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PS1607              
 

A Psalm of Trust 

INTRODUCTION: In the Psalter there are different genres in the Psalms.    

1. Genre: a category of artistic, musical, or literary composition characterized by a particular style. 

a) French: Genre; English: Gender; For example 

b) In humans, only two genres: male or female 

c) In film: documentary, film “shorts,” full-length film 

d) In art: Impressionistic, Realism, still life, etc. 

e) In writing: prose, poetry, narrative, historical, etc.  

2. In the Psalms there are several different genres we encounter 

a) Tremper Longman: “Genre refers to a group of texts similar in their mood, content, 
structure or phraseology” (How To Read the Psalms; p. 20) 

b) Longman says that there are 7 Basic Genres: Probably true.  

(1) Hymns (Psalms of Praise) 

• Songs of Zion (46, 48, 76, 84, 87, 122) 

• Liturgical Psalms 

• Hymns of Praise 

• The Egyptian Hallel (Ps. 113-118) 

(2) Laments (Hymns of complaint or sorrow)  

• Personal Laments 

• Corporate Laments 

• Imprecatory Psalms (Enemies) 

• Penitential (Confession) (Pss. 6, 32, 38, 51, 102, 130, 143) 

(3) Thanksgiving Psalms (a type of hymn) (Ps. 100) 

(4) Wisdom Psalms (Teaching; practical living) (Ps. 19) 

(5) Remembrance: Historical Psalms (e.g. 78, 105, 135, etc.) 

(6) Psalms of Trust: confidence in God (Ps. 91) 

(7) Royal Psalms: about God the King (a hymn)  

• Enthronement Psalms (Pss. 47, 73, 95-99) 

• Messianic Psalms (Pss. 2, 22, 45, 72, 100) 
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3. Within the group of Psalms known as Laments and some of the Psalms of Trust; there is a genre known 
as Imprecatory Psalms:  

a) From the word imprecate: to call down or invoke evil or curses on someone or someplace. 

b) There are several Imprecatory Psalms (Pss. 35, 58, 83, 94, 109, etc.) But there are many 
imprecatory verses in the Psalms.  

c) Example: The Imprecatory sentiments in several Psalms …  

(1) Contend, O Lord, with those who contend with me; 
fight against those who fight against me! 
Take hold of shield and buckler 
and rise for my help! 
Draw the spear and javelin 
against my pursuers! 
Say to my soul, 
“I am your salvation!” 
Let them be put to shame and dishonor 
who seek after my life! 
Let them be turned back and disappointed 
who devise evil against me! 
Let them be like chaff before the wind, 
with the angel of the Lord driving them away! 
Let their way be dark and slippery, 
with the angel of the Lord pursuing them! (Ps. 35:1-6) 

(2) O God, break the teeth in their    
       mouths; 
tear out the fangs of the young lions, O Lord! 
Let them vanish like water that runs away; 
when he aims his arrows, let them be blunted. 
Let them be like the snail that dissolves into slime, 
like the stillborn child who never sees the sun. 
Sooner than your pots can feel the heat of thorns, 
whether green or ablaze, may he sweep them away! 
The righteous will rejoice when he sees the vengeance; 
he will bathe his feet in the blood of the wicked. (Ps. 58:6-10) 

(3) Let their own table before them     
become a snare; 
and when they are at peace, let it become a trap. 
Let their eyes be darkened, so that they cannot see, 
and make their loins tremble continually. 
Pour out your indignation upon them, 
and let your burning anger overtake them. 
May their camp be a desolation; 
let no one dwell in their tents. 
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For they persecute him whom you have struck down, 
and they recount the pain of those you have wounded. 
Add to them punishment upon punishment; 
may they have no acquittal from you. 
Let them be blotted out of the book of the living; 
let them not be enrolled among the righteous. (Ps. 69:22-28) 

(4) Oh that you would slay the wicked, O God! 
O men of blood, depart from me! 
They speak against you with malicious intent; 
your enemies take your name in vain. 
Do I not hate those who hate you, O Lord? 
And do I not loathe those who rise up against you? 
I hate them with complete hatred; 
I count them my enemies. (Ps. 139: 19-22) 

d) One Bible scholar found 104 verses in 35 Psalms that were imprecatory thoughts.  

