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Revelation 15:1-8      May 29, 2016 AM 
God on the Throne     Revelation 
RV1618          
 

“Prelude to the End”    
 

INTRODUCTION: Whenever we read, study or preach through the Book of Revelation people get really 
uncomfortable.  

1. And for obvious reasons: There have been no end to the WEIRD interpretations and applications 
preachers and Bible teachers have found in the Book of Revelation.  

2. Honestly, I should not say “found” in Revelation, for indeed these weird ideas are not in Revelation, but 
are imported into the book by horrible eisegesis. 

a) Exegesis: to pull out from, to explain, to interpret (Greek: ex + hegeisthai = to lead out). 

b) Eisegesis: to read one’s own interpretation into the text (Greek: eis + hegeisthai = to lead 
into). 

c) Many of the popular books on Revelation are purely eisegesis.  

3. I have tried not to do this.  I have given you an interpretation that is a historical, amillennial, futuristic, 
majority view. 

a) Historical: my interpretation goes way back to the way most of the Church Fathers saw this 
Epistle to the Seven Churches.  

b) Amillennial: my interpretation sees no literal 1,000 reign of Christ on earth, but a symbolical 
1,000 years depicting the reign of Christ from his first coming to his second coming.  

c) Futuristic: I am not a preterist who believes all these events took place prior to or pointed to 
the Fall of Jerusalem in 70 AD. My interpretation sees these events spanning the history of the 
world from Genesis 1 in the past, to Christ’s return in the future. A panoramic view of history 
from God’s perspective. 

d) Majority view: My interpretation concurs with the vast majority of evangelical and reformed 
scholars.  

4. Having said all that I do have a “new insight” I’ve discovered in the Book of Revelation.  Here it is … 

a) The key to understanding the spiritual warfare which lies behind our world is this … 

b) Yes! The Michigan Wolverine’s Football helmet 

c) Three stripes: The Satanic Trinity (Mark of the Beast) 

d) Horns on the front: The horns of the great dragon (Beast) 

e) Royal Blue (royalty) and Yellow (cowardice) 

f) Proof: The Antichrist is Michigan Football!  

g) Just a joke: Need to “lighten up” because this is one intense Book.  I hope my Michigan 
friends will take my poking fun at them in good spirits. 
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5. Revelation has an emotional bell-curve to it.  That is, it starts out encouragingly (challengingly) for the 
seven churches of Asia Minor with a view of God’s throne in heaven and the Lamb (Jesus Christ) with 
the scroll of history; it ends encouragingly (gloriously) in the appearance of the new heaven and new 
earth; but in between God’s wrath and judgment reach a peak, a climax, in Revelation 17 – the Fall of 
Babylon. 

6. Beginning with the seal judgments in chapter 6, flowing through the trumpet judgments, and then the 
Bowl Judgments, Jesus reveals to John an alternating pattern; judgments – interlude and a picture of the 
church – Second Coming and the end of the world.  Three cycles of such –  

a) Cycle #1 – Seal Judgements, the Martyrs, the Church in Heaven (the church in martyrdom) 

b) Cycle #2 – Trumpet Judgements, the Little Scroll and the two witnesses (church in mission)  

c) Central Vision: Warfare in heaven, Satanic Trinity, the Eternal Gospel (church with a 
message) 

d) Now: Cycle #3 – Bowl Judgments but no interlude.  

1) Then I saw another sign in heaven, great and amazing, seven angels with seven 
plagues, which are the last, for with them the wrath of God is finished. (Rev. 15:1) 

2) The seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air, and a loud voice came out of 
the temple, from the throne, saying, “It is done!” (Rev. 16:17) 

3) The End has finally come: The Fall of Babylon (the climax of human history.) 

e) The church of martyrdom, mission and message to the very end! 

7. Bruce M. Metzger: Breaking the Code; p. 80 

The writer of the book of Revelation has carefully laid out a series of parallel and yet ever-progressing 
panels.  These display God’s plan from different vantage points, stressing one or another feature.  At the 
same time, the different accounts reinforce one another and bring before the reader, over and over again 
the truth that God rules and overrules in the affairs of humankind.  In chapters 15-18 the struggle of the 
church in its conflict with hostile world powers reaches new levels of intensity.  They are the last or final 
cycle of visitations, bringing to a close God’s warnings to the impenitent.  

