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Psalm 11         May 8, 2016 PM 
Prayerbook of the Bible           Prayer/Psalms 
PS1611              
 

“When The Foundations Are Destroyed” 

INTRODUCTION: When we come to the Bible we often make a very common mistake. 

1. We assume that an Ancient Book, with sections as old as 3,500 years old, could not possibly be relevant 
or reliable for us, who live in 2016. 

2. Four weeks ago I spoke to around 80 college students at Wingate University, at a CO meeting, on the 
topic: Can the Bible be trusted?  

3. My answer, not surprising, was a resounding YES. I set before these young minds seven reasons why I 
trusted the Bible, found it reliable, and very relevant.  

a) First: I trust the Bible because Jesus did.  He believed in the creation account of Genesis 1-2, 
Job, Jonah, the Exodus and Moses, David’s Psalms, and the prophets.  

b) Second: Archaeology has consistently proven that the Bible is historically, culturally and 
geographically accurate.  

c) Third: Science and Scripture agree, when we truly understand the Bible and interpret it 
correctly, and when Science has practiced good science and not biased theories. 

d) Fourth: The Moral Argument: people usually dismiss the Bible not because it is incorrect but 
because it is disagreeable to them, by condemning sins people prefer to practice.   

e) Fifth: The Social Argument: People often reject the Bible because it is “uncool” to believe it, 
and they fear the ridicule and ostracization that comes with accepting the Word of God.  They 
are bullied and shamed into denial. 

f) Sixth: People never truly understand the Bible until they are truly converted, but once they 
are born again the Bible makes sense to them.  

Yet among the mature we do impart wisdom, although it is not a wisdom of this age or 
of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to pass away. But we impart a secret and 
hidden wisdom of God, which God decreed before the ages for our glory. None of the 
rulers of this age understood this, for if they had, they would not have crucified the 
Lord of glory. But, as it is written, 
   “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, 
     nor the heart of man imagined,  
     what God has prepared for those who      
     love him”— 
these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit. For the Spirit searches 
everything, even the depths of God. For who knows a person's thoughts except the 
spirit of that person, which is in him? So also no one comprehends the thoughts of God 
except the Spirit of God. Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the 
Spirit who is from God, that we might understand the things freely given us by God. 
And we impart this in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, 
interpreting spiritual truths to those who are spiritual. The natural person does not 



 

PS1611 
 

2 

accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able to 
understand them because they are spiritually discerned. The spiritual person judges 
all things, but is himself to be judged by no one. “For who has understood the mind of 
the Lord so as to instruct him?” But we have the mind of Christ. (1 Corn. 2:6-16) 

g) Seventh: The reliability of Scripture is proven best by the way it speaks into our lives age 
after age.  

All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, 
equipped for every good work. (2 Tim. 3:16-17) 

For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing 
to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the 
thoughts and intentions of the heart. (Heb. 4:12) 

4. God has not changed; He is immutable, eternally the same.  Mankind has not changed since the Fall; 
every person born is a sinner, with predictable patterns of sinfulness in their lives; all of them in need of 
salvation in Christ.  The World is reliably the same: opposed to God, in support of sin, antagonistic to 
Christ, hostile toward the Church, and in principle dead set against the Bible. The Word of God does not 
change.  It reflects the unchanging dynamics of God, man, sin, and salvation.  It preaches an eternal 
Gospel.  

Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal gospel to proclaim to those who 
dwell on earth, to every nation and tribe and language and people. And he said with a loud voice, 
“Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of his judgment has come, and worship him who 
made heaven and earth, the sea and the springs of water.” (Rev. 14:6-7) 

5. I have one more piece of evidence to support the reliability of the Holy Scriptures: My own life.  

a) I grew up a religious Catholic, but not taught the Bible in my parochial school or local parish. 

b) Studied in a monastery/ seminary in High School (1964-1967), but again not the Bible – at all! 

