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Ephesians 4:25-31                             November 22, 2015 am 
The Christian Ethic                                The Ten Commandments 
TC1509 

 

“Preserving a Culture of Truth” 

INTRODUCTION:   We live in a Culture of Lies… 

1. A society full of “spin,” false advertising, politically correct falsehoods, manipulative information, character 
assassination, and “false witness.” 

2. This Culture of Lies is so subtle that we often miss it altogether and fall prey to its deceit. 

3. Illustration: Someone forwarded this web-post to me last week: 

a. World Daily News: “Justice Kennedy Compares Own Ruling to Nazi Germany.” 

b. Subtitle: “Jurists tells Christians to resign from office like those who opposed the Third Reich” 

c. Republican candidate Ted Cruz posted a video of a town hall meeting, and Supreme Court Justice 
Anthony Kennedy responding to a question 

d. Remember: Justice Kennedy was the swing vote and author of the Supreme Court decision to allow 
gay marriages. 

e. A young man stood to ask Mr. Kennedy this question about a Kentucky county clerk Kim Davis 
who refused to issue a marriage license to gays:  

You claim new insights into the nature of marriage require states to issue marriage licenses in 
accord with this alternative version of marriage. And I can understand a similar case, probably 
more attractive to those of us who think that rational norms guide the exercise of sexual autonomy 
like they do economic autonomy, that would be that new insights into the nature of human life 
require states to take steps to stop abortions. My question would be, in either of these cases, would 
you say that there are any state or federal officials with authority to act according to her own 
judgment of the truth of new insights or of the soundness of the court’s constitutional interpretation, 
or would it be illegal for any federal official or state official to act according to the old 
understanding of life and the Constitution that she still judges to be the truth of the matter? 

f. Justice Kennedy replied with these words: 

If I could rephrase it in a fair way, what is the duty of a public official if he or she cannot in good 
conscience, and consistent with their own personal and religious beliefs, enforce a law they think is 
morally corrupt? How many judges do you think resigned in the Third Reich? Three. Great respect, 
it seems to me, has to be given to people who resign rather than do something they think is morally 
wrong, in order to make a point. However, the rule of law is that, as a public official and performing 
your legal duties, you are bound to enforce the law. It's difficult sometimes to see whether or not 
what you're doing is transgressing your own personal philosophies – this requires considerable 
introspection. It's a fair question that officials can and should ask themselves. But certainly in an 
offhand comment, it would be difficult for me to say that people are free to ignore a decision of the 
Supreme Court. Lincoln went through this in the Dred Scott case. These are difficult moral 
questions. 
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g. Here was Justice Kennedy’s intended response: 

i. The issue concerns a public official and the difficult situation when their personal and 
religious beliefs cause them, in good conscience, to oppose a law. 

ii. Illustration: Of all the Judges under Hitler, only three had the moral courage to follow their 
conscience – a very admirable thing to do. 

iii. However, public law trumps personal conscience.  If a person cannot enforce the law, they 
should do the honorable thing and resign their office, for conscience’s sake. 

iv. This is a fair question but a difficult question – 

• “requiring considerable introspection” 

• A question officials “should ask themselves” 

• These are difficult “moral questions” 

v. “But certainly in an offhand comment, it would be difficult for me to say that people are free 
to ignore a decision of the Supreme Court.”  (i.e., “I can’t sanction disobedience to any law 
of the land”) 

h. Ted Cruz commented on this answer from Justice Kennedy: 

When a Supreme Court justice compares his own lawless rulings to the draconian oppression of the 
Nazis – and says that Christians should resign from public office if they will not surrender to his 
imperious decrees – that really says it all. Those are his words, not mine. Justice Kennedy is holding 
up the Nazis as exemplars for the current Supreme Court. I, for one, would rather stand with heroes 
like Bonhoeffer, than the tyrants who inflicted unspeakable evil. And the persecution of Christians – 
in Iran, China, or America – is simply wrong. 

4. Let’s stop here; and let’s assess Kennedy’s response and Cruz’s comments: Hear me…Please! 

a. Drop your political preference and look at the facts. 

b. Forget for a moment your opinion on same-sex marriage. 

c. Don’t blindly (emotionally) side with one side or the other. 

d. Look at and listen to Justice Kennedy’s remarks.  Honestly! 

