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Psalm 115                                       July 19, 2015 am  
The Heart of Christianity               The Lord's Prayer                                         
LP1501                    

“Hallowed Be Thy Name” 

INTRODUCTION:   The week of June 17-24 Americans received three pieces of very, very bad news. 

1. Obviously, the first was the shocking details of the shootings at Emmanuel AME Church in Charleston, SC. 

a. Adding insult to injury in a summer of violence that is rooted in race relations in America’s cities 

b. A complex, multi-faceted problem involving all of us in some sincere head-scratching 

c. Asking ourselves, “Aren’t we further along in racial reconciliations than all this indicates?” 

d. This is discouraging to most Americans. 

2. The second piece of bad news – at least for the larger majority of Americans – was the Supreme Court 
Decision concerning gay marriage. 

a. Obergefell vs Hodges: Director of the Ohio Department of Health 

b. Redefining marriage away from its Biblical, historical and constitutional basis 

c. Creating a court challenge to religious liberty 

d. Marking a line over which America has stepped on a certain fall into moral ruin 

3. But the third tragedy went virtually unnoticed.  It was in the press but buried between Emmanuel AME 
Church in Charleston and the Supreme Court in Washington, D.C.  It happened in Fort Lauderdale, Florida. 

a. Tullian Tchividjian, grandson of Billy Graham, and senior pastor of the storied Coral Ridge PCA 
Church, resigned his pastorate. 

b. Reason: He committed adultery with a friend, after he was estranged from his wife, Kim, due to her 
adultery. 

c. Tchividjian is the fourth or fifth pastor of an evangelical mega church in South Florida to resign in 
the wake of moral scandal. 

d. Added to the demise of Mark Driscoll of the Acts 29 Network, the Roman Catholic scandal over 
pedophile priests, the ordination of a gay bishop in the ECUSA, Bishop Eddie Long of Atlanta and 
his Ponzi schemes and sex with young males… 

e. …and a host of men (and women) in the ministry falling into sexual immorality, plagiarism, 
financial misconduct or divorce. 

f. Personally: I know 13 men who have fallen into homosexuality, adultery, gambling, alcohol abuse, 
pornography, plagiarism, drug abuse or the misuse of church monies. 

g. The American clergymen are in a major moral meltdown. 

4. Personally: I believe the violence in Charleston and the violations of the Supreme Court are the inevitable 
results of the spiritual and moral collapse of American pastors. 

5. And I believe that this collapse has, at its root, a low view of God and a high view of self – 

a. They do not treat God as if He is Holy 
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b. They seek to become Celebrity Pastors 

c. They lack piety toward God and humility toward self. 

6. Put more bluntly: They are not concerned about the glory of God’s name because they are seeking for 
themselves a “Big Name.” 

7. There is something desperately and disgustingly sick about the Heart of American Christianity.  Things 
are twisted in the Church. 

The heart is deceitful above all things, 
    and desperately sick; 
    who can understand it? 
“I the LORD search the heart 
    and test the mind, 
to give every man according to his ways, 
    according to the fruit of his deeds.”  (Jer. 17:9-10) 

8. What is it that searches our hearts and tests our minds? 

a. Answer: Our prayer life! 

b. For as he thinketh in his heart, so is he: Eat and drink, saith he to thee; but his heart is not with thee.  
(Proverbs 23:7 (KJV)) 

c. Our prayer life calibrates, controls and cautions our souls. 

i. Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart 
    be acceptable in your sight, 
    O LORD, my rock and my redeemer.  (Psalm 19:14) 

ii. Search me, O God, and know my heart! 
    Try me and know my thoughts! 
And see if there be any grievous way in me, 
    and lead me in the way everlasting! (Psalm 139:23-24) 

iii. Prove me, O Lord, and try me; 
    test my heart and my mind.                   (Psalm 26:2) 

d. Andrew Murray: “What a man is alone on his knees before God, that he is – and no more!” 

