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Revelation 10:1-11    April 24, 2016 AM 
God on the Throne     Revelation 
RV1614          
 

“The Little Scroll” 

INTRODUCTION: The Book of Revelation is a Book of Visions … 

1. It is like the Books of Daniel, Ezekiel and Zechariah; with portions of Joel, Isaiah and other prophetic 
statements also being apocalyptic in style.  

a) Called apocalyptic Books (apocalypse) 

b) from the Greek apocalypto: apocalupto: to reveal, to disclose, to unveil (apocalupsis: 
revelation) 

c) The opening words of the Book of Revelation: Apokolupsis Jesou Christou … 

d) Apocalypse: The complete and final destruction of the world, especially as described in the 
Book of Revelation; an event involving destruction or damage on an awesome or catastrophic 
scale.  

e) Literature focusing on the end times (Eschatology)  

2. Apocalyptic literature is full of visions, dreams, symbolic numbers, imagery and portents.  A genre of 
Biblical literature.  

3. It is very important to interpret a biblical book consistently with its genre, e.g., 

a) The Poetry of the Psalms or Song of Solomon 

b) The Epistles as didactic or teaching material (letters) 

c) The Gospels as selective biography 

d) Esther as historical narrative 

e) Proverbs and Ecclesiastes as Wisdom Literature 

4. Allow me to illustrate how important this can be –  

a) Turn to the Song of Solomon – a love poem, written by Solomon about one of his wives. 

b) Solomon writes this about the beautiful young girl with whom he is in love …  

Behold, you are beautiful, my love, 
    behold, you are beautiful! 
Your eyes are doves 
    behind your veil. 
Your hair is like a flock of goats 
    leaping down the slopes of Gilead. 
Your teeth are like a flock of shorn ewes 
    that have come up from the washing, 
all of which bear twins, 
    and not one among them has lost its young. 
Your lips are like a scarlet thread, 
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    and your mouth is lovely. 
Your cheeks are like halves of a pomegranate 
    behind your veil. 
Your neck is like the tower of David, 
    built in rows of stone; 
on it hang a thousand shields, 
    all of them shields of warriors. 
Your two breasts are like two fawns, 
    twins of a gazelle, 
    that graze among the lilies. 
Until the day breathes 
    and the shadows flee, 
I will go away to the mountain of myrrh 
    and the hill of frankincense. 
You are altogether beautiful, my love; 
    there is no flaw in you. (Song of Sol. 4:1-7) 

Your lips drip nectar, my bride; honey and milk are under your tongue; the fragrance of your 
garments is like the fragrance of Lebanon. (Song of Solomon 4:11) 

Your neck is like an ivory tower.  Your eyes are pools in Heshbon, by the gate of Bath-rabbim.  
Your nose is like a tower of Lebanon, which looks toward Damascus. (Song of Solomon 7:4) 

c) What young man would not desire to date this dark-haired, brown-eyed, petite, slender, rosy-
cheeked, tall, pearly-teethed, noble young woman? 

d) But … if you translate Solomon’s love poem literally, here’s what the Shulamite girl looked 
like! (slide) 

5. So … Pastors and people need to avoid hermeneutical silliness … 

a) i.e., interpretive silliness … 

b) when they come to the Book of Revelation. 

c) Carson, Moo and Morris: An Introduction to the NT; pp. 478-479 

The Writers of apocalypses usually use extensive symbolism in their historical reviews.  The 
kind of eschatology found in these books (though not confined to them) is then called 
apocalyptic.  It is characterized by a dualistic conception of history: the present world, with 
its sin, rebellion against God, and persecution of God’s people, is sharply contrasted with the 
world to come, when God will intervene to establish his kingdom.  It takes only a casual 
acquaintance with Revelation to see that it possesses many of the features just described.  Its 
message comes through visions given by angels.  It is communicated through extensive use of 
symbols, strongly contrasts this world with the world to come, and looks for deliverance in the 
near future.  In his consciousness of inspiration and of the authority that he assumes, John is 
truly a prophet.  But prophecy makes use of the forms current in Jewish apocalypse.  We may 
best view Revelation, the as a prophecy cast in an apocalyptic mold and written down in a 
letter form.  
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6. So, the images, the symbols, and the visions in Revelation all interrelate and take on a prophetic role of 
predicting things to come, while not trying to exactly describe what is to come.  

