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Revelation 2:8-11                                January 17, 2016 am 
God on the Throne                                                 Revelation  
RV1603                  

“The Persecuted Church” 

INTRODUCTION:   The Church of Jesus Christ is being persecuted now more than ever… 

1. Many may think that is an exaggeration, but I can assure you it is not. 

2. American Christians live under the misconception that the early church experienced unrelenting 
persecution.  Not so! 

a. In the first 300+ years of the New Testament era, the Roman Empire conducted 10 persecutions. 

b. Seems like a lot, but the total years of actual persecution amounted to about 98 years. 

c. In the majority of cases, Christians were harassed, lost their property, were refused government 
positions, had their churches destroyed and were considered members of an illegal religion. 

d. It was rare for Christians to be put to death. 

e. And the famous images of Christians killed in the Coliseum in Rome were true in only three of 
these 10 persecutions. 

f. Roman Emperor Constantine brought such persecutions to an end in 325 A.D. 

3. During the Medieval Period, we know of no persecutions of Christians. (although Jews were often treated 
with hostility or violent persecution) 

4. Between 633-1400, Muslims invaded the Holy Land, Asia Minor, North Africa, Spain and Eastern Europe.  
The Islamic powers murdered thousands of Christians and Jews in the name of Jihad. 

5. From 1096-1248, over the span of seven Crusades, European powers struck back to reclaim land, reopen 
the Holy Land to pilgrims, and check the advance of Islam into Europe.  Many Christians were killed by 
Muslims in response to these crusades. 

6. During the Reformation in Europe and England, both Catholics and Protestants were killed for their faith.  
More often than not, the Roman Catholic Church, through its counter-reformation known as the 
Inquisition¸ killed Protestants for their faith.  Protestant lords retaliated in kind. 

7. The Pilgrims fled England, and James I, to avoid persecution and find religious liberty in the “New 
World.” 

8. In modern times, Christians have been martyred in one of four venues: 

a. Missionaries taking the Gospel into foreign lands 

b. New converts and churches suffering persecution from their neighbors due to faith in Christ (e.g., 
India, South America, etc.) 

c. Communism: Soviet Union, China, N. Korea, Indo-China 
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d. Modern Islamic violence, everywhere Islam gains a majority and through radical Islamic terrorism 

9. Today, in 2016, estimates range from 200,000 to 300,000 for the number of people who will be put to 
death for their faith in Christ.  This does not include those who are imprisoned, attacked and abused, 
harassed, exiled or oppressed for their Christian Faith. 

10. For comparison: It is estimated that the number of Christians who were martyred during Rome’s 10 
persecutions, over three centuries, was less than 300,000.  Almost three times that many Christians will die 
for Christ over the next three years! 

11. Jesus told us this would happen: 

Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and put you to death, and you will be hated by all nations for 
my name's sake. And then many will fall away and betray one another and hate one another.  (Matthew 
24:9-10) 

But be on your guard. For they will deliver you over to councils, and you will be beaten in synagogues, and 
you will stand before governors and kings for my sake, to bear witness before them. And the gospel must 
first be proclaimed to all nations. And when they bring you to trial and deliver you over, do not be anxious 
beforehand what you are to say, but say whatever is given you in that hour, for it is not you who speak, but 
the Holy Spirit. And brother will deliver brother over to death, and the father his child, and children will 
rise against parents and have them put to death. And you will be hated by all for my name's sake. But the 
one who endures to the end will be saved.  (Mark 13:9-13) 

If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you. If you were of the world, the world 
would love you as its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore 
the world hates you. Remember the word that I said to you: ‘A servant is not greater than his master.’ If 
they persecuted me, they will also persecute you. If they kept my word, they will also keep yours. But all 
these things they will do to you on account of my name, because they do not know him who sent me. If I had 
not come and spoken to them, they would not have been guilty of sin, but now they have no excuse for their 
sin. Whoever hates me hates my Father also. If I had not done among them the works that no one else did, 
they would not be guilty of sin, but now they have seen and hated both me and my Father. But the word that 
is written in their Law must be fulfilled: ‘They hated me without a cause.’  (John 15:18-25) 

