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Revelation 16:12-21     June 12, 2016 AM 
God on the Throne     Revelation 
RV1620          
 

“Armageddon”    
 

INTRODUCTION: Last Sunday we examined the first half of this Vision of the Bowl Judgments … 

1. Specifically Bowls #1 to #6 

a) Painful boils on mankind (Removal of health)  

b) The Seas turned to blood (ruination of the food chain)  

c) All the waters turned to blood (pollution of drinking water) 

d) Scorching Sun over the earth (climate change) 

e) Painful Darkness (Spiritual darkness) 

f) Demonic Frogs (increased demonic activity) 

2. Plagues reminiscent of the Judgments Moses brought upon Pharaoh and Egypt in Exodus 7-11. The Final 
Judgments of God upon the world but not the Church. 

Then I saw another sign in heaven, great and amazing, seven angels with seven plagues, which are 
the last, for with them the wrath of God is finished. (Rev. 15:1) 

Then I heard a loud voice from the temple telling the seven angels, “Go and pour out on the earth the 
seven bowls of the wrath of God.” So the first angel went and poured out his bowl on the earth, and 
harmful and painful sores came upon the people who bore the mark of the beast and worshiped its 
image. (Rev. 16:1-2) 

The seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air, and a loud voice came out of the temple, from the 
throne, saying, “It is done!” (Rev. 16:17) 

3. The moral order of God’s Universe: The reason these judgments must come to pass.  

4. Bruce Metzger: “The Justice of God must bring judgment upon individuals and upon nations that violate 
the moral order of God’s universe.” (Breaking the Code; p. 82) 

5. What is happening in America is exactly what Dr. Metzger wrote about: the wholesale violation of God’s 
moral order for creation.  It’s been going on for years, but it cannot continue unabated without very 
serious repercussions – Judgment!  

6. Let me show this to you from Scripture: Romans 1:18-32 

a) Moral disorder and chaos in Five Stages:  

b) First: The Denial of God’s revelation … 

For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 
unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. For what 
can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to them. For his 
invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly 
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perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made. So 
they are without excuse. (Rom. 1:18-20) 

c) Second: The growing preference for Practical atheism and false religions 

For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they 
became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened.  Claiming to be wise, 
they became fools, and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling 
mortal man and birds and animals and creeping things. (Rom. 1:21-23) 

d) Third: Widespread immorality and baseness 

(1) Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the 
dishonoring of their bodies among themselves, because they exchanged the truth 
about God for a lie and worshiped and served the creature rather than the 
Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen. (Rom. 1:24-25) 

(2) Heterosexual immorality (dishonored bodies) 

(3) fornication, adultery, pornography, prostitution, and all kinds of sensual and 
licentious living.  

e) Fourth: Widespread Homosexuality (dishonorable passions)  

(1) For this reason God gave them up to dishonorable passions. For their women 
exchanged natural relations for those that are contrary to nature; and the men 
likewise gave up natural relations with women and were consumed with passion 
for one another, men committing shameless acts with men and receiving in 
themselves the due penalty for their error. (Rom. 1:26-27) 

(2) Lesbianism 

(3) Homosexuality 

(4) LGBT agenda in full swing 

(5) including STD’s, AID’s and violent living 

f) Fifth: Cultural and Social endorsement of godlessness (debased minds) 

(1) And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave them up to a debased 
mind to do what ought not to be done. They were filled with all manner of 
unrighteousness, evil, covetousness, malice. They are full of envy, murder, strife, 
deceit, maliciousness. They are gossips, slanderers, haters of God, insolent, 
haughty, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, foolish, faithless, 
heartless, ruthless. Though they know God's righteous decree that those who 
practice such things deserve to die, they not only do them but give approval to 
those who practice them. (Rom. 1:28-32) 

(2) “all manner of unrighteousness”  

(3) a godless society promoting Paganism. 

