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Psalm 2                             March 13, 2016 pm 
Prayer Book of the Bible   Prayer  
PS1602 

TWO KINGDOMS IN CONFLICT 

INTRODUCTION: I mentioned last week that there are two introductory Psalms in the Psalter: …  

1. They are the two introductions to all the main themes in the Psalter: 

a) Pss. 1 and 2: The Two Pillar Psalms 

b) O. Palmer Robertson calls them “two poetic pillars” 

c) The Flow of the Psalms: Discovering Their Structure and Theology; pp.13,14 

Of primary importance in Psalter structure are the two “poetic pillars” that escort the reader 
into the temple of the book of Psalms, Psalms 1 and 2. Taken together, these two very brief 
psalms anticipate major themes that permeate all five books.  First among these themes is the 
contrast between the righteous and the wicked as they are judged on the basis of their 
response to God’s revealed Torah, the law, the teaching, the instruction of the Lord.  

d) Psalm1: The importance of Torah (the Law of God)  

(1) the Scriptures, God’s Covenant with us, wisdom 

(2) the centrality of the Bible to all of life 

e) Psalm 2: The Centrality of the Messiah 

(1) The second major theme found in these two poetic pillars that runs throughout the 
book of Psalms is the person of God’s Messiah, his perpetual dynasty and his 
permanent dwelling place.  

(2) Son, King, Nations, Decree of God 

(3) Major Themes of Redemptive History 

f) So these two opening psalms present in condensed poetic fashion the overarching message of 
the Psalter. God’s law, the contrary responses of two groups of people to that law, and the 
outworking of the consequence of their responses are interrelated themes that permeate the 
Psalter.  At the same time, two kings and two kingdoms merge into each other through the 
repeating message of the Psalms.  

2. Psalm 1 looks at life from a personal perspective: two kinds of people in two opposite relationships with 
God because of one overarching factor: How they respond to God’s Law (Word). 

3. Psalm 2 looks at life from the aggregate perspective: When these two kinds of people gather, organize 
and assert their will in the world as two humanities: The Church and the World in opposition (warfare) 

4. The Psalter will run on these two parallel rails (tracks) from Pss 1 and 2 through Psalm 150… 

a) Our personal response to God’s Word, God’s will, God’s way. 

b) The kingdom we choose to make our home. 

c) Personal piety and spiritual warfare!  
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5. Without both perspectives in life we will not know how to: 

a) live our lives with faith, wisdom and holiness, 

b) worship God in a full-orbed and complete manner, 

c) Pray as we should in both directions: horizontal and vertical 

d) Orient our worldview to see life as it really is! 

6. Here is where American Evangelicals fail: They have turned their Christian faith into a purely personal 
and relational faith –  

a) “a personal relationship with Christ” (only) 

b) focused on personal peace, prosperity and happiness 

c) driven by emotionalism (over emphasis on feelings) 

d) key: “my heart” (not Christ’s kingdom) 

e) feminine, emotive, self-centered and narrow focused. 

7. Gone, it seems, is our concern for World evangelization, the persecuted church around the globe, national 
revival, the Kingdom of God. 

8. Even when we talk about engaging the culture we turn that inward toward ourselves: reaffirming our 
friend’s worldviews, accepting our favorite music, art or entertainment; making Christianity more 
compatible with people’s personal preferences for their own lives.  

9. Illustration: Evangelicalism’s acceptance of homosexuality, same-sex marriage, and abortion. 

a) example: The rise of the Gay Christian movement 

b) “Gay” means “homosexual;” so… Homosexual Christian.  

c) But “homosexuality” and “Christianity” are incompatible 

(1) Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do 
not be deceived: neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor 
men who practice homosexuality, nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunkards, nor 
revilers, nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. And such were some of 
you. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of 
the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. (1 Cor 6:9-11) 

(2) not inherit the Kingdom of God = not saved; no heaven! 

