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Psalm 8      April 24, 2016 PM 
Prayerbook of the Bible           Prayer/Psalms 
PS1608              
 

The Majesty of God 

INTRODUCTION: Back in the mid – 1980’s Christian contemporary music was just beginning to grow in 
popularity.  

1. The big-name and popular voices in this burgeoning music industry were Steve Green, Amy Grant, 
Michael Card, Keith Green and a host of others. 

2. And one of these singers became known as “The Voice”: Sandi Patty.  

3. And, perhaps her biggest hit was “How Majestic is Your Name”: an upbeat, repetition of Psalms 8’s 
refrain (c.1981) 

“O Lord, Our Lord, How majestic is your 
Name in all the earth (twice) 
O Lord, we praise your name 
O Lord, we magnify you name,  
Prince of Peace, Mighty God, 
O Lord God almighty!”  

4. How Majestic Is Your Name was written by Michael W. Smith but made into a blockbuster by Sandi 
Patty. 

5. That little “praise chorus” can be found in most contemporary hymnals today! (e.g., The Hymnal For 
Worship and Celebration, #30) 

6. This little Psalm of David has had a rich legacy of use in the OT and NT churches. 

7. It forms the last evening hymn in the four pairs of morning and evening Psalms: Pss. 1 and 2; Pss. 3 and 
4; Pss. 5 and 6, and then Pss. 7 and 8.  

8. Elmer A. Leslie rightly calls this lovely Psalm “The Symphony of the Heavens” (The Psalms: 
Translated and Interpreted in the Light of Hebrew Life and Worship, p. 131) 

Ps. 8 is a hymn of the night.  The psalmist has an awed appreciation of what every nature lover in 
Palestine felt, the living beauty of an Oriental night.  There is a universal quality in the psalm, for there 
are no national limits to the God whose glory fills heaven and earth.  And when the psalmist deals with 
“man” as he does in verse 4, it is not man as Israelite that he has in mind, but man as man, a universal.  
The most distinctive thing in this psalm is the revelation of God in nature, and it is this which determines 
its classification.  At the same time it heightens the importance of the psalm when we note that it has a 
most appropriate worship setting in the Festival of Tabernacles.  This is implied by its central theme, the 
creation of the world.  The Festival of Tabernacles, with which Israel’s New Year coincides, is the 
festival of the renewal of creation.  The psalm, like Ps. 134, is a vigil liturgy, appropriate for a night 
service in connection with that festival par excellence of Israel.  Just such a night service in the Temple, 
participated in by the pilgrims to the Festival of Tabernacles with gladness of heart, is described in the 
book of Isaiah:   

Ye shall have a song in the night  
As when a holy feast is observed. (30:29) 
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9. In the history of hymnody, the Church has gone through several phases of sacred music.  We are 
introducing these to Christ Covenant on Sunday mornings: 

a) Early Church, Medieval Church, Reformation, Puritan Age, the Great Awakenings, the 
Evangelical Renaissance, Jesus Movement and Contemporary hymn-writers (e.g., the Gettys, 
etc.)  

b) One thing I’ve noticed about hymn-writing: As we move through time in the Evangelical 
Church, we seem to have more and more hymns about Jesus, grace, salvation, love, 
forgiveness, justification, “the blood,” adoption, and emotional devotion to God.  

c) But there are fewer and fewer hymns about three themes historically present and powerful in 
Hymnody. 

(1) Sanctification (and the place of the Church in the Christian life) 

(2) The Second Coming of Christ 

(3) Creation: hymns that celebrate common grace, God’s creation and general 
revelation. 

10. Why is this so? Our hymns always reflect the breadth and depth of our personal experiences and day-to-
day faith.  

a) We live in an age of unbridled and cheap grace – sentimental, emotional, “sloppy” love. 

(1) Really … permissiveness 

(2) without intending any offense: Effeminate Christianity 

(3) love, adoption, personal relationship, forgiveness, friendship, justification, etc. 

