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Revelation 14:1-20    May 22, 2016 AM 
God on the Throne     Revelation 
RV1617          
 

An Eternal Gospel    
 

INTRODUCTION: I’d like to tell you a story that I’ve already told you – perhaps several times … 

1. … but one that made a life-long impression upon me.  

2. In the first week of May – actually from April 29 – May 8, 1978 – Billy Graham preached an 
Evangelistic Crusade in Memphis, Tennessee.   

a) I was a counselor at that Crusade, along with my fiancé Jane Gray Virden. 

b) On one of the final evenings a huge thunder storm, with massive, menacing black clouds, 
rolled out of Arkansas into Memphis.  

c) Thunder, lightening bolts and strong winds suddenly came upon the Liberty Bowl Stadium in 
Memphis.  

d) Billy Graham was preaching and the “hewel” caught him up. 

(1) hewel: Welsh for “the wind” 

(2) i.e., The Holy Spirit laid hold of Billy Graham 

(3) His preaching was caught up in Spirit, fire and power.  

e) As the wind blew his famous golden hair, Billy Graham shouted out “Judgment is coming!” 
at that moment a lightening bolt crashed to the earth and the stadium shook with thunder. 

f) Without missing a beat, Billy shouted again “Did you hear me? Judgment is coming!” And, 
amazingly a second bolt of lightening struck with another shattering peal of thunder!  

3. I though to myself – “Wow! God is backing up Billy Graham’s preaching with object lessons from 
heaven!”  

a) Then the angel took the censer and filled it with fire from the altar and threw it on the earth, 
and there were peals of thunder, rumblings, flashes of lightning, and an earthquake. (Rev. 
8:5) 

b) Then God's temple in heaven was opened, and the ark of his covenant was seen within his 
temple. There were flashes of lightning, rumblings, peals of thunder, an earthquake, and 
heavy hail. (Rev. 11:19) 

c) The seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air, and a loud voice came out of the temple, 
from the throne, saying, “It is done!” And there were flashes of lightning, rumblings, peals of 
thunder, and a great earthquake such as there had never been since man was on the earth, so 
great was that earthquake. (Rev. 16:17-18) 

4. Four years later, in 1982, I was church-planting in Surfside Beach, SC. 

a) One Sunday night, after the evening service, we stopped at the Bi-lo grocery on the way home 
to pick up some children’s Tylenol for one of our kids. 
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b) I waited in the car with the children as Jane ran in the grocery.  

c) It was summertime and raining, with thunder and lightening. 

d) I switched on the car radio, and Billy Graham’s famous voice came over the airways. 

e) He was preaching in Portland, Oregon – the end of one of his crusades.  

f) He was preaching a familiar sermon: “Judgment is coming!” He said –  

g) And at that moment, in Surfside Beach, SC … 2,935 miles away, lightening flashed and 
thunder struck!  

h) And I said, out loud: “This guy is truly amazing! Why can’t I preach like that?”  

5. Let me ask you to pretend for a moment that you are a minister, a pastor or evangelist, a “preacher” 

a) Question: If God told you that you had only one sermon left to preach, what text and message 
would you choose on which to preach?  

b) Would you speak on something we all generally agreed upon? Justification, grace, godly 
marriage, John 3:16? 

c) Or would you take a last shot at some parochial debate or secondary doctrine: Election, 
Baptism, women in ministry? 

d) Or would you remind your listeners of the final great truth of life – Jesus is coming and so is 
judgment?  

(1) And just as it is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes judgment, 
(Hebrews 9:27) 

(2) For the Son of Man is going to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and 
then he will repay each person according to what he has done. (Matt. 16:27) 

(3) Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. From his presence 
earth and sky fled away, and no place was found for them. And I saw the dead, 
great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Then another 
book was opened, which is the book of life. And the dead were judged by what was 
written in the books, according to what they had done. (Rev. 20:11-12) 

(4) Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do 
not go away, the Helper will not come to you. But if I go, I will send him to you. 
And when he comes, he will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness 
and judgment: concerning sin, because they do not believe in me; concerning 
righteousness, because I go to the Father, and you will see me no longer; 
concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged. (John 16:7-11) 

6. Now, you know as well as I, such a message is very unpopular. 

a) Apologetics: Rationally arguing with people; persuading them of truth. 

b) Psychology: Therapeutic approaches to sin and its sorrows. 

c) Theology: Discourses on the creeds, confessions, catechisms of the Faith 

d) Sociology: Corrective measures for social disharmony and dysfunction 
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e) Social Gospel: Politics to solve our spiritual issues 

f) Culture: Addressing the arts, entertainment, publishing from a Christian perspective.  

g) Missions: Getting the Word of Salvation out to the nations.   