9. The heart of American pastors is sick, because the heart of Christianity in America is sick, because 
American Christians have missed the Heart of God! 

a. What is this heart?  What should be the Heart of Christianity?  The answer is simple yet 
surprising! 

b. The Lord's Prayer is the Heart of Christianity. 

c. Why do I say this?  Because in the Lord's Prayer, Jesus the Son of God, tells us what is on His heart 
and the heart of God the Father.  Prayer is heart to heart talk with God.  And the Lord's Prayer is 
the heart to heart conversation between God the Father and His Son, Jesus Christ! 

d. When Jesus went off to be with God, alone in prayer, what they talked about was this… 

i. The Glory of God and His Name 
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ii. The Kingdom of God coming to mankind 

iii. God’s will being done on the earth as it was in heaven  

iv. Provision for mankind’s basic needs 

v. Redemption and forgiveness of sin 

vi. Deliverance from the power and activities of Satan 

e. This is the Heart of Christianity because it is the piety of Jesus Christ which should be the piety of 
His Church. 

10. The Lord's Prayer is the third part of the Three Formulae. 

a. Doctrine: The Apostles' Creed  

b. Church membership: Baptism 

c. Piety: the Lord's Prayer 

d. Ethics: The Ten Commandments  

11. How is your heart?  Your prayer life will give you the answer. 

12. If you’re like me (and you are more than you both realize and want to admit), then you’ll want your prayer 
life to be deeper, richer, and more God-centered.  You will want to learn how to pray. 

13. And that is what the Lord's Prayer is for: A Pattern For Prayer. 

a. James I. Packer: I Want to be a Christian; pp. 132, 136. 

i. Did Jesus just intend that they should repeat the words, parrot fashion?  No; but that they 
should enter into the sense.  This prayer is a pattern for all Christian praying; Jesus is 
teaching that prayer will be acceptable when and only when, the attitudes, thoughts and 
desires expressed fit the pattern.  That is to say: every prayer of ours should be a praying of 
the Lord's Prayer in some shape or form.  

ii. We need to see that the Lord's Prayer is offering us model answers to the series of questions 
God puts to us to shape our conversation with him.  Thus: “Who do you take me for and what 
am I to you?”  (Our Father in heaven.)  “That being so, what it is that you really want 
most?” (The hallowing of your name; the coming of your kingdom; to see your will known 
and done.)  “So what are you asking for right now, as a means to that end?” (Provision, 
pardon, protection).  God is actually questioning us in the way described, requiring us to tell 
him honestly how we think of him and what we want from him and why.  

b. Prayer is talking to God in a manner that both glorifies God and blesses us. 

c. The Lord's Prayer will teach us how to do that, because that is its intended design. 

14. All the great Rabbis taught their disciples to pray, including John the Baptist and Rabbi Jesus of Nazareth… 

a. Now Jesus was praying in a certain place, and when he finished, one of his disciples said to him, 
“Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.” And he said to them, “When you pray, say: 

“Father, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come. 
Give us each day our daily bread, 
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and forgive us our sins, 
    for we ourselves forgive everyone who is indebted to us. 
And lead us not into temptation.” (Luke 11:1-4) 

b. “And when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites. For they love to stand and pray in the 
synagogues and at the street corners, that they may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have 
received their reward. But when you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your 
Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 

“And when you pray, do not heap up empty phrases as the Gentiles do, for they think that they will 
be heard for their many words. Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before 
you ask him. Pray then like this: 

“Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
    on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts, 
    as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil.  (Matthew 6:5-13) 

15. One grand prayer.  Six great petitions.  The Heart of God in the Heart of Christianity and Christians! 

16. We begin with Petition #1: The Glory of God 

a. Pray then like this: 

“Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name. (Matthew 6:9) 

b. How do we do this?  We pray according to Scripture! 

c. Please turn to Psalm 115 

d. “Hallowed Be Thy Name” 

e. Not to us, O LORD, not to us, but to your name give glory, 
    for the sake of your steadfast love and your faithfulness!  (Psalm 115:1) 

 

 

I. WE PRAY BECAUSE OUR PRAYER GIVES HONOR TO GOD  (Psalm 115:1-8) 

Not to us, O LORD, not to us, but to your name give glory, 
    for the sake of your steadfast love and your faithfulness! 

