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Revelation 7:1-8:1     April 10, 2016 AM 
God on the Throne     Revelation 
RV1612          
 

“The Church Triumphant” 

INTRODUCTION: The Book of Revelation does not flow in a strictly chronological order.  

1. There is a general chronological order: from the Churches in Asia Minor circa 100 AD, to the Church in 
heaven in the distant future.  

2. But the sections (visions) of the Book of Revelation do not flow in a chronological order. 

a) For example: The Central Vision of Revelation 12-13 came in history before all the rest of 
what’s depicted in the Book of Revelation.  But Jesus waits until the center of the Book 
(halfway through) to reveal that vision to John.  

b) There are three series of Judgements:  

(1) The Seal Judgements (Rev. 6-7) 

(2) The Trumpet Judgements (Rev. 8-9) 

(3) The Bowl Judgements (Rev. 16) 

c) They depict the same events (God’s Remedial Judgements) but from different perspectives  

(1) The Seal Judgements reflect what Jesus predicted in Matthew 24 

(2) The Trumpet Judgements combine earthly disasters with imagery borrowed from 
Moses’s 10 plagues.  

(3) The Trumpet Judgements reflect, identically, the plagues Moses brought in Egypt 

d) Each set overlaps with the next set; the 7th in number introducing the next set of 7 judgements. 
The Bowl Judgements end the series. 

Then I saw another sign in heaven, great and amazing, seven angels with seven 
plagues, which are the last, for with them the wrath of God is finished. (Rev. 15:1) 

The seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air, and a loud voice came out of the 
temple, from the throne, saying, “It is done!” (Rev. 16:17) 

e) Between each set of Judgments – Seals, Trumpets and Bowls – there is an interlude, which 
brings with it two visions about The Church: 

(1) The Church in Persecution (between Seals and Trumpets) 

The Church’s Witness (between Seals and Trumpets) 

(2) The Church at War (between Trumpets and Bowls) 

The Church in Heaven (between Trumpets and Bowls) 

(3) The Church Victorious (after the Bowls) 

The Church at the Wedding Feast (after the Bowls) 

3. This method of repetition of visions is called recapitulation: 
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a) recapitulate: to summarize and restate the main points of an argument, presentation or 
evidence. 

b) William Hendriksen: More Than Conquerors; p. 26 

Each section gives us a description of the entire Gospel Age, from the first to the second 
coming of Christ, and is rooted in Israel’s history under the old dispensation to which there 
are frequent references. 

c) Why this repetition: To illustrate the importance of these remedial judgments, to point to 
God’s patience with mankind, to teach by repetition. 

d) Bruce Metzger: Breaking the Code; pp. 82-83. 

Like a good teacher, John repeats with kaleidoscopic variety his central conviction that God 
rules and overrules in the affairs of the church and the world.  We might say that John sets up 
several mirrors in which the same objects are reflected from different sides, so that the reader 
cannot fail to take note of them.  At the same time, there does seem to be a certain 
progression.  The seventh in each of the first two series of woes produces another series, 
similar to the previous serious but more terrible.  Following the opening of the seals, the 
second series of trumpets ushers in new disasters, which are blasts of warning, calling men 
and women to repentance.  But the time of the third series, the summons to repentance having 
proved to be unheeded, further judgements are poured out from the bowls of God’s wrath – a 
picture of swift, uninterrupted, and complete punishment.  

4. John does this primarily for us; for our sake. 

a) He wants to prepare the church from Tribulation. 

b) He warns them about coming Persecution 

c) He wants to encourage them to become Overcomers. 

d) He desires to pass on to them Hope and Encouragement for the future. 

e) But he wants to do so with Brutal Honesty. 

5. Bruce Metzger: Breaking the Code; p. 83 

John’s motive for such repetition of woes appears to have been a desire to prepare the church for a 
period of suffering.  Although he is confident that the Lord will come soon and bring deliverance, he does 
not want to delude his readers with hopes that may be premature.  Nothing in the book is more 
remarkable than the grim honesty with which the writer faces the situation before him.  Of course he 
desires to comfort his fellow-sufferers, but he does not comfort them with any false hopes.  Fully 
conscious of the calamities that await it, the church must prepare to meet them undaunted.  

