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First John 2:7-17                       September 27, 2015 pm 
Living As the Children of Light                     First John  
1J1502 

“The Primary Command: Walk in Love” 

INTRODUCTION:   Jesus once told His apostles that He was giving them a New Commandment: Love. 

1. A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love 
one another. By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”  (John 
13:34-35) 

2. For John, the apostle, writing c. 98 AD, almost 70 years after Christ gave him that command… 
a. This is an old commandment.  Old because since the beginning of the New Testament era it had been 

known. 
Beloved, I am writing you no new commandment, but an old commandment that you had from the 
beginning…  (1 John 2:7a) 

b. But, at the same time, it is a new commandment.  New because it introduces a new age. 
The old commandment is the word that you have heard. At the same time, it is a new commandment 
that I am writing to you, which is true in him and in you, because the darkness is passing away and 
the true light is already shining.  (1 John 2:7b-8) 

3. This is St. John’s style of writing: to contrast two things in order to make a third point. 
a. Light and darkness = holiness 
b. Old commandment and new commandment = love 
c. Knowing and not knowing = salvation, etc. 

4. John is writing to the church at Ephesus what was certainly to become an encyclical letter: an epistle meant 
to be read to all the churches… 

a. Encyclical from the Greek words 
i. en = in 

ii. kuklos = a circle 
iii. “in a circle” = for the circuit 

b. Biblical examples: The Book of Revelation; to be read to the 7 churches on a Roman postal route in 
Asia Minor.  
I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet saying, 
“Write what you see in a book and send it to the seven churches, to Ephesus and to Smyrna and to 
Pergamum and to Thyatira and to Sardis and to Philadelphia and to Laodicea.”  (Revelation 1:10-
11) 

c. Ephesians: oldest copy has a blank: to the church at ________.  “Ephesus” is filled in. 
i. And when this letter has been read among you, have it also read in the church of the 

Laodiceans; and see that you also read the letter from Laodicea. (Colossians 4:16) 
ii. “Letter from Laodicea = our Ephesian epistle 

d. General Epistles: written to the church in general: James, 1 and 2 Peter, Jude, 1-3 John and Hebrews 
e. Illustration: The Papal encyclical letters to the churches of Roman Catholicism.  Referred to as 

Papal Bulls. 
5. At the end of the first century, there were troubling heresies rising up in the church: Cerenthianism, 

Nicalaitan heresy and Gnosticism. 
a. Some of these are mentioned in the messages to the seven churches of Asia Minor in Revelation 2-3. 
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b. Denied the incarnation of God in Jesus Christ, did not believe holiness was possible or necessary in 
this life, permitted sexual immorality, denied apostolic authority, wrote bogus books to add to 
Scripture, and claimed that only a select few has a true knowledge (gnosis) of God – and this by 
esoteric experience. 

c. The Gnostics were a combination of liberal Christians and fleshly Charismatics. 
6. These early heresies upset the New Testament church because they were experiencing a crisis of authority. 

a. John was the last apostle.  He was in his late 80’s or early 90’s.  Soon to die. 
b. The church was experiencing Roman persecution. 
c. Question: “Who will govern, guard and guide us when the apostles are all gone?” 
d. Clyde Manschreck: A History of Christianity in the World: From Persecution to Uncertainty; p. 35. 

Very soon after the death and resurrection of Christ, problems developed within the Christian 
community which gave impetus to what Ernst Troeltsch has called the greatest sociological 
achievement of the time – the formation of the Christian church.  The struggle was bitter, 
complicated by the persecutions, eschatological expectations, burgeoning missions, and invading 
ideas.  But, by the end of the second century the Christian community had an organized clergy, a 
creed, a canon.  Excrescences and deviations had been answered.  A set authority (creed and canon) 
and a fluid authority (the clergy) had been established.  Although these authorities, later designated 
Scripture and Tradition, often have been buffeted and blemished, they have basically shaped 
Christianity for 2,000 years.  

e. Answer: Canon…Creed…Clergy… 
i. Canon: an agreed-upon, established set of 66 inspired books 

ii. Creed: Apostles' Creed and Nicene Creed 
iii. Clergy: pastors, elders, deacons (bishops) 

7. Did you notice Clyde Manschreck’s subtitle to his textbook? 
a. …from persecution to uncertainty 
b. From persecution  = the age of the early church (30-323AD) 
c. To uncertainty = the 21st century western church 

8. Listen to the voices you hear today, from both liberal and conservative pulpits, in both reformed and broadly 
evangelical circles. 

a. Uncertainty, especially among Generation X and Millennials 
b. They criticize the certainty of Baby Boomers and older Christians, calling us “smug,” “proud,” 

“legalistic,” “close-minded.” 
c. It is fashionable to be uncertain about spiritual things – all of us on a “journey” to discover faith. 

