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Second Corinthians 8:16-9:5                     July 12, 2015 am                                         
IM1503                   Stewardship 

“Grace and Graciousness” 

INTRODUCTION:   In Second Corinthians 8 and 9, Paul is writing to the Corinthian Church about giving… 

1. i.e., about the stewardship of our wealth used for God’s purposes in ministry and missions 

a. Second Corinthians 8:1-15: Grace and Generosity (5-31-15) 

b. Second Corinthians 8:16-9:5: Grace and Graciousness (7-12-15) 

c. Second Corinthians 9:6-15: Grace and Gratitude (8-30-15) 

2. In this second half of chapter 8, Paul points to a person as a pattern or paradigm of generous living and 
giving: Titus. 

a. Actually: Titus and a “famous brother” (8:18), and a person “tested” and proven worthy in many 
ways (8:22) 

b. Men whose lives are examples of gracious people. 

c. But thanks be to God, who put into the heart of Titus the same earnest care I have for you. For he 
not only accepted our appeal, but being himself very earnest he is going to you of his own accord. 
With him we are sending the brother who is famous among all the churches for his preaching of the 
gospel. And not only that, but he has been appointed by the churches to travel with us as we carry 
out this act of grace that is being ministered by us, for the glory of the Lord himself and to show our 
good will. We take this course so that no one should blame us about this generous gift that is being 
administered by us, for we aim at what is honorable not only in the Lord's sight but also in the sight 
of man. And with them we are sending our brother whom we have often tested and found earnest in 
many matters, but who is now more earnest than ever because of his great confidence in you. As for 
Titus, he is my partner and fellow worker for your benefit. And as for our brothers, they are 
messengers of the churches, the glory of Christ. So give proof before the churches of your love and 
of our boasting about you to these men.                         (2 Cor. 8:16-24) 

3. We all have heard of Titus: one of two young men in the ministry of the early church who were very close 
to the Apostle Paul… 

a. His two “sons in the faith” 

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by command of God our Savior and of Christ Jesus our hope, 

To Timothy, my true child in the faith: 

Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.  (1 Timothy 1:1-2) 

Paul, a servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, for the sake of the faith of God's elect and 
their knowledge of the truth, which accords with godliness, in hope of eternal life, which God, who 
never lies, promised before the ages began and at the proper time manifested in his word through 
the preaching with which I have been entrusted by the command of God our Savior; 

To Titus, my true child in a common faith: 

Grace and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Savior.  (Titus 1:1-4) 
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b. A young travel companion to Paul and Barnabas on their trip to Jerusalem, during Paul’s private 
visit with Peter, James and John. 

Then after fourteen years I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, taking Titus along with me.  
(Gal 2:1) 

c. Titus was with Paul during his third missionary venture. 

When I came to Troas to preach the gospel of Christ, even though a door was opened for me in the 
Lord, my spirit was not at rest because I did not find my brother Titus there. So I took leave of them 
and went on to Macedonia.                     (2 Corinthians 2:12-13) 

Therefore we are comforted. 

And besides our own comfort, we rejoiced still more at the joy of Titus, because his spirit has been 
refreshed by you all. For whatever boasts I made to him about you, I was not put to shame. But just 
as everything we said to you was true, so also our boasting before Titus has proved true. And his 
affection for you is even greater, as he remembers the obedience of you all, how you received him 
with fear and trembling.                  (2 Corinthians 7:13-15) 

d. Paul selected Titus to re-visit Corinth and collect the “pledge” they had made for the suffering 
church in Jerusalem. 

Accordingly, we urged Titus that as he had started, so he should complete among you this act of 
grace. But as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in all earnestness, and in 
our love for you—see that you excel in this act of grace also.                               (2 Corinthians 8:6-7) 

e. Later, Paul would send Titus to the Greek island of Crete to organize the church plants in that island. 

f. Eventually, Titus would be found ministering in Dalmatia (present-day Albania) when Paul was 
martyred. 