(4) “my heart” is mentioned more in hymns today than ever before.  

b) We do not like holiness because it involves the law and self-denial.  And so, we live in an age 
with a Low View of the Church – God’s chief instrument of sanctification! 

c) We are worldly: caught up in the here and now – the saeculum. We are secular saints.  So the 
thought of Christ’s Second Coming does not resonate well with us …  

(1) It means the end of this world we so dearly love 

(2) It means a judgment for all our sins.  No more grace! 

(3) It means that all or worldly pursuits will be burned to nothing. 

(4)  Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the 
love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh 
and the desires of the eyes and pride of life—is not from the Father but is from the 
world. And the world is passing away along with its desires, but whoever does the 
will of God abides forever. (1 John 2:15-17) 

d) We don’t write hymns about Creation any more because we’ve all been tainted by Evolution, 
and our faith (celebration) in God the Creator has been gutted. 

(1) Darwinian Evolution – there is no God. 

(2) Theistic Evolution – there is a God who’s not Creator. 
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(3) Evangelical Evolution – A Creator God who uses the impersonal process of natural 
selection.  

11. I personally think all this is very sad.  I believe in the God who is … 

a) First and for most God the Creator. 

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. (Gen. 1:1) 

b) And Jesus was my Creator before He was my redeemer!  

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through him, and without him 
was not any thing made that was made. (John 1:1-3) 

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For by him all things 
were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or 
dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for 
him. And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together. (Col. 1:15-17) 

c) Only then does God Become Savior and Christ the Redeemer; Christ invades the fallen 
creation to reclaim it. 

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; 
behold, the new has come. All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to 
himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was 
reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and 
entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. (2 Cor. 5:17-19) 

d) So, Jesus forms the Church to sanctify me and prepare me for glory.  The Church, like an ark, 
will carry me home to heaven.  

For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might 
bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, in which he 
went and proclaimed to the spirits in prison, because they formerly did not obey, when 
God's patience waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which 
a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through water. Baptism, which 
corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an 
appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, (1 
Peter 3:18-21) 

e) And, the climax of this Creation-Redemption-Sanctification story is, the Second Coming of 
Christ!  

Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! The one sitting on it is called 
Faithful and True, and in righteousness he judges and makes war. His eyes are like a 
flame of fire, and on his head are many diadems, and he has a name written that no 
one knows but himself. He is clothed in a robe dipped in blood, and the name by which 
he is called is The Word of God. And the armies of heaven, arrayed in fine linen, white 
and pure, were following him on white horses. From his mouth comes a sharp sword 
with which to strike down the nations, and he will rule them with a rod of iron. He will 
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tread the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God the Almighty. On his robe and on 
his thigh he has a name written, King of kings and Lord of lords. (Rev. 19:11-16) 

f) And so … Creation returns to God’s original design! 

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had 
passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, 
coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her 
husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place 
of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God 
himself will be with them as their God. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, 
and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain 
anymore, for the former things have passed away.” And he who was seated on the 
throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this down, for 
these words are trustworthy and true.” (Rev. 21:1-5) 

12. How can we worship, and sing, and pray as Christians, and not sing songs about the glory, beauty, 
wonder and blessing of God’s great creation! 

13. When my mother first began to take me to church, at the age of 4 or 5, I began to hear the sweet and 
melodious sound of hymns sung in the church.  And the first hymn I can remember remains one of my 
favorite hymns to this day:  

a) A medieval hymn (just written in Latin) (4th Century)  

b) Based on the creedal formula Te Deum 

c) Copied into German by Ignace Franz, ca. 1774 

d) Translated into English by Clarence A Walworth, in 1853 

14. This majestic hymn is Holy God, We Praise Your Name 

1. Holy God, we praise Thy Name; 
Lord of all, we bow before Thee! 
All on earth Thy scepter claim, 
All in Heaven above adore Thee; 
Infinite Thy vast domain, 
Everlasting is Thy reign. 
 
2. Hark! the loud celestial hymn 
Angel choirs above are raising, 
Cherubim and seraphim, 
In unceasing chorus praising; 
Fill the heavens with sweet accord: 
Holy, holy, holy, Lord. 
 
3. Lo! the apostolic train 
Join the sacred Name to hallow; 
Prophets well the loud refrain, 
And the white robed martyrs follow; 
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And from morn to set of sun, 
Through the Church the song goes on. 
 