9. The result?  Gen Xer’s, Millennials, and not a few late Boomers are… 
a. Uncertain whether homosexuality, fornication or porn are sins 
b. Uncertain that Jesus is the only way to God; that’s so narrow! 
c. Uncertain that their Muslim, Hindu or atheistic friends will really go to hell when they die; they’re 

such “nice people” 
d. Uncertain that the Bible is truly relevant and reliable, especially in areas of morality or social ethics; 

Inspired?  Probably so.  A reliable authority today?  Not so sure…uhh…probably not! 
e. Uncertain what the Gospel really is.  Is it just justification and adoption (all grace), or does it include 

sanctification (obedience)? 
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10. John the apostle is anything but uncertain.  In all the 66 books of the Bible, none is as black ‘n white; as 
authoritative in tone, as certain in its doctrinal and ethical statements; and as absolute in its view of faith as 
First John.  Listen to these statements – 

a. Whoever loves his brother abides in the light, and in him there is no cause for stumbling. But 
whoever hates his brother is in the darkness and walks in the darkness, and does not know where he 
is going, because the darkness has blinded his eyes.  (1 John 2:10-11) 

b. No one born of God makes a practice of sinning, for God's seed abides in him, and he cannot keep 
on sinning because he has been born of God. By this it is evident who are the children of God, and 
who are the children of the devil: whoever does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor is the 
one who does not love his brother.  (1 John 3:9-10) 

c. By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh 
is from God, and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the 
antichrist, which you heard was coming and now is in the world already. Little children, you are 
from God and have overcome them, for he who is in you is greater than he who is in the world. They 
are from the world; therefore they speak from the world, and the world listens to them. We are from 
God. Whoever knows God listens to us; whoever is not from God does not listen to us. By this we 
know the Spirit of truth and the spirit of error.                      (1 John 4:2-6) 

d. And this is the testimony, that God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. Whoever has the 
Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life. I write these things to you 
who believe in the name of the Son of God that you may know that you have eternal life.  (1 John 
5:11-13) 

11. John writes this way to give certainty to the early church:  
a. The Central Truth: God is Light (1:1-2:6) 

i. This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light, and in 
him is no darkness at all.  (1 John 1:5) 

ii. This is the message… 
b. The Primary Command: Love God and others (2:7-17) 

i. Beloved, I am writing you no new commandment, but an old commandment that you had 
from the beginning. The old commandment is the word that you have heard.  At the same 
time, it is a new commandment that I am writing to you, which is true in him and in you, 
because the darkness is passing away and the true light is already shining.  (1 John 2:7-8) 

ii. The New/Old Commandment… 
12. First John 2:7-17…three points John makes 

a. The Primary Command (2:7-11) 
b. The Three Great Temptations (2:12-14) 
c. The One Litmus Test (2:15-17) 

 

 

I. THE PRIMARY COMMAND: LOVE YOUR BROTHER             (1 John 2:7-11) 
Beloved, I am writing you no new commandment, but an old commandment that you had from the 
beginning. The old commandment is the word that you have heard. At the same time, it is a new 
commandment that I am writing to you, which is true in him and in you, because the darkness is passing 
away and the true light is already shining. Whoever says he is in the light and hates his brother is still in 
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darkness. Whoever loves his brother abides in the light, and in him there is no cause for stumbling. But 
whoever hates his brother is in the darkness and walks in the darkness, and does not know where he is 
going, because the darkness has blinded his eyes.  (1 John 2:7-11) 
1. First: John acknowledges that the command to love God and love your brother (neighbor) is an old 

commandment… 
a. Beloved, I am writing you no new commandment, but an old commandment that you had from 

the beginning. The old commandment is the word that you have heard.  (1 John 2:7) 
b. Moses clearly set this before the Old Testament church. 