4. To say the least, many Scholars, Pastors and Christians find no place for these Imprecatory Psalms in the 
life or liturgy of the Christian Church:  

a) John Piper states that we should not pray these imprecatory Psalms. 

b) C.S. Lewis, in his book Reflections on the Psalms, speaks strongly against these Psalms (pp. 
20-22)  

(1) In some of the Psalms the spirit of hatred which strikes us in the face is like the 
heat from a furnace mouth.  In others the same spirit ceases to be frightful only by 
becoming (to a modern mind) almost comic in its naivety.  Examples of the first 
can be found all over the Psalter, but perhaps the worst is in 109.  The poet prays 
that an ungodly man may rule over his enemy and that “Satan” may stand at his 
right hand.  

(2) Honestly this is not what David writes in Ps. 109:6 

Be not silent, O God of my praise! 
For wicked and deceitful mouths are opened against me, 
    speaking against me with lying tongues. 
They encircle me with words of hate, 
    and attack me without cause. 
In return for my love they accuse me, 
    but I give myself to prayer. 
So they reward me evil for good, 
    and hatred for my love. 
Appoint a wicked man against him; 
    let an accuser stand at his right hand. (P. 109:1-6) 

(3) Even more devilish in one verse is the, otherwise beautiful, 137 where a blessing is 
pronounced on anyone who will snatch up a Babylonian baby and beat its brains 
out against the pavement.  
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(4) Remember, O Lord, against the Edomites the day of Jerusalem, 
how they said, “Lay it bare, lay it bare, down to its foundations!” 
O daughter of Babylon,  
doomed to be destroyed,  
blessed shall he be who repays you with what you have done to us! 
Blessed shall he be who takes your little ones and dashes them against the rock! 
(Ps. 137: 7-9) 

(5) Even more naively, almost childishly, 139, in the middle of its hymn of praise 
throws in “Wilt though not slay the wicked, O God?” as if it were surprising that 
such a simple remedy for human ills had not occurred to the Almighty.  Worst of 
all in “The Lord is my Shepherd” (23), after the green pasture, the waters of 
comfort, the sure confidence in the valley of the shadow, we suddenly run across 
“Thou shalt prepare a table for me against them that trouble me.” The poet’s 
enjoyment of his present prosperity would not be complete unless those horrid 
Joneses (who used to look down their noses at him) were watching it all and hating 
it.  This may not be so diabolical as the passages I have quoted above; but the 
pettiness and vulgarity of it, especially in such surroundings, are hard to endure.  

(6) One way of dealing with these terrible or (dare we say?) contemptible Psalms is 
simply to leave them alone.  But unfortunately the bad parts will not “come away 
clean”; they may, as we have noticed, be intertwined with the most exquisite 
things.  

(7) i.e., we have to put up with them yet not accept them as God’s Words. 

(8) At the outset I felt sure, and I feel sure still, that we must not either try to explain 
them away or to yield for one moment to the idea that, because it comes in the 
Bible, all this vindictive hatred must somehow be good and pious.  We must face 
both facts squarely.  The hatred is there – festering, gloating, undisguised – and 
also we should be wicked if we in any way condoned or approved it, or (worse 
still) used it to justify similar passions in ourselves.  

c) John Vaughan, in an old book, A Mirror of the Soul: Short Studies in the Psalter, dismissed 
these Imprecatory Psalms as primitive and unevolved. (pp. 113-115)  

It would not be right, even in the briefest and most cursory consideration of the Psalter, to 
pass over in entire silence those aspects of its teaching which seem to fall short of the fuller 
revelation of the New Testament.  In some respects, as we have already seen, notably in that 
of communion with God, the sense of true religion is so sublime that it has never been 
surpassed, save in the life and sayings of our Lord.  But the Psalter is a national collection of 
lyrical poetry, composed by men of widely different character and outlook, and covering a 
long period of Jewish history.  And it would clearly be unreasonable to attempt to seek in so 
varied and heterogeneous an anthology for any uniform standard of ethics or teaching.  

