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Revelation 6:1-17     April 3, 2016 AM 
God on the Throne     Revelation 
RV1611          
 

“The Seal Judgements” 

INTRODUCTION:    Jesus did not leave us without information (instruction) about the last days (end of the 
world).  

1. On Tuesday of what we call Holy Week (the Tuesday before Good Friday and Easter Sunday) Jesus was 
in the Temple preaching and teaching. 

a) As he left the Temple that afternoon, and headed for the Mount of Olives, where many were 
camping out while they attended Passover …  

b) … Jesus said this:  

Jesus left the temple and was going away, when his disciples came to point out to him the 
buildings of the temple. But he answered them, “You see all these, do you not? Truly, I say to 
you, there will not be left here one stone upon another that will not be thrown down.” (Matt. 
24:1-2) 

c) Later that afternoon, toward evening, as the disciples looked across the Kidron Valley, and 
saw the glorious, gold, gleaming Temple, they asked Jesus a question. 

d) Really: three questions 

(1) As he sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately, saying, “Tell 
us, when will these things be, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the 
end of the age?” (Matt. 24:3) 

(2) First: Tell us, when will these things be? (i.e., destruction of the Temple) 

(3) Second: What will be the sign of your coming? (second coming) 

(4) Third: And (what will be the signs) of the end of the age? (the end of the world) 

e) Jesus answers these three questions, but not in the order they asked them.  

2. Jesus first addressed the general question: The Signs of the End Times. 

a) First: The coming of false Christs (Antichrists) 

And Jesus answered them, “See that no one leads you astray. For many will come in my 
name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and they will lead many astray. (Matt. 24:4-5) 

b) Second: The rise of multiple wars 

And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not alarmed, for this must 
take place, but the end is not yet. For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against 
kingdom, (Matt. 24:6-7a) 

c) Third: Famines (and economic upheaval) 

d) Fourth: Earthquakes (and other natural disasters) 

e) Fifth: Great Persecution, Apostasy, and Gospel Mission 
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All these are but the beginning of the birth pains. “Then they will deliver you up to tribulation 
and put you to death, and you will be hated by all nations for my name's sake. And then many 
will fall away and betray one another and hate one another. And many false prophets will 
arise and lead many astray. And because lawlessness will be increased, the love of many will 
grow cold. But the one who endures to the end will be saved. And this gospel of the kingdom 
will be proclaimed throughout the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end 
will come. (Matt. 24:8-14) 

3. There are the signs of the times. 

a) From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts out its 
leaves, you know that summer is near.  So also, when you see all these things, you know that 
he is near, at the very gates. (Matt. 24:32-33) 

b) Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for you to wake from sleep. For 
salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed. The night is far gone; the day is at 
hand. (Romans 13:11) 

4. The Apostle John, in the 4th chapter of the Book of Revelation, has been caught up into heaven.  

a) After this I looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven! And the first voice, which I 
had heard speaking to me like a trumpet, said, “Come up here, and I will show you what must 
take place after this.” (Rev. 4:1) 

b) He sees God on the Throne, The Lamb, Jesus Christ, standing beside the throne… 

c) and a marvelous and mysterious Scroll.  

d) Then I saw in the right hand of him who was seated on the throne a scroll written within and 
on the back, sealed with seven seals. (Rev. 5:1) 

e) This Scroll is the Eternal Decree of God that unfolds all through human history: what was, 
what is and what is to come.  

f) Then He sees Jesus take the scroll and break its Royal Seals, unleashing a series of events that 
will lead to the Second Coming of Christ, the judgment of all mankind, and the end of the 
world.  

5. Just as Jesus had foretold in Matthew 24:1-31 … 

6. Our world is changing; it is dying. And God is steering it toward a date with destiny, when Jesus comes 
again. 

a) Anyone who’s been alive for any amount of time knows this is true. 

b) And especially elderly people, who’ve lived for decades. 

