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When The Godly Disappear 

INTRODUCTION: The Church in America is more uncertain about its faith, its message and its mission than 
ever before in our brief history.   

1. This uncertainty has come about because of the massive cultural shift in our society –  

a) Political shifting from Conservative to “Progressive” 

b) Rise of the Homosexual Agenda (LGBT mission) 

c) The “Nones” dropping out of church in droves 

d) Loss of a “Judeo-Christian Consensus” due to pluralism 

e) The Reconfiguration of the “New Family” 

f) Technology, Loss of Community, Individualism, Isolation 

g) Dysfunction of family, church and government.  

2. David captures our angst with the probing question: “When the foundations are destroyed what can the 
righteous do?” (Ps. 11:3)  

3. In fact: Psalm 11 and Psalm 12 are considered Twin Psalms, for they both express dismay, 
discouragement and discontent over the new status quo in the society at large –  

a) if the foundations are destroyed, 
what can the righteous do? (Psalm 11:3) 

 
b) Save, O Lord, for the godly one is gone; 

for the faithful have vanished from among the children of man. (Psalm 12:1) 

c) Derek Kidner: Psalm 1-72: TOTC; p. 74 

This psalm, on the use and abuse of words, might almost be an expansion of the cry heard in 
Psalm 11:3, for the situation is full of menace.   

d) First, the crumbling of spiritual foundations; second, the absence of godly friends and allies.  

e) Michael Wilcock: Psalms 1-72: BST; p. 48 

Psalm 11 has already pointed us in that direction.  We could imagine this psalm growing out 
of the same circumstances.  Suppose the friends who had advised him to ‘flee’ (11:1), and to 
whom he had said that he wouldn’t, had then responded, ‘Well, if you won’t, we shall!’ Help, 
Lord, cries David, the faithful have vanished (12:1).  

4. David awakens, one day, only to discover that the foundations of spiritual and social life – family, 
church, government – have decayed and collapsed; and to make matters worse, the godly people 
necessary to restore these foundations are gone! They’ve suddenly vanished!  

a) Save, O Lord, for the godly one is gone; 
for the faithful have vanished from among the children of man. (Psalm 12:1) 



 

PS1612 
 

2 

b) Help, Lord, for the godly man ceases to be, 
For the faithful disappear from among the sons of men. (Psalm 12:1 NASB) 

c) St. Augustine (Vulgate); “Save, O Lord, for there is now no saint; Truths are decayed among 
the children of men.”  

d) John Goldingay has rendered Psalm 12:1 in this way: “Do deliver, YHWH, because the 
committed have come to an end, because the true people have vanished from among 
humanity.”  

5. We seem to have awakened to the same spiritual demise: The godly of the land are turning away from 
godliness! 

a) We were “born-again” and woke up to a new life and a new vision of society in the 1960’s-
1980’s. 

b) “Christian America,” “traditional family values,” “Judeo-Christian culture,” “A moral 
majority,” “Taking America Back for God.” 

c) But then we woke up one day, in 2015, to same-sex marriage, non-gender bathrooms, and 
many of our kids becoming “Nones.”  

d) Overnight, we went from Moral Majority to disenfranchised minority! But how? When? 
Why?  

6. Whatever happened to the Moral Majority? Where did they all go?  

7. Russell Moore: Onward: Engaging The Culture Without Losing the Gospel; (pp. 30-32): He speaks of 
the danger of seeing ourselves as a “moral majority”  

The loss of a majority mind-set is hastened by cultural and political trends, and we should welcome this 
loss.  It started with good intentions, to get out of enclaves and connect with the broader public, but it 
came with too high of a price.  The emphasis on “values” over gospel exported throughout the nation 
some of the worst aspects of southern Christendom. Christianity became a totem to secure a happy 
marriage, a successful career, well-behaved children – all that, and eternal life too.  Such a Christianity 
doesn’t have a Galilean accent, but rather the studied clip of a telemarketer.  It sought to normalize 
Christianity by finding a goal that the church and the culture could agree on, even if Jesus were resting 
comfortably in his borrowed grave. This vision was a Christian America, or a Judeo-Christian America, 
or a “traditional family values” America.  