7. Bruce M. Metzger: Breaking the Cods; p. 66 

a) We must remember that the objects and events seen in a vision are not physically real. Such 
things seen in a vision are not physically present. 

b) like Ezekiel’s vision of the Valley of Dry Bones … 

c) or Peter’s dream about the sheet from Heaven, filled with all kinds of animals to eat … 

d) or Daniel’s vision of the Four Great Beasts … 

e) So too, in the book of Revelation the descriptions are not descriptions of real occurrences, but 
of symbols of the real occurrences.  The intention is to fix the reader’s thought, not upon the 
symbol, but upon the idea that the symbolic language is designed to convey.  

8. We Evangelicals always get in trouble when we either 

a) take the vision, the symbolical numbers or the imagery literally, or …  

b) attempt to affix to these prophetic visions our own contemporary events. 

c) Example: The book The Late, Great Planet Earth by Hal Lindsey, so popular in the late 
1970’s 

d) Or … The Last Day of Prophecy conference by Doug Batchelor 

• The Secret Cycle of Prophecy 

• The Lost Day of History: Discover the forgotten day in time that will be the center 
point of the last days.  Knowing this one thing will make all the difference in your life!  

• Treasures From the Golden Ark: The inner sanctum of an ancient temple holds the key 
to deciphering Armageddon and the world’s last warning before the Apocalypse!  

e) Weirdness … silliness … embarrassing foolishness that discredits true Christianity, casts 
shadows of doubt over the Bible, and makes people avoid the Revelation of John.   

9. Revelation is a rich, informative, artistically written and very encouraging book for those who read it 
properly and embrace its message.  

Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear, and 
who keep what is written in it, for the time is near. (Rev. 1:3) 

10. In Revelation 10:1-11, we come to a Second Interlude.  

a) Remember: these interludes come between the seal, trumpet, and bowl judgments 

b) And these interludes always picture the Church, in one or two symbolical pictures. 

c) After the Seal Judgments the First Interlude (Rev. 7) set forth the image of the Church as 

(1) The Church sealed during the great tribulation 

(2) The Church triumphant in heaven 
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d) Now, after the Trumpet Judgment comes a Second Interlude (Ch. 10-11), where the Church 
is pictured 

(1) As possessing a small scroll (10) 

(2) As two Faithful Witnesses who are martyred (11)  

11. Bruce M. Metzger: Breaking the Code; p. 67 

Between the sounding of the sixth and seventh trumpets there is another pause (10:1-11:14). Just as there 
was an interlude before the breaking of the seventh seal, so now there is an interlude before the sounding 
of the seventh trumpet.  The purpose of the interlude in each of the cycles of seven seems to be largely 
dramatic.  With the completion of the sixth in each series we hold our breath in anticipation of the end.  
But this dramatic writer does not allow the end to come with such rapidity.  Each time he makes us wait 
before we see the seventh of the series.  

12. We turn now to the “Little Scholl” given to John (and the Church), and seek to understand and apply its 
“bittersweet” message. 

I. UNDERSTANDING THE VISION OF THE LITTLE SCROLL (10:1-7) 

A. The Angel and the Little Scroll (10:1-7) 

1. Then I saw another mighty angel coming down from heaven, wrapped in a cloud, with a rainbow over 
his head, and his face was like the sun, and his legs like pillars of fire. He had a little scroll open in 
his hand. And he set his right foot on the sea, and his left foot on the land, and called out with a loud 
voice, like a lion roaring. When he called out, the seven thunders sounded. And when the seven 
thunders had sounded, I was about to write, but I heard a voice from heaven saying, “Seal up what 
the seven thunders have said, and do not write it down.” And the angel whom I saw standing on the 
sea and on the land raised his right hand to heaven and swore by him who lives forever and ever, 
who created heaven and what is in it, the earth and what is in it, and the sea and what is in it, that 
there would be no more delay, but that in the days of the trumpet call to be sounded by the seventh 
angel, the mystery of God would be fulfilled, just as he announced to his servants the prophets. (Rev. 
10:1-7) 

2. The first “paragraph” in the ESV and the Greek text  

3. John sees another mighty (strong) angel appear in this third vision he has (chs. 8-11). 

a) “another mighty angel,” the second since his second vision. 

