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Psalm 14       May 29, 2016 PM 
Prayerbook of the Bible           Prayer/Psalms 
PS1614              
 

Praying for Spiritual Reformation 

INTRODUCTION: Back in 2009 Dr. Marni Halvorson sent me a cute email. 

1. She introduced it in this way: “Although I cannot verify the truthfulness of the below, I thought you 
would enjoy:” 

In Florida, an atheist filed a suit against the upcoming Easter and Passover Holy days.  He hired an 
attorney to bring a discrimination case against Christians and Jews and observances of their holy days.  
The argument was that it was unfair that atheists had no such recognized days.  The case was brought 
before a judge. After listening to the passionate presentation by the lawyer, the judge banged his gavel 
declaring, “Case dismissed!” 

The lawyer immediately stood objecting to the ruling saying, “Your honor, how can you possibly dismiss 
this case? The Christians have Christmas, Easter and others.  The Jews have Passover, Yom Kippur and 
Hanukkah, yet my client and all other atheists have no such holidays.” The judge leaned forward in his 
chair saying, “But you do.  Your client, counsel, is woefully ignorant.”  

The lawyer said, “Your Honor, we are unaware of any special observance or holiday for atheists.” The 
judge said, “The calendar says April 1st is April Fool’s Day.  Psalm 14:1 states, ‘The fool says in his 
heart, there is no God.’ Thus, it is the opinion of this court that if your client says there is no God, then 
he is a fool.  Therefore, April 1st is his day.  Court is adjourned …”  

You gotta love a Judge who knows his scripture!  

2. That is how Psalm 14 begins: “The fool has said in his heart ‘There is no God.’”  

3. Here is an amazing observation: In the Psalter Psalm 14 and Psalm 53 are almost identical. 

a) Both ascribed to David. 

b) The words are almost identical except for 14:5-6 and 53:5. 

c) Turn to Psalm 53 and follow along as I read Psalm 14 …  

The fool says in his heart, “There is no God.” 
They are corrupt, they do abominable deeds, 
there is none who does good. 
The Lord looks down from heaven on the children of man, 
to see if there are any who understand, 
who seek after God. 
They have all turned aside; together they have become corrupt; 
there is none who does good, 
not even one.  
Have they no knowledge, all the evildoers 
who eat up my people as they eat bread 
and do not call upon the Lord? 
There they are in great terror, 
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for God is with the generation of the righteous. 
You would shame the plans of the poor, 
but the Lord is his refuge. 
Oh, that salvation for Israel would come out of Zion! 
When the Lord restores the fortunes of his people, let Jacob rejoice, let Israel be glad. (Psalm 
14) 

4. Also, the heart of Psalm 14 is repeated by Paul in Romans 3:10-12 

a) as it is written: 
“None is righteous, no, not one; 
no one understands; 
no one seeks for God. 
All have turned aside; together they have become worthless; 
no one does good, 
not even one.” (Romans 3:10-12) 

b) The Septuagint version of Ps. 14:1-3 

5. James M. Boice: Psalms: Vol. 1; p. 114 

Anything God says once demands attention.  Anything he says twice demands our most intent attention.  
How then if he says something three times, as he does in this case? This demands our keenest 
concentration, contemplation, assimilation, and even memorization.  These are words which, to use the 
often-quoted phrase of the collect from the Book of Common Prayer, we are to “read, mark, learn and 
inwardly digest.”  

6. This is a Psalm about practical atheism, not theoretical or professing atheism. 

a) If the man speaking really knew there was no such thing/person as God, and in fact there was 
not, then he’d be praised for his insight, honesty and boldness in saying so.   

b) If he did not know for certain if there was a God but he said so, he’d at least be an honest 
agnostic or skeptic. 

c) If the man really truly believed in his heart that God did not exist, and said so, if there was a 
God he’d merely be mistaken; honestly wrong.  

d) But this man David (God) calls “The Fool” because, deep down, he knows there is a God yet 
tries to convince himself that God does not exist. He is as foolish doing that as he is to deny to 
himself the existence of the sun, moon or stars!  