Moreover, it should be remembered that God’s revelation of Himself was a gradual one.  He 
spoke to men as they were able to bear it.  Slowly, and as it were fold by fold, He withdrew the 
veil that obscured his countenance.  
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It will not therefore be a matter of surprise, it need not arise any feelings of misgiving or 
apprehension, if we are called upon frankly to acknowledge that in some respects the spirit of 
the Old Testament is not the spirit of the New, that the ethics of certain of the Psalms are not 
those of the Lord’s Sermon on the Mount.  

And the recognition of it will lift a weight of difficulty and uneasiness from out minds, and 
enable us to accept, with a clearer intellectual perception, the progressive nature of that 
divine revelation which culminated in the incarnation of Jesus Christ.  The main difficulty as 
regards the standard of feeling and morality in the Psalter is undoubtedly the presence of the 
imprecatory or cursing psalms, which has caused much distress and perplexity among 
Christian people.  

d) Peter C. Craigie: Psalms; Vol 19; WBC: p. 41 

The modern reader may find a number of problems, which are broadly identified as 
theological problems, in reading the Book of Psalms and in the attempt to make the 
theological content of the psalms relevant and meaningful.  There are many places in the 
Psalter, particularly in the so-called individual laments, where the sentiments of the psalmists 
seem to be harsh, unloving and vindictive, and they are thus hard to relate to the gospel and 
to Jesus’ injunction that we love even our enemies.  Of many such problematic passages in the 
psalms, there are few more difficult than Ps. 137:8-9, in which the psalmist, crying for 
vengeance, declare the happy estate of those who kill Babylonian babies by dashing them 
upon the rocks.  There are no simple solutions to problems such as these. But these psalms are 
not the oracles of God; they are Israel’s response to God’s revelation emerging from the 
painful realities of human life, and thus they open a window into the soul of the psalmist.  The 
psalmists in ancient times were bound to the same commitment of love for enemies as is the 
modern Christian or Jew, and their expressions of vindictiveness and hatred are not 
“purified” or “holy” simply by virtue of being present in Scripture.  They are the real and 
natural reactions to the experience of evil and pain, and though the sentiments are in 
themselves evil, they are a part of the life of the soul which is bared before God in worship 
and prayer.  

5. Please note: These comments come from Liberal scholars, English Evangelicals (many of whom do not 
believe in the the inerrancy of scripture), and Conservative American pastors.  They have one of two 
things in common:  

a) Either they deny that these Imprecatory parts of the Psalms are truly God’s Word, 

b) Or they are uncomfortable with or warn against both praying and singing these Psalms.  

6. These Imprecatory Psalms are difficult to deal with, understand, and use appropriately.  But I must 
disagree with the sentiments, thoughts and comments of Piper, Lewis, Vaughn and Craigie.  I point out 
these Five Spiritual Realities:  

a) All Scripture is inspired and therefore infallible, and if there are difficult passages in the 
Scriptures I am not qualified or allowed to carve them out of the Bible or treat them as 
uninspired, fallible, “devilish” or “inappropriate.”  
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All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, 
equipped for every good work. (2 Tim. 3:16-17) 

b) Just because I am uncomfortable with Biblical ideas or comments does not mean they are 
inappropriate, irrelevant, or irreverent for our times.  These very verses may be needed to 
stretch my thinking, change my theology and challenge the way I live.  

that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work. (2 Tim. 3:17) 

c) It is always correct to accommodate my theology, religion and spirituality to the Word of 
God, rather than attempt to accommodate God’s Word to my life! God’s ways and words are 
beyond my “pay grade.”  