7. “No,” you say, “Pastor! We’d preach the gospel! That’s what we need to hear!”  

8. But my question is, “Which Gospel”? 

a) The Gospel of the Moral Majority: The Republican good news? 

b) The Gospel of the Individualist: personal peace and happiness? 

c) The Gospel of the Activist: addressing key socio-ethical problems? 

d) The Postmodern Gospel: such vague grace that anyone and everyone can feel loved, forgiven, 
justified, even without repentance or a changed life?  

9. Here is my answer: If God granted me just one more sermon, I’d choose Revelation 14, and I’d preach 
“An Eternal Gospel” to my audience.  

a) Granted, this seems odd to most people.  Why? 

b) The passage is too negative (But not really) 

c) The subject matter is weird (too much like those Left Behind Books; but not if you truly 
understand the passage).  

d) The sermon would be … well … embarrassing! (but not when Jesus truly comes again; no 
one will chuckle, smirk or roll their eyes on that day!)  

10. Chapter 14 of The Book of Revelation is all we need to know (do) to receive salvation from God – 
“an Eternal Gospel”  

Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal gospel to proclaim to those who 
dwell on earth, to every nation and tribe and language and people. (Rev. 14:6) 

11. The Bible, the OT prophets and the NT Apostles sincerely believed three things modern Christians in 
America have come to doubt –  

a) Heaven is a real place with people living there now who once served God in the past. 

b) Everyone on earth must hear, believe and be changed by the Gospel or they perish in hell, 
forever.  

c) Judgment is coming and the wrath of God awaits all those who reject Jesus Christ and His 
Eternal Gospel.  

12. Revelation 14:1-20 offers us another Interlude –  

a) a “pause”/ break in the narrative, between the various visions of the Book  

b) Bruce Metzger: Breaking the Code; p. 27  

Following the account of the counterfeit trinity, John once again provides an interlude that is 
intended to reassure the church amid its trials and persecutions. We have noticed before that 
one of the characteristics of this book is the alternation of sharp contrasts between scenes of 
frightful horror and scenes of welcome security.  
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c) These interludes always present pictures of the Church. 

(1) Interlude #1 – The 144,000 Martyrs in heaven (Ch. 7) 

(2) Interlude #2 – The Church with the little scroll (Ch. 10) The Church as two 
witnesses (Ch. 11)  

(3) Interlude #3 – The Church with an Eternal Gospel.  

d) Three more visions John is given 

(1) The Church In Heaven (14:1-5) 

(2) The Eternal Gospel (14:6-13) 

(3) The Final Judgment (14:14-20) 

13. Key: Three crucial visions to offset the three visions of the Satanic Trinity in Ch. 12-13 … 

14. Leon Morris: Revelation; TNTC; p. 169 

From the forces of evil John turns to those of good, to the triumph of the Lamb.  

15. The Satanic Trinity could be an overwhelming discouraging message unless you were enabled to see how 
God was working out salvation for the world!  

16. Eugene Peterson: Reversed Thunder; p. 128 

The tour de force expose of the three beasts of damnation is matched by three visions that show the forces 
of salvation at work behind the scenes on our behalf.  The beast visions penetrated the hoax of evil; the 
salvation visions reveal the support system that backs up the life of endurance and discernment.  We are 
not, that is to say, in a strictly defensive posture against the “principalities and powers.” There is 
aggressive action underway on our behalf, even though we are not always aware of it.  

I.  UNDERSTANDING THE THREE VISION OF REVALATION, CHAPTER 14 

A. The Church Victorious in Heaven (14:1-5) 

1. Then I looked, and behold, on Mount Zion stood the Lamb, and with him 144,000 who had his name 
and his Father's name written on their foreheads. And I heard a voice from heaven like the roar of 
many waters and like the sound of loud thunder. The voice I heard was like the sound of harpists 
playing on their harps, and they were singing a new song before the throne and before the four living 
creatures and before the elders. No one could learn that song except the 144,000 who had been 
redeemed from the earth. It is these who have not defiled themselves with women, for they are virgins. 
It is these who follow the Lamb wherever he goes. These have been redeemed from mankind as 
firstfruits for God and the Lamb, and in their mouth no lie was found, for they are blameless. (Rev. 
14:1-5) 