c) Billy Graham: Storm Warning (1990 and 2010); p. 1-2  

As I reflected back to my childhood, I thought about the enormous changes I have seen in our 
country and around the world.  The world I once knew as a boy has changed dramatically… I 
don’t even recognize the world we live in today. The world we are experiencing in the first 
decade of the twenty-first century is vastly different from the security of my childhood, when 
everyone – including children – worked hard all day and had no difficulty falling asleep at 
night.  I have not seen such wide-spread anxiety and depression in people’s hearts as I do 
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today.  While battles rage around the world and storms gather in the human spirit, depression 
steals rest from our souls.  “Depression” today not only describes the hard economic state of 
affairs sweeping our world but the human state of mind.  I see this unfolding phenomenon as 
one of the many storm clouds hovering over a lost and dying world.  Their thunderbolts can 
grip our hearts with indescribable fear.  Our society is caught up in a powerful windstorm 
that has already caused massive destruction, with the full impact yet to come.  

d) In his 1992 State of the Union Address President George H.W. Bush said, “In the past 
twelve months, the world has known changes of almost Biblical proportions … the world is 
still a very dangerous place.  Only the dead have seen the end of conflict.  And though 
yesterday’s challenges are behind us, tomorrow’s are being born.” 

7. Our American Center for Disease Control (CDC) has now informed us that antidepressants are the most 
prescribed medication in America.  

8. In 2010, journalist Robert J. Samuelson, wrote this in Newsweek magazine 

a) Every age has its illusions.  Ours has been this fervent belief in the power of prosperity.  Our 
pillars of faith are now crashing about us.  We are discovering that we cannot, as we had 
once supposed, create prosperity at will…Worse, we are learning that even great amounts of 
prosperity won’t solve all our social problems.  Our Good Society is disfigured by huge 
blemishes: entrenched poverty, persistent racial tension, the breakdown of the family, and 
staggering budget deficits.  We are being rudely disabused of our vision of the future.  The 
result is a deep crisis of spirit that fuels Americans’ growing self-doubts, cynicism with 
politics, and confusion about our global role.  

b) and that was six years ago; at the peak of the Great Recession 

c) Prior to the economic, social, political, moral, spiritual, and church meltdown we’ve 
experienced under Barak Obama.  

9. When we come to Revelation 6, John begins to describe the catastrophic events he sees as Jesus peals 
back the 7 seals, and unleashes The Four Horsemen on the earth!  

a) These apocalyptic riders are depicted in art form more than any other image in the Book of 
Revelation 

b) and in Biblical art, fourth, behind only The Cross, the Nativity and Noah’s Ark. 

c) They introduce to us The Seal Judgments upon the world.  

10. In Chapter 6, we will encounter 6 of these 7 Seal Judgements. 

a) Four Horsemen (6:1-8) 

b) The Great Persecution (6:9-11) 

c) The End of the World (6:12-17) 

11. Once again: What the Visions Mean, and How they Apply to us.  

I. THE MEANING OF THE SEAL JUDGEMENTS (Rev. 6:1-17) 

A. The Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse (6:1-8) 
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1. Now I watched when the Lamb opened one of the seven seals, and I heard one of the four living creatures 
say with a voice like thunder, “Come!” (Rev. 6:1) 

2. Jesus breaks the first seal, and as He does one of the Cherubim (living creatures) gives the command, 
“Come!” and the Four Horsemen gallop onto the pages of history with thundering hoof beats.  

3. The imagery comes from Zechariah 1:8-17 and the four riders who patrol the earth, each on a different 
color horse.  John modifies this imagery in his depiction of the four horses of the apocalypse.  

4. The First Horseman is the Rider on the White Horse (Rev. 6:2) 

a) And I looked, and behold, a white horse! And its rider had a bow, and a crown was given to 
him, and he came out conquering, and to conquer. (Rev. 6:2) 

b) Some commentators identify him as Jesus Christ because in Revelation 19 Christ returns to 
earth on a white horse. 

c) Geoffrey B. Wilson: Revelation: BOT; p. 64  

The rider on the white horse is often identified with Christ or the progress of the gospel in the 
world, but the Lamb who opens the seal cannot be expected to reappear as the rider thus sent 
forth.  In fact the only similarity between this vision and that of Christ in 19:11-16 is the 
colour of the horse, for the rider here holds a bow whereas Christ wields the sword of the 
Word.  

d) The similarity and confusion is intentional: This rider is a false Christ, a fake Messiah, a 
pretend savior, who desires the religious devotion of the world be given to him. 

e) Remember: Matthew 24 interprets Revelation 6 

And Jesus answered them, “See that no one leads you astray. For many will come in my 
name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and they will lead many astray. (Matt. 24:4-5) 

f) A religious leader(s) who seduces the nations into both false religion or secular humanism, 
and thus conquers their souls. 

g) Here is the person of antichrist (anti=another, Christ)  

5. The Second Horseman appears on a red horse, the color of blood. (Rev. 6:3-4) 

a) When he opened the second seal, I heard the second living creature say, “Come!” And out 
came another horse, bright red. Its rider was permitted to take peace from the earth, so that 
people should slay one another, and he was given a great sword. (Rev. 6:3-4) 

b) This rider is War – taking peace from the earth by means of the sword. 

