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Revelation 13:1-18    May 15, 2016 AM 
God on the Throne     Revelation 
RV1616          
 

The Satanic Trinity   
 

INTRODUCTION: I have enjoyed introducing my grandkids to some of the classic TV shows I watched as a 
child …  

1. Joanna’s children loved The Lone Ranger – my favorite TV show as a little boy – and they’ve watched 
all 150+ episodes! 

2. Abigail’s children love the Marx Brother’s Movies: classic comedies like Duck Soup, A Day at the 
Races, A Night at the Opera, and The Big Store. 

3. But I’ve got a grand treat that I’ve yet to put before their eyes: The Three Stooges … (Theme song: Three 
Blind Mice) 

a) Curly: “I’ve tried to think but nothin’ happens!” 

b) Larry: “Oh, a wise guy, hey?” 

c) Moe: “Why, you Nuckle-heads! Pick two!” 

4. In reality, Moe Howard, Curly Howard, and Larry Fine did not have the happiest lives.  Business ups and 
downs; personal health issues, plans never fulfilled:  

a) Curly: Jerome Lester Horwitz (stroke in 1946; died in 1952)  

b) Shemp: Samuel Horwitz (died 1960) 

c) Larry: Louis Feinburg (died in 1974, another stroke; died at age 72) 

d) Moe: Moses Harry Horwitz (1945, cancer; died May 4, ’75)  

5. Their fame lives on: In 2012 The Three Stooges Movie was released, with new actors reprising the old 
roles: 

a) Curly: Will Sasso 

b) Larry: Sean Hayes 

c) Moe: Chris Diamantopoulos 

6. There is another story of Three Stooges; this one as well …  

a) does not play out as it appears on the surface, 

b) it has a tragic understory and a sad ending, 

c) The Three characters live on and on, 

d) their roles are reprised again and again.  

7. You’ll find the storyline of these three, very real, characters in Revelation 13 … 

a) The Satanic Trinity 

b) The Great Dragon – the Devil himself 
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c) The Beast from the Sea (Anti-Christ) – The State 

d) The Beast from the Earth (the False Prophet) – Civil Religion 

8. Satan mimics everything God does. Everything! 

a) e.g., Jannes and Jambres in Egypt (Magicians) 

b) Just as Jannes and Jambres opposed Moses, so these men also oppose the truth, men 
corrupted in mind and disqualified regarding the faith. But they will not get very far, for their 
folly will be plain to all, as was that of those two men. (2 Tim. 3:8-9) 

c) How these two Magicians mimicked the first two divine plagues 

Moses and Aaron did as the Lord commanded. In the sight of Pharaoh and in the sight 
of his servants he lifted up the staff and struck the water in the Nile, and all the water 
in the Nile turned into blood. And the fish in the Nile died, and the Nile stank, so that 
the Egyptians could not drink water from the Nile. There was blood throughout all the 
land of Egypt. But the magicians of Egypt did the same by their secret arts. So 
Pharaoh's heart remained hardened, and he would not listen to them, as the Lord had 
said. (Exodus 7:20-22) 

So Aaron stretched out his hand over the waters of Egypt, and the frogs came up and 
covered the land of Egypt. But the magicians did the same by their secret arts and 
made frogs come up on the land of Egypt. (Exodus 8:6-7)  

d) But, there is a limit to Satanic power. 

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Say to Aaron, ‘Stretch out your staff and strike the dust 
of the earth, so that it may become gnats in all the land of Egypt.’” And they did so. 
Aaron stretched out his hand with his staff and struck the dust of the earth, and there 
were gnats on man and beast. All the dust of the earth became gnats in all the land of 
Egypt. The magicians tried by their secret arts to produce gnats, but they could not. So 
there were gnats on man and beast. Then the magicians said to Pharaoh, “This is the 
finger of God.” But Pharaoh's heart was hardened, and he would not listen to them, as 
the Lord had said. (Exodus 8:16-19) 

9. Bruce M. Metzger: Breaking the Code; p. 75 

In chapter (13) two of Satan’s agents appear.  These two, along with the dragon, comprise a counterfeit 
trinity.  One is a frightful beast, rising out of the sea, who is given power by the dragon.  This beast 
symbolizes the Roman Empire, which in John’s day was the embodiment of Antichrist, a world power in 
opposition to the reign of Christ. Beginning with Julius Caesar, Roman emperors had been deified, that 
is, were given the status and worship due to a god, the early ones after their death, but later emperors 
even during their lifetime.  Although this policy of promoting an emperor-cult came ultimately from the 
emperor himself, its execution lay in the hands of local officials.  These political underlings could be 
aptly represented by the second beast that John saw coming up out of the earth (13:11) and whom he 
later called the false prophet (16:13).  This is personified paganism itself.  

