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Revelation 5:1-14        March 20, 2016 AM 
God on the Throne       Palm Sunday 
RV1610             Revelation 
 

Worthy Is The Lamb 

INTRODUCTION:    When I was a graduate student, back in 1973-74, I met a young lady … 

1. Linda Louise Hayes: a sweet, blonde girl from a farm, North of Miami, Ohio (Miami University). An 
undergraduate junior.  

a) Met her in the library one evening. 

b) Told her I was a “Bible-reading Christian” (I was not!). 

c) Convinced her to go out with me. 

d) Went to Campus Bible Studies with her. 

2. Several weeks into our relationship she announced, “My parents want to meet you!” (The last thing I 
wanted to do) 

a) her mother was a nurse, a hard-shell fundamentalist Baptist and unhappy that her daughter 
was dating me. 

b) Note: Now that I’m a Christian and a father, I agree with her mother. I would not have 
wanted one of my daughters to date me!  

c) Her father was a sheep farmer, a recovering alcoholic, who did not attend church. 

3. When I arrived with Linda, one evening at their farm, Linda took me to the barn to meet her Dad.  She 
introduced me to her father, and then walked toward the house, leaving me alone with her Dad.   

a) I was really uncomfortable.  But as I stood there, not knowing what to do or say … 

b) Her father reached over a fence, into a stall, and lifted up a small, newborn lamb. 

c) “Ever held a lamb, Mike,” he asked me with a tender and humble smile. 

d) “No, sir. I’ve never touched a sheep before,” I said. 

e) He then handed the little lamb to me.  “There’s always a first time,” he chuckled. 

f) That little creature was so small, so frail, shaking, soft, with that waxen feeling that the 
lanolin of sheep’s wool, with it’s sweet aroma.  

4. All of a sudden I was no longer afraid of Mr. Hayes.  We talked for about ½ hour.  He told me about his 
family and farm.  And he asked me questions about my family, my military service and my future plans.   

5. Then he said this to me – looking me straight in the eyes with almost a painful gaze: “Mike, Linda is my 
little lamb.  My only daughter.  I love her more than my own life.  Promise me you will do nothing to hurt 
her, defile her or lead her astray.  Would you give me your word to that end?” 

6. I gulped, fought back the tears in my eyes, and said with a broken voice, “Yes, Sir, you have my word. I 
will honor your daughter.” 

7. And I did.  I treated that young lady as I would want my own daughters to be treated by any boy they 
dated.  I was gently shamed by his love for his daughter. 
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8. That father’s love, and the lamb he gave me to hold, changed the course of my relationship with his 
daughter.  I was captured by his gentle, humble and gracious way with with me.     

9. Whenever I turn to Revelation 4 and 5, I can’t help but think of that man, his lamb and that evening in his 
barn, 42 years ago!  

10. John, in the Book of Revelation, is receiving from God his second out of seven visions that make up this 
marvelous book.   

11. Here’s how they fit together to form a chiasmus for the entire book: 

a) ABCDC’B’A’ 

b) A: the church militant; the church victorious 

c) B: God on the throne of Heaven; The Fall of the World 

d) C: The Saints Protected; sinners Judged 

e) D: The Central Vision; War in heaven and on the Earth 

12. Vision #2: God on the Throne in Heaven (Rev. 4-7) 

a) After this I looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven! And the first voice, which I 
had heard speaking to me like a trumpet, said, “Come up here, and I will show you what must 
take place after this.” (Rev 4:1) 

b) An Invitation from God and the Centrality of God to all creation. 

c) Seven concentric circles of worship in heaven 

d) “Worthy are you, our Lord and God, 
 to receive glory and honor and power, 

for you created all things, 
and by your will they existed and were     created.” 

e) To say the least, this 2nd Vision is rather intimidating. 

13. John is blinded by God’s glory, overwhelmed in God’s presence, and overcome by the worship he sees 
and hears in heaven.  