(4) and … punishing godliness while persecuting Christianity.  
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7. I must tell you: That these five steps to Neo Paganism have come to pass in my short lifetime (i.e., 1949-
2016; 67 years) 

a) Removal of Sabbath Day observances and Blue Laws 

b) The Rise of Evolutionary teaching in schools 

c) Removal of Prayer and Scripture from schools and Public sector 

d) No fault divorce, Common Law marriages, Feminism and Pornography. 

e) 1973: Roe vs. Wade: Legalized Abortion (murder) (50 + million deaths)  

f) Overturning of all Sodomy Laws state by state, by Supreme Court. 

g) Legalized euthanasia and the surge in human trafficking. 

h) Legalized Homosexual Marriages (overturning 38 state constitutions)  

i) Now: Aggressive and Coordinated efforts by the State, the Academy and the Media to force 
acceptance of and promotion of the Homosexual Agenda. 

j) Next? Polygamy, legalized Pedophilia, marriage between a mother and her son in Michigan 
and a Father and daughter in Australia?  

k) Incest? No! GSA! (Genetic Sexual Attraction) 

l) … and there is no limit to what awaits us!  

Though they know God's righteous decree that those who practice such things deserve 
to die, they not only do them but give approval to those who practice them. (Rom. 
1:32) 

8. How did this happen? The three institutions designed to reinforce, pass on and preserve God’s moral 
order of creation have all begun to crumble –  

a) The Family: Ravaged for decades by sensual, immoral and selfish living has been 
reconfigured into a pitiful parody of God’s design – Divorce and out of wedlock births are the 
chief culprits.  The loss of moral structure.  

b) The Church: Weakened by evolution, feminism and weak male leadership, has deserted its 
moral authority (Bible) and lost its moral influence – A craving for popularity, power and 
worldliness have ruined the Church.  

c) The State: undermined by wayward families and weakened churches, the State has lost its 
moral vision, and become an agent of ungodly power rather than a minister of God.  

Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority 
except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. Therefore whoever 
resists the authorities resists what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur 
judgment. For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would you have no 
fear of the one who is in authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his 
approval, for he is God's servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he 
does not bear the sword in vain. For he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries 
out God's wrath on the wrongdoer. (Rom. 13:1-4) 

d) But … no longer!  
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9. The Satanic Trinity has created their own institutions to promote their efforts to ruin God’s moral order 
for the universe…  

a) Satan, the Dragon: The University (New Seminary) 

b) The Beast: The secular State (New Savior) 

c) The False Prophet: The Media (Voice of Civil Religion) 

d) Academy … State … Media opposed to God’s order.  

10. But … hear this! God will not let this moral disorder go unaddressed and its moral rebellion go 
unpunished.  Judgment is coming!  

11. In Revelation 16 the divine axe falls, striking at the roots of this godless way of life rooted in the Satanic 
Trinity –  

a) Dragon … Beast … False Prophet … 

b) Academy … State … Media …  

c) Bowl Judgments … Armageddon … Fall of Babylon … 

12. That is how Jesus reveals to John the Judgment of God on this world, and how John arranges Chapter 16 
…  

a) Bowl Judgments (16:1-13) 

b) Armageddon (16:14-16) 

c) Fall of Babylon (16:17-21) 

13. Again … we looked at the first 6 Bowl Judgments last Sunday 

a) The Judgment of God upon the Physical Creation.  

b) Now we turn to Bowl #6 and #7 

c) Bowl #6 – The Battle of Armageddon (16:12-16) 

d) Bowl #7 – The Destruction of Babylon (16:17-21) 

I. UNDERSTANDING THE VISION OF ARMAGEDDON 

A. The Battle of Armageddon (16:12-16) 

1. The sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great river Euphrates, and its water was dried up, to 
prepare the way for the kings from the east. And I saw, coming out of the mouth of the dragon and out 
of the mouth of the beast and out of the mouth of the false prophet, three unclean spirits like frogs. 
For they are demonic spirits, performing signs, who go abroad to the kings of the whole world, to 
assemble them for battle on the great day of God the Almighty. (“Behold, I am coming like a thief! 
Blessed is the one who stays awake, keeping his garments on, that he may not go about naked and be 
seen exposed!”) And they assembled them at the place that in Hebrew is called Armageddon. (Rev. 
16:12-16) 