8. This third and final cycle of Judgments begins in Revelation 15:1-8.  

a) “Prelude to the End” 

b) Heaven’s final “invasion” of the world. 

c) Once these events are set in motion there is no turning back, no relenting, no way to stop the 
inevitable.  

9. Some people become frustrated with the Book of Revelation. They want this Book to say something 
specific about politics, world events, current issues.  The book’s apparent “vagueness” irritates them.  

10. Make no mistake about this: The Book of Revelation is all about “politics.” It has no other theme or 
message.  

a) The Book is about the Kingdom of God!  

b) In fact, the word “Kingdom” is mentioned 8 times in the Book of Revelation. 
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1) and made us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father, to him be glory and 
dominion forever and ever. Amen. (Rev. 1:6)  

2) I, John, your brother and partner in the tribulation and the kingdom and the 
patient endurance that are in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos on account of 
the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. (Rev. 1:9) 

3) And they sang a new song, saying, 
“Worthy are you to take the scroll 
and to open its seals, 
for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God 
from every tribe and language and people and nation, 
and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God, 
and they shall reign on the earth.” (Rev. 5:9-10) 

4) The Theme Verse of Revelation!  

Then the seventh angel blew his trumpet, and there were loud voices in heaven, 
saying, “The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his 
Christ, and he shall reign forever and ever.” (Rev. 11:15) 

5) And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, “Now the salvation and the power and 
the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ have come, for the accuser 
of our brothers has been thrown down, who accuses them day and night before our 
God. (Rev. 12:10) 

6) And references to the Kingdom of Satan and the world.  

The fifth angel poured out his bowl on the throne of the beast, and its kingdom was 
plunged into darkness. People gnawed their tongues in anguish (Rev. 16:10) 

7) The ten horns which you saw are ten kings who have not yet received a kingdom, 
but they receive authority as kings with the beast for one hour. (Rev. 17:12 NASB) 

8) For God has put it in their hearts to execute His purpose by having a common 
purpose, and by giving their kingdom to the beast, until the words of God will be 
fulfilled. (Rev. 17:17 NASB)  

c) This entire book is about politics: The Cosmic Warfare between two spiritual kingdoms.  

d) Because this is what salvation is all about!  

He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of 
his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. (Col. 1:13-14) 

11.  Eugene Peterson: Reversed Thunder; pp. 118-119.  

a) Jesus announced the presence of the Kingdom of God. The word was often on his lips.  He 
clearly intended that everyone know that the rule of God was comprehensive, established over 
body as well as soul, over society as well as individual, in our external behavior as well as 
our internal disposition, over cities and nations as well as in homes and churches.   

All the same, people, Christians among them, keep missing the point.  It is not as if the politics 
of Jesus are less visible then the politics of Rome, for they have received adequate coverage in 
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the history books.  But they are so much less pretentious and promise so little in immediate 
reward, that it is difficult to persevere in their practice.  It is especially difficult to persevere 
without using the ordinary means of politics when Jesus’ way doesn’t seem to be working at 
all and Rome’s way is working all too well.   

Politics involves two elements: the exercise of ruling power and the means by which that 
power is exercised.  People love to hear that God is powerful and that he rules; they are not 
as enthusiastic when they discover the means by which he exercises his ruling power.   

b) Jesus rules through three powerful means –  

1) The Word of the Gospel and the witness of the church. 

2) The Prayers of the People of God 

3) The Martyrdom of the Saints 

c) Scripture … Prayer … Blood – The same means Jesus used to conquer sin, the grave and 
hell!  

And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, “Now the salvation and the power and the 
kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ have come, for the accuser of our 
brothers has been thrown down, who accuses them day and night before our God. And 
they have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, 
for they loved not their lives even unto death. (Rev. 12:10-11) 

12. So, please, don’t say that there is no politics in the Book of Revelation.  Just admit that it’s a form of 
politics you don’t like. 

a) You prefer voting booths, legislation and control of societies power centers, 

b) While Jesus prefers word, prayer and faithful witness. 

c) His politics is less grandiose, but far more realistic and effective! 