(3) Something to be justified, washed and sanctified from, but not affirmed in. 

d) Problem: People’s choice of a gay lifestyle or an orientation that prefers to give into drives 
them to seek affirmation of that which God condemns.  

e) Because we’ve turned Christianity into a friendship with Jesus and a personal preference for 
God we can’t bring ourselves to stand against such ideas.  

f) Listen! “I know a lot of good people who are gay, and some of my friends are Lesbian.  I 
can’t accept that God would send them to hell for being that way!” 
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g) If you listen carefully feelings, friendship and personal choices are trumping what King Jesus 
says He will judge!  

10. All this to say: Psalm 1 cannot stand on its own without Psalm two, and vice versa.  They are the twin 
pillars of the Psalter, our worldview, and the pattern of our prayer life, personal piety and corporate 
worship.  

a) I cannot preach always out of Psalm 2  

b) Nor can you solely live in Psalm 1 

c) O. Palmer Robertson: The Flow of the Psalms; p. 54 

Taken together, these two psalms define the substance of essentially all that will follow 
throughout the remainder of the Psalms.  The first psalm declares the critical character of the 
law; the second psalm presents the Son appointed by the Lord who will ultimately extend the 
messianic kingdom to the ends of the earth.  Torah and Messiah, law and gospel – both are 
equally essential for the fulfillment of Yahweh’s covenants and the advancement of Yahweh’s 
kingdom.  

11. Many scholars believed that, originally Psalms 1 and 2 may have been one Psalm. 

a) James M Boice: Psalms; vol 1; p. 22 

There is some evidence in both Jewish and Christian traditions that Psalm 2 was at one time 
joined to Psalm 1, both psalms together being considered the first psalm.  In the Jewish 
tradition Rabbi Johanan is quoted in the Talmud as having said: “Every chapter that was 
particularly dear to David he commenced with ‘Happy’ and terminated with ‘Happy.’ He 
began with ‘Happy,’ as it is written, ‘Happy is the man,’ and he terminated with ‘Happy.’ as 
it is written, ‘Happy are all they that take refuge in him’” (Ber.9b). These references are to 
Psalm 1:1 and Psalm 2:12, which indicates that the two psalms were at that time considered a 
single literary unit.   

b) An inclusio joins the Psalms together 

c) Blessed in the man (Ps 1:1) … Blessed are all who take refuge in Him (Ps. 2:12) 

d) In the oldest Greek Text of Acts 13:33 where Psalm 2:7 is quoted, refer to this verse coming 
from Psalm 1 

e) Textual Evidence that these two Psalms introduce the entire Psalter/ Prayerbook of the Bible 
to us!  

12. Please, hear: For us to see life accurately, and our place in God’s world and in God’s master plan for 
the world, we must grasp the message of Psalm 2 and engraft it into our souls through prayer!  

13. Psalm 2 is composed of 4 “stanzas” (paragraphs) in the Hebrew Text.  

a) Why do the nations rage 
    and the peoples plot in vain? 
The kings of the earth set themselves, 
    and the rulers take counsel together, 
    against the Lord and against his Anointed, saying, 
“Let us burst their bonds apart 
    and cast away their cords from us.” 
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He who sits in the heavens laughs; 
    the Lord holds them in derision. 
Then he will speak to them in his wrath, 
    and terrify them in his fury, saying, 
“As for me, I have set my King 
    on Zion, my holy hill.”  
I will tell of the decree: 
The Lord said to me, “You are my Son; 
    today I have begotten you. 
Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage, 
    and the ends of the earth your possession. 
You shall break them with a rod of iron 
    and dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel.” 
Now therefore, O kings, be wise; 
    be warned, O rulers of the earth. 
Serve the Lord with fear, 
    and rejoice with trembling. 
Kiss the Son, 
    lest he be angry, and you perish in the way, 
    for his wrath is quickly kindled. 
Blessed are all who take refuge in him.  
(Psalm 2:1-12) 

b) God Is at War (2:1-3) 

c) God Has an Address (2:4-6) 

d) God Has a Master Plan (2:7-9) 

e) God Is on a Mission (2:10-12) 