And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not alarmed, for this must 
take place, but the end is not yet. For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against 
kingdom, (Matt. 24:6-7a) 

c) A great sword: The sword of nationalism, military power, even patriotism. 

d) The force of mighty armies killing millions upon millions in armed conflict 

e) e.g., Communism: 100 million killed; WWII approx. 65 million.  

6. The Third Horseman comes forth on a black horse (Rev. 6:5-6) 
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a) When he opened the third seal, I heard the third living creature say, “Come!” And I looked, 
and behold, a black horse! And its rider had a pair of scales in his hand. And I heard what 
seemed to be a voice in the midst of the four living creatures, saying, “A quart of wheat for a 
denarius, and three quarts of barley for a denarius, and do not harm the oil and wine!” (Rev. 
6:5-6) 

b) Jesus called these horrible things by the word: famine (Matt. 24:7) 

c) Note: This rider carries a pair of scales used in business, buying, selling 

d) And the voice of God in the midst of the Cherubim gives him instruction –  

And I heard what seemed to be a voice in the midst of the four living creatures, saying, “A 
quart of wheat for a denarius, and three quarts of barley for a denarius, and do not harm the 
oil and wine!” (Rev. 6:6) 

e) i.e., extremely high prices for basic provision: wheat and barley for bread; but luxury items 
are untouched: oil and wine. 

f) i.e., the famine and scarcity hurt the poor more than they do the rich.  And God limits the 
extent of the famine, plague and death-count.  

g) Economic forces that cause shortages of necessities and an abundance of luxury goods 

h) e.g., the Potato famine in Russia, conditions in China; the increasing gap between the rich and 
poor in America.  

7. The Fourth Horseman thunders forth on a pale (gray) horse – the color of death! (Rev. 6:7-8) 

a) Jesus predicted plagues in Matthew 24:7 

For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom, and there will be famines 
and earthquakes in various places. (Matt 24:7)  

b) When he opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth living creature say, 
“Come!” And I looked, and behold, a pale horse! And its rider's name was Death, and Hades 
followed him. And they were given authority over a fourth of the earth, to kill with sword and 
with famine and with pestilence and by wild beasts of the earth. (Rev. 6:7-8) 

c) We are told who the Rider is: Death! and sitting on the rump of the horse behind him is Hades 
(the grave).  

d) He is given the power to use the “tools of his trade” 

(1) sword: war, violence, murder, crime 

(2) famine: loss of food leading to starvation 

(3) pestilence: all kinds of illnesses (like AIDS)  

(4) wild beasts: accidents and attacks by animals 

e) Note: Death rides last, following the first three, collecting their casualties and gathering them 
in the grave. 

8. St. John must have the words of Ezekiel in his mind as he sees these four riders. 

a) a bow and arrow, famine, pestilence, plagues and wild beasts. 
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b) “Thus shall my anger spend itself, and I will vent my fury upon them and satisfy myself. And 
they shall know that I am the Lord—that I have spoken in my jealousy—when I spend my fury 
upon them … when I send against you the deadly arrows of famine, arrows for destruction, 
which I will send to destroy you, and when I bring more and more famine upon you and break 
your supply of bread.  I will send famine and wild beasts against you, and they will rob you of 
your children. Pestilence and blood shall pass through you, and I will bring the sword upon 
you. I am the Lord; I have spoken.” (Ezekiel 5:13, 16-17) 

 

9. These riders symbolize “man’s inhumanity to mankind” – all his violence, greed, oppression, 
ruthlessness, disease and economic injustice.  

10. The woes which come upon a fallen mankind in a dying world. 

B. The Great Persecution of the Church (Rev. 6:9-11) 

1. When Jesus breaks the fifth seal John sees a “great multitude” (7:1) of martyrs, hiding under the alter in 
the heavenly temple.  