For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
neither are your ways my ways, declares the Lord. 
For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 
so are my ways higher than your ways 
and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven 
and do not return there but water the earth, 
making it bring forth and sprout, 
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 
it shall not return to me empty, 
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 
and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it. (Isa. 55:8-11) 

d) Some things in Scripture I will never fully understand, and therefore never completely be 
comfortable with.  And some things I simply will not like. But that is what happens when an 
Incomprehensible God makes Himself known to a finite creature in a holy book!  

“The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the things that are revealed belong 
to us and to our children forever, that we may do all the words of this law. (Deut. 
29:29) 

e) I can only do three things with integrity toward God: 

(1) Receive the Word of God as God’s oracles. 

(2) Believe even what I do not understand. 

(3) Yield to (obey) even what I do not like.  

7. Having said all that (sorry to be so “wordy”), I point out to you that Psalm 7 is sometimes considered an 
Imprecatory Psalm.  

a) Personally, I do not think it is. 

b) But it does have imprecatory thought in it.  

Oh, let the evil of the wicked come to an end, 
and may you establish the righteous— 
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you who test the minds and hearts, 
O righteous God! (Ps. 7:9) 

If a man does not repent, God will whet his sword; 
    he has bent and readied his bow; 
he has prepared for him his deadly weapons, 
    making his arrows fiery shafts. 
Behold, the wicked man conceives evil 
    and is pregnant with mischief 
    and gives birth to lies. 
He makes a pit, digging it out, 
    and falls into the hole that he has made. 
His mischief returns upon his own head, 
    and on his own skull his violence descends. 
(Ps. 7:12-16) 

c) Psalm 7 is a Psalm of Trust, with an imprecation against evil men. 

8. Two things we need to do tonight 

a) Understand Psalm 7 

b) Learn how to pray Psalm 7 

 

I. UNDERSTANDING PSALM 7 

1. Psalm 7 has 4 paragraphs and a summary verse at the end (i.e., verse 17) 

a) Commentators do not agree on this hymn’s “stanzas”  

b) Psalm 7 is a hymn: A Shiggaion of David, which he sang to the Lord concerning the words of 
Cush, a Benjaminite (Benjamite).  

c) A superscription with a historical context. 

d) Shiggaion: a musical term; root word (?) 

(1) Used only in Psalm 7 

(2) and in Habakkuk 3:1 

A prayer of Habakkuk the prophet, according to Shigionoth. (Hab 3:1) 

(3) Hebrew: sagah: or err, to stagger, go astray (irregular rhythm)  

(4) Akkadian: sigu to lament (a dirge)  

2. The first stanza is a statement of Trust in God in dangerous situations. 

a) O Lord my God, in you do I take refuge; 
save me from all my pursuers and deliver me, 
lest like a lion they tear my soul apart, 
rending it in pieces, with none to deliver.        (Ps. 7:1-2) 

b) We don’t know the specific circumstances, but 
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c) Psalm 7 mention’s Cush, a Benjamite: a man from the Israelite tribe of Benjamin 

(1) King Saul’s tribe! That tribe always gave David a hard time for “replacing” Saul as 
King.  

(2) Shimei the Benjamite cursed David when he fled from Absalom (2 Samuel 16:5-
14) 

(3) Sheba, the Benjamite led a rebellion against David years after Absalom’s coup (2 
Samuel 20) 

d) This was yet another instance of slanderous, bitter, vengeful and insidious attempts to 
overthrow David, rooted in the Tribe of Benjamin’s resentment of David. 

e) But David knows that God chose him over Saul and he rests in the confidence of God’s 
sovereign will.  