This is inextricably linked to a self-understanding of the church’s witness as majority report.  In order to 
keep a political power-base, some religious activists had to claim as their own whoever would help the 
cause.  

Moreover, seeing ourselves as a majority led at times to both a theological downgrade and a counter-
productive public stance.  The application of the promises to Israel to the United States of America, for 
example, cause many to miss, as we will see in the next chapter, the meaning of the kingdom of God, and 
thus to bypass Jesus Christ himself.  The idea of America as a Christian nation is able to get “Amens” in 
the churches only as long as the churches believe America is, at least in some ways, with us and not 
against us. But what happens when the cultural climate starts to shift in obvious ways? If the church 
believes the United States is a sort of new Israel, then we become frantic when we see ourselves “losing 
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America.” We then start to speak in gloomy terms of America as, at best, Babylon, a place of hopeless 
exile or at worst, Gomorrah, slouching toward the judgment of God.  

8. David, as king of Israel (God’s OT Theocracy), is wondering the same thing:  

Save, O Lord, for the godly one is gone; 
for the faithful have vanished from among the children of man. Everyone utters lies to his neighbor; 
with flattering lips and a double heart they speak. 
May the Lord cut off all flattering lips, 
the tongue that makes great boasts, 
those who say, “With our tongue we will prevail, 
our lips are with us; who is master over us?” 
“Because the poor are plundered, because the needy groan, I will now arise,” says the Lord; 
“I will place him in the safety for which he longs.” 
The words of the Lord are pure words, 
like silver refined in a furnace on the ground, 
purified seven times. 
You, O Lord, will keep them; 
you will guard us from this generation forever. 
On every side the wicked prowl, 
as vileness is exalted among the children of man.  
(Ps. 12:1-8) 

9. David divides his Psalm/ Prayer into two stanzas/ paragraphs: 

a) Psalm 12:1-4 – The Culture of Lies 

b) Psalm 12:5-8 – The Cause of Truth 

I. UNDERSTANDING PSALM 12 – THE PROBLEM: A CULTURE OF LIES (Ps. 12:1-4) 

A. The Immoral Majority (v. 1)  

1. Save, O Lord, for the godly one is gone; 
for the faithful have vanished from among the children of man. (Psalm 12:1) 

2. David’s prayer begins this way, literally: “Save, O Yahweh, because the steadfastly faithful man 
ceases to be (i.e., is no more)” 

a) the Hebrew word to describe this good person is chasid 

b) holy one, godly one, saint, loyal one, covenant-keeper 

c) root word: chesed – most prominent word in the Psalter  

d) chesed: steadfast love, loving kindness, mercy, kindness; the covenant love and loyalty of 
God.   

e) When found in people (chesed) it points to those whose love for and loyalty to God is 
steadfast. 

f) Used 32 times in OT; 25 usages in the Psalms. 

g) Between the Testaments, synonymous with the Orthodox party. 

h) godly one = faithful one (in Hebrew parallelism)  
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3. David feels isolated, alone, one of quickly vanishing remnant of faithful Jews. This is a sentiment 
often expressed by other OT characters.  