13. Turn to Revelation 15:1-8; the shortest chapter in Revelation.  

a) 8 verses and three visions 

b) Then I saw (15:1) … And I saw (15:2) … After this I looked (saw) (15:5) … 

c) Kai eidon, in Greek, three times (“and I saw”)  

14. Charles R. Erdman: Revelation; p. 124 

There appears as a surprise a new series of judgments.  As is the plan of the prophet, he reviews, he 
recapitulates, he enlarges upon the scene he already has sketched.  He shows more in detail what the 
seventh seal has disclosed and what the seventh trumpet has announced.  He presents under entirely 
different imagery what “the winepress … of the wrath of God” may denote.  He does so by the symbolism 
of the emptying out of “seven golden bowls full of the wrath of God” However, as in everyone of the 
seven main divisions of the prophecy, the dramatic action is preceded by an introductory vision (ch. 15).  
This vision is for the comfort and encouragement of the church, which is to be delivered from the wrath 
of God.  

I. UNDERSTANDING THE VISIONS OF REVELATION 15:1-8 

A. The Vision of the Wondrous Sign (15:1) 
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1. Then I saw another sign in heaven, great and amazing, seven angels with seven plagues, which are 
the last, for with them the wrath of God is finished. (Rev. 15:1) 

2. Here is a fourth set of seven angels (messengers) 

a) Seven angeloi 

b) The 7 angels (messengers) of the 7 Churches (Rev. 1-3) 

c) The 7 angels with trumpets (Rev. 8) 

d) The 7 angels in Revelation 14 

e) Now Seven Angels with seven bowls of “plagues”  

3. Incidentally: several Bible scholars believe that the visions of 15:1-15:4 comprise the 6th and 7th 
vision of chapters 13 and 14, and that the vision of the Seven Bowl Judgments begins at Rev. 15:5.  

a) Quite possible 

b) But I see Chapter 15 as an introduction to the Bowl Judgments.  

4. This chapter has an interlocking function (G. K. Beale) that … 

a) concludes the visions of Chapter 14 

b) introduces the visions of chapter 16 

5. John sees a wondrous sign: “great and amazing”  

a) Then I saw another sign in heaven, great and amazing, seven angels with seven plagues, 
which are the last, for with them the wrath of God is finished. (Rev. 15:1) 

b) a semeion megas (great sign)  

c) 7 angels, poised to act, with each holding a bowl of wrath 

d) these bowls are called plagues 

e) 15:1 is a superscription of chapters 15-16. 

6. “Plagues” have been introduced to us in Revelation prior to this vision. 

a) The last three plagues of the Trumpet Judgements. 

By these three plagues a third of mankind was killed, by the fire and smoke and sulfur 
coming out of their mouths. For the power of the horses is in their mouths and in their 
tails, for their tails are like serpents with heads, and by means of them they wound. 

The rest of mankind, who were not killed by these plagues, did not repent of the works of 
their hands nor give up worshiping demons and idols of gold and silver and bronze and 
stone and wood, which cannot see or hear or walk, nor did they repent of their murders or 
their sorceries or their sexual immorality or their thefts. (Rev. 9:18-21) 

b) The Power of the Two Witnesses of chapter 11 

They have the power to shut the sky, that no rain may fall during the days of their 
prophesying, and they have power over the waters to turn them into blood and to strike the 
earth with every kind of plague, as often as they desire. (Rev. 11:6) 
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c) Here the word is used of the 7 Bowl Judgments 

(1) Then I saw another sign in heaven, great and amazing, seven angels with seven 
plagues, which are the last, for with them the wrath of God is finished. (Rev. 
15:1) 

(2) and out of the sanctuary came the seven angels with the seven plagues, clothed 
in pure, bright linen, with golden sashes around their chests … and the 
sanctuary was filled with smoke from the glory of God and from his power, and 
no one could enter the sanctuary until the seven plagues of the seven angels 
were finished. (Rev. 15:6, 8) 

(3) They were scorched by the fierce heat, and they cursed the name of God who 
had power over these plagues. They did not repent and give him glory. (Rev. 
16:9) 

7. The 7 Bowls = 7 plagues are identical to 7 of Moses’ plagues he brought upon Egypt, in the Book of 
Exodus.  

8. Grant R. Osborne: Revelation: ECNT; p. 561 

a) Those were a sign to the Egyptians of God’s power in judgment and to Israel of God’s 
mercy and deliverance.  As we will see, both aspects are highlighted here.  

b) To the world, the power of judgment. 

c) To the church, the mercy of deliverance.  