c) Went to a secular university: America’s largest campus (55,000 students in 1967)  

d) Came to doubt creation and embrace evolution; called into question the miracles of the Bible; 
believed there were other ways to heaven besides Jesus Christ. 

e) I was converted in 1976 by sitting under expository preaching for 18 months.  Rev. Jimmy 
Latimer made sense of the Bible.  What he taught, out of Scripture, was not ridiculous.  

f) I have studies at 5 Universities; and I hold four earned degrees: BSBA, MBA, MDiv and DMin. 
I am not uneducated.  

g) I have studied, taught, commented on, written about and expositorily preached the Scriptures 
for 35 years.  

h) I spend the bulk of my week in the Word of God. 

i) I have preached through 56 of the Bibles 66 Books; many more than once.  I have also 
preached through major sections of 3 other OT Books.  

j) I estimate that I have preached over 7,000 messages on Biblical texts – and that does not 
include my teaching in bible studies, Sunday School or special lectures.  
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k) In short: I am well-versed in the Bible.  As knowledgeable about Scripture as a doctor is 
about medicine, an Attorney is about the Law, or a Businessman is about Finances, after 
practicing their trade for almost 4 decades.  

6. And now, at age 67, I am more committed to the Scripture and the inspiration, infallibility, reliability 
and relevance, then when I enrolled in Seminary in September, 1979!  

7. And that, in any other venue, would be considered an expert opinion!  

8. Psalm 11 asks us a question – a haunting one: “If the foundations are destroyed, what can the righteous 
do?” (Ps. 11:3) 

a) Arno C. Gaebelein: “This is the burning question of our day.” (He wrote this in 1939, as 
WWII began in Europe; Nazism, Communism, Fascism!)  

b) James M. Boice: Psalms: Volume 1; p. 91 

What shall we do when the laws are not upheld, when morality is undermined and evil sweeps 
on unchecked? What shall we do when the Bible is undermined and its teachings disregarded 
– when even churchmen seem to support the rising tide of secularism? What shall we do when 
family values are crumbling and the tide of frequent divorce sweeps forward with increasing 
damage to children, parents, and society alike? What can we do when everything around us 
seems to be giving way?  

9. Historical context: Can we place Psalm 11 in the events of David’s life?  

a) Some place this Psalm in David’s early life, when he fled from Saul into the hills of Judah to 
hide. 

b) In the Lord I take refuge; 
how can you say to my soul, 
“Flee like a bird to your mountain, 
for behold, the wicked bend the bow; 
they have fitted their arrow to the string 
to shoot in the dark at the upright in heart;   
(Ps. 11:1-2) 

c) Others say, “No. Psalm 11 was written when David fled from Absalom’s army, into the 
Judean hills, later in his life.”  

d) Michael Wilcock: Psalms 1-72: BST; p. 45 

Moreover, as Psalm 11’s phraseology is so like that of its predecessors, and they fit so readily 
into the biblical history of David, that may equally well be the setting for this psalm.  

e) But neither is certain: Psalm 11 does not say that David fled into the hills; only that he was 
advised to do so.  

f) This situation could have occurred at multiple times in David’s life, out of which he wrote this 
hymn/ prayer for the People of God.  

g) H.C. Leopold: Psalms; pp. 124-125 

David is being wickedly antagonized by ruthless enemies, who have apparently succeeded so 
well in their machinations that David’s own friends counsel him to flee: nothing can avail 
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against these enemies. Something can be said in favor of the suggestion that David may well 
be speaking in the name of the whole body of those who fear the Lord.  David is not voicing 
only his own feelings and attitude.  So this would become a hymn of the congregation. 
Situations such as the one here described are certainly not at all unthinkable in the days when 
David was at Saul’s court. Or the days of Absalom’s rebellion could be thought of.  But 
surely, the case is not pictured in any more dreadful terms than David actually felt it to be.  