7. Also, notice this, this fool does not say there is no God out loud; no, he’s much more cowardly than that.  
He says it in his heart and to himself: 

a) The fool says in his heart, “There is no God.” 
They are corrupt, they do abominable deeds, 
there is none who does good. (Ps. 14:1) 

b) He believes there is a God; that’s why he keeps telling himself there is no deity.  

c) But he lives as if there is no God; he is a practical atheist. 

d) It suits him to live as if there is no God while in fact he knows there is.  
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8. America is full of practical atheism – people who belong to churches but live as though God did not 
exist.  

9. Pew Research Center’s 2014 Religious Landscape Study. 

a) All Affiliated Christians 

(1) 74% were absolutely certain there is a God 

(2) 19% are fairly certain 

(3) 4% are not too sure 

(4) 2% say there is no God 

b) Evangelicals scored the highest 

(1) 88% were absolutely certain 

(2) 10% were fairly certain 

(3) 2% were not too sure 

(4) None believed there is no God 

c) Non-Christian Religions were appallingly poor in this belief. 

(1) 27% said there definitely is a God 

(2) 22% were fairly sure there is 

(3) 12% were not too sure 

(4) 33% said there was no God 

d) Except for the Muslims, who were close to Evangelicals in their beliefs –  

(1) 84% were definite about belief in God  

(2) 12% were fairly certain  

(3) 3% were not too sure 

(4) There were no atheist Muslims 

e) Of course, The “Unaffiliated” scored the worst: Atheists, Agnostics and “Not religious at all”  

(1) 27% were certain God exists 

(2) 22% were fairly certain 

(3) 12% said they were not too sure 

(4) 33% said, “There is no God!”  

f) Fascinatingly, among those who identified themselves as atheists –  

(1) 2% absolutely believe in God (?) 

(2) 3% are fairly certain there is a God 

(3) 2% are not too sure; but believe God is a “possibility” 
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(4) And 59% of the “not religious” group believe that religion is important (29% are 
fairly certain it’s important)!  

g) The Pew Research Center concluded with these summary observations:  

To be sure, the vast majority of Americans still believe in God.  But there are strong signs that 
many are less certain about this belief than in years past.  And a small but growing minority 
of Americans say they do not believe in God at all.  

The changes have been even more substantial when it comes to certainty of belief in God: 
63% of Americans are absolutely certain that God exists, down 8 percentage points from 
2007, when 71% said this.  

These shifts have been especially sharp among the growing share of Americans who do not 
identify with any religious group (and call themselves atheists, agnostics or “nothing in 
particular”). While 22% of these religious “nones” said that they did not believe in God in 
2007, that figure has risen to 33% in 2014.  And just 27% of the religiously unaffiliated are 
absolutely certain that God exists, down from 36% in 2007.  

This trend is not universal.  Indeed, belief in God has been more stable among some more 
highly observant religious groups, such as evangelical Protestants and members of the 
historically black Protestant tradition – among whom nearly nine-in-ten say they are 
absolutely certain God exists.  And 84% of U.S. Muslims are certain there is a God or 
universal spirit, similar to 2007 (82%).  

There are other demographic differences as well when it comes to belief in God.  For 
instance, blacks are more likely than whites and Hispanics (83% vs. 61% and 59%, 
respectively) to be absolutely certain about God’s existence.  Women are more likely than 
men to be certain about God (69% vs. 57%), as are less well-educated Americans compared 
with college graduates (66% vs. 55%).  

But perhaps the most striking divide – and the driving force behind the overall drop in belief – 
is generational.  As younger Americans enter adulthood, they are far less likely to be sure 
about God’s existence than are their elders.  While 70% of those ages 65 and older express an 
absolutely certain belief in God or a universal spirit, only about half of adults under 30 feel 
the same way (51%).  

Pew Research Center surveys are not the only ones that have found a long-term decline in the 
overall share of Americans who say they believe in God.  For example, 86% of Americans 
said in a 2014 Gallup poll they believed in God or a universal spirit, down from 96% in 1994 
and the lowest figure since Gallup first asked the question in 1976.  