2. The Lamb (Jesus) appears once again, with the 144,000 in glory, in heaven.  

3. This is the same 144,000 we met in Chapter 7: All the martyrs of the Church – OT and NT – 
assembled in heaven.  

4. Now they were joined together in heaven: All the martyrs, all the OT saints, all true believers in Jesus 
Christ. 

a) Te Deum (opening stanza) 
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O God, we praise Thee, and acknowledge Thee to be the supreme Lord.  
Everlasting Father, all the earth worships Thee.  
All the Angels, the heavens and all angelic powers,  
All the Cherubim and Seraphim, continuously cry to Thee:  
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Hosts!  
Heaven and earth are full of the Majesty of Thy glory.  
The glorious choir of the Apostles,  
The wonderful company of Prophets,  
The white-robed army of Martyrs, praise Thee.  
Holy Church throughout the world acknowledges Thee: 

b) What the Creed calls: “the communion of saints” 

c) Westminster Confession of Faith (26-1)  
“Of the Communion of Saints”  

All saints, that are united to Jesus Christ their Head, by His Spirit, and by faith, have 
fellowship with Him in His grace, sufferings, death, resurrection, and glory: and, being 
united to one another in love, they have communion in each other's gifts and graces, and 
are obliged to the performance of such duties, public and private, as do conduce to their 
mutual good, both in the inward and outward man. (WCF 26-1) 

a) Here is a picture of the whole Church – past and present in heaven and on earth, victorious 
and struggling … 

d) At worship in heaven!  

5. These Saints in heaven are described in a 7-fold way: 

a) First: they … had his name (Jesus’) and his father’s name written on their foreheads = 
They were baptized  

b) Second: They were part of a massive heavenly choir singing the New Song of the 
Redeemed …  

(1) And I heard a voice from heaven like the roar of many waters and like the 
sound of loud thunder. The voice I heard was like the sound of harpists playing 
on their harps, and they were singing a new song before the throne and before 
the four living creatures and before the elders. No one could learn that song 
except the 144,000 who had been redeemed from the earth. (Rev. 14:2-3) 

(2) A Song of Redemption only those who’ve been redeemed can sing. 

(3) The New Song is the song of Rev. 5:9-10 

And they sang a new song, saying, 
“Worthy are you to take the scroll 
and to open its seals, 
for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God from every 
tribe and language and people and nation, 
and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God, 
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and they shall reign on the earth.” (Rev. 5:9-10) 

b) Third: They had not practiced idolatry. 

(1) It is these who have not defiled themselves with women, for they are virgins. 
(Rev. 14:4a)  

(2) Does not mean these 144,000 were only celibate males who’d never been 
married or had sex.  

(3) John is drawing upon OT Prophetic Imagery for the Church as the Bride of 
Christ.  

“Fallen, no more to rise, 
is the virgin Israel; 
forsaken on her land, 
with none to raise her up.” (Amos 5:2) 

What can I say for you, to what compare you, 
O daughter of Jerusalem? 
What can I liken to you, that I may comfort you, 
O virgin daughter of Zion? 
For your ruin is vast as the sea; who can heal you? (Lam. 2:13) 

For I feel a divine jealousy for you, since I betrothed you to one 
husband, to present you as a pure virgin to Christ. (2 Cor. 11:2) 

(4) Idolatry = spiritual adultery 

(5) Loyalty to Christ = a pure bride  

(6) Let us rejoice and exult 
and give him the glory, 
for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and his Bride has made herself ready; 
it was granted her to clothe herself with fine linen, bright and pure”— 
for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints. (Rev. 19:7-8) 

c) Fourth: They had followed Jesus wherever He led  

(1) It is these who follow the Lamb wherever He goes. 

(2) i.e., even unto martyrdom and death! 

(3) And they have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of 
their testimony, for they loved not their lives even unto death. (Rev. 12:11) 

d) Fifth: They are the first fruits for God and the Lamb. 