2. When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain for the word of 
God and for the witness they had borne. They cried out with a loud voice, “O Sovereign Lord, holy and 
true, how long before you will judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?” Then they 
were each given a white robe and told to rest a little longer, until the number of their fellow servants and 
their brothers should be complete, who were to be killed as they themselves had been. (Rev. 6:9-11) 

Exactly what Jesus predicted: 

“Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and put you to death, and you will be hated by all nations 
for my name's sake. And then many will fall away and betray one another and hate one another. And 
many false prophets will arise and lead many astray. (Matt. 24:9-11) 

But before all this they will lay their hands on you and persecute you, delivering you up to the 
synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors for my name's sake. This 
will be your opportunity to bear witness. Settle it therefore in your minds not to meditate beforehand how 
to answer, for I will give you a mouth and wisdom, which none of your adversaries will be able to 
withstand or contradict. You will be delivered up even by parents and brothers and relatives and friends, 
and some of you they will put to death. You will be hated by all for my name's sake. But not a hair of your 
head will perish. By your endurance you will gain your lives. (Luke 21:12-19) 

I have said all these things to you to keep you from falling away. They will put you out of the synagogues. 
Indeed, the hour is coming when whoever kills you will think he is offering service to God. And they will 
do these things because they have not known the Father, nor me. (John 16:1-3) 

3. Know this: With each passing year more people are martyred for Jesus Christ than the year before: 
Communism, Islam, Hinduism, Tribal Religions and despotic dictators are killing Christians as never 
before. 

4. Tom Doyle: Killing Christians; p. ix. (Introduction)  

• Forty Egyptian churches burned to the ground 

• House church leaders sentenced to Iran’s infamous Evin prison 



 

RV1611 
 

7 

• Eighty Christians murdered in North Korea for merely owning a Bible 

• Believers nailed to crosses in Syria 

And that’s the news from just one month in 2014. 

After that, it got really bad. In summer 2014, a shocked world witnessed the phenomenal rise of ISIS, 
now known as the Islamic State.  Within weeks, a path of destruction swept through Syria and Iraq, 
leaving unimaginable carnage in its wake.  The brutality of ISIS and its global jihadist agenda is 
reminiscent of the Assyrian Empire in the Old Testament. 

5. These millions of martyrs, now in heaven, are not silent! They are crying out to God for vindication and 
revenge! 

They cried out with a loud voice, “O Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how long before you will judge 
and avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?” (Rev. 6:10) 

6. But, they are robed in the white garments of heaven’s glory and told to “rest for a little longer” until the 
total number of martyrs join them in Heaven.  

a) Then they were each given a white robe and told to rest a little longer, until the number of 
their fellow servants and their brothers should be complete, who were to be killed as they 
themselves had been. (Rev. 6:11) 

b) From Abel to the last one to die for Christ. 

c) The persecution is not over; it’s just begun!  

7. Jesus called this The Great Tribulation: 

For then there will be great tribulation, such as has not been from the beginning of the world until 
now, no, and never will be. And if those days had not been cut short, no human being would be saved. 
But for the sake of the elect those days will be cut short. (Matt. 24:21-22) 

C. The Great Day of Judgment (Rev. 6:12-17) 

1. When Jesus breaks the sixth seal the end of the world comes. 

a) The misery of mankind is brought to an end. 

b) The world breaks apart. 

c) Jesus appears and the men of the world scream in fear. 

2. When he opened the sixth seal, I looked, and behold, there was a great earthquake, and the sun became 
black as sackcloth, the full moon became like blood, and the stars of the sky fell to the earth as the fig 
tree sheds its winter fruit when shaken by a gale. The sky vanished like a scroll that is being rolled up, 
and every mountain and island was removed from its place. Then the kings of the earth and the great 
ones and the generals and the rich and the powerful, and everyone, slave and free, hid themselves in the 
caves and among the rocks of the mountains, calling to the mountains and rocks, “Fall on us and hide us 
from the face of him who is seated on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb, for the great day of 
their wrath has come, and who can stand?” (Rev. 6:12-17) 