4. But who was this “famous brother” to whom Paul refers in verse 18? 

a. With him we are sending the brother who is famous among all the churches for his preaching of the 
gospel. And not only that, but he has been appointed by the churches to travel with us as we carry 
out this act of grace that is being ministered by us, for the glory of the Lord himself and to show our 
good will.                    (2 Cor. 8:18-19) 

b. Answer: We don’t know, but he was well-known to the Corinthian Christians. 

c. He was “famous” for his “preaching of the gospel.” (lit.: “in the gospel”) 

d. They knew who this famous brother was, even if we don’t know and cannot ever know. 

5. The third person of this party of three is simply referred to as a “tested (proven) brother” 

a. And with them we are sending our brother whom we have often tested and found earnest in many 
matters, but who is now more earnest than ever because of his great confidence in you.                 (2 
Cor. 8:22) 

b. We don’t know who this man is either, but we presume that Titus would introduce him to the 
Corinthian Church. 

c. They are all three called “apostles of the churches.” 
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i. As for Titus, he is my partner and fellow worker for your benefit. And as for our brothers, 
they are messengers of the churches, the glory of Christ.                     (2 Cor. 8:23) 

ii. “messengers” is really the Greek word apostoloi 

iii. apostolos = apostle, sent one; “messenger” 

iv. Men commissioned by the churches for mission work 

6. The men in this traveling band of church delegates who were entrusted with these funds for the Jerusalem 
Church are revealed to us by Dr. Luke in Acts 20… 

a. After the uproar ceased, Paul sent for the disciples, and after encouraging them, he said farewell 
and departed for Macedonia. When he had gone through those regions and had given them much 
encouragement, he came to Greece. There he spent three months, and when a plot was made against 
him by the Jews as he was about to set sail for Syria, he decided to return through Macedonia. 
Sopater the Berean, son of Pyrrhus, accompanied him; and of the Thessalonians, Aristarchus and 
Secundus; and Gaius of Derbe, and Timothy; and the Asians, Tychicus and Trophimus. These went 
on ahead and were waiting for us at Troas, but we sailed away from Philippi after the days of 
Unleavened Bread, and in five days we came to them at Troas, where we stayed for seven days.                    
(Acts 20:1-6) 

b. Along with Paul, traveled 7 trustworthy men:  

i. Sopater (Berea in Macedonia) 

ii. Aristurchus and Secundus (Thessalonica in Macedonia) 

iii. Gaius and Timothy (respectively from Denbe and Lystra, Galatia) 

iv. Tychicus (one of Paul’s scribes) and Trophinus (another of Paul’s missionary teams), both 
from Asia Minor 

Tychicus I have sent to Ephesus.                     (2 Timothy 4:12) 

I left Trophimus, who was ill, at Miletus.                    (2 Timothy 4:20) 

v. Luke who is included in the “we” of the text 

c. Delegates from all the churches of Paul’s missionary journeys (except Greek) 

7. All of whom were generous men who displayed a gracious spirit toward the saints… 

8. …and who would elicit graciousness from the saints of the churches they represented. 

9. How Paul describes these men is very important:  They were to set an example for, motivate and encourage 
the Corinthian Church to be gracious and generous in their giving to the needs of the saints in Judea and 
Jerusalem. 

Now it is superfluous for me to write to you about the ministry for the saints, for I know your readiness, of 
which I boast about you to the people of Macedonia, saying that Achaia has been ready since last year. And 
your zeal has stirred up most of them. But I am sending the brothers so that our boasting about you may not 
prove empty in this matter, so that you may be ready, as I said you would be. Otherwise, if some 
Macedonians come with me and find that you are not ready, we would be humiliated—to say nothing of 
you—for being so confident. So I thought it necessary to urge the brothers to go on ahead to you and 



4 

IM1503 

arrange in advance for the gift you have promised, so that it may be ready as a willing gift, not as an 
exaction.  (2 Cor. 9:1-5) 

10. Paul points to three character traits of these three men mentioned in 2 Cor. 8:16-24… 

a. …and the other men in this commission of mercy 

b. Reputable 

c. Honorable  

d. Earnest 

11. These men were reputable, honorable and earnest because of the grace of God in them. 

12. Such men (and women) in the ministry should elicit a gracious spirit in all of us because of the grace of 
God in us.  