(1) Then I saw in the right hand of him who was seated on the throne a scroll 
written within and on the back, sealed with seven seals. And I saw a mighty 
angel proclaiming with a loud voice, “Who is worthy to open the scroll and 
break its seals?” (Rev. 5:1-2) 

(2) Then I saw another mighty angel coming down from heaven, wrapped in a 
cloud, with a rainbow over his head, and his face was like the sun, and his legs 
like pillars of fire. He had a little scroll open in his hand. And he set his right 
foot on the sea, and his left foot on the land, and called out with a loud voice, 
like a lion roaring. When he called out, the seven thunders sounded. (Rev. 
10:1-3) 
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b) Notice: Both mighty angels are dealing with “scrolls” 

c) Both angels shout out “with a loud voice” 

d) This link between these two “mighty angels” – the only two times such phrase occurs in 
the Book of Revelation … 

e) … indicates a connection of similarity between the Scroll in God’s hand and the little 
scroll in the angel’s hand.  

f) Greg Beale: Revelation: NIGTC; p. 522: “… this angel is the first of several links 
between this chapter and chapter 5.  The link indicates that the revelation here will be 
similar to the revelation in chapter 5”  

g) more integration, connection, overlap and recapitulation.  

4. Because of the way the Angel is described, some commentators think he is Jesus Christ. (After all 
angelos, in Greek, means “messenger”) 

a) Then I saw another mighty angel coming down from heaven, wrapped in a cloud, with a 
rainbow over his head, and his face was like the sun, and his legs like pillars of fire. He 
had a little scroll open in his hand. And he set his right foot on the sea, and his left foot on 
the land, and called out with a loud voice, like a lion roaring. When he called out, the 
seven thunders sounded. (Rev. 10:1-3) 

b) I saw in the night visions, 
and behold, with the clouds of heaven 
there came one like a son of man, 
and he came to the Ancient of Days 
and was presented before him. (Dan. 7:13) 

c) He has a rainbow over his head; like God in Revelation 4 

d) His face was like the sun and his legs like pillars of fire, like Jesus in Chapter 1… 

e) and in the midst of the lampstands one like a son of man, clothed with a long robe and 
with a golden sash around his chest. The hairs of his head were white, like white wool, 
like snow. His eyes were like a flame of fire, his feet were like burnished bronze, refined in 
a furnace, and his voice was like the roar of many waters. In his right hand he held seven 
stars, from his mouth came a sharp two-edged sword, and his face was like the sun 
shining in full strength. (Rev. 1:13-16) 

5. But this is not Jesus. It is “another” angel; not the person of the Godhead known as the Son of God 
or Son of Man. 

a) In Daniel an angel is described with the same imagery John uses here … 

b) I lifted up my eyes and looked, and behold, a man clothed in linen, with a belt of fine gold 
from Uphaz around his waist. His body was like beryl, his face like the appearance of 
lightning, his eyes like flaming torches, his arms and legs like the gleam of burnished 
bronze, and the sound of his words like the sound of a multitude. (Dan. 10:5-6) 

c) These angels reflect the glory of God and Christ, from whose presence they come, to give 
us revelation. 
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d) This Angel resembles the Shekinah Glory which guided Israel throughout its 40 years in 
the wilderness. 

e) Greg Beale: Revelation: NIGTC; pp. 524-525 

The point of the reference to God’s presence with Israel in the wilderness is that the same 
divine presence is to protect and guide the faithful witnesses of the new Israel in the 
wilderness of the world, as the following chapters reveal.  The allusion to the rainbow and 
the wilderness theophany is an echo of God’s faithfulness in carrying out his covenants, 
and here it anticipates the angel’s affirmation that God will again be faithful in executing 
his covenantal plan for all of history.  

6. This Angel’s strong presence is meant to assure us that God will protect us, guide us, provide for us, 
and be faithful to us in this wilderness called “the world.” 

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, 
that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his 
marvelous light. Once you were not a people, but now you are God's people; once you had not 
received mercy, but now you have received mercy. Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and 
exiles to abstain from the passions of the flesh, which wage war against your soul. (1 Peter 
2:9-11) 

Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as though 
something strange were happening to you. But rejoice insofar as you share Christ's sufferings, 
that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed. If you are insulted for the 
name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. (1 
Peter 4:12-14) 

7. This Angel has in his hand a little scroll 

a) a complement to Christ’s Big Scroll (Rev 5) 

b) Note their difference: Christ’s scroll is sealed closed, while the Angel’s scroll is open. 