9. This is the third great sign John sees; it completes a trilogy of astounding visions –  

a) The Church in the world 

And a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon 
under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars. (Rev. 12:1) 

b) The Red Dragon (Satan) who persecutes the church  

And another sign appeared in heaven: behold, a great red dragon, with seven heads 
and ten horns, and on his heads seven diadems. (Rev. 12:3) 

c) The Vindication of the Church in Judgement 

Then I saw another sign in heaven, great and amazing, seven angels with seven 
plagues, which are the last, for with them the wrath of God is finished. (Rev. 15:1) 

10. Please Note: These 7 last plagues (Bowl Judgments) cover the same span of time – NT history – as 
the seal judgments and trumpet judgements.  This is obvious for 7 reasons –  

a) Close resemblance between the trumpets and the bowls. 

b) They both end with a final destruction of the earth and the final judgement.  

c) These visions open with similar “great signs” 

d) These bowls are poured out on the people who have the “Mark of the beast” – explained in 
Ch. 13. 

e) These visions of judgment (trumpets and bowls) make reference to the Satanic Trinity. 
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f) And these visions reach back into Moses’ plagues.  

g) Wm. Hendriksen: “Hence, the two visions (trumpets and bowls) evidently span the same 
period, the entire era between Christ’s first and second coming.” (p. 191) 

11. There is great significance to this, which I will explain shortly. 

12. Dennis E. Johnson: The Triumph of the Lamb; p. 215 

The bowls cycle in Revelation 16 therefore brings us a deeper and more detailed portrait of the 
cosmic conflagration that we glimpsed in the sixth seal (6:12-17: destruction of earth and sky) and 
the seventh trumpet (11:15-18: celebration in heaven). Further perspectives on this completion of 
God’s wrath at the climax of history will come into view in Revelation 19:19-21 and 20:9-11. Visions 
that follow the bowl cycle – the disclosure and dismantling of the harlot Babylon (17-18) and the 
defeat of beasts and dragon (19-20) – provide varying camera angles on the same history-
consummating battle, in which our God and his Christ will triumph. 

B. The Vision of the Song of Moses (15:2-4) 

1. And I saw what appeared to be a sea of glass mingled with fire—and also those who had conquered 
the beast and its image and the number of its name, standing beside the sea of glass with harps of 
God in their hands. And they sing the song of Moses, the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, 
saying, 

“Great and amazing are your deeds, 
O Lord God the Almighty! 
Just and true are your ways, 
O King of the nations! 
Who will not fear, O Lord, 
and glorify your name? 
For you alone are holy. 
All nations will come 
and worship you, 
for your righteous acts have been revealed.”            (Rev. 15:2-4) 

2. John sees a second vision: The Victorious Saints in heaven, with harps, standing on the glassy sea, 
singing to God.  

3. They are clearly identified by Jesus: “those who had conquered the beast and its image and the 
number of its name”  

a) The Nikontoi; the “Conquerors,” used 7 times of the seven churches. 

b) “… to the one who overcomes …” 

c) Overcomes what? The Satanic Trinity … 

(1) the Beast (Satan) 

And when they have finished their testimony, the beast that rises from the 
bottomless pit will make war on them and conquer them and kill them, (Rev. 
11:7) 

(2) and its image (Antichrist/state) 
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And it was allowed to give breath to the image of the beast, so that the image 
of the beast might even speak and might cause those who would not worship 
the image of the beast to be slain. (Rev. 13:15) 

 

(3) and the number of its name (False Prophet)  

Also it causes all, both small and great, both rich and poor, both free and 
slave, to be marked on the right hand or the forehead, so that no one can buy 
or sell unless he has the mark, that is, the name of the beast or the number of 
its name.  This calls for wisdom: let the one who has understanding calculate 
the number of the beast, for it is the number of a man, and his number is 666. 
(Rev. 13:16-18) 

d) What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who is against us? He who did not 
spare His own Son, but delivered Him over for us all, how will He not also with Him 
freely give us all things?  Who will bring a charge against God’s elect? God is the one 
who justifies; who is the one who condemns? Christ Jesus is He who died, yes, rather who 
was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us. Who will separate 
us from the love of Christ? Will tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 
nakedness, or peril, or sword? Just as it is written, 

“For Your sake we are being put to death all day long;  
We were considered as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us. For I am 
convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, 
nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be 
able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Rom. 8:31-39 
NASB) 