14. This is how it is when we first come to worship at church.  

a) We are overcome with all we see, hear and experience about another world – God’s world – 
called Heaven.  

b) We are fascinated and touched by the hymns we don’t know but find so inspiring and so 
beautiful.  

c) We feel somewhat uncomfortable in the presence of a Holy God… 

d) … and “out of place” with such spiritual people. 

e) We say to ourselves, “Will I ever feel at home here, ever understand all the concepts and 
language, ever learn the songs, ever fit in here?” 

f) But … we keep coming back, and for one reason:  
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Then Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, “Surely the Lord is in this place, and I did 
not know it.”  And he was afraid and said, “How awesome is this place! This is none 
other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.” (Genesis 28:16-17) 

15. For that is what worship is: The Gateway to heaven … 

a) Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will 
come in to him and eat with him, and he with me.   (Rev. 3:20) 

b) After this I looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven! And the first voice, which I 
had heard speaking to me like a trumpet, said, “Come up here, and I will show you what must 
take place after this.” (Rev. 4:1) 

c) A glorious throne set on high from the beginning 
is the place of our sanctuary. (Jeremiah 17:12) 

16. In a short period of time, John is acclimated to the awesome, glorious, majestic wonder of heaven.  Then 
he begins to notice some details he missed at first.   

a) He looks again at God on the throne and he sees something intriguing.  

b) Four times in this Chapter 5 John will say kai eidon  

c) literally: And I saw (5:1, 5:2, 5:6, and 5:11) 

17. And what does John see (notice)? Four things –  

a) The four scenes of this Vision in chapter 5 

b) A scroll 

c) A mighty Angel 

d) A lamb that was slain 

e) All creation singing to Christ 

18. Here is the second part of John’s second vision (5:1-14) 

Then I saw in the right hand of him who was seated on the throne a scroll written within and on the 
back, sealed with seven seals. And I saw a mighty angel proclaiming with a loud voice, “Who is 
worthy to open the scroll and break its seals?” And no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth 
was able to open the scroll or to look into it, and I began to weep loudly because no one was found 
worthy to open the scroll or to look into it. And one of the elders said to me, “Weep no more; behold, 
the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has conquered, so that he can open the scroll and its 
seven seals.” 
 
And between the throne and the four living creatures and among the elders I saw a Lamb standing, as 
though it had been slain, with seven horns and with seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God 
sent out into all the earth. And he went and took the scroll from the right hand of him who was seated 
on the throne. And when he had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders 
fell down before the Lamb, each holding a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the 
prayers of the saints. And they sang a new song, saying, 
 
“Worthy are you to take the scroll 
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    and to open its seals, 
for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God 
    from every tribe and language and people and nation, 
and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God, 
    and they shall reign on the earth.” 
 
Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the living creatures and the elders the voice of 
many angels, numbering myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, saying with a loud voice, 
 
“Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, 
to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might 
and honor and glory and blessing!” 
 
And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and all that is 
in them, saying, 
 
“To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb 
be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!” 
 
And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” and the elders fell down and worshiped. (Rev. 5:1-14) 

 

I. THE INTERPRETATION OF THE VISION (5:1-14) 

A. First: The Scroll in God’s Hand (5:1) 

1. Then I saw in the right hand of him who was seated on the throne a scroll written within and on the back, 
sealed with seven seals. (Rev. 5:1) 

2. literally: “Then I saw on (epi) the right hand of God a scroll …” 

a) God’s palm lying open with a sealed scroll resting upon it. 

b) waiting to be taken from Him and opened 

c) Right hand: the hand of power, authority, and privilege.  

d) Where Jesus sits/stands in reference to God the Father. 

(1) But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and 
Jesus standing at the right hand of God. (Acts 7:55) 

(2) Apostles Creed: “Who sits at the right hand of God” 

e) The place of vice Regent/ Co-Leader with God. 

3. What is this Scroll, written on both sides? 

a) Then I saw in the right hand of him who was seated on the throne a scroll written within and 
on the back, sealed with seven seals. (Rev. 5:1) 

b) Literally: biblion (a book) our root word for “Bible.”  

c) It is known today as an opisthograph = a scroll with writing on both sides, front and back.  
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d) Most ancient scrolls were papyrus scrolls: reeds spread flat and woven together, and pressed 
smooth. 

e) Other was parchment: sheep’s skin (leather) smoothed out into a thick hide. 

f) And most scrolls were written only on one side.  

g) But this scroll is written on both sides! 