i. “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. You shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. And these words that I 
command you today shall be on your heart. You shall teach them diligently to your 
children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the 
way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. You shall bind them as a sign on your 
hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. You shall write them on the 
doorposts of your house and on your gates.  (Deuteronomy 6:4-9) 

ii. You shall not hate your brother in your heart, but you shall reason frankly with your 
neighbor, lest you incur sin because of him. You shall not take vengeance or bear a 
grudge against the sons of your own people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: 
I am the LORD.  (Leviticus 19:17-18) 

c. Jesus reinforced these two “love commandments,” not once but several times during His earthly 
ministry. 

i. But when the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered 
together. And one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. “Teacher, which is 
the great commandment in the Law?” And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the great 
and first commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. 
On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.” (Matthew 22:34-40) 

ii. Key: “On these two commandments depend all the law and the prophets” (i.e., all the 
Old Testament) 

iii. And one of the scribes came up and heard them disputing with one another, and seeing 
that he answered them well, asked Him, “Which commandment is the most important of 
all?” Jesus answered, “The most important is, ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the 
Lord is one. And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ The second is this: ‘You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than these.” 
And the scribe said to him, “You are right, Teacher. You have truly said that he is one, 
and there is no other besides him.  (Mark 12:28-32) 

iv. Key: “You are not far from the Kingdom of God” (i.e., salvation) 
v. And behold, a lawyer stood up to put him to the test, saying, “Teacher, what shall I do to 

inherit eternal life?” He said to him, “What is written in the Law? How do you read it?” 
And he answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind, and your neighbor as 
yourself.” And he said to him, “You have answered correctly; do this, and you will live.”  
(Luke 10:25-28) 
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vi. Key: “…do this and you will live (i.e., eternally) 
d. So, John’s emphasis on love is not new; it is God’s message from the beginning. 

2. Second: there is something new about this love commandment… 
a. A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also 

are to love one another. By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love 
for one another.”  (John 13:34-35) 

b. What makes it new is Jesus Christ 
i. At the same time, it is a new commandment that I am writing to you, which is true in him 

and in you, because the darkness is passing away and the true light is already shining.  (1 
John 2:8) 

ii. In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it. 
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness, to bear 
witness about the light, that all might believe through him. He was not the light, but came 
to bear witness about the light. 
The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the 
world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. He came to 
his own, and his own people did not receive him. But to all who did receive him, who 
believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, who were born, not of 
blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.  (John 1:4-13) 

c. Gist: Only Christians who are “in Him” (i.e., in Christ) can love God and love their neighbors. 
d. Why?  Because it takes the Holy Spirit to produce this kind of love in us. 
e. Only the “children of God” = “children of light” possess this potential to so love God and 

others. 
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. And those who belong to Christ 
Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. If we live by the Spirit, let us also 
keep in step with the Spirit. Let us not become conceited, provoking one another, envying one 
another.  (Galatians 5:22-26) 

3. All the apostles took up this New Commandment of Jesus and taught it to the church – 
a. Paul said (wrote) this… 

i. Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has 
fulfilled the law. For the commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall not 
murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are 
summed up in this word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” Love does no 
wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.  (Romans 13:8-10) 

ii. For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an 
opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another. For the whole law is 
fulfilled in one word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” But if you bite and 
devour one another, watch out that you are not consumed by one another. (Gal. 5:13-15) 

iii. Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual should restore 
him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be tempted. Bear one 
another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.  (Galatians 6:1-2) 

b. And Peter stressed the same thing… 
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i. Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a sincere brotherly love, 
love one another earnestly from a pure heart, since you have been born again, not of 
perishable seed but of imperishable, through the living and abiding word of God. (1 Peter 
1:22-23) 

ii. Live as people who are free, not using your freedom as a cover-up for evil, but living as 
servants of God. Honor everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor. 
(1 Peter 2:16-17) 

iii. For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith with virtue, and virtue 
with knowledge, and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with steadfastness, and 
steadfastness with godliness, and godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly 
affection with love.  (2 Peter 1:5-7) 

c. James, the brother of Jesus, agrees.  He writes to us… 
If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, “You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself,” you are doing well. But if you show partiality, you are committing sin and are 
convicted by the law as transgressors. For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point 
has become accountable for all of it. For he who said, “Do not commit adultery,” also said, “Do 
not murder.” If you do not commit adultery but do murder, you have become a transgressor of 
the law. So speak and so act as those who are to be judged under the law of liberty. For 
judgment is without mercy to one who has shown no mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment.  
(James 2:8-13) 

d. The author of Hebrews wrote: “Let brotherly love continue,” and then gave us 12 practical ways 
to love others (Hebrews 13). 