10. This mimic, counterfeit, Satanic trinity shapes what the Apostle John called “the world.” 

a) Humanity organized in opposition to Christ, His church and His Kingdom-Rule.  
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b) For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should 
not perish but have eternal life. (John 3:16) 

c) Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the 
Father is not in him. For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and the desires of the 
eyes and pride of life—is not from the Father but is from the world. And the world is passing 
away along with its desires, but whoever does the will of God abides forever. (1 John 2:15-
17) 

d) We know that we are from God, and the whole world lies in the power of the evil one. (1 John 
5:19) 

11. Jesus reveals to John the power behind all the evil in this world: The Satanic Trinity.  

a) Revelation 13:1-18 

b) Satan: The False God (12:7-9) 

c) The State: The Antichrist (13:1-10) 

d) Civil Religion: The False Prophet (13:11-18) 

e) The Dragon and his twin-Beasts 

I. UNDERSTANDING THE VISION OF THE SATANIC TRINITY (Rev. 13:1-18) 

A. The False God: Satan (Rev. 12:7-9) 

1. Now war arose in heaven, Michael and his angels fighting against the dragon. And the dragon and 
his angels fought back, but he was defeated, and there was no longer any place for them in heaven. 
And the great dragon was thrown down, that ancient serpent, who is called the devil and Satan, the 
deceiver of the whole world—he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down 
with him. (Rev. 12:7-9) 

2. Remember: This is the Central Vision of this Book, with the very centerpiece of the Book coming 
between verse 7 and 8 …  

Now war arose in heaven, Michael and his angels fighting against the dragon. And the 
dragon and his angels fought back, but he was defeated, and there was no longer any place 
for them in heaven. (Rev. 12:7-8) 

3. Charles Erdman: Revelation; p. 107 

The central section (chs. 12 to 14) is opened with an introductory vision (chs. 12:1 to 13:1a), as is the 
case with all the main divisions of the book.  It indicates that controlling all the enemies of the church 
is Satan, the enemy, and that behind all the powers of evil is the evil one.  

4. I mentioned last week that I hold to the traditional view (Milton’s Paradise Lost) that Satan rebelled 
against God in heaven …  

a) Origen: An Early Church Father (De Principiis; Book I, v. 5) 

Most evidently by these words is he shown to have fallen from heaven, who formerly was 
Lucifer, and who used to arise in the morning.  For if, as some think, he has a nature of 
darkness, how is Lucifer said to have existed before? Or how could he arise in the 
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morning, who had in himself nothing of the light? Nay, even the Saviour Himself teaches 
us, saying of the devil, “Behold, I see Satan fallen from heaven like lightening.” 

b) Jesus seems to allude to this fact: 

(1) And he said to them, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. (Luke 10:18) 

(2) Now is the judgment of this world; now will the ruler of this world be cast out. 
And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” 
(John 12:31-32) 

(3) And when he comes, he will convict the world concerning sin and 
righteousness and judgment: concerning sin, because they do not believe in 
me; concerning righteousness, because I go to the Father, and you will see me 
no longer; concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged. 
(John 16:8-11) 

c) I take this to mean: 

(1) Satan was cast out of heaven between Genesis 2 and 3 

(2) Satan fell into utter defeat at Christ’s crucifixion and resurrection 

(3) Satan has been judged and awaits a future in the Lake of Fire. 

5. I also believe that Isaiah 14:12-15 has a double-meaning: 

a) How you are fallen from heaven, 
O Day Star, son of Dawn! 
How you are cut down to the ground, 
you who laid the nations low! 
You said in your heart, 
‘I will ascend to heaven; 
above the stars of God 
I will set my throne on high; 
I will sit on the mount of assembly 
in the far reaches of the north; 
I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; 
I will make myself like the Most High.’ 
But you are brought down to Sheol, 
to the far reaches of the pit. (Isa. 14:12-15) 

b) a reference to the King of Babylon: temporal meaning 

c) a deeper reference to Lucifer: The text cannot be “fulfilled” by an earthy king, but only by 
Satan. 