I. UNDERSTANDING PSALM 2 

A. God is at War (Ps 2:1-3) 

1. Why do the nations rage 
    and the peoples plot in vain? 
The kings of the earth set themselves, 
    and the rulers take counsel together, 
    against the Lord and against his Anointed, saying, 
“Let us burst their bonds apart 
    and cast away their cords from us.” (Psalm 2:1-3) 

2. Bluntly summarized: The nations, kingdoms, cultures of the world consider God’s Law (TORAH) to be 
enslaving, restrictive, and even oppressive, because it keeps them from doing whatever they desire.  They 
are really incensed about this (a rage), and are in open collusion to throw off all Biblical restrains, to 
renounce the Lordship of Christ, and oppose the spread and influence of God’s Kingdom.  This is war, 
declared by men, on God!  

3. Notice how the peoples, the kings of the earth and the rulers do in aggregate what the wicked fool does 
in Psalm 1 

a) Blessed is the man 
who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, 
nor stands in the way of sinners, 
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nor sits in the seat of scoffers; (Ps 1:1) 

b) walk … stand … sit in impiety 

c) Why do the nations rage 
    and the peoples plot in vain? 
The kings of the earth set themselves, 
    and the rulers take counsel together, against the Lord and against his Anointed, saying        
(Ps 2:1-2) 

d) plot … set themselves against … take counsel together to oppose God.  

4. I think these are two of the hardest things to accept in the Bible. 

a) Psalm 1 … I am not a basically good person. 

b) Psalm 2 … Our beautiful world is horribly wicked.  

c) Mankind, person by person and nation by nation, is set against God with a vengeance. 

d) Americans are not good people, nor is America one nation under God – lofty aspirations, not 
true to fact!  

5. In this stanza (1-3) the Anonymous Psalmist speaks as a narrator, sharing his theological observations.  

6. There is nothing personal or logical about this rebellion against God.  It involves every single nation on 
earth – the whole world!  

7. John Goldingay: Psalms: Vol.1; p.98. 

The picture is superficially impressive.  These are not just kings but “earth’s kings” – kings from all over 
the world.  This is not an ordinary, small-scale rebellion but the whole world asserting itself.  And the 
kings are working “together” (yahad). It is a serious threat – or they think it is.  

8. But God has a response to their rebellion: He laughs!  

B. God Has An Address (Ps. 2:4-6) 

1. God now speaks to these nations. 

He who sits in the heavens laughs; 
   the Lord holds them in derision. 
Then he will speak to them in his wrath, 
   and terrify them in his fury, saying, 
“As for me, I have set my King 

     on Zion, my holy hill.” (Ps. 2:4-6) 

2. God chuckles at them.  Prosaically put: He does not take them as seriously as they take themselves.  After 
all, they are a world of fools!  

3. Illustration: My son, when he was about 6 or 7 years old, once said to his mother, “Women, don’t tell 
me what to do.” I heard it down the hall in our bedroom –  

a) I found his rebellion quite amusing. I chuckled to myself.  In fact, I laughed heartily. 

b) But by the time I walked down to the kitchen my amusement had turned into wrath. 

c) “What did you just say to your mother and my wife?” I asked him sternly. 

d) He did not repeat what he said.  He was afraid.  
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4. God answers these rebellious kings and revolutionary peoples with a statement that both terrifies them 
and frustrates them 

a) “As for me, I have set my King 
       on Zion, my holy hill.” (Psalm 2:6) 

b) meaning: “You can rebel all you want but in my Capital City, the HQ of the world, I have set 
my Son, Jesus Christ, on the throne of the universe and you will obey Him or else!” 

5. Please see two things here: 

a) First: God has enthroned Jesus as the King of Kings. This is a repeated theme in the Psalter.  