a) Woe is me! For I have become 
as when the summer fruit has been gathered, 
as when the grapes have been gleaned: 
there is no cluster to eat, 
no first-ripe fig that my soul desires. 
The godly has perished from the earth, 
and there is no one upright among mankind; 
they all lie in wait for blood, 
and each hunts the other with a net.  
(Micah 7:1-2) 

b) The righteous man perishes, 
and no one lays it to heart; 
devout men are taken away, 
while no one understands. 
For the righteous man is taken away from calamity; (Isaiah 57:1) 

c) He said, “I have been very jealous for the Lord, the God of hosts. For the people of Israel 
have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the 
sword, and I, even I only, am left, and they seek my life, to take it away.” And he said, 
“Go out and stand on the mount before the Lord.” And behold, the Lord passed by, and a 
great and strong wind tore the mountains and broke in pieces the rocks before the Lord, 
but the Lord was not in the wind. And after the wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not 
in the earthquake. And after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire. And 
after the fire the sound of a low whisper. And when Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in 
his cloak and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. And behold, there came a 
voice to him and said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” He said, “I have been very 
jealous for the Lord, the God of hosts. For the people of Israel have forsaken your 
covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword, and I, even I 
only, am left, and they seek my life, to take it away.” (1 Kings 19:10-14) 

4. The Jews, both in OT times and Jesus’ time, considered the reign of David the golden age of Israel; 
the pinnacle of her glory. 

5. But David did not think so: He saw the ugly underbelly of lies, deceit, manipulation, unfaithfulness, 
violence and idolatry that few could see.  

6. Joseph S. Exell: The Biblical Illustrator: Psalms: Vol. 1; p. 185 

The golden age of a country may be a dark age in the estimate of the saint.  The true glory of a 
country is moral, and where the moral element is wanting all other glories are dim.  Philosophers, 
poets, commanders, artists, orators, statesmen, millionaires, do not make a “Golden Age,” but the 
presence of many virtuous and godly men.  

7. But, is David’s assessment 100% correct? Or is he voicing human anguish at the level of emotional 
response? Is the Psalmist writing from reason or expressing his feelings?  
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8. H.C. Leopold: Psalms; p. 130 

Dark is the picture that is presented: Loyal members of the covenant people are hard to find, have all 
but disappeared from the nation.  Basic virtues like “faithfulness” are no longer in evidence.  The 
situation is so bad that it presses a strong cry from the psalmist’s lips – “help,” a common cry when 
a situation is desperate, without necessarily requiring that an individual state from what he desires 
help. The situation as such makes the need obvious.  It is clear that the form of statement used is a 
hyperbole.  But that is all the more evidence as to how keenly the writer feels the existing corruption.   

9. David often feels, writes, speaks this way – in hyperbole: 

a) Why, O Lord, do you stand far away? 
Why do you hide yourself in times of trouble? (Psalm 10:1) 

b) Cast me not away from your presence, 
and take not your Holy Spirit from me.  
(Ps. 51:11) 

c) Lord, why do you cast my soul away? 
Why do you hide your face from me? 
Afflicted and close to death from my youth up, I suffer your terrors; I am helpless. 
Your wrath has swept over me; 
your dreadful assaults destroy me. 
They surround me like a flood all day long; 
they close in on me together. 
You have caused my beloved and my friend to shun me; my companions have become 
darkness. (Ps. 88:14-18) 

d) All these statements are not true, at least not literally, 

e) but the are how David thought and felt!  

10. The Fact: The majority of Israelites in David’s kingdom never were godly, righteous, faithful 
adherents to YHWH. Never! They …  

a) never came to Passover, Pentecost, Tabernacles 

b) they did not attend temple or house worship 

c) the didn’t pray, listen to scriptures, tithe or sacrifice 

d) they kept household idols; a believed in Baal and Asherah  

11. They were nominal Jews and feckless followers of David’s programs to spread faith in God 
throughout Israel.  They loved David for the prosperity and security he won for them, but they turned 
on him in a moment when Absalom grabbed the throne. There was never a “moral majority” in 
Israel – ever!  