4. Holy Father, Holy Son, 
Holy Spirit, Three we name Thee; 
While in essence only One, 
Undivided God we claim Thee; 
And adoring bend the knee, 
While we own the mystery. 
 
5. Thou art King of glory, Christ: 
Son of God, yet born of Mary; 
For us sinners sacrificed, 
And to death a tributary: 
First to break the bars of death, 
Thou has opened Heaven to faith. 
 
6. From Thy high celestial home, 
Judge of all, again returning, 
We believe that Thou shalt come 
In the dreaded doomsday morning; 
When Thy voice shall shake the earth, 
And the startled dead come forth. 
 
7. Therefore do we pray Thee, Lord: 
Help Thy servants whom, redeeming 
By Thy precious blood out-poured, 
Thou hast saved from Satan’s scheming. 
Give to them eternal rest 
In the glory of the blest. 
 
8. Spare Thy people, Lord, we pray, 
By a thousand snares surrounded: 
Keep us without sin today, 
Never let us be confounded. 
Lo, I put my trust in Thee; 
Never, Lord, abandon me. 

15. The Christian faith – from creation to Second Coming – expressed in a majestic, old, Godward hymn!  

I. UNDERSTANDING PSALM 8 

A. The Glory of God in Heaven (Ps. 8:1-2) 

1. The Psalm has an inclusio – the same verse opens and closes the Psalm (English: inclusion): 

a) O Lord, our Lord, 
how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
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      (Ps. 8:1a) 

b) Hence: everything in between the inclusio follows that Theme and gives evidence of this 
truth. 

c) O Lord, our Lord, 
how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
(Ps. 8:9) 

d) Derek Kidner: “It is the theme of the whole Psalter in miniature.” (Psalms 1-72: TOTC; 
p. 66)  

2. The name of someone is the the incarnation of all that person was or is.  And names elicit certain 
responses. 

a) Example: Judas, Adolf Hitler, Osama Bin Laden, Mao, etc.  

b) Or conversely: Paul, Winston Churchill, Ronald Reagan, Mother Teresa. 

c) The Names of God tell us a great deal about Him 

(1) YHWH: Yahweh (Jehovah): “I am who I am” 

(2) Jehovah Jireh: Jehovah will provide 

(3) El Shaddai: God almighty 

(4) Adonai: Lord 

3. To honor God’s name is to honor God – to worship Him properly: 

You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, for the Lord will not hold him 
guiltless who takes his name in vain. (Ex. 20:7) 

4. David addresses God as “Jehovah, our Lord” 

a) YHWH: I am  

b) Adonai: Lord, Ruler, Governor 

c) In later Judaism the Rabbis and Levites become so extreme in their desire to honor the 
name of God and obey the third commandment that they became silly. 

d) Every time they saw the word YHWH they said or put in parenthesis beside it Adonai – 
“Lord”  

e) In NASB or ESV translations if you see  

• LORD the Hebrew reads YHWH 

• Lord the Hebrew reads Adonai 

f) Later when the Masoretes, who copied down the OT texts (Books), came to the word 
YHWH they supplied the vowels from the word adonai, creating the word/name  
J-A-H-O-V-A-H (Jehovah)  

g) David does not resort to Rabbinic silliness but says openly and reverently: “O YHWH our 
Lord…” 

h) James M. Boice: Psalms: Volume 1; p.68 
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There is none of this belabored piety with David.  Jehovah is his God.  So he begins with 
that name, maintaining that Jehovah is so majestic and his glory so great that the latter is 
“above the heavens.” 

5. God’s glory has been “set … above the heavens” 

a) i.e., in heaven among the Angels of God, who worship Him continually, and reflect His 
awesome glory. 

b) Creation does not begin with us … 

c) The Angels were made first, and for heaven, not earth. 