(1) The Kingship of God (Messiah) 

(2) The Lord is king forever and ever; the nations perish from his land. (Psalm 10:16) 

(3) For the Lord, the Most High, is to be 
    feared,  
a great king over all the earth…  
God reigns over the nations;  
God sits on hi holy throne.  
The princes of the peoples gather as 
    the people of the God of Abraham. For the shields of the earth belong to God; 
     he is highly exalted.  
(Psalm 47:2, 8, 9)  

(4) The Lord reigns; he is robed in 
    majesty; 
    the Lord is robed; he has put on strength as his belt. 
Yes, the world is established; it shall never be moved. 
Your throne is established from of old;  
    you are from everlasting.  
(Psalm 93:1-2) 

(5) For the Lord is a great God, 
and a great King above all gods. (Psalm 95:3) 
 

(6) Say among the nations, “The Lord reigns! 
      Yes, the world is established;  

it shall never be moved; 

he will judge the peoples with equity.” (Psalm 96:10) 

(7) The Lord reigns, let the earth rejoice; 

let the many coastlands be glad!    (Psalm 97:1) 

(8) The Lord reigns; let the peoples 
 tremble! 
He sits enthroned upon the cherubim; let the earth quake! 

      The Lord is great in Zion;  
he is exalted over all the peoples. (Psalm 99:1-2) 

(9) I will extol you, my God and King, 
    and bless your name forever and ever. 
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Every day I will bless you 
    and praise your name forever and ever. 
Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised, 

and his greatness is unsearchable. (Psalm 145:1-3) 

(10) They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom 
    and tell of your power, 
to make known to the children of man your mighty deeds, 
    and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 
Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, 
    and your dominion endures throughout all generations. 
The Lord is faithful in all his words 
    and kind in all his works. 
   (Psalm 145:11-13) 

(11) Often called Enthronement Psalms these Psalms worship God as the King of 
the Universe.  

b) Second: God is said to establish His throne, His alter, His House and His Temple in 
Jerusalem (Zion)  

(1) God has an address: The City of God 

(2) “As for me, I have set my King on Zion, my holy hill.” (Psalm 2:6) 

(3) Where? On Zion (Jerusalem), my holy hill. 

(4) There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 
    the holy habitation of the Most High. 
God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved; 
    God will help her when morning dawns. 
The nations rage, the kingdoms totter; 
    he utters his voice, the earth melts. 
The Lord of hosts is with us; 
    the God of Jacob is our fortress. Selah (Psalm 46:4-7) 

(5) Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised 
    in the city of our God! 
His holy mountain, beautiful in elevation, 
    is the joy of all the earth, 
Mount Zion, in the far north, 
    the city of the great King. 
Within her citadels God 
    has made himself known as a fortress. (Psalm 48:1-3) 

(6) In Judah God is known; 
    his name is great in Israel. 
His abode has been established in Salem, 
    his dwelling place in Zion. 
There he broke the flashing arrows, 
    the shield, the sword, and the weapons of war. Selah  
(Psalm 76:1-3) 

(7) How lovely is your dwelling place, 
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    O Lord of hosts! 
My soul longs, yes, faints 
    for the courts of the Lord; 
my heart and flesh sing for joy 
    to the living God. (Psalm 84:1-2) 

(8) On the holy mount stands the city he founded; 
    the Lord loves the gates of Zion 
    more than all the dwelling places of Jacob. 
Glorious things of you are spoken, 
    O city of God. Selah (Psalm 87:1-3) 

(9) I was glad when they said to me, 
    “Let us go to the house of the Lord!” 
Our feet have been standing 
    within your gates, O Jerusalem! 
Jerusalem—built as a city 
    that is bound firmly together, 
to which the tribes go up, 
    the tribes of the Lord, 
as was decreed for[a] Israel, 
    to give thanks to the name of the Lord. 
There thrones for judgment were set, 
    the thrones of the house of David. 

(Psalm 122:1-5) 

(10) Known in the church as The   Songs of Zion (my favorite Psalms) 

6. N.T. Wright: The Case for the Psalms (p.77) 

Again and again the Psalms celebrate, in almost embarrassingly vivid language, the belief that the 
creator of the universe has, for reasons best known to him, decided to take up residence on a small hill in 
the Judean uplands. 