4. Those who are the Victors sing in heaven another song of Redemption – The Song of Moses and the 
Lamb 

a) And they sing the song of Moses, the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, (Rev. 
15:3a) 

b) A song inspired by Moses 

c) A song directed to the Lamb of God 

d) “Great and amazing are your deeds, 
O Lord God the Almighty! 
Just and true are your ways, 
O King of the nations! 
Who will not fear, O Lord, 
and glorify your name? 
For you alone are holy. 
All nations will come 
and worship you, 
for your righteous acts have been revealed.” (Rev. 15:3b-4) 
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5. This Song of Heaven is reminiscent of Moses’ song in Exodus 15, known as “The Horse and Rider” 
or “God Is a Warrior.”  

a) Sung by Israel after God, through Moses, brought them out of Egypt, through the Red Sea, 
and then destroyed Pharaoh’s great army, in order to bring Israel to the promised land, and 
to Jerusalem, the City of God.  

b) Then Moses and the people of Israel sang this song to the Lord, saying, 

“I will sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously; 
the horse and his rider he has thrown into the sea. 
The Lord is my strength and my song, 
and he has become my salvation; 
this is my God, and I will praise him, 
my father's God, and I will exalt him. 
The Lord is a man of war; 
the Lord is his name. 
“Pharaoh's chariots and his host he cast into the sea, and his chosen officers were sunk in 
the Red Sea. The floods covered them; 
they went down into the depths like a stone. 
Your right hand, O Lord, glorious in power, 
 your right hand, O Lord, shatters the enemy. 
In the greatness of your majesty you overthrow your adversaries; 
you send out your fury; it consumes them like stubble. At the blast of your nostrils the 
waters piled up; 
the floods stood up in a heap; 
the deeps congealed in the heart of the sea. 
The enemy said, ‘I will pursue, I will overtake, I will divide the spoil, my desire shall have 
its fill of them. 
I will draw my sword; my hand shall destroy them.’ You blew with your wind; the sea 
covered them; 
they sank like lead in the mighty waters. 
“Who is like you, O Lord, among the gods? 
Who is like you, majestic in holiness, 
awesome in glorious deeds, doing wonders? 
You stretched out your right hand; 
the earth swallowed them. 
“You have led in your steadfast love the people whom you have redeemed; 
you have guided them by your strength to your holy abode. 
The peoples have heard; they tremble; 
pangs have seized the inhabitants of Philistia. 
Now are the chiefs of Edom dismayed; 
trembling seizes the leaders of Moab; 
all the inhabitants of Canaan have melted away. Terror and dread fall upon them; 
because of the greatness of your arm, they are still as a stone, 
till your people, O Lord, pass by,  
till the people pass by whom you have purchased. 
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You will bring them in and plant them on your own mountain, 
the place, O Lord, which you have made for your abode, 
the sanctuary, O Lord, which your hands have established.  
The Lord will reign forever and ever.” (Exodus 15:1-18) 

c) So Jesus Christ brings us out of the world, through the great tribulation, and destroys the 
force of evil, in order to bring us home to heaven, the New Jerusalem, the City of God.  

6. Moses once told the people of Israel this:  

“If you say in your heart, ‘These nations are greater than I. How can I dispossess them?’ you 
shall not be afraid of them but you shall remember what the Lord your God did to Pharaoh 
and to all Egypt, the great trials that your eyes saw, the signs, the wonders, the mighty hand, 
and the outstretched arm, by which the Lord your God brought you out. So will the Lord your 
God do to all the peoples of whom you are afraid. Moreover, the Lord your God will send 
hornets among them, until those who are left and hide themselves from you are destroyed. You 
shall not be in dread of them, for the Lord your God is in your midst, a great and awesome 
God. (Deut. 7:17-21) 

7. So, now Jesus says to His Church: Do not be afraid of the world and all its evil, for I will deliver you.  
The great and awesome God is still in your midst.  

I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you will have 
tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world. (John 16:33) 

8. God is still a warrior God.  And what Moses said to the children of Israel, in their darkest hour, still 
applies to us:  

And Moses said to the people, “Fear not, stand firm, and see the salvation of the Lord, which he 
will work for you today. For the Egyptians whom you see today, you shall never see again. The 
Lord will fight for you, and you have only to be silent.” (Exodus 14:13-14) 

9. You will notice, in both the Song of Moses in Exodus 15 and the Song of Moses in Revelation 15, no 
mention is made of what the Israelites or the Church did.  There is no glory for them in the Victory of 
God.  All that is mentioned are the “righteous acts” of God – what God has done for us!  