He had a little scroll open in his hand. And he set his right foot on the sea, and his left 
foot on the land, (Rev. 10:2) 

8. This little Scroll is what God reveals to us: The things He chooses to show us. 

a) i.e. the scroll is opened to us 

b) John is borrowing imagery from Ezekiel again 

“But you, son of man, hear what I say to you. Be not rebellious like that rebellious 
house; open your mouth and eat what I give you.” And when I looked, behold, a hand 
was stretched out to me, and behold, a scroll of a book was in it. And he spread it 
before me. And it had writing on the front and on the back, and there were written on 
it words of lamentation and mourning and woe. (Ezekiel 2:8-10) 

9. But the Angel also tells John that some of the scroll cannot be known to him, the Church or the 
world!  

a) He had a little scroll open in his hand. And he set his right foot on the sea, and his left foot 
on the land, and called out with a loud voice, like a lion roaring. When he called out, the 
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seven thunders sounded. And when the seven thunders had sounded, I was about to write, 
but I heard a voice from heaven saying, “Seal up what the seven thunders have said, and 
do not write it down.” (Rev. 10:2-4) 

b) The Angel calls out to the seven thunders.  What are these?  

c) Most probably the voice of God, which is often likened to thunder. 

d) Now I watched when the Lamb opened one of the seven seals, and I heard one of the four 
living creatures say with a voice like thunder, “Come!” (Rev. 6:1) 

e) “thunder” is mentioned 10 times in Revelation. 

f) Also, thunder is part of a repeated description in Revelation of God’s Presence, likened to 
Mount Sinai and the giving of the Ten Commandments.  

(1) On the morning of the third day there were thunders and lightnings and a thick 
cloud on the mountain and a very loud trumpet blast, so that all the people in 
the camp trembled. Then Moses brought the people out of the camp to meet 
God, and they took their stand at the foot of the mountain. Now Mount Sinai 
was wrapped in smoke because the Lord had descended on it in fire. The smoke 
of it went up like the smoke of a kiln, and the whole mountain trembled greatly. 
And as the sound of the trumpet grew louder and louder, Moses spoke, and 
God answered him in thunder. (Ex. 19:16-19) 

(2) Then the angel took the censer and filled it with fire from the altar and threw it 
on the earth, and there were peals of thunder, rumblings, flashes of lightning, 
and an earthquake. (Rev. 8:5) 

(3)  Then God's temple in heaven was opened, and the ark of his covenant was 
seen within his temple. There were flashes of lightning, rumblings, peals of 
thunder, an earthquake, and heavy hail. (Rev. 11:19) 

g) Seven Thunders are drawn from the Seven Voices of God in Psalm 29 

Ascribe to the Lord, O heavenly beings, 
ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 
Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; 
worship the Lord in the splendor of holiness. 
The voice of the Lord is over the waters; 
the God of glory thunders, 
the Lord, over many waters. 
The voice of the Lord is powerful; 
the voice of the Lord is full of majesty. 
The voice of the Lord breaks the cedars; 
the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon. 
He makes Lebanon to skip like a calf, 
and Sirion like a young wild ox. 
The voice of the Lord flashes forth flames of fire. 
The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; 
the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 
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The voice of the Lord makes the deer give birth 
and strips the forests bare, 
and in his temple all cry, “Glory!” 
The Lord sits enthroned over the flood; 
the Lord sits enthroned as king forever. 
May the Lord give strength to his people! 
May the Lord bless his people with peace! (Ps. 29:1-11) 

10. John actually hears what the Thunders say, and is about to write it down, until the Mighty Angel 
directs him otherwise –  

a) And when the seven thunders had sounded, I was about to write, but I heard a voice from 
heaven saying, “Seal up what the seven thunders have said, and do not write it down.” 
(Rev. 10:4) 

b) Secret things reserved for God and His Angels, and the Apostle, but not for us! 

c) Similar to St. Paul’s experience … 

I must go on boasting. Though there is nothing to be gained by it, I will go on to visions 
and revelations of the Lord. I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up 
to the third heaven—whether in the body or out of the body I do not know, God knows. 
And I know that this man was caught up into paradise—whether in the body or out of the 
body I do not know, God knows— and he heard things that cannot be told, which man may 
not utter. (2 Cor. 12:1-4) 

d) The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the things that are revealed belong to us 
and to our children forever, that we may do all the words of this law. (Deut. 29:29) 

