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Revelation 1:1-20                                 January 3, 2016 am 
God on the Throne                                                Revelation  
RV1601                  

“The Christ of the Church” 

INTRODUCTION:   We begin a New Year at Christ Covenant this Sunday… 

1. A Year of Worship: four year rotation of our four pillars of ministry 

a. Worshiping God (2008, 2012, 2016) 

b. Growing in Community (2009, 2013) 

c. Loving Others (2010, 2014) 

d. Serving the World (2011, 2015) 

2. Year’s Theme: Knowing God Through Praise and Prayer 

a. 2016 Theme Verse… 

Praise is due to you, O God, in Zion, 
    and to you shall vows be performed. 
O you who hear prayer, 
    to you shall all flesh come.  (Psalm 65:1-2) 

b. Learning how to know God better through praise: 

i. Our worship 

ii. Our singing 

iii. Grateful and reverent hearts 

c. Learning how to know God better through praying: 

i. Praying more consistently  

ii. Praying better 

iii. Praying the Psalter back to God 

3. To this end, we have Four Sermon Series we’d like to explore with you: 

a. On Sunday mornings: The Book of Revelation and Exodus 

i. Both books heavy with emphasis on worship 

ii. Worship: The major theme of the Book of Revelation  

iii. Exodus has a repeated refrain in the first 14 chapters: “Let My people go that they may 
worship Me on My holy mountain.” 

4. In each of these books, God reveals who He truly is: The Judge of the Nations and God the Warrior. 

5. On Sunday nights, we also have two sermon series: Our Home in Heaven and The Prayer book of the 
Bible. 

a. Our Home in Heaven: 8 messages about life in the New Heaven and New Earth (the Place of 
Ultimate Worship) 
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b. The Prayer book of the Bible: Book One of the Psalms (Psalms 1-41) 

c. Learning how to pray more consistently and biblically (i.e., better) by using the Psalms as they were 
intended:  Inspired Prayers. 

6. According to the Bible, we are living in the last days.  That’s what Jesus and the apostles said – 

a. Peter said this on Pentecost Sunday… 

But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them: “Men of Judea and all 
who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and give ear to my words. For these people are 
not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only the third hour of the day. But this is what was uttered 
through the prophet Joel: 

“‘And in the last days it shall be, God declares, 
that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh, 
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
    and your young men shall see visions, 
    and your old men shall dream dreams.                         (Acts 2:14-17) 

b. Paul put it this way… 

Now these things happened to them as an example, but they were written down for our instruction, 
on whom the end of the ages has come.  (1 Corinthians 10:11) 

c. Peter later wrote this in his first letter… 

The end of all things is at hand; therefore be self-controlled and sober-minded for the sake of your 
prayers.  (1 Peter 4:7) 

d. And in Peter’s second letter, he said… 

Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be in lives of 
holiness and godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which 
the heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will melt as they burn! But 
according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness 
dwells. 

Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting for these, be diligent to be found by him without spot or 
blemish, and at peace. And count the patience of our Lord as salvation, just as our beloved brother 
Paul also wrote to you according to the wisdom given him, as he does in all his letters when he 
speaks in them of these matters. (2 Peter 3:11-16a) 

7. The Signs of the Times are all around us: Wars, famine, earthquakes, etc. 

a. Some will say, “Nonsense!  These things have always been around.  Things are no different than 
they’ve ever been.” 

b. I’ll let the apostle Peter answer their doubt and cynicism: 

This is now the second letter that I am writing to you, beloved. In both of them I am stirring up your 
sincere mind by way of reminder, that you should remember the predictions of the holy prophets 
and the commandment of the Lord and Savior through your apostles, knowing this first of all, that 
scoffers will come in the last days with scoffing, following their own sinful desires. They will say, 
“Where is the promise of his coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all things are 
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continuing as they were from the beginning of creation.” For they deliberately overlook this fact, 
that the heavens existed long ago, and the earth was formed out of water and through water by the 
word of God, and that by means of these the world that then existed was deluged with water and 
perished. But by the same word the heavens and earth that now exist are stored up for fire, being 
kept until the day of judgment and destruction of the ungodly.                      (2 Peter 3:1-7) 

But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a 
thousand years as one day. The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is 
patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance. But 
the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the 
heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it 
will be exposed.  (2 Peter 3:8-10) 

c. I am not trying to “scare you” into heaven, but rather prepare you to face life as a Christian in these 
last days. 