3. In the second stanza David pleads his case: He is a just and innocent man. 

a) O Lord my God, if I have done this, 
    if there is wrong in my hands, 
if I have repaid my friend with evil 
    or plundered my enemy without cause, 
let the enemy pursue my soul and overtake it, 
    and let him trample my life to the ground 
    and lay my glory in the dust. Selah (Ps. 7:3-5) 

b) Note: David is not saying he is a sinless man, but only that in this case he has not done what 
he has been accused of doing: betrayed a friend or brutalized an enemy. 

c) This certainly was what Cush the Benjamite was accusing David of doing.  

d) He asks God to judge him if what Cush was saying was true. 

e) Note: It is not wrong to plead your own innocence or righteousness when, in fact, you are not 
guilty of a particular sin.  

4. The Third Stanza contains the imprecatory verses:  

a) Arise, O Lord, in your anger; 
 lift yourself up against the fury of my enemies; 
awake for me; you have appointed a judgment. 
Let the assembly of the peoples be gathered about you; 
over it return on high. 
The Lord judges the peoples; 
 judge me, O Lord, according to my righteousness 
and according to the integrity that is in me. 
Oh, let the evil of the wicked come to an end, 
and may you establish the righteous— 
you who test the minds and hearts, 
O righteous God! 
My shield is with God, 
who saves the upright in heart. 
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God is a righteous judge, 
and a God who feels indignation every day. 
(Ps. 7:6-11) 

b) David cries for justice, and he has in mind a temporal judgment of God, not the damnation of 
his enemies in hell! 

c) Here’s where C. S. Lewis makes a great contribution to our study of the Psalms.  

(1) There is final (eternal) justice – the preoccupation of the Christian, and … 

(2) There is earthly (temporal) justice – the Psalmist’s preoccupation; the Jew. 

d) James M. Boice: The Psalms: Volume 1; p. 63 

Is it not true that preoccupation with a final, heavenly judgement, at which we hope to be 
acquitted through the work of Christ, has often made us indifferent to the need for justice 
now?  I think it has.  Even more, we have sometimes focused on the importance of a forgiving 
attitude in this life to the detriment of actually working for justice.   

e) I can pray both for the murderer in our city to be caught by the police, tried, found guilty and 
put to death, in order to keep our citizens safe, and, at the same time, ask God to save his soul, 
forgive him myself and visit him in prison, until his execution, as a brother in Christ.  

f) These two prayers are not “unChristian” or incompatible.  

5. Fourth: David, in the next stanza, states what will inevitably happen when wicked men continue to defy 
God and harm others.  

a) If a man does not repent, God will whet his sword; 
    he has bent and readied his bow; 
he has prepared for him his deadly weapons, 
    making his arrows fiery shafts. 
Behold, the wicked man conceives evil 
    and is pregnant with mischief 
    and gives birth to lies. 
He makes a pit, digging it out, 
    and falls into the hole that he has made. 
His mischief returns upon his own head, 
    and on his own skull his violence descends. (Ps. 7:12-16) 

b) Note: This is a statement of fact and not an imprecatory wish or prayer. 

c) In short, evil men make God their enemy and are ruined by their own evil ways (e.g., How 
mafia men kill each other in mob violence; evil destroying evil!) 

d) Notice this: David never prays for personal vengeance.  He always prays for the vindication, 
protection and victory of The Kingdom of God.  

(1) In his case, OT Israel 

(2) He being the earthly leader of God’s people 

(3) A Federal Head praying for the Covenant People.  
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e) David is a Type (Foreshadowing) of Jesus Christ.  

6. Illustration: If Barak Obama were to pray these Imprecatory Psalms to God, concerning  

• Kim Jong-un of North Korea and Communism 

• ISIS: The Islamic State (Persecution of Christians) 

• or the Taliban rebels (terrorism) 

He would rightfully and correctly be asking God to stop evil men, injustice and violence again the people 
he, as President, was responsible for – the U.S. Citizens and their allies.  Even if he prayed these in the 
first person (“I…me… mine…”), he would be doing so as the legitimately elected Federal Head of our 
country.   

