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First Timothy 2:1-7                       September 13, 2015 am 
Justice Conference                Justice Sunday 
IM1506 

“A Peaceful and Quiet Life” 

INTRODUCTION:   This Sunday we have been focusing our attention on a major spiritual challenge in our 
society… 

1. Human Trafficking: the 21st Century version of slavery 

2. Last year, the Session introduced our congregation to seven areas of mercy ministry often overlooked by the 
church.  We did so using David Johnson’s curriculum Get Off Our Donkey – a reference to the Good 
Samaritan: 

a. High school dropouts 

b. The elderly 

c. Abortion 

d. Homeless children 

e. Prisoners 

f. Immigrants  

g. Human Trafficking (slavery) 

3. Today is our first Justice Sunday – an annual focus each September when we will focus on some aspect of 
justice and mercy. 

a. He has told you, O man, what is good; 
    and what does the LORD require of you 
but to do justice, and to love kindness, 
    and to walk humbly with your God?  (Micah 6:8) 

b. But let justice roll down like waters, 
    and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.  (Amos 5:24) 

c. This first focus: Human Trafficking 

4. Human Trafficking is a growing concern in the United States and around the world.  

a. The United Nations “Protocol to Prevent and Punish Trafficking in Persons, especially Woman and 
Children” (art. 3).  Definition of Human Trafficking… 

The recruitment, transportation, transfer, harboring or receipt of persons, by means of threat or use 
of force or other forms of coercion, of abduction, of fraud, of deception, of the abuse of power or of 
a position of vulnerability or the giving or receiving of payments or benefits to achieve the consent 
of a person having control over another person, for the purpose of exploitation.  Exploitation shall 
include, at a minimum, the exploitation or the prostitution of others or other forms of sexual 
exploitation, forced labor or services, slavery or practices similar to slavery, servitude or the 
removal of organs (Unites States Department of State, 2012). 

b. The N. C. Governor’s Crime Commission: Human Trafficking in North Carolina: Human Beings as 
a Commodity (pp. 1-2) 
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The definition of human trafficking changes according to jurisdictions and individuals.  In general, it 
is defined as holding a person in involuntary servitude (domestic, labor or sexual servitude) by 
force, coercion or debt bondage. Around the world, victims range from child soldiers and child 
brides, to housekeepers, nannies, farm laborers, prostitutes and beggars.  However, labor and 
domestic trafficking are estimated to make up more than 68 percent of the population of trafficked 
people worldwide.   

c. Human Trafficking forces people – mostly women and children – into numerous lines of work: 

1. Sex work  

2. Sex laboring 

3. Pornography 

4. Entertainment (dancing) 

5. Domestic labor  

6. Personal service 

7. Food service industry 

8. Agricultural labor/construction 

9. Sweatshop work 

10. Begging 

11. Domestic services 

12. Military service

d. The average age of a person who is trafficked?  Age 12 

e. The typical profile of a slave: a poor, lone female 

f. The number of people so enslaved?  Difficult to both identify and count these people.  Estimates 
range between 26 million and 800,000 worldwide; and 14-17,000 in the USA (N.C. Governor’s 
Crime Commission) 
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g. International Labor Organization 

i. 1.5 million in labor trafficking in the west 

ii. 20 million in the world 

iii. 4.5 forced into sexual exploitation 

h. The United Nations estimates 2.4 million annually worldwide ($32 billion industry) 

5. In 2012, the National Human Trafficking Resource Center logged in 512 calls reporting trafficking in North 
Carolina. (99 of them from Charlotte) 

a. Network of highways, large cities, agricultural work, military bases, meat packing industry, big 
construction industry, a coastal state, with a growing immigrant population 

b. These high numbers put NC and Charlotte in the Top Ten for Human Trafficking! 

6. But…you’ve heard all the statistics and some of the dark details of this subject. 

7. My purpose this morning is to offer you some encouragement as we face this great evil as the Church of 
Christ. 

a. Now we know that the law is good, if one uses it lawfully, understanding this, that the law is not laid 
down for the just but for the lawless and disobedient, for the ungodly and sinners, for the unholy and 
profane, for those who strike their fathers and mothers, for murderers, the sexually immoral, men 
who practice homosexuality, enslavers, liars, perjurers, and whatever else is contrary to sound 
doctrine, in accordance with the gospel of the glory of the blessed God with which I have been 
entrusted.  (1 Tim. 1:8-11) 

b. Note: “enslavers”; those who deal in the trafficking of human beings. 