6. David then sates that God is sovereign and glorious over all the creation: Angels, me, creation and all 
creatures.  

a) from the greatest creature: Angels 

b) to the littles creature: babes (suckling) infants 

O Lord, our Lord, 
how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
You have set your glory above the heavens. 
Out of the mouth of babies and infants, 
you have established strength because of your foes, 
to still the enemy and the avenger.  
(Ps. 8:1-2) 

7. How so? Because of the glorious work of God in creation …  

a) Yours, O Lord, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the victory and the 
majesty, for all that is in the heavens and in the earth is yours. Yours is the kingdom, O 
Lord, and you are exalted as head above all. (1 Chron. 29:11) 

b) The earth is the Lord's and the fullness thereof, 
the world and those who dwell therein, 
for he has founded it upon the seas 
and established it upon the rivers.  

(Ps. 24:1-2)  

8. John Goldingay: Psalms 1-41; Vol. 1; p. 156 

The context suggests that this is more than a hyperbole.  It indicates recognition that God is greater 
than all created reality and is in authority over it and over all other supernatural powers.  Yhwh’s 
majestic might is a present reality because of a past assertion of it.  It goes back to the way God 
created the world.  

9. Men (mature adults) will ignore, deny or explain away Gods creation.  They don’t like this doctrine 
because … 

a) If God created them He owns them.  They are not their own. 

b) If God made them they are creatures.  They are not gods. 

c) And Genesis 3:5-6 proves this …  
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For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, 
knowing good and evil.” So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that 
it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took 
of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. 
(Gen. 3:5-6) 

d) So “educated people” prefer evolution 

10. But not children! Not babes and (suckling/ nursing) infants. 

a) From the mouth of infants and nursing babes You have established strength 
Because of Your adversaries, 
To make the enemy and the revengeful cease. (Ps. 8:2 NASB) 

b) They naturally believe in God, see themselves as too little to be a god, and like the beauty 
of God’s creation. 

c) Jesus quotes this verse in Matthew 21:14-16 

And the blind and the lame came to him in the temple, and he healed them. But when 
the chief priests and the scribes saw the wonderful things that he did, and the children 
crying out in the temple, “Hosanna to the Son of David!” they were indignant, and 
they said to him, “Do you hear what these are saying?” And Jesus said to them, “Yes; 
have you never read, 

“‘Out of the mouth of infants and nursing babies 
      you have prepared praise’?”  

(Matt. 21:14-16)(LXX) 

11. Children believe in God, love Him and admit they need Him. This is why Jesus said:  

At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven?” And calling to him a child, he put him in the midst of them and said, “Truly, I say to 
you, unless you turn and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 
Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. (Matt. 18:1-
4) 

Then children were brought to him that he might lay his hands on them and pray. The 
disciples rebuked the people, but Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me and do not 
hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of heaven.” (Matt. 19:13-14) 

12. They have to be taught, and brainwashed, and shamed by Parents, Pastors and Educators to believe 
in evolution instead of God’s creation.  

13. Jesus gives us a sober warning about stealing away a child’s love and devotion to God their creator.  

Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, but whoever causes one of these 
little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to have a great millstone 
fastened around his neck and to be drowned in the depth of the sea. (Matt. 18:5-6) 

14. Here is the truth all genuine faith begins with – Children’s Catechism #5 

Q. Why should you glorify God? 

A. Because he made me and takes care of me.  
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B. The Glory of God in The Creation (Ps. 8:3-4) 

1. When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, 
the moon and the stars, which you have set in place, 
what is man that you are mindful of him, 
and the son of man that you care for him? (Ps. 8:3-4) 

2. Some believe that this may have been David’s earliest or first Psalm, written when he was a teenage 
shepherd.  

3. On some brilliant moonlit night, as he gazes at the stars while tending his father Jesse’s flocks, he 
marvels at both  

a) the beauty and vastness of the solar systems in space. 

b) When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, 
the moon and the stars, which you have set in place, (Ps. 8:3) 

c) How huge, seemingly infinite, they are. 

4. And he feels so utterly and finitely little: he’s just one person gazing up into a sky with billions of 
stars – each one the center of light and energy for a solar system like ours!  

a) Billions upon billions of Milky Ways! 

b) with who knows how many other worlds like ours! 

c) And he is one fragile soul looking at it all!  