Why should the nations say, 
    “Where is their God?” 
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Our God is in the heavens; 
    he does all that he pleases. 

Their idols are silver and gold, 
    the work of human hands. 
They have mouths, but do not speak; 
    eyes, but do not see. 
They have ears, but do not hear; 
    noses, but do not smell. 
They have hands, but do not feel; 
    feet, but do not walk; 
    and they do not make a sound in their throat. 
Those who make them become like them; 
    so do all who trust in them.  (Psalm 115:1-8) 

1. The first stanza of Psalm 115 reminds us that God’s Name is to be glorified because the God of this 
Bible is the only, true God. 

2. When Jesus said, “Pray then like this: Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be your name…”, He was 
telling us something profoundly important for both prayer and for life.  

3. The Psalmist agrees with Jesus:  God’s name is to be glorified for two reasons: 

a. First: God is the only God in heaven.  There are no other gods, anywhere! 

i. Why should the nations say, 
    “Where is their God?” 
Our God is in the heavens; 
    he does all that he pleases. 

Their idols are silver and gold, 
    the work of human hands. 
They have mouths, but do not speak; 
    eyes, but do not see. 
They have ears, but do not hear; 
    noses, but do not smell. 
They have hands, but do not feel; 
    feet, but do not walk; 
    and they do not make a sound in their throat. 
Those who make them become like them; 
    so do all who trust in them.                       (Psalm 115:2-8) 

ii. To trust in such gods makes you like them – dead, impotent, false. 

b. Second: God is the God of the Covenant of Grace. 

i. Not to us, O LORD, not to us, but to your name give glory, 
    for the sake of your steadfast love and your faithfulness!  (Psalm 115:1) 

ii. “Your steadfast love and your faithfulness” = chesed 

iii. chesed: Covenant love and loyalty 
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iv. God loves us, and He is loyal to us because He swore to Abraham to be our God to a 
thousand generations. 

v. The Covenant God to all who are baptized in Jesus’ name 

4. Jesus says the same thing in His own words: 

a. Pray then like this: 

“Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name.  (Matthew 6:9) 

b. Our Father: Christ reminds us that God the Father, His Father, is also the Heavenly Father of 
those who are in Christ through faith.  God the Father loves us and is loyal to His children. 

c. God, our Father, is in heaven (KJV: “Who art in heaven”):  He sits above our world as the only 
true God, full of power and glory, as only heaven could afford.  God the Father possesses all 
the divine power to answer our prayers. 

i. “Seek the LORD while he may be found; 
    call upon him while he is near; 
let the wicked forsake his way, 
    and the unrighteous man his thoughts; 
let him return to the LORD, that he may have compassion on him, 
    and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 
For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
    neither are your ways my ways, declares the LORD. 
For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 
    so are my ways higher than your ways 
    and my thoughts than your thoughts. 

“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven 
    and do not return there but water the earth, 
making it bring forth and sprout, 
    giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 
    it shall not return to me empty, 
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 
    and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it.  (Isaiah 55:6-11) 

ii. Why do the nations rage 
    and the peoples plot in vain? 
The kings of the earth set themselves, 
    and the rulers take counsel together, 
    against the LORD and against his Anointed, saying, 
“Let us burst their bonds apart 
    and cast away their cords from us.” 

He who sits in the heavens laughs; 
    the Lord holds them in derision.  (Psalm 2:1-4) 
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iii. For nothing will be impossible with God.  (Luke 1:37) 

5. For these two reasons – God is the only true God, and God is the Covenant-keeping God – God’s name 
is to be “hallowed.” 

a. “Hallowed” is an Old English word that means “holy.” 

b. e.g., Halloween means “holy evening” 

c. Because of the sacredness of Christ’s Prayer and the reverence men rightly have for it, we’ve 
chosen not to update this word. 

i. TEV: “…may your name be honored.” 

ii. JB: “…may your name be held in honor.” 

iii. Phillips Modern English: “may your name be honored” 

iv. Living Bible: “…we honor your holy name.” 