7. This is how David prays in these Imprecatory Psalms: As the King of Israel, God’s chosen leader, in a 
covenant with God and His people.  

8. Finally: David ends this Psalm in a proper manner: God’s justice should (and would) result in the honor, 
praise and glory of God.  

I will give to the Lord the thanks due to his righteousness, 
and I will sing praise to the name of the Lord, the Most High. (Psalm 7:17) 

 

II. PRAYING PSALM 7 

1. The Big Question: Can a Christian rightfully pray these imprecatory Psalms? 

2. Answer: Yes, if we remember  

3. First: We must understand these Imprecatory Psalms, and be free of all the false interpretations of them.  

a) These are not the evil things David’s enemies are saying against him.  Not so, these are 
David’s words. (inspired) 

b) These are not merely David’s own sentiments.  The Holy Spirit inspired Psalms 7, 35, 58, 69, 
83, 109, 137, and 139 just as He did Psalm 23, 51, and 91. These are God’s Words too!  

c) These sentiments are not expressions of some inferior spiritual life in OT, not equal to the 
spirituality of the NT. 

(1) The same Holy Spirit inspired both Testaments. 

(2) The same God is God to both Israel and the Church 

(3) Jesus is the fulfillment of the OT in the NT 

(4) And … the NT quotes these imprecatory psalms! 

(5) Psalm 7 is referenced 3 times in the NT: 

• and I will strike her children dead. And all the churches will know that I am he 
who searches mind and heart, and I will give to each of you according to your 
works. (Rev. 2:23) 

• No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish. Or those 
eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam fell and killed them: do you think that 
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they were worse offenders than all the others who lived in Jerusalem? No, I tell 
you; but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish.” (Luke 13:3-5) 

• In all circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish 
all the flaming darts of the evil one; (Eph. 6:16) 

d) These imprecatory Psalms are not aimed at David’s “spiritual foes,” but real people: Cush the 
Benjamite, Absalom’s rebels, Israel’s enemies. 

e) These imprecations are not prophetic statements about God’s judgement of the ungodly.  The 
Psalms are often wishes, pleas and hopes that God will judge evil men – immediately.  

f) These imprecatory statements are not an expression of David’s humanity.  These are divinely 
inspired statements from God.  They are not unspiritual sentiments!  

4. Second: We need to understand the purpose of these Imprecatory Psalms.  

a) They ask for God to establish righteousness on the earth and destroy wickedness. 

b) They desire the honor, praise and glory of God.  

I will give to the Lord the thanks due to his righteousness, 
and I will sing praise to the name of the Lord, the Most High. (Psalm 7:17) 

c) They hope that men will see that God is the judge of the earth, and fear Him. (Reverence 
Him)  

d) They demonstrate and declare that God is sovereign, not evil or evil doers.  God’s goodness 
controls the universe. 

e) They seek to prevent the wicked from enjoying the same blessings as the godly.  This is true 
justice. 

f) They ultimately want to see the wicked seek the Lord, be converted, and become God’s agents 
for good in the world.  

5. Third: We must see these Imprecatory Psalms as grounded in the Covenant of God God made with 
Abraham, Israel and the Church. 

a) The Basis of this Covenant … 

Now the Lord said to Abram, 
“Go forth from your country, 
And from your relatives 
And from your father’s house, 
To the land which I will show you; 
And I will make you a great nation, 
And I will bless you, 
And make your name great; 
And so you shall be a blessing; 
And I will bless those who bless you, 
And the one who curses you I will curse. 
And in you all the families of the earth will be blessed.” (Genesis 12:1-3 NASB) 

b) key: bless those who bless you  
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  – and –  

c) curse those who curse you!  