Today, if you hear his voice, 
do not harden your hearts, as at Meribah, 
as on the day at Massah in the wilderness, 
when your fathers put me to the test 
and put me to the proof, though they had seen my work. For forty years I loathed that 
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generation 
and said, “They are a people who go astray in their heart, and they have not known my 
ways.” 
Therefore I swore in my wrath, 
“They shall not enter my rest.” (Ps. 95:7b-11) 
 
For who were those who heard and yet rebelled? Was it not all those who left Egypt led by 
Moses? And with whom was he provoked for forty years? Was it not with those who sinned, 
whose bodies fell in the wilderness?  And to whom did he swear that they would not enter his 
rest, but to those who were disobedient?  So we see that they were unable to enter because of 
unbelief. Therefore, while the promise of entering his rest still stands, let us fear lest any of 
you should seem to have failed to reach it. For good news came to us just as to them, but the 
message they heard did not benefit them, because they were not united by faith with those who 
listened. (Heb. 3:16-4:2) 

B. The Deceitful Culture (v. 2-5) 

1. Everyone utters lies to his neighbor; 
with flattering lips and a double heart they speak. 
May the Lord cut off all flattering lips, 
the tongue that makes great boasts, 
those who say, “With our tongue we will prevail, 
our lips are with us; who is master over us?” 
“Because the poor are plundered, because the needy groan, I will now arise,” says the Lord; 
“I will place him in the safety for which he longs.” (Ps.12:2-5) 

2. James L. Mays: Psalms: Interpretation; p. 77: “The prevalent wickedness is characterized in terms 
of what has happened to language in society; the themes are lips, tongues, hearts.”  

a) flattering lips – telling David, Priests and God what they want to hear.  

b) with a double heart they speak: manipulation  

c) tongue that makes great boasts – an arrogant spirit which promotes self and self-
dependence.  

d) i.e., “With our tongue we will prevail” (i.e., we will speak the lie of self-dependence and 
self-determination until everyone agrees and we “prevail” over the idea of submission to 
God.) 

e) Who is master over us – the heart of rebellion. Just as David wrote about in Psalm 2 … 

f) Why do the nations rage 
and the peoples plot in vain? 
The kings of the earth set themselves, 
and the rulers take counsel together, 
against the Lord and against his Anointed, saying “Let us burst their bonds apart 
and cast away their cords from us.” (Psalm 2:1-3) 

g) An immoral majority set against God, the rule of His Son, Jesus Christ, and the dictates of 
His Word.  
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3. This is an age-old problem, found in every era: people mouthing the words of faith with hearts full of 
unbelief, rebellion and resistance to God’s Word –  

a) In David’s time … 

May the Lord cut off all flattering lips, 
the tongue that makes great boasts, 
those who say, “With our tongue we will prevail, our lips are with us; who is master 
over us?” (Psalm 12:3-4) 

b) In Isaiah’s time … 

And the Lord said: 
“Because this people draw near with their mouth 
and honor me with their lips, 
while their hearts are far from me, 
and their fear of me is a commandment taught by men, 
therefore, behold, I will again 
do wonderful things with this people, 
with wonder upon wonder; 
and the wisdom of their wise men shall perish, and the discernment of their discerning 
men shall be hidden.” (Is. 29:13-14) 

c) In Jesus’ time … 

He answered them, “And why do you break the commandment of God for the sake of 
your tradition? For God commanded, ‘Honor your father and your mother,’ and, 
‘Whoever reviles father or mother must surely die.’ But you say, ‘If anyone tells his 
father or his mother, “What you would have gained from me is given to God,” he need 
not honor his father.’ So for the sake of your tradition you have made void the word of 
God. You hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy of you, when he said: 

“‘This people honors me with their lips, 
but their heart is far from me; 
in vain do they worship me, 
teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.’” (Matt. 15:3-9) 

d) In our time: “Christian America”  

4. Facts for us: America has never had a “moral majority.” Never.  

a) Church Membership: 1776 … 17%; 1860 … 30%; 1960 … 69% 

b) But, church attendance has never risen above 39% (1950’s) 

c) Only 25% of Americans claim to be “born again” 

d) Less than 10% of “Evangelicals” lead a truly holy and committed life for Christ. 

e) There has never been a “Christian America.” Never!  