6. Lucifer has thus become “the god of this world” 

a) In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them 
from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. (2 Cor. 
4:4) 

b) exactly how John describes Satan:  
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And the great dragon was thrown down, that ancient serpent, who is called the devil 
and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world—he was thrown down to the earth, and his 
angels were thrown down with him. (Rev. 12:9) 

c) ancient serpent (Genesis 3), the devil (diabolos) and Satan (Greek: Satanas) the deceiver 
of the whole world.  

7. Satan has become a mimic of God the Father, a false god, the spiritual father of all men lost in lies, 
deception, darkness:  

You are of your father the devil, and your will is to do your father's desires. He was a 
murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. 
When he lies, he speaks out of his own character, for he is a liar and the father of lies. (John 
8:44) 

8. And, as the Father begets the Son, so Lucifer spawns another who will serve as a false Christ … 
another Christ … the Antichrist … 

B. The False Christ: The State (Rev. 13:1-10) 

1. And I saw a beast rising out of the sea, with ten horns and seven heads, with ten diadems on its horns 
and blasphemous names on its heads. And the beast that I saw was like a leopard; its feet were like a 
bear's, and its mouth was like a lion's mouth. And to it the dragon gave his power and his throne and 
great authority. One of its heads seemed to have a mortal wound, but its mortal wound was healed, 
and the whole earth marveled as they followed the beast. And they worshiped the dragon, for he had 
given his authority to the beast, and they worshiped the beast, saying, “Who is like the beast, and 
who can fight against it?” And the beast was given a mouth uttering haughty and blasphemous 
words, and it was allowed to exercise authority for forty-two months. It opened its mouth to utter 
blasphemies against God, blaspheming his name and his dwelling, that is, those who dwell in 
heaven. Also it was allowed to make war on the saints and to conquer them. And authority was given 
it over every tribe and people and language and nation, and all who dwell on earth will worship it, 
everyone whose name has not been written before the foundation of the world in the book of life of the 
Lamb who was slain. If anyone has an ear, let him hear: 

If anyone is to be taken captive, 
    to captivity he goes; 
if anyone is to be slain with the sword, 
    with the sword must he be slain. 
Here is a call for the endurance and faith of the saints. (Rev. 13:1-10) 

2. John describes the First Beast, rising out of the sea: 

a) The ancient world associated the sea with turbulence, evil, danger and great monsters. 

b) In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon, Daniel saw a dream and visions of his 
head as he lay in his bed. Then he wrote down the dream and told the sum of the matter. 
Daniel declared, “I saw in my vision by night, and behold, the four winds of heaven were 
stirring up the great sea. And four great beasts came up out of the sea, different from one 
another. (Daniel 7:1-3) 

c) And when they have finished their testimony, the beast that rises from the bottomless pit 
will make war on them and conquer them and kill them, (Rev. 11:7) 
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d) The beast that you saw was, and is not, and is about to rise from the bottomless pit and go 
to destruction. And the dwellers on earth whose names have not been written in the book 
of life from the foundation of the world will marvel to see the beast, because it was and is 
not and is to come. (Rev. 17:8) 

e) the abyss … the sea … the bottomless pit are all the same imagery.  

f) from under the sea, from down into the deep, from under the currents of the world a 
monster rises! 

g) Charles R Erdman: “… a symbol of the disturbed and stormy social and political 
conditions out of which tyrannies commonly arise.” (p. 112) 

3. He is described by John in vs. 1 and 2 

a) And I saw a beast rising out of the sea, with ten horns and seven heads, with ten diadems 
on its horns and blasphemous names on its heads. And the beast that I saw was like a 
leopard; its feet were like a bear's, and its mouth was like a lion's mouth. And to it the 
dragon gave his power and his throne and great authority. (Rev. 13:1-2) 

b) Ten diadems= to rulers/ kings = the “Ten Caesars” of Rome 

(1) Julius Caesar 

(2) Octavius Augustus 

(3) Tiberius  

(4) Gaius Caligula 

(5) Claudius 

(6) Nero 

(7) Galba, Vitellius, Otho > Civil War (69 AD) 