The Lord said to Moses, “Why do you cry to me? Tell the people of Israel to go forward. Lift up 
your staff, and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, that the people of Israel may go 
through the sea on dry ground. And I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they shall go 
in after them, and I will get glory over Pharaoh and all his host, his chariots, and his horsemen. 
And the Egyptians shall know that I am the Lord, when I have gotten glory over Pharaoh, his 
chariots, and his horsemen.” (Exodus 14:15-18) 

“Great and amazing are your deeds, 
O Lord God the Almighty! 
Just and true are your ways, 
O King of the nations! 
Who will not fear, O Lord, 
and glorify your name? 
For you alone are holy. 
All nations will come  
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and worship you, 
for your righteous acts have been revealed.” (Rev. 15:3b-4) 

10. Fanny Crosby: “Praise the Lord, Praise the Lord, let the earth hear his voice; Praise the Lord, 
Praise the Lord, Let the People rejoice.  Oh come to the Father, through Jesus the Son and give Him 
the glory; great things He has done.”  

C. The Vision of the Bowls of Wrath (15:5-8) 

1. After this I looked, and the sanctuary of the tent of witness in heaven was opened, and out of the 
sanctuary came the seven angels with the seven plagues, clothed in pure, bright linen, with golden 
sashes around their chests. And one of the four living creatures gave to the seven angels seven golden 
bowls full of the wrath of God who lives forever and ever, and the sanctuary was filled with smoke 
from the glory of God and from his power, and no one could enter the sanctuary until the seven 
plagues of the seven angels were finished. (Rev. 15:5-8) 

2. The entire imagery of Chapter 15 is set in the heavenly tabernacle, of which Moses’ OT Tabernacle 
was a replica.  

a) “a sea of glass mingled with fire” (v. 2) – the OT laver in the Tabernacle for washing 
(called “the sea”), and the fire of the altars.   

b) “the sanctuary, the tent of witness in heaven” (v. 5) = the tent of meeting = the tent of 
testimony (witness) 

(1) Greek word: skene: tabernacle, tent.  

(2) where the Ark of the Covenant (Ten Commandments) was kept. 

(3) The Holy Place in the OT (“sanctuary”)  

c) “and out of the sanctuary came the seven angels … clothed in pure, white linen, with 
golden sashes around their chests …” (v. 6) – dressed like OT Priests or Levites.  

d) “seven golden bowls” – like the Levites who carried the sacred vessels (bowls) of the 
Tabernacle  

He also made ten tables and placed them in the temple, five on the right side and five 
on the left. And he made one hundred golden bowls. (2 Chron. 4:8) 

3. The Picture: 7 Angels come forth from the Holy Place in heaven with 7 sacred bowls filled with the 
wrath of God, as if they were performing sacred duty for God.  

And one of the four living creatures gave to the seven angels seven golden bowls full of the 
wrath of God who lives forever and ever (Rev. 15:7) 

There is a connection between the golden bowls of Rev. 5:8 and these seven golden bowls of wrath.  

a) And when he had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell 
down before the Lamb, each holding a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are 
the prayers of the saints. (Rev. 5:8) 

b) Golden bowls full of the prayers of the saints.  What prayers?  

When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been 
slain for the word of God and for the witness they had borne. They cried out with a 
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loud voice, “O Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how long before you will judge and 
avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?” Then they were each given a 
white robe and told to rest a little longer, until the number of their fellow servants and 
their brothers should be complete, who were to be killed as they themselves had been. 
(Rev. 6:9-11) 

And another angel came and stood at the altar with a golden censer, and he was given 
much incense to offer with the prayers of all the saints on the golden altar before the 
throne, and the smoke of the incense, with the prayers of the saints, rose before God 
from the hand of the angel. Then the angel took the censer and filled it with fire from 
the altar and threw it on the earth, and there were peals of thunder, rumblings, flashes 
of lightning, and an earthquake. (Rev. 8:3-5) 

c) Prayers turned into judgments!  

d) Grant R. Osborne: Revelation: ECNT; p. 570 

By using these bowls, two points would be made: (1) the outpouring of judgment is a 
sacred offering to God, vindicating his name and bringing him glory; and (2) they come in 
response to the prayers of the saints.  Thus, the golden bowls would link prayer with 
divine retribution.  So these are probably the “sprinkling bowls” used at the alter of burnt 
offering, made of bronze.  These bowls were used for sprinkling the blood of the sacrifices 
and would be even stronger in making the outpouring of judgment a sacred offering to 
God.  