7. Zion is OT Jerusalem, the HQ of David and Israel; The Place of God’s Presence in Solomon’s Temple; 
the City of Jesus Christ in His death, burial and resurrection; the Place of Pentecost and launch of the 
Christian age; the symbolic name for the NT church – The Kingdom of God.  

The visible church, which is also catholic or universal under the gospel (not confined to one nation, 
as before under the law), consists of all those throughout the world that profess the true religion; and 
of their children: and is the kingdom of the Lord Jesus Christ, the house and family of God, out of 
which there is no ordinary possibility of salvation.  (WCF 25-2) 

8. God’s address? His Church, His People, wherever they are. God still “incarnate” in the world, in His 
Church! 

C. God Has a Master Plan (Ps. 2:7-9)  

1. Now a third voice; Jesus Christ now speaks.  

2. I will tell of the decree:  
The LORD said to me, “You are my Son;  

today I have begotten you.  
  Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage,  

and the ends of the earth your possession.  
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      You shall break them with a rod of iron  
and dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.”  

 (Psalm 2:7-9) 

3. God has made a decree: A Royal Pronouncement that is fixed and irreversible. 

a) Jesus is God’s eternal Son 

b) Jesus will inherit the Kingdom of God 

c) Jesus will capture the nations for God 

d) Jesus will both rule and judge the nations of the the earth.  

e) Jesus will determine the course of human history in accordance with God’s Decree.  

4. Westminster Shorter Catechism: The Decrees of God 

The decrees of God are His eternal plan based on the purpose of his will, by which, for His own 
glory, He has foreordained everything that happens. (WSC #7) 

God carries out His decrees in creation and providence. (WSC #8) 

5. God has made His Son, the Lord of History, and will someday, eventually, inevitably and irreversibly 
give all the elect of mankind, and in the end all nations, to Jesus Christ as His reward for going to the 
Cross!  

Then the seventh angel blew his trumpet, and there were loud voices in heaven, saying, “The kingdom 
of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he shall reign forever and 
ever.”             (Rev. 11:15) 

D. God Is on a Mission (Ps. 2:10-12) 

1. The Psalmist, as Narrator, speaks again. 

Now therefore, O kings, be wise;  
be warned, O rulers of the earth.  

Serve the LORD with fear,  
and rejoice with trembling.  

Kiss the Son,  
lest he be angry, and you perish in the way,  
for his wrath is quickly kindled.  

Blessed are all who take refuge in him.  
(Ps. 2:10-12) 

2. He warns the ruler of the earth to do three things –  

a) Serve the Lord with fear (reverence) 

b) Rejoice over God with trembling (awe) 

c) Kiss the Son, Jesus Christ, in love and loyalty (devotion)  

3. … or else wrath, judgment and destruction will surely come. 

4. God is on a mission to retake the world and its peoples for both Himself and His Son. 

5. The Psalmist “closes the loop” in two ways –  
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a) first he reminds us the God is at war until He conquers the nations 

(1) a major Biblical motif: God the Warrior 

(2) The LORD is a warrior; The LORD is His name (Ex 15:3 NASB) 

(3) Note: Exodus 15 is the first Psalm written in the Bible 

(4) Moses’ song: “God is a Warrior” 

b) Second, he tells us that God desired to bless each person and all nations.  

(1) Blessed is the man … Blessed are all who take refuge in him (Christ, the Son) 

6. Two humanities have two options:  

a) Willingly Kiss the Son on the cheek, now as an ally, a friend, a loyal subject, through faith.  

b) Forcibly Kiss the Son on His feet, on the last day when Jesus comes again, as those begging 
for mercy on the day of judgment 

c) either way Kiss the Son we all shall do! 