10. Here is a prayer for you and me when we feel “the foundations of life” are crumbling beneath us. 

I. UNDERSTANDING PSALM 11 

A. Looking at the Threats of the World (Ps. 11:1-3) 

1. Alexander MacLaren: Psalm: Volume 1; p. 102 

The structure of the psalm is simple and striking.  There are two vividly contrasted halves; the first 
gives the suggestions of timid counsellors who see only along the low levels of earth, the second the 
brave answer of faith which looks up into heaven.  

2. The first stanza focuses on the threat to our way of life as these threats arise all around us.  

In the Lord I take refuge; 
how can you say to my soul, 
“Flee like a bird to your mountain, 
for behold, the wicked bend the bow; 
they have fitted their arrow to the string 
to shoot in the dark at the upright in heart; 
if the foundations are destroyed, 
what can the righteous do?” (Ps. 11:1-3) 

3. David’s advisors, friends or even enemies are advising him to flee from the danger around him: 

a) for behold, the wicked bend the bow; 
they have fitted their arrow to the string 
to shoot in the dark at the upright in heart; 
if the foundations are destroyed, 
what can the righteous do?” (Ps. 11:2-3) 

b) Run away, hide; there’s nothings you can do about things! 

c) Too much danger surrounding us. 

d) A hopeless situation which cannot be resisted.  

4. The probing question is both desperate and discouraging: If the foundations are destroyed what can 
the righteous do?  

a) literally: the pillars 

b) either principal people (like the King)  

c) or principles of life (like law, order, morality, piety) 

d) Rescue the weak and the needy; 
deliver them from the hand of the wicked.” 
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They have neither knowledge nor understanding, 
they walk about in darkness; 
all the foundations of the earth are shaken. (Ps. 82:4-5) 

e) For the day is near, 
the day of the Lord is near; 
it will be a day of clouds, 
a time of doom for the nations. 
A sword shall come upon Egypt, 
and anguish shall be in Cush, 
when the slain fall in Egypt, 
and her wealth is carried away, 
and her foundations are torn down.  
(Ezekiel 30:3-4) 

f) “All is in hopeless disorder and confusion” (J. J. Stewart Perowne) 

5. Tremper Longman: Psalms: TOTC; p. 91  

The foundations here are likely those of society, and probably suggest a disintegration of those 
institutions that maintain social order, protect virtue and fend off evil.  

6. John Goldingay: Psalms: Vol. 1; p. 191 

The foundations in Ps. 11 are the metaphorical bases on which social life rests.  

7. Rolf A. Jacobson: Psalms: NICOT; p. 148 

It captures both the sense of powerlessness that the righteous can feel in the face of evil and the 
temptation to relinquish the public square to those who feel no scruples about using violence to 
control society.  

8. What pillars or foundations of society is David referring to in his prayer? I suggest that there are 
Three Pillars that hold society together: Family, Church, State. 

9. David F. Wells points to three sinews which tie our social life together and give order, coherence and 
nobility to life (No Place for Truth; pp. 84-85) 

a) In the past, Western society was held together by three sinews: tradition, authority, and 
power.  To change the image, these were the garments that covered Western society, and 
without them it has become indecent.  

b) The first pillar to crumble was the American family, and with it the power of Tradition.  

(1) Of these three, tradition might have been the first to go, although it went hand 
in hand with authority.  Tradition is the process whereby one generation 
inducts its successor into its accumulated wisdom, lore, and values.  The family 
once served as the chief conduit for this transmission.  

(2) Divorce, fornication, adultery, common law marriages, “shacking up,” 
homosexual marriage and gay/lesbian “families” 

(3) A family is now whatever we define it to be – even polygamy is now being 
practiced and tolerated.  
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(4) Traditional Values must be jettisoned, even attacked, because they will not 
allow us to live our immoral lives comfortably.  So tradition – a bad word 
today – must go!  

(5) “Tradition” has been replaced by individualism – I am my own, self-defining 
source of what’s “normal” 

c) Along side the Family/Tradition, the Church and Moral Authority have also crumbled.  
the second pillar is falling!  