4. What is this scroll? There are five various interpretations, some of which truly make no sense at all. 

a) The Lamb’s Book of Life (Rev. 3:5, 13:8, 17:8, 20:12 and 15, and 21:27) Written on front and 
back because there are so many elect/ redeemed.  But, the contents of the scroll seem to focus 
on events and not people.   

b) The Last will and testament of the Saints. Jesus serves as the Testator (Executor). But what 
follows says nothing of the inheritance of the saints. 

c) A Divorce Bill. Signed on the back side by witnesses.  But Jesus is not divorcing the world 
because He isn’t married to the sons of Adam, but to the church. 

d) A Contract Deed.  A Roman document: the contents of the deed were written on the inside, 
with a summary and instructions on the outside.  But what deed is God making with the 
world? 

e) A Heavenly Book containing God’s Eternal Plans for the World: I.e., this is The Decree of 
God: His master plan and His predestined will that includes creation, providence, redemption 
and judgment for all mankind.  

(1) “As for me, I have set my King 
    on Zion, my holy hill.” 
I will tell of the decree: 
The Lord said to me, “You are my Son; 
    today I have begotten you. 
Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage, 
    and the ends of the earth your possession. 
You shall break[a] them with a rod of iron 
    and dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel.” (Psalm 2:6-9) 

(2) What are the decrees of God?  

The decrees of God are, his eternal purpose, according to the counsel of his will, 
whereby, for his own glory, he hath foreordained whatsoever comes to pass. (WSC 
#7) 

(3) Written on two sides: The Outside is what we can see: God’s Revelation 

(4) The inside is the Hidden (secret) Will of God.  

(5) The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the things that are revealed 
belong to us and to our children forever, that we may do all the words of this law. 
(Deut. 29:29) 

f) I believe this 5th interpretation is correct: The Decree of God, unfolded and executed by 
Jesus Christ.  
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5. Key Point: What follows in chapters 6 and 7 and the rest of the Book of Revelation are not the contents 
of the scroll.  Only God knows what’s in the scroll.  The events of Revelation (history) are what 
accompany the Decree of God.  

6. Grant R. Osborne: Revelation: ECNT; pp. 249-250 

It is important here to note that the events of chapter 6 accompany the opening of the seals and do not 
constitute the contents of the scroll.  The judgments of the seals are preliminary events that lead up to the 
unfolding drama of the eschaton and the completion of the divine plan. Revelation tells how God brings 
about the culmination of his plan, namely the contents of the scroll.  Thus chapter 6 describes 
anticipatory visions, and the contents of the scroll are not revealed until later.  That constitutes the plan 
of God behind the visions as a whole, namely those events that will end this world of evil and introduce 
eternity.  

7. In God’s right palm there lies the Decree of God, His master plan for the universe, sealed but ready to be 
opened, executed and brought to completion. But by whom?  

8. That is the second thing John sees … 

B. Second: A Mighty Angel (5:2-5) 

1. And I saw a mighty angel proclaiming with a loud voice, “Who is worthy to open the scroll and break its 
seals?” And no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth was able to open the scroll or to look into it, 
and I began to weep loudly because no one was found worthy to open the scroll or to look into it. And 
one of the elders said to me, “Weep no more; behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, 
has conquered, so that he can open the scroll and its seven seals.” (Rev. 5:2-5) 

2. A great (strong) Angel asks the heavenly court: Who is worthy to open the Book (scroll) and break its 
seals?  

3. It’s seven seals: official wax stamps, authenticating the validity of the contents, and authorizing only an 
appointed official to break the seals, read the contents, and execute the commands.  

4. Who is worthy. The word in Greek (axios) means someone who is a sufficient equal to God who has the 
inherent power, authority and right to open up God’s personal mail, read and understand the secret will of 
God, and sovereignly execute the Decree of God to perfection!  

5. Answer: Not one living creature on earth, in the sea or in the heavens could possibly do this.  None!  

6. John cries.  He is deeply saddened that God’s Decree will never be completed because the task is too 
great for any living being, and no one is equal to the task … 

7. … except One: One of the elders, no doubt with a smile on his face, points to someone and says, “Look 
there!”  

a) And one of the elders said to me, “Weep no more; behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the 
Root of David, has conquered, so that he can open the scroll and its seven seals.” (Rev 5:5) 

b) You see! Even the book of Revelation tells us to listen to our Elders.  They always know best! 
 