6. But be on your guard. For they will deliver you over to councils, and you will be beaten in synagogues, 
and you will stand before governors and kings for my sake, to bear witness before them. And the gospel 
must first be proclaimed to all nations. And when they bring you to trial and deliver you over, do not be 
anxious beforehand what you are to say, but say whatever is given you in that hour, for it is not you who 
speak, but the Holy Spirit. And brother will deliver brother over to death, and the father his child, and 
children will rise against parents and have them put to death. And you will be hated by all for my name's 
sake. But the one who endures to the end will be saved. (Mark 13:9-13) 
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7. We are now living in that age of Persecution, and everyone is beginning to face that truth.  

a) The bevy of books being written in that last 10 years give evidence that even the media is 
noticing how much Christians are being persecuted – worldwide! 

b) Global War on Christians, by John Allen. 

c) Killing Christians: Living the Faith Where It’s Not Safe to Believe, by Tom Doyle. 

d) Persecuted: The Global Assault on Christians, by Paul Marshall. 

e) Christianophobia: A Faith Under Attack, by Rupert Shortt. 

f) Hostile Environment: Understanding and Responding to Anti-Christian Bias, by George 
Yancey.  

8. Back in 2010 I signed The Manhattan Declaration 

a) Joining with Evangelicals, Roman Catholics and Eastern Orthodox leaders worldwide 

b) In support of (1) the sanctity of life, (2) the integrity of marriage, and (3) religious liberty and 
freedom from persecution  

c) The Manhattan Declaration (p.1) 

Because the sanctity of human life, the dignity of marriage as a union of husband and wife, 
and the freedom of conscience and religion are foundational principles of justice and the 
common good, we are compelled by our Christian faith to speak and act in their defense.  In 
this declaration we affirm: 1) the profound, inherent, and equal dignity of every human being 
as a creature fashioned in the very image of God, possessing inherent rights of equal dignity 
and life; 2) marriage as a conjugal union of man and woman, ordained by God from the 
creation, and historically understood by believers and non-believers alike, to be the most 
basic institution in society and; 3) religious liberty, which is grounded in the character of 
God, the example of Christ, and the inherent freedom and dignity of human beings created in 
the the divine image.  

We are Christians who have joined together across historic lines of ecclesial differences to 
affirm our right – and, more importantly, to embrace our obligation – to speak and act in 
defense of these truths.  We pledge to each other, and to our fellow believers, that no power 
on earth, be it cultural or political, will intimidate us into silence or acquiescence.  It is our 
duty to proclaim the Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ in its fullness, both in season 
and out of season.  May God help us not to fail in that duty.  

9. Now, six years later, I am more convinced than ever that the …  

a) Greatest moral issue of our time is the sanctity of human life, in any form it manifests itself in 
this world. 

b) Greatest spiritual issue of our day is the integrity of marriage, and the clarity of gender 
identity as designed by God and set forth in the Holy Scriptures.  

c) Greatest social issue of our lives is the freedom of religion and the inherent human right to 
worship God as you so believe without the fear of persecution.  
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d) And I will hold to these convictions, speak forth as a minister of the Gospel, and work as an 
American citizen to see that these core human values are preserved, and I will do so for the 
rest of my life! 

10. When we come to Revelation 7 we come to John’s apocalyptic (symbolical) description of the Church 
under persecution.  

11. In the Book of Revelation John informs us that God is judging the world for three reasons: 

a) They worship and serve idols of false gods instead of God the Father. 

b) They reject Jesus Christ and refuse to enter His kingdom by faith. 

c) They are persecuting the Church of Jesus Christ. (Christians)  

12. In the vision John receives in Revelation 7, we find three impactful pictures designed by Jesus to 
strengthen our souls in these violent, immoral, and godless times.  

a) The last part of his second great vision: God on the throne of Heaven (ch.4-7) 

b) The end of the seal judgments. 

c) An interlude to show us why God delays in the sending the final judgement. 