(1) At the same time, society finds that it can no longer recognize appeals to 
authority, for any transcendent realm in which these appeals might be lodged 
has vanished from sight.  This is evident in many contexts – in art, literature, 
philosophy, politics – but a single pattern is common to them all.  First, the 
Christian theism on which Western societies were built was replaced by 
idealism of one kind or another.  This idealism still had a transcendent interest, 
but it was no longer theistic.  Then the idealism collapsed during the 
nineteenth century.  Initially it was replaced by a kind of humanism that was 
elevated in its ethical and aesthetic interests, but as such it had no durable 
conceptual base, and so it fell apart. In the political arena it gave way to 
various totalitarianisms.  

(2) Biblical Churches are slandered, suppressed, marginalized and attacked.  Soon 
they will be persecuted.  Then closed down.  Finally martyred.  

(3) Why? Because the moral authority of Scripture and the Prophetic Voice of the 
Church must be silenced.  If not our uneasy American conscience will go on 
being troubled.  

(4) If we can shame Christians into silence at work, brain-wash our children in 
school into the new immorality, ignore and discredit pastors, and pass laws, 
ordinances and tax codes which punish (or shut down) Biblical churches then 
the Voice of God (we think) will be silenced.  

(5) Question: Why are the 20-somethings dropping out of church even if they 
“believe in Jesus?” 

(6) Answer: They are responding to the loss of Moral Authority.  

• They fear being ridiculed, losing their job, being ostracized or marginalized 
(persecution)  

• Their parents taught them that the Church was “optional” (a low view of 
Church) 

• Their schools caved into political correctness and gave up any ethical 
instruction. 

• Their congregation (Pastors) quit preaching a message of holiness, 
obedience and righteousness, and gave them a steady diet of sentimental 
grace … 
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• … while they ignored moral law, turned their heads to family meltdown, 
forsook church discipline, and feared losing members rather than fearing 
God!  

(7) America possesses no moral courage, no moral authority, and therefore, 
no moral order.  

(8) In those days there was no king in Israel. Everyone did what was right in his 
own eyes. (Judges 21:25) 

(9) And many people in the pew agree with this amoral age!  

d) Now, only Power remains: The Power of Law, the Lawyers, and the State! We are now 
forced to do whatever he Politicians and Attorneys think we should do.  

(1) The three tendons have thus been reduced.  Tradition and authority have been 
severed; only power remain. It is power alone that must direct our corporate 
life, power severed from a moral order that might contain and correct it and 
from the values of the past that might inform it.  In a strange testimony to this 
inner vacuum, the profession of law has risen to such prominence in America 
that 70 percent of all the lawyers in the world practice here.  In the absence of 
moral obligation and a sense of what is right, disputes are extraordinarily 
difficult to resolve, and so the set of rules that has emerged under the law must 
take on duties that were once shouldered by a variety of other institutions – the 
family, the schools, the church.   

(2) We are forced to marry gay and lesbian couples, in spite of what the Church/ 
Bible teaches. 

(3) We are forced to fire people who don’t approve of the Firm’s or Bank’s 
proactive, aggressive, pro-gay policies.  

(4) We are forced to be silent about our faith: We can’t pray, read Scripture, speak 
of Christ, or talk to someone about God, salvation, sin or Gospel in the Public 
square, workplace, ballfield, classroom or media.  

(5) Lawyers now override parents and trump pastors, so that Power is divorced 
from Judeo-Christian tradition and uninformed by the moral suasion of the 
Scriptures.  

10. In America, the pillars of life and the foundations of society have been destroyed, and Christians 
have been bullied into silence, seduced into compliance and deliberately kept out of the Public Square 
and the Social Conversation.  

11. Need Proof: Look how the media, the University, Corporate HQ’s and Government Pressures have 
not allowed Christians to really explain why HB2 is a good, common sense, fair-minded and morally 
safe law. We are ignored, misrepresented, shouted down, shamed and threatened.  Eventually our 
Supreme Court will overrule HB2, and force 6-year-old girls to use a public restroom with a 45-year-
old male transgender person!  