11. Douglas Kelly: Revelation; p. 196. 

There are many things that God will not tell his beloved, blood-bought church beforehand.  He keeps 
us in the dark about several things.  It is not unlike the status of your own life when you get saved.  
God does not tell you whether you will get married at such a time or enter this profession, or live this 
long, what your health will be like, or how many children you will have.  All that is fixed, but it is 
known only to God.  The fact that he knows it does not remove your responsibility or the 
meaningfulness of your actions and your choices, for all these things are in his plan.  But how long 
we shall live, or what our lot will be is not our business.  Similarly, there are many things about the 
future of the church in world history that God simply will not tell us.  

12. Then the Great Messenger raises his hand in an oath to heaven, sworn in the Name of God, to not 
delay in bringing about the final trumpet judgement – the return of Christ and the Great White 
Throne Judgment 

And the angel whom I saw standing on the sea and on the land raised his right hand to heaven 
and swore by him who lives forever and ever, who created heaven and what is in it, the earth 
and what is in it, and the sea and what is in it, that there would be no more delay, but that in 
the days of the trumpet call to be sounded by the seventh angel, the mystery of God would be 
fulfilled, just as he announced to his servants the prophets. (Rev. 10:5-7) 

13. But what is in this little scroll? (That is the second part of this vision)  
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B. The Apostle John and the Little Scroll (10:8-11) 

1. Then the voice that I had heard from heaven spoke to me again, saying, “Go, take the scroll that is 
open in the hand of the angel who is standing on the sea and on the land.” So I went to the angel and 
told him to give me the little scroll. And he said to me, “Take and eat it; it will make your stomach 
bitter, but in your mouth it will be sweet as honey.” And I took the little scroll from the hand of the 
angel and ate it. It was sweet as honey in my mouth, but when I had eaten it my stomach was made 
bitter.  And I was told, “You must again prophesy about many peoples and nations and languages 
and kings.” (Rev. 10:8-11) 

2. The Angel tells John to do the weirdest thing: Eat the Scroll!  

a) Then the voice that I had heard from heaven spoke to me again, saying, “Go, take the 
scroll that is open in the hand of the angel who is standing on the sea and on the land.” So 
I went to the angel and told him to give me the little scroll. And he said to me, “Take and 
eat it; it will make your stomach bitter, but in your mouth it will be sweet as honey.” (Rev. 
10:8-9) 

b) i.e., he is to ingest God’s prophecies; to assimilate the Word into his life; to make God’s 
plans his own.  

c) The same thing Ezekiel was commanded to do! 

“But you, son of man, hear what I say to you. Be not rebellious like that rebellious 
house; open your mouth and eat what I give you.” And when I looked, behold, a hand 
was stretched out to me, and behold, a scroll of a book was in it. And he spread it 
before me. And it had writing on the front and on the back, and there were written on 
it words of lamentation and mourning and woe. And he said to me, “Son of man, eat 
whatever you find here. Eat this scroll, and go, speak to the house of Israel.” So I 
opened my mouth, and he gave me this scroll to eat. And he said to me, “Son of man, 
feed your belly with this scroll that I give you and fill your stomach with it.” Then I ate 
it, and it was in my mouth as sweet as honey. (Ezekiel 2:8-3:3) 

The Spirit lifted me up and took me away, and I went in bitterness in the heat of my 
spirit, the hand of the Lord being strong upon me. And I came to the exiles at Tel-abib, 
who were dwelling by the Chebar canal, and I sat where they were dwelling. And I sat 
there overwhelmed among them seven days. (Ezekiel 3:14-15) 

d) a “bittersweet” Word from God. 