13. Our two goals today: Understand this Vision; Apply it to our lives.  

I. UNDERSTANDING THE VISION OF THE TRIBULATION (Revelation 7:1-14) 

A. Interlude: The Church Sealed (7:1-8) 

1. After this I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding back the four winds of 
the earth, that no wind might blow on earth or sea or against any tree. Then I saw another angel 
ascending from the rising of the sun, with the seal of the living God, and he called with a loud voice 
to the four angels who had been given power to harm earth and sea, saying, “Do not harm the earth 
or the sea or the trees, until we have sealed the servants of our God on their foreheads.” And I heard 
the number of the sealed, 144,000, sealed from every tribe of the sons of Israel: 

12,000 from the tribe of Judah were sealed, 
12,000 from the tribe of Reuben, 
12,000 from the tribe of Gad, 
12,000 from the tribe of Asher, 
12,000 from the tribe of Naphtali, 
12,000 from the tribe of Manasseh, 
12,000 from the tribe of Simeon, 
12,000 from the tribe of Levi, 
12,000 from the tribe of Issachar, 
12,000 from the tribe of Zebulun, 
12,000 from the tribe of Joseph, 
12,000 from the tribe of Benjamin were sealed. (Rev. 7:1-8) 

2. Four Angels appear, standing at the “four corners” of the world: North, South, East, West 

a) They are holding back the winds of destruction. 

After this I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding back the four 
winds of the earth, that no wind might blow on earth or sea or against any tree. (Rev. 7:1) 
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b) Why? Because a fifth angel has instructed them to wait for a season, on account of the 
Church. 

Then I saw another angel ascending from the rising of the sun, with the seal of the living 
God, and he called with a loud voice to the four angels who had been given power to harm 
earth and sea, saying, “Do not harm the earth or the sea or the trees, until we have sealed 
the servants of our God on their foreheads.” (Rev. 7:2-3) 

c) The saints on the earth must be sealed before the end of the world takes place.  

3. This is not a time of respite and peace, but rather a merciful extension of time, giving the world and 
its people time to repent, believe in Christ, and be sealed with the Holy Spirit.  

a) But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand 
years, and a thousand years as one day. The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some 
count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all 
should reach repentance. But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the 
heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up and 
dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it will be exposed. 

Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be in lives 
of holiness and godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, 
because of which the heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies 
will melt as they burn! But according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and a 
new earth in which righteousness dwells.  (2 Peter 3:8-13) 

b) an opportunity for people to be saved (converted) 

c) a season for the church to focus on holiness and godliness. 

4. John is using language from Ezekiel 9 –  

saying, “Do not harm the earth or the sea or the trees, until we have sealed the servants of our God 
on their foreheads.” (Rev. 7:3)  

Then he cried in my ears with a loud voice, saying, “Bring near the executioners of the city, each 
with his destroying weapon in his hand.” And behold, six men came from the direction of the upper 
gate, which faces north, each with his weapon for slaughter in his hand, and with them was a man 
clothed in linen, with a writing case at his waist. And they went in and stood beside the bronze altar. 

Now the glory of the God of Israel had gone up from the cherub on which it rested to the threshold of 
the house. And he called to the man clothed in linen, who had the writing case at his waist. And the 
Lord said to him, “Pass through the city, through Jerusalem, and put a mark on the foreheads of the 
men who sigh and groan over all the abominations that are committed in it.” And to the others he 
said in my hearing, “Pass through the city after him, and strike. Your eye shall not spare, and you 
shall show no pity. Kill old men outright, young men and maidens, little children and women, but 
touch no one on whom is the mark. And begin at my sanctuary.” So they began with the elders who 
were before the house. (Ezekiel 9:1-6) 

5. To be “sealed” has to do with three things, concepts all drawn from the ancient practice of a King or 
Emperor sealing a document –  



 

RV1612 
 

6 

a) Protection: the seal guarded the document against any tampering with the contents.  
Christians are sealed by God’s Holy Spirit and protected from destruction. 

And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of 
redemption. (Eph. 4:30) 

b) Ownership: the seal marked the document as belonging to the King or Emperor. The 
sealing of the Spirit proves we belong to God. 