12. if the foundations are destroyed, 
what can the righteous do? (Ps. 11:3) 
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13. Answer: We go to God, enthroned in Heaven!  

B. Looking to the Throne in Heaven (Ps. 11:4-7) 

1. The Lord is in his holy temple; 
the Lord's throne is in heaven; 
his eyes see, his eyelids test the children of man. 
The Lord tests the righteous, 
but his soul hates the wicked and the one who loves violence. 
Let him rain coals on the wicked; 
fire and sulfur and a scorching wind shall be the portion of their cup. 
For the Lord is righteous; 
he loves righteous deeds; 
the upright shall behold his face. (Psalm 11:4-7) 

2. This simple statement makes – no pun intended – all the difference in the world! “The Lord is in his 
hold temple; the Lord’s throne is in heaven…” 

a) Hear, you peoples, all of you; 
pay attention, O earth, and all that is in it, 
and let the Lord God be a witness against you, the Lord from his holy temple. (Micah 1:2) 

b) But the Lord is in his holy temple; 

let all the earth keep silence before him. (Habakkuk 2:20) 

c) In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up; 
and the train of his robe filled the temple. Above him stood the seraphim. Each had six 
wings: with two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he 
flew. And one called to another and said: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; 
the whole earth is full of his glory!”  
(Isaiah 6:1-3) 

d) After this I looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven! And the first voice, which 
I had heard speaking to me like a trumpet, said, “Come up here, and I will show you what 
must take place after this.” At once I was in the Spirit, and behold, a throne stood in 
heaven, with one seated on the throne. (Rev. 4:1-2) 

3. And so … We pray to God, the King of the Universe … 

a) In my distress I called upon the Lord; 
to my God I cried for help. 
From his temple he heard my voice, 
and my cry to him reached his ears. (Ps. 18:6) 

b) We acknowledge what Benjamin Franklin, in 1787, at the Constitutional convention in 
Philadelphia, when our American forefathers sought to write a constitution and give birth 
to our nation …  

In the beginning of the Contest with Great Britain, when we were sensible of danger, we 
had daily prayer in this room for the divine protection. Our prayers, Sir, were heard, and 
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they were graciously answered.  All of us who were engaged in the struggle must have 
observed frequent instances of Superintending providence in our favor.  To that kind 
providence we owe this happy opportunity of consulting in peace on the means of 
establishing our future national felicity.  And have we now forgotten that powerful friend? 
I have lived, Sir, a long time, and the longer I live, the more convincing proofs I see of this 
truth – that God governs in the affairs of men.  

c) There it it! “God governs in the affairs of men.” 

d) David put it this way … 

The Lord is in his holy temple; 
the Lord's throne is in heaven; 
his eyes see, his eyelids test the children of man. (Ps. 11:4) 

4. We see, but once again, those two people of Psalm 1: The wicked and the righteous.  

a) The Lord tests the righteous, 
but his soul hates the wicked and the one who loves violence. 
Let him rain coals on the wicked; 
fire and sulfur and a scorching wind shall be the portion of their cup. 
For the Lord is righteous; 
he loves righteous deeds; 
the upright shall behold his face. (Psalm 11:5-7) 

b) Neither David – really, the Holy Spirit – nor God the Father in heaven are moved by 
political correctness, shamed into silence, or bullied in to changing values.  

c) There are wicked people whom God will examine, thwart, test, judge and then destroy. 

d) There are righteous people whom God will hear their prayers, test their hearts, support 
their just cause, protect and prosper forever.  

5. One thing divides these two groups of people: Prayer! 

a) The wicked seek the company of fellow sinners who will seek to throw off God’s will; 
they oppose God’s throne! 

(1) “Let us burst their bonds apart 
and cast away their cords from us.” (Ps. 2:3) 

(2) Let’s redefine gender, marriage, family, church, law, state … humanity!  

