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Revelation 4:1-11                            March 6, 2016 am 

God on the Throne    Revelation  

RV1609 

A Door Opened In Heaven 

INTRODUCTION:    As we return to our sermon series in Revelation I’d like to reorient your thinking… 

1. … as to why we’re studying this book: 

a) not to talk about eschatology, 

b) not to try to interpret current events, 

c) not to satisfy our curiosity over the events of the end times, 

d) not to make some political statement veiled under the guise of this NT Book. 
2. Revelation was written for one purpose, and for one purpose only: to encourage the early church to be 

faithful in witness, consistent in prayer and devoted to the worship of God in times of difficulty and 
persecution.  

• faithful in witness 

• consistent in prayer 

• devoted to the worship of God 
3. This is why we are now studying this book together: Encouragement.  
4. Theme: God on the Throne 

a) 46 times the word “throne” occurs in the Book of Revelation (in 17 of the 22 chapters.) 

b) four of those times it is in the plural: “thrones” 

c) Referring to the thrones we will sit on in the New Heaven and New Earth  

Then I saw thrones, and seated on them were those to whom the authority to judge was 
committed. Also I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for the testimony of Jesus and 
for the word of God, and those who had not worshiped the beast or its image and had not 
received its mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came to life and reigned with Christ for 
a thousand years. (Rev. 20:4) 

d) A promise for you and for me, in our trying times.  

The one who conquers, I will grant him to sit with me on my throne, as I also conquered and sat 
down with my Father on his throne. He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches.    (Rev. 3:21-22) 

5. Wm. Hendriksen: More Than Conquerors; p. 11 

Persecuted believer, this book of Revelation seeks to impart comfort to you. That is its main 
purpose: to comfort the militant church in its struggle against the forces of evil. It abounds with 
consolations for afflicted believers. 

6. Remember: Revelation is “The Book of Seven”  

a) in Apocalyptic literature 7 is the symbolical number of completeness 

b) Based upon the 7 days of God’s complete creation 

And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good. And there was evening 
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and there was morning, the sixth day. Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the 
host of them. And on the seventh day God finished his work that he had done, and he rested on the 
seventh day from all his work that he had done.  So God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, 
because on it God rested from all his work that he had done in creation. (Genesis 1:31-2:3) 

c) Wm. Hendriksen: More than Conquerors; p. 22 

 As this number seven occurs again and again in the Apocalypse and is everywhere symbolical of 
completeness, we may safely take for granted that such is the case here and that it indicates the 
entire church throughout the full span of its existence to the very end of the world. 

d) 7 churches, 7 stars = pastors, 7 visions, 7 seals, trumpets and bowls, a beast with 7 heads, 7 angels 
of the Apocalypse, the 7 Spirits of God (Holy Spirit), a Lamb with 7 horns (Christ), 7 peals of 
thunder (Voice of God), 7 diadems, 7 mountains in Babylon, 7 Kings of the World and 7 sections 
to this book. 

e) “seven” occurs 55 times in the Book of Revelation, more than any other word.  

7. I hope this chart will help you see how the Book of Revelation all fits together.  

a) again, like the 7 churches, it forms a chiasmus: ABCDC’B’A’ 

b) The central element (D) is the key 

c) Revelation is organized around 7 parallel visions (see chart) 

d) The first 3 = The church -vs- the World 

e) The central vision: War in Heaven 

f) The last 3 = Christ -vs- The Dragon (Devil) 

g) War on Earth, War in Heaven War, in the Cosmic Realm 

h) Victory through Jesus Christ in every dimension! 
8. Note: In each of these 7 visions God appears, seated on His Throne! 
9. John has seen (and shared with us) the First Vision he received from Jesus Christ –  

a) The Vision of the 7 Churches of Revelation  
b) I, John, your brother and partner in the tribulation and the kingdom and the patient endurance 

that are in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos on account of the word of God and the 
testimony of Jesus.  I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and I heard behind me a loud voice like 
a trumpet saying, “Write what you see in a book and send it to the seven churches, to Ephesus 
and to Smyrna and to Pergamum and to Thyatira and to Sardis and to Philadelphia and to 
Laodicea. (Rev 1: 9-11) 

c) The Church struggling in this present world. 
d) Note: in each message to each church: “To the one who overcomes…” 
e) literally: “To the one who conquers…” 
f) The Church Militant (in spiritual warfare) 
g) The Vision of the Church through the ages is not “pretty”, and leaves John somewhat dismayed. 