4. Then, one more OT image: The Temple filled with smoke!  

a) and the sanctuary was filled with smoke from the glory of God and from his power, and no 
one could enter the sanctuary until the seven plagues of the seven angels were finished. 
(Rev. 15:8) 

b) a clear allusion to the Shekinah Glory filling both the Tabernacle and the Temple with 
God’s Presence 

(1) Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the Lord filled the 
tabernacle. And Moses was not able to enter the tent of meeting because the 
cloud settled on it, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle. (Ex. 40:34-
35) 

(2) And when the priests came out of the Holy Place, a cloud filled the house of the 
Lord, so that the priests could not stand to minister because of the cloud, for 
the glory of the Lord filled the house of the Lord. (1 Kings 8:10-11) 

(3) In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high 
and lifted up; and the train of his robe filled the temple. Above him stood the 
seraphim. Each had six wings: with two he covered his face, and with two he 
covered his feet, and with two he flew. And one called to another and said: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; 
the whole earth is full of his glory!” 
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And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of him who called, and 
the house was filled with smoke. (Isa. 6:1-4) 

(4) For thus says the Lord of hosts: Yet once more, in a little while, I will shake the 
heavens and the earth and the sea and the dry land. And I will shake all 
nations, so that the treasures of all nations shall come in, and I will fill this 
house with glory, says the Lord of hosts. The silver is mine, and the gold is 
mine, declares the Lord of hosts. The latter glory of this house shall be greater 
than the former, says the Lord of hosts. And in this place I will give peace, 
declares the Lord of hosts.’” (Haggai 2:6-9) 

5. The glory of God, filling heaven and earth, as Jesus Christ comes to earth again to judge the world 
and inherit the nations for Himself.  

II. APPLYING THEVISIONS OF REVELATION 15:1-8 

A. God’s judgments come to us in cycles 

1. There is a reason why Revelation includes three sets (cycles) of judgments:   

a) God sends upon us three kinds of judgments which I mentioned in Rev. 6, 

(1) Remedial Judgments meant to be a remedy for sin (calling us to repentance and 
change)  

(2) Purifying Judgments meant to burn the dross out of our lives and make us more 
holy 

(3) Final Judgments that punish us for our impenitence and unbelief. 

2. Notice how God’s 3 cycles of Judgment are depicted –  

a) Seals: secrets opened for us to see and understand why we are being judged (Remedial)  

b) Trumpets: Warning blasts calling us to repent before it is too late (Purifying)  

c) Bowls poured out on us, and which cannot be taken back.  These are final judgments.  

3. Here’s the point: We may all be at different stages of God’s judgments, but there is a terminal point 
where final judgment comes and it’s too late to repent, believe and do what is right.  

4. Wm. Hendriksen: More Than Conquerors; pp. 189, 190, 194 

The question now arises: whenever in history the trumpets of judgment, the initial plagues, fail to 
result in penitence and conversion, what then? Does God permit such impenitence, such hardness of 
heart to go unpunished until the final judgment of the last day? This question is answered in our 
present vision.  The answer, in brief, is this: whenever in history the wicked fail to repent in answer to 
the initial and partial manifestation of God’s anger in judgments, the final effusion of wrath follows.  
Final, though not complete until the judgment day.  These plagues are the last.  They leave no more 
opportunity for repentance.  When the wicked, often warned by the trumpets of judgment, continue to 
harden their hearts, death finally plunges them into the hands of an angry God.  But even before they 
die they may have crossed the deadline, the line between God’s patience and his wrath. Hence, 
throughout the history of the world God’s final wrath again and again reveals itself: now it strikes 
this one; then another.  It is poured out upon the impenitent.  Trumpets warn; bowls are poured out.   
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Whoever refuses to be warned by the trumpets of judgment – is “destroyed” by the bowls of wrath.  
For one individual a certain calamity may be a trumpet of judgment, while for some one else that 
same event may be a bowl of wrath.   