I. THE GRACE OF GOD WILL PRODUCE IN US A REPUTABLE CHARACTER  (2 Cor. 8:16-19) 

But thanks be to God, who put into the heart of Titus the same earnest care I have for you. For he not only 
accepted our appeal, but being himself very earnest he is going to you of his own accord. With him we are 
sending the brother who is famous among all the churches for his preaching of the gospel. And not only 
that, but he has been appointed by the churches to travel with us as we carry out this act of grace that is 
being ministered by us, for the glory of the Lord himself and to show our good will.  (2 Cor. 8:16-19) 

1. Timothy and the “famous brother” displayed in them a reputable character, placed there and developed 
by God’s grace. 

2. Notice carefully how Paul sets this forth: “But thanks be to God, who put into the heart of Titus the 
same earnest care I have for you.” (v. 16) 

3. Colin G. Kruse: “Paul recognizes that such earnest care has been put into the heart of Titus by God, in 
the same way as the remarkable generosity of the Macedonians had been an overflow of the grace of 
God in their lives.”  (2 Corinthians: TOTC, p. 155) 

We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God that has been given among the churches of 
Macedonia, for in a severe test of affliction, their abundance of joy and their extreme poverty have 
overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part.  (2 Cor. 8:1-2) 

4. Grace has a way of producing in both ministers and congregations a reputable character. 

5. So much so that we should trust our spiritual leaders and treat them graciously.  

6. Problem: All around us, ministers are falling out of grace, into sin and disgrace, and out of the ministry. 

a. A recent revelation of a very well-known, popular, gifted and “famous” pastor who committed 
adultery after his wife did the same to him.  (one of America’s storied churches) 

b. Four mega-church pastors in 2 years in South Florida (adultery) 

c. Founder of IBYC who had inappropriate contact with 60 women 

d. Founder of the ACTS29 network and mega church pastor in Seattle, Washington: Fired for 
language, verbally abusing staff, lying, financial misgivings 

e. A “bishop” in Atlanta: stealing millions from the church and molesting young boys 
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f. Pedophile priests, gay pastors, lesbian bishops 

g. A pastor I knew in the PCA: Left wife for another man; robbed his church 

h. Personal friends who’ve lost ministries, churches and marriages due to adultery, plagiarism, 
pornography and misuse of funds 

i. I could go on.  But ask yourself: Did these things find such prevalence and prominence among 
clergymen in the 1950’s? 

7. Root issue: These men wanted to be famous, but were not interested in a reputation of reputable 
character. 

a. Famous: preaching to large churches, blogging, writing books, travelling “the circuit,” 
interviewed on TV, featured in magazines, developing a following and creating a celebrity status 

b. ...but, all the while: neglecting their churches, marriages and children 

c. Reputable character: earnest care for the congregation and a track record of responsible 
ministry 

8. Paul mentions three things that make these men reputable… 

a. But thanks be to God, who put into the heart of Titus the same earnest care I have for you. For 
he not only accepted our appeal, but being himself very earnest he is going to you of his own 
accord. With him we are sending the brother who is famous among all the churches for his 
preaching of the gospel.  (2 Cor. 8:16-18) 

b. First: They displayed an earnest care for their churches 

c. Second: They were renowned in the things of the Gospel 

i. We have sent along with him the brother whose fame in the things of the gospel has 
spread through all the churches.  (2 Cor. 8:18 NASB) 

ii. George Guthrie: “More likely he was praised either for his proclamation of the gospel, 
or more generally in connection with his work of the gospel (i.e., “Christian”) ministry.” 
(Second Corinthians; ECNT; p. 423) 

d. Third: They had been appointed by the church for this serious ministry because of their 
reputations. 

e. Murray J. Harris: “Paul mentions two particular qualifications of this ‘brother’ for the task he 
was entrusting to him – he was highly respected ‘throughout the churches,’ and he had been 
‘appointed by the churches.’” 