5. What did Justice Kennedy really say? 

a. First: He recognized that many “religious” people would disagree, in conscience, with Obergefell v. 
Hodges. 

b. Second: He commended the 3 Judges who courageously resigned their office rather than bow to 
Hitler’s injustice. 

c. Third: He said “great respect” was due to people who followed their conscience to the point of 
giving up their office and job rather than so against their conscience. 

d. Fourth:  But, as a Superior Court Judge of the land, he could not condone any refusal to obey the 
laws of the courts. 
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e. But…He never compared his ruling to Nazi oppression, never showed disregard of Christian 
people’s consciences, and never admitted that his ruling was an “unspeakable evil” nor did he ever 
say Christians should get out of public office. 

6. Incidentally: I personally disagree with Justice Kennedy’s ruling; I think it was an evil decision; and I think 
it does place people of a Judeo-Christian conscience in a difficult position in public office, but I do not 
believe Mr. Kennedy was… 

a. Extolling Hitler, Nazism or oppression 

b. Comparing his ruling to Nazi Germany 

c. Showing contempt or intending persecution for Christians 

7. What I do believe is this: Mr. Cruz “bore false witness against” Justice Kennedy by twisting his words, 
falsely interpreting his intended answer, and placing Mr. Kennedy in a slanderous light. 

8. Here’s my question for you:  Will you endorse Senator Cruz’s false witness because you agree with his 
politics and faith, and will you tolerate the slander of Justice Kennedy because you reject his politics and 
morally disagree with his legal decision?  Will the truth fall prey to (1) your politics, (2) your faith, and 
(3) your morals? 

9. I deliberately chose this illustration, to set forth an example of how dishonest and manipulative our culture 
has become, because: 

a. The issue at stake (Integrity of Marriage) is so inflammatory and divisive, 

b. The two men represent two polar opposite visions for our American way of life, and 

c. The challenge to separate truth from both personal opinion and personalities is so difficult. 

10. But this is what the Ninth Commandment tells us to do: 

a. To Preserve a Culture of Truth – at any cost! 

b. You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.  (Exodus 20:16) 

c. And you shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.  (Deuteronomy 5:20) 

d. Listen to how important this is to God! 

i. There are six things that the LORD hates, 
    seven that are an abomination to him: 
haughty eyes, a lying tongue, 
    and hands that shed innocent blood, 
a heart that devises wicked plans, 
    feet that make haste to run to evil, 
a false witness who breathes out lies, 
    and one who sows discord among brothers.  (Proverbs 6:16-19) 

ii. 7 abominations that God hates (strong words!) 

iii. Pride, lying, the murder of innocent people, wicked plans, a love for evil, a false witness who 
breaths out lies, sowing discord among brothers 
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iv. Note: 2/7 involve violations of commandment #9 – lying, false witness, breathing out lies.  
WOW! 

e. “You shall do no injustice in court. You shall not be partial to the poor or defer to the great, but in 
righteousness shall you judge your neighbor. You shall not go around as a slanderer among your 
people, and you shall not stand up against the life of your neighbor: I am the LORD. 

“You shall not hate your brother in your heart, but you shall reason frankly with your neighbor, lest 
you incur sin because of him. You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against the sons of your 
own people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the LORD.  (Leviticus 19:15-18) 

i. Slander, refusing to be frank; showing partiality in judgment, etc. 

ii. These things break the Great Commandment: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself: I 
am the Lord”  (Lev. 19:18) 

11. John Calvin: Sermons on the Ten Commandments; Sermon 11; p. 203, 205-206. 

We saw that it is unlawful to harm our neighbors in any personal way or to cause them any loss of property.  
Nevertheless, as we see in this passage, because the tongue can inflict injury, God also willed to mention it 
specifically in his law.  Thus in the same way that he earlier forbade [us] to bring any harm to our 
fellowmen (which was included under the word murder), or inconvenience them in any way, or deprive them 
of their property, here he shows that we must not under any circumstances speak ill of them, or say anything 
that would bring reproach or discredit against them.  

God willed to condemn here, in general, all calumny, all untrue reports, all defamations, and similar things. 

Thus we have to conclude that although God may have specifically singled out the term of false witness, 
nevertheless he intended for this doctrine to apply to all calumny, all untrue reports, and all oblique 
references that tend to defame our fellowmen or mar their good reputation.  