v. CEV: “…help us to honor your name.” 

vi. Not to us, O LORD, not to us, but to your name give glory, 
    for the sake of your steadfast love and your faithfulness!  (Psalm 115:1) 

6. Here is always the starting point of all prayer: The glory, the honor and the praise of God and His name. 

7. When we are concerned about our honor, our glory and our big name, we inevitably fall into three things 
– 

a. Our own sinful dishonor 

b. The shame of our egocentric life 

c. The ruin of our own reputation (name) 

8. Soli Deo Gloria (to God alone be the glory) was not chosen as the motto of John Calvin and his fellow 
reformers for no reason – 

a. …for when men are chiefly concerned with the glory of God, things go well for us. 

Q. 1. What is the chief end of man? 

A. Man’s chief end is to glorify God, and to enjoy him forever.  (WSC #1) 

b. If man were truly concerned about glorifying God, then they wouldn’t be sexually immoral, 
homosexuals, lesbians, or promoting same-sex marriages.  Our courts would rule differently if 
they were focused on God’s glory and not what people wanted. 

c. If man were genuinely earnest about the honor of God’s name, then racism and violence would 
end, because we’d see that all men, made in God’s image, were due the honor that our Honorable 
God bestowed on mankind.  If we honor God, we’ll honor our fellow man. 

But no human being can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison. With it we 
bless our Lord and Father, and with it we curse people who are made in the likeness of God. 
From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers, these things ought not to be so.  
(James 3:8-10) 
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d. And if we were devoted to the holy name of God, we’d be more holy, knowing that when we 
acted like pagans – in adultery, thievery, profane living – we who bear the name “Christian” 
would bring shame upon the name of Christ. 

If you are insulted for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God 
rests upon you. But let none of you suffer as a murderer or a thief or an evildoer or as a meddler. 
Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in that name.  
(1 Peter 4:14-16) 

9. Here is the first thing that is wrong with The Heart of American Christianity:  We are more concerned 
about… 

a. Our success than our sanctification, 

b. Our reputations and images than a godly name, 

c. Our glory and fame than the glory of God, 

d. Being popular with people than honoring to God. 

10. The way to begin to correct this sickness of the soul is to begin each day meditating, in humble prayer, 
upon this truth: Hallowed be thy Name. 

a. Facing our own idols: Self-glory, children’s popularity and success, comfort, financial success 
(glory), pleasure, pride. 

b. Why should the nations say, 
    “Where is their God?” 
Our God is in the heavens; 
    he does all that he pleases. 

Their idols are silver and gold, 
    the work of human hands. 
They have mouths, but do not speak; 
    eyes, but do not see. 
They have ears, but do not hear; 
    noses, but do not smell. 
They have hands, but do not feel; 
    feet, but do not walk; 
    and they do not make a sound in their throat. 
Those who make them become like them; 
    so do all who trust in them.  (Ps. 115:2-8) 

c. To put as our goal in life The glory of God, the Honor of the Holy Spirit and the Name of 
Jesus Christ to be exalted! 

11. You must convince yourself of this life-changing truth: The glory of God is the ultimate good in the 
universe and your greatest benefit. 

 

 

II. WE PRAY BECAUSE OUR PRAYER SHOWS FORTH OUR FAITH IN GOD  (Psalm 115:9-15) 
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O Israel, trust in the LORD! 
    He is their help and their shield. 
O house of Aaron, trust in the LORD! 
    He is their help and their shield. 
You who fear the LORD, trust in the LORD! 
    He is their help and their shield. 

The LORD has remembered us; he will bless us; 
    he will bless the house of Israel; 
    he will bless the house of Aaron; 
he will bless those who fear the LORD, 
    both the small and the great. 

