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Revelation 21:9-27                           January 24, 2016 pm 
Our Home in Heaven           Heaven  
HH1604 

“The City of God” 

INTRODUCTION:    Most of us have lots of questions about heaven… 

1. … and believe it or not, so do our children (especially if they have experienced the death of a 
grandparent, aunt or uncle, cousin, sibling or close friend.) 

2. Please allow me to suggest five resources for you: 

a. Four by Randy Alcorn, who has vastly studied this subject of life after death. 

i. Heaven (a wonderful book) 

ii. Heaven for Kids 

iii. Tell Me About Heaven (a children’s storybook) 

iv. 50 Days of Heaven: Reflections that Bring Eternity to Light (devotional book) 

b. And a fifth volume: We Shall See God: Charles Spurgeon’s Classic Devotional Thoughts on 
Heaven (devotional book) 

c. BTW – Randy Alcorn’s material also comes in a discussion guide format for small groups. 

d. I’m using these resources, along with other books, and my Bible Commentaries for this sermon 
series. 

3. It should not surprise us that the Bible pictures Heaven – the New Heaven and Earth – as a City. 

Then came one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues and spoke to 
me, saying, “Come, I will show you the Bride, the wife of the Lamb.” And he carried me away in the 
Spirit to a great, high mountain, and showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from 
God.  (Revelation 21:9-10) 

4. Throughout the Bible there are two cities that shape the course of humanity, the history of the world, and 
the destiny of all souls… 

a. Babylon (the City of Man) and 

b. Jerusalem (the City of God) 

c. A “tale of two cities” 

5. In fact, St. Augustine would write his magnum opus about human history and the church, and name it 
The City of God. 

a. A book every Christian should read 

b. Especially when they’re young 

c. Rome fell to Aleric the Visigoth in 410 AD; Augustine began to write The City of God in 413 
and finished it 13 years later, in 416 AD. 

d. A book with two parts – 



 

HH1604 
 

2 

i. Part I: An answer to the charge that Rome had fallen because Christians caused the 
Romans to forsake their gods (chapters 1-10) 

ii. Part II: The working out in history of the one great truth: The Rivalry between two cities, 
and societies – Babylon (Rome) and Jerusalem (church) (chapters 11-22) 

e. The story of the Barbarians vs the Christians, not finished until 

i. Babylon Falls (Rev. 17) 

ii. The City of God appears (Rev. 21) 

6. Here is the “genesis” (no pun intended) of The City of Man (Babylon) 

a. Cush fathered Nimrod; he was the first on earth to be a mighty man. He was a mighty hunter 
before the LORD. Therefore it is said, “Like Nimrod a mighty hunter before the LORD.” The 
beginning of his kingdom was Babel, Erech, Accad, and Calneh, in the land of Shinar. From that 
land he went into Assyria and built Nineveh, Rehoboth-Ir, Calah, and Resen between Nineveh and 
Calah; that is the great city.                         (Genesis 10:8-12) 

b. Now the whole earth had one language and the same words. And as people migrated from the 
east, they found a plain in the land of Shinar and settled there. And they said to one another, 
“Come, let us make bricks, and burn them thoroughly.” And they had brick for stone, and 
bitumen for mortar. Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city and a tower with its top 
in the heavens, and let us make a name for ourselves, lest we be dispersed over the face of the 
whole earth.” And the Lord came down to see the city and the tower, which the children of man 
had built. And the Lord said, “Behold, they are one people, and they have all one language, and 
this is only the beginning of what they will do. And nothing that they propose to do will now be 
impossible for them. Come, let us go down and there confuse their language, so that they may not 
understand one another's speech.” So the Lord dispersed them from there over the face of all the 
earth, and they left off building the city. Therefore its name was called Babel, because there the 
Lord confused the language of all the earth. And from there the Lord dispersed them over the face 
of all the earth. (Genesis 11:1-9) 

c. Babel = Babylon 

d. A society bent on making a man-centered culture that was divorced from God. 