5. He is deeply touched that, in the midst of keeping a mind-boggling universe in proper order, God 
loves him and thinks of him …  

a) every hour of every day! 

b) what is man that you are mindful of him, 
      and the son of man that you care for him?  
      (Ps. 8:4) 

6. Perhaps this is the true basis for human beings’ preference for the myth of evolution: They can’t 
believe (accept) the idea that the eternal, infinite and transcendent God cares for them … as a person 
… all the time! 

7. But this is the story of Creation … 

Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion over 
the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and 
over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 

So God created man in his own image, 
    in the image of God he created him; 
    male and female he created them. 

And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue 
it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living 
thing that moves on the earth.” And God said, “Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed 
that is on the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit. You shall have them for food. 
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And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the heavens and to everything that creeps on the 
earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. 
And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good. And there was evening and 
there was morning, the sixth day. (Gen. 1:26-31) 

When no bush of the field was yet in the land and no small plant of the field had yet sprung up—for 
the Lord God had not caused it to rain on the land, and there was no man to work the ground, and a 
mist was going up from the land and was watering the whole face of the ground— then the Lord God 
formed the man of dust from the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man 
became a living creature. And the Lord God planted a garden in Eden, in the east, and there he put 
the man whom he had formed. And out of the ground the Lord God made to spring up every tree that 
is pleasant to the sight and good for food. The tree of life was in the midst of the garden, and the tree 
of the knowledge of good and evil. (Gen. 2:5-9) 

C. The Glory of God in Mankind (Ps. 8:5-8) 

1. Yet you have made him a little lower than the heavenly beings and crowned him with glory and 
honor. 
You have given him dominion over the works of your hands; you have put all things under his feet, 
all sheep and oxen, and also the beasts of the field, 
the birds of the heavens, and the fish of the sea, 
whatever passes along the paths of the seas. (Ps. 8:5-8) 

2. David really did believe the Creation stories in Genesis 1 and 2.   

a) God made man “a little lower than _______” 

(1) the Hebrew word is elohim (the plural of el=God)  

(2) a little lower than the gods (?) 

(3) used of Angels: a little lower than the angels (LXX) 

(4) or, a little lower than God (Image of God)  

b) David reflects the ancient but accurate view of The Great Chain of Being –  

(1) God 

(2) The Angels 

(3) Human Beings 

(4) The animals 

(5) Plant life 

(6) the earth 

(7) hell 

c) He says, “and crowned him with glory and honor” 

(1) and the imago dei (the mirror of God)  

(2) Immortal soul, cognitive ability, moral capacity 

(3) a creature who will live forever!  
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d) You have given him dominion over the works of your hands; 
    you have put all things under his feet, 
all sheep and oxen, 
    and also the beasts of the field, 
the birds of the heavens, and the fish of the sea, 
    whatever passes along the paths of the seas. (Ps. 8:6-8) 

e) Exactly what Moses wrote: Man is God’s Vice Regent on earth; the Overseer of Creation; 
the Caretaker of the earth; the Ruler of all the animals.  

f) And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth 
and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens 
and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” And God said, “Behold, I have given 
you every plant yielding seed that is on the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed 
in its fruit. You shall have them for food. (Gen. 1:28-29) 

3. A glory in man some day to be shared with a descendant of David known as Jesus Christ – God as a 
man … 

For it was not to angels that God subjected the world to come, of which we are speaking. It 
has been testified somewhere, 

“What is man, that you are mindful of him, 
    or the son of man, that you care for him? 
You made him for a little while lower than the angels; 
    you have crowned him with glory and honor, 
putting everything in subjection under his feet.” 

Now in putting everything in subjection to him, he left nothing outside his control. At present, 
we do not yet see everything in subjection to him.  But we see him who for a little while was 
made lower than the angels, namely Jesus, crowned with glory and honor because of the 
suffering of death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone. (Heb. 2:5-9) 

For surely it is not angels that he helps, but he helps the offspring of Abraham. Therefore he 
had to be made like his brothers in every respect, so that he might become a merciful and 
faithful high priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. For 
because he himself has suffered when tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted. 
(Heb. 2:16-18) 

4. All this floods into the mind, heart and soul of David and it results in the “Symphony of the Heavens” 
(Psalm 8) 

5. Ending where he began:  

O Lord, our Lord, 
    how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

II. PRAYING PSALM 8 

A. Pray Psalm 8 with Gratitude for Common Grace 

1. When I was a young man I was a moody, melancholy and dissatisfied soul.  But around the age of 45 
I made a conscience decision to begin the spiritual discipline of Gratitude (thanksgiving)  
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2. And I began by thanking God for His common grace for me: my life, my parents and family, my wife 
and children, my country, my health, my gifts, my education, and the pleasurable things of every day 
life. 