10. Indeed, that is true.  Kelly Shatzuck, in an article titled “7 Startling Facts: An Up Close Look at Church 
Attendance in America”. She was reporting on the Evangelical Covenant Church’s denominational study 
of Church attendance in over 200,000 “orthodox churches” in the USA, a study over a 25-year span.  

a) Facts: In 2004 17.7% of Americans attend church on any given weekend! 

b) Fact #1: Less than 20% of Americans regularly attend church – less than half of what 
pollsters report (40%). 
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c) Fact #2: American church attendance is steadily declining.  Church attendance is not keeping 
pace with population growth.  

d) Fact #3: In only one state is church attendance growing faster than the population: Hawaii 
(13.8%) regularly in church)  

e) Fact #4: Mid-size churches are shrinking; smaller and the largest churches are growing.  That 
is, churches under 100 and over 2,000 in attendance are growing, at 16% and 22% 
respectively (1994-2004).  Churches Christ Covenant’s size are declining. (“We’ve created a 
church consumer culture,” Ed Stetzer proclaims.)  

f) Fact #5: Established churches, 40-190 years old, are on the average in decline. 

g) Fact #6: Church Growth is only ¼ of what is needed to keep up with U.S. population growth.  

Many church plants of the last five years are intentionally smaller than those of the 1990s, he 
observes, because the younger generation is opting for smaller churches that offer a more 
intimate experience. “So we need to realize that if churches are going to be smaller, we’ll 
need to start more of them to have the same impact.”  

h) Fact #7: In 2050, the percentage of the U.S. population attending church regularly will be ½ 
of what it was in 1990!  

11. Of course, some of you may think, “What has church attendance got to do with believing in God?” And 
precisely because we are asking that question reveals why belief in God and church attendance are 
dropping precipitously, in our land.  

12. Bob Coy, Sr. Pastor of the Calvary Chapel in Fort Lauderdale, Florida said this in response to this study:  

a) “Listen to the church. I know that isn’t a popular bit of advice at a time and in a country 
where the church is frequently seen more as an ‘obstacle’ in the way rather than as the ‘way’ 
to Jesus. Nevertheless, I’m profoundly convinced that the greatest spiritual danger for our 
times is the separation of Jesus from the church.  The church is the body of the Lord.  Without 
Jesus, there can be no church; and without the church, we cannot stay united with Jesus.  I’ve 
yet to meet anyone who has come closer to Jesus by forsaking the church.  To listen to the 
church is to listen to the Lord of the church.”  

b) Then Mr. Coy soon resigned his 20,000-member church position because of addictions to 
multiple adulteries and pornography!  

13. My belabored point: America’s #1 spiritual problem is practical atheism.  

The fool says in his heart, “There is no God.” 
They are corrupt, they do abominable deeds, 
there is none who does good. (Ps. 14:1) 

14. Psalm 14 is a Prayer for Spiritual Reformation in three stages. 

a) Recognizing Practical Atheism (vv. 1-3) 

b) Hearing God’s Assessment of Practical Atheism (vv. 4-6) 

c) A Prayer for Spiritual Reformation (vs. 7) 

I. UNDERSTANDING PSALM 14 AND PRACTICAL ATHEISM 
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A. Recognizing Practical Atheism (vv. 1-3) 

1. The fool says in his heart, “There is no God.” 
They are corrupt, they do abominable deeds, 
there is none who does good. 
The Lord looks down from heaven on the children of man, to see if there are any who understand, 
who seek after God. 
They have all turned aside; together they have become corrupt; there is none who does good, 
not even one. (Ps. 14:1-3) 

2. Practical atheism is recognizable by the manifestation of three patterns of behavior (vv. 1-3) 

a) First: a practical atheist professes faith in God (and even in Jesus) but is corrupted by 
“abominable deeds” 

(1) The fool says in his heart, “There is no God.” 
They are corrupt, they do abominable deeds, 
there is none who does good.    (Ps. 14:1) 

(2) this is a strong statement: abominable deeds 

(3) literally: doing of abominations 

(4) Abominations: adultery, incest, fornication, idolatry, infant sacrifice 
(infanticide), homosexuality, striking of a parent by a child, rape, sorcery and 
bestiality. 