(1) Let peoples serve you, 
    and nations bow down to you. 
Be lord over your brothers, 

and may your mother's sons bow down to you. 
Cursed be everyone who curses you, 

and blessed be everyone who blesses you!” (Gen. 27:29) 

(2) He crouched, he lay down like a lion 
and like a lioness; who will rouse     him up? 
Blessed are those who bless you, 
and cursed are those who curse    
you.” (Numbers 24:9) 

d) Dr. J. Carl Laney, Western Theological Seminary: A Fresh Look at the Imprecatory Psalms: 
Bibliotheca Sacra, 138 (1981), pp. 35-45 

Because of the unconditional nature of the covenant, its promises and provisions remain in 
force throughout Israel’s existence as a nation.  

On the basis of the unconditional Abrahamic covenant, David had a perfect right, as the 
representative of the nation, to pray that God would effect what He had promised – cursing on 
those who cursed or attacked Israel.  David’s enemies were a great threat to the well-being of 
Israel!  The cries for judgment in the imprecatory psalms are appeals for Yahweh to carry out 
His judgment against those who would curse the nation – judgment in accordance with the 
provisions of the Abrahamic covenant.  

e) Does this apply to the NT Church?  Yes, the Apostles say it does, for they quote Genesis 12:1-
3 and the covenant with Abraham, and apply it to the Church.  

(1) You are the sons of the prophets and of the covenant that God made with your 
fathers, saying to Abraham, ‘And in your offspring shall all the families of the 
earth be blessed.’ God, having raised up his servant, sent him to you first, to bless 
you by turning every one of you from your wickedness.” (Acts 3:25-26) 

(2) Know then that it is those of faith who are the sons of Abraham. And the Scripture, 
foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel 
beforehand to Abraham, saying, “In you shall all the nations be blessed.” So then, 
those who are of faith are blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith. (Gal. 3:7-
9) 

(3) for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith. For as many of you as 
were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there 
is neither slave[a] nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in 
Christ Jesus. And if you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's offspring, heirs 
according to promise. (Gal. 3:26-29) 

(4) And as for all who walk by this rule, peace and mercy be upon them, and upon the 
Israel of God. (Gal. 6:16) 
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6. Fourth: The Imprecatory Psalms point us to the horrible reality of the Cross and God’s victory over sin 
and evil in Jesus Christ. 

a) The curses of sin falling on Christ 

For all who rely on works of the law are under a curse; for it is written, “Cursed be everyone 
who does not abide by all things written in the Book of the Law, and do them.” Now it is 
evident that no one is justified before God by the law, for “The righteous shall live by 
faith.” But the law is not of faith, rather “The one who does them shall live by them.” Christ 
redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us—for it is written, “Cursed 
is everyone who is hanged on a tree”— so that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might 
come to the Gentiles, so that we might receive the promised Spirit through faith. (Gal. 3:10-
14) 

b) God’s great Imprecation is the Gospel’s “Word of the Cross”  

For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it 
is the power of God. (1 Cor. 1:18) 

7.  May we pray these Imprecatory Psalms? Yes, and not only may we do so, but we should do so, in order 
to pray like God, and pray with Christ and pray in the Spirit.  

8.  Stanley Gale: Pastor of Westchester Ref. Pres. Church; “Praying the Imprecatory Psalms”: Breakpoint; 
Aug. 15, 2008. (“God’s Hard Words”) 

The imprecations of the Psalms disturb us.  They should.  They must.  But for the right reasons.  Not 
because we are offended, but because God is.  They must be part of our prayer life.  When God directs 
you in prayer through the imprecations of the psalms or other portions of the Bible, they should spur you 
on:  

1. to pray for the salvation of those you love without God and without hope in this world.  

2. to pray for your witness to Jesus Christ as God’s only refuge from the wrath to come. 

3. to rejoice in your salvation and give God thanks for His undeserved, unexpected, unmerited 
mercy to you. 

4. to express awe and wonder to God for the transaction of the cross, where God’s love and justice 
collide. 