3. Sweet to the taste; bitter in the stomach 

a) And I took the little scroll from the hand of the angel and ate it. It was sweet as honey in 
my mouth, but when I had eaten it my stomach was made bitter.  And I was told, “You 
must again prophesy about many peoples and nations and languages and kings.” (Rev. 
10:10-11) 

b) The Word of God is sweet when we take it in … 

(1) Oh, taste and see that the Lord is  good! 
Blessed is the man who takes refuge in him! (Ps. 34:8) 

(2) How sweet are your words to my taste, 
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        sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
Your testimonies are my heritage forever, 
for they are the joy of my heart. (Ps. 119:103,111) 

(3) Your words were found, and I ate them, 
    and your words became to me a joy 
     and the delight of my heart, 
     for I am called by your name, 
     O Lord, God of hosts. (Jer. 15:16) 

(4) And he humbled you and let you hunger and fed you with manna, which you 
did not know, nor did your fathers know, that he might make you know that 
man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by every word that comes from 
the mouth of the Lord. (Deut. 8:3) 

(5) quoted by Jesus in Matthew 4:4 … 
c) But the Word of God can be bitter as well, when the consequences of God’s Truth run 

into our fallen world and our sinful lives.  

(1) It is often distasteful to us (we don’t want to do it) 

(2) It can be painful – like a stomach-ache 

(3) And it can even upset us – like nausea 

d) The key to understanding this little scroll is this sweetness – bitterness combination.  

4. John is told to speak this Word (Little Scroll) to the world.  

a) And I was told, “You must again prophesy about many peoples and nations and languages 
and kings.” (Rev. 10:11) 

b) the nations of the world described as peoples and nations, and languages and kings 
(nations)  

c) Repeated in the Book of Revelation Seven Times:  

And they sang a new song, saying, 
“Worthy are you to take the scroll 
    and to open its seals, 
for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God 
    from every tribe and language and people and nation, (Rev. 5:9) 

After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every 
nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before 
the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, (Rev. 7:9) 

And I was told, “You must again prophesy about many peoples and nations and languages 
and kings. (Rev. 10:11) 

For three and a half days some from the peoples and tribes and languages and nations 
will gaze at their dead bodies and refuse to let them be placed in a tomb (Rev. 11:9) 

Also it was allowed to make war on the saints and to conquer them. And authority was 
given it over every tribe and people and language and nation (Rev. 13:7) 
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Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal gospel to proclaim to 
those who dwell on earth, to every nation and tribe and language and people. (Rev. 14:6) 

And the angel said to me, “The waters that you saw, where the prostitute is seated, are 
peoples and multitudes and nations and languages. (Rev. 17:15) 

5. A message for both the Church and the World: Before Jesus comes again many people will taste the 
sweetness of the Gospel and be saved, but also the bitterness of a world under judgement.  

6. This Scroll is the Word of Witness ... 

a) Illustrated in chapter 11 (Two Martyrs) 

b) Explained in chapter 12 (The Cosmic Warfare) 

7. This is a bitter sweet Word to the Church (Charles Erdman: Revelation; p. 99) 

a) It will be a joy to receive the revelation of divine purposes and to anticipate the blessings 
in store for the people of God, but it will be bitter to receive the predictions of the 
persecution and distress which the church is to endure.  To him the word of God was 
sweet, but he found much of bitterness in proclaiming the message to his people.  

b) The Sweetness of the Word of Redemption 

c) The Bitterness of the Word of Tribulation 

d) Saying that through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God. (Acts 14:22) 

8. This is the bitter-sweet Word of the Gospel to the Non Christian (Eugene Peterson: Reversed 
Thunder; pp. 109-110) 

a) God’s word is sweet to the taste, like honey in the mouth.  But – and this is the irony of the 
sweet word of witness – the word is often not received but rejected, and the witness of the 
word experiences in the pit of the stomach the bitterness of rejection. Every witness 
experiences the polarity of sweetness and bitterness.  The word is sweet when it is 
received from God; it is bitter when it is rejected by others.  It is irresponsible to describe 
the work of witness as all sweetness.  

b) The Sweetness of grace, forgiveness, love, adoption, justification in Christ.  

c) The Bitterness of repentance, dying to self, living for God, holiness and service to others.  

d) And calling the crowd to him with his disciples, he said to them, “If anyone would come 
after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. For whoever would 
save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake and the gospel's will save it. 
For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world and forfeit his soul? (Mark 8:34-36) 

9. This is the bitter-sweet Word of God to the Whole World (Robert Mounce: Revelation: NICNT; p. 
217) 

a) The prophecy relates to many peoples and nations.  It is the final act in the great drama of 
God’s creative and redemptive activity.  The meaning of history comes into sharp focus at 
the end point in time.  John’s mission is to lay bare the forces of the supernatural world 
which are at work behind the activities of men and nations.  His prophecy is the 
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culmination of all previous prophecies in that it leads on to the final destruction of evil 
and the inauguration of the eternal state.  