e. Three things make up any culture: shared language, shared religion, shared history (a shared-
story)… 

i. “Now the whole earth had one language” 

ii. Religion?  Ziggurat to the heavens (astrology; idolatry) 

iii. History?  “Let us make a name for ourselves” – a story whose men were at the center and 
not God 

iv. Note: history means “his story” (Gotts spiel) 

v. “Gospel” = Gotts Spiel, Godspell, Gospel, God’s story 

f. Babylon became the enemy of God’s people, into which they were, for a season, sent into exile. 
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g. And he carried me away in the Spirit into a wilderness, and I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet 
beast that was full of blasphemous names, and it had seven heads and ten horns. The woman was 
arrayed in purple and scarlet, and adorned with gold and jewels and pearls, holding in her hand 
a golden cup full of abominations and the impurities of her sexual immorality. And on her 
forehead was written a name of mystery: “Babylon the great, mother of prostitutes and of earth's 
abominations.” And I saw the woman, drunk with the blood of the saints, the blood of the martyrs 
of Jesus.  When I saw her, I marveled greatly.  (Revelation 17:3-6) 

7. But God, determined to recover the world, begins a New City. 

a. He calls it The City of God = Jerusalem = Zion! 

b. There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 
    the holy habitation of the Most High. 
God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved; 
    God will help her when morning dawns.  (Psalm 46:4-5) 

c. Great is the LORD and greatly to be praised 
    in the city of our God! 
His holy mountain, beautiful in elevation, 
    is the joy of all the earth, 
Mount Zion, in the far north, 
    the city of the great King. 
Within her citadels God 
    has made himself known as a fortress.  (Psalm 48:1-3) 

Walk about Zion, go around her, 
    number her towers, 
consider well her ramparts, 
    go through her citadels, 
that you may tell the next generation 
    that this is God, 
our God forever and ever. 
    He will guide us forever.  (Ps. 48:12-14) 

d. In Judah God is known; 

    his name is great in Israel. 

His abode has been established in Salem, 

    his dwelling place in Zion. 

There he broke the flashing arrows, 

    the shield, the sword, and the weapons of war.  

Glorious are you, more majestic 

    than the mountains full of prey.                        (Psalm 76:1-4) 

e. On the holy mount stands the city he founded; 
    the Lord loves the gates of Zion 
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    more than all the dwelling places of Jacob. 
Glorious things of you are spoken, 
    O city of God.  

 (Psalm 87:1-4) 

8. It is in Jerusalem that God’s redemptive work found its HQ – 

a. Where Abraham took Isaac to sacrifice him to God: Mt. Moriah 

b. The city David made the capital of Israel  

c. The city of God’s Temple = The Holy City 

I was glad when they said to me, 
    “Let us go to the house of the LORD!” 
Our feet have been standing 
    within your gates, O Jerusalem! 

Jerusalem—built as a city 
    that is bound firmly together, 
to which the tribes go up, 
    the tribes of the LORD, 
as was decreed for Israel, 
    to give thanks to the name of the LORD. 
There thrones for judgment were set, 
    the thrones of the house of David.                       (Psalm 122:1-5) 

d. The city of prophets, priests and kings 

e. The place where Jesus Christ would be dedicated, bar mitzvahed, crucified and resurrected. 

f. Jesus ascended to heaven from Jerusalem and promised to return there when He comes at the end 
of time. 

g. From Jerusalem, the Gospel mission began, and in Jerusalem the New Testament church was 
formed – 

…and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from 
the dead, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all 
nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And behold, I am sending 
the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on 
high.”  (Luke 24:46-49) 

h. In Jerusalem, the Holy Spirit came upon the apostles and launched the Gospel mission. 

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses 
in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.                 (Acts 1:8) 

i. Thus Jerusalem became the type of what the church would be: The City of God. 

9. In the Scripture, the imagery of Zion, the City of God, ties together this sacred thread of redemptive 
history: Jerusalem, The Church, and the New World. 
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a. By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to receive as an 
inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. By faith he went to live in the 
land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the 
same promise. For he was looking forward to the city that has foundations, whose designer and 
builder is God.  (Hebrews 11:8-10) 

b. These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having seen them and greeted 
them from afar, and having acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles on the earth. For 
people who speak thus make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. If they had been thinking 
of that land from which they had gone out, they would have had opportunity to return. But as it is, 
they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called 
their God, for he has prepared for them a city.  (Hebrews 11:13-16) 

c. But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and 
to innumerable angels in festal gathering, and to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in 
heaven, and to God, the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, and to Jesus, 
the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the 
blood of Abel.  (Hebrews 12:22-24) 

d. For here we have no lasting city, but we seek the city that is to come.  (Hebrews 13:14) 

e. Key phrase: “…the city that is to come” 

f. Abraham’s dream, the hope of all the Old Testament saints, the place we call Heaven, the New 
World yet to come: The City of God  