(8) Vespasian 

(9) Titus 

(10)Domitian 

c) Seven heads: Rome sat/sits on 7 hills 

d) blasphemous names on its head: “the divine Caesar”; “The Son of the gods”; Domitian: 
“our lord and our god” (temples) 

e) And the beast that I saw was like a leopard; its feet were like a bear's, and its mouth was 
like a lion's mouth. And to it the dragon gave his power and his throne and great 
authority. (Rev. 13:2) 

(1) A part of Daniel’s four beasts rolled into one 

(2) Daniel declared, “I saw in my vision by night, and behold, the four winds of 
heaven were stirring up the great sea. And four great beasts came up out of the 
sea, different from one another. The first was like a lion and had eagles' wings. 
Then as I looked its wings were plucked off, and it was lifted up from the 
ground and made to stand on two feet like a man, and the mind of a man was 
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given to it. And behold, another beast, a second one, like a bear. It was raised 
up on one side. It had three ribs in its mouth between its teeth; and it was told, 
‘Arise, devour much flesh.’ After this I looked, and behold, another, like a 
leopard, with four wings of a bird on its back. And the beast had four heads, 
and dominion was given to it. After this I saw in the night visions, and behold, 
a fourth beast, terrifying and dreadful and exceedingly strong. It had great 
iron teeth; it devoured and broke in pieces and stamped what was left with its 
feet. It was different from all the beasts that were before it, and it had ten 
horns. (Daniel 7:2-7) 

(3) The Lion: the symbol of Babylon: a winged lion with a man’s head 

(4) The Bear: The symbol of the Persian Empire 

(5) The Leopard: The symbol of Alexander the Great’s Greek Empire 

(6) The Iron Beast: The image of Invincible Rome! 

4. Note: And to it the dragon gave his power and his throne and great authority. 

a) an almost supernatural dominance, invincibility and lasting power unknown prior to 
Rome. 

b) Rome has continued on to this day! 

c) H.C. Leopold: Daniel; p. 314 

It may be correctly argued that the pattern of empire development adopted by the Romans 
has been followed by practically all the succeeding world powers.  Roman law is said still 
to be the pattern of jurisprudence.  Roman classic literature dominated the literature 
produced since that time.  In fact, the powers that can be said to have anything like world 
dominion are segments of the old Roman Empire, and so the fourth beast is still in a sense 
alive though Rome was overthrown.  It flatters our vanity but little that the Bible does not 
seem to deem our modern achievements, inventions, and forms of progress in sciences and 
arts worthy of separate mention.  They are really something that was latent in Roman 
achievement and are now coming to the surface.   

5. America: The United States of America is a part of Rome, with vestiges of the Old Empire of 
Caesar – a senate, Roman architecture, our motto in Latin: E Pluribus Unum (an old Roman motto of 
their empire). an Eagle as our insignia, etc.  

6. John then says something strange: 

a) One of its heads seemed to have a mortal wound, but its mortal wound was healed, and 
the whole earth marveled as they followed the beast. And they worshiped the dragon, for 
he had given his authority to the beast, and they worshiped the beast, saying, “Who is like 
the beast, and who can fight against it?” And the beast was given a mouth uttering 
haughty and blasphemous words, and it was allowed to exercise authority for forty-two 
months. (Rev. 13:3-5) 

b) Grant R. Osborne: Revelation: ECNT; p. 496 
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Those who have a corporate view of the beast as the Roman emperor believe this was the 
chaos that reigned in A.D. 68-69 after the suicide of Nero, when civil war broke out and 
three pretenders claimed the throne in a single year.  The recovery of the empire under 
Vespasian seemed miraculous.  

c) i.e., This Beast seems invincible, unable to be killed. 

d) pointing to the longevity of Rome’s influence over time, throughout history, all over the 
world.  

e) Western socio-political order 

7. This Beast – Rome and all Political States – will continually make war on the Church, persecute 
Christians, and put the martyrs to death: 

a) And the beast was given a mouth uttering haughty and blasphemous words, and it was 
allowed to exercise authority for forty-two months. It opened its mouth to utter 
blasphemies against God, blaspheming his name and his dwelling, that is, those who dwell 
in heaven. Also it was allowed to make war on the saints and to conquer them. And 
authority was given it over every tribe and people and language and nation, and all who 
dwell on earth will worship it, everyone whose name has not been written before the 
foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb who was slain. If anyone has an 
ear, let him hear: (Rev. 13:5-9) 

b) The Choice? “Caesar is Lord” or die. 

c) Gist: put your faith in the American Government and our way of life or in Jesus Christ and 
the Church … 

d) … but you can’t do both. 

e) And Christians will forever and always be persecuted.  