h) John and we need a word of Encouragement! 
10. So God sends John (and us) a Second Vision (chapter 4) 

a) A Door Opened in Heaven 
b) 1 After this I looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven! And the first voice, which I had 
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heard speaking to me like a trumpet, said, “Come up here, and I will show you what must take 
place after this.” At once I was in the Spirit, and behold, a throne stood in heaven, with one 
seated on the throne. And he who sat there had the appearance of jasper and carnelian, and 
around the throne was a rainbow that had the appearance of an emerald. Around the throne were 
twenty-four thrones, and seated on the thrones were twenty-four elders, clothed in white 
garments, with golden crowns on their heads. From the throne came flashes of lightning, and 
rumblings and peals of thunder, and before the throne were burning seven torches of fire, which 
are the seven spirits of God, and before the throne there was as it were a sea of glass, like crystal. 
And around the throne, on each side of the throne, are four living creatures, full of eyes in front 
and behind: the first living creature like a lion, the second living creature like an ox, the third 
living creature with the face of a man, and the fourth living creature like an eagle in flight. And 
the four living creatures, each of them with six wings, are full of eyes all around and within, and 
day and night they never cease to say, “Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty, who was and 
is and is to come!” 
And whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to him who is seated on the 
throne, who lives forever and ever, the twenty-four elders fall down before him who is seated on 
the throne and worship him who lives forever and ever. They cast their crowns before the throne, 
saying, “Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you 
created all things, and by your will they existed and were created.” (Rev. 4:1-11) 

c) God on the Throne of Heaven 
d) God inviting us to Himself! 

 

I. THE INTERPRETATION OF THE VISION OF THE OPEN DOOR IN HEAVEN 

1. Look how chapter 3 ends and Chapter 4 begins 

a) Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come 
in to him and eat with him, and he with me. The one who conquers, I will grant him to sit with me 
on my throne, as I also conquered and sat down with my Father on his throne. He who has an 
ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’”       (Rev. 3:20-22) 

b) After this I looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven! And the first voice, which I had 
heard speaking to me like a trumpet, said, “Come up here, and I will show you what must take 
place after this.” At once I was in the Spirit, and behold, a throne stood in heaven, with one 
seated on the throne.  (Rev. 4:1-2) 

c) a closed door in the Church… 
d) an open door in heaven… 

2. When we open the door of our Church (homes, lives) to Jesus Christ, He opens the door in heaven for us 
through worship. 

3. What happens when we open the door to Christ? Answer: We are welcomed into the presence of God and 
caught up in the worship of God by all creation! Christian worship on the Lord’s Day, in your local 
church, opens the door of heaven and the throne room of God to people like us!  

4. Eugene Peterson: Reversed Thunder; p. 59 
This second Lord’s Day vision shows the entire reality of worship, our response to the revelation of 
Christ … St John, again “in the Spirit” (Rev.4:2), as he was on the day he received the vision of Christ 
and the messages to the seven churches (Rev. 1:10), again hears the trumpet voice (Rev. 1:10, 4:10) and 
sees what takes place when Christians worship. Christians worship with a conviction that they are in the 
presence of God.  Worship is an act of attention to the living God who rules, speaks and reveals, creates 
and redeems, orders and blesses.” 
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5. Here is what John sees in this second vision -   
a) First: He sees God the Father on the throne in heaven, at the center of the universe.  

 

(1) At once I was in the Spirit, and behold, a throne stood in heaven, with one seated 
on the throne. And he who sat there had the appearance of jasper and carnelian, 
and around the throne was a rainbow that had the appearance of an emerald.          
(Rev. 4:2-3) 

(2) God enthroned in breath-taking majesty and glory 
(3) jasper (also seen in Rev. 21:11) 

(i) having the glory of God, its radiance like a most rare jewel, like a jasper, 
clear as crystal. (Rev 21:11) 

(ii) like the flashing light of a diamond. 