8. True, these sorts of natural disasters and “acts of God” have always been around.  What changes in our 
times is this… 

a. …both their frequency and their intensity 

b. Listen to what Jesus said… 

i. And Jesus answered them, “See that no one leads you astray. For many will come in my 
name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and they will lead many astray.  And you will hear of wars 
and rumors of wars. See that you are not alarmed, for this must take place, but the end is 
not yet. For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom, and there will be 
famines and earthquakes in various places. All these are but the beginning of the birth 
pains.  “Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and put you to death, and you will be 
hated by all nations for my name's sake. And then many will fall away and betray one 
another and hate one another. And many false prophets will arise and lead many astray. 
And because lawlessness will be increased, the love of many will grow cold. But the one 
who endures to the end will be saved. And this gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed 
throughout the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.  
(Matthew 24:4-14) 

ii. Wars and rumors of wars 

iii. Intensified persecution of the church 

iv. For then there will be great tribulation, such as has not been from the beginning of the 
world until now, no, and never will be. And if those days had not been cut short, no human 
being would be saved. But for the sake of the elect those days will be cut short.  (Matt. 
24:21-22) 

v. Famines and earthquakes in various places 

vi. …and tsunamis, hurricanes, droughts, huge snowstorms, global warning, and a new “ice 
age” (simultaneously), etc… 

9. The Result of all this?  Four converging social and cultural forces  
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a. First: Increased hostility to Christ, Christianity and the Church making it harder to live consistently 
as a Believer. 

All these are but the beginning of the birth pains.  Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and 
put you to death, and you will be hated by all nations for my name's sake.  (Matthew 24:8-9) 

b. Second: Many Christians will be unwilling to pay the price and endure the suffering that is 
involved in following Christ.  There will be millions deserting the Church. 

And then many will fall away and betray one another and hate one another. And many false 
prophets will arise and lead many astray.  (Matthew 24:10-11) 

c. Third: With the rise of hostility to Christ and the massive defection from the Church, the spiritual, 
moral and communal influence Christianity has always had on any culture it invaded, will rapidly 
fade, leaving a very godless, brutal, cold society in its wake. 

And because lawlessness will be increased, the love of many will grow cold. But the one who 
endures to the end will be saved.  (Matthew 24:12-13) 

d. Fourth: As Gospel Religion fades in the West (first world), it will rise in unprecedented numbers 
in the Global South & East (Third World).  Millions will flow into the Church from all over the 
world. 

And this gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the whole world as a testimony to all 
nations, and then the end will come.  (Matthew 24:14) 

10. Can you and I not see these predictions of Christ unfolding before our very eyes? 

a. The rising worldwide persecution of the Church all over the world: Islam, Communism, Hinduism, 
liberal Media and Government in America & Europe, (est. 200,000+ put to death for Christ in 
2016). 

b. The defection from the Church: They call themselves the Nones – younger Americans and Baby 
Boomer retirees who just refuse to follow Christ for one reason: It’s difficult to be a Christian. 

c. Wars and rumors of wars: The 20th Century was the bloodiest century of human history: Total dead 
from wars and political oppression?  203 million (87 million by Communism; 117 million by other 
conflicts) 

d. Good news: All this is bringing the Nations to Christ in massive numbers in South America, Africa, 
China, Korea, etc… 

e. The Center of Christianity is no longer in Kansas, but is now in East Africa…and moving 
Eastward! 