8. John quotes Jeremiah 15:2 in shortened form:  

a) And when they ask you, ‘Where shall we go?’ you shall say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord: 

“‘Those who are for pestilence, to pestilence, 
and those who are for the sword, to the sword; those who are for famine, to famine, 
and those who are for captivity, to captivity.’ (Jer. 15:2) 

b) If anyone has an ear, let him hear: If anyone is to be taken captive, to captivity he goes; if 
anyone is to be slain with the sword, with the sword must he be slain. (Rev. 13:9-10) 

c) The inevitable lot of faithful Christians: jail or execution.  

9. So, he gives the first of two “calls” to the church in the last days: 

a) Here is a call for the endurance and faith of the saints. (Rev. 13:10) 
b) endurance: perseverance in our loyalty to Christ 

c) And many false prophets will arise and lead many astray. And because lawlessness will be 
increased, the love of many will grow cold. But the one who endures to the end will be 
saved. (Matt. 24:11-13) 

d) faith: trusting God for salvation even unto death.  
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10. Please notice these repeated pictures –  

a) First, Jesus Christ the Lord: Seven Horns 

And between the throne and the four living creatures and among the elders I saw a 
Lamb standing, as though it had been slain, with seven horns and with seven eyes, 
which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth. (Rev. 5:6) 

b) Satan: 7 heads and 10 horns 

And another sign appeared in heaven: behold, a great red dragon, with seven heads 
and ten horns, and on his heads seven diadems. (Rev. 12:3) 

c) The Antichrist: a combination of both 

(1) And I saw a beast rising out of the sea, with ten horns and seven heads, with 
ten diadems on its horns and blasphemous names on its heads. (Rev. 13:1) 

(2) The Authority of Satan! 

(3) Looking like another (anti) Christ! 

11. Grant R. Osborne: Revelation: ECNT; p. 490 

This begins another parody or great imitation: While the dragon usurps the role of God, the beast 
from the sea usurps the role of Christ (with the second beast or “false prophet,” the three become the 
false trinity in 16:13). That the diadems are on the horns of this beast indicates that while the dragon 
is the king of the evil empire, the beast is the military arm of the king, a parody of the “seven horns” 
of the Lamb in 5:6. 

12. All this Antichrist (the state) needs is religious endorsement … 

13. … enter The False Prophet!  

C. The False Prophet: Civil Religion (Rev. 13:11-18) 

1. The second Beast emerges from the earth … 

a) Then I saw another beast rising out of the earth. It had two horns like a lamb and it spoke 
like a dragon. It exercises all the authority of the first beast in its presence, and makes the 
earth and its inhabitants worship the first beast, whose mortal wound was healed. It 
performs great signs, even making fire come down from heaven to earth in front of people, 
and by the signs that it is allowed to work in the presence of the beast it deceives those 
who dwell on earth, telling them to make an image for the beast that was wounded by the 
sword and yet lived. And it was allowed to give breath to the image of the beast, so that 
the image of the beast might even speak and might cause those who would not worship the 
image of the beast to be slain. Also it causes all, both small and great, both rich and poor, 
both free and slave, to be marked on the right hand or the forehead, so that no one can 
buy or sell unless he has the mark, that is, the name of the beast or the number of its name. 
This calls for wisdom: let the one who has understanding calculate the number of the 
beast, for it is the number of a man, and his number is 666. (Rev. 13:11-18) 

b) earth: like Daniel’s fourth Beast (the place of mankind) 

2. His description betrays his true nature … 
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a) Then I saw another beast rising out of the earth. It had two horns like a lamb and it spoke 
like a dragon. (Rev. 13:11) 

b) Two horns like a lamb – the appearance of Christ 

c) but a voice like the dragon – the words of Satan 

d) Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing but inwardly are ravenous 
wolves. (Matt. 7:15)  