But God's firm foundation stands, bearing this seal: “The Lord knows those who are 
his,” and, “Let everyone who names the name of the Lord depart from iniquity.” (2 
Tim. 2:19) 

c) Authentication: the seal certified that the message in the document truly came from the 
King or Emperor. Christians are sealed with the Holy Spirit to prove they are genuine 
Christians.  

In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and 
believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, who is the guarantee of 
our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory. (Eph. 1:13-
14) 

6. Although the Tribulation and Persecution we experience in the world may be intense, even leading to 
martyrdom, they cannot snatch us from God’s grace, the love of Christ or the security of the Spirit.  

a) Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or 
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? As it is written,  
“For your sake we are being killed all the day long; we are regarded as sheep to be 
slaughtered.”  
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am 
sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to 
come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 8:35-39) 

b) God the Father protects us. 

c) Christ the Son owns us. 

d) The Spirit of God guarantees our salvation. 

7. Then John heard (does not see) the number of those sealed for God, in Christ, by the Spirit: 144,000 
from every tribe of Israel. 

a) And I heard the number of the sealed, 144,000, sealed from every tribe of the sons of 
Israel: 

12,000 from the tribe of Judah were sealed, 
12,000 from the tribe of Reuben, 
12,000 from the tribe of Gad, 
12,000 from the tribe of Asher, 
12,000 from the tribe of Naphtali, 
12,000 from the tribe of Manasseh, 
12,000 from the tribe of Simeon, 
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12,000 from the tribe of Levi, 
12,000 from the tribe of Issachar, 
12,000 from the tribe of Zebulun, 
12,000 from the tribe of Joseph, 
12,000 from the tribe of Benjamin were sealed. (Rev. 7:4-8) 

b) John lists them; 12,000 per tribe. Another symbolical number. 

(1) 12, symbolical number for the Church (12 OT Patriarchs, 12 NT Apostles)  

(2) Arrived at by multiplying 3x4=12 

(i) 3: symbolical number of the Trinity (God)  

(ii) 4: symbolical number for creation/ world = the 4 corners of the 
earth (7:1) 

(3) 12x12=144; symbolizes OT Church and NT Church 

(4) 10, symbolical number of completeness 

(5) 10x10x10=1,000, the perfect cube, symbolizing completeness of over time. (a 
millennium) 

c) So: 3 x 4 x 12 x 1,000 = 144,000 = all the martyrs for the Lord in OT and NT times.  

d) When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain 
for the word of God and for the witness they had borne. They cried out with a loud voice, 
“O Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how long before you will judge and avenge our blood 
on those who dwell on the earth?” Then they were each given a white robe and told to rest 
a little longer, until the number of their fellow servants and their brothers should be 
complete, who were to be killed as they themselves had been. (Rev. 6:9-11) 

8. Is this Israel? No, it is the Church (OT and NT) known in the Apostolic era as “Israel of God.”  

a) Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say to you, in the new world, when the Son of Man will sit on 
his glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the 
twelve tribes of Israel. (Mt. 19:28) 

b) But a Jew is one inwardly, and circumcision is a matter of the heart, by the Spirit, not by 
the letter. His praise is not from man but from God. (Romans 2:29) 

c) And as for all who walk by this rule, peace and mercy be upon them, and upon the Israel 
of God. (Gal. 6:16) 

d) And if you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's offspring, heirs according to promise. 
(Gal. 3:29) 

9. Question: why is the tribe of Dan left out of the 144,000? There are several conjectures: 

a) The old tradition that the Antichrist would arise from the tribe of Dan. 

b) First Chronicles 4-7 omits the tribe of Dan (but also Zebulun) 

c) The Danites introduced idolatry to Israel in the days of the Judges (?) 
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And the people of Dan set up the carved image for themselves, and Jonathan the son of 
Gershom, son of Moses, and his sons were priests to the tribe of the Danites until the day 
of the captivity of the land. So they set up Micah's carved image that he made, as long as 
the house of God was at Shiloh. (Judges 18:30-31) 

10. The order of the tribes is different from the OT lists because Christ has changed the Church.  Israel 
has been replaced by the Church.  The tribe of Dan has given way to the Gentile converts of the NT 
era. 