11. These facts and figures, and the pain of our times can truly unsettle and even discourage Christians in the 
West and in Charlotte, NC. 

a. So, the author of Hebrews gives us some advice – 

Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus, by the 
new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that is, through his flesh, and since 
we have a great priest over the house of God, let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of 
faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure 
water. Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful. 
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And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet 
together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day 
drawing near.  (Hebrews 10:19-25) 

b. Approach God’s throne in confidence and Christ-centered worship 

c. Hold fast to what you believe (the faith) 

d. Encourage one another in fellowship, prayer, learning, and worship 

e. …not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the 
more as you see the Day drawing near.  (Hebrews 10:25) 

12. I want us to do just that; and to begin to do so by turning our hearts and minds to the Revelation of John 
(Apocalypse). 

a. Not to try to explain all the strange and apocalyptic imagery in the Book, 

b. Not to try and build some ridiculous timeline for the return of Christ and end of the world, 

c. Not to connect every image in the Apocalypse to some current event in 2016, 

d. But to focus on God and what He is doing in His Church in the world, and to worship Him 
accordingly! 

13. Grant R. Osborne: Revelation: ECNT; p. 302. 

Revelation forces the reader to realize what really matters, the earthly or the heavenly.  God protects the 
vital part, the soul, but allows intense suffering in this world.  A great deal of space in the New Testament 
is given over to this problem.  God’s loving presence is never more real than in times of suffering and 
persecution.  The message of Revelation reiterates that important truth.  Believers have no reason to fear 
terrible events or the effects of the judgments for they belong to him and are his people.  

14. Interesting fact: The two most frequent words in the Book of Revelation are these: Throne (46) and 
Worship (23) 

a. God on the Throne guarding and guiding 

b. The Worship of God by the Church 

c. Hence: “Knowing God Through Praise and Worship” 

15. So, let us begin our study of “God on the Throne” (Book of Revelation) with its introductory vision. 

a. The Christ of the Church 

b. Revelation 1:1-20 

c. Four paragraphs, four profound truths from God 

 

 

I. THE REVELATION OF GOD TO US  (Revelation 1:1-3) 

The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show to his servants the things that must soon take 
place. He made it known by sending his angel to his servant John, who bore witness to the word of God 
and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, even to all that he saw. Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words 
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of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear, and who keep what is written in it, for the time is near.  
(Revelation 1:1-3) 

1. “The revelation of Jesus Christ…” these are the opening words of the last book of the Bible: 

a. Written circa 90-95 A.D. 

b. While John was a political prison of the Emperor Diocletian 

c. Exiled on the Greek, Aegean Island of Patmos: 13 sq. miles, near Turkey, still called by that 
name today 

d. Written during a time of persecution of the Church 

2. John tells us the process of how he wrote this book 

a. The revelation of Jesus Christ… 

b. Which God gave to Him… 

c. He made known by sending His angel… 

d. To His servant John… 

e. God        Christ        An Angel          John        to 7 churches           us  

3. The content of this revelation: “the things that must soon take place” 

a. The key word “soon”!  At least from God’s perspective of time 

But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, 
and a thousand years as one day. The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count 
slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should 
reach repentance. But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass 
away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and 
the works that are done on it will be exposed.  (2 Peter 3:8-10) 

b. For some, this word “soon” drives them to interpret Revelation in the light of the Fall of 
Jerusalem in 70 A.D. 

i. John must have written this book in the 60’s 

ii. Most prophecies are fulfilled in that 70 A.D. event  

iii. Douglas Kelley: Revelation: Mentor; p. 19. 

When was Revelation written? This is a complex question over which excellent Christian 
scholars disagree.  The historical Christian church for the most part, until the 1830s, 
believed that much (though not all) of what is predicted in Revelation was fulfilled about 
70 AD when Jerusalem was destroyed, the temple was burned, and the Jews were 
scattered out of their land.  You can go through Revelation and look at specific things 
that Jesus told John would happen to the persecutors of the church, and see that many of 
them happened in 70 AD.  