(4) Carnelian: a beautiful, dark, red stone:  

(i) sometimes called sardius (KJV) 

(ii) And above the expanse over their heads there was the likeness of a 
throne, in appearance like sapphire; and seated above the likeness of a 
throne was a likeness with a human appearance.  And upward from what 
had the appearance of his waist I saw as it were gleaming metal, like the 
appearance of fire enclosed all around. And downward from what had the 
appearance of his waist I saw as it were the appearance of fire, and there 
was brightness around him.  Like the appearance of the bow that is in the 
cloud on the day of rain, so was the appearance of the brightness all 
around. 
Such was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the Lord. And 
when I saw it, I fell on my face, and I heard the voice of one speaking.    
(Ezekiel 1:26-28) 

(iii) blazing glory of God’s holy perfection  

(5) a rainbow that had the appearance of an emerald  
(i)   a deep, rich, sparkling green gemstone 

(ii)  green: the color of life 
(iii) the loveliness of the life God gives to all His creatures 

(6) a rainbow: God’s covenant of grace with creation 

And God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you 
and every living creature that is with you, for all future generations: I have set my 
bow in the cloud, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth. 
When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, I will 
remember my covenant that is between me and you and every living creature of all 
flesh. And the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. When 
the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant 
between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” (Genesis 
9:12-16) 

(7) Here is the picture of the glorious Creator God, on His throne, sustaining and 
blessing all His creation, and every creature ever made –  
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The Lord is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
The Lord is good to all, and his mercy is over all that he has made. (Psalm 145:8-
9) 
The eyes of all look to you, and you give them their food in due season. 
You open your hand; you satisfy the desire of every living thing. (Psalm 145:15-16) 

b) Second: Around the throne are concentric circles of creation worshiping God.  

(1) the Holy Spirit stands before God’s Throne…          

(i) From the throne came flashes of lightning, and rumblings and peals of 
thunder, and before the throne were burning seven torches of fire, which are 
the seven spirits of God, (Rev. 4:5) 

(ii) “Seven spirits of God” = The Holy Spirit 
(iii) i.e., the Spirit of God in completion (perfection) 
(iv) John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace from him 

who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are 
before his throne, and from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the firstborn of 
the dead, and the ruler of kings on earth. To him who loves us and has freed us 
from our sins by his blood. (Rev 1:4-5) 

(2) Beside the Throne stands Jesus Christ… 
And between the throne and the four living creatures and among the elders I saw a Lamb 
standing, as though it had been slain, with seven horns and with seven eyes, which are the 
seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth. (Rev 5:6) 

(3) Then there were Four Cherubim (angels who guard the throne of God and carry the throne 
of God.)  

(i) And around the throne, on each side of the throne, are four living creatures, 
full of eyes in front and behind: the first living creature like a lion, the second 
living creature like an ox, the third living creature with the face of a man, and 
the fourth living creature like an eagle in flight. And the four living creatures, 
each of them with six wings, are full of eyes all around and within, and day and 
night they never cease to say, “Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty, who 
was and is and is to come!” (Rev 4:6b-8) 

(ii) Imagery borrowed from Ezekiel 1… 

As I looked, behold, a stormy wind came out of the north, and a great cloud, 
with brightness around it, and fire flashing forth continually, and in the midst 
of the fire, as it were gleaming metal. And from the midst of it came the 
likeness of four living creatures. And this was their appearance: they had a 
human likeness, but each had four faces, and each of them had four 
wings. Their legs were straight, and the soles of their feet were like the sole of 
a calf's foot. And they sparkled like burnished bronze. Under their wings on 
their four sides they had human hands. And the four had their faces and their 
wings thus: their wings touched one another. Each one of them went straight 
forward, without turning as they went. (Ezekiel 1:4-9) 

(iii)Ezekiel identifies them as cherubim  
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Then I looked, and behold, on the expanse that was over the heads of the 
cherubim there appeared above them something like a sapphire, in appearance 
like a throne. (Ezekiel 10:1) 

c) Third: There are seated on the throne, with crowns of their heads, 24 elders …  
(1) Around the throne were twenty-four thrones, and seated on the thrones were twenty-four 

elders, clothed in white garments, with golden crowns on their heads. (Rev 4:4) 
(2) 12 patriarchs of the OT 
(3) 12 Apostles of the NT 
(4) Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say to you, in the new world, when the Son of Man will sit on 

his glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the 
twelve tribes of Israel.    (Matthew 19:28) 

d) Fourth: there was a crystal sea before the Throne of God separating Him from all His creatures.  
(1) ESV = “a sea of glass like crystal” 
(2) drawn from Ezekiel’s vision of heaven  

Over the heads of the living creatures there was the likeness of an expanse, shining like 
awe-inspiring crystal, spread out above their heads. (Ezekiel 1:22) 

(3) But also the Temple of Solomon’s “brass sea”  

Then he made the sea of cast metal. It was round, ten cubits from brim to brim, and five 
cubits high, and a line of thirty cubits measured its circumference. (1 Kings 7:23) 

e) Fifth: There were all the Angels of Heaven assembles as one grand choir  

Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the living creatures and the elders the voice of 
many angels, numbering myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, saying with a loud voice, 
“Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might and honor 
and glory and blessing!” (Rev 5:11-12) 

f) Finally: All the animals of creation – on earth, in the sky or in the seas – are gathered to worship 
God. 