9. These two stellar men Paul graciously sent to encourage the Christians in Corinth to be gracious 
(generous) themselves! 

a. He is not intimated by the possibility of being overshadowed by his two younger assistants! 

b. Mark A. Seifrid: “It…reflects Paul’s remarkable generosity of spirit.  Unlike many (supposed) 
leaders, including his opponents in Corinth, he feels no need for center stage.  He is quite happy 
to celebrate others, even when their gifts and reputations exceed his own, as they appear to do in 
this case.”  (2 Corinthians: Pillar NTC; p. 342) 
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10. I realize how discouraging all these fallen pastors, priests and preachers are to you.  They are even 
more disturbing to me – one of their fellow clergymen.  But I encourage you to… 

a. Look for men who earnestly care for their congregations and have no desire to be “celebrity 
pastors” because they love tending to one congregation of souls. 

b. Examine your pastors’ lives with respect to the gospel: what they preach, how they live, what is 
their priority. 

c. Take note of how the church has entrusted them with greater measures of responsibility. 

d. Let these kinds of men encourage your souls. 

11. Pastors are like policemen!  I made a comment about “police brutality” two weeks ago in a pastoral 
prayer.  But 99.9% of all police officers are honorable individuals, who earnestly care for us and our 
safety, who sacrificially serve us all well – even to the risk of their lives.  Pastors are the same: 99.9% of 
them are earnest, humble, servant-like men who care for our souls and are willing to spend their lives for 
our salvation.  Do not let a handful of policemen or a few pastors ruin your confidence in God’s left 
hand and right hand – 

a. The left hand of the law 

b. The right hand of the gospel 

c. Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from 
God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. Therefore whoever resists the authorities 
resists what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment. For rulers are not a 
terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would you have no fear of the one who is in authority? Then 
do what is good, and you will receive his approval, for he is God's servant for your good. But if 
you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword in vain. For he is the servant of God, an 
avenger who carries out God's wrath on the wrongdoer. Therefore one must be in subjection, not 
only to avoid God's wrath but also for the sake of conscience.  (Romans 13:1-5) 

12. There are still many men of godly reputation in pastoral ministry… 

 

 

II. THE GRACE OF GOD WILL PROTECT US FOR AN HONORABLE WORK  (2 Cor. 8:20-21) 

We take this course so that no one should blame us about this generous gift that is being administered by us, 
for we aim at what is honorable not only in the Lord's sight but also in the sight of man.                                          
(2 Cor. 8:20-21) 

1. Paul points here to a second character trait of good men and women in the ministry: Honor 

For we aim at what is honorable not only in the Lord's sight but also in the sight of man.                     (2 
Cor. 8:21) 

2. Here is what Paul is saying here: When it comes to handling the money the church gives to ministry and 
mission, we must take special care to ensure that we handle that money in an honorable way, in the eyes 
of both God and all men. 
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3. How did Paul ensure this?  He took three wise steps to ensure that his handling of funds was above 
reproach. 

a. First: He sent to them men with letters of recommendation, certifying the legitimacy of these 
men collecting the sacred funds.  He certified those who collected the funds. 

Now concerning the collection for the saints: as I directed the churches of Galatia, so you also 
are to do. On the first day of every week, each of you is to put something aside and store it up, as 
he may prosper, so that there will be no collecting when I come. And when I arrive, I will send 
those whom you accredit by letter to carry your gift to Jerusalem. If it seems advisable that I 
should go also, they will accompany me.                   (1 Cor. 16:1-4) 

b. Second: He only allowed those whom the church “accredited” to handle the funds.  In other 
words: They sent their own “delegates,” whom they’d chosen, to carry the funds to Jerusalem. 

i. And when I arrive, I will send those whom you accredit by letter to carry your gift to 
Jerusalem.  (1 Cor. 16:3) 

ii. Namely, the 7-8 men mentioned in Acts 20:1-5 

iii. As for Titus, he is my partner and fellow worker for your benefit. And as for our brothers, 
they are messengers of the churches, the glory of Christ.  (2 Cor. 8:23) 

c. Third: Paul appears never to have handled the money.  He was the “fundraiser” but not the 
administrator of the funds.  He even indicates that it may not be necessary for him to travel with 
the money to Jerusalem at all, but to entrust the delivery of the men of Acts 20! 