And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great, high mountain, and showed me the holy city 
Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God.  (Revelation 21:9-10) 

10. When we human beings think of a City, we think, mostly, of bad things: congestion, crime, immorality, 
violence, high prices, bad traffic, poor schools, high taxes, corrupt government, racial and ethnic 
tensions, ghettos and poverty, long lines, short tempers, glitter and godlessness.  (This is why we choose 
to live in Matthews and Mint Hill, even though we may work in Charlotte) 

11. But we think this way because we see and experience only the City of Babylon - the City of Man. 

12. God has always intended to build another City – a lovely and liveable place – called The City of God. 

13. And that is exactly what He will do… 

Then came one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues and spoke to 
me, saying, “Come, I will show you the Bride, the wife of the Lamb.” And he carried me away in the 
Spirit to a great, high mountain, and showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from 
God, having the glory of God, its radiance like a most rare jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal. It had a 
great, high wall, with twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and on the gates the names of the 
twelve tribes of the sons of Israel were inscribed— on the east three gates, on the north three gates, on 
the south three gates, and on the west three gates. And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on 
them were the twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. 

And the one who spoke with me had a measuring rod of gold to measure the city and its gates and walls. 
The city lies foursquare, its length the same as its width. And he measured the city with his rod, 12,000 
stadia. Its length and width and height are equal. He also measured its wall, 144 cubits by human 
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measurement, which is also an angel's measurement. The wall was built of jasper, while the city was pure 
gold, like clear glass. The foundations of the wall of the city were adorned with every kind of jewel. The 
first was jasper, the second sapphire, the third agate, the fourth emerald, the fifth onyx, the sixth 
carnelian, the seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh 
jacinth, the twelfth amethyst. And the twelve gates were twelve pearls, each of the gates made of a single 
pearl, and the street of the city was pure gold, like transparent glass. 

And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. And the city 
has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb. By 
its light will the nations walk, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it, and its gates will 
never be shut by day—and there will be no night there. They will bring into it the glory and the honor of 
the nations. But nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone who does what is detestable or false, but 
only those who are written in the Lamb's book of life.  (Revelation 21:9-27) 

14. Remember: Three things build a culture, a country, a city 

a. A history 

b. A language 

c. A religion 

 

 

I. THE HISTORY OF THE CITY OF GOD  (Revelation 21:9-14, 17-21) 

Then came one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues and spoke to 
me, saying, “Come, I will show you the Bride, the wife of the Lamb.” And he carried me away in the 
Spirit to a great, high mountain, and showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from 
God, having the glory of God, its radiance like a most rare jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal. It had a 
great, high wall, with twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and on the gates the names of the 
twelve tribes of the sons of Israel were inscribed— on the east three gates, on the north three gates, on 
the south three gates, and on the west three gates. And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on 
them were the twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. He also measured its wall, 144 cubits by 
human measurement, which is also an angel's measurement. The wall was built of jasper, while the city 
was pure gold, like clear glass. The foundations of the wall of the city were adorned with every kind of 
jewel. The first was jasper, the second sapphire, the third agate, the fourth emerald, the fifth onyx, the 
sixth carnelian, the seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the 
eleventh jacinth, the twelfth amethyst. And the twelve gates were twelve pearls, each of the gates made of 
a single pearl, and the street of the city was pure gold, like transparent glass. (Revelation 21:9-14, 17-
21) 

1. In Revelation 21 and 22, God mentions the city 15 times!  It is clear that the capital of the New 
Heaven and New Earth (i.e., the New World), is the City of God.  (God’s HQ) 

2. Randy Alcorn: Heaven; pp. 241, 245. 

Everyone knows what a city is—a place with buildings, streets, and residences occupied by people 
and subject to a common government.  Cities have inhabitants, visitors, bustling activity, cultural 
events, and gatherings involving music, the arts, education, religion, entertainment, and athletics.  If 
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the capital city of the New Earth doesn’t have these defining characteristics of a city, it would seem 
misleading for Scripture to repeatedly call it a city. 