(1) i.e., the resurrected redeemed 

(2) But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who 
have fallen asleep. (1 Cor. 15:20) 

(3) Of his own will he brought us forth by the word of truth, that we should be a 
kind of first fruits of his creatures. (James 1:18) 

e) Sixth: in their mouth no lie was found 
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(1) people of integrity, truth, sincerity 

(2) O Lord, who shall sojourn in your tent? 
Who shall dwell on your holy hill? 
He who walks blamelessly and does what is right 
and speaks truth in his heart; 
who does not slander with his tongue and does no evil to his neighbor, 
nor takes up a reproach against his friend; 
in whose eyes a vile person is despised, 
but who honors those who fear the Lord; 
who swears to his own hurt and does not change; 
who does not put out his money at interest 
and does not take a bribe against the innocent. 
He who does these things shall never be moved. (Ps. 15:1-5) 

(3) Who shall ascend the hill of the Lord? 
And who shall stand in his holy place? 
He who has clean hands and a pure heart, 
who does not lift up his soul to what is false 
and does not swear deceitfully. (Ps. 24:3-4) 

a) Seventh: They are blameless (Righteous and above reproach)  

6. How did they get this way? How did they end up in heaven? Answer: They embraced the Eternal 
Gospel when they heard it!  

B. The Eternal Gospel being Preached (14:6-13) 

1. Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal gospel to proclaim to those who 
dwell on earth, to every nation and tribe and language and people. (Rev. 14:6) 

2. Three angels now appear with an Eternal Gospel to proclaim to the earth = all mankind.  

3. The First Angel speaks this message: “Worship God!”  

a) And he said with a loud voice, “Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of his 
judgment has come, and worship him who made heaven and earth, the sea and the springs 
of water.” (Rev. 14:7) 

b) Fear God: a call for reverence, piety, respect for God. 

c) Give Him glory: praise God for His “worthiness” 

d) Worship Him as your Creator 

e) Here is the Gospel call to approach God with the fear, reverence, piety and devotion that 
He is due. 

a) Jesus put it this way –  

You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from 
the Jews. But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will 
worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship 
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him. God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth. (John 
4:22-24) 

4. The Second Angel proclaims this message: “The World is Dying!” 

a) Another angel, a second, followed, saying, “Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great, she who 
made all nations drink the wine of the passion of her sexual immorality.” (Rev. 14:8) 

b) Babylon is introduced here in Revelation for the first time. 

c) She is later described, along with her destruction, in Ch. 16 -18 

d) Remember: Satan mimics every thing God does 

(1) God’s OT wife = Israel 

(2) Jesus’ NT bride = Church 

(3) Satan’s mistress = Babylon (“The World”)  

a) This Second Angel is reminding us not to love the world, to “marry” her, nor attach our 
future to hers.  Babylon is dying … fallen … passing away.  

b) Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the 
Father is not in him. For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and the desires of 
the eyes and pride of life—is not from the Father but is from the world. And the world is 
passing away along with its desires, but whoever does the will of God abides forever. (1 
John 2:15-17) 

c) Instead: Become part of the Church, the Bride of Christ 

Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the roar of many 
waters and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, crying out, 

“Hallelujah! 
For the Lord our God 
the Almighty reigns. 
Let us rejoice and exult 
and give him the glory, 
for the marriage of the Lamb has come, 
and his Bride has made herself ready; 
it was granted her to clothe herself 
with fine linen, bright and pure”— 
for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints. 

And the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the 
marriage supper of the Lamb.” And he said to me, “These are the true words of God.” 
(Rev. 19:6-9) 

5. The Third Angel preaches about Judgment for those with the Mark of the Beast.  

a) And another angel, a third, followed them, saying with a loud voice, “If anyone worships 
the beast and its image and receives a mark on his forehead or on his hand, he also will 
drink the wine of God's wrath, poured full strength into the cup of his anger, and he will 
be tormented with fire and sulfur in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of 
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the Lamb. And the smoke of their torment goes up forever and ever, and they have no rest, 
day or night, these worshipers of the beast and its image, and whoever receives the mark 
of its name.” (Rev. 14:9-11) 

b)  i.e., those who were baptized into the world, took up the civil religion of the False 
Prophet, gave their loyalty to the Antichrist and His state, and devoted themselves to 
Satan, the god of this world. 

c) There awaits only one fate: The Lake of fire and Sulphur. 

And he will be tormented with fire and sulfur in the presence of the holy angels and in 
the presence of the Lamb. (Rev. 14:10) 

d) Unless they repent and believe in Jesus Christ, worship God and join the church of the 
Holy Spirit. 