11. Here represented in symbolical numbers are all the faithful of the OT and NT Church who were 
witnesses (martyrs) for God and Christ; with, I think, an emphasis on the martyrs of the Lord over 
time.  

B. Heaven: The Church Triumphant (7:9-12) 

1. After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every nation, from 
all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in 
white robes, with palm branches in their hands, and crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs 
to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” And all the angels were standing around the 
throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the 
throne and worshiped God, saying, “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and 
honor and power and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” (Rev. 7:9-12) 

2. John then sees a vast multitude of people – so many they cannot be counted! Billions. 

3. They are in heaven and in glorious form: 

a) They come from the four corners of the earth and every people group of mankind. 

(1) After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, 
from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before 
the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in 
their hands (Rev. 7:9) 

(2) And they sang a new song, saying, 
“Worthy are you to take the scroll 
and to open its seals, for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed 
people for God 
from every tribe and language and people and nation, (Rev. 5:9) 

b) Standing before the throne: in heaven, as in chapter 5  

c) Clothed in white robes: the garments of heaven symbolizing perfect, absolute, sinless 
perfection 

(1) “Come now, let us reason together, says the Lord: 
though your sins are like scarlet, 
they shall be as white as snow; 
though they are red like crimson, 
they shall become like wool. (Isa. 1:18) 

(2) “Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me. And the 
Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple; and the messenger of 
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the covenant in whom you delight, behold, he is coming, says the Lord of 
hosts. But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he 
appears? For he is like a refiner's fire and like fullers' soap. He will sit as a 
refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the sons of Levi and refine 
them like gold and silver, and they will bring offerings in righteousness to the 
Lord. (Malachi 3:1-3) 

(3) Let us rejoice and exult 
and give him the glory, 
for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and his Bride has made herself ready; 
it was granted her to clothe herself with fine linen, bright and pure”— 
for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints. (Rev.19:7-8) 

d) With palm branches in their hand: traditional symbol of triumph, victory, celebration and 
worship (Palm Sunday)  

The next day the large crowd that had come to the feast heard that Jesus was coming 
to Jerusalem. So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, crying 
out, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of 
Israel!” (John 12:12-13) 

e) Joining the Angels in worshipping God for the salvation He sent to them in the Lamb 
(Jesus Christ)  

and crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the 
throne, and to the Lamb!” And all the angels were standing around the throne and 
around the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the 
throne and worshiped God, saying, “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and 
thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” 
(Rev. 7:10-12) 

f) Notice: The Angels join us in the joy of salvation, not over their own redemption, but over 
ours! 

Just so, I tell you, there is joy before the angels of God over one sinner who repents. 
(Luke 15:10) 

4. This number is much greater than the 144,000; which makes me believe it includes the martyrs but is 
more than merely them. 

5. Robert Mounce: Revelation: NICNT; p. 171 

The innumerable multitude includes far more than the 144,000 of the previous vision.  All the faithful 
of every age are there.  Some have been called upon to give their lives as martyrs.  All have been 
prepared to pay the price of fidelity.  The purpose of the vision is to grant a glimpse of eternal 
blessedness to those about to enter the world’s darkest hour.  For a brief period John is privileged to 
look beyond this age to the hour of ultimate triumph. … Without doubt it is one of the most exalted 
portrayals of the heavenly state to be found any where in Scripture.  

6. If you are a true believer in Jesus Christ, and if you remain faithful to Him until death, then you are 
numbered in this vast, glorious, happy multitude.  



 

RV1612 
 

10 

C. Now: The Church Militant (7:13-14) 

1. Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, clothed in white robes, and from where 
have they come?” I said to him, “Sir, you know.” And he said to me, “These are the ones coming out 
of the great tribulation. They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
(Rev. 7:13-14) 

2. One of the 24 elders in heaven asks John to identify who this vast multitude is.  John says, “I don’t 
know, but you do.” 

Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, clothed in white robes, and 
from where have they come?” (Rev. 7:13) 

3. So the Elder tells him, “These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation.  They have washed 
their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb,” (v. 14)  

4. Please notice three things in this description of these saints. 

a) First: the verb is in the present tense: “the ones coming out of the great tribulation.” 
Something happening in the Present … now! 

b) Second: the great tribulation: not something that happens in the last days (or last 7 years 
or 1,000 years) but something happening now.  

c) You and I are living in the Great Tribulation … now!  