(5) None of you shall approach any one of his close relatives to uncover 
nakedness. I am the Lord. And you shall not take a woman as a rival wife to 
her sister, uncovering her nakedness while her sister is still alive. “You shall 
not approach a woman to uncover her nakedness while she is in her menstrual 
uncleanness. And you shall not lie sexually with your neighbor's wife and so 
make yourself unclean with her. You shall not give any of your children to offer 
them to Molech, and so profane the name of your God: I am the Lord. You 
shall not lie with a male as with a woman; it is an abomination. And you shall 
not lie with any animal and so make yourself unclean with it, neither shall any 
woman give herself to an animal to lie with it: it is perversion. 

“Do not make yourselves unclean by any of these things, for by all these the 
nations I am driving out before you have become unclean, and the land became 
unclean, so that I punished its iniquity, and the land vomited out its 
inhabitants. But you shall keep my statutes and my rules and do none of these 
abominations, either the native or the stranger who sojourns among you (for 
the people of the land, who were before you, did all of these abominations, so 
that the land became unclean), lest the land vomit you out when you make it 
unclean, as it vomited out the nation that was before you. For everyone who 
does any of these abominations, the persons who do them shall be cut off from 
among their people. So keep my charge never to practice any of these 
abominable customs that were practiced before you, and never to make 
yourselves unclean by them: I am the Lord your God.” (Lev. 18:6, 18-30) 
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(6) God hates abominable things –  

There are six things that the Lord hates, seven that are an abomination to him: 
haughty eyes, a lying tongue, 
and hands that shed innocent blood, a heart that devises wicked plans, feet that 
make haste to run to evil, a false witness who breathes out lies, 
and one who sows discord among brothers. (Prov. 6:16-19) 

(7) A Practical Atheist lives an immoral, unethical or violent life, while professing 
to be a Christian. 

• The KKK clansman who’s a Baptist deacon 

• The “Gay Christian” who is an active Lesbian 

• The Evangelical Preacher in an adulterous affair 

• The Campus ministry worker addicted to pornography 

• The Elder who is a tax-evading, crooked businessman 

• The Church member seldom ever found in church!  

(8) The Problem? He (she) does not really believe God will do anything about 
their sins.  God isn’t real to them.  

b) Second: A practical atheist is content to live in spiritual ignorance, never seeking to know 
God, so long as he is religious.  

(1) The Lord looks down from heaven on the children of man, 
to see if there are any who understand, who seek after God. (Ps. 14:2) 

(2) These “believers” are prone to shallow churches, false gospels, heretical ideas 
and even cultic practices. 

(3) Looking godly and feeling good take precedence over seeking after God in a 
deeply spiritual manner. 

(4) Example: The Prosperity Gospel: The Pursuit of the world while pretending to 
belong to God.  

Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the 
love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world—the desires of the 
flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride of life—is not from the Father but is 
from the world. And the world is passing away along with its desires, but 
whoever does the will of God abides forever. (1 John 2:15-17) 

What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it not this, that 
your passions are at war within you? You desire and do not have, so you 
murder. You covet and cannot obtain, so you fight and quarrel. You do not 
have, because you do not ask. You ask and do not receive, because you ask 
wrongly, to spend it on your passions. You adulterous people! Do you not know 
that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Therefore whoever wishes 
to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God. Or do you suppose 
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it is to no purpose that the Scripture says, “He yearns jealously over the spirit 
that he has made to dwell in us”? (James 4:1-5) 

(5) The Problem? For them the Real God is a major impediment to their worldly 
lives so they choose to remain ignorant of Him and His will, selectively 
choosing what they desire out of His Word.  

b) Third: A practical atheist has turned aside from God and chosen to worship an idol; 

(1) They have all turned aside; together they have become corrupt; 
there is none who does good, 
not even one. (Ps. 14:3) 

(2) Here St Paul helps us to understand the root issue of practical atheism: A 
person prefers their own false religions to the Gospel of God.  