Nevertheless, even if Revelation is thought to have been composed after the destruction 
of Jerusalem, it is clear that Matthew 24 was written before 70 AD, so that ‘the Great 
Tribulation’ still should be seen as finding its primary fulfillment in the destruction of 
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the Temple and the scattering of the Jewish nation.  From this point of view, the major 
issue in interpreting Revelation is this: have most of its predictions been fulfilled in the 
events of the first century AD, or are most of them still in the future?  I shall suggest that 
the former approach is most fitting, but in a way, I hope, that is charitable and fair to 
those who hold the latter.  

iv. This is the Preterist view  

v. But most scholars don’t hold this view. 

c. The word “soon” drives the majority of scholars to think that John was saying: “Soon these 
events of the last days will begin to unfold, only to be complete in future millennia. 

i. I hold this futuristic view, in moderation. 

ii. Why?  Because too many of the final judgments in Revelation did not take place in 70 
A.D. 

iii. I hold to a futurists’ view: John was writing this about the process leading up to Christ’s 
return. 

iv. J. Ramsey Michaels: Revelation: IVP; pp. 47-48. 

Much of the flavor and excitement of the book of Revelation is traceable to this fervent 
conviction that the end of the world is near.  Many Christian readers and preachers 
today downplay that conviction in light of the fact that nineteen hundred years have 
passed, and the expected end has not come.  Christians tend to get nervous about any 
implication that the Bible might be mistaken. Yet a great deal is lost when the striking 
words soon and the time is near are not given their proper force.  The conviction that 
the end of the world is near is what makes the book of Revelation larger than life. 

When we assume that life will go on forever, one day often blurs into another, but when 
we are reminded that it has an end, every moment and every perception can come alive.  

Such is the eschatological perspective of the book of Revelation: living every moment as 
though it were our last.  This perspective pervades the entire New Testament, beginning 
with John the Baptist and continuing with Jesus, Paul, James, Peter and John.  But 
nowhere is it so consistently in evidence as in this last New Testament book.  Far from 
covering life with a shroud of gloom, the intense awareness of the end of all things 
infuses the book’s imagery with sharpness and rich color.  The announcement that “the 
time is near” provokes not resignation or a feeling that nothing matters, but on the 
contrary a kind jubilation at the preciousness of life and at the world God created and 
will create anew in the events that must soon take place.   

4. I am aware: Much of the silliness of Dispensationalists and their “Prophecy Conferences” in the 70’s 
and 80’s ruined the Book of Revelation for many people. 

a. But please note this: The Church did not invest Eschatology or become interested in its own 
theories of the end times all by itself. 

b. Jesus introduced us to New Testament Eschatology, and He set these things before us… 

c. …and exhorted us to “know the times” in which we live! 
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Therefore, stay awake, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. But know this, 
that if the master of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he 
would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. Therefore you also 
must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect. (Matthew 24:42-44) 

d. Jesus gave to His church this emphasis: “the time is near” 

5. And, He promises a blessing to those who hear and keep what’s written in this Revelation. 

a. Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear, 
and who keep what is written in it, for the time is near.  (Revelation 1:3) 

b. A promise from God: “Hear…obey…” 

c. Not turn to weird interpretations as a hobby 

d. Charles R. Eerdman: Revelation; p. 36. 

Thus read, the book is of practical helpfulness and of ethical value.  It is not designed to satisfy 
curiosity, but to stimulate courage and steadfastness as well as hope.  Its very inscription 
presents the messages which follow as subjects for the private study and the public instruction 
of the Christian church.  

6. Note well: The Book of Revelation is full of sets of seven.  And here is the first of Seven Benedictus 
(Beatitudes) – 

Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear, and 
who keep what is written in it, for the time is near.  (Revelation 1:3) 

 

II. THE GOD REVEALED TO US  (Revelation 1:4-7) 

John to the seven churches that are in Asia: 

Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who 
are before his throne, and from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of 
kings on earth. 