People have told me they can’t get excited about the New Jerusalem because they don’t like cities.  
But this city will be different – it will have all the advantages we associate with earthly cities but none 
of the disadvantages.  The city will be filled with natural wonders, magnificent architecture, thriving 
culture—but it will have no crime, pollution, sirens, traffic fatalities, garbage, or homelessness.  It 
will truly be Heaven on Earth. 

3. In my 66 years of life, I have lived in 10 different places (Ohio, Texas, Illinois, Tennessee, South 
Carolina, Mississippi, and now North Carolina). 

a. 7 of those places have been cities – and five of them Big Cities (metropolitan areas) 

b. Chicago (9.4 million) 

c. Charlotte, NC (2.3 million) 

d. San Antonio (2.1 million) 

e. Columbus, OH (1.9 million) 

f. Memphis (1.3 million) 

g. Jane and I have found life to be good in these big places. 

4. The Bible never says there will be only one city in the New World.  Perhaps there will be more – 

a. The first came before him, saying, ‘Lord, your mina has made ten minas more.’ And he said to 
him, ‘Well done, good servant! Because you have been faithful in a very little, you shall have 
authority over ten cities.’ And the second came, saying, ‘Lord, your mina has made five 
minas.’ And he said to him, ‘And you are to be over five cities.’  (Luke 19:16-19) 

b. The New World will probably include big metro areas, smaller cities, towns, villages and 
farmlands. 

c. Revelation 21-22 are describing Heaven’s Capital City. 

5. It will be a place of visual magnificence – breathtaking beauty – with a panoramic view, perched 
upon a high mountain… 

a. A huge, thick, wide wall, 216 feet thick (144 cubits) 

b. Twelve gates, each one bearing the name of an Old Testament patriarch 

c. Twelve foundation stones, dedicated to the 12 apostles 

d. Each of the gates is a huge, single pearl 

And the twelve gates were twelve pearls, each of the gates made of a single pearl, and the 
street of the city was pure gold, like transparent glass.  (Rev. 21:21) 

e. Streets paved not with blacktop but with gold 

f. In fact, the city is built not of brick and mortar but pure gold, almost translucent. 

The wall was built of jasper, while the city was pure gold, like clear glass.  (Revelation 21:18) 

g. Jasper: a rich, deep red stone 
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h. Each of the 12 foundation stones is a huge gem – 

The foundations of the wall of the city were adorned with every kind of jewel. The first was 
jasper, the second sapphire, the third agate, the fourth emerald, the fifth onyx, the sixth 
carnelian, the seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the 
eleventh jacinth, the twelfth amethyst. (Revelation 21:19-20) 

6. This city will be absolutely, breathtakingly magnificent.  God’s own glory will adorn it! 

And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great, high mountain, and showed me the holy city 
Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God, having the glory of God, its radiance like a most 
rare jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal.  (Revelation 21:10-11) 

7. It is my belief that in the center of this great city there will be a Central Park – something every city 
always has. 

a. But this city park will be the Garden of Eden 

b. Never destroyed, removed from earth, returned in glory 

c. Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the 
throne of God and of the Lamb through the middle of the street of the city; also, on either side 
of the river, the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit each month. The 
leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations.  (Revelation 22:1-2) 

8. Notice this: Every time you visit the City of God, you will go in and out through one of 12 gates and 
pass by a large jewel-cornerstone. 

a. The gates will be named: Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Benjamin, Joseph, Naphtali, Gad, 
Dan, Asher, Zebulun and Issachar. 

b. The Cornerstone will be named: Peter, Andrew, James, John, Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, 
Thomas, Thaddaeus, Simon, James of Alphaeus and Matthias. 

c. Why?  To remind us and connect us to our sacred history! 

9. In the New World, we will not divorce ourselves from our past nor re-write our history, but we will 
be reminded each time we visit heaven’s capital that the City of God was built by God’s grace and 
upon the faith of Old Testament and New Testament saints – like us! 