(3) Woe to those who draw iniquity with cords of falsehood, 
who draw sin as with cart ropes, 
Woe to those who call evil good 
and good evil, 
who put darkness for light 
and light for darkness, 
who put bitter for sweet 
and sweet for bitter! 
Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes, 
and shrewd in their own sight! 
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Woe to those who are heroes at drinking wine, 
and valiant men in mixing strong drink, 
who acquit the guilty for a bribe, 
and deprive the innocent of his right! (Isa. 5:18, 20-23) 

b) The righteous seek forgiveness for their sins and invoke the throne of God to intervene in 
the affairs of men.  

(1) I acknowledged my sin to you, 
and I did not cover my iniquity; 
I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord,” 
and you forgave the iniquity of my sin.  
Therefore let everyone who is godly offer prayer to you at a time when you may 
be found; 
surely in the rush of great waters, 
they shall not reach him. (Ps. 32:5-6) 

(2) They seek God’s council to change their lives, their laws and their way of life, 
but not to change God’s law.  

(3) Search me, O God, and know my heart! 
Try me and know my thoughts! 
And see if there be any grievous way in me, and lead me in the way 
everlasting! (Ps. 139:23-24) 

6. The righteous are those who live by faith and not in a puffed up state of perversion –  

Behold, his soul is puffed up; it is not upright within him, 
but the righteous shall live by his faith. (Hab. 2:4) 
 
But the Lord is in his holy temple; 
let all the earth keep silence before him. (Hab. 2:20) 

7. Note: We easily lose heart and stop praying because  

a) The events swirling around us deeply disturb us. 

b) The cacophony of voices tells us that prayer is useless and that God won’t intervene.  This 
discourages us.  

c) God seems not to hear us and not to answer.  And this causes us to doubt the efficacy of 
our prayers. 

d) Disturbed, discouraged, doubting we become prayerless.  

8. Please see this: When this happens we’ve lost the foundations! Because we’ve been silenced in the 
public square and then silenced before the throne of God, how can God ever answer our prayers? 
They don’t exist! Our silence sounds to God like agreement with the world!  

9. Listen to God answer the prophet Habakkuk in just such a time as this: 

a) Lord, how long shall I cry for help, 
and you will not hear? 
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Or cry to you “Violence!” 
and you will not save? (Hab. 1:2) 

b) God answers the prophets prayer … 

Look among the nations, and see; 
wonder and be astounded. 
For I am doing a work in your days 
that you would not believe if told. (Hab. 1:5) 

10. Key Truth: Because Christians redefined marriage and family (long before gays or the state did), 
because we forsook the church (long before the church was persecuted), and because we gave up on 
prayer (long before it was removed from school, government halls or public square), and then turned 
to the idols of our age to solve our problems – money, sex and power – these pillars of society have 
crumbled, God says so … 

What profit is an idol 
when its maker has shaped it, 
a metal image, a teacher of lies? 
For its maker trusts in his own creation 
when he makes speechless idols! 
Woe to him who says to a wooden thing, Awake; 
to a silent stone, Arise! 
Can this teach? 
Behold, it is overlaid with gold and silver, 
and there is no breath at all in it. 
But the Lord is in his holy temple; 
let all the earth keep silence before him. (Hab. 2:18-20) 

11. “The Lord is in His holy Temple” … “God (still) governs in the affairs of men.” 

II. PRAYING PSALM 11 …  

A. The upright must Go on Being Righteous 

1. “If the foundations are destroyed what can the righteous do? Answer: They can go on being 
righteous.  

2. If our lives and conduct contribute to the wickedness, the unrighteousness and the undermining of the 
foundations, then we can’t pray for a solution because we’re part of the problem!  

3. God does not answer a hypocrite’s prayers. Never!  

4. So, the first thing we do is to ask the Lord to test (examine) our souls, family lives, religious practices 
and citizenship.  Before we confront the Gay or Lesbian about their immorality we need to ask God to 
confront our own fornication, our adultery, our use of pornography, our carnal dating practices.  