I have said all these things to you to keep you from falling away. They will put you out of the synagogues. 
Indeed, the hour is coming when whoever kills you will think he is offering service to God. And they will do 
these things because they have not known the Father, nor me. But I have said these things to you, that when 
their hour comes you may remember that I told them to you.  (John 16: 1-4a) 

12. So, it should not surprise us that among the 7 churches to whom Christ speaks and to whom John writes, 
that one of them should be suffering persecution: 

a. The Second Church: Smyrna 

b. The shortest letter: 4 verses (2:8-11) 

c. And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write: ‘The words of the first and the last, who died and 
came to life. “‘I know your tribulation and your poverty (but you are rich) and the slander of those 
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who say that they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan. Do not fear what you are 
about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, 
and for ten days you will have tribulation. Be faithful unto death, and I will give you the crown of 
life. He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. The one who conquers 
will not be hurt by the second death.’  (Revelation 2:8-11) 

13. We assume that religious people tolerate Christianity, and that secular people persecute Christianity.  The 
very opposite is true.  

14. Deeply religious people and radical skeptics – the extremists in both directions – cause persecution.  A true 
secularist cares so little about religion that he (she) ignores it totally. 

15. We are living in a unique age, unlike any age in the past, where both religion and unbelief are on the rise, 
worldwide. 

a. The western societies are moving away from God into evolution, scientific naturalism, and practical 
(or philosophical) atheism. 

b. The rest of the world is moving rapidly into fundamental religion; Hinduism, Islam, Buddhism, and 
Christianity are all growing throughout the Global South and the Emerging East. 

c. These two forces cause a triangle of hostility 

i. Christianity vs. Paganism 

ii. Scientism vs Religion 

iii. Doubt/Skepticism vs Faith 

d. Tim Keller: The Reason for God: Introduction; pp. xv, 4, 5. 

We have come to a cultural moment in which both skeptics and believers feel their existence is 
threatened because both secular skepticism and religious faith are on the rise in significant, 
powerful ways.  We have neither the Western Christendom of the past nor the secular, religionless 
society that was predicted for the future.  We have something else entirely.  Three generations ago, 
most people inherited rather than chose their religious faith.  People are opting instead for a 
nonreligious life, for a non-institutional, personally constructed spirituality, or for orthodox, high-
commitment religious groups that expect members to have a conversion experience.  Therefore the 
population is paradoxically growing both more religious and less religious at once.  Because doubt 
and belief are each on the rise, our political and public discourse on matters of faith and morality 
has become deadlocked and deeply divided.  The culture wars are taking a toll.  Emotions and 
rhetoric are intense, even hysterical.  Those who believe in God and Christianity are out to “impose 
their beliefs on the rest of us” and “turn back the clock” to a less enlightened time.  Those who 
don’t believe are “enemies of truth” and “purveyors of relativism and permissiveness.”  We don’t 
reason with the other side; we only denounce.  

It is widely believed that one of the main barriers to world peace is religion, and especially the 
major traditional religions with their exclusive claims to superiority.  It may surprise you that 
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though I am a Christian minister I agree with this.  Religion, generally speaking, tends to create a 
slippery slope in the heart.  Each religion informs its followers that they have “the truth,” and this 
naturally leads them to feel superior to those with differing beliefs.  Also, a religion tells its 
followers that they are saved and connected to God by devotedly performing that truth.  This moves 
them to separate from those who are less devoted and pure in life.  Therefore, it is easy for one 
religious group to stereotype and caricature other ones.  Once this situation exists it can easily 
spiral down into the marginalization of others or even to active oppression, abuse, or violence 
against them. 

Once we recognize how religion erodes peace on earth, what can we do about it?  There are three 
approaches that civic and cultural leaders around the world are using to address the divisiveness of 
religion.  There are calls to outlaw religion, condemn religion, or at least to radically privatize it.  
Many people are investing great hope in them.  Unfortunately, I don’t believe any of them will be 
effective.  Indeed, I’m afraid they will only aggravate the situation.  

16. Religious conflict and its child – persecution – are inevitable.  And Jesus (John) face this reality in the 
letter to the church in Smyrna. 