(3) For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 
unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth.  For 
what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to 
them. For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, 
have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things 
that have been made. So they are without excuse. For although they knew God, 
they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in 
their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. Claiming to be wise, 
they became fools, and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images 
resembling mortal man and birds and animals and creeping things. Therefore 
God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the dishonoring of 
their bodies among themselves, because they exchanged the truth about God 
for a lie and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is 
blessed forever! Amen. (Rom. 1:18-25) 

(4) Paul then talks about pagans, moralists and Jews, and he concludes by quoting 
Psalm 14 

(5) What then? Are we Jews any better off? No, not at all. For we have already 
charged that all, both Jews and Greeks, are under sin, as it is written: 

“None is righteous, no, not one; 
no one understands; 
no one seeks for God. 
All have turned aside; together they have become worthless; 
no one does good, 
not even one.” 
“Their throat is an open grave; 
they use their tongues to deceive.” 
“The venom of asps is under their lips.” 
“Their mouth is full of curses and bitterness.” 
“Their feet are swift to shed blood; 
in their paths are ruin and misery, 
and the way of peace they have not known.” 
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“There is no fear of God before their eyes.” (Rom. 3:9-18) 

for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, (Rom. 3:23) 

(6) The Problem? The practical atheist has nothing of spiritual good in him – 
nothing redemptive or redeemed because he (she) has turned away from God’s 
revelation in Creation, the conscience, the Scripture and Christ.  He is damned.  

3. Practical Atheism is a very, very serious thing, and not something to by toyed with, ignored or 
tolerated, because …  

a) Practical atheism never leads to holiness because it clings to its pet sins. Holiness is 
necessary for salvation.  

Strive for peace with everyone, and for the holiness without which no one will see the 
Lord.  See to it that no one fails to obtain the grace of God; that no “root of 
bitterness” springs up and causes trouble, and by it many become defiled; (Heb. 
12:14-15)  

b) Practical atheism never leads to a true knowledge of God because it is blinded by its own 
delusions.  This too is eternally fatal!  

And the Lord's servant must not be quarrelsome but kind to everyone, able to teach, 
patiently enduring evil, correcting his opponents with gentleness. God may perhaps 
grant them repentance leading to a knowledge of the truth, and they may come to their 
senses and escape from the snare of the devil, after being captured by him to do his 
will. (2 Tim. 2:24-26) 

c) Practical atheism never leads to Jesus Christ because it constructs false gods with whom it 
is easier to live.  But without Jesus people perish … forever!  

Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not 
be deceived: neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men who 
practice homosexuality, nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor 
swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. (1 Cor. 6:9-10) 

4.   So, God addresses the issue of practical atheism.  He assesses it …  

B. Assessing Practical Atheism (vv. 4-6)  

1. It appears that God speaks, for the speaker refers to “my people” (i.e., the godly believers)  

2. However, the speaker in verse 4-6 could be David for whom the Israelites (OT church) could be 
referred to as “my people”.  

3. I believe it is God speaking, assessing practical atheism from a perspective only God could have.  

4. And He states three things about practical atheists –  

a) First: They are opposed to and antagonistic to the true Church of God. They hurt 
believers. 

(1) Have they no knowledge, all the evildoers, who eat up my people as they eat 
bread…?  

(2) Hebrew: yada (to acknowledge) 
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(3) Alternate translation: Have they not acknowledged, all those who cause harm? 
Those who eat my people have eaten bread.  

(4) John Goldingay: Psalms 1; p. 215 

The collocation is allusive but suggestive.  LXX assumes that they devour 
people as easily as they eat food, but this is not explicit.  Perhaps they can 
move easily from eating people to eating a good meal, like a contract killer 
going out to dinner; the repetition of the verb underlines the incongruity of the 
movement.  Or perhaps it is by devouring the people that they eat bread.  They 
live on the basis of making life hard for others.  

(5) In their practical atheism they oppose and afflict the true church, which stands 
in conviction of them.  