3. Classic apocalyptic language for the destruction of this world as the New World arrives.  
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a) When he opened the sixth seal, I looked, and behold, there was a great earthquake, and the 
sun became black as sackcloth, the full moon became like blood, and the stars of the sky fell to 
the earth as the fig tree sheds its winter fruit when shaken by a gale. The sky vanished like a 
scroll that is being rolled up, and every mountain and island was removed from its place. 
(Rev. 6:12-14) 

b) Just as Jesus said it would happen … 

c) Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not 
give its light, and the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens will be 
shaken. Then will appear in heaven the sign of the Son of Man, and then all the tribes of the 
earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power 
and great glory. And he will send out his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather 
his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. (Matt. 24:29-31) 

4. The people involved in the work of the four horsemen will stagger in dismay and cower in fear at the 
sight of Jesus and the Church with Him, whom they persecuted.  

a) Then the kings of the earth and the great ones and the generals and the rich and the powerful, 
and everyone, slave and free, hid themselves in the caves and among the rocks of the 
mountains, calling to the mountains and rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the face of him 
who is seated on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb, (Rev. 6:15-16) 

b) They plead with the crumbling earth to fall on them, rush them to death, bury them alive, 
anything to hide them from the coming Christ. 

c) The great and terrible day of the Lord! 

(1) calling to the mountains and rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the face of him 
who is seated on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb, for the great day of 
their wrath has come, and who can stand?” (Rev. 6:16-17) 

(2) Powerful phrase: the wrath of the Lamb! 

5. This is meant to be a sobering picture of mankind’s future!  

II. THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE SEAL JUDGEMENTS 

1. This chapter is a sobering message.  It is a message of Judgment.  In fact, it is the story of three kinds of 
judgment from God!  Judgment is built into God’s world as proof of the moral order of the creation:  

a) First: Remedial Judgments – the temporal judgments upon the world and mankind designed 
to bring us to the reality of how awful sin is and how horrible our fallen condition truly has 
become: 

(1) False religions, antichrists, war, pestilence, economic injustice, famines, natural 
disasters, crime, holocausts, and “the sword” 

(2) The death pangs of an old dying world. 

(3) The birth pangs of a New World struggling tot be born. 

(4) For many will come in my name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and they will lead many 
astray. And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not 
alarmed, for this must take place, but the end is not yet. For nation will rise 
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against nation, and kingdom against kingdom, and there will be famines and 
earthquakes in various places. All these are but the beginning of the birth pains. 
(Matt. 24:5-8) 

(5) The Four Horsemen are God’s agents of these remedial judgments 

(6) Each are called for – “Come!” – to bring the “wages of sin” (death) upon the 
world in order to drive us to Christ. 

(7) For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus 
our Lord. (Romans 6:23) 

b) Note: This is why these remedial judgments happen again and again and again to mankind, 
over and over again in human history, to break our rebellion and drive us to Christ.  

c) Second: Purifying Judgements on the Church – the persecution and martyrdom always before 
us.  

(1) These violent actions against the Church cause the Church to be more faithful and 
pure.  

(2) Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and put you to death, and you will be 
hated by all nations for my name's sake. And then many will fall away and betray 
one another and hate one another. And many false prophets will arise and lead 
many astray. And because lawlessness will be increased, the love of many will 
grow cold. But the one who endures to the end will be saved. And this gospel of the 
kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the whole world as a testimony to all 
nations, and then the end will come. (Matt. 24:9-14) 

(3) To separate wheat from chaff.  

(4) The Apostates (fall away) from the Elect (endure to the end)  

(5) Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, 
as though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice insofar as you 
share Christ's sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is 
revealed. If you are insulted for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the 
Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. But let none of you suffer as a murderer 
or a thief or an evildoer or as a meddler. Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let 
him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in that name. For it is time for 
judgment to begin at the household of God; and if it begins with us, what will be 
the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of God? And 

“If the righteous is scarcely saved, 
what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?” 

Therefore let those who suffer according to God's will entrust their souls to a 
faithful Creator while doing good. (1 Peter 4:12-19) 

(6) Key: “For it is time for judgment to begin at the household of God … with us!” (v. 
17) 
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(7) You and I are forced to ask ourselves “Am I merely a cultural Christian of 
convenience or am I a true follower of Christ, ready to die for Jesus!”  

(8) The white robes of the martyrs under the alter show that these true believers were 
purified by their martyrdom  

Then they were each given a white robe and told to rest a little longer, until the 
number of their fellow servants and their brothers should be complete, who were 
to be killed as they themselves had been. (Rev. 6:11) 

(9) What color is your robe? 

d) Third: Final Judgment at the Second Coming of Christ. 