3. I began by thanking God for creation and for creating me!  

4. This purposeful little act of gratitude each day has transformed my character, my soul, my family 
and my life. 

5. Now, I pray every morning, this prayer written by John Stott.  

Good morning, heavenly Father.  Good morning, Lord Jesus.  Good morning, Holy Spirit.  Heavenly 
Father, I worship you as the Creator and Sustainer of the universe.  Lord Jesus, I worship you, 
Savior and King of the world.  Holy Spirit, I worship you, Sanctifier of the people of God.  Glory to 
the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 
forever.  

Heavenly Father, I pray that I may live this day in your presence, and please you more and more.  
Lord Jesus, I pray that this day I may take up my cross and follow you.  Holy Spirit, I pray that this 
day you will fill me with yourself and cause your fruit to ripen in my life: love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.  Holy, mighty and glorious Trinity, three 
persons in one God, have mercy upon me. Amen.  

6. Note: I have seen countless lived ruined by ingratitude, marriages destroyed by lack of thanksgiving, 
and ministries forfeited because people could not give praise to God for His common gifts of His 
common grace.  

B. Sing Psalm 8 with the Wonder of Creation 

1. Stop being so insipidly and insolently “scientific.” Your psychology, sociology, biology, physics, 
astronomy, computer science and study of medicine may well have robbed you of the child’s delight 
in God’s good creation.  

2. Go back – purposely decide to do this – and recapture the joy, mystery and comfort of the doctrine of 
Creation. 

3. Go back and read again those truths you were taught as a child, and which are the starting point of our 
most holy religion –  

a) The Nicene Creed: I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and 
all things visible and invisible.  

b) The Chatechism for Young Children: Q’s 1-5 

1. Who made you?  
God.  

2. What else did God make?  
God made all things.  

3. Why did God make you and all things?  
For his own glory.  

4. How can you glorify God?  
By loving him 
and doing what he commands.  
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5. Why should you glorify God?  
Because he made me and takes care of me.  

c) The Westminster Shorter Catechism #9, 10 

Q. 9. What is creation? 

A. Creation is God’s making everything out of nothing by His powerful word in six days – 
and all very good.  

Q. 10. How did God create man? 

A. God created man, male and female, in His own image and in knowledge, righteousness, 
and holiness, to rule over the other creatures.  

d) The Westminster confession of Faith: 4-1, 2a 

It pleased God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, for the manifestation of the glory of his 
eternal power, wisdom, and goodness, in the beginning, to create, or make of nothing, the 
world, and all things therein, whether visible or invisible, in the space of six days; and all 
very good.   

After God had made all other creatures, he created man, male and female, with 
reasonable and immortal souls, endued with knowledge, righteousness, and true holiness, 
after his own image; having the law of God written in their hearts, and power to fulfill it. 

4. Don’t say, “Pastor, I can’t believe these things!” That is not true.  

5. You can believe these truths; the real issue is that you refuse to believe them; you don’t want to 
believe them! 

6. I will tell you this: The prequel to redemption is the reality of the love of God, who made you for 
Himself, loves you every moment and takes care of you all your life long.  

7. This is the Gospel Narrative: Creation … Fall … Redemption … Restoration. 

a) and this is the First Hymn of Heaven  

“Worthy are you, our Lord and God, 
to receive glory and honor and power, 
for you created all things, 
and by your will they existed and were created.”  
(Rev. 4:11) 

b) Psalm 8 is first Psalm in the Psalter that is pure praise; the Psalters first Praise Song. 

c) And it is praise for God the Creator!  