5. The Moral Majority liked Republican Politics, Capitalism, affluence, “traditional values,” and a 
“Judeo-Christian Heritage,” so long as they prospered under those words and labels –  

a) Now, the majority approves of same-sex marriage 
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b) Vote for Obama, Clinton, or Trump 

c) Think homosexuality, fornication, adultery and divorce are compatible with Christianity. 

d) Are pro-life but would take their daughter to an abortion clinic rather than “ruin her life” 
with an illicit pregnancy!  

6. Face it.  There will never be a “moral majority” ever, in any culture because the moral man is the 
exception, not the rule, and only a product of supernatural regeneration.  

for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, (Romans 3:23) 

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the 
new has come. (2 Cor. 5:17) 

7. But God is listening.  He sees what’s happening, and He sides with David and “the godly ones” –  

a) “Because the poor are plundered, because the needy groan, 
I will now arise,” says the Lord; 
“I will place him in the safety for which he longs.” (Ps. 12:5) 

b) “the poor … the needy” – the ones God always favors 

c) The oppressed minority; never the “moral majority”  

8. And what is it God will do? He will speak through His Word.  

II. PRAYING PSALM 12 – THE SOLUTION (Ps. 12:5-8) 

A. The Purity of God’s Word (v. 6) 

1. The words of the Lord are pure words, 
like silver refined in a furnace on the ground, 
purified seven times. (Ps. 12:6) 

2. The solution to the evil tide all around is us the witness of God’s Word, pure and undefiled!  

a) The words of the Lord are pure words, 
like silver refined in a furnace on the ground, 
purified seven times. (Ps. 12:6) 

b) This God—his way is perfect; 
the word of the Lord proves true; 
he is a shield for all those who take refuge in him. (Ps. 18:30) 

c) The law of the Lord is perfect, 
reviving the soul; 
the testimony of the Lord is sure, 
making wise the simple; 
the precepts of the Lord are right, 
rejoicing the heart; 
the commandment of the Lord is pure, 
enlightening the eyes; 
the fear of the Lord is clean, 
enduring forever; 
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the rules of the Lord are true, 
and righteous altogether. 
More to be desired are they than gold, 
even much fine gold; 
sweeter also than honey 
and drippings of the honeycomb. 
Moreover, by them Your servant is warned; 
In keeping them there is great reward. 
(Ps. 19:7-11) 

d) Your word is very pure, 
Therefore Your servant loves it.  
(Ps. 119:140 NASB) 

e) Every word of God proves true; 
he is a shield to those who take refuge in him. (Prov. 30:5) 

f) All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, 
equipped for every good work. (2 Tim. 3:16-17) 

g) For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to 
the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and 
intentions of the heart. (Heb. 4:12) 

3. This is our mission – not to build a “moral majority” who will work and vote to enforce our 
traditional values, our Judeo-Christian heritage, or our Christian consensus. Our mission is to serve as 
a witness to the Kingdom of God – a faithful remnant proclaiming the Word of the Lord, calling 
people to …  

a) Repentance and faith in Jesus Christ 

b) Entrance into the Kingdom of God 

c) A holy life and a holistic ministry 

d) The will of God – our holiness and righteousness!  

(1) He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you 
but to do justice, and to love kindness, 
and to walk humbly with your God? (Micah 6:8) 

(2) For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you abstain from sexual 
immorality; that each one of you know how to control his own body in holiness 
and honor, not in the passion of lust like the Gentiles who do not know God; 
that no one transgress and wrong his brother in this matter, because the Lord 
is an avenger in all these things, as we told you beforehand and solemnly 
warned you. For God has not called us for impurity, but in holiness. Therefore 
whoever disregards this, disregards not man but God, who gives his Holy 
Spirit to you. (1 Thess. 4:3-8) 