If it seems advisable that I should go also, they will accompany me.  (1 Cor. 16:4) 

4. Paul Barnett describes what Paul is doing here and why (Second Corinthians: NICNT; pp. 423-424) 

a. The large dimensions of a fund, which of necessity had to be physically conveyed from places so 
far away from Jerusalem, inevitably raised questions as to its vulnerability to misuse.  Paul was 
deeply sensitive to any negative inferences in relationship to himself in this matter, as is clear 
from this verse.  His decision that local church delegates must accompany the fund was his way 
of distancing himself from direct contact with the money and so protecting his own reputation. 

b. It was Paul’s instinct apparently, that few things would destroy his ministry so effectively as 
doubts cast about his uprightness in matters relating to financial administration.  Hence, 
everything must be “above board,” not only in the eyes of the Lord but particularly also before 
men.  

c. But if we have food and clothing, with these we will be content. But those who desire to be rich 
fall into temptation, into a snare, into many senseless and harmful desires that plunge people 
into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evils. It is through this 
craving that some have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many pangs. 
But as for you, O man of God, flee these things. Pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, 
steadfastness, gentleness.  (1 Tim. 6:8-11) 

d. For an overseer, as God's steward, must be above reproach. He must not be arrogant or quick-
tempered or a drunkard or violent or greedy for gain.  (Titus 1:7) 
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e. Therefore an overseer must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, sober-minded, self-
controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, not a drunkard, not violent but gentle, not 
quarrelsome, not a lover of money.  (1 Tim. 3:2-3) 

5. The honor of the pastoral ministry and the honorable work pastors are called to do must never be 
compromised by the love of money, by indiscretion in handling church funds, or questionable practices 
on financial management. 

6. Here is how I have handled this fiduciary responsibility with honor. 

a. Every year we are audited by Capin Crouse, Atlanta, and I sign a document certifying that I am 
unaware of any fraud, conflict of interest or mismanagement of funds at Christ Covenant.  (I 
signed that form on Tuesday, July 7th) 

b. I do not have signature authority over any funds at CCC. 

c. I am the only pastor who does not have a budget or line items for which I am accountable. 

d. I preach and teach on stewardship; the officers and staff handle all the funds. 

e. I live in a modest home, give generously to CCC, and never ask you to give to something I have 
not already given to. 

7. Please note: You have my permission to ask me anything about my finances, and you have my 
permission to ask Sandy Spitz to view my giving record for any year I have been here at Christ 
Covenant.  I say this earnestly to ensure before you that I have nothing to hide when it comes to money. 

8. Pastors who build million dollar homes, take large cash advances on books not written or sold, who 
control large sums of money, or who steal from the church are not honorable men, when it comes to 
money. 

9. But…they are few and far between.  Most pastors lead simple lives, on humble budgets, with generous 
spirits, and all model that grace can make us contented, generous, grateful people who honor Christ and 
His Church with how we handle our money. 

 

 

III. THE GRACE OF GOD WILL PROMOTE IN US SPIRITUAL EARNESTNESS (2 Cor. 8-22-24) 

And with them we are sending our brother whom we have often tested and found earnest in many matters, 
but who is now more earnest than ever because of his great confidence in you. As for Titus, he is my partner 
and fellow worker for your benefit. And as for our brothers, they are messengers of the churches, the glory 
of Christ. So give proof before the churches of your love and of our boasting about you to these men.                  
(2 Cor. 8:22-24) 

1. Four times in this short passage, Paul uses the word earnest (vv. 15, 17, 22-twice) 

a. The Greek: spoudē: earnestness, zeal, eagerness, genuine care for, diligence, effort, best effort 

b. An earnestness in caring for the saints and in honoring God 

c. A zeal for ministry that is genuine and not fake 



9 

IM1503 

2. Of all the compliments a pastor can receive, in my humble opinion, the highest praise is that he is an 
earnest ministry of the Gospel. 

a. Not perfect but not put on 

b. Not always right but always righteous 

c. Not faultless but never fake 

d. A man who is what he preaches and is how he appears 

3. Illustration: Rick Phillips’ comment about James Montgomery Boice: “He was the man you saw in the 
pulpit every Sunday.” 

4. I realize there are thousands of celebrities in our American pulpits.  But there are far more earnest men 
than these Big Name Fakes. 

5. As you watch them, over time – 5, 10, and 15 years or more – what you see is what you get.  Better the 
flawed man who is zealous to serve you than the Fake who wants you to serve him! 