 

 

I. THE FORMAT OF THE LETTER TO SMYRNA  (Revelation 2:8-11) 

1. Remember: Each letter (except for two) has 7 parts.  The letter to Smyrna is one of those exceptions. 

2. Here is how the letter unfolds: 

a. The Identity of Christ: The Resurrected Savior (2:8) 

i. And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write: ‘The words of the first and the last, who 
died and came to life.  (Revelation 2:8) 

ii. Drawn from chapter one 

When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But he laid his right hand on me, 
saying, “Fear not, I am the first and the last, and the living one. I died, and behold I am 
alive forevermore, and I have the keys of Death and Hades.  (Revelation 1:17-18) 

iii. Christ has been persecuted, put to death and raised Himself to new life. 

b. The Commendation: A Church under Persecution (2:9) 

i. I know your tribulation and your poverty (but you are rich) and the slander of those who 
say that they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan.  (Revelation 2:9) 

ii. Jesus is aware of the tribulation, poverty, slander imposed upon and directed at this 
Church. 

iii. He is proud of them for their willingness to suffer for Him and the faith. 
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c. The Admonition or Rebuke: None.  Smyrna is not a perfect church, but Jesus finds no purpose 
in rebuking them while they undergo persecution and suffering.  

d. The Exhortation: Fear not…Be Faithful… (2:10, 11) 

i. Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to throw some of you 
into prison, that you may be tested, and for ten days you will have tribulation. Be faithful 
unto death, and I will give you the crown of life.  (Revelation 2:10) 

ii. Jesus does not promise to end the persecution but to limit its force: 

● Imprisonment (not death) 

● Tested for ten days (limited in time) 

iii. Tribulation, suffering, imprisonment (these are certain to come 

iv. But martyrdom is also possible, even probable. 

v. Be faithful unto death… 

e. The Warning: None.  Jesus does not fear their apostasy. 

f. The Promise: A double promise (2:10, 11) 

i. Be faithful unto death, and I will give you the crown of life.  (i.e., eternal life in the City 
of God) 

ii. The one who conquers will not be hurt by the second death (i.e., perdition in the lake of 
fire) 

iii. Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the test he 
will receive the crown of life, which God has promised to those who love him.  (James 
1:12) 

iv. And if anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the 
lake of fire.  (Revelation 20:15) 

v. But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, as for murderers, the sexually 
immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their portion will be in the lake that burns 
with fire and sulfur, which is the second death.  (Revelation 21:8) 

g. The Final Statement: “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” 

3. Jesus is very realistic about His Church under persecution: 

a. The two adversaries are clearly set forth: Jesus and the devil 

b. The tension between spiritual groups is clear: Rome, Judaism, the Church 

c. The potential events are not covered up: tribulation, poverty, slander and even martyrdom 
(death) 
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d. The two eternal destinies are set forth: The Crown of Life (in heaven) or The Second Death (in 
Hell) 

4. Of all the 7 messages, the letter to Smyrna is the… 

a. Shortest: only 4 verses, 98 words in Greek, 130 words in the ESV text. 

b. The most direct: Jesus is as straightforward as one should be when dealing with people facing 
death. 

c. The most simple: Christ presents things in the black and white terms of “Them vs. Us.” 

5. Jesus is speaking to real people, in a real place, in an historic moment in time.  Just as I speak to you 
now, today, in this place called Matthews. 

 

 

II. THE MESSAGE OF THE LETTER TO SMYRNA 

1. The Church is always a product of the push and pull of the place and culture in which it lives. 

2. Eugene Peterson: Reversed Thunder: “It is God’s will that we have a church.  The life of faith always 
and necessarily takes place in a community of persons who are located somewhere in time and space.  
Geography is as important to the Christian way as Christology.” (pp. 55-56) 

3. Smyrna was a marvelous place to live; a beautiful “New City.” 

a. It called itself “The Resurrected City” because it was destroyed by fire in the 6th Century B.C. 

b. It lay in ruins for 300 years.  Then in 400 B.C., it was rebuilt into a model city. 

c. It was known by the title “The Glory of Asia.” 