In fact, once you have thoughtfully considered it, it is certain that false reports, calumnies, and slanders 
hurt far more than stealing does.  Thus let us understand that if we intend to obey our God, it is essential for 
us to maintain the honor of our neighbors as much as we can.  

12. Here’s what we’ve learned these past few weeks – 

a. You shall not murder: Your person (life) is priceless. 

b. You shall not commit adultery: Your body is holy. 

c. You shall not steal: Your property is sanctified. 

d. You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor: Your reputation is sacred.  (truth is sacred) 

13. This commandment covers an exhaustive list of unholy and deeply hurtful behaviors. 

a. James I. Packer: The Ten Commandments; p. 64. 

The command not to “bear false witness against your neighbor” comes in Exodus 20:16 and 
Deuteronomy 5:20.  The word for “false” in the first text means “untrue,” that in the second means 
“insincere,” thus pointing to the deceitful purpose which breeds the falsehood.  The NEB rendering, 
“give false evidence,” highlights the fact that the commandment relates in the first place to the law-
court, where justice can only be done if witnesses tell “the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
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truth” – a formula which forcibly reminds us that exaggerations, half-truths, and misleading 
silences can all in effect be lies.  But the principle of holding truth sacred goes beyond the law-court, 
and touches all our living.  

b. An important principle in a Culture of Contempt 

c. So, I’d like to focus, today, on those aspects of this Law that point to telling the truth about one 
another. 

14. Please turn to Ephesians 4:17-25, where Paul deals with our speech and how it affects one another.  

a. Here is his general principle: Live and speak as the People of Truth… 

Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into 
Christ.  (Ephesians 4:15). 

Therefore, having put away falsehood, let each one of you speak the truth with his neighbor, for we 
are members one of another.  (Ephesians 4:25) 

b. “Speaking the truth in love…put away all falsehood, let each one of you speak the truth with his 
neighbor… 

c. Three specific ways we do this: 

i. Speaking without Anger (4:26-27) 

ii. Speaking the Truth in Business Deals (4:28) 

iii. Speaking Only Edifying Words (4:29-30) 

d. An examination of our motives in speech (4:31-32) 

e. Using words as weapons! 

f. Do not bear false testimony against your neighbor.  

 

 

I. DO NOT USE ANGRY WORDS AS WEAPONS (Ephesians 4:26-27) 

Be angry and do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, and give no opportunity to the devil.  
(Ephesians 4:26-27) 

1. Remember: Anger is the mental form of murder. 

a. “You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not murder; and whoever 
murders will be liable to judgment.’ But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his 
brother will be liable to judgment; whoever insults his brother will be liable to the council; 
and whoever says, ‘You fool!’ will be liable to the hell of fire.  (Matthew 5:21-22) 

b. Anger is murder in the heart. 

c. Therefore angry words are murderous words. 

2. Paul quotes Psalm 4:4-5 in this verse 26… 

a. Be angry, and do not sin; 
    ponder in your own hearts on your beds, and be silent.  
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Offer right sacrifices, 
    and put your trust in the LORD.  (Psalm 4:4-5) 

b. i.e. when you get angry, do not sin by venting your anger with words that wound.  Be silent.  
Sleep on it, meditate on the issue.  Commit it to God in prayer.  Trust the Lord to set things 
right. 

c. Implied: Only communicate about your disappointment once you have calmed down. 

3. Angry people are irrational people, not in control of either their souls or their tongues.  They 
speak words that hurt others! 

A man of quick temper acts foolishly, 
    and a man of evil devices is hated.  (Proverbs 14:17) 

A soft answer turns away wrath, 
    but a harsh word stirs up anger.  (Proverbs 15:1) 

A hot-tempered man stirs up strife, 
    but he who is slow to anger quiets contention.  (Proverbs 15:18) 

Whoever is slow to anger is better than the mighty, 
    and he who rules his spirit than he who takes a city.  (Proverbs 16:32) 

A man of wrath stirs up strife, 
    and one given to anger causes much transgression.  (Proverbs 29:22) 

4. Example: Brothers and Sisters, I do not speak to you today in either hypocrisy (a form of 
dishonesty) or self-righteousness (lying to yourself).  As a man of temper and impatience, I have 
often wounded people with harsh words and lost friends in angry statements.  Better to shut up until 
all your anger is gone! 