(1) When all mankind stands before Jesus on what the Bible calls “the great day of 
wrath” 

for the great day of their wrath has come, and who can stand? (Rev. 6:17) 

(2) Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. From his presence 
earth and sky fled away, and no place was found for them. And I saw the dead, 
great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Then another 
book was opened, which is the book of life. And the dead were judged by what was 
written in the books, according to what they had done. (Rev. 20:11-12) 

(3) Scary? It’s meant to be so. God’s final judgment is not to be taken lightly! 

(4) How much worse punishment, do you think, will be deserved by the one who has 
trampled underfoot the Son of God, and has profaned the blood of the covenant by 
which he was sanctified, and has outraged the Spirit of grace? For we know him 
who said, “Vengeance is mine; I will repay.” And again, “The Lord will judge his 
people.” It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God. (Heb. 10:29-
31)  

(5) The wrath of the Lamb – wow!  

calling to the mountains and rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the face of 
him who is seated on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb, (Rev. 6:16) 

(6) The merciful Jesus, “the Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world” 
(John 1:29) … 

(7) … returns as the Judge of all mankind, full of the wrath of God for all who refuse 
His Gospel and rebel against His Law.  

(8) The wrath of God and Jesus – mentioned 11 times in Revelation. 

(9) The dark side of the Good News of the Gospel. 

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in 
him should not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into 
the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved 
through him. Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not 
believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the 
only Son of God. (John 3:16-18) 
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Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son 
shall not see life, but the wrath of God remains on him. (John 3:36) 

2. I suggest, as your Pastor, your Brother in Christ, and your fellow man who will stand before this 
Judgment Seal with you, that we all – Today, right now, without delay – do these Five things: 

a) One: We purpose, once and for all, to no longer place all our hope, all our joy and all our 
reason for living in this world, because this world is passing away.  

(1) It is dying before our very eyes and cannot be saved! 

(2) Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love 
of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and 
the desires of the eyes and pride of life—is not from the Father but is from the 
world. And the world is passing away along with its desires, but whoever does the 
will of God abides forever. (1 John 2:15-17) 

(3) Stop spoiling your children, living for this temporal success and happiness, 
pouring your soul into your career, pursuing the trinkets and trash of this world.  

(4) Do not put your souls and the souls of your loved ones on a sinking ship, already 
listing badly. 

b) Two: Reckon with this truth: We can never turn America into Utopia.  Our calling is to rescue 
as many souls as we can out of Babylon before the wrath of the Lamb falls on us once for all.  
We must develop a spiritual urgency about our witness, worship and work in this world.  
Jesus is coming soon.  

We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no 
one can work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world. (John 9:4-5) 

So Jesus said to them, “The light is among you for a little while longer. Walk while 
you have the light, lest darkness overtake you. The one who walks in the darkness does 
not know where he is going. While you have the light, believe in the light, that you may 
become sons of light.” (John 12:35-36a) 

for at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children 
of light (Eph. 5:8) 

c) Three: Take seriously the judgment of God and the wrath of the Lamb.  Stop being cool; stop 
being stupid; stop being proud.  God’s holy judgment is coming.  This is nothing to be toyed 
with, ignored or snickered at.  We are not impressed with your pretended lack of fear.  

(1) Judgement is coming; it’s already started. 

(2) Hell is real and waiting for all who are outside of Christ and not in His 
church. 

(3) If you are not a Christian you are storing up wrath for the day of judgement!  

(4) Do you suppose, O man—you who judge those who practice such things and yet do 
them yourself—that you will escape the judgment of God? Or do you presume on 
the riches of his kindness and forbearance and patience, not knowing that God's 
kindness is meant to lead you to repentance? But because of your hard and 



 

RV1611 
 

12 

impenitent heart you are storing up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath when 
God's righteous judgment will be revealed. (Romans 2:3-5) 

d) Four: You may well thinking, “Preacher, are you trying to scare me into heaven?” My 
answer: I most certainly and without a doubt am trying to do just that! 

(1) It is wise, mature and healthy to be afraid of fearful things … 

(2) war, pestilence, wild beasts, famine, persecution, false religion and death! 

(3) And it is even smarter to be afraid of the wrath and judgement of God! 

(4) The fear of hell is a rational man’s prelude to faith in Jesus Christ. 