b) The Sweetness of a promise of a New World when Jesus returns. 

c) The Bitterness of the great judgment when Jesus returns 

d) If anyone hears my words and does not keep them, I do not judge him; for I did not come 
to judge the world but to save the world. The one who rejects me and does not receive my 
words has a judge; the word that I have spoken will judge him on the last day. (John 
12:47-48) 

10. And neither an Angel from heaven, nor an Apostle of Christ, or the Church of God has the right, the 
option or the authority of changing what’s on this Little Scroll! 

 

II. APPLYING THE VISION OF THE LITTLE SCROLL 

* I would make five crucial observations and applications here … 

A. First: We cannot save ourselves or our loved ones – especially our children – from the bitter with the 
sweet! 

1. The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the things that are revealed belong to us and to our 
children forever, that we may do all the words of this law. (Deut. 29:29) 

2. Don’t try.  Helicopter Moms, indulgent Dads, spoiling grandparents, indulgent teachers or grace-only 
Pastors … Don’t even try!  

3. God’s ordained will for all of us, every person ever to be born, is to taste the bitter with the sweet. 

a) Repentance and Faith 

b) Holiness and Adoption 

c) Law and Grace 

d) Obedience and Forgiveness 

4. We cannot continue to feed our kids (ourselves) a diet of spiritual cotton candy because it will 
produce malnourished souls unable to face the difficult things of life, Kingdom, God!  

5. You can’t be safe, secure and happy all the time and live in the real world as a functional adult.  Life 
is fallen; life is tough; life is unjust, unkind and unprincipled. Life can be mean!  

6. Hear me: In going through the bitter you learn to taste the sweet.  In suffering through sin – your 
own and other’s – you learn to taste grace.  A life where everything is easy is not a life of grace; it’s 
a life of being smothered.  

7. Learn the sweetness of grace by pushing through the bitterness of sin, and come to know that Jesus 
Christ will protect, provide for and guide you!  

8. No more anemic Christians existing of a diet of spiritually sweet cotton candy. 

B. Second: The only way to survive and thrive during these last days is to eat the little scroll of God’s Word. 

1. i.e., you must become a person of The Word of God.  
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2. May I define “cotton candy” for you? Cotton Candy is a life built around the voracious consumption 
of TV and Cinema; sports and recreation; iPhone, Facebook and Internet; trips to the shopping mall 
and then to the Beach/ Mountains; fun with friends, lots of toys; success in business and sex that 
always wins.  But no place in your diet for the Bible, going to Church, witnessing to others, or service 
or mission.  

3. When the last days hit with a frightening force – and they will; we can’t stop the inevitable – “Cotton 
Candy Christians” fold! Jesus said so!  

And then many will fall away and betray one another and hate one another. And many false 
prophets will arise and lead many astray. And because lawlessness will be increased, the love 
of many will grow cold. But the one who endures to the end will be saved. (Matt. 24:10-13) 

4. Illustration: If you want to build up your natural immunity to the pollen, allergens and seasonal 
irritants, you merely consume, on a daily dose Honey produced by local bees and sold by area 
merchants.  The little, daily, successive ingestion of local honey (the sweet) prepares you for the 
season of bitter allergies. 

5. So it is with the Word of God, daily, weekly, successive taken into your soul and ingested into your 
spirit.  

How sweet are your words to my taste, 
sweeter than honey to my mouth! (Ps. 119:103) 

The law of the Lord is perfect, 
    reviving the soul; 
the testimony of the Lord is sure, 
    making wise the simple; 
the precepts of the Lord are right, 
    rejoicing the heart; 
the commandment of the Lord is pure, 
    enlightening the eyes; 
the fear of the Lord is clean, 
    enduring forever; 
the rules of the Lord are true, 
    and righteous altogether. 
More to be desired are they than gold, 
    even much fine gold; 
sweeter also than honey 
    and drippings of the honeycomb. 
Moreover, by them is your servant warned; 
    in keeping them there is great reward.  
(Ps. 19:7-11) 

C. Third: The Church must not change the bittersweet message of the Gospel, for in doing do they rob the 
world of salvation.  