(6) Practical Atheists are always spiteful of true believers.  

b) Second: They do not “call upon the Lord” 

(1) … and do not call upon the Lord. 

(2) “to call upon the Lord” is to pray, to acknowledge God or to believe in God as 
a true follower. 

(3) For the Scripture says, “Everyone who believes in him will not be put to 
shame.” For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord 
is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all who call on him. For “everyone who 
calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” How then will they call on him in 
whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they 
have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching? 
(Rom. 10:11-14) 

(4) Their persecution of God’s people goes on without any acknowledging of God 
because, for them, God most probably does not really exist.  He may be a force 
but not a person.  

c) Third: But, deep down, these practical atheists are in “deep terror” of soul!  

(1) There they are in great terror, 
for God is with the generation of the righteous. 
You would shame the plans of the poor, but the Lord is his refuge. 
(Psalm 14:5-6) 

(2) deep down they fear, “What if God really does exist, and is involved with the 
world.  If this is so what will he do to me for the way I have lived?” 

(3) Afraid of what? “Nothing at all!” 

(4) Here is where Psalm 53 differs from Psalm 14 

There they are, in great terror,  
where there is no terror!  
For God scatters the bones of him who encamps against you; 
you put them to shame, for God has rejected them.  (Ps. 53:5) 
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(5) They are in terror of their own consciences!  

(6) James M. Boice: Psalms; Vol. 1; p. 119 

To put it another way, no one is threatening these unbelieving persons.  They 
seem secure, as the wicked often do.  But in their quiet moments, deep in their 
hearts, they sense that if this is a moral universe, as they suspect it must be, 
then they are guilty of many sins and will undoubtedly suffer for them.  They 
are unnerved by this and shudder violently.  

(7) Remember how this Psalm begins: The fool has said in his heart, “There is no 
God.” But his heart answers him, every time: Oh yes there is! And you’re in 
trouble with Him! Big time! 

(8) This is why they do what they do!  

• You would shame the plans of the poor but the Lord is his refuge 

• They mock the persecuted Christian’s faith in God 

• If they can discredit the faith then they hope to see their consciences 
stilled.  It never works!  

5. This is why I say there are no true atheists; only practical (practicing) atheists. I say this for three 
reasons: 

a) First: The Bible says there are no real atheists 

For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 
unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. For what 
can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to them. For his 
invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly 
perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made. So 
they are without excuse. For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God 
or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts 
were darkened. Claiming to be wise, they became fools, and exchanged the glory of 
the immortal God for images resembling mortal man and birds and animals and 
creeping things. (Rom. 1:18-23) 

b) Second: Men are made in the image of God and a true sense of the divine is innate to all 
of us. 

He has made everything beautiful in its time. Also, he has put eternity into man's 
heart, yet so that he cannot find out what God has done from the beginning to the end. 
(Ecc. 3:11) 

c) Third: The “atheists” work too hard to convince the rest of us that God does not exist. 

(1) Me thinks thou dost protest too much! 

(2) Their guilty, frightful consciences betray themselves in their hatred, vitriolic 
speech and fanatical mission to de-mythologize the world!  

6. Illustration: I have decided to devote my retirement years to the mission of convincing people that 
hobbits are not real!  
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a) Hobbits are in too many books, too many movies and too popular with people – especially 
Christians.  

b) I will therefore give all I am to tell the world: There is no such thing as a hobbit! 

c) You’d rightly say, “Are you insane? Of course we know there are not real hobbits out 
there, and never have been.  Why waste your life on something everyone knows already? 

d) Ah-hah! If there is no such thing as God then why does the atheist waste his life trying to 
tell us God is not real?  

e) Answer: Because 99% of mankind knows that God exists!  

7. Fact: The best way to deny God is to simply ignore Him.  But the atheist can’t do this.  Why? Because 
they know deep inside their souls that God is real!  