3. It exercises all the authority of the first beast in its presence, and makes the earth and its inhabitants 
worship the first beast, whose mortal wound was healed. It performs great signs, even making fire 
come down from heaven to earth in front of people, and by the signs that it is allowed to work in the 
presence of the beast it deceives those who dwell on earth, telling them to make an image for the 
beast that was wounded by the sword and yet lived. (Rev. 13:12-14) 

a) note the repeated phrase “in the presence of the beast”. 

b) i.e., this False Prophet/ Civil Religion only exists at the will of the State.  

c) and under the Governments sanction and support.  

4. This bogus religion is demonically empowered to “perform great signs” – like Jannes and Jambres, 
Pharaoh’s magicians.  

a) to impress mankind 

b) to lead people astray  

c) To point the world toward devotion to the State. 

5. This Civil Religion turns the state into a god, a savior, and legitimizes the persecution and martyrdom 
of those who are loyal to Christ over Caesar.  

And it was allowed to give breath to the image of the beast, so that the image of the beast 
might even speak and might cause those who would not worship the image of the beast to 
be slain. (Rev. 13:15) 

6. This Civil Religion (worship of the state/ culture) carries with it a new baptism  

a) Also it causes all, both small and great, both rich and poor, both free and slave, to be 
marked on the right hand or the forehead, so that no one can buy or sell unless he has the 
mark, that is, the name of the beast or the number of its name. This calls for wisdom: let 
the one who has understanding calculate the number of the beast, for it is the number of a 
man, and his number is 666. (Rev. 13:16-18) 

b) The “Mark of the Beast” (symbolical, not literal) 

c) New Baptism: a pledge of loyalty to the State over all others. 

d) A spiritual mark: We belong to the god of this world and we trust in Washington, D.C. to 
save us from all evil. 

7. John says this number 666 is (literally) “number of man”  

a) The solutions to this riddle are legendary and ludicrous. 

b) gematria: assigning numerical values to letters of the alphabet and adding them up.  
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c) The Pope, Hitler, Mussolini, Alexander, Hadrian, the sum of the Caesars from Julius 
Caesar to Vespasian, the Empire of Rome, Nazi Germany, Euanthas, Teitan 
(mythological beast), Lateinos and most popular: Caesar Nero.  

d) Example: In gematrial number “Michael Ross” totals to 123. (So The Number of Michael 
Ross in 123) 

8. Caesar Nero is the most popular solution.  But it is too convoluted to work.   

a) First: you have to translate the Latin into Hebrew 

b) Then number it; but it only adds up to 616 

c) The number occurring in several old manuscripts 

d) Also the Greek “Caesar” in Hebrew necessitates adding a letter that makes the tally 676. It 
only becomes 666 if you leave out a Hebrew letter! 

9. There is a simpler and more consistent answer: To see the numbers 666 as three symbolical numbers 
–  

a) 6 is the symbolical number for man, who was created on the 6th day. 

b) 6-6-6 points to a Trinity that is inferior to 777 (the number of perfection) 

c) In heaven the cherubim never cease to sing …  

And the four living creatures, each of them with six wings, are full of eyes all around 
and within, and day and night they never cease to say, 

“Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty, who was and is and is to come!” (Rev. 
4:8)  

d) “Perfect, Perfect, Perfect is the Lord God Almighty”  

10. The number of man = The Man of Lawlessness (Antichrist) 

a) Let no one deceive you in any way. For that day will not come, unless the rebellion comes 
first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction, who opposes and 
exalts himself against every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in 
the temple of God, proclaiming himself to be God. (2 Thess. 2:3-4) 

b) Not a singular person but the spirit of many antichrists:  

(1) Children, it is the last hour, and as you have heard that antichrist is coming, so 
now many antichrists have come. Therefore we know that it is the last hour. 
(1John 2:18) 

(2) Who is the liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is the 
antichrist, he who denies the Father and the Son. (1 John 2:22) 

(3) By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ 
has come in the flesh is from God, and every spirit that does not confess Jesus 
is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you heard was 
coming and now is in the world already. (1 John 4:2-3) 
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(4) For many deceivers have gone out into the world, those who do not confess the 
coming of Jesus Christ in the flesh. Such a one is the deceiver and the 
antichrist. (2 John 7) 

11. I believe that 666 symbolizes a man-centered worldview, politics and religion, spawned by the 
Satanic Trinity, that will forever …  

a) Indicate that this Satanic Trinity forever falls short of God’s goodness, glory, grace (Leon 
Morris: Revelation: TNTC; p. 168) 

The number may be meant to indicate not an individual, but a persistent falling short.  All 
the more is this likely to be correct if we translate ‘it is the number of man’ rather than ‘a 
man’. John will then be saying that unregenerate man is persistently evil. He bears the 
mark of the beast.  