To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood and made us a kingdom, priests to his God 
and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. Behold, he is coming with the clouds, 
and every eye will see him, even those who pierced him, and all tribes of the earth will wail on account of 
him. Even so. Amen.  (Revelation 1:4-7) 

1. Technically: The Book of Revelation is an Encyclical Epistle. 

a. i.e., a letter written to a group of churches, to be read as it made the “cycle” through each 
church. 

b. A General epistle: written to the churches generally 

c. This Revelation was sent to seven churches 

d. Note: the first set of sevens in this Book 

i. John to the seven churches that are in Asia:  (Revelation 1:4a) 
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ii. …saying, “Write what you see in a book and send it to the seven churches, to Ephesus 
and to Smyrna and to Pergamum and to Thyatira and to Sardis and to Philadelphia and 
to Laodicea.”  (Revelation 1:11) 

e. Seven actual towns/churches on an old postal route in Asia Minor (Turkey) 

2. John gives greetings from God to these 7 churches 

3. And John sets forth the Triune God with these words – 

a. God the Father: The Eternal God sitting on His Throne 

John to the seven churches that are in Asia: 

Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven 
spirits who are before his throne.  (Revelation 1:4) 

b. God the Holy Spirit: Pictured as “7 spirits” 

i. 7 is the symbolic number for God’s perfection, fullness, completion (e.g., 7 days of 
Creation) 

ii. “seven spirits” = The Perfect and Complete Spirit 

iii. The Medieval Church saw Isaiah 11 as the genesis of this imagery of the Seven Spirits 
of God. 

There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, 
    and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 
And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, 
    the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
    the Spirit of counsel and might, 
    the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.  (Isaiah 11:1-2) 

iv. Other places in Revelation. the Holy Spirit is pictured as a Hebrew menorah. 

v. A candelabra with 7 lights on it 

From the throne came flashes of lightning, and rumblings and peals of thunder, and 
before the throne were burning seven torches of fire, which are the seven spirits of God.  
(Revelation 4:5) 

c. God the Son, Jesus Christ 

i. …and from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of 
kings on earth. To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood and 
made us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever 
and ever. Amen. Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even 
those who pierced him, and all tribes of the earth will wail on account of him. Even so. 
Amen.  (Revelation 1:5-7) 

ii. The Redeemer, the Firstborn from the dead (resurrection), faithful witness and Ruler of 
the Kings of the earth. 

iii. The one who is coming again in glory and judgment 
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Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who pierced 
him, and all tribes of the earth will wail on account of him. Even so. Amen. (Revelation 
1:7) 

4. Another keyword in the Book of Revelation: “Behold” 

a. Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who pierced him, 
and all tribes of the earth will wail on account of him. Even so. Amen.  (Revelation 1:7) 

b. Used 26 times in Revelation’s 22 chapters! 

c. “Look!”  Something for us to focus on, look for and someday see with our own eyes… 

d. Jesus coming again! 

 

 

III. THE COMFORT OF CHRIST REVEALED TO US  (Revelation 1:8) 

“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is and who was and who is to come, the 
Almighty.”  (Rev. 1:8) 

1. In the Greek text, verse 8 stands by itself; a one-sentence “paragraph”, set apart, obviously to draw 
attention to it! 

2. It is the voice of Jesus speaking to John; Christ’s self-revelation of who He is. 

a. Alpha and Omega (the “A” to “Z” of life) 

b. Alpha: first letter of the Greek alphabet 

c. Omega: last letter of the Greek alphabet 

d. i.e., the beginning and end of all there is 

e. cf. Revelation 1:17 for the same thought and words: 

When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But he laid his right hand on me, saying, 
“Fear not, I am the first and the last.  (Revelation 1:17) 

3. Jesus is also eternal in sense of time: 

a. “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is and who was and who is to come, 
the Almighty.”  (Revelation 1:8) 

b. Who is risen Lord Jesus Christ 

c. And who was: Preincarnate Son of God 

d. And who is to come: Conquering “King of the Kings and Lord of Lords” 

e. The Almighty = El Shaddai = Omnipotent God 

4. Son of God before time, Incarnate God presently, Glorious Judge yet to return, the Sovereign Lord of 
History, God the Almighty Himself! 