May the LORD give you increase, 
    you and your children! 
May you be blessed by the LORD, 
    who made heaven and earth!  (Psalm 115:9-15) 

1. Here, in the second stanza of this inspired hymn (prayer), the Psalmist calls us to trust in God. 

a. Three times: “trust in the Lord” – a Command! 

i. Israel = The Old Testament Church 

ii. Aaron = the priests (clergymen) 

iii. You who fear the Lord = God-fearing non-Christians  

iv. All people should trust in God 

b. O Israel, trust in the LORD! 
    He is their help and their shield. 
O house of Aaron, trust in the LORD! 
    He is their help and their shield. 
You who fear the LORD, trust in the LORD! 
    He is their help and their shield.                           (Psalm 115:9-11) 

c. Three-fold repetition of why we trust in God: 

i. He is their help and their shield. 

ii. Their Helper (Ezer) (the one who gives them aid) 

iii. Their Shield (the one who protects them) 

2. What are we trusting God to do for us?  To Bless Us! 

a. The LORD has remembered us; he will bless us; 
    he will bless the house of Israel; 
    he will bless the house of Aaron; 
he will bless those who fear the LORD, 
    both the small and the great. 
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May the LORD give you increase, 
    you and your children! 
May you be blessed by the LORD, 
    who made heaven and earth!                    (Psalm 115:12-15) 

b. Five times he calls upon God to bless people – the same people who trust in God! 

i. The House of Israel = the Church 

ii. The House of Aaron = the Priests (clergymen) 

iii. Those who fear the Lord = God-fearing non-believers 

iv. May the LORD give you increase, 
    you and your children! 
May you be blessed by the LORD, 
    who made heaven and earth!  (Psalm 115:14-15) 

c. We trust in God to bless us!  This is why we pray. 

The Lord spoke to Moses, saying, “Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying, Thus you shall bless the 
people of Israel: you shall say to them, 

The Lord bless you and keep you; 

the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; 

the Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace. 

“So shall they put my name upon the people of Israel, and I will bless them.”                    
(Numbers 6:22-27) 

3. Note: “…so shall you put my name upon the people, and I will bless them” (Numbers 6:27) 

4. God is glorified, and His name is honored when He blesses us. 

a. We become grateful to God when we see His blessings. 

b. The world takes notice of God when they are God’s blessings. 

c. Sinners are converted to God when they see God’s blessings. 

5. Jesus will follow the request to honor God’s name, pursue His Kingdom and do His will with three 
prayers of blessing for us – 

a. Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts, 
    as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil.  (Matt. 6:11-13) 

b. Faith in God yields blessings for believers. 

6. Is this selfish and self-seeking to think and pray this way?  No!  God the Creator will always be a 
blessing to His creatures.  Our very nature (creature) necessitates trusting God for blessings, and when 
we do so it honors God and glorifies His name – the name by which we pray. 
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a. God will ever be all-sufficient and the source of every good thing in life. 

Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights with 
whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. Of his own will he brought us forth by the 
word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures.  (James 1:17-18) 

b. God will ever be loving and gracious and prone to blessing us. 

c. We will ever be creatures, created to be dependent upon God, and always needy of His aid. 

d. We will always glorify God if we are honest about who He is and what we are, and so prone to 
pray for His blessings. 

7. Jesus is telling us that part of hallowing God’s name is to trust Him as our Heavenly Father.   

a. In The Sermon on the Mount, immediately after He gave us instructions about praying and not 
worrying, Jesus said this… 

Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, 
nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than 
clothing? Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet 
your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? And which of you by 
being anxious can add a single hour to his span of life? And why are you anxious about 
clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, 
even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. But if God so clothes the grass of 
the field, which today is alive and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more 
clothe you, O you of little faith? Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or 
‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For the Gentiles seek after all these things, and 
your heavenly Father knows that you need them all. But seek first the kingdom of God and his 
righteousness, and all these things will be added to you. (Matt. 6:25-33) 

Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. For 
everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will be 
opened. Or which one of you, if his son asks him for bread, will give him a stone? Or if he asks 
for a fish, will give him a serpent? If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your 
children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask 
him!  (Matthew 7:7-11) 

b. There is the act of faith in praying – 

i. Not worrying 

ii. Trusting God as Father 

iii. Asking for His “good things” (blessings) 

c. If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your 
Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask him!  (Matt. 7:11) 