For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. (Romans 3:23) 

b) Point to the perennial failure of mankind set against the Triune God (Wm. Hendriksen: 
More Than Conquerors; pg. 182) 

Six, moreover, is not seven and never reaches seven.  It ever fails to attain to perfection; 
that is, it never becomes seven.  Six means missing the mark, failure.  Seven means 
perfection, victory.  Rejoice, O church of God! The victory is on thy side.  The number of 
the beast is six hundred sixty-six, that is failure upon failure upon failure! It is the number 
of MAN, for the beast glories in Man; hence, must fail!  

c) Plunge the world and the Church into immeasurable evil, pain and suffering (Charles R. 
Erdman: Revelation; pp. 114-115) 

The number six is one short of seven, which denotes perfection; six is therefore the symbol 
of imperfection and of sin.  If we triple the figure six, or to the number six add six, 
multiplied by ten and one hundred, there may be a “number” which represents the 
greatest conceivable embodiment of depravity and of evil.   

These three, the dragon, the beast, and the false prophet, form a monstrous trinity.  Under 
their pitiless and murderous reign, the church enters the darkest hour of its tribulation 
and martyrdom and distress.   

12. John says, “This calls for wisdom,” his second call in this text –  

a) This calls for wisdom: let the one who has understanding calculate the number of the 
beast, for it is the number of a man, and his number is 666. (Rev. 13:18) 

b) The wisdom to see the Satanic Trinity behind all that is in the world. 

c) For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride of 
life—is not from the Father but is from the world. And the world is passing away along 
with its desires, but whoever does the will of God abides forever. (1 John 2:16-17) 

d) Lust, materialism, pride – The Mark of the Beast!  

II. APPLYING THE VISION OF THE SATANIC TRINITY  

     John gives us three applications … 
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A. The Call to Endurance (Rev. 13:10) 

1. If anyone is to be taken captive, 
to captivity he goes; 
if anyone is to be slain with the sword, 
with the sword must he be slain. 
Here is a call for the endurance and faith of the saints. (Rev. 13:10) 

2. A repeated exhortation of John in the Revelation … 

a) Here is a call for the endurance of the saints, those who keep the commandments of God 
and their faith in Jesus. (Rev. 14:12) 

b) I know your works, your toil and your patient endurance, and how you cannot bear with 
those who are evil, but have tested those who call themselves apostles and are not, and 
found them to be false. I know you are enduring patiently and bearing up for my name's 
sake, and you have not grown weary. (Rev. 2:2-3) 

c) I know your works, your love and faith and service and patient endurance, and that your 
latter works exceed the first. (Rev. 2:19) 

d) Because you have kept my word about patient endurance, I will keep you from the hour of 
trial that is coming on the whole world, to try those who dwell on the earth. (Rev. 3:10) 

3. Endurance … Perseverance … Steadfastness: the virtue of not giving in or giving up in the 
Christian life, despite the opposition we face.  

4. We need to be spiritually tougher.  Endurance is our “end game” in this world.  

Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and put you to death, and you will be hated by all 
nations for my name's sake. And then many will fall away and betray one another and hate 
one another. And many false prophets will arise and lead many astray. And because 
lawlessness will be increased, the love of many will grow cold. But the one who endures to the 
end will be saved. (Mt. 24:9-13) 

5. We can’t quit! The Love of God the Father will sustain us to the very end.   

B. The Call to Faithfulness (Rev. 13:10) 

1. If anyone is to be taken captive, 
to captivity he goes; 
if anyone is to be slain with the sword, 
with the sword must he be slain. 
Here is a call for the endurance and faith of the saints. (Rev. 13:10) 

2. literally: “the endurance and the faithfulness” 

a) Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to throw some of you 
into prison, that you may be tested, and for ten days you will have tribulation. Be faithful 
unto death, and I will give you the crown of life. (Rev. 2:10) 

b) And they have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, 
for they loved not their lives even unto death. (Rev. 12:11) 

c) We call this Loyalty. 
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3. Our loyalty to Jesus Christ, as He is presented to us in the Gospel, is our guarantee of salvation.  