8. Now John sees a third thing …  

C. Third: The Lion Who is the Lamb (5:6-10) 
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1. And between the throne and the four living creatures and among the elders I saw a Lamb standing, as 
though it had been slain, with seven horns and with seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent 
out into all the earth. And he went and took the scroll from the right hand of him who was seated on the 
throne. And when he had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down 
before the Lamb, each holding a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the 
saints. And they sang a new song, saying, 

“Worthy are you to take the scroll 
    and to open its seals, 
for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God 
    from every tribe and language and people and nation, 
and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God, 
    and they shall reign on the earth.” (Rev. 5:6-10) 

2. This is obviously, The Lord Jesus Christ. 

a) The Lion of the Tribe of Judah … 

(1) Judah is a lion's cub; 
from the prey, my son, you have gone up. 

He stooped down; he crouched as a  
lion and as a lioness; who dares rouse him? 

The scepter shall not depart from  
Judah, nor the ruler's staff from  
between his feet, 

until tribute comes to him; 
    and to him shall be the obedience  
    of the peoples. 
Binding his foal to the vine 

and his donkey's colt to the choice vine, 
he has washed his garments in wine 

and his vesture in the blood of grapes. 
His eyes are darker than wine, 
    and his teeth whiter than milk.   (Genesis 49:9-12) 

(2) A prophecy about the Messiah 

(3) Jesus was of the House of David, of the Tribe of Judah – a Royal Son. 

b) A Lamb standing as though it had been slain. 

(1) The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of 
God, who takes away the sin of the world! (John 1:29) 

(2) Jesus Christ our Savior, dying for our sins 

c) A picture of Jesus the Messiah: Ruling King and Suffering Savior 

(1) Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him; 
    he has put him to grief; 
when his soul makes an offering for guilt, 
    he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days; 
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the will of the Lord shall prosper in his hand. 
Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied; 
by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant, 
    make many to be accounted righteous, 
    and he shall bear their iniquities. 
Therefore I will divide him a portion with the many, 

and he shall divide the spoil with the strong, 
because he poured out his soul to  

death 
and was numbered with the  

transgressors; 
yet he bore the sin of many, 
  and makes intercession for the transgressors. (Isa. 53:10-12) 

(2) Did you hear that? “… the will of the Lord shall prosper in his hand …” 

(3) i.e., The Scroll … The Decree of God!  

3. Jesus reaches out, takes the scroll from God the Father, and as He does all heaven breaks loose in hymns 
of praise. 

a) The Song of the Redeemed 

b) And they sang a new song, saying, 
“Worthy are you to take the scroll 
    and to open its seals, 
for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God 

from every tribe and language and people and nation, 
and you have made them a kingdom and priests  
to our God, 
    and they shall reign on the earth.”  
(Rev 5:9-10) 

4. And then John sees the fourth detail of this scene in heaven … 

D. Fourth: All Creation Singing (5:11-14)  

1. Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the living creatures and the elders the voice of many 
angels, numbering myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, saying with a loud voice, 
“Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, 
to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might 
and honor and glory and blessing!” 
And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and all that is in 
them, saying, 
“To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb 
be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!” 
And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” and the elders fell down and worshiped. (Rev 5:11-14) 

2. The elders and saints (5:9-10), billions of angels (5:11-12), and then “every creature in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth and in the sea” (5:13), and even the cherubim (5:14)  
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3. I want you to see something here: Six different songs of worship in heaven that shape our worship on 
earth. 

4. The same six parts of hymnody (hymn singing) we use every Sunday at Christ Covenant, and that you 
saw here today.  

a) First: A Hymn to the Triune God, the Holy God 

(1) Song of the Cherubim 

(2) And the four living creatures, each of them with six wings, are full of eyes all 
around and within, and day and night they never cease to say, 
“Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty, 
    who was and is and is to come!” 
(Rev 4:8) 

(3) Today: Holy God, We Praise Your Name.  

b) Second: The Hymn of the Elders 

(1) The Song of Creation 

(2) “Worthy are you, our Lord and God, 
    to receive glory and honor and power, 
for you created all things, 
    and by your will they existed and were created.” (Rev 4:11) 