7. Gospel Mission gives all peoples this choice … 

a) Grace or Judgment 

b) The Apostles saw this Psalm 2 as the motive and meaning of their Gospel Mission  

c) When they were released, they went to their friends and reported what the chief priests and 
the elders had said to them. And when they heard it, they lifted their voices together to God 
and said, “Sovereign Lord, who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and everything in 
them, who through the mouth of our father David, your servant, said by the Holy Spirit, 

“‘Why did the Gentiles rage, 
    and the peoples plot in vain? 
The kings of the earth set themselves, 
    and the rulers were gathered together, 
    against the Lord and against his Anointed’— 

for truly in this city there were gathered together against your holy servant Jesus, whom you 
anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, to 
do whatever your hand and your plan had predestined to take place. And now, Lord, look 
upon their threats and grant to your servants to continue to speak your word with all 
boldness, while you stretch out your hand to heal, and signs and wonders are performed 
through the name of your holy servant Jesus.” (Acts 4:23-30) 

d) And we bring you the good news that what God promised to the fathers, this he has fulfilled to 
us their children by raising Jesus, as also it is written in the second Psalm, 

“‘You are my Son, 

      today I have begotten you.’ (Acts 13:32-33) 

e) Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, but in 
these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, 
through whom also he created the world. He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact 
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imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making 
purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become as 
much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 
For to which of the angels did God ever say, 
“You are my Son, 
    today I have begotten you”? 
Or again, 
“I will be to him a father, 
    and he shall be to me a son”? (Hebrews 1:1-5) 

f) She gave birth to a male child, one who is to rule all the nations with a rod of iron, but her 
child was caught up to God and to his throne,        (Rev 12:5) 

g) Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! The one sitting on it is called Faithful 
and True, and in righteousness he judges and makes war. His eyes are like a flame of fire, and 
on his head are many diadems, and he has a name written that no one knows but himself. He 
is clothed in a robe dipped in[a] blood, and the name by which he is called is The Word of 
God. And the armies of heaven, arrayed in fine linen, white and pure, were following him on 
white horses. From his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations, and 
he will rule them with a rod of iron. He will tread the winepress of the fury of the wrath of 
God the Almighty. On his robe and on his thigh he has a name written, King of kings and Lord 
of lords. (Rev. 19:11-16) 

8. So … this is how we ought to Pray Psalm 2 … 

II. PRAYING PSALM 2 

1. Psalm 2 forces us to pray over The BIG PICTURE – the… 

a) Kingdom of God 

b) the heartbeat of Jesus Christ 

c) and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in 
the gospel.” (Mark 1:15) 

2. In his book The Psalms for Prayer, T.M. Moore makes these five observations about praying Psalm 2. 

a) Review the world’s rebellion against the Lord (1-3) 

b) Praise God for His exalted King: Jesus (4-6) 

c) Praise God for His promise that Christ should inherit the nations (7-9) 

d) Pray for the nations to heed the call of the gospel (10-11) 

e) Pray that they and we may be vibrant in our love for Christ (12) 

3. Psalm 2 is one of the Royal Psalms and a Messianic Psalm 

a) a Psalm about the King of Zion 

b) a Psalm about the Messiah – Christ 

c) King Jesus and the Kingdom of God 

4. When I come to Psalm 2:1-3, I pray for the United States of America … 
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a) Why do the nations rage 
    and the peoples plot in vain? 
The kings of the earth set themselves, 
    and the rulers take counsel together, 
    against the Lord and against his Anointed, saying, 
“Let us burst their bonds apart 

    and cast away their cords from us.”(Ps. 2:1-3) 

b) Barak Obama, Congress, Our Supreme Court and judges, the Universities of America, the 
Media, Corporate America, our culture 

c) I pray for mercy, revival and for the Gospel to conquer our beloved homeland for Christ. 