5. Why?  When you or I am angry, we are not seeing things clearly, but only through the lens of 
disappointment, frustration, personal hurt or a sense of vengeance. 

Whoever is slow to anger has great understanding, 
    but he who has a hasty temper exalts folly.              (Proverbs 14:29) 

Good sense makes one slow to anger, 
    and it is his glory to overlook an offense.                      (Proverbs 19:11) 

6. Once we calm down, we see things differently – honestly! 

7. Test this with your own life:  How many times were you upset with someone and felt enraged, only 
to find out later on that what you thought was true, was, in fact, not so?  Had you spoken (sent an 
email) too soon, your words would have wounded an innocent man, killed a friendship, ruined the 
love of another! 

8. I will say this again: Our worst enemy is the email or Facebook. 

a. It allows us to vent before we’ve prayed… 

b. Speak before we’ve reflected and gathered all the facts… 

c. Attack before we know the other person’s motives… 
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d. Judge and condemn before we face our own angry souls. 

9. When will we learn that the pastor, or the school principal, or the teacher, or the girl on the other 
end of the phone in the doctor’s office, or the Supreme Court Justice is a human being with a 
reputation, a person with feelings, a soul that is sacred? 

10. Words have power.  Words give blessing.  Words bring curse.  Our words are NEVER 
neutral!  Never! 

a. Our words show what’s in our hearts…deep down! 

b. “Either make the tree good and its fruit good, or make the tree bad and its fruit bad, for the 
tree is known by its fruit. You brood of vipers! How can you speak good, when you are evil? 
For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks. The good person out of his good 
treasure brings forth good, and the evil person out of his evil treasure brings forth evil. I tell 
you, on the day of judgment people will give account for every careless word they speak, for 
by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned.”  (Matthew 
12:33-37) 

c. Scary words: “on the day of judgment, people will give an account for every careless word 
they speak…” 

d. A phrase Jane often reminds me of! 

11. Since I preached to you last (2 weeks), I’ve had to comfort and encourage CDS School personnel, 
pastors and church members who’ve been wounded by your angry words and aggressive emails. 

12. Brethren, when will we learn this crucial lesson? 

Be angry and do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, and give no opportunity to the 
devil.  (Ephesians 4:26-27) 

 

 

II. DO NOT USE MANIPULATIVE WORDS AS WEAPONS  (Ephesians 4:28) 

Let the thief no longer steal, but rather let him labor, doing honest work with his own hands, so that he 
may have something to share with anyone in need.  (Ephesians 4:28) 

1. There are two ways to kill: with a gun or with angry speech. 

2. Likewise, there are two ways to steal: with a handgun or dishonest words. 

3. This verse does not explicitly mention words, but they occur in the middle of a paragraph that is all 
about speech and words. 

4. Commentators interpret Paul’s words in several different ways, but I see these words in the context 
of the chapter’s Theme –  

a. Truth 

b. Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, 
into Christ.  (Ephesians 4:15) 
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c. Therefore, having put away falsehood, let each one of you speak the truth with his neighbor, 
for we are members one of another.  (Eph. 4:25) 

d. Hence: v. 28 talks about true words that avoid stealing. 

5. Seven DISHONEST Practices come to mind under the arch of this verse: 

a. Unjust welfare: taking money from the State (taxpayers) when you could be working and 
paying taxes (government payouts) 

b. Expense accounts: cheating your employer with untrue claims 

c. Unjust scales: deceiving the public by selling them less than they paid for 

d. False advertising: promising the buyer what your product can’t deliver 

e. Time cards: lying to your employer by claiming you worked hours you did not 

f. False information: provided to those lending you money or entering a contract with you; or 
not telling the buyer all he needs to know about his purchase 

g. Manipulative pressure: Taking advantage of the aged, the poor, the desperate in order to 
bilk them in their distress 

6. This week, my beloved “hunting truck” died; the transmission is shot.  I need a new “clunker” to 
take hunting.  I am greatly fearful: Purchasing an automobile is fraught with danger because I am 
dependent upon the honesty of the seller.  I am at the mercy of his integrity. 