And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and all that is 
in them, saying, “To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and 
might forever and ever!” (Rev 5:13) 

6. See This: Seven layers of glory in heaven, all caught up in the worship of God.  
a) God the Father on the Throne 

b) The Holy Spirit before God 

c) Jesus Christ at God’s side 

d) The Cherubim 

e) The Church Triumphant in glory  

f) All the Angels of God 

g) Every living creature on the earth 

7. And this is the First Hymn of Heaven: “The Creation Hymn”  

a) “Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all 
things, and by your will they existed and were created.” (Rev 4:11) 
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b) Note: This is always the first set of hymns in any Christian Hymnal: The Hymns to God the Creator. 

c) George Herbert: “Let all the World in Every Corner Sing “(#20) 
“Let all the world in every corner sing: My God and King! The heav’ns are not too high, his praise 
may upward fly; the earth is not too low, his praises there may grow. Let all the world in every 
corner sing: My God and King!” 

d) St. Francis of Assisi: “All Creatures of our God and King” (#115) 
“All Creatures of our God and King, lift up you voice and with us sing … Thou burning sun with 
golden beam, thou silver moon with softer gleam, O praise him, O praise him, alleluia.”   

e) Cecil F. Alexander: “All Things Bright and Beautiful” (#120)  
“All things bright and beautiful, all creatures great and small, all things wise and wonderful, the 
Lord God made them all.  Each little flower that opens, each little bird that sings, he made their 
glowing colors, he made their tiny wings.”  

f) Maltbie D. Babcock: “This is My Father’s World” (#111) 
“This is my Father’s world, and to my list’ning ears, all nature sings, and round me rings the music 
of the spheres.  This is my Father’s world: I rest me in the thought of rocks and trees of skies and 
seas; his hand the wonders wrought.”  

8. Worship always begins with the celebration of the gift of life from God, the blessings of His 
common grace, and His providential care for all of His creation.  

Praise the Lord! 
Praise God in his sanctuary; 
    praise him in his mighty heavens! 
Praise him for his mighty deeds; 
    praise him according to his excellent greatness! 
Praise him with trumpet sound; 
    praise him with lute and harp! 
Praise him with tambourine and dance; 
    praise him with strings and pipe! 
Praise him with sounding cymbals; 
    praise him with loud clashing cymbals! 
Let everything that has breath praise the Lord! 
Praise the Lord! (Psalm 150) 

II. THE MEANING OF THE VISION OF THE OPEN DOOR IN HEAVEN 

1. There are Five Life-changing truths that Sabbath Day worship brings to every soul …  

2. First: God is a welcoming God!  

a) God is always inviting us into His life, into His presence, and into His blessed joy! 

b) “After this I looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven! And the first voice, which I had 
heard speaking to me like a trumpet, said, “Come up here, and I will show you what must take place 
after this.” (Rev 4:1) 

c) “Come up here … through the open door … and I will show you things you never knew before!” 
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d) Call to me and I will answer you, and will tell you great and hidden things that you have not known.      
(Jeremiah 33:3) 

e) Did you ever notice how many times God the Father, Jesus Christ or the Holy Spirit says to us 
“Come…”? 

(1) Come, behold the works of the Lord, how he has brought desolations on the earth. He 
makes wars cease to the end of the earth; he breaks the bow and shatters the spear; he 
burns the chariots with fire “Be still, and know that I am God. I will be exalted among the 
nations, I will be exalted in the earth! “The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is 
our fortress. Selah (Psalm 46:8-11) 

(2) Oh come, let us sing to the Lord; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! 
(Psalm 95:1) 

(3) Oh come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker! For he is 
our God, and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand. Today, if you 
hear his voice, (Psalm 95:6-7) 

(4) Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth! Serve the Lord with gladness! Come into his 
presence with singing! (Psalm 100:1-2) 

(5) Come now, let us reason together, says the Lord: though your sins are like scarlet, they 
shall be as white as snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall become like wool. 
(Isaiah 1:18) 