4. For John (and Jesus) the difference between darkness and light is the power of love: 
a. Whoever says he is in the light and hates his brother is still in darkness. Whoever loves his 

brother abides in the light, and in him there is no cause for stumbling. But whoever hates his 
brother is in the darkness and walks in the darkness, and does not know where he is going, 
because the darkness has blinded his eyes.  (1 John 2:9-11) 

b. The True Light    loving your brothers. 
c. Darkness      hating your brothers. 
d. Love is “abiding in the light.” 
e. Darkness “blinds” us so we lose our way. 

5. To speak of love is difficult because Americans have so loaded up that word with unbiblical ideas that it 
is almost meaningless – 

a. “to make love” often means the opposite; using another person to satisfy your lust. 
b. “open love” – to excuse away any kind of sex or marriage arrangements (polygamy, same-sex 

unions, adultery, fornication, etc.) 
c. “love” often means permissiveness, cheap grace, a refusal to discipline, take a stand or simply 

say “No” to someone. 
d. Illustration: Same-sex marriage advocates using this word to justify their request for the 

Supreme Court ruling.  In truth, homosexual unions cannot be true love because they are rooted 
in darkness, contrary to God’s law, contrary to Christ’s way of life, and hurtful of others. 

i. Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.                   
(Romans 13:10) 

ii. If you love me, you will keep my commandments.  (John 14:15) 
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iii. This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. Greater love 
has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends. You are my friends if 
you do what I command you. No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not 
know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard 
from my Father I have made known to you. You did not choose me, but I chose you and 
appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that 
whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you. These things I command 
you, so that you will love one another.  (John 15:12-17) 

e. So, the placards and slogans “Love Wins!” used by same-sex marriage proponents, is far from 
true.  In truth, “love lost” in the Supreme Court decision. 

6. The way of Jesus, the law of Christ, the life of light, is to love God enough to obey His commandments 
and to love others in a way that practices self-denial for the other person’s good.  This is how Jesus 
loved us! 
This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.  (John 15:12) 

7. At each stage of life there are sin patterns we must overcome in order to live a life of love… 

 

 

II. THE THREE GREAT ENEMIES OF TRUE LOVE                  (1 John 2:12-14) 

I am writing to you, little children, 
    because your sins are forgiven for his name's sake. 
I am writing to you, fathers, 
    because you know him who is from the beginning. 
I am writing to you, young men, 
    because you have overcome the evil one. 
I write to you, children, 
    because you know the Father. 
I write to you, fathers, 
    because you know him who is from the beginning. 
I write to you, young men, 
    because you are strong, 
    and the word of God abides in you, 
    and you have overcome the evil one.  (1 John 2:12-14) 

1. John writes to three groups of Christians in the church: 
a. Little children: young believers and new converts 
b. Young men: Christians in the prime of life 
c. Fathers: the older, wiser, more mature saints 

2. Listen carefully: To each group, he writes: 
a. Explaining why they can learn to love 
b. Warning them about a besetting sin 

3. In so doing, John connects these two passages 
a. I am writing to you, little children, 

    because your sins are forgiven for his name's sake. 
I am writing to you, fathers, 



8 

1J1502 
 

    because you know him who is from the beginning. 
I am writing to you, young men, 
    because you have overcome the evil one. 
I write to you, children, 
    because you know the Father. 
I write to you, fathers, 
    because you know him who is from the beginning. 
I write to you, young men, 
    because you are strong, 
    and the word of God abides in you, 
    and you have overcome the evil one.                      (1 John 2:12-14) 

And 
b. Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father 

is not in him. For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and 
pride of life—is not from the Father but is from the world.  (1 John 2:15-16) 

c. Three groups: three besetting sins that prevent them from loving God and others. 
4. First: John writes to the “children”… 

a. I am writing to you, little children, because your sins are forgiven for his name's sake. (1 John 
2:12) 
I write to you, children, because you know the Father.  (1 John 2:13c) 

b. Both times he mentions “little children” 
c. Here’s what they have going for them – 

i. Their sins are forgiven for Christ’s sake. 
ii. They know the Father (experientially). 