1. The sweet of the Gospel is grace.  Everybody loves this. 

2. The bitterness of the Gospel is death to self (sin). Everybody hates that. 
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3. But without sweet Faith and bitter repentance no one can be saved! Crucifixion and Resurrection go 
together in Christ and the gift of salvation.  

a) how I did not shrink from declaring to you anything that was profitable, and teaching you 
in public and from house to house, testifying both to Jews and to Greeks of repentance 
toward God and of faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. (Acts 20:20-21) 

b) About this we have much to say, and it is hard to explain, since you have become dull of 
hearing. For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you 
again the basic principles of the oracles of God. You need milk, not solid food, for 
everyone who lives on milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, since he is a child. 
But solid food is for the mature, for those who have their powers of discernment trained by 
constant practice to distinguish good from evil. Therefore let us leave the elementary 
doctrine of Christ and go on to maturity, not laying again a foundation of repentance from 
dead works and of faith toward God, (Heb. 5:11-6:1) 

c) But God's firm foundation stands, bearing this seal: “The Lord knows those who are his,” 
and, “Let everyone who names the name of the Lord depart from iniquity.”       (2 Tim. 
2:19) 

d) I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. 
And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave 
himself for me. (Gal. 2:20) 

4. I ask you this morning: Have you eaten the bitter by repenting of your sins, and then taken in the 
sweet by placing your trust in Jesus Christ for salvation?  

5. Here me: I am not authorized to change this message for you because, if I could, I would do you a 
disservice.  We can change the message to our liking so that it always tastes sweet, but that won’t 
change the bitter reality of sin, righteousness and judgment.  

And when he comes, he will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and 
judgment: concerning sin, because they do not believe in me; concerning righteousness, 
because I go to the Father, and you will see me no longer; concerning judgment, because the 
ruler of this world is judged. (John 16:8-11) 

D. Fourth: This little scroll informs us as to why God allows evil, suffering and tribulation to exist in His 
world.  

1. Part of that answer is a mystery: It is sealed from us and only God knows why.  

And when the seven thunders had sounded, I was about to write, but I heard a voice from 
heaven saying, “Seal up what the seven thunders have said, and do not write it down.” (Rev. 
10:4) 

2. But we know this much: Sufferings in this life are designed to drive us to Jesus Christ and the grace 
of God.  

3. Suffering always has these two affects –  

a) It drives some people to Jesus Christ for salvation – as it did for me … sweetness. 

b) Or it drives people away from God, in bitterness, as it does for millions of others.  
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4. Which of these two choices have you made? 

E. Finally: The bitterness has been born by Jesus Christ, for you, so that you might live in the sweetness of 
God.  

1. Christ took up the bitterness of the Cross – God’s judgment on your and my sin – so that the wrath of 
God might pass over us.  

2. Jesus drank the bitter cup of God’s judgment for our sake!  

a) “Now is my soul troubled. And what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? But for 
this purpose I have come to this hour. (John 12:27) 

b) So Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword into its sheath; shall I not drink the cup that the 
Father has given me?” (John 18:11) 

c) They gave me poison for food, 
and for my thirst they gave me sour wine to   drink. (Ps. 69:21) 

d) And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lema 
sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” And some of the 
bystanders, hearing it, said, “This man is calling Elijah.” And one of them at once ran 
and took a sponge, filled it with sour wine, and put it on a reed and gave it to him to drink. 
(Matt. 27:46-48) 

3. The bitter wine of God’s judgement on our sins –  

a) For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might 
bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, (1 Peter 3:18) 

b) Bitter suffering, death and punishment of innocent Jesus. 

c) Sweet ransom, resurrection and forgiveness for guilty you and me.  

4. Now is the time to receive Christ’s gift of redemption before you face the wrath of God, drink from 
your own biter cup, and experience death forever.  

Therefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry. I speak as to sensible people; judge for yourselves 
what I say. The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a participation in the blood of Christ? 
The bread that we break, is it not a participation in the body of Christ? (1 Cor. 10:14-16) 

5. “I speak to sensible people,” receive Christ today and escape the bitterness yet to come upon the 
whole world!  

Working together with him, then, we appeal to you not to receive the grace of God in vain. 
For he says, 

“In a favorable time I listened to you, 
    and in a day of salvation I have helped you.” 

Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day of salvation. (2 Cor. 6:1-2) 