(1) I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world 
you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world. (John 
16:33) 

(2) For in those days there will be such tribulation as has not been from the 
beginning of the creation that God created until now, and never will be. And if 
the Lord had not cut short the days, no human being would be saved. But for 
the sake of the elect, whom he chose, he shortened the days. (Mark 13:19-20) 

(3) strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to continue in the 
faith, and saying that through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of 
God. (Acts 14:22) 

d) Third: They have washed their robes in the blood of the Lamb. 

(1) clothed in His righteousness purchased with His blood at Calvary, on the Cross 
(imputation). 

(2) cleansed by the blood of Jesus, from all sin (Baptism) 

(3) through possible martyrdom, or at last great spiritual warfare.  

(4) And they have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of 
their testimony, for they loved not their lives even unto death. (Rev. 12:11) 

5. These are all the saints, both martyrs and faithful witnesses who are not put to death, who were 
faithful to God and loyal to Christ.  

6. Grant R. Osborne: Revelation: ECNT; pp. 324-325. 
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The elder’s answer has two parts.  First he tells John that these are the ones who have come out of 
the great tribulation and that the martyred souls are still in the process of arriving from the terrible 
persecution… As God exerts his wrath upon the evil world in the form of the seals, trumpets, and 
bowls, the world retaliates with its own vengeance against Christ’s followers, resulting in “days of 
distress unequaled from the beginning, when God created the world, until now – and never to be 
equaled again.” This victory through sacrifice is anchored not just in their faithfulness but in the 
final sacrifice of Christ.  The blood is Christ’s “sacrifice of atonement” as well as the ransom 
payment that frees us from sin.  As a result, his blood cleanses us from sin.  Therefore, through their 
faithfulness in the midst of terrible tribulation and the blood of Christ, these redeemed saints washed 
their robes and made them white.   

7. This “Great Tribulation” is again not a special time, after the rapture of the saints, when new 
believers since the rapture are put through great trials.  This tribulation encompasses all history, 
affects the OT Church (Israel) and the NT Church, and is a part of being a Christian in the world, 
until you die, either as a martyr or as a faithful witness.   

8. Philip Edgcumbe Hughes: The Book of Revelation; p. 97 

The great tribulation, by which is signified not some particular period of tribulation, as some 
commentators have supposed, but the awesome totality of tribulation which from century to century 
has been the experience of the people of God.  The perennial hatred of the gospel and the brutal 
attempts to extinguish its light are unparalleled in history.  

II.  APPLYING THE VISION OF THE GREAT TRIBULATION (Rev. 7:15-8:1) 

“Therefore they are before the throne of God, 
and serve him day and night in his temple; 
and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence. 
They shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore; 
the sun shall not strike them, nor any scorching heat. For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be 
their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of living water, and God will wipe away every tear 
from their eyes.”  

When the Lamb opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about half an hour. (Rev. 
7:15-8:1) 

A. There is a Rest Waiting for the People of God (7:15-17) 

1. A marvelous deliverance from hunger, thirst, the heat of the sun, and all the sorrows of the world. 

a) For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to 
springs of living water, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” (Rev 7:17) 

b) He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall 
there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed 
away.” (Rev. 21:4) 

c) So then, there remains a Sabbath rest for the people of God, (Hebrews 4:9) 

2. All that we suffer in this world, for Christ’s sake, as witnesses, worshippers and even martyrs is not 
for naught.  There is an end to sorrow, suffering and the painful sanctification process.  There awaits 
for us a rest in heaven. 
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3. And Jesus Christ will guide us there, protecting our immortal souls along the way:  

a) For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to 
springs of living water, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” (Rev 7:17) 

b) Go on up to a high mountain, 
    O Zion, herald of good news; 
lift up your voice with strength, 
    O Jerusalem, herald of good news; 
    lift it up, fear not; 
say to the cities of Judah, 
    “Behold your God!” 
Behold, the Lord God comes with might, 
    and his arm rules for him; 
behold, his reward is with him, 
    and his recompense before him. 
He will tend his flock like a shepherd; 
    he will gather the lambs in his arms; 
he will carry them in his bosom, 
    and gently lead those that are with young. 
(Isa. 40:9-11) 