iii. i.e., they are justified and adopted. 
d. But they must guard against the sin of children. 

i. the lust of the flesh 
ii. i.e., whatever feels good and feeds our physical appetites 

iii. e.g., too much candy, too many drinks, too much illicit sex 
iv. Proof?  Just set a candy jar before a 5-year-old; give an iPhone to an 11-year-old; or send 

off an 18-year-old to fraternity life on campus. 
v. Result?  Overindulgence in carnal pleasure to the physical, emotional and spiritual ruin 

of self and others… 
vi. Sick stomachs, minds plundered by video games, pregnant girls and DUI’s 

vii. Freedoms poorly handled to the ruin of many. 
viii. For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an 

opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another. For the whole law is 
fulfilled in one word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”  (Galatians 5:13-14) 

5. Second: John writes to the “young men”… 
a. I am writing to you, young men, because you have overcome the evil one. (1 John 2:13b) 
b. I write to you, young men, because you are strong, 

    and the word of God abides in you, and you have overcome the evil one.  (1 John 2:14b) 
c. Both times he mentions “young men” (people) 
d. Here’s what they have going for them – 



9 

1J1502 
 

i. They have overcome the evil one (Satan). 
ii. They are strong (in Word, in grace, in energy). 

iii. God’s Word abides in them (knowledge). 
iv. i.e., they are filled with the Word and the Spirit. 

e. But…they too have a besetting sin they must guard against, common to people in the prime of 
life… 

i. The lust of the eyes (covetousness, greed, materialism) 
ii. Their natural preoccupation with jobs, careers, houses, cars, providing for families, 

investments and the management of most of our institutions… 
iii. Can turn sour and become an ugly greed 
iv. This is the overindulgence in things. 

f. e.g., helicopter Moms with their huge SUV’s and spoiled kids, Dads who are workaholics, too 
much house, too much car; too many things to do to take you away from ministry and the pursuit 
of God. 

g. Issue?  Success and favor from God turned into idols. 
No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be 
devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money.  (Matthew 6:24) 

h. It turns people into monsters – even Christians! 
What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it not this, that your passions are at 
war within you? You desire and do not have, so you murder. You covet and cannot obtain, so you 
fight and quarrel. You do not have, because you do not ask. You ask and do not receive, because 
you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions. You adulterous people! Do you not know that 
friendship with the world is enmity with God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the 
world makes himself an enemy of God. Or do you suppose it is to no purpose that the Scripture 
says, “He yearns jealously over the Spirit that he has made to dwell in us”?  (James 4:1-5) 

6. Third: He turns to the “Fathers” (mature saints) and addresses them: 
a. I am writing to you, fathers, because you know him who is from the beginning.  (1 John 2:13a) 
b. I write to you, fathers, because you know him who is from the beginning.  (1 John 2:14a) 
c. Note: In both places he says the same thing. 
d. This is what mature saints have going for them:  They have known God a long time (from the 

beginning) and they have walked with Christ long enough to be humble.  
e. i.e., they have been sanctified a great deal 
f. But that is their besetting sin: Pride 

i. “The pride of life” 
ii. Thinking that you’ve lived so long that you know it all, can’t be taught, don’t want to 

change. 
g. No one is more resistant to change, as smug in their convictions, and as unteachable, as an old 

person. 
h. Danger: This pride ruins the wisdom they’ve gathered over the decades so that they turn off, 

alienate and hurt the younger folks who need their mentoring, their encouragement, and their 
shared experiences. 

7. Please see this: At every stage of spiritual life, the darkness of our besetting sins can snuff out the light 
of love and end up hurting ourselves and many, many other people. 
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8. But…there is a litmus test, which each of us must (can) apply to ourselves, to help us guard against the 
failure to live.  Here is that litmus test… 

 

 

III. THE LITMUS TEST FOR TRUE LOVE  (1 John 2:15-17) 

Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in 
him. For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride of life—is not 
from the Father but is from the world. And the world is passing away along with its desires, but whoever 
does the will of God abides forever.                  (1 John 2:15-17) 

1. Here is an example of John’s blunt, frank, black-and-white thinking: If you love the world, then you 
can’t love God (or others) because God’s love is not in you; the world’s love has taken its place. 