2. This sixth seal opens the way for the final spiritual battle between God and the fallen world.  

3. There was no Har Megiddo (Mountain of Meggido)  

a) In Greek: Armageddon 
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b) But there was a plain of Megiddo. 

c) A site where frequent battles in the OT took place 

d) The place of battle between Israel and Canaan, in the days of Deborah and Barak (Judges 
5)  

“The kings came, they fought; 
then fought the kings of Canaan, 
at Taanach, by the waters of Megiddo; 
they got no spoils of silver. 
From heaven the stars fought, 
from their courses they fought against Sisera. 
The torrent Kishon swept them away, 
the ancient torrent, the torrent Kishon. 
March on, my soul, with might! (Judges 5:19-21) 

e) Where Ahaziah of Judah fought against Jebu of Israel, and died (2 Kings 9) 

When Ahaziah the king of Judah saw this, he fled in the direction of Beth-haggan. And 
Jehu pursued him and said, “Shoot him also.” And they shot him in the chariot at the 
ascent of Gur, which is by Ibleam. And he fled to Megiddo and died there. His servants 
carried him in a chariot to Jerusalem, and buried him in his tomb with his fathers in 
the city of David. (2 Kings 9:27-28) 

f) Where the good King Josiah of Judah died in battle (2 Kings 23) 

In his days Pharaoh Neco king of Egypt went up to the king of Assyria to the river 
Euphrates. King Josiah went to meet him, and Pharaoh Neco killed him at Megiddo, 
as soon as he saw him. And his servants carried him dead in a chariot from Megiddo 
and brought him to Jerusalem and buried him in his own tomb. And the people of the 
land took Jehoahaz the son of Josiah, and anointed him, and made him king in his 
father's place. (2 Kings 23:29-30) 

g) Most significantly: Mount Carmel, where Elijah called down fire from heaven against the 
priests of Baal, looks out on the Valley Megiddo and its plain.  

So Ahab sent to all the people of Israel and gathered the prophets together at Mount 
Carmel. And Elijah came near to all the people and said, “How long will you go 
limping between two different opinions? If the Lord is God, follow him; but if Baal, 
then follow him.” And the people did not answer him a word. Then Elijah said to the 
people, “I, even I only, am left a prophet of the Lord, but Baal's prophets are 450 
men. Let two bulls be given to us, and let them choose one bull for themselves and cut 
it in pieces and lay it on the wood, but put no fire to it. And I will prepare the other 
bull and lay it on the wood and put no fire to it. And you call upon the name of your 
god, and I will call upon the name of the Lord, and the God who answers by fire, he is 
God.” And all the people answered, “It is well spoken.” (1 Kings 18:20-24) 

4. John is using familiar imagery to point to the last battle between good and evil. The one who wins 
the battle – “He is God!”  

a) Lucifer and his Satanic Trinity 
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b) Jesus Christ, the True God incarnate 

5. The Devil and his fallen world, with one final and desperate persecution, will attempt to destroy the 
Church.  But a great surprise awaits them!  

a) (Behold, I am coming like a thief! Blessed is the one who stays awake, keeping his 
garments on, that he may not go about naked and be seen exposed!”) (Rev. 16:15) 

b) Jesus will suddenly appear: The Second Coming of Christ … like a “thief in the night”  

c) Just as Jesus always said He would come:  

(1) Therefore, stay awake, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 
But know this, that if the master of the house had known in what part of the 
night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let 
his house be broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man 
is coming at an hour you do not expect. (Matt. 24:42-44) 