(6) Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and he who has no money, come, buy 
and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. (Isaiah 55:1) 

(7) The Lord has brought about our vindication; come, let us declare in Zion the work of the 
Lord our God. (Jeremiah 51:10) 

(8) Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to the breath, 
Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe on these slain, 
that they may live.” (Ezekiel 37:9) 

(9) “Come, let us return to the Lord; for he has torn us, that he may heal us; he has struck us 
down, and he will bind us up. After two days he will revive us; on the third day he will 
raise us up, that we may live before him. Let us know; let us press on to know the 
Lord; his going out is sure as the dawn; he will come to us as the showers, as the spring 
rains that water the earth.” (Hosea 6:1-3) 

(10) “Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  Take my 
yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find 
rest for your souls.  For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” (Matthew 11:28-30) 

(11) Then they heard a loud voice from heaven saying to them, “Come up here!” And they 
went up to heaven in a cloud, and their enemies watched them. (Rev. 11:12) 

(12) The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come.” And let the one who hears say, “Come.” And 
let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who desires take the water of life without price. 
(Rev. 22:17) 

(13) Come … Come … Come … again, and again, and again. 
f) Calvary Church in Charlotte: Over each door into their sanctuary is an invitation from God, in 

scripture, each one beginning with the word “Come!” 

g) Our God is a welcoming God.  He even invites you to “Come” into His presence in worship, 
faith and love.  
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All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never cast out.   
(John 6:37) 

3. Second: Worship centers us and our lives on the throne of God.  Life only has integration, coherence and 
order when God is at the center of life.  

a) Sin fragments and alienates.  Sin always breaks apart what God has made. 

b) The world distracts, disorients and distorts the reality of God in our lives. 

c) Our idols pull us hither and yon, causing chaos and confusion in our souls.  

d) Jeremiah recognized this about all our idols: 

 
A voice on the bare heights is heard, 
    the weeping and pleading of Israel's sons 
because they have perverted their way; 
    they have forgotten the Lord their God. 
“Return, O faithless sons; 
    I will heal your faithlessness.” 
“Behold, we come to you, 
    for you are the Lord our God. 
Truly the hills are a delusion, 
    the orgies[a] on the mountains. 
Truly in the Lord our God 
    is the salvation of Israel. (Jeremiah 3:21-23) 

 
A glorious throne set on high from the beginning 
    is the place of our sanctuary. 
O Lord, the hope of Israel, 
    all who forsake you shall be put to shame; 
those who turn away from you[a] shall be written in the earth, 
    for they have forsaken the Lord, the fountain of living water. (Jeremiah 17:12-13) 

 
e) Can we really build an orderly, harmonious, and coherent life around the idols of our children, our 

marriages, our careers or professions, our businesses or wealth or our church and ministries?  

f) No. Only when God is truly the center of life are we happy. 
4. Third: Jesus Christ is gathering the peoples of the earth to worship God in the glory of heaven. 

a) and before the throne there was as it were a sea of glass, like crystal. (Rev. 4:6a) 
b) that sea of glass is the sacrament of Baptism. 
c) Because there is a great chasm or distance between us and God due to our sins:  

Behold, the Lord's hand is not shortened, that it cannot save or his ear dull, that it cannot 
hear; but your iniquities have made a separation between you and your God, and your sins 
have hidden his face from you so that he does not hear. (Isa 59:1-2) 

d) But just as the sea of brass in Solomon’s temple, washed the Priests so they could go into the 
presence of God without fear … 

e) So Baptism washes us clean so we might gather as the Church, in God’s presence, robed in the 
righteousness of Christ without fear. 

f) In Roman homes a pluvinium, for washing family and guests as they enter the house.  
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g) Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an 
appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who has gone into 
heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers having been subjected to 
him. (1 Peter 3:21-22) 

h) Eugene Peterson: “The crystal sea is a baptismal font … Baptism was (and is) entrance into the 
community of Christians … The waters of baptism, like the Red Sea and the Jordan River with which 
they are often identified, are waters though which we pass, leaving an old way of life and entering a 
new one, miraculously alive and cleaned.” (Reversed Thunder; p.63) 