2. John tells us four things about “The World.” 
a. If we love the world, the love of God is not in us. 
b. All that is in (part of) the world is not from God the Father. 
c. The world is passing away with all its lusts. 
d. But the one who does the will of God (love) will outlast the world and live forever (with God in 

heaven). 
3. What does John mean by “the world”?  And why does he appear to say two opposite things? 

a. For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal life.  (John 3:16) 

b. Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father 
is not in him.  (1 John 2:15) 

4. Let’s allow Colin G. Kruse to explain this term to us: (The Letters of John: Pillar NTC; p. 74) 

The word kosmos occurs 23 times in 1 John, and its meaning varies according to the context.  In one 
place it means the natural world (3:17), in several places it bears a locative sense - the place into which 
various ones go or in which they live (4:1, 4, 9, 14, 17; cf. 2 John 7), in other places it denotes ‘worldly’ 
values or attitudes that are opposed to God (2:15-17 [6x]; 5:4 [2x], 5), and in yet other places it 
denotes the unbelieving world – people who are opposed to God, and who are under the power of the 
evil one (3:1, 13; 4:5 [3x]; 5:19). 

5. John Stott: The Letters of John: TNTC; pp. 106 ff. 
a. In the New Testament the Greek word kosmos denotes now the whole material order, the 

universe, now the planet earth, and now the totality of its human inhabitants.  But in John’s 
Gospel and letters it constantly refers to fallen humanity, hostile to God.  The word occurs so 
often that it may be helpful to summarize John’s teaching on this topic. 
We know that we are from God, and the whole world lies in the power of the evil one.                       
(1 John 5:19) 

b. The world is God’s mission field into which He sent Christ to save it: 
i. For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 

should not perish but have eternal life.  (John 3:16) 
ii. In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the 

world, so that we might live through him.  (1 John 4:9) 
c. Christians are in this world but not of this world. 
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i. Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the 
Father is not in him.  (1 John 2:15) 

ii. By this is love perfected with us, so that we may have confidence for the day of judgment, 
because as he is so also are we in this world.  (1 John 4:17) 

iii. Christians overcome this world. 
iv. Little children, you are from God and have overcome them, for he who is in you is 

greater than he who is in the world. They are from the world; therefore they speak from 
the world, and the world listens to them. We are from God. Whoever knows God listens to 
us; whoever is not from God does not listen to us. By this we know the Spirit of truth and 
the spirit of error.                      (1 John 4:4-6) 

6. We no longer use the words worldly or worldling, but we should. 
a. A worldly Christian is not truly a Christian at all. 

Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father 
is not in him. For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and 
pride of life—is not from the Father but is from the world.         (1 John 2:15-16) 

b. The “worldlings” of this world have put their faith, their hope and their love in fleeting pleasures. 
And the world is passing away along with its desires, but whoever does the will of God abides 
forever.  (1 John 2:17) 

c. So writes John Newton in his marvelous hymn “Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken, Zion City 
of Our God” 
Savior, if of Zion’s city I, through grace, a member am, let the world deride or pity, I will glory 
in thy name, fading is the world-ling’s pleasure, all his boasted pomp and show, solid joys and 
lasting treasure none but Zion’s children know. 

7. Here is a message for 21st century evangelicals… 

 

 

CLOSING:   At every stage of our spiritual life, we need to know these three things. 

1. To love God and our neighbors is the way of light and the most important law of God – the Primary 
Command! 
A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love 
one another. By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.  (John 
13:34-35) 

2. Pet sins will cause us to love ourselves and our pleasures, and the love of God cannot flow through us 
because we grieve the Holy Spirit. 
And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. Let all 
bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice. Be 
kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you.  Therefore be 
imitators of God, as beloved children. And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a 
fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.  (Ephesians 4:30-5:2) 

3. To love the world or to love God are our only two options, and we can’t do both – we must choose.  The 
love we choose determines our destiny!  We choose our kingdom, our loyalties, our “First Love” – 
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Then the seventh angel blew his trumpet, and there were loud voices in heaven, saying, “The kingdom of the 
world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he shall reign forever and ever.”  
(Revelation 11:15) 

4. Remember this: “…fading is the worldling’s pleasure – all his boasted pomp and show.  Solid joys and 
lasting treasure None but Zion’s Children Know! 
Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in 
him. For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride of life—is not 
from the Father but is from the world. And the world is passing away along with its desires, but whoever 
does the will of God abides forever.                      (1 John 2:15-17) 
 

 

 