(3) Today: Creation Sings (Gettys) 

c) Third: The Hymn of the Elders #2 

(1) The Song of the Redeemed 

(2)  And they sang a new song, saying, 
“Worthy are you to take the scroll 
    and to open its seals, 
for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God 
    from every tribe and language and people and nation, 
and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God, 
    and they shall reign on the earth.” (Rev 5:9-10) 

(3) Today: Our hymn about salvation and redemption 

d) Fourth: The Hymn of the Angels 

(1) Worthy is the Lamb 

(2) saying with a loud voice, 
“Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, 
to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might 
and honor and glory and blessing!” (Rev5:12) 

(3) Today: Our Choir Anthem: Worthy Is the Lamb 

e) Fifth: The Doxology of All Creatures 

(1) The Song of the Creatures 
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(2) And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the 
sea, and all that is in them, saying, 
“To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb 
be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!” (Rev 5:13) 

(3) Today: The Doxology at the end of our service 

f) Finally: The “Amen” (5:14) 

(1) Amen (Hebrew): so be it; Let it come to pass 

(2) Amen to prayers, Amen to hymns, and even Amen to sermons. 

(3) Let all that we sing, say and pray be so! 

(4) Jesus: “Amen, Amen I say to you …” (63 times in the Gospels)  

5. John sees why we worship God, individually, as a Church, and at every level of creation: We worship 
because God on the throne has a plan for our whole world, which includes us; Jesus is working that plan 
to perfection; and the Holy Spirit is revealing to us what we are able to understand about this plan. So … 
we sing!  

6. Eugene Peterson: Reversed Thunder, p. 70 

The act of worship rehearses in the present the end that lies ahead.  Heaven is introduced into the 
present.  It also, of course, conserves the past and so acts as a stabilizing force, but its dynamic function 
is anticipation: a community planning its future in the light of its charter …  

The church at worship is centered and gathered at God’s throne, receiving the revelation of the 
preached and preaching Christ, singing the great hymns, affirming and being affirmed…. this is the 
reality in which we participate in every act of worship, which shapes both our lives and our history.  

II. THE APPLICATION OF THE VISION 

1. There are several applications to this Grand Vision of Heaven.  Would you be surprised? (amused?) if I 
mentioned seven – briefly. 

2. Some we covered last week in the fist part of this vision in Chapter four –  

a) First: On earth doors open and shut all the time. Life in a fallen world is like living in a 
revolving door.  Nothing is ever the same. But, in heaven all things are stable, so in heaven 
there is always and only an open door. 

b) Second: God is a welcoming God, inviting us into His life, His realm, His presence.  

c) Third: There is a Grand Connection to all of life: God in heaven, life on earth in the Church, 
and God’s plan for creation. In Christ it all fits together.  

d) Fourth: God is a revealing God, showing us many things about His plan. 

The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the things that are revealed belong 
to us and to our children forever, that we may do all the words of this law. (Deut. 
29:29) 

e) Fifth: We are connected to every living thing in what is called “the great chain of Being” – 
God, Angels, people and animal life.  We all share the life of God – “While all that borrow 
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life from Thee is ever in Thy care, and everywhere that man can be Thou, God, are present 
there.”  

f) Sixth: God’s grace extends to every facet and every corner of creation, because God has 
created all things for His good purpose. 

In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, 
according to the riches of his grace, which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and 
insight making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he 
set forth in Christ as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in 
heaven and things on earth. (Eph. 1:7-10) 

g) Seventh: Heaven is the greater reality to earth.  How we live here and now is always shaped 
by where God lives in eternity.  Earth is but the shadow of Heaven.  

3. Now, when I add all these truths together, I come back to this majestic, mysterious and manifest Scroll.  

a) The Scroll is the Master Plan of God. 

b) For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, to 
give you a future and a hope. Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will 
hear you. You will seek me and find me, when you seek me with all your heart. (Jeremiah 
29:11-13) 

c) i.e., The Scroll is the Gospel –  

(1) Reaching back into history (all the way to Genesis 1:1) 

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. (Gen 1:1) 

(2) Reaching forward in history (all the way to Rev 22:20) 

He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.” Amen. Come, 
Lord Jesus! (Rev 22:20) 

(3) Touching every aspect of our lives today (Now) 

The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all. Amen. (Rev. 22:21) 

4. Grand Application: We need to learn how to read the Gospel back into our personal history and 
forward into an uncertain but God-controlled future.  