5. Fourth: Worship is the celebrating of Hope because it is the celebration of life.  
a) “Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all 

things, and by your will they existed and were created.” (Rev. 4:11) 
b) As long as God is on the throne… 
c) As longs as God grants us life … 
d) As long as Creation is sustained by God’s providence … 
e) As long as our lives are filled with the gifts of God’s common grace … 

f) … you and I have hope anchored in heaven! 
g) We have this as a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope that enters into the inner place behind 

the curtain, where Jesus has gone as a forerunner on our behalf, having become a high priest forever 
after the order of Melchizedek. (Hebrews 6:19-20) 
Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermost those who draw near to God through him, since he 
always lives to make intercession for them. (Hebrews 7:25) 

h) God loves you and gave you the gift of life. 

i) Jesus died for your sins and prays for you in heaven 

j) The Holy Spirit saves all who receive His invitation 

The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come.” And let the one who hears say, “Come.” And let the one who 
is thirsty come; let the one who desires take the water of life without price. (Rev. 22:17) 

6. Fifth: As long as God is alive and on the throne He is not far from each one of us! 

a) The God who made the world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in 
temples made by man, nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he 
himself gives to all mankind life and breath and everything. And he made from one man every nation 
of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined allotted periods and the boundaries 
of their dwelling place, that they should seek God, and perhaps feel their way toward him and find 
him. Yet he is actually not far from each one of us, (Acts 17:24-27) 

b) How close is God to you? As close as the Cross is the front of our sanctuary! 
c) “Come to me, all who are wearied and heavy laden, and I will give you rest” (Mt. 11:28) 
d) Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except 

through me. (John 14:6) 
Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life. He 
does not come into judgment, but has passed from death to life. 
“Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming, and is now here, when the dead will hear the voice of 
the Son of God, and those who hear will live. (John 5:24-25) 
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7. Coming to God, through Christ, in baptism and into the worshipping community, is what God offers you 
when He says – with a loving smile – “Come up here, and I will show you what must take place after 
this.” 

8. After what? After come to God through faith in Jesus Christ! 
CONCLUSION:  WE MODERN AMERICANS ARE A PEOPLE FILLED WITH FEAR. 

1. Fear of failure, fear of poverty, fear of loneliness, fear of meaninglessness, fear others, and most of all… 

2. We are afraid of God: This is why so many of us have such a difficult time engaging with God in 
Worship! On Sunday! 

3. Hear me: Doubt is not the opposite of faith.  In fact, all deep, earnest and growing faith encounters 
doubt.  When true faith is tested, questioned or disappointed doubt arises.  But faith and doubt always 
coexist.  

4. What is the opposite of faith is FEAR. 
5. Overcoming such fears is the key to flourishing faith. 

6. In Revelation 4 God is showing Himself to us as a sovereign, welcoming and gracious God, who blesses 
people who accept His invitation and enter into a life with God!  
a) And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe 

that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him. (Hebrews 11:6) 
b) i.e., believing God is alive, on the throne, and waiting to be good to you because He loves you! 
c) For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish 

but have eternal life. (John 3:16) 
7. If you doubt that, then enter into the worship of the Church. And listen to the hymns of God’s people … 

a) God is always here for you! Issac Watts (#119) 
“There’s not a plant or flow’r below but makes your glories known; and clouds arise and tempest 
blow by order from your throne; while all that borrows life from you is ever in your care; and 
everywhere that man can be, you, God, are present there.” 

b) God is always on His throne watching over you! Maltbie Babcock (#111) 
“This is my Father’s world, O let me ne’er forget that though the wrong seems oft so strong, God is 
the Ruler yet.  This is my Father’s world: the battle is not done; Jesus who died shall be satisfied, and 
earth and heav’n be one.” 

8.  And Jesus Christ is always inviting us all to come with Him to the Father’s House –  
a) even to a great supper for the worldwide family of God –  
b) And the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of 

the Lamb.” And he said to me, “These are the true words of God.” Then I fell down at his feet to 
worship him, but he said to me, “You must not do that! I am a fellow servant[b] with you and your 
brothers who hold to the testimony of Jesus. Worship God.” For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of 
prophecy. (Rev. 19:9-10) 

c) Worship God … Believe in Jesus … Come to the Lord’s table. 
d) Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in to 

him and eat with him, and he with me. (Rev. 3:20) 

9. We have nothing to fear but our sin in this world.  A Christless life, A life without God at the 
center. But even that has been overcome by Jesus Christ –  
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Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. (John 14:1) 

I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation. 
But take heart; I have overcome the world. (John 16:33) 

10. Don’t be afraid. Be encouraged.  And Come to God … today! 