This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, who desires all 
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people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. For there is one 
God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, (1 
Tim. 2:3-5) 

(3) And the Lord's servant must not be quarrelsome but kind to everyone, able to 
teach, patiently enduring evil, correcting his opponents with gentleness. God 
may perhaps grant them repentance leading to a knowledge of the truth, and 
they may come to their senses and escape from the snare of the devil, after 
being captured by him to do his will. (2 Tim. 24-26) 

4. The Word is likened to “silver refined in a furnace … purified seven times …” 

a) All the dross burned out; not a particle of impurity 

b) Melded, strengthened and bound together 

c) So pure and shining that it reflects the refiner’s face. 

d) The Word of God is the Face (Voice) of God in our world.  

5. Here me – please! Cowards complain in private, grouse in their communions, and run off to the 
voting booth in hopes of changing things.  The people of faith speak to other persons, face to face, 
about the “more excellent way” offered to all by God in the Bible.  

6. Irony: Once the majority cast off God and his Word, even while they attend church, life becomes 
unbearable.  They “hold to a form of godliness but without (divine) power,” the power of grace.  

a) But understand this, that in the last days there will come times of difficulty. For people 
will be lovers of self, lovers of money, proud, arrogant, abusive, disobedient to their 
parents, ungrateful, unholy, heartless, unappeasable, slanderous, without self-control, 
brutal, not loving good, treacherous, reckless, swollen with conceit, lovers of pleasure 
rather than lovers of God, having the appearance of godliness, but denying its power. 
Avoid such people. (2 Tim. 3:1-5) 

b) But in a short while they are desperate for something better, something more loving, 
something higher, more noble, even redemptive …  

c) They are ready for the Gospel, needy for Christ, and open to the Kingdom of God.  

d) The majority is willing to listen to the minority one again!  

7. You see, they’ve become tired of their own deceptions! They want to hear the truth! 

8.  Rolf A. Jacobson: Psalms: NICOT; pp. 156-157 

The human condition seems to come with an incredible temptation to deny reality.  The problem with 
denying reality is not merely that one embraces a delusion in place of that which is true.  The 
problem is also that in the course of denying reality, one almost inevitably does violence to others.  
The sin of the wicked in Psalm 12 is that in some way they are denying reality.  But behind each of 
these little denials, according to the psalms as a whole and Psalm 12 in particular, is a greater denial 
– the denial of the Lord’s reign.  But though denial of reality is a universal temptation, it is also a 
rather flimsy foundation on which to base one’s life.  The problem is still there; denial will not make 
it go away.  The remedy to denial is the truth. And when a person or persons will not hear the truth, it 
does not make the truth less true or relevant.  In Psalm 12, the truth is in God’s hands, or even better, 
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in God’s word.  The denial of God’s reign by the oppressors, which leads them to imagine that they 
can get away with other denials of reality that harm the neighbor, is a flimsy foundation on which to 
build a case.  Against this delusion, God speaks a word that is at once judgment for the oppressor 
and redemption for the oppressed.  

B. The Promise of God’s Intervention (v. 7-8) 

1. You, O Lord, will keep them; 
you will guard us from this generation forever.  
On every side the wicked prowl, 
as vileness is exalted among the children of man. (Ps. 12:7-8) 

2. David acknowledges that God will act 

a) He will keep/guard the godly ones 

b) even as vileness struts about on every side 

c) The wicked strut about on every side 
When vileness is exalted among the sons of men. (Ps. 12:8 NASB) 

3. Note: As vileness is exalted in every layer of society, the wicked prowl and the evil strut about 
because they feel that they now have “the majority.”  

4. One thing they and we have overlooked: Whenever God speaks His lone Voice is the majority 
opinion.  Whenever God judges, His assessment is the majority report.  And whenever God acts what 
He does is always the Moral Majority of the One! 