c) The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have 
it abundantly. I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 
He who is a hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf 
coming and leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. He 
flees because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. I am the good shepherd. 
I know my own and my own know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; 
and I lay down my life for the sheep. And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I 
must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one 
shepherd. … My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me.  I give them 
eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand. My 
Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them 
out of the Father's hand. I and the Father are one.” (John 10:10-16; 27-30) 

d) The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
    He makes me lie down in green pastures. 
He leads me beside still waters.  
    He restores my soul. 
He leads me in paths of righteousness 
    for his name's sake. 
Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
    I will fear no evil, 
for you are with me; 
    your rod and your staff, 
    they comfort me. 
You prepare a table before me 
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    in the presence of my enemies; 
you anoint my head with oil; 
    my cup overflows. 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 
    all the days of my life, 
and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord 
    forever. (Psalm 23:1-6) 

4. Sometimes our only comfort in life is to belong to Jesus Christ, the Good Shepherd.  Jesus has not 
said, “you won’t suffer.” What he has told us is this: “When you suffer I will be with you.  And I will 
guide you through the Tribulation.  I will bring you safely home to heaven.  Remain with me and we 
will get home, safe and sound.  

I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you will have 
tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world. (John 16:33) 

B. Evil in the World is Contained by Christ (8:1) 

1. When the Lamb opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about half an hour. (Rev. 
8:1) 

2. Why is there silence in heaven? Because of prayer! 

a) When the Lamb opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about half an 
hour. Then I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and seven trumpets were given 
to them. And another angel came and stood at the altar with a golden censer, and he was 
given much incense to offer with the prayers of all the saints on the golden altar before the 
throne, and the smoke of the incense, with the prayers of the saints, rose before God from 
the hand of the angel. (Rev. 8:1-4) 

b) There is power in prayer! 

c) Then the angel took the censer and filled it with fire from the altar and threw it on the 
earth, and there were peals of thunder, rumblings, flashes of lightning, and an earthquake. 
(Rev. 8:5) 

3. Take note of this: In the enumeration of a series of things in Scripture, there is usually a significance 
to the first and last thing on the list.  

a) They Bracket the series of things.  

b) So it is with the 7 seal judgments 

c) The first seal: False Christ’s and pagan religion = the source of all the tribulation in the 
world (sin) 

d) The last seal: The Prayers of the Saints = the antidote to evil in the world. (Power)  

e) But the “last word” on evil is our prayer and Christ’s judgment!  

f) Eugene Peterson: “All evil takes place between that beginning and ending.  Evil is 
contained.  Evil is not minimized, but it is put in its place between Christ and prayer.’ 
(Reversed Thunder; p. 85)  



 

RV1612 
 

14 

g) i.e., Between Christ, the Lord of History, who opens the seals, executes the Decree of 
God, and guides the world to its end …  

h) … and the prayers of the saints in the midst of this Great Tribulation. 

They cried out with a loud voice, “O Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how long before 
you will judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?” (Rev. 6:10) 

When the Lamb opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about half an 
hour. Then I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and seven trumpets were 
given to them. And another angel came and stood at the altar with a golden censer, 
and he was given much incense to offer with the prayers of all the saints on the golden 
altar before the throne, and the smoke of the incense, with the prayers of the saints, 
rose before God from the hand of the angel. (Rev. 8:1-4) 

i) We, you and I, must never underestimate the power of prayer … 

(1) for the sanctity of life and welfare of every person, 

(2) for the integrity of marriage and the future of the family, 

(3) for the freedom of religion, and the persecution of the Church, 

(4) the individual, the family, the church upheld by our prayers.  

j) First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be 
made for all people, for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a 
peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way. This is good, and it is pleasing in 
the sight of God our Savior, who desires all people to be saved and to come to the 
knowledge of the truth. For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and 
men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all, which is the testimony 
given at the proper time. (1 Tim. 2:1-6) 

C. The Church Must Be God’s Faithful Witness in the World 

1. These great evil – seal judgements – all attack the  

a) The sanctity of human life – war, pestilence, violence, murder, etc. 

b) The integrity of the family – famine, economic woes, etc. 

c) The freedom of the church – false Christ’s, pagan religions, persecution, etc.  