6. Don’t let the false personality pastors of our larger churches cause you to doubt the sincerity of 
those servants in our typical churches. 

a. This is how one should regard us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God. 
Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be found faithful. But with me it is a very small 
thing that I should be judged by you or by any human court. In fact, I do not even judge myself. 
For I am not aware of anything against myself, but I am not thereby acquitted. It is the Lord who 
judges me. Therefore do not pronounce judgment before the time, before the Lord comes, who 
will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness and will disclose the purposes of the heart. 
Then each one will receive his commendation from God. I have applied all these things to myself 
and Apollos for your benefit, brothers, that you may learn by us not to go beyond what is written, 
that none of you may be puffed up in favor of one against another. For who sees anything 
different in you? What do you have that you did not receive? If then you received it, why do you 
boast as if you did not receive it? Already you have all you want! Already you have become rich! 
Without us you have become kings! And would that you did reign, so that we might share the rule 
with you! For I think that God has exhibited us apostles as last of all, like men sentenced to 
death, because we have become a spectacle to the world, to angels, and to men. We are fools for 
Christ's sake, but you are wise in Christ. We are weak, but you are strong. You are held in 
honor, but we in disrepute. To the present hour we hunger and thirst, we are poorly dressed and 
buffeted and homeless, and we labor, working with our own hands. When reviled, we bless; when 
persecuted, we endure; when slandered, we entreat. We have become, and are still, like the scum 
of the world, the refuse of all things.  (1 Cor. 4:1-13) 

b. Stewards of God’s mysteries 

c. Servants (slaves) of Christ 

d. Spectacle (theater) of the Gospel for the world 

e. Fools (morons) for Christ 

f. Scum of the world 

7. …and men earnest enough to be proud of being known as such – for Christ and for you! 



10 

IM1503 

 

 

CONCLUSION:   Paul’s train of thought is hard to follow here.  But this is how it goes… 

1. The grace (charis) of God will produce for us, and among us… 

2. …men of godly character: godly reputation, honorable ministry, and earnest care for the Church… 

3. …who will encourage us to be a blessing to God.  The church and the world through our giving… 

a. So I thought it necessary to urge the brothers to go on ahead to you and arrange in advance for the 
gift you have promised, so that it may be ready as a willing gift, not as an exaction.                     (2 
Cor. 9:5) 

b. In the ESV the word for “gift”… 

c. …is really, in Greek, eulogia 

d. Meaning: blessing, praise, consecration 

e. eu (good) and logic (message) 

f. Our giving to God is a blessing to the world, a praise to God, a consecration of ourselves to Christ 
and His mission. 

4. Grace works in the lives of our ministers to be godly men of character, and they, in turn, serve to 
encourage us to give to Christ and His Church, and so become a blessing to mankind! 

• Don’t forget the grace of God; 

• Don’t overlook the godly men all around us, sent to serve us; 

• Don’t neglect to bless others by your faithful stewardship, your gracious giving and your generous 
gifts. 

5. In the end, our focus should always be on God’s grace – 

a. Some well-known but worldly pastors neglected that grace in their lives and fell from grace, 
discouraging us all. 

b. Other men, lesser known and less gifted, live humbly and quietly under the grace of God, and God is 
using them to build His kingdom. 

c. We must not focus on the man, but on the grace of God in the man, and ask ourselves: “Has God’s 
grace made me a gracious person?” 

6. How easy it is to focus on another’s failures, but fail to see how we too have neglected the grace of God and 
become angry, self-focused, censorious, selfish and stingy souls. 

Therefore lift your drooping hands and strengthen your weak knees, and make straight paths for your feet, 
so that what is lame may not be put out of joint but rather be healed. Strive for peace with everyone, and for 
the holiness without which no one will see the Lord. See to it that no one fails to obtain the grace of God; 
that no “root of bitterness” springs up and causes trouble, and by it many become defiled. (Heb. 12:12-15) 

7. I urge you, as your pastor, to not neglect the grace of God in you.  Become a gracious and giving person. 
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a. For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through the laying on 
of my hands, for God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-control.  (2 Tim. 1:6-
7) 

b. If this is true of your pastors, then it is true for you. 

c. “fan into flame the gift of God in you” (grace) 

8. Become people of good reputation, honorable living, and earnest generosity.  Become the blessing God 
intends all of us to be! 

 

 