(2) Wake up, and strengthen what remains and is about to die, for I have not found 
your works complete in the sight of my God. Remember, then, what you 
received and heard. Keep it, and repent. If you will not wake up, I will come 
like a thief, and you will not know at what hour I will come against you. (Rev. 
3:2-3) 

(3) But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass 
away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, 
and the earth and the works that are done on it will be exposed. (2 Peter 3:10) 

(4) Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers, you have no need to have 
anything written to you. For you yourselves are fully aware that the day of the 
Lord will come like a thief in the night. While people are saying, “There is 
peace and security,” then sudden destruction will come upon them as labor 
pains come upon a pregnant woman, and they will not escape. But you are not 
in darkness, brothers, for that day to surprise you like a thief. For you are all 
children of light, children of the day. We are not of the night or of the darkness. 
So then let us not sleep, as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober. (1 
Thess. 5:1-6) 

d) Satan and the world expect to crush the Church, but they meet, surprisingly, face to face 
with Jesus Christ, and are totally destroyed. (Rev. 20:7-10) 

And when the thousand years are ended, Satan will be released from his prison and 
will come out to deceive the nations that are at the four corners of the earth, Gog and 
Magog, to gather them for battle; their number is like the sand of the sea. And they 
marched up over the broad plain of the earth and surrounded the camp of the saints 
and the beloved city, but fire came down from heaven and consumed them, and the 
devil who had deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur where the 
beast and the false prophet were, and they will be tormented day and night forever and 
ever. (Rev. 20:7-10) 

e) “fire came down from heaven and consumed them” – The New Elijah has come to 
Megiddo one last time!  
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f) Jesus the King!  

B. The Destruction of Babylon (16:17-21) 

1. The seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air, and a loud voice came out of the temple, from the 
throne, saying, “It is done!” And there were flashes of lightning, rumblings, peals of thunder, and a 
great earthquake such as there had never been since man was on the earth, so great was that 
earthquake. The great city was split into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell, and God 
remembered Babylon the great, to make her drain the cup of the wine of the fury of his wrath. And 
every island fled away, and no mountains were to be found. And great hailstones, about one hundred 
pounds each, fell from heaven on people; and they cursed God for the plague of the hail, because the 
plague was so severe. (Rev. 16:17-21) 

2. The Seventh Bowl is, at last poured out: “It is done!”  

a) Sin is over.  Finished. Done! 

b) Rebellion is over and done. 

c) Godlessness, evil and wickedness are ended 

d) Judgment is finished and complete 

e) The End of the World has come! 

3. One great and final plague, as in the days of Moses! 

a) And great hailstones, about one hundred pounds each, fell from heaven on people; and 
they cursed God for the plague of the hail, because the plague was so severe. (Rev. 16:21) 

b) Moses’ 7th plague: fiery hailstones 

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand toward heaven, so that there may be 
hail in all the land of Egypt, on man and beast and every plant of the field, in the land of 
Egypt.” Then Moses stretched out his staff toward heaven, and the Lord sent thunder and 
hail, and fire ran down to the earth. And the Lord rained hail upon the land of Egypt. 
There was hail and fire flashing continually in the midst of the hail, very heavy hail, such 
as had never been in all the land of Egypt since it became a nation.  The hail struck down 
everything that was in the field in all the land of Egypt, both man and beast. And the hail 
struck down every plant of the field and broke every tree of the field. Only in the land of 
Goshen, where the people of Israel were, was there no hail. (Ex. 9:22-26) 

c) Hail, mixed with fire, so large and so swift that it kills men, beast and plants of the fields 
as it strikes with God’s fury.  

d) And there were flashes of lightning, rumblings, peals of thunder, and a great earthquake 
such as there had never been since man was on the earth, so great was that 
earthquake. The great city was split into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell, and 
God remembered Babylon the great, to make her drain the cup of the wine of the fury of 
his wrath. And every island fled away, and no mountains were to be found. And great 
hailstones, about one hundred pounds each, fell from heaven on people; and they cursed 
God for the plague of the hail, because the plague was so severe. (Rev. 16:18-21) 

e) Key statement: “The fury of his wrath” (wrath of the Lamb) 
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4. The “Great City,” Babylon, is broken to pieces, collapses and is crushed by the hail of God’s wrath.  