5. We are all under both God’s holy judgments and God’s gracious patience granting us time for 
salvation. 

6. But we dare not presume upon the patience of God. 

Therefore you have no excuse, O man, every one of you who judges. For in passing judgment 
on another you condemn yourself, because you, the judge, practice the very same things. We 
know that the judgment of God rightly falls on those who practice such things. Do you 
suppose, O man—you who judge those who practice such things and yet do them yourself—
that you will escape the judgment of God? Or do you presume on the riches of his kindness 
and forbearance and patience, not knowing that God's kindness is meant to lead you to 
repentance? But because of your hard and impenitent heart you are storing up wrath for 
yourself on the day of wrath when God's righteous judgment will be revealed. (Romans 2:1-5) 

7. Illustration: Look how these final judgments of Rev 16 have “snuck up” on us: I told you, repeatedly 
they were coming; we all knew that; but now they are right before us! My how time had slipped by 
us! So it is with life – trust this 67-year-old man – it slips by us, and soon death, judgment, the end 
has come, and we are not ready  

a) And just as it is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes judgment, (Heb. 9:27) 

b) Satan’s most effective lie is this: “You’ve got all your life before you! Don’t worry about 
your sin today.  Tomorrow is plenty of time to repent!”  

c) God tells us otherwise –  

Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to such and such a city, and 
spend a year there and engage in business and make a profit.” Yet you do not know 
what your life will be like tomorrow. You are just a vapor that appears for a little 
while and then vanishes away. (James 4:13-14 NASB) 

8. Today is the day to repent before the bowl of wrath is finally poured out and it is too late!  

B. God’s Patience is Afforded us Today 

1. Today, in Revelation 15, God has given us but one more picture of how this world will end. 

2. The glory of God will fill the earth as it fills the heavens.  And we are given a chance, now, to enter 
that glory through Jesus Christ.  

3. Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as though 
something strange were happening to you … For it is time for judgment to begin at the household of 
God; and if it begins with us, what will be the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of God? 
(1 Peter 4:12,17)  

But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a 
thousand years as one day. The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is 
patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance. But the 
day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the 
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heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it will 
be exposed. Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be in lives 
of holiness and godliness, (2 Peter 3:8-11) 

4. Jesus Christ, our High Priest, has already gone back to the Tabernacle in heaven, with His own 
offering for our salvation. 

But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that have come, then through the 
greater and more perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this creation) he entered 
once for all into the holy places, not by means of the blood of goats and calves but by means 
of his own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption. For if the blood of goats and bulls, and 
the sprinkling of defiled persons with the ashes of a heifer, sanctify for the purification of the 
flesh, how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself 
without blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead works to serve the living God. (Heb. 
9:11-14) 

5. While the judgment of God falls all around us, we must remember that it first fell on Jesus Christ, for 
our sake.  Now is the time to turn from pet sins, prideful impenitence, and guilty patterns living, and 
come to Jesus Christ! 

For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring 
us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, (1 Peter 3:18) 

6. Remember: Once the End begins … 

a) “… no one could enter the sanctuary until the seven plagues of the seven angels was 
finished.” (15:8) 

b) Today may be the last day we have to turn to Christ, forsake sin, and make things right 
with others.  

7. What bothers me most about American Evangelicals and Christians I’ve met here in Charlotte is 
their hardness of heart, exemplified in their refusal to come to others they’ve wronged, ask 
forgiveness, and reconcile.  

8. I think this indicates one fact: They have not yet come to Jesus about these relational sins, because 
they think tomorrow lasts forever.  

9. They are horribly wrong. While … 

a) The Tabernacle in heaven is still open, 

b) Christ is still Redeemer and not yet Judge, 

c) God has held back the outpouring of the bowl of final judgment. 

d) We must do what Jesus said …  

But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother will be liable to judgment; 
whoever insults his brother will be liable to the council; and whoever says, ‘You fool!’ 
will be liable to the hell of fire. So if you are offering your gift at the altar and there 
remember that your brother has something against you, leave your gift there before 
the altar and go. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your 
gift.  Come to terms quickly with your accuser while you are going with him to court, 
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lest your accuser hand you over to the judge, and the judge to the guard, and you be 
put in prison. Truly, I say to you, you will never get out until you have paid the last 
penny. (Matt. 5:22-26) 

 