5. Note: 9 times in the Book of Revelation God will call Himself “The Almighty” 
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6. This is the One controlling the world, guiding human history to its cataclysmic conclusion, and 
securing the church in all ages! 

7. Take note of these repeated emphases in Revelation 

a. “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is and who was and who is to come, 
the Almighty.”  (Revelation 1:8) 

b. When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But he laid his right hand on me, saying, 
“Fear not, I am the first and the last.  (Revelation 1:17) 

c. “And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write: ‘The words of the first and the last, who died 
and came to life.  (Revelation 2:8) 

d. And he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To 
the thirsty I will give from the spring of the water of life without payment.  (Revelation 21:6) 

e. “Behold, I am coming soon, bringing my recompense with me, to repay each one for what he 
has done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end.”  
(Revelation 22:12-13) 

8. Imagery drawn directly from the prophet Isaiah 

a. Listen to me in silence, O coastlands; 

    let the peoples renew their strength; 

let them approach, then let them speak; 

    let us together draw near for judgment. 

Who stirred up one from the east 

    whom victory meets at every step? 

He gives up nations before him, 

    so that he tramples kings underfoot; 

he makes them like dust with his sword, 

    like driven stubble with his bow. 

He pursues them and passes on safely, 

    by paths his feet have not trod. 

Who has performed and done this, 

    calling the generations from the beginning? 

I, the Lord, the first, 

    and with the last; I am he.  (Isaiah 41:1-4) 

b. Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel 
    and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: 
“I am the first and I am the last; 
    besides me there is no god. 
Who is like me? Let him proclaim it. 
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    Let him declare and set it before me, 
since I appointed an ancient people. 
    Let them declare what is to come, and what will happen. 
Fear not, nor be afraid; 
    have I not told you from of old and declared it? 
    And you are my witnesses! 
Is there a God besides me? 
    There is no Rock; I know not any.” (Isa. 44:6-8) 

c. “Listen to me, O Jacob, 
    and Israel, whom I called! 
I am he; I am the first, 
    and I am the last. 
My hand laid the foundation of the earth, 
    and my right hand spread out the heavens; 
when I call to them, 
    they stand forth together.  

Draw near to me, hear this: 
    from the beginning I have not spoken in secret, 
    from the time it came to be I have been there.” 
And now the Lord GOD has sent me, and his Spirit. (Isaiah 48:12-13, 16) 

9. Dennise E. Johnson: Triumph of the Lamb; p. 54. 

All three pairs—Alpha and Omega, beginning and end, first and last—proclaim God’s eternal and 
invincible rule over history.  The idols were not there at the beginning, nor will they last to the end.  
They did not give the universe its existence, nor can they manipulate its destiny.  They cannot be trusted 
and need not be feared.  The Lord is God from start to finish.  

10. Jesus Christ is attacking God’s chief enemy in the world and the false system he has created – 

a. The devil…idols…idolatry 

b. False gods and false religion 

c. God’s determination is to destroy all such false gods. 

d. Hence: St. John’s last words to the Church! 

Little children, keep yourselves from idols.                (1 John 5:21) 

11. What is the main attribute of an idol?  It cannot speak or see or act! 

a. Not to us, O LORD, not to us, but to your name give glory, 
    for the sake of your steadfast love and your faithfulness! 

Why should the nations say, 
    “Where is their God?” 
Our God is in the heavens; 
    he does all that he pleases. 
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Their idols are silver and gold, 
    the work of human hands. 
They have mouths, but do not speak; 
    eyes, but do not see. 
They have ears, but do not hear; 
    noses, but do not smell. 
They have hands, but do not feel; 
    feet, but do not walk; 
    and they do not make a sound in their throat. 
Those who make them become like them; 
    so do all who trust in them.  (Psalm 115:1-8) 

b. “To whom will you liken me and make me equal, 
    and compare me, that we may be alike? 
Those who lavish gold from the purse, 
    and weigh out silver in the scales, 
hire a goldsmith, and he makes it into a god; 
    then they fall down and worship! 
They lift it to their shoulders, they carry it, 
    they set it in its place, and it stands there; 
    it cannot move from its place. 
If one cries to it, it does not answer 
    or save him from his trouble. 