a) The Great City is Babylon/Rome – the HQ of the Antichrist 

b) Capital of the Fallen world. 

c) The great city was split into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell, and God 
remembered Babylon the great, to make her drain the cup of the wine of the fury of his 
wrath. (Rev. 16:19) 

d) Split into three parts; symbolic of … 

(1) The Judgment of the Satanic Trinity 

(2) The Fall of the Dragon, the Beast, the False Prophet 

(3) The Victory of the Triune God 

(4) The Victory of Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

e) “… and the cities of the nations fell …” Those who shared in Rome’s rule; Babylon’s 
culture; opposition to God.  

f) i.e., Washington, D.C., London, Paris, Rome, Berlin, Beijing, Moscow, Tehran, Tokyo, 
Baghdad, New Delhi and Cairo … 

5. The Lex talionis has finally and fully been fulfilled 

a) Lex Talionis: law of retaliation  

b) punishment that befits an offense in both kind and degree 

c) “an eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth, life for life” 

d) The great city was split into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell, and God 
remembered Babylon the great, to make her drain the cup of the wine of the fury of his 
wrath. (Rev. 16:19) 

e) “… and God remembered Babylon –  

(1) who was drunk with the passions of her immorality 

(2) who now drains the cup of the wrath of God 

(3) cup for cup, blood for blood, wrath for wrath 

f) Another angel, a second, followed, saying, “Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great, she who 
made all nations drink the wine of the passion of her sexual immorality.” (Rev. 14:8) 

6. Grant R. Osborne: Revelation: ECNT; p. 599 

Again the principle of lex talionis is found: the sins of Babylon the Great have come to God’s 
attention, and he has reacted in kind.  Since they have drunk “the wine that leads to passion for 
immorality”, God will give them a wine cup filled with “his furious wrath.”  

7. The world, our present earthly home, begins to break apart, sink into the sea, as men are killed by fire 
and hail from heaven. 
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a) And every island fled away, and no mountains were to be found. And great hailstones, 
about one hundred pounds each, fell from heaven on people; and they cursed God for the 
plague of the hail, because the plague was so severe. (Rev. 16:20-21) 

b) the old world passes away in fire …  

c) out from whose ashes rises the Phoenix of the New Heaven and New Earth.  

d) and as unconverted men die, every single one of them, to soon be resurrected to judgement 
… 

e) “… they cursed God …” No repentance or remorse!  

II. APPLYING THE VISIONS OF THE BOWL JUDGEMENTS 

A. Where are the People of God in all of this Wreckage and Wrath?  

1. Simple Answer: Looking on, observing it all, in safety!  

a) from the Land of Goshen 

b) The protection of the people of God from all the plagues of final judgment 

c) i.e., the Church 

d) But on that day I will set apart the land of Goshen, where my people dwell, so that no 
swarms of flies shall be there, that you may know that I am the Lord in the midst of the 
earth. (Ex. 8:22) 

e) And the next day the Lord did this thing. All the livestock of the Egyptians died, but not 
one of the livestock of the people of Israel died. (Ex. 9:6) 

f) The hail struck down everything that was in the field in all the land of Egypt, both man 
and beast. And the hail struck down every plant of the field and broke every tree of the 
field. Only in the land of Goshen, where the people of Israel were, was there no hail. (Ex. 
9:25-26) 

g) The plagues fell upon Pharaoh and his people; but not God’s people 

2. These final plagues of judgment fall upon only those who’ve renounced Christ and been baptized into 
the world. 

a) 6-6-6 = the Mark of the Beast; Plagues for Satan and his people, but not the people of 
God. 