7. How manipulative words can rob another person of goods, services or money, just as certainly as our 
angry words can murder them in our souls… 

a. I feel the same way when I go to see the Doctor… 

b. …or the IRS or Social Security Office… 

c. …or the airlines or insurance company… 

d. They have the inside information; the expertise; the leverage – I am at the mercy of their 
honesty. 

e. Their words can do me great good or great harm! 

i. Hear this, you who trample on the needy 
    and bring the poor of the land to an end, 
saying, “When will the new moon be over, 
    that we may sell grain? 
And the Sabbath, 
    that we may offer wheat for sale, 
that we may make the ephah small and the shekel great 
    and deal deceitfully with false balances, 
that we may buy the poor for silver 
    and the needy for a pair of sandals 
    and sell the chaff of the wheat?”  (Amos 8:4-6) 

ii. A false balance is an abomination to the LORD, 
    but a just weight is his delight.  (Proverbs 11:1) 
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iii. A just balance and scales are the LORD's; 
    all the weights in the bag are his work.  (Proverbs 16:11) 

8. Be careful, my friends, not to use words (or a lack of them) to gain an advantage over a customer or 
client. 

 

 

III. DO NOT USE UNWHOLESOME WORDS AS WEAPONS  (Ephesians 4:29-30) 

Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good for building up, as fits the 
occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear. And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom 
you were sealed for the day of redemption.  (Ephesians 4:29-30) 

1. The New American Standard Bible renders this verse in these words: 

a. Let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but only such a word as is good for 
edification according to the need of the moment, so that it will give grace to those who hear.  
(Ephesians 4:29 NASB) 

b. Corrupting = unwholesome = unedifying words 

c. Greek word sapros = rotten, putrid, decaying… 

2. John Stott: The Message of Ephesians: BST; pp. 188-189. 

If we are truly a new creation of God, we shall undoubtedly develop new standards of conversation.  
Instead of hurting people with our words, we shall want to use them to help, encourage, cheer, 
comfort and stimulate them.  I have myself often been challenged by the contrasting speech of the 
wise man and the fool in Proverbs 12:18: ‘There is one whose rash words are like sword thrusts, but 
the tongue of the wise brings healing’. 

3. Included here, under unwholesome words, is a bevy of sins of the tongue: gossip, slander, false 
accusations, unkind letters or emails, “put-down” speech, passing on a false report, crude jokes or 
crass humor (especially at another’s expense), taunting, prideful comparisons, etc.  Things said to 
reflect poorly upon another person’s worth, reputation or social standing. 

4. Here is a classic example: Your friend gets upset with someone else, gives you a “bad report” about 
that person and you automatically side with your friend and begin to think badly about the other 
party.   Here’s what Scripture says about that – 

a. The one who states his case first seems right, 
    until the other comes and examines him.  (Proverbs 18:17) 

b. Example?  Some automatically sided with Ted Cruz until you heard Justice Kennedy’s 
own words and a fair interpretation of them. 

c. Allegiance to family, friends, children and causes can blind us to the truth. 

d. And before we know it, a person’s reputation has been assassinated in our presence, and 
we’re clueless. 

5. Rule of thumb?  Love your family, friends, kids and causes but… 
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a. Remember then an angry friend is an unreliable witness,  

b. Family caught in sin deserve love but not approval, 

c. A child’s word should usually not be taken over an adult’s. 

d. All people are innocent until proven guilty – and your friend’s account of events does not 
constitute proof! 

e. The one who states his case first seems right, 
    until the other comes and examines him. (Proverbs 18:17) 

6. CCC Strategic Goal #11 – Control the Tongue: applying grace to how we speak (Eph. 4:29-32). 

 

 

CONCLUSION:  Jesus hit the ‘proverbial’ nail on the head with those memorable words… 

1. You brood of vipers! How can you speak good, when you are evil? For out of the abundance of the heart the 
mouth speaks.  (Matthew 12:34) 

But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this defiles a person. For out of the heart 
come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false witness, slander.  (Matthew 15:18-19) 

2. Paul, therefore, concludes his instruction on truthful speech by addressing the issues of the heart – 

a. Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all 
malice. Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you.  
(Eph. 4:31-32) 

b. Evil speech comes out of a troubled heart – bitter, angry, contentious, slanderous, vengeful, and 
pugnacious. 