2. While we Christian are alive we must speak out, act on behalf of and come to the defense of those 
caught up in all these evils –  

a) Homeless people, especially children, in need of basic necessities 

b) Women enslaved in human trafficking 

c) Immigrants and minorities taken advantage of and oppressed 

d) Older people, ignored and treated without dignity 

e) High School dropouts, headed to a life of poverty and trouble 

f) The victims of abortion – mothers and babies alike 
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g) Prisoners: both those of crime and those of political oppression 

h) G.O.O.D. – waiting for you to get involved 

3. Our American Government, this Administration of Barak Obama, is doing nothing to speak out 
about or use economic, political or military force against all the persecution of religious groups 
(mostly Christian) around the world.  

4. Marshall, Gilbert and Shea: Persecuted: The Global Assault on Christians; pp. 4-5. 

Christians are the single most widely persecuted religious group in the world today.  This is 
confirmed in studies by sources as diverse as the Vatican, Open Doors, the Pew Research Center, 
Commentary, Newsweek and the Economist.  According to one estimate, by the Catholic Bishops’ 
Conferences of the European Community, 75 percent of acts of religious intolerance are directed 
against Christians. This persecution is targeted at all Christian faith traditions from Roman Catholic, 
Orthodox, and Protestant to liturgical, evangelical, and charismatic, including hundreds of small, 
little-known sects.  Christian worship services vary, and traditions are stunningly different, but our 
churches are united in belief in the same Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.  

5. For us to do nothing, say nothing, not pray, not get involved, is Evil. 

Dr. Martin Luther King: Letter from a Birmingham Jail; pp. 30-31 

There was a time when the church was very powerful, in the time when the early Christians rejoiced 
at being deemed worthy to suffer for what they believed.  In those days the church was not merely a 
thermometer that recorded the ideas and principles of popular opinion; it was a thermostat that 
transformed the mores of a society. Whenever the early Christians entered a town, the people in 
power became disturbed and immediately sought to convict the Christians for being “disturbers of 
the peace” and “outside agitators.” But the Christians pressed on, in the conviction that they were 
“a colony of heaven,” called to obey God rather than man.  Small in number, they were big in 
commitment.   They were too God intoxicated to be “astronomically intimidated.” By their effort and 
example they brought an end to such ancient evils as infanticide and gladiatorial contests.  

Things are different now.  So often the contemporary church is a weak, ineffectual voice with an 
uncertain sound.  So often it is an arch defender of the status quo.  Far from being disturbed by the 
presence of the church, the power structure of the average community is consoled by the the church’s 
silent and often even vocal sanction of things as they are.  

But the judgment of God is upon the church as never before.  If today’s church does not recapture the 
sacrificial spirit of the early church, it will lose its authenticity, forfeit the loyalty of millions, and be 
dismissed as an irrelevant social club with no meaning for the twentieth century. Every day I meet 
young people whose disappointment with the church has turned into outright disgust.  

6. What do we have to lose? We are … 

a) sealed by the Holy Spirit for the day of redemption (7:3)  

b) protected by the throne of God the Father (6:9) 

c) guided through this world by Jesus the Good Shepherd (7:17) 

d) with power in both our witness and our prayers!  
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7. I am asking you – personally, every one of you including the children – to write to President Barak 
Obama and appeal respectfully to him to bring the force of American influence and power to put an 
end to the persecution of our brethren around the world.  

8. We have nothing to lose in doing so … except our own –  

a) sanctity of life 

b) integrity of marriage 

c) freedom of religion 

Conclusion: Only two people are in this room today … right now: 

1. Those who are not sealed.  You need to receive Christ and the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

2. Those who are sealed, Christians. You need to speak out for Christ as His witnesses or even His 
martyrs. 

3. I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation. 
But take heart; I have overcome the world. (John 16:33) 