6. A Third Call – Be committed to the eternal things 

a) Call #1 – Endurance and Faith 

If anyone is to be taken captive, 
to captivity he goes; if anyone is to be slain with the sword, with the sword must he be 
slain. Here is a call for the endurance and faith of the saints.  (Rev. 13:10) 

b) Call #2 – Wisdom about the Satanic Trinity  

This calls for wisdom: let the one who has understanding calculate the number of the 
beast, for it is the number of a man, and his number is 666. (Rev. 13:18) 

a) Call #3 – Endurance in obedience and faith that leads to external reward 

Here is a call for the endurance of the saints, those who keep the commandments of 
God and their faith in Jesus. And I heard a voice from heaven saying, “Write this: 
Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.” “Blessed indeed,” says the 
Spirit, “that they may rest from their labors, for their deeds follow them!” (Rev. 
14:12-13) 

a) i.e., A Blessing on those committed to eternal things.  

7. This Benediction/ Promise entails two things –  

a) Rest from their arduous life of following Christ through the difficult trials of this world 
(tribulation) 

b) Remembrance of their good works done for Christ which shall deserve and receive a 
reward (crowns) 

8. Dennis E. Johnson: Triumph of the Lamb; p. 208 

A voice from heaven commands John to inscribe a blessing on those who endure in faith even to the 
death – the second of seven benedictions.  The focus is on their life of steadfast obedience not the 
circumstances of their death, as we see in the reasons given for their blessedness.  

9. Focus: the end is at hand!  

C. The Harvest of the Earth (14:14-20) 
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1. Three more Angels appear, not as messengers but as Reapers in the final harvest of souls, at the end 
of time.  

He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man. The field is the world, and 
the good seed is the sons of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one, and the 
enemy who sowed them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are 
angels. Just as the weeds are gathered and burned with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. 
The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will gather out of his kingdom all causes of sin 
and all law-breakers, and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of 
their Father. He who has ears, let him hear. (Matt. 13:37-43) 

2. First: John sees Jesus Christ coming in the clouds with glory, to harvest His saints:  

a) Then I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and seated on the cloud one like a son of man, 
with a golden crown on his head, and a sharp sickle in his hand. (Rev. 14:14) 

b) Imagery drawn from Daniel’s vision of the Ancient of Days and the Son of Man 

“I saw in the night visions, 
and behold, with the clouds of heaven 
there came one like a son of man, 
and he came to the Ancient of Days 
and was presented before him. 
And to him was given dominion 
and glory and a kingdom, 
that all peoples, nations, and languages 
should serve him; 
his dominion is an everlasting dominion, 
which shall not pass away, 
and his kingdom one 
that shall not be destroyed. (Daniel 7:13-14) 

a) Just as Jesus foretold …  

Jesus said to him, “You have said so. But I tell you, from now on you will see the Son of 
Man seated at the right hand of Power and coming on the clouds of heaven.” (Matt. 
26:64) 

3. The first Angel exhorts Jesus to harvest His saints from the Earth –  

a) And another angel came out of the temple, calling with a loud voice to him who sat on the 
cloud, “Put in your sickle, and reap, for the hour to reap has come, for the harvest of the 
earth is fully ripe.” So he who sat on the cloud swung his sickle across the earth, and the 
earth was reaped. (Rev. 14:15-16) 

b) Jesus personally gathers His elect to Himself before the great Judgment falls on the 
wicked. 

a) Just as He promised He would do! 
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“Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. In my Father's 
house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a 
place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take 
you to myself, that where I am you may be also. (John 14:1-3) 

4. A second Angel appears with a sickle to harvest souls.  He is the “grim reaper” we see depicted in 
fantasy, film and folklore.  

Then another angel came out of the temple in heaven, and he too had a sharp sickle. (Rev. 
14:17) 

 

5. The third Angel, who was in charge of the prayers of the saints, turned into fire, now exhorts the 
second angel to reap the rest of mankind for judgment. 

a) Then the angel took the censer and filled it with fire from the altar and threw it on the 
earth, and there were peals of thunder, rumblings, flashes of lightning, and an earthquake. 
(Rev. 8:5) 

b) And another angel came out from the altar, the angel who has authority over the fire, and 
he called with a loud voice to the one who had the sharp sickle, “Put in your sickle and 
gather the clusters from the vine of the earth, for its grapes are ripe.” (Rev. 14:18) 

c) The prayers of the saints and martyrs are at last answered. 