d. It became a major commercial city of 25,000 people (a big city in ancient times).  People in 
Smyrna were very materialistic, wealthy, and devoted to commerce. 

e. Smyrna also had a large Jewish Population which had a large synagogue.  The Jews in Smyrna 
hated Christians and persecuted them.  Jesus called this assembly of Jews “a synagogue of 
Satan.” 

f. Most of all, Smyrna was a center for Emperor Worship: The official religion of Rome. 

i. The “spirit of Rome” was strong in Smyrna 

ii. dea Roma: Goddess of Rome was the deity of Smyrna 

iii. “Caesar is Lord” was the creed of the city necessary for politics, commerce and the 
guilds. 

iv. Note: The Jews were exempt from Emperor Worship but the Christians were not! 
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4. Later, in 160 A.D. (about 65 years after Revelation was written) Polycarp, the Bishop of Smyrna, was 
put to death by Antonius Pius, because he would not burn incense to Rome and confess “Caesar is 
Lord.”  He was arrested, but refused to renounce Christ, confess Caesar, and burn incense to the gods of 
Rome. 

a. His accusers, Jews and Gentiles, said this: 

Polycarp confesses that he is a Christian.  This is that teacher of Asia, the father of the 
Christians, the destroyer of our gods: he that teaches multitudes not to sacrifice, not to worship. 

b. He was brought to the local Arena and commanded to “revile Christ or die by being burned at 
the stake.” 

c. Polycarp responded, famously (Eusebius: Church History; Book 4, p. 146) 

Revile Christ?  Eighty and six years have I served him, and he never did me wrong; and how 
can I now blaspheme my King that has saved me.  

You threaten fire that burns for a moment and is soon extinguished, for you know nothing of the 
judgment to come, and the fire of eternal punishment reserved for the wicked.  But why do you 
delay?  Bring what you wish. 

d. When the flames would not engulf him, a soldier stepped forward and killed him with a sword 
thrust to the heart. 

5. We need to see this: Three spiritual forces converged to persecute and attempt to destroy the Christian 
Church. 

a. The Religion of Rome: imprisonment, confiscation of property, exile and eventually death by 
martyrdom. 

b. The Economic Power of Smyrna: ostracization, loss of jobs, barred admittance to the guilds, 
lawsuits. 

c. The Opposition of the Jews and Judaism: slander, mockings, false accusations 

d. Jesus recognizes these three forces of evil set against His Church: 

i. I know your tribulation and your poverty (but you are rich) and the slander of those who 
say that they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan. Do not fear what you 
are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you 
may be tested, and for ten days you will have tribulation. Be faithful unto death, and I 
will give you the crown of life.  (Revelation 2:9-10) 

ii. Tribulation, poverty, slander, imprisonment, death 

6. We must never believe that Rome was not deeply religious! 

7. Rodney Stark: The Triumph of Christianity; pp. 140-141. 
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Too often, historians have ignored the sincerity of pagans, misreading their casual forms of worship for 
indifference.  But Rome was far more religious than other societies in the ancient world, and large 
numbers of Romans, especially those making up the political elite, sincerely believed that the gods had 
made Rome the great empire that it had become.  That being the case, Christianity was an obvious 
affront to the gods, given that the church denied the existence of the gods and charged that to worship 
that was blasphemy.  It was entirely logical to assume that for Rome to tolerate Christianity was to risk 
bringing down the displeasure of the gods upon its affairs.  As Rome began to experience lasting bad 
times—economic recessions, political instability, and military misfortunes—it became a matter that no 
conscientious emperor could ignore.  The initial concern did not merely reflect intolerance of 
Christianity, but a perceived need for a universal expression of pagan piety.   

8. And we must never believe the myth that the world is becoming more secular – the opposite is true! 

a. The West is dying; Communism is collapsing 

b. Islam, Hinduism, Mormonism, Jehovah’s Witnesses, New Age Spirituality, and Evangelical 
Christianity are all on the rise – worldwide. 

c. The world is not moving toward “culture wars” but religious war! 