These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having seen them and greeted 
them from afar, and having acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles on the earth. For 
people who speak thus make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. If they had been thinking of 
that land from which they had gone out, they would have had opportunity to return. But as it is, they 
desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, 
for he has prepared for them a city.  (Heb. 11:13-16) 

And all these, though commended through their faith, did not receive what was promised, since God 
had provided something better for us, that apart from us they should not be made perfect.  (Hebrews 
11:39-40) 

But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to 
innumerable angels in festal gathering, and to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in 
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heaven, and to God, the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect.                         
(Hebrews 12:22-23) 

10. In Babylon, we lived with revisionistic history – always making our story reflect us in a positive light.  
But in heaven we’ll live in the course of true and continuing history, about a gracious God, His 
Heroic Son, and the Great Spirit, saving mankind out of Babylon and taking them all to The City of 
God! 

11. No more arguments and new books promoting new ideas about… 

a. Why we fought the Civil War and which side was the good guys, 

b. World War II and American heroics; while ignoring the parts others played to preserve 
Western Civilization, 

c. Vietnam and Communism: questioning our motives, our methods and our mission, 

d. Civil rights, civil religions, civility – our foibles and failures we try to dress up to look good 
or simply ignore, 

e. We’ll all embrace this one, true, grand story of God in the world – 

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the 
new has come. All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us 
the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not 
counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation.  (2 
Corinthians 5:17-19) 

12. A New and True History for a New World and New Humanity! 

 

 

II. THE LANGUAGE OF THE CITY OF GOD  (Revelation 21:15-16) 

And the one who spoke with me had a measuring rod of gold to measure the city and its gates and walls. 
The city lies foursquare, its length the same as its width. And he measured the city with his rod, 12,000 
stadia. Its length and width and height are equal.  (Revelation 21:15-16) 

1. Heaven will be an absolutely huge place!  Huge. The angel gives John the dimensions of this City of 
God. 

a. A perfect cube: 12 stadia x 12,000 stadia x 12,000 stadia 

b. A stadion was a Roman measurement = 607 feet (185 meters) 

c. So 12,000 stadia -  1,380 miles 

d. A city 1,380 miles wide, 1,380 miles long and 1,380 miles high – a city in three dimensions. 
(3D) 

e. Literal?  I don’t know, probably symbolic. 

i. 1,380 miles was the length of the Roman Empire from Spain to the Euphrates! 

ii. The City of God has a total cubic area of 2,628,072,000 miles of living space 
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iii. Compared to our world (the present earth) 

• 197 million total square miles of surface 

• Only 57 million square miles of earth 

iv. But we are talking about something “cubed” – an added third dimension! 

2. Why a cube, with height, length and width?  Because it is modeled after the Temple: a building with 
length, width and height. 

3. Grant R. Osborne: Revelation: ECNT; p. 753. 

The cube shape matches the shape of the Holy of Holies.  Since the Holy of Holies was the place 
where the Shekinah resided, this is especially appropriate for the celestial city.  This stupendous size 
has caused some to surmise that some emendation is needed.  But there is no need to change the 
incredible figures, for other Jewish writings also suggest a huge city.  The number is obviously 
symbolic.  It signifies not only perfection but a city large enough to hold all the saints down through 
the ages, the saints from “every tribe, language, people, and nation”. 

4. A place large enough to hold all the saints of the earth, from all places and all times! 

a. And they sang a new song, saying, 

“Worthy are you to take the scroll 

    and to open its seals, 

for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God 

    from every tribe and language and people and nation, 

and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God, 

    and they shall reign on the earth.” (Revelation 5:9-10) 

After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every 
nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the 
Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands.  (Revelation 7:9) 

b. By its light will the nations walk, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it, and 
its gates will never be shut by day—and there will be no night there. They will bring into it the 
glory and the honor of the nations.  (Rev. 21:24-26) 

5. Notice a key word, the article “a”: “a Kingdom of God” 

a. …and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God, 
    and they shall reign on the earth.  (Revelation 5:10) 

b. Then the seventh angel blew his trumpet, and there were loud voices in heaven, saying, “The 
kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he shall 
reign forever and ever.  (Revelation 11:15) 

c. “a kingdom…the kingdom” = One Kingdom 

d. Randy Alcorn: Heaven, p. 363. 
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God says of many different nations, “You have them to be a kingdom” (Revelation 5:10).  One 
kingdom, one world, one government.  This implies one shared central language.  

e. One shared language: Babel reversed! 