8. So, let’s turn to First Timothy 2:1-7, and let’s note four things to give us perspective… 

First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all people, 
for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified 
in every way. This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, who desires all people to be 
saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. For there is one God, and there is one mediator between 
God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all, which is the testimony given at 
the proper time. For this I was appointed a preacher and an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not lying), 
a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.  (1 Timothy 2:1-7) 

 

 

I. First: We Are Called to Prayer Over Human Trafficking (v. 1, 2) 

First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all people, 
for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified 
in every way.                (1 Timothy 2:1-2) 

1. Our greatest weapon is prayer: The calling down of God’s power to solve human predicaments. 

Call to me and I will answer you, and will tell you great and hidden things that you have not known.  
(Jer. 33:3) 
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2. Every person here can/should pray regularly for these 7 facets of mercy ministry we’re involved in.  I 
suggest one per day: 
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Mon: Abortion 

Tues: Homeless children 

Wed: The elderly 

Thurs: H. S. dropouts 

Fri: Immigrants 

Sat: Prisoners 

Sun: Human Trafficking 

3. Throughout the history of mankind, Christianity (the church) has opposed slavery, prayed for its 
abolition, and taken constructive and legal measures to force it out of our societies. 

4. Slavery is on the rise again, around the world, and so we must now rise up in prayer to put an end to this 
evil. 

 

 

II. Second: We Must Use Government Authorities for Help (v. 2, 3) 

This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, who desires all people to be saved and to 
come to the knowledge of the truth.  (1 Timothy 2:3-4) 

1. “…Kings (Presidents) and all who are in high positions (government officials)”… 

2. Remember: The Government is “God’s servant (minister) for your good.” 

Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and 
those that exist have been instituted by God. Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists what God 
has appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment. For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, 
but to bad. Would you have no fear of the one who is in authority? Then do what is good, and you will 
receive his approval, for he is God's servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does 
not bear the sword in vain. For he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries out God's wrath on the 
wrongdoer. Therefore one must be in subjection, not only to avoid God's wrath but also for the sake of 
conscience.                     (Romans 13:1-5) 

3. Paul states clearly what God’s perfect will is for our city, state, nation and world… 

a. … that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way. This is good, and 
it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior.                                 (1 Timothy 2:2-3) 

b. Peaceful and quiet life: Law and order; peace and safety 

c. Godly: Concerned about the things of God (piety) 

d. Dignified in every way: Treating all with respect and dignity 

4. Christians are citizens.  And citizens have both a right and a duty to appeal to the State to address 
trouble and redress evils. 

5. The U. S. Government has strict, comprehensive, and expanding laws and legal measures to eliminate 
trafficking.  We need to use these freely. 

 

 

III. Third: We Should See Trafficking as a Spiritual Issue (v. 3, 4) 
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This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, who desires all people to be saved and to 
come to the knowledge of the truth.  (1 Timothy 2:3-4) 

1. This is a gospel issue: Men and women for whom Christ died are being enslaved to sins and miseries, 
denying them spiritual freedom. 

a. For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of 
slavery. (Galatians 5:1) 

b. For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for 
the flesh, but through love serve one another.  (Galatians 5:13) 

2. We have an opportunity to help immigrants, runaway girls, illegal workers, crooked employers, forced 
domestic servants and those who use them, and others involved in this travesty, come to know Christ. 

3. The Basic Issue: Human Trafficking can only be eradicated by the Gospel. 

4. Paul says, “Once people come to the knowledge of the truth (the Gospel) things will change.” 

5. Our ministry efforts to eliminate human trafficking is Gospel mission applied. 

 

 

IV. Fourth: We Need to Keep Christ Central (v. 5-7) 

For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave 
himself as a ransom for all, which is the testimony given at the proper time. For this I was appointed a 
preacher and an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.  
(1 Timothy 2:5-7) 

1. Jesus Christ – the Mediator: go-between, facilitator, the one who represents God to men and men to 
God. 

2. And…the Only One who can “fix” this entire mess of human trafficking: to free us all to serve God and 
love each other… 

a. So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my 
disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” They answered him, “We 
are offspring of Abraham and have never been enslaved to anyone. How is it that you say, ‘You 
will become free’?”  (John 8:31-33) 

b. Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who practices sin is a slave to sin. The 
slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains forever. So if the Son sets you free, 
you will be free indeed.  (John 8:34-36) 

3. The real slaves are those who enslave others; Jesus can set them free, and in the process, put an end to 
all slavery. 