8. Have your quiet time, and sing each morning a Hymn to God the Creator – like Isaac Watt’s; “I Sing 
the Mighty Power of God”  

I sing the almighty power of God, 
that made the mountains rise, 
that spread the flowing seas abroad, 
and built the lofty skies. 
I sing the wisdom that ordained 
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the sun to rule the day; 
the moon shines full at God’s command, 
and all the stars obey. 
 
I sing the goodness of the Lord, 
that filled the earth with food, 
he formed the creatures with his word, 
and then pronounced them good. 
Lord, how your wonders are displayed, 
where’er I turn my eye, 
if I survey the ground I tread, 
or gaze upon the sky! 
 
There’s not a plant or flower below, 
but makes your glories known, 
and clouds arise, and tempests blow, 
by order from your throne; 
while all that borrows life from you 
is ever in your care; 
and everywhere that man can be, 
you, God, are present there. 

9. Orient your soul, using Psalm 8 and related hymns, to this life – transforming truth: God made me 
and takes care of me.  

C. Meditate on Psalm 8 as a filter for your life 

1. The Psalms are for (1) Singing, (2) Praying, and also (3) Meditation. 

Oh how I love your law! 
It is my meditation all the day. 
Your commandment makes me wiser than my enemies, 
for it is ever with me. 
I have more understanding than all my teachers, 
for your testimonies are my meditation. (Ps. 119:97-99) 

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight, 
    O Lord, my rock and my redeemer. (Ps. 19:14) 

2. Spend some time, each time you come to Psalm 8, musing over this truth: What would happen to me 
if, even for a moment, God did not thing of me or care for me?  

what is man that you are mindful of him, 
   and the son of man that you care for him?     (Ps. 8:4) 

3. It was meditation on this Psalm that changed the course of my life …  

Conclusion: I was living in Jackson, Mississippi, in 1995 or 96, and I had read Psalm 8 one morning, in my 
hurried quiet time … 
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1. I got in the car to drive to a Presbytery meeting, and heard of the car radio an old Ray Stevens song: 
“Mr. Businessmen” 

Itemize the things you covet 
As you squander through your life 
Bigger cars, bigger houses 
Term insurance for your wife 
Tuesday evenings with your harlot 
And on Wednesdays it's your charlatan 
analyst, he's high upon your list 
 
You've got air conditioned sinuses 
And dark disturbing doubts about religion 
And you keep those cards and letters going out 
While your secretary's tempting you 
Your morals are exempting you from guilt and shame 
Heaven knows you're not to blame 
 
You better, Take care of business Mr. Businessman 
What's your plan? 
Get down to business Mr. Businessman if you can 
and you throw your life away 
 
Did you see your children growing up today 
And did you hear the music of their laughter 
As they set about to play 
Did you catch the fragrance of those roses in your garden 
Did the morning sunlight warm your soul, 
Brighten up your day 
Do you qualify to be alive 
or is the limit of your senses so as only to survive 
 
Spending counterfeit incentive 
Wasting precious time and health 
Placing value on the worthless 
Disregarding priceless wealth 
You can wheel and deal the best of them 
And steal it from the rest of them 
You know the score, their ethics are a bore 
 
Eighty-six proof anesthetic crutches prop you to the top 
Where the smiles are all synthetic 
And the ulcers never stop 
When they take that final inventory, 
Yours will be the same sad story everywhere 
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No one will really care, no one more lonely than 
This rich important man, let's have your autograph 
Endorse your epitaph 

2. The Holy Spirit said to me, “Michael, that’s you.  You are not the man in Psalm 8.  You’re Mr. 
Businessman.” 

3. I couldn’t get those two songs out of my mind –  

a) David’s Psalm: The Symphony of the Heavens 

b) Ray Steven’s song: Mr. Businessman. 

4. I said to the Lord, “I was a grateful child who’s grown into an ungrateful man.  O Lord, save me from the 
man I have become.” 

5. I got home that evening and did something I’d never done before: I went to each person of my little 
family, as they went to bed – Joanna, Abigail, Nathan, Aaron and Jane – and kissed them, held the, and 
told them what a gift from God they were to me!  

6. Psalm 8 saved my soul from the death of ingratitude! 

7. It can save you as well: 

O Lord, our Lord, 
how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
(Psalm 8:9) 

 

 