They cried out with a loud voice, “O Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how long before 
you will judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?” (Rev. 6:10) 

6. Then John sees what the wrath of God will do; and it is not pretty!  

a) So the angel swung his sickle across the earth and gathered the grape harvest of the earth 
and threw it into the great winepress of the wrath of God. And the winepress was trodden 
outside the city, and blood flowed from the winepress, as high as a horse's bridle, for 
1,600 stadia. (Rev. 14:19-20) 

b) Julia Ward Howe: “Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord.  He is 
trampling out the vineyard where the grapes of wrath are stored. He has loosed the fateful 
lightening of His terrible swift sword. His truth is marching on!” 

c) The Imagery from both John’s vision and Julia’s hymn are drawn from two OT sources  

(1) Joel’s prophecy of ripe grapes set for judgment. 

Put in the sickle, 
for the harvest is ripe. 
Go in, tread, 
for the winepress is full. 
The vats overflow, 
for their evil is great. (Joel 3:13) 

(2) Isaiah’s majestic picture of The Man from Bozrah!  

d) The Man from Bozrah = Jesus the Judge 
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(1) Who is this who comes from Edom, 
in crimsoned garments from Bozrah, 
he who is splendid in his apparel, 
marching in the greatness of his strength? 
“It is I, speaking in righteousness, 
mighty to save.” 
Why is your apparel red, 
and your garments like his who treads in the winepress? 
“I have trodden the winepress alone, 
and from the peoples no one was with me; 
I trod them in my anger 
and trampled them in my wrath; 
their lifeblood spattered on my garments, 
and stained all my apparel. 
For the day of vengeance was in my heart, 
and my year of redemption had come. 
I looked, but there was no one to help; 
I was appalled, but there was no one to uphold; 
so my own arm brought me salvation, 
and my wrath upheld me. 
I trampled down the peoples in my anger; 
I made them drunk in my wrath, 
and I poured out their lifeblood on the earth.” (Isaiah 63:1-6) 

(2) So the angel swung his sickle across the earth and gathered the grape harvest 
of the earth and threw it into the great winepress of the wrath of God. And the 
winepress was trodden outside the city, and blood flowed from the winepress, 
as high as a horse's bridle, for 1,600 stadia. (Rev. 14:19-20) 

(3) Blood in so much quantity that for 184 miles it rises to the height of a horse’s 
Bridle!  

(4) The wrath of the Lamb!  

(5) Symbolical picture of the destruction of the World. 

      7.  This is the Prophet’s message; this is Jesus Christ’s message; this is the Apostle’s message; this was 
the message of Billy Graham: Judgment is coming!  

II. APPLYING THE THREE VISIONS OF REVELATION, CHAPTER 14 

A. First: We must believe the True Gospel and enter the Kingdom of God, just as Jesus commanded us: 

1. “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.” (Mark 
1:15) 

2. The Eternal Gospel  

a) Fear God and worship Him: Piety and Reverence (take God seriously) 

b) We must reckon with the reality that the world is already under God’s judgement 
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c) We must take care not to take upon ourselves and our families the Mark of the Beast.  

d) Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the 
Father is not in him. For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and the desires of 
the eyes and pride of life—is not from the Father but is from the world. And the world is 
passing away along with its desires, but whoever does the will of God abides forever. (1 
John 2:15-17) 

e) We must believe in Christ, be baptized in the name of the triune God, and loyally 
follow Jesus all our lives …  

f) … Because Judgement is coming. 

g) Question: Have you done this?  Have you entered the Kingdom of God? 

B. Second: We need to learn the New Song of the Redeemed:  

1. and they were singing a new song before the throne and before the four living creatures and before 
the elders. No one could learn that song except the 144,000 who had been redeemed from the earth. 
(Rev. 14:3) 

2. The Song of Joy that rises from a heart that has been justified in Christ, a soul that has been forgiven, 
a life ransomed by the blood of Christ from hell. 

3. And they sang a new song, saying, 
“Worthy are you to take the scroll 
and to open its seals, for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God 
from every tribe and language and people and nation, 
and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God, and they shall reign on the earth.” (Rev. 
5:9-10) 

4. Question: Do you know this inner joy? Is this New Song in your mouth? 

5. Do you know this song of which David sings? 

I waited patiently for the Lord; 
he inclined to me and heard my cry. 
He drew me up from the pit of destruction, 
out of the miry bog, 
and set my feet upon a rock, 
making my steps secure. 
He put a new song in my mouth, 
a song of praise to our God. 
Many will see and fear, 
and put their trust in the Lord. (Ps. 40:1-3) 

6. If not, perhaps you have not yet received and are not yet resting in the Redemption of Jesus Christ. 

7. He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved 
Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. (Col. 1:13-14) 

8. Today is the day to receive this gift of eternal life and learn this New Song!  
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C. Third: Judgment is coming and it won’t be pretty: the wrath of the Lamb, the recompense of God, the 
blood of the men of the earth, and eternity in the Lake of fire and sulfur!  