8. Illustration: A professional educator said to me recently, “Mike, the young parents today are the first 
generation of Americans to rear their children by a committee of their peers rather than the help of their 
parents and the advice of their grandparents.  And that is why parenting skills are at an all-time low in 
the American culture.” 
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a. How do we do this?  We call up our fellow mothers and fathers and ask – 

i. “Is your daughter going to the dance this Friday?” 

ii. “Is your son struggling with pornography like my son is?” 

iii. “Are you allowing your kids to have a smartphone at age 13?” 

b. These are questions you should not ask your young parent peers but your parents and 
grandparents! 

i. “Mom, how old should Missy be before we allow her to date and go to dances?” 

ii. “Dad, Junior has gotten into porn on his laptop; how should I handle this?” 

iii. “Grandpa, do you think a middle schooler can responsibly handle an iPhone?” 

c. Root Problem?  Two-fold issue 

i. We don’t want to trust our parents and grandparents.  We don’t want wisdom from the 
aged. 

ii. We want answers from our peers that we like to hear.  We want reinforcement of our 
opinions. 

d. This is why we are failing as parents. 

9. We treat God as Father in the same way: We build our lives around the opinions, fashions, trends and 
political correctness of our age (peers) rather than the wisdom of an eternally wise and loving Father. 

a. This is why we are failing as pastors, as churches, as Christian families. 

b. When we do not trust God as our Heavenly Father, we fail to pray, and we forfeit His 
blessings. 

c. Psalms 14:1 and 53:1 remind us of this truth. 

The fool says in his heart, “There is no God.”  They are corrupt, they do abominable deeds, 
there is none who does good.  (Psalm 14:1) 

The fool says in his heart, “There is no God.” They are corrupt, doing abominable iniquity; 
there is none who does good.  (Psalm 53:1) 

d. i.e., the Practical Atheist: He doesn’t openly deny God; he merely says in his heart that God is 
irrelevant to daily living.  He is prayerless, unblessed, corrupted and failing. 

10. We hallow God’s Name when we truly trust Him as our Heavenly Father and ask Him for His favor and 
blessings. 

 

 

III. WE PRAY BECAUSE OUR PRAYER GIVES PRAISE TO GOD  (Psalm 115:16-18) 

The heavens are the Lord's heavens, 
    but the earth he has given to the children of man. 
The dead do not praise the Lord, 
    nor do any who go down into silence. 
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But we will bless the Lord 
    from this time forth and forevermore. 
Praise the Lord!  (Psalm 115:16-18) 

1. In this third stanza of Psalm 115, the Psalmist says: “God has placed us on earth and given us life in 
order to bless the Lord now and forevermore.  And this is how we bless the Lord – we praise Him as 
God, Father, and Lord.” 

2. Our prayers offer unpolluted praise to God if… 

a. First: They honor God as the only one who can do what we ask (for if we could do it ourselves, 
we wouldn’t need to ask God for help). 

b. Second: They bring all of life under the Lord’s dominion, for all we pray about – health, love, 
sex, family, job, ministry, home and hobbies, recreation, redemption and renewal – we 
acknowledge to be under Christ’s Lordship.  Whatever you pray about, you are giving to God – 
putting it in Christ’s Hands! 

c. Third: They show forth our gratitude to God, for thanksgiving is the highest form of praise.  
When we give thanks to God for answered prayer, we make ourselves beholding to God. 

d. Psalm 100 captures these three truths in one prayer: 

i. Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth! 
    Serve the LORD with gladness! 
    Come into his presence with singing! 

Know that the LORD, he is God! 
    It is he who made us, and we are his; 
    we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving, 
    and his courts with praise! 
    Give thanks to him; bless his name! 

For the LORD is good; 
    his steadfast love endures forever, 
    and his faithfulness to all generations.  (Psalm 100) 

3. Observation: I have noticed, over the years, that three types of people have lousy prayer lives. 

a. The ungrateful who never express thankfulness 

b. The control-freak who must always be in control 

c. The proud who cannot admit their need for anyone 

4. The Apostle Paul tells us that our failure to praise God with gratitude is the root cause of why people 
fall away from God and turn to the vain idols of this world. 