6. These nations, peoples, tribes, tongues are all merged into one grand kingdom with Jesus Christ as 
Crown Prince and God the Father as King – 

a. A “resurrection” and perfection of all the cultures of the earth 

b. A “restoration” to sinless perfection of nations and kingdoms 

c. Then the seventh angel blew his trumpet, and there were loud voices in heaven, saying, “The 
kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he shall 
reign forever and ever.”  (Revelation 11:15) 

d. Look at verses 21:24-26 

i. The nations (peoples) 

ii. The kings of the earth (governments) 

e. America, Europe, Africa, Asia, the islands will be restored 

f. And a glorified USA, England, Uganda, China and India will still be there. 

g. Randy Alcorn: Heaven; p. 367. 

There will be not one nation but many.  This reference gives us biblical basis to suppose that 
the best culture, history, art, music, and the languages of the old Earth will be redeemed, 
purified, and carried over to the New Earth. 

h. United in one language: The language of heaven 

i. The language the angels speak 

• Then came one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven 
last plagues and spoke to me, saying, “Come, I will show you the Bride, the 
wife of the Lamb.”  (Revelation 21:9) 

• If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy 
gong or a clanging cymbal.  (1 Cor. 13:1) 

ii. One official language and perhaps thousands of dialects or native tongues 

iii. We may all be bilingual!  A gift from God. 

i. Just as Adam and Eve were granted a language God and angels (Satan) spoke. 

7. God’s redemptive plan involves peoples and languages in 3 stages: 

a. First: the confusing of languages and the scattering of peoples into language groups (nations). 

i. And the LORD said, “Behold, they are one people, and they have all one language, and 
this is only the beginning of what they will do. And nothing that they propose to do will 
now be impossible for them. Come, let us go down and there confuse their language, 
so that they may not understand one another's speech.” So the LORD dispersed them 
from there over the face of all the earth, and they left off building the city. Therefore 
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its name was called Babel, because there the LORD confused the language of all the 
earth. And from there the LORD dispersed them over the face of all the earth.  (Genesis 
11:6-9) 

ii. The plan to divide and then conquer the nations one by one. 

iii. The Bible in their native tongue, ethnic churches and redeeming influence in their 
cultures. 

b. Second: The gifting of God the Spirit to reach all the nations with the Gospel. 

i. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the 
Spirit gave them utterance. 

Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation under 
heaven. And at this sound the multitude came together, and they were bewildered, 
because each one was hearing them speak in his own language. And they were amazed 
and astonished, saying, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it 
that we hear, each of us in his own native language? Parthians and Medes and 
Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 
Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and 
visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabians—we hear them 
telling in our own tongues the mighty works of God.”                (Acts 2:4-11) 

ii. God’s great mission… 

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be 
my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.  
(Acts 1:8) 

iii. Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, Asia Minor, Greece, Rome, Spain, North Africa, Europe, 
England, America, the nations 

iv. The Gospel in Hebrew, Aramaic, Greek, Latin, Spanish, German, Italian, French, 
Dutch, English and the translations of Wycliffe Bible Translators. 

c. Third: The “one voice” of the New Heaven and New Earth, in the City of God 

After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every 
nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the 
Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, and crying out with a loud 
voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!”  (Revelation 
7:9-10) 

8. Crying out in praise to the One God who rules them all… 

 

 

III. THE RELIGION OF THE CITY OF GOD  (Revelation 21:22-27) 

And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. And the city 
has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb. By 
its light will the nations walk, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it, and its gates will 



 

HH1604 
 

13 

never be shut by day—and there will be no night there. They will bring into it the glory and the honor of 
the nations. But nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone who does what is detestable or false, but 
only those who are written in the Lamb's book of life.  (Revelation 21:22-27) 

1. No temple?  Why is this so when the Temple played such a central, redemptive, sanctifying, and 
orienting place in the history of Christianity? 

And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb.  
(Revelation 21:22) 

2. Because the world is modeled after heaven, and not the reverse: 

a. Heaven is the ultimate reality; the true world 

b. Human existence in a fallen creation is a distortion of heaven. 

c. The Tabernacle and then the Temple were copies of heaven. 