1. But there is an escape.  A way of deliverance. 

2. Listen again to what The Man from Bozrah had to say –  

For the day of vengeance was in my heart, 
and my year of redemption had come. (Is. 63:4) 

3. Please hear that: two things yet to come 

a) The day of Vengeance = The Day of the Lord 

b) My year of redemption = Now … 2016 

c) Literally: “The year of my redeemed”  

4.  Paul the Apostle recognizes this truth, when he says: 

a) Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore 
you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake he made him to be sin who 
knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. Working together 
with him, then, we appeal to you not to receive the grace of God in vain. For he says, 

“In a favorable time I listened to you, 
and in a day of salvation I have helped you.” 

Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day of salvation. (2 Cor. 5:20-6:2) 

b) Quoting Isaiah 49: 8-9 

c) Thus says the Lord: 
“In a time of favor I have answered you; 
in a day of salvation I have helped you; 
I will keep you and give you 
as a covenant to the people, 
to establish the land, 
to apportion the desolate heritages, 
saying to the prisoners, ‘Come out,’ 
to those who are in darkness, ‘Appear.’ 
They shall feed along the ways; 
on all bare heights shall be their pasture; (Isa. 49:8-9) 

5. Today is the day of salvation, the favorable year of the Lord, the year of your redemption.  

6. That Man from Bozrah is Jesus Christ Himself, who is none other than the Lamb in heaven with the 
Saints, the Lord who blesses those who die in Him, and the Man with the sickle in His hand ready 
to judge.  Here is what He says to you and me -  

a) Who is this who comes from Edom, 
in crimsoned garments from Bozrah, 
he who is splendid in his apparel, 
marching in the greatness of his strength? 
“It is I, speaking in righteousness, 



 

RV1617 
 

15 

mighty to save.”  
Why is your apparel red, 
and your garments like his who treads in the winepress? 
“I have trodden the winepress alone, 
and from the peoples no one was with me; 
I trod them in my anger 
and trampled them in my wrath; 
their lifeblood spattered on my garments,  
and stained all my apparel. (Isa. 63:1-3) 

b) The Father judges no one, but has given all judgment to the Son, that all may honor the 
Son, just as they honor the Father. Whoever does not honor the Son does not honor the 
Father who sent him. Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes him 
who sent me has eternal life. He does not come into judgment, but has passed from death 
to life. “Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming, and is now here, when the dead will 
hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live. For as the Father has life 
in himself, so he has granted the Son also to have life in himself. And he has given him 
authority to execute judgment, because he is the Son of Man. Do not marvel at this, for an 
hour is coming when all who are in the tombs will hear his voice and come out, those who 
have done good to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil to the 
resurrection of judgment. (John 5:22-29) 

c) “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 
should not perish but have eternal life. Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; 
whoever does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God remains on him. 
(John 3:16, 36) 

7. Please … I am pleading with you all: Judgement is coming soon.  

a) Today is the day of salvation: The day to surrender to Jesus Christ in repentance and faith.  

b) This is your year of redemption: The year to learn the New Song of the Redeemed and 
grow in grace and faith. 

c) This is the Favorable Year of the Lord: When you forsake this world, turn from the Beast, 
and follow Christ forever.  

8. Judgment is coming, but it can pass you by if you would trust in Jesus Christ, be baptized, and join 
His Church (Kingdom) on their journey to heaven …  

9. The Man from Bozrah is approaching the Vineyard and the grapes of wrath! 

10. Fanny Crosby: Pass Me Not –  

Pass me not, O gentle Savior,  
Hear my humble cry 
While on others thou art calling,  
Do not pass me by 
 
Savior, Savior, hear my humble cry! 
While on others Thou art calling,  
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Do not pass me by 
 
Trusting only in Thy merit, would I seek Thy Face; 
Hear my wounded broken spirit, save me by Thy grace; 
 
Savior, Savior, hear my humble cry! 
While on others Thou art calling, do not pass me by!  

 