5. Evangelicals always make a critical error in their understanding and application of the Gospel: They think 
that the Gospel (grace) of God only began in their lives, once they were regenerated and justified. 

6. Not so! God’s grace extends to us from eternity past to eternity future: 

Did God leave all mankind to perish in the estate of sin  
and misery? 
 
God, having out of his mere good pleasure, from all eternity, elected some to everlasting life, did 
enter into a covenant of grace to deliver them out of the estate of sin and misery, and to bring them 
into an estate of salvation by a Redeemer. (WSC #20) 

7. Listen to Paul: He sees God’s grace in his past, present and future …  
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But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me was not in vain. On the contrary, I 
worked harder than any of them, though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. (1 Cor. 
15:10) 

8. Illustration: Every now and then I get an email which tells me that I am not condemning Roman 
Catholicism as I should, or speaking too well about Catholics, or teaching that Catholicism is legitimate 
Christianity, etc., etc.  

a) I disagree.  I am not a Roman Catholic, despite my family background, because I see 
significant and fundamental issues in Catholicism which I find contrary to the Bible.  

b) I love Roman Catholics; I just don’t approve of Catholicism.  

(1) Brothers, my heart's desire and prayer to God for them is that they may be saved. 
For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not according to 
knowledge. For, being ignorant of the righteousness of God, and seeking to 
establish their own, they did not submit to God's righteousness. For Christ is the 
end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes. (Romans 10:1-4) 

(2) i.e., justification by faith alone in Christ alone, and a life under Gospel Grace. 

c) But what you do hear me saying are these 3 truths –  

(1) First: Catholicism gave me a Godward, Church-based, Judeo-Christian piety that 
has shaped my life.  

(2) Second: Catholicism shares some basic truths with us that launched me into 
Christianity (Three Formulae)  

(3) Third: God’s sovereign plan for my personal salvation and my growth in Christ 
some how included a childhood in Roman Catholicism, and I honor God’s 
sovereign will for my life by thanking Him for all I am and all I’ve been exposed 
to.  

d) If you asked me “What would you change in your life if you could go back and alter 
anything?” 

e) My answer: Nothing. Not one thing.  I believe that the sovereign God, the Redeeming Christ 
and the Gracious Holy Spirit have scripted my life, and God does all things perfectly.  

f) My life is a scroll from the throne of God, in the hands of Jesus, written out by the Spirit of 
God 

(1) The outside I can read and know. 

(2) The inside is a mystery to me 

(3) But all of it is Good News for me 

g) For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, to 
give you a future and a hope. Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will 
hear you. You will seek me and find me, when you seek me with all your heart. (Jer. 29:11-13) 

9. I have learned to read the Gospel in three directions into my life: past, present, future! 

a) what was, is now and is to come! 
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b) That’s what this Book is all about: The Gospel in Three Directions… 

(1) Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are 
those who hear, and who keep what is written in it, for the time is near. (Rev. 1:3) 

(2) “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is and who was and 
who is to come, the Almighty.” (Rev. 1:8) 

(3) Write therefore the things that you have seen, those that are and those that are to 
take place after this.    (Rev 1:19) 

c) God’s Gospel includes past history, current events, and future developments. 

10. And… that is true not only for the world at large but for you as well. 

11. “But by the grace of God you are what you are …” 

12. Tell me: have you learned to read the Gospel backward and forward into your life? 

a) To be thankful for your family, your background, your childhood, the past events of your life? 

b) To look with hope and anticipation into your future? 

c) Have you come to faith in Christ now – today?  

13. There is no need to be regretful, fearful or worried. 

14. Remember: The one who controls your life is a loving Father, whose Son is the precious Lamb of God, 
who says to you, “I love you more than my own life!”  

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish 
but have eternal life. (John 3:16) 

15.  This is the Good News of God! 

16. And this is why we worship as we do! 

saying with a loud voice, 
“Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, 
to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might 
and honor and glory and blessing!” (Rev. 5:12) 
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