b) So the first angel went and poured out his bowl on the earth, and harmful and painful 
sores came upon the people who bore the mark of the beast and worshiped its image. 
(Rev. 16:2)  

c) … They did not repent and give him glory (16:9)  

d) and cursed the God of heaven for their pain and sores. They did not repent of their deeds. 
(Rev. 16:11)  

e) For they are demonic spirits, performing signs, who go abroad to the kings of the whole 
world, to assemble them for battle on the great day of God the Almighty. (Rev. 16:14) 
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f) And great hailstones, about one hundred pounds each, fell from heaven on people; and 
they cursed God for the plague of the hail, because the plague was so severe. (Rev. 16:21) 

3. Time and again, through remedial judgments, catastrophic judgments and finally the last judgments 
the people of the earth refuse to forsake the world and flee to Christ.  

4. But … Those who do will escape the judgment and wrath of God!  

Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal 
life. He does not come into judgment, but has passed from death to life. “Truly, truly, I say to 
you, an hour is coming, and is now here, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God, 
and those who hear will live. For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son 
also to have life in himself. And he has given him authority to execute judgment, because he is 
the Son of Man. Do not marvel at this, for an hour is coming when all who are in the tombs 
will hear his voice and come out, those who have done good to the resurrection of life, and 
those who have done evil to the resurrection of judgment. (John 5:24-29) 

5. The Psalmist wrote of this security we have in God, in Christ … 

You will not fear the terror of the night, 
nor the arrow that flies by day, 
nor the pestilence that stalks in darkness, 
nor the destruction that wastes at noonday. 
A thousand may fall at your side, 
ten thousand at your right hand, 
but it will not come near you. 
You will only look with your eyes 
and see the recompense of the wicked. 
Because you have made the Lord your dwelling place — the Most High, who is my refuge— 
no evil shall be allowed to befall you, 
no plague come near your tent. 
“Because he holds fast to me in love, I will deliver him; 
I will protect him, because he knows my name. 
When he calls to me, I will answer him; 
I will be with him in trouble; 
I will rescue him and honor him. 
With long life I will satisfy him 
and show him my salvation.” 
(Ps. 91:5-10, 14-16) 

B. How do we become part of this Protected People?  

1. Answer: Turn from sin, turn to Christ, Be Baptized into the Church. Baptism is the mark of 
redemption in Christ.  

2. The waters of baptism are the waters of judgment: 

a) They put the mark of Jesus upon us, so that the Angel of Judgment and death passes over 
us as he once passed over the people of God in Egypt.  
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b) For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike all the firstborn in the 
land of Egypt, both man and beast; and on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: 
I am the Lord. The blood shall be a sign for you, on the houses where you are. And when I 
see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague will befall you to destroy you, when I 
strike the land of Egypt. “This day shall be for you a memorial day, and you shall keep it 
as a feast to the Lord; throughout your generations, as a statute forever, you shall keep it 
as a feast. (Ex. 12:12-14) 

And when your children say to you, ‘What do you mean by this service?’ you shall say, ‘It 
is the sacrifice of the Lord's Passover, for he passed over the houses of the people of 
Israel in Egypt, when he struck the Egyptians but spared our houses.’” And the people 
bowed their heads and worshiped. (Ex. 12:26-27) 

c) Baptism is a sign or symbol, and a seal or guarantee that those who belong to Christ will 
be spared in the judgment yet to come.  

d) The sacrament of baptism is a washing with water in the name of the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit, which is a sign and seal that we are joined to Christ, that we receive the 
benefits of the covenant of grace, and that we are engaged to be the Lord’s. (WSC #94) 

e) Reborn in the cleansing waters of the Holy Spirit. 

Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, 
he cannot enter the kingdom of God. (John 3:5) 

f) Washed in the atoning blood of Jesus Christ  

But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, 
and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. If we say we have no sin, we 
deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and 
just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (1 John 1:7-9) 

g) Carried in the Ark of God (church) through the floods of evil and judgment, to the City of 
God.  