(5) Jesus said so … 

Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent 
me has eternal life. He does not come into judgment, but has passed from death 
to life. “Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming, and is now here, when the 
dead will hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live … Do 
not marvel at this, for an hour is coming when all who are in the tombs will 
hear his voice and come out, those who have done good to the resurrection of 
life, and those who have done evil to the resurrection of judgment. (John 5:24-
25, 28-29) 

(6) You may not be afraid today, but I tell you this: There will come a day when all 
will tremble in fear; when Jesus comes back to judge the world.  

e) Five: Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and be saved … today … right now … and forever! 

(1) When all has been said and done, in the end, only one thing matters … 

(2) Have I surrendered to Jesus Christ, in faith and repentance, and am I justified in 
His righteousness? 

(3) There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 
(Romans 8:1) 

(4) Is your name written in The Lamb’s Book of Life: a registration of all true 
Believers in Christ?  

(5) Mentioned six times in the Book of Revelation 

• The one who conquers will be clothed thus in white garments, and I will 
never blot his name out of the book of life. I will confess his name before 
my Father and before his angels. (Rev. 3:5) 

• Also it was allowed to make war on the saints and to conquer them. And 
authority was given it over every tribe and people and language and 
nation, and all who dwell on earth will worship it, everyone whose name 
has not been written before the foundation of the world in the book of life of 
the Lamb who was slain. (Rev. 13:7-8) 

• The beast that you saw was, and is not, and is about to rise from the 
bottomless pit and go to destruction. And the dwellers on earth whose 
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names have not been written in the book of life from the foundation of the 
world will marvel to see the beast, because it was and is not and is to come. 
(Rev. 17:8) 

• And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books 
were opened. Then another book was opened, which is the book of life. And 
the dead were judged by what was written in the books, according to what 
they had done. (Rev. 20:12) 

• And if anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was 
thrown into the lake of fire. (Rev. 20:15) 

• But nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone who does what is 
detestable or false, but only those who are written in the Lamb's book of 
life. (Rev. 21:27) 

(6) It is time to register for heaven; only those with a reservation will be allowed in! 

Conclusion: Some may say, “Why such a “morbid” sermon?” I am not being morbid at all, just very honest. 

1. Eugene Peterson: Reversed Thunder; pp. 82 and 81 

a) Who can stand in this world of evil? The Christian can stand.  The chapters are connected in 
another way, by the word seal.  In Revelation 6 the seals are opened by Christ, and the 
unsealings show the contents of history.  The contents are frightful, exceeding the private 
experience of any single person.  In Revelation 7, the unsealings are more than matched by 
sealings that protect persons of faith from the eternal consequences of historical evil.  for no 
evil was permitted until “we have sealed the servants of our God upon their foreheads” (Rev. 
7:3)  

b) “Do not harm the earth or the sea or the trees, until we have sealed the servants of our God 
on their foreheads.” (Rev. 7:3) 

c) Christians, for the most part, are the very persons in our society who can be counted on to 
have no illusions about the depth of depravity in themselves or in the world at large.  No other 
community of people has insisted so consistently through the centuries on calling evil by its 
right name.  No other community has so mercilessly exposed its rationalizations, nor so 
courageously confessed its own complicity.  With admitted exceptions, the faith community 
knows more about what is wrong with the world than any other, and is, at the same time, less 
cynical or despairing about it.   

2. The Gospel of Jesus Christ offers you –  

a) A sealing of the Holy Spirit in grace 

b) A guarantee of forgiveness without the wrath of God 

c) An invitation to become part of God’s people: The church Redeemed 

d) A registration and reservation in the Lamb’s Book of Life 

3. Before the wrath of God, we are offered the mercy of God 

For judgment is without mercy to one who has shown no mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment. 
(James 2:13) 
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4. And this Lord’s Table set before you is proof of God’s invitation to salvation. 

Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the roar of many waters and like 
the sound of mighty peals of thunder, crying out, 

“Hallelujah! 
For the Lord our God 
    the Almighty reigns. 
Let us rejoice and exult 
    and give him the glory, 
for the marriage of the Lamb has come, 
    and his Bride has made herself ready; 
it was granted her to clothe herself 
    with fine linen, bright and pure”— 

for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints. 

And the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of 
the Lamb.” And he said to me, “These are the true words of God.” (Rev. 19:6-9) 