“Remember this and stand firm, 
    recall it to mind, you transgressors, 
    remember the former things of old; 
for I am God, and there is no other; 
    I am God, and there is none like me, 
declaring the end from the beginning 
    and from ancient times things not yet done, 
saying, ‘My counsel shall stand, 
    and I will accomplish all my purpose,’ 
calling a bird of prey from the east, 
    the man of my counsel from a far country. 
I have spoken, and I will bring it to pass; 
    I have purposed, and I will do it.  (Isaiah 46:5-11) 

12. Our God sees.  Our God speaks.  Our God does whatever He promises or purposes to do. 

13. And when He speaks he speaks in three voices! 

 

 

IV. THE THREE VOICES OF GOD REVEALED TO US  (Revelation 1:9-20) 

I, John, your brother and partner in the tribulation and the kingdom and the patient endurance that are in 
Jesus, was on the island called Patmos on account of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. I was in 
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the Spirit on the Lord's day, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet saying, “Write what you see 
in a book and send it to the seven churches, to Ephesus and to Smyrna and to Pergamum and to Thyatira 
and to Sardis and to Philadelphia and to Laodicea.”  Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking to 
me, and on turning I saw seven golden lampstands, and in the midst of the lampstands one like a son of 
man, clothed with a long robe and with a golden sash around his chest. The hairs of his head were white, 
like white wool, like snow. His eyes were like a flame of fire, his feet were like burnished bronze, refined in 
a furnace, and his voice was like the roar of many waters. In his right hand he held seven stars, from his 
mouth came a sharp two-edged sword, and his face was like the sun shining in full strength. When I saw 
him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But he laid his right hand on me, saying, “Fear not, I am the first and 
the last, and the living one. I died, and behold I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of Death and 
Hades. Write therefore the things that you have seen, those that are and those that are to take place after 
this. As for the mystery of the seven stars that you saw in my right hand, and the seven golden lampstands, 
the seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven churches.  
(Revelation 1:9-20) 

1. John hears a voice behind him, as he prays on the Lord’s Day (Sunday), on Patmos. 

a. I, John, your brother and partner in the tribulation and the kingdom and the patient endurance 
that are in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos on account of the word of God and the 
testimony of Jesus. I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and I heard behind me a loud voice like 
a trumpet saying, “Write what you see in a book and send it to the seven churches, to Ephesus 
and to Smyrna and to Pergamum and to Thyatira and to Sardis and to Philadelphia and to 
Laodicea.”  (Revelation 1:9-11) 

b. And he is told to write down what The Voice tells him. 

2. He turns to see The Voice and sees a vision of Jesus Christ standing in the middle of the 7 churches of 
Asia Minor. 

Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking to me, and on turning I saw seven golden lampstands, 
and in the midst of the lampstands one like a son of man, clothed with a long robe and with a golden 
sash around his chest. (Revelation 1:12-13) 

3. Jesus explains to John what he sees – 

a. He identifies Himself as the Risen Christ 

b. The 7 lampstands are the 7 churches of Asia Minor (and Revelation 2 and 3) 

c. The 7 stars in Christ’s hand are His angels 

i. aggelos = angelos = Angel or messenger 

ii. Meaning: the preacher/pastors of the 7 churches 

d. Jesus is one who stands amidst His churches both caring for them (trimming the lamps) 
and communicating to them (revelation). 