9. And…most of all…we can never ignore the fact that 21st Century America is deeply religious! 

a. Over 90% of Americans believe in God, and 85% of people in America say that “God and 
religion are very important to me.” 

b. The question is “What god?  What religion?” 

c. America is full of idols: “God bless America” at the end of every political speech, Obama’s 
progressive liberalism, the Tea Party’s religious political conservatism, cults, Muslims, Jews, 
Hindus, New Agers, Mainline Protestants, Evangelicals, Charismatics, Health and Wealth, 
Emergent Churches, Oprah Winfrey’s spirituality, Roman Catholic, lots of mysticism, and the 
20-somethings postmodern construction of “my own spirituality.” 

10. For Jesus to step into the middle of their religious muddle and say, “I am the only way to God.  You 
must confess Me as your Lord, be baptized in My name, join My church and follow Me, or you will be 
destroyed in hell!” – that will cause a war! 

11. The Message to the Church of Smyrna is a message to Christ Covenant Church in America! 

 

 

 

III. THE IMPLICATIONS OF THE LETTER TO SMYRNA 

1. First: We must expect, prepare ourselves and teach our children how to suffer with and for Christ.  
Suffering for Christ is attendant to faith in Christ.  The Bible says so… 
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a. The word Jesus uses twice in this letter is thlipsis (translated: “tribulation”).  It is a technical 
word – 

i. Never used of the normal problems or pains of life in a fallen world 

ii. Always used in the New Testament of the suffering that comes from conflict between 
the Kingdom of God and the World 

iii. I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you will 
have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.  (John 16:33) 

b. Once we unite to Christ and join His Church (the Kingdom of God), we enter into the tribulation 
of this spiritual conflict. 

2. Second: We cannot avoid persecution, tribulation and suffering because faith in Christ draws us into 
the life of Christ – cross and resurrection! 

a. But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. Indeed, I count everything as 
loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have 
suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be 
found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which 
comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith— that I may 
know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in 
his death, that by any means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead.  (Philippians 
3:7-11) 

b. “the fellowship of His sufferings”: The world’s hatred for Jesus aimed at you 

c. Such suffering is not a matter of shame, but a badge of honor. 

…and when they had called in the apostles, they beat them and charged them not to speak in the 
name of Jesus, and let them go. Then they left the presence of the council, rejoicing that they 
were counted worthy to suffer dishonor for the name. And every day, in the temple and from 
house to house, they did not cease teaching and preaching that the Christ is Jesus.  (Acts 5:40-
42) 

3. Third: We must be certain that we suffer for the right reason: 

a. Not because we are obnoxious, overly-opinionated, tactlessly blunt, rude, prejudiced, politically 
radical, or a proponent of some “cause” long dead and not of God. 

b. We should suffer because we desire to live godly for Jesus Christ! 

Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, while evil people 
and impostors will go on from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived.  (2 Timothy 3:12-
13) 
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c. Taking flak over whom you voted for, your interpretation of the Civil War, your opinions on 
civil rights or the Bill of Rights, your advocacy of some cause (MADD or gun control), your 
devotion to a party, a movement or an “ism” are not the same as suffering for Christ. 

d. Illustration: The little children in Iraq killed by ISIS, one by one in front of their parents, 
because they would not renounce Christ. 

4. Fourth: We’ve got to start seeing the church with a different set of eyes – spiritual eyes and not 
sociological or moralistic eyes. 

a. Eugene Peterson: Reversed Thunder; pp. 46-47. 

It is impossible to discover the nature of the church through the disciplines of sociology.  Not by 
analyzing the piety of a people do we fix the church’s identity.  The church is formed by Christ’s 
word and sustained by his being.  No objective institutional analysis will show this.  No 
subjective spiritual introspection will discover this.  It is a revelation of Christ.  Sociological 
analyses of the church, so dear to the hearts of reformers, are virtually worthless.  
Handwringing laments on the church, so dear to the hearts of moralists, are worse.  What is 
unique and characteristic of the church is the identity conferred by Christ and the common life 
brought into being by the Spirit.   

b. We’ve got to stop talking about the Reformed Church or the Dispensational Church; the White 
Church or the Black Church; the Urban Church, Suburban Church, Small town or Rural church; 
the Republican (Conservative) Church or Democratic (Progressive) Church…etc.… 

c. There are only two churches: Churches united to Christ or “synagogues of Satan.” 

d. The more we argue among ourselves over grace, worship and music styles, ways we do ministry 
or mission work, our “Gurus” and our government; the more we divide our voices we waste our 
strength on in-house warfare. 

e. Illustration: Look at the Republican Party.  They have cannibalized themselves and given the 
election to the Democrats because big egos couldn’t unite the party! 

f. Let’s not make the same stupid mistake! 