5. When the foundations are destroyed what can the righteous do? When the godly man ceases to be, 
where do the righteous go? The Answer is clear: They go to God in prayer and they speak God’s 
Word in truth.  

6. God has determined not to allow the majority of the human race to perish, but to save them by 
the Word of the Gospel of His Son, Jesus Christ!  

 
7. Why worry about the “Moral Majority”? What they say, how they think, what they do? All we need 

is the majority of God – Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. (2 Cor. 13:14) 

Conclusion: When we pray this Psalm we need to remember these five truths:  

1. Truths of which Russell Moore reminds us in his book Onward: Engaging The Culture Without Losing 
the Gospel (2015) 

2. First: We never were a “moral majority,” nor were the majority of people ever with us on moral issues. 
We are what the Church has ever been: A Prophetic Minority.  

a) Russel Moore: Onward; p. 45 

We are, if we ever were, a moral majority no more.  We are, on our best days, a prophetic 
minority.  That doesn’t mean that we should disengage, and it doesn’t mean we are victims.  It 
means that we know who we are and where our power is.  



 

PS1612 
 

12 

b) What the Bible calls the remnant. 

And Isaiah cries out concerning Israel: “Though the number of the sons of Israel be as 
the sand of the sea, only a remnant of them will be saved, for the Lord will carry out 
his sentence upon the earth fully and without delay.” And as Isaiah predicted, “If the 
Lord of hosts had not left us offspring,  
we would have been like Sodom  
and become like Gomorrah.” (Romans 9:27-29) 

c) But God does not need a “moral majority” to accomplish His will. 

d) God’s Kingdom is built on the majority of One – His own Will, His own Decree, His own 
Son.  

3. Second: We must see ourselves not as Victims but as Victors.  The world is crumbling under the weight 
of its own sins. It is self-ruined.  And we are called to rescue souls from that sinking ship.  

a) And the world is passing away along with its desires, but whoever does the will of God abides 
forever. (1 John 2:17) 

b) We may be persecuted as a prophetic minority, but the Word of God will prepare us to 
minister to a world going from bad to worse, into deeper and deeper levels of deceit.  

c) Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, while evil people 
and impostors will go on from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived. But as for you, 
continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from whom you learned 
it and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able 
to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.  All Scripture is breathed out by 
God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 
that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work. (2 Tim. 3:12-17) 

d) Russell Moore: Onward; pp. 216-217 

Yes, we face difficult times, every generation of the church does.  But we also face 
unprecedented opportunities, as cultural Christianity falls all around us. The Bible Belt was 
no Promised Land. “Christian America” was no nation of Israel.  And yet, many of us too are 
nervous about the future, about losing the security of a culture hospitable to Christian ethics, 
and to Christianity itself.  Our faith isn’t “safe” because of a lack of threat. It isn’t “safe” 
because of some illusion of permanence.   All of our security, all of our sense of “at-
homeness” in the culture and in this cosmos, will eventually be submerged beneath the fire of 
God’s righteous judgment.  But out of that, springs a new creation that started in a promise 
God made thousands of years ago.   

4. Third: We cannot pray, preach or witness in anger, frustration or fear. when we do we lose our prophetic 
voice and the power of prayer.  

a) Know this, my beloved brothers: let every person be quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to 
anger; for the anger of man does not produce the righteousness of God. Therefore put away 
all filthiness and rampant wickedness and receive with meekness the implanted word, which is 
able to save your souls. (James 1:19-21) 

b) Prophets don’t scream at people; they don’t threaten others, or boycott businesses or become 
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shrill. 

c) They see the Bigger Picture – every one of them: The Coming of the Kingdom of God!  