4. Here’s what I want you to see: Jesus speaks to us in three voices… 

a. …reflecting the three offices of Christ: Prophet, Priest, and King. 

b. 23. Q. What offices doth Christ execute as our Redeemer?    
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A.  Christ, as our Redeemer, executeth the offices of a priest, and of a king, both in his estate of 
humiliation and exaltation.  (WSC #23) 

c. The Prophetic voice, the Priestly voice, the Pastoral voice 

5. Jesus speaks to us in a priestly voice as our Redeemer and High Priest. 

a. He is pictured here as a Priest 

Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking to me, and on turning I saw seven golden 
lampstands, and in the midst of the lampstands one like a son of man, clothed with a long robe 
and with a golden sash around his chest.  (Revelation 1:12-13) 

b. This is the voice of Gospel, forgiveness, justification, adoption, comfort, healing, mercy, 
assurance. 

c. Everyone loves the Priestly voice.  Even the unconverted.  This is the voice of the popular 
preachers of our day. 

6. But Jesus also speaks in a prophetic voice as God the Judge. 

a. He is pictured here as a holy, righteous, fearsome Judge. 

b. The imagery from the prophetic literature 

c. The hairs of his head were white, like white wool, like snow. His eyes were like a flame of fire, 
his feet were like burnished bronze, refined in a furnace, and his voice was like the roar of many 
waters. In his right hand he held seven stars, from his mouth came a sharp two-edged sword, 
and his face was like the sun shining in full strength.  (Revelation 1:14-16) 

d. “sharp two-edged sword = the Word of God 

For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the 
division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and 
intentions of the heart.  (Hebrews 4:12) 

e. This is the voice of “Thus saith the Lord,” judgment, warning, promised punishment, 
repentance. 

f. No one likes the prophetic voice anymore, so preachers have completely abandoned this 
voice. 

7. Finally, Jesus speaks to us in a pastoral voice as Ruler of the Church, King of the Kingdom of God, 
and Chief Shepherd of the Saints. 

a. When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But he laid his right hand on me, saying, 
“Fear not, I am the first and the last, and the living one. I died, and behold I am alive 
forevermore, and I have the keys of Death and Hades. Write therefore the things that you have 
seen, those that are and those that are to take place after this. As for the mystery of the seven 
stars that you saw in my right hand, and the seven golden lampstands, the seven stars are the 
angels of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven churches.  (Revelation 
1:17-20) 

b. Jesus in the middle of His Churches and Church life. 
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c. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And 
behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”  (Matthew 28:19-20) 

d. This is the voice of teaching and instruction, advice and counsel, exhortation, discipleship, 
sanctification and maturity. 

e. Today, people can take or leave this voice; they’re simply not interested in becoming 
disciples. 

8. The Real Jesus always speaks in these three voices, through His revealed Word… 

CONCLUSION:  This is the one thing I want you to take away from this sermon: 

1. Jesus always speaks to us in polyphonic sound – prophetically, priestly, pastorally. 

2. If we refused to accept these three voices, then we refuse the true Christ: Prophet, Priest, King (pastor) 

3. Those who prefer Jesus in one voice only worship a false Jesus.  And a false Jesus is nothing more than an 
idol: a dead god! 

4. Jesus is calling us to repentance and faith; He is offering us both forgiveness and healing; He is pointing 
the way to holiness, happiness and wholeness. 

5. Without Christ speaking to us in these 3 voices, we will not survive in or thrive in these “last days.” 

6. It is the most important thing in the world for us to hear and respond to the Three Voices of Jesus Christ!  
Eternity depends upon us doing so! 

“Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door but climbs in by another way, 
that man is a thief and a robber. But he who enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. To him the 
gatekeeper opens. The sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When 
he has brought out all his own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, for they know his voice. A 
stranger they will not follow, but they will flee from him, for they do not know the voice of strangers.”   

My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they will never 
perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than 
all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father's hand. I and the Father are one.”  (John 10:1-5, 
27-30) 

7. I try to speak to you, each Sunday, in these three voices – Prophetic, Priestly, Pastoral.  Why?  Because I 
love you and care for you.  And I know Jesus is coming again; and when He does, He will call your name.  
I want to make sure you recognize that Voice, and run to Him! 

 

 

 

 