4. We must rely on Christ alone to give us victory in this fight. 
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CONCLUSION:  One of our Christ Covenant Church members recently moved out of state, is a shining 
example of all this… 

1. Prayer, legal help, gospel witness, power of Christ 

2. Please listen as I read her story in her own words: 

I had been taking my son to a sport in Matthews for almost 2 years.  It was run by and attended by those 
representing many cultural backgrounds.  I listened and observed and often wondered if things weren’t 
quite right, yet my unfamiliarity with the cultures and the sport caused me internal struggle.  When I had 
time I sat and talked with other moms who wanted to better their English language skills and interviewed 
them for what life was like in their countries of origin and the reasons they fled.  God realigned my 
perspective frequently.  Most of the international leadership were men, so when a young international 
woman, sharing my first name, was hired, I gravitated toward her smiley, bubbly, personality.  She was 
eager to talk and share her life, yet that was highly discouraged.  In February, she shared with me, her 
husband needed IT work under a sponsorship because her income was not meeting their basic needs.  We 
exchanged cell numbers and I started asking around.  I quickly realized the difficulty regarding 
sponsorships.  On the first day of Spring Break,  ___ called.  I picked her up from their apartment in 
Matthews as I made my errands.  She explained she had been released of her job and the situation around 
it.  She knew her facts about how she was hired, fired, what was required and the details of her contract.  I 
took ______ and ______ to meet Pastor Miller and Nancy Stout.  The more we talked they had a case to 
change their VISAs to stay legally, however, they had this possible labor trafficking situation that seemed to 
qualify.  I spent much time with them as they were easily on my daily routes and could help them meet their 
needs while I met those of our family.  After helping them file their taxes for 2 months of work, ____ and I 
introduced them to Chick-Fil-A.  They reciprocated later that week by making our family Indian Cuisine.  
I’ve taken them to 2 different attorneys and made calls on their behalf.  The 3 avenues that have come to her 
aid are the Human Trafficking Hotline, World Relief, and an attorney in Charlotte.  Currently, _______ 
makes jewelry for Fashion and Compassion, a non-profit supporting the needs of traffic victims.  
________’s thinking broadened from looking out for her life and future to that of others in her same 
situation.  I was able to speak with others in this sport leadership whom I’d been observing.  Their 
testimony confirmed everything I had seen and so much more.  They have all come forward and together 
support one another and look forward to a brighter future.  This is an open case with the U. S. Department 
of Homeland Security.  At the end of this investigation, _____ and others should receive a T Visa for Traffic 
victims and she and ________ will remain in the U.S. legally for life, live and work freely and be financially 
compensated for their specific losses.  The institution will have permanent consequences.  ____ came 
willingly as an athlete to teach her sport, but God had bigger plans in her story.  I connected with her 
because I saw her as my daughter and _____ as my son-in-law as they are the same age as my oldest son.  I 
couldn’t imagine my son in another country with no one coming to his aid.  God has encouraged her to 
continue in the battle because she had a local “mom” to walk beside her.  Their story has become important 
in the Charlotte area, encouraging and strengthening the ministry of non-profit human trafficking agencies 
who walk beside them.  

3. •  Pray 

•  Keep your “antennae” up 

•  Do not hesitate to press into odd situations 

•  Become informed 
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•  Use the resources provided for your aid 

•  Act decisively 

4. I believe that if the church does nothing, slavery will continue to surge back, around the world.  We can 
make a difference. 

First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all people, 
for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified 
in every way. This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, who desires all people to be 
saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. For there is one God, and there is one mediator between 
God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all, which is the testimony given at 
the proper time. For this I was appointed a preacher and an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not lying), 
a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.  (1 Timothy 2:1-7) 

 