3. Paul offers three solutions to souls with unwholesome mouths: 

a. Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you.  (Eph. 
4:32) 

b. Kindness: Would you want others to speak to you or about you in the same way?  (Receive your 
own emails?) 

c. Tenderheartedness: Compassion and understanding go a long way in changing how we think about 
others and talk about them to others. 

d. Forgiveness: Wrong actions are not remedied by wrong words.  God forgives us and never speaks 
badly about us.  If we have been so forgiven, we ought to forgive others. 

e. Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave 
himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.        (Ephesians 5:1-2) 

4. I am aware that a huge question lies behind this commandment: Is there ever a time when a lie is not a sin? 

a. Illustration: If the Nazi Gestapo came to your home in Berlin, in 1940, and asked you, “Are you 
harboring Jews in your home?”, would it be a sin to say “No!”, when, in fact, a family of Jews was 
hiding in your attic? 
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b. May I share with you what James I. Packer wrote about this issue, in his book Growing in Christ 
(pp. 272-273)? 

There are people to whom it is clearly not right to tell the whole truth—invalids, not yet strong 
enough to take bad news; enemies in wartime, to whom one should not give information, and from 
whom, like Rahab and Corrie ten Boom, one may have fugitives to hide; mad and bad folk, who 
would use what you tell them to harm others; the general public, when as a politician one is putting 
through a beneficent plan which depends for its effect on nobody anticipating it; and so on.  Nobody 
doubts that in these cases responsible persons must dissemble.  But does that square with the ninth 
commandment?  In principle, yes.  What is forbidden is false witness against your neighbor—that is, 
as we said, prideful lying designed to do him down, and exalt you at his expense.  The positive 
command implicit in this negative is that we should seek our neighbor’s good, and speak truth to him 
and about him to this end.  When the love which seeks his good prompts us to withhold truth which, 
if spoken, would bring him harm, the spirit of the ninth commandment is being observed.  In such 
exceptional cases as we have mentioned, all courses of action have something of evil in them, and an 
outright lie, like that of Rahab may actually be the best way, the least evil, and the truest expression 
of love to all the parties involved.  Yet a lie, even when prompted by love, loyalty, and an escapable 
recognition that if telling it is bad, not telling it would be worse, remains an evil thing.  To bear false 
witness for one’s neighbor is not so bad as bearing false witness against him; but the lie as such, 
however necessary it appears, is bad, not good, and the right-minded man knows this.  Rightly will 
he feel defiled; rightly will he seek fresh cleansing in the blood of Christ, and settle for living the 
only way anyone can live with our holy God—by the forgiveness of sins.  

5. Truth is sacred.  Reputation is sacred.  Words are meant to be redemptive, not weapons of war! 

6. “If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you 
free.  Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who practices sin is a slave to sin. The slave does not remain in the 
house forever; the son remains forever. So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.”  (John 8:31-36) 

7. Would you like to be set free by the Truth of Jesus Christ? 

a. Free from your anger and using your words like weapons? 

b. Free from the tendency to manipulate others with your tongue? 

c. Free from unwholesome speech and the tendency to believe a bad report without proof? 

d. Free to love; free to show compassion; free to forgive? 

8. Jesus Christ can give you that: If you believe Jesus’s word – the Gospel – you will be set free! 

a. The Gospel: God’s words of peace to overcome our anger. 

b. The Gospel: God’s words of honesty to offset our manipulations. 

c. The Gospel: God’s words of justification to cancel Satan’s bad report about us. 

d. The Gospel: God’s words of love, mercy and forgiveness – for you and for me – filthy mouths and 
all! 

e. Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave 
himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.   (Ephesians 5:1-2) 
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9. Think of what you could become and what our church would be like if we were all set free from the 
imprisoning habits of the heart and the bondage of our foul lips – 

a. A place where your reputation was safe, 

b. A place where only edifying speech was heard, 

c. A place where truth prevailed over falsehood, 

d. And a place where our words would help set others free! 

10. I pray that these words from Proverbs would be written, by the finger of God, over your mouth, your 
doorstoop, and the entrance to this Sanctuary – 

Hear, for I will speak noble things, 
    and from my lips will come what is right, 
for my mouth will utter truth; 
    wickedness is an abomination to my lips. 
All the words of my mouth are righteous; 
    there is nothing twisted or crooked in them. 
They are all straight to him who understands, 
    and right to those who find knowledge.  (Proverbs 8:6-9) 

11. Preserving a culture of truth. 

 

 

 

 