The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, 
and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, 
and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; 
and a little child shall lead them. 
The cow and the bear shall graze; 
their young shall lie down together; 
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, 
and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder's den. 
They shall not hurt or destroy 
in all my holy mountain; 
for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord 
as the waters cover the sea.  
(Isaiah 11:6-9) 

d) Russell Moore: Onward; p. 203 

If all we have to go on is what we see around us, then, of course, we will become scared and 
outraged, and our public witness will turn into an ongoing temper tantrum, designed just to 
prove to our opponents, and to ourselves, that we are still here.  And in so doing we would 
employ the rhetorical tricks of other insecure movements: sarcasm, vitriol, ridicule.  But we 
are not the voice of the past, of the Bible Belt to a post-Christian culture of how good things 
used to be.  We are the voice of the future, of the coming kingdom of God.  The message of the 
kingdom isn’t “You kids, get off our lawn.” The message of the kingdom is, “Make way for 
the coming of the Lord.” A gloomy view of culture leads to meanness.  If we believe we are on 
the losing side of history, we slide into the rage of those who know their time is short.  

5. Fourth: We must believe that we were born “for such a time as this,” and that our post-modern, post-
Christian, decaying culture is God’s choice for our mission field.  

a) We must listen again to Mordecai’s challenge to young Esther –  

Then Mordecai told them to reply to Esther, “Do not think to yourself that in the king's 
palace you will escape any more than all the other Jews. For if you keep silent at this 
time, relief and deliverance will rise for the Jews from another place, but you and your 
father's house will perish. And who knows whether you have not come to the kingdom 
for such a time as this?” (Esther 4:13-14) 

b) We, you and I, “have come to the kingdom for such a time as this.”  

c) Russell Moore: Onward; p. 181 

If we believe, though, in the sovereignty of God, then we believe that we were not born at this 
time, and in this culture, by accident.  If we belong to Christ, then this is our assigned mission 
field.  To rail against the culture is to say to God that we are entitled to a better mission field 
than the one he has given us. At the same time, if we simply dissolve into the culture around 
us, or refuse to leave untroubled the questions the culture deems too sensitive to ask, we are 
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not on mission at all.   

6. Fifth, and finally, if America falls into complete spiritual ruin, is judged by God, and ceases to be a 
nation, what harm will that do to us and our children? 

a) Great harm if we are totally invested in America and the American Dream – we lose it all!  

b) Russell Moore: “… it would be a tragedy to get the right president, the right congress, and 
the wrong Christ.” (p. 31) 

c) No harm to us if we are, by faith, untied to Christ and completely invested in the Kingdom of 
God.  

For many, of whom I have often told you and now tell you even with tears, walk as 
enemies of the cross of Christ. Their end is destruction, their god is their belly, and 
they glory in their shame, with minds set on earthly things. But our citizenship is in 
heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, (Phil. 3:18-20) 

d) Russell Moore: Onward; p. 204 

The worst thing that can possibly happen to us has already happened: we’re dead. We were 
crucified at Skull Place, under the wrath of God.  And the best thing that could happen to us 
has already happened; we’re alive, in Christ, and our future is seated at the the right hand of 
God, and he’s feeling just fine.  Jesus is marching onward, with us or without us, and if the 
gates of hell cannot hold him back, why on earth would he be panicked by Hollywood or 
Capitol Hill?  Times may grow dark indeed, but times have always been dark, since the 
insurrection of Eden.  Nonetheless, the light shines in the darkness and the darkness has not, 
the darkness will not, the darkness cannot overcome it. The arc of history is long, but it bends 
toward Jesus.   

7. Has the godly man ceased to be? No! God’s remnant is alive and well, and under His grace.  

8. But that godly remnant need God’s help (grace), God’s Word (voice) and the power of prayer (like Psalm 
11). With these three means of grace they overcome evil and usher people into The Kingdom of God.  

Through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God. (Acts 14:22) 

“Now the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ have 
come, for the accuser of our brothers has been thrown down, who accuses them day and night before 
our God. And they have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, 
for they loved not their lives even unto death. (Rev. 12:10-11) 

“The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he shall reign 
forever and ever.” (Rev. 11:15)  

 