5. to cry out for the Day of the Lord, “Come, come quickly, Lord Jesus.” 

Conclusion: When do I pray these Imprecatory Psalms? …  

1. When the abortion industry continues to slaughter millions of children in the womb, around the world, 
every week.  

2. When ISIS goes into a village in Syria, Iraq or anywhere else, and slaughters men, women, children who 
believe in Christ, and burns their churches. 

3. When North Korea executes people simply for owning a Bible and tortures Christian pastors.  

4. When Christians are crucified in Syria, Sudan, or elsewhere. 

5. When the rising tide of Christless thinking, Godless laws, and immoral culture threatens the souls of our 
grandchildren. 
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6. These Imprecatory Psalms are our modern prayers against the assault on Christianity around the 
world today!  

7. Dietrich Bonhoeffer has written one of the best books on the Psalms: Prayerbook of the Bible  

a) Published in Nazi Germany in 1940 

b) The last book written by Bonhoeffer 

c) Because he wrote on the Jewish Psalms, the Nazi’s forbid him to ever publish anything again! 
(March, 1940) 

d) That same year, on July 14, 1940 Bonhoeffer joined the Abwehr – Military Intelligence Office 
for the Nazi Regime. 

e) Under the guise of this employment, Bonhoeffer worked to sabotage the Nazi war effort, and 
entered into the plot to kill Adolf Hitler … 

f) … which eventually led to his arrest on April 5, 1944, 

g) He was executed a year later, on April 9, 1945 … 

h) … 26 days before the war ended in Germany! 

8. Dietrich Bonhoeffer prayed these prayers against Nazi Germany and Adolf Hitler. 

9. Here is the final thing he wrote in Prayerbook of the Bible, in the last book he wrote. 

No part of the Psalter causes us greater difficulty today than the so called psalms of vengeance.  With 
shocking frequency their thoughts penetrate the entire Psalter.  How can we call down God’s vengeance 
upon our enemies with these psalms?  The question is therefore: Can the imprecatory psalms be 
understood as the Word of God for us and as the prayer of Jesus Christ? Can we pray these psalms as 
Christians? The enemies referred to here are enemies of God’s cause, who lay hands on us because of 
God.  Therefore it is nowhere a matter of personal conflict.  Nowhere do those who pray these psalms 
want to take revenge into their own hands; they leave vengeance to God alone.  God’s vengeance did not 
fall on the sinners, but on the only sinless one, the son of God, who stood in the place of sinners.  Jesus 
Christ bore the vengeance of God, which the psalm asks to be carried out.  So the psalm of vengeance 
leads to the cross of Jesus and to the love of God that forgives enemies.  I cannot forgive the enemies of 
God by myself, only the crucified Christ can; and I can forgive through him.  I pray the psalm of wrath in 
the certainty of its wonderful fulfillment; I leave the vengeance in God’s hands and pray for the carrying 
out of God’s justice to all enemies.  

Even today I can believe God’s love and forgive enemies only through the cross of Christ, through the 
carrying out of God’s vengeance.  The cross of Jesus applies to everyone.  Whoever opposes him – 
whoever corrupts the word from the cross of Jesus, on whom God’s vengeance had to be executed – must 
bear the curse of God either now or later.  The New Testament speaks with great clarity, and in no way 
differs here from the Old Testament, about this curse that falls on those who hate Christ; but the New 
Testament speaks in addition about the joy of the Christian community on the day when God will carry 
out the final judgment.  In this way the crucified Jesus teaches us to pray truly the psalms of wrath.  

10. “War Psalms of the Prince of Peace,” one writer calls them; the prayers that accompany the wrath of the 
Lamb!  
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11. They are part of the Prayerbook of the Bible; they are God’s Word; Jesus prayed them, so if I am to pray 
with Christ the prayer of God I must learn to pray, with honest if not with comfort, these prayers for the 
Victory of God over evil. 

12. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. (Matt. 6:13) 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 