Now even the first covenant had regulations for worship and an earthly place of holiness. For 
a tent was prepared, the first section, in which were the lampstand and the table and the 
bread of the Presence. It is called the Holy Place. Behind the second curtain was a second 
section called the Most Holy Place, having the golden altar of incense and the ark of the 
covenant covered on all sides with gold, in which was a golden urn holding the manna, and 
Aaron's staff that budded, and the tablets of the covenant. Above it were the cherubim of glory 
overshadowing the mercy seat. Of these things we cannot now speak in detail.  (Hebrews 9:1-
5) 

But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that have come, then through the 
greater and more perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this creation)  (Hebrews 
9:11) 

Thus it was necessary for the copies of the heavenly things to be purified with these rites, but 
the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these. For Christ has entered, not 
into holy places made with hands, which are copies of the true things, but into heaven itself, 
now to appear in the presence of God on our behalf.  (Hebrews 9:23-24) 

d. Ezekiel’s vision of the New Temple is really an Old Testament picture of the City of God and 
the New World. 

i. With 12 gates named for the patriarchs 

ii. A huge place 

iii. The circumference of the city shall be 18,000 cubits. And the name of the city from that 
time on shall be, The LORD Is There.”                        (Ezekiel 48:35) 

3. “The Lord is There”: the name of the tabernacle/temple 

a. The “House of God” 

b. The “dwelling place of Jehovah” 

c. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with 
man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them 
as their God.  (Revelation 21:3) 



 

HH1604 
 

14 

4. God cannot be contained in a Temple; a house built by men… 

a. Go and tell my servant David, ‘Thus says the Lord:  Would you build me a house to dwell in?  
I have not lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this 
day, but I have been moving about in a tent for my dwelling.  In all places where I have moved 
with all the people of Israel, did I speak a word with any of the judges of Israel, whom I 
commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, ‘Why have you not built me a house of 
cedar?’”            (2 Samuel 7:5-7) 

b. Thus says the LORD: 
“Heaven is my throne, 
    and the earth is my footstool; 
what is the house that you would build for me, 
    and what is the place of my rest? 
All these things my hand has made, 
    and so all these things came to be, 
declares the LORD. 
But this is the one to whom I will look: 
    he who is humble and contrite in spirit 
    and trembles at my word.  (Isa. 66:1-2) 

c. The Universe is the House God built for Himself! 

d. And the City of God his Holy Capital 

Return, O faithless children, 

declares the Lord; 

    for I am your master; 

I will take you, one from a city and two from a family, 

    and I will bring you to Zion. 

“‘And I will give you shepherds after my own heart, who will feed you with knowledge and 
understanding. And when you have multiplied and been fruitful in the land, in those days, 
declares the Lord, they shall no more say, “The ark of the covenant of the Lord.” It shall not 
come to mind or be remembered or missed; it shall not be made again. At that time Jerusalem 
shall be called the throne of the Lord, and all nations shall gather to it, to the presence of the 
Lord in Jerusalem, and they shall no more stubbornly follow their own evil heart.  (Jeremiah 
3:14-17) 

5. Revelation 21:22 states that The Lamb (Christ) will be the Temple of God.  And so He is, for a temple 
is where God dwells, where sacrifices for sin are made, where men meet with God, and where God 
reveals Himself to mankind.  All this happens in Jesus Christ.   

The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away 
the sin of the world!  (John 1:29) 

6. In this City of God the glory of the Lord is so bright that the Sun and Moon will be unnecessary. 
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a. And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and 
its lamp is the Lamb.  By its light will the nations walk, and the kings of the earth will bring 
their glory into it, and its gates will never be shut by day – and there will be no night there. 
(Revelation 21:23-25) 

b. It doesn’t say that there will be no sun or moon, or stars, but just that they are not necessary 
because of God’s glory! 

c. And night will be no more. They will need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be 
their light, and they will reign forever and ever.  (Revelation 22:5) 

d. Night (darkness) are associated with evil, fear and dreaded things. 

We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no one can 
work.  (John 9:4) 

e. Jesus is the “Light of the World” who dispels all evil, fear, darkness and danger. 