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who 
believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. For in it the righteousness of God is revealed 
from faith for faith, as it is written, “The righteous shall live by faith.” (Rom. 1:16-17) 

For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift 
of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are his workmanship, created 
in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. 
(Eph. 2:8-10) 

4. Faith in Christ lead to faithfulness to Him, His Church and His Christian witness.  Faithfulness is the 
opposite of apostasy – falling away.   

5. We live in an age of lawlessness trying to drag us into forsaking Christ, the Church, Christianity. 

a) And then many will fall away and betray one another and hate one another. And many 
false prophets will arise and lead many astray. And because lawlessness will be increased, 
the love of many will grow cold. (Matt. 24:10-12) 

b) Now we request you, brethren, with regard to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our 
gathering together to Him, that you not be quickly shaken from your composure or be 
disturbed either by a spirit or a message or a letter as if from us, to the effect that the day 
of the Lord has come. Let no one in any way deceive you, for it will not come unless the 
apostasy comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction, (2 
Thess. 2:1-3 NASB) 

6. Only one thing will keep us from this apostasy: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

a) the grace that saved us, 

b) will be the grace that sustains us, 

c) and the grace that summons us to faithfulness.  

C. The Call to Wisdom (Rev. 13:18) 

1. This calls for wisdom: let the one who has understanding calculate the number of the beast, for it is 
the number of a man, and his number is 666. (Rev. 13:18) 

2. It will take wisdom from the Holy Spirit to help us see through the deceptions of our age, the 
distortions of civil religion, and the dominance of the secular state everywhere.  But the Holy Spirit 
can and will, give us this wisdom.  

a) If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, 
and it will be given him. (James 1:5) 

b) Who is wise and understanding among you? By his good conduct let him show his works 
in the meekness of wisdom. But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your 
hearts, do not boast and be false to the truth. This is not the wisdom that comes down from 
above, but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic. For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, 
there will be disorder and every vile practice. But the wisdom from above is first pure, 
then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy and good fruits, impartial and 
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sincere. And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace. (James 
3:13-18) 

c) This calls for a mind with wisdom … (Rev. 17:9) 

3. The Word of God is the wisdom of God for our age and every age.  To immerse our minds, souls, 
and lives in the Word is to gain the Spirit’s Wisdom –  

All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, 
and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every 
good work. (2 Tim. 3:16-17) 

4. The Word of the Spirit grants us wisdom for our times  

Yet among the mature we do impart wisdom, although it is not a wisdom of this age or of the 
rulers of this age, who are doomed to pass away. But we impart a secret and hidden wisdom 
of God, which God decreed before the ages for our glory. None of the rulers of this age 
understood this, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. But, as it is 
written, 

“What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, 
nor the heart of man imagined, 
what God has prepared for those who love him”— 

these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit. For the Spirit searches everything, 
even the depths of God. For who knows a person's thoughts except the spirit of that person, 
which is in him? So also no one comprehends the thoughts of God except the Spirit of 
God. Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we 
might understand the things freely given us by God. And we impart this in words not taught by 
human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to those who are spiritual. 
The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, 
and he is not able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned. The spiritual 
person judges all things, but is himself to be judged by no one. “For who has understood the 
mind of the Lord so as to instruct him?” But we have the mind of Christ. (1 Cor. 2:6-16) 

5. This wisdom is passed on to us by the Church! 

Conclusion: We are not in this world alone, or in these last days   without God … 

1. The Satanic Trinity gives to the world foolishness, fear and failure: The Mark of the Beast … 666. 

2. The Triune God offers to Christians, and all who would become a follower of Christ grace, love and 
fellowship: The Mark of God 

a) Father 

b) Son 

c) Holy Spirit 

3. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with 
you always, to the end of the age. (Matt. 28:19-20) 
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The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all. (2 Cor. 13:14) 

 