5. I pray for the wicked Regimes of Persecution around the globe seeking to destroy the church (Zion = the 
City of God) 

a) China, Russia, North Korea, the Muslim World, India, Albania, Sudan, Indonesia, and 
primitive tribes steeped in demonic worship of spirits. 

b) For the strength and victory of the Church over these powers 

And they have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their 
testimony, for they loved not their lives even unto death. (Rev 12:11) 

c) For Jesus to sustain, promote and build His church 

And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of 
hell shall not prevail against it.     (Matt 16:18) 

6. I pray for my loved ones who do not know Christ, and so are officially and experientially numbered 
among the enemies of God.  

a) Brothers, my heart's desire and prayer to God for them is that they may be saved. For I bear 
them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge. For, being 
ignorant of the righteousness of God, and seeking to establish their own, they did not submit 
to God's righteousness. (Romans 10:1-3) 

b) I ask God to subdue them by His grace.  

7. I also pray that God’s remedial judgement on my beloved America would lead our people to repentance, 
faith, peace with God, and love and loyalty to Christ.  

For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became 
futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. Claiming to be wise, they became 
fools, and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man and birds and 
animals and creeping things. 

Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the dishonoring of their bodies 
among themselves, because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshiped and served 
the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen. 

For this reason God gave them up to dishonorable passions. For their women exchanged natural 
relations for those that are contrary to nature; and the men likewise gave up natural relations with 
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women and were consumed with passion for one another, men committing shameless acts with men 
and receiving in themselves the due penalty for their error. 

And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave them up to a debased mind to do what 
ought not to be done. They were filled with all manner of unrighteousness, evil, covetousness, malice. 
They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, maliciousness. They are gossips, slanderers, haters of 
God, insolent, haughty, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, foolish, faithless, heartless, 
ruthless. Though they know God's righteous decree that those who practice such things deserve to 
die, they not only do them but give approval to those who practice them. (Romans 1:21-32) 

Conclusion: As I pray this way I am forced to do three things I would not normally do … 

1. First: I am driven to pray for people beyond my wife, children, grandchildren, beloved friends and 
relatives, and this Church.  I am made to pray globally, even eschatologically, with my eyes fixed on the 
return of Christ.  

2. Second: As I pray for my lost loved ones I am brought into the Heart of God, who aches for every last 
person in the world, as I ache for a few dozen of my own folks.  I am made to ask God to give Jesus the 
nations of the earth – billions of faceless people who are personally known to God.   

3. Third: As I pray Psalm 2 my little world of little things fades to the background and pales into 
insignificance.  An entire world of over 6 billion people are (1) at war with God, (2) under His imminent 
judgment, and (3) without a friendship with Jesus Christ.  I am made to feel both the overwhelming 
burden of a lost world and the pressing urgency of the Gospel Mission.  The Kingdom of God becomes 
more real to me – not a theological concept, but masses of humanity in jeopardy! 

4. But I pray with these great comforts 

a) The anger of the world is no match for the love of God 

b) The rebellion of mankind cannot alter the Decree of God 

c) The sins of all human cultures have been atoned for by Jesus Christ 

d) And the Holy Spirit’s ability to touch our souls and lead us to love Christ transcends all 
boundaries of time, space and culture.  

5. God has made a decision, issued a decree, and set forth a date in destiny. 

From all eternity and merely because it pleased Him God chose some to have everlasting life.  These 
He freed from sin and misery by a covenant of grace and brought them to salvation by a redeemer.  
(WSC #20) 

6. And, every day, Jesus visits nation after nation; city and town and villages; homes, churches, classrooms, 
offices and fields, And He conquers rebels with His love … 

7. … and they Kiss the Son, giving God the Warrior another Victory.  

God reigns over the nations; 
    God sits on his holy throne. 
The princes of the peoples gather 
    as the people of the God of Abraham. 
For the shields of the earth belong to God; 
    he is highly exalted! (Psalm 47:8-9) 
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8. Time to begin to pray that three of those shields have on them  

a) The great seal of the United States of America 

b) The coat of arms of your Family 

c) The name of the members of your Household. 

9. … “Blessed are all those who take refuge in Him”                   

(Ps. 2:12)  

 

 

 

 

 