For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became 
futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. Claiming to be wise, they became fools, 
and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man and birds and animals 
and creeping things.  (Romans 1:21-23) 
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5. Grateful people praise God in prayer and thus honor Him as God by hallowing His Name in prayer. 

 

 

CONCLUSION:   The first petition of the Lord's Prayer is the most important of the six petitions… 

1. And lies at the very center of the Heart of Christianity: the honor of God’s Name. 

2. D. A. Carson: Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount: and His Confrontation with the World; p. 70. 

In a way, to pray, “Hallowed be your name” is to pray, “Make me holy.  Grant that I may reverence you.  
Work in me and in other men so that we will acknowledge your unsurpassed and glorious holiness always.”  
The highest goal is not that we be made holy; the highest goal is rather that God’s name be hallowed.  This 
removes man from the center of the picture, and gives that place to God alone.  Man—even transformed 
man—is not the chief goal of this universe.  Man’s chief raison-d’etre is indeed, as the theologians have told 
us, to glorify God and to enjoy him forever.  This one brief petition has so much meat in it for profitable 
meditation, so many implications about how we are to think about God, that it is sufficient in itself to drive 
us to our knees.  

3. When we do not hallow God’s Name, we forget who God is, what Christ has done for us, and what kind of 
sinners we really are. 

4. The results are tragic: fallen and disgraced pastors, the senseless murder of innocent people in church, laws 
that promote the ruin of a nation 

5. To our non-Christian friends here with us today: To rightfully pray this prayer, you must be both a 
disciple of Jesus and a child of God – i.e., you must be a Christian: trusting in Christ for salvation; looking 
to God in faith.  We welcome you to Christ, to the family of God, to this Prayer of Prayers. 

6. In 1535, Martin Luther was once asked by his Barber, how he could learn to pray.  Luther’s answer was 
brilliant. 

a. He told his Barber that he prayed every morning through the Three Formulae: The Creed, the 
Commandments, the Lord's Prayer. 

b. He then wrote a pamphlet on this method and His prayers which he titled A Simple Way to Pray. 

c. We have already prayed some of Luther’s Prayers from this book (and will do so each Sunday while 
we are in the Lord's Prayer). 

7. Some one hundred and seventy seven (177) years later, Matthew Henry produced a book called, A Method 
of Prayer, using the Lord's Prayer as his model and guide.  I will close each sermon on the Lord's Prayer 
with some of Henry’s prayers… 

8. Let us Pray: “O, Lord God, Our Father in Heaven… 

Thou hast commanded us to pray always, with all prayer and supplication with thanksgiving, and to watch 
thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints.  To continue in prayer; and in everything 
with prayer and supplication to make our request known to God.  Thou hast directed us to ask, and seek, 
and knock, and hast promised that we shall receive, we shall find, and it shall be opened for us.  Thou hast 
appointed us a great high-priest, in whose name we may come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may 
find mercy and grace to help in time of need.  Thou hast assured us, that while the sacrifice of the wicked is 
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an abomination to the Lord, the prayer of the upright is his delight; and that he offers praise glorifies thee, 
and the sacrifice of thanksgiving shall please the Lord better than that of an ox or bullock that has horns 
and hoofs.  Thou art he that hearest prayer, and therefore unto thee shall all flesh come.  Thou sayest, Seek 
ye my face, and our hearts answer, thy face, Lord, will we seek.  For should not a people seek unto their 
God?  Whither shall we go but to thee?  Thou hast the words of eternal life.  

Whom have we in heaven but thee; and there is none upon earth that we desire besides thee, or in 
comparison of thee: When our flesh and our heart fail, be thou the strength of our heart, and our portion 
forever; the portion of our inheritance in the other world, and of our cup in this, and then we will say that 
the lines are fallen unto us in pleasant places, and that we have a goodly heritage.  

…this prayer we humbly make, to the hallowing of Thy Name, for we pray in the Name of Jesus our Lord. 

- Amen  
 