7. The prophecy of Isaiah is fulfilled in the City of God. 

a. Arise, shine, for your light has come, 
    and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 
For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, 
    and thick darkness the peoples; 
but the LORD will arise upon you, 
    and his glory will be seen upon you. 
And nations shall come to your light, 
    and kings to the brightness of your rising.  (Isaiah 60:1-3) 

b. Your gates shall be open continually; 
    day and night they shall not be shut, 
that people may bring to you the wealth of the nations, 
    with their kings led in procession.  (Isaiah 60:11) 

c. Instead of bronze I will bring gold, 

    and instead of iron I will bring silver; 

instead of wood, bronze, 

    instead of stones, iron. 

I will make your overseers peace 

    and your taskmasters righteousness. 

Violence shall no more be heard in your land, 

    devastation or destruction within your borders; 

you shall call your walls Salvation, 

    and your gates Praise. 

The sun shall be no more 

    your light by day, 
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nor for brightness shall the moon 

    give you light; 

but the Lord will be your everlasting light, 

    and your God will be your glory. 

Your sun shall no more go down, 

    nor your moon withdraw itself; 

for the Lord will be your everlasting light, 

    and your days of mourning shall be ended.  (Isaiah 60:17-20) 

8. Outside that City of Glory, that blots out sun, moon and stars, there will be beautiful sunrises and 
glorious sunsets, calm and gentle moonlit nights, with stars so brilliant they cause us to marvel at 
God’s glory. 

The heavens declare the glory of God, 
    and the sky above proclaims his handiwork.  (Psalm 19:1) 

9. The City of God will be all the creation was ever meant to be; Eden developed according to God’s 
heavenly design! 

 

 

CONCLUSION:  This vision of the City of God is unique to Christianity. 

1. Eugene Peterson comments on this fact (Reversed Thunder; pp. 173-175) 

The surprise in St. John’s rendition of heaven is that it comes in the form of a city.  Other religions 
describe heaven as the restoration to the natural – to a formal, gardenlike paradise, or an unspoiled 
wilderness like Arcadia.  That seems like the right way: when we want renewal and restoration of mind 
and spirit, want to recover intimacies in family and marriage, our usual practice is to leave the city for 
the country, or wilderness, or resort—some variation on Eden or paradise or Arcadia that we are apt to 
call “heaven on earth.”  But cities are noisy with self-assertion, forgetful and defiant of God, battering 
and abusive to persons.  The first city, Enoch, was built by the first murderer, Cain, and destroyed in the 
Noachic flood.  The second city, Babel, was built in an arrogant attempt to storm heaven and was 
abandoned in a tangle of broken languages.  But the biblical heaven is not a nice environment far 
removed from the stress of hard city life.  It is the invasion of the city by the City.  We enter heaven not by 
escaping what we don’t like, but by the sanctification of the place in which God has placed us.  Heaven is 
formed out of dirty streets and murderous alleys, adulterous bedrooms and corrupt courts, hypocritical 
synagogues and commercialized churches, thieving tax-collectors and traitorous disciples: a city but not 
a holy city. Heaven is quarried out of the marble and granite of our self-will, our self-assertion – all our 
brother-hating (Enoch), God-defying (Babel), Christ-rejecting (Jerusalem) cities.  Still, all our city-
building is, in the long run, a conspicuously unsuccessful attempt to live in peace, in justice, and in joy.  
Heaven is a holy city living in harmony with God; heaven is a virgin bride, alive in intimacy with God: 
and the city and bride are us. 

2. This has been the hope of the church in all ages: To go to the City of God… 
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a. I was glad when they said to me, 

    “Let us go to the house of the Lord!” 

Our feet have been standing 

    within your gates, O Jerusalem! 

Jerusalem—built as a city 

    that is bound firmly together, 

to which the tribes go up, 

    the tribes of the Lord, 

as was decreed for Israel, 

    to give thanks to the name of the Lord. (Psalm 122:1-4) 

b. John Newton: “Savior, if of Zion’s City I, through grace, a member am, let the world deride or 
pity; I will glory in Thy name.  Fading is the worldling’s pleasure, all his boasted pomp and 
show; solid joys and lasting treasure none but Zion’s City know.” 

3. “We’re marching to Zion, beautiful, beautiful Zion; We’re marching upward to Zion, the beautiful City 
of God.  (Isaac Watts, Robert Lowry: refrain) 

 