C. Praying about Practical Atheism (v. 7) 

1. Oh, that salvation for Israel would come out of Zion! 
When the Lord restores the fortunes of his people, 
let Jacob rejoice, let Israel be glad. (Psalm 14:7) 

2. There is only one cure of practical atheism: Salvation 

3. “Oh that salvation from Israel would come out of Zion! 

a) paraphrase: “Oh that redemption would come for the church out of Jerusalem!  

b) Lord, you were favorable to your land; 
you restored the fortunes of Jacob. 
You forgave the iniquity of your people; 
you covered all their sin. Selah 
You withdrew all your wrath; 
you turned from your hot anger. 
Restore us again, O God of our salvation, 
and put away your indignation toward us! 
Will you be angry with us forever? 
Will you prolong your anger to all generations? 
Will you not revive us again, 
that your people may rejoice in you? 
Show us your steadfast love, O Lord, 
and grant us your salvation. (Ps. 85:1-7) 

c) And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given 
among men by which we must be saved. (Acts 4:12) 

d) “… for salvation is from the Jews …” (John 4:22) 

4. “Oh that salvation for the true Believers would come in Jesus Christ!” Faith in Christ is the only 
thing that can turn a …  

a) religious man into a redeemed man,  

b) a spiritual woman into a born-again saint 
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c) a nominal Christian into a disciple of Christ 

d) a practical atheist into a genuine believer.  

5. Here is the proof that God exists, God is real and God is involved in out world: The Incarnation of 
God in Jesus Christ!  

a) “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. In my Father's house 
are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for 
you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to 
myself, that where I am you may be also. And you know the way to where I am 
going.” Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we 
know the way?” Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one 
comes to the Father except through me. If you had known me, you would have known my 
Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.” Philip said to him, 
“Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us. Jesus said to him, “Have I been with 
you so long, and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the 
Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? (John 14:1-9) 

b) And this is eternal life, that they know you the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you 
have sent. (John 17:3) 

c) Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in 
this book; but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. (John 20:30-31) 

6. To believe in Jesus Christ is to believe in God.  To receive Jesus Christ as your Redeemer is to be 
saved by God.  To follow Jesus Christ is to follow God, and to rid yourself of all vestiges of practical 
atheism.  

II. PRAYING PSALM 14 and ABOUT PRACTICAL ATHEISM 

1. I can think of only one way to pray Psalm 14: To ask my own heart which god I am serving. 

2. “The fool has said in his (her) heart, “There is no God!” … am I that foolish person?  

a) Are there abominable deeds in my life sitting side by side with my religion?  

b) Is my faith leading me to deeper, more honest levels of seeking God?  

c) Have I deliberately turned away from God, the pastor, the Bible, the church because I did not 
like the holy life to which they were calling me?  

d) Have I taken out my spiritual frustration on any of God’s people and wronged them because I 
was at odds with God?  

e) Have I grown cold in my soul and refused to call upon the name of the Lord?  

f) Do I live with guilt, shame and fear in my soul – or denial – because I am uneasy in 
conscience toward God?  

g) Am I saved? And do I have enough evidence in my life to convince others and assure myself 
that I really know God in a saving way?  

3. Our prayers should always end with these words:  



 

PS1614 
 

14 

Oh, that salvation for Israel would come out of Zion! 
When the Lord restores the fortunes of his people, 
let Jacob rejoice, let Israel be glad. (Psalm 14:7) 

4. A salvation that will regenerate dead souls, renew stale faith, revive backslidden and slumbering spirits, 
reform worldly religion, and even restore entire societies to the truth, grace and life of God.  

Conclusion: I am prone to practical atheism; I truly am and have been all my life … 

1. I say I believe in God but I can live as though He isn’t real! 

2. I do it all the time.  The danger is that I fall into this pattern as a lifestyle of personal faith; God no longer 
present, powerful or personal in my life. 

3. Coasting on my conversion, my ordination, my better days.  So I pray –  

Oh, that salvation for Israel would come out of Zion! 
When the Lord restores the fortunes of his people, 
let Jacob rejoice, let Israel be glad. (Psalm 14:7) 

4. And I suspect you need to pray the same way against your own version of Practical Atheism. 

 

 