5. The Reason why so many Gen-Xers and Millennials are OK with or silent about the LGBT Agenda 
is because their own heterosexual lives are riddled with immorality.  They can’t hypocritically 
condemn same-sex behavior while they’re fornicating every weekend!  

6. First thing to do: Turn to God in repentance, faith and prayer and ask God for a new start to life in 
the righteousness of Christ.  
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For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who 
believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. For in it the righteousness of God is revealed 
from faith for faith, as it is written, “The righteous shall live by faith.” (Romans 1:16-17) 

B. The Upright should examine their own commitments to the foundations 

1. “If the foundations are destroyed what can the righteous do?” Answer: shore up your own 
foundations –  

a) Tradition … Authority … Power 

b) Honoring the Biblical Traditions of you parents and grandparents 

c) Engaging in a local church and embracing its Moral Authority. 

d) Voting and participating in our governmental process so that the Power of the people 
curtails the power of the politicians, lawyers and judges. 

2. Every time you dishonor, ignore, disobey or show contempt for your parents (husbands) you 
undermine the traditional values of society. Husbands and Parents pass on this tradition.  

3. Every time you argue with me, get angry at my sermons, skip worship and avoid Sunday School, or 
leave upset for another church, you undercut the moral authority of the Church.  Pastors wield this 
authority. 

4. Every time you fail to vote, or vote for a “progressive,” liberal, anti–Christian candidate, you yield 
your civic power into the hands of one who will abuse such power.  Voters control this power.  

5. These three pillars have names and faces: Parents … Pastors … Politicians. Be careful how you 
treat them!  

C. The upright should look to the True God 

1. “If the foundations are destroyed what can the righteous do?” Answer: They can look to God in 
prayer and faith!  

The Lord is in his holy temple; 
the Lord's throne is in heaven;  
his eyes see, his eyelids test the children of man. 
(Ps. 11:4) 

2. I believe this with all my heart: If all the true Christians in this country went to God in humble, 
repentant, Christ-centered and earnest prayer for God to restore our foundations, God would send us 
a spiritual awakening, and answer our prayers.  He would restore the foundations.  

3. Why do I believe this? Because God told us to pray this way! 

a) First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be 
made for all people, for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a 
peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way. This is good, and it is pleasing in 
the sight of God our Savior, who desires all people to be saved and to come to the 
knowledge of the truth. For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and 
men, the man Christ Jesus, (1 Tim 2:1-5) 

b) all the concerns of David in Psalm 11 are mentioned by Paul in 1 Timothy 2:1-5 
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c) supplications, prayers, intercessions, thanksgivings, holy hands, people, kings, those in 
high positions, peace, quiet, godliness, dignity, salvation through Jesus Christ, and the 
will of God.  

d) First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be 
made for all people, for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a 
peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way. This is good, and it is pleasing in 
the sight of God our Savior, who desires all people to be saved and to come to the 
knowledge of the truth. For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and 
men, the man Christ Jesus, (1 Tim 2:1-5) 

4. Whenever I pray this Psalm, I always say to God “If the foundations are destroyed what can the 
righteous do?” And He always answers me the same way.  

a) Michael, are you righteous in Christ, resting in Him? 

b) Michael, are you leading a righteous (holy) life? 

c) Michael, how is your support for my pillars for life? 

d) Michael, look to the Throne, pray in faith, wait to see what I will do!  

5. And I always come away with the same assurance: God is still on the throne, God is still righteous, 
and God still answers prayer!  

The Lord is in his holy temple; 
the Lord's throne is in heaven;  
his eyes see, his eyelids test the children of man. 
For the Lord is righteous; 
he loves righteous deeds; 
the upright shall behold his face. (Ps. 11:4,7) 

6. “The upright shall behold his face …” 

a) In prayer 

b) In his favor … answered prayer 

c) Then in Heaven. 

d) The Lord bless you and keep you; 
the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; 
the Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace. (Num. 6:24-25) 