5. Fifth: We’ve great need of a clear vision of what is at stake here: Very bluntly…heaven or 
hell…forever! 

a. To those we lead to Christ and baptize into His Church – the Crown of Life. 

b. To all those who reject Jesus for political, religious, economic, sociological and personal 
reasons – the second death. 

c. We can survive bad government; we can love and even grow more godly through economic 
woes; we can prosper in our mission if lots of non-Christians move to America and into our 
neighborhoods; and we can even survive martyrdom (it causes the Church to grow!). 
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d. What we cannot survive is losing our focus on Jesus Christ, the absolute necessity of salvation 
in Him, and the inevitable judgment of Christ at the end of time. 

Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. From his presence earth and sky 
fled away, and no place was found for them. And I saw the dead, great and small, standing 
before the throne, and books were opened. Then another book was opened, which is the book of 
life. And the dead were judged by what was written in the books, according to what they had 
done. And the sea gave up the dead who were in it, Death and Hades gave up the dead who 
were in them, and they were judged, each one of them, according to what they had done. Then 
Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. 
And if anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of 
fire.  (Revelation 20:11-15) 

6. Lastly: We must not lose our focus in the last days, these end times. 

a. Now that Jesus is near, we must bear down with a singular focus – to finish well! 

b. Growing in holiness, reaching the lost, loving each other in the Church 

c. Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the 
precious fruit of the earth, being patient about it, until it receives the early and the late rains. 
You also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand. Do not 
grumble against one another, brothers, so that you may not be judged; behold, the Judge is 
standing at the door. As an example of suffering and patience, brothers, take the prophets who 
spoke in the name of the Lord. Behold, we consider those blessed who remained steadfast. You 
have heard of the steadfastness of Job, and you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord 
is compassionate and merciful.  (James 5:7-11) 

d. Jesus put it this way, in this letter: “Be faithful unto death…” 

i. Death by old age 

ii. Death by martyrdom 

iii. The end of life when Jesus comes again 

e. The Church in America (Charlotte), as never before, must recommit itself to be faithful! 

7. Illustration: Back in 2003, the Ohio State Buckeyes played the Miami Hurricanes for the NCAA 
National Championship in football. 

a. Miami was a 13 point favorite. 

b. Prior to the game, the Miami players mailed out a pre-printed postcard announcing a Victory 
Party in Miami, on a certain date, in a certain place. 

c. After regulation and the first overtime, Miami led: 24-17. 

d. On the sidelines, the Miami team was already celebrating, some were even taking off their 
uniforms! 
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e. Their quarterback, Ken Dorsey, walked up and down the sidelines, yelling to his teammates, 
“Stay Focused!  Stay Focused!  Stay Focused!”  They didn’t listen. 

f. A penalty, Buckeyes endurance, and a defensive stand on the two-yard line for 4 plays and… 

g. Miami lost the championship: 31 to 24! 

h. It is essential for success to stay focused: be faithful! 

8. Jesus is coming again.  Millions of your brothers and sisters in Christ believe this and are suffering 
brutal persecution, but they are remaining faithful. 

9. May the Lord help us to see that we too are in the same days, in the same fight, waiting for the same 
Lord, needing as never before to “Be Faithful.” 

10. I think there is a connection between these first two churches of Asia Minor, and the call Christ gives to 
them:  “Your need to recover your first love in these last days, because you must be faithful.” 

11. How about you?  Are you focused?  Are you faithful?  Do you love Jesus enough to live for Him and 
die for Him? 

12. ...time will tell! 

Here is a call for the endurance of the saints, those who keep the commandments of God and their faith 
in Jesus. (Revelation 14:12) 

 

 