For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might 
bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, in which he 
went and proclaimed to the spirits in prison, because they formerly did not obey, when 
God's patience waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which 
a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through water. Baptism, which 
corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an 
appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, (1 
Peter 3:18-21) 

3. Baptism is both the water of judgment and the water of salvation –  

a) Baptism marks us so we might escape judgment 

b) Baptism reminds us that God’s victory is on our behalf 

c) Baptism symbolizes that the wrath of God has fallen on Jesus Christ instead of His 
people!  
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d) The seal judgment, trumpet judgments and now final bowl judgments first all fell upon 
Jesus Christ for our salvation –  

e) For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God. (2 Cor. 5:21) 

4. Eugene Peterson: Reverse Thunder; pp. 142-143 

The waters of baptism are, first of all, the waters of judgment.  But they are, simultaneously and most 
emphatically, the waters of salvation.  All the biblical experiences with water are gathered into 
Christian meditation on baptism: the watery chaos after which the spirit of God moved, brooding 
creation; the catastrophic waters that cleaned the earth of it degeneracy into continuous evil and 
carried Noah and his family to salvation; the Red Sea waters that sank the Egyptian horses and 
riders and from which Moses marched Israel into freedom; Salomon’s great brass tank (“sea”) of 
water used to purify the priests as they administered the temple worship; the Jordan waters into 
which St. John Baptist dipped crowds of repentant sinners and out of which Jesus rose, proclaimed 
and proclaiming God’s kingdom.  

5. Here is a Life-shattering truth: Every person in this world will be baptized.  Not one person is 
exempted! 

a) either: we are baptized with the mark of Jesus, in the name of the Triune God, to escape 
the wrath to come. 

b) or: we are baptized with the Mark of the Beast in the name of the Satanic Trinity, to 
experience the wrath of God in judgment.  

c) We either have the Bowl of Baptism poured out on us,  

d) or the Bowl of God’s wrath poured out on us. 

e) There are really no other choices.  

6. Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, 
“Brothers, what shall we do?” And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in 
the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. For the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom 
the Lord our God calls to himself.” And with many other words he bore witness and continued to 
exhort them, saying, “Save yourselves from this crooked generation.” (Acts 2:37-40) 

Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, clothed in white robes, and from where 
have they come?” I said to him, “Sir, you know.” And he said to me, “These are the ones coming out 
of the great tribulation. They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
(Rev. 7:13-14) 

C. Why is God doing all this? 

1. Answer: Because He is dismantling the old world to make way for a New Heaven and New Earth.  A 
home for all those who have believed in and been baptized into Jesus Christ. 

2. Did you notice this: God’s Bowl Judgements are meant to depict that God is disassembling the 
creation order He set in place in Genesis 1 to make way for the New World: 
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a) Genesis One: God makes light, earth, waters, plants, heavenly bodies, fish, birds, 
mammals, mankind, rest.  

b) Revelation 16: God destroys earth, sea, waters, sky, human health, demonic powers, 
human civilization … 

c) … to usher in our eternal rest in the New Creation. 

And I heard a voice from heaven saying, “Write this: Blessed are the dead who die in 
the Lord from now on.” “Blessed indeed,” says the Spirit, “that they may rest from 
their labors, for their deeds follow them!” (Rev. 14:13) 

3. Jesus is making a New Home for you and me, but one which requires that we release our grip on this 
world … even now! 

“Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. In my Father's house are 
many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you?  And 
if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I 
am you may be also. (John 14:1-3) 

And the world is passing away along with its desires, but whoever does the will of God abides 
forever. (1 John 2:17) 

4. Romans 1 must be reversed in your life, your home, your church –  

a) Renounce the World’s way of turning evil into a cultural good.  Turn again to the Bible 
for Truth.  

b) Reject the new ideas that make perversion look acceptable.  Accept your gender and your 
person as God made you.  

c) Repent of all you own immoralities, baseness and moral disorder.  Bring your sins to Jesus 
Christ.  

d) Give up your self-made spirituality and easy-believism. Face them for what they are: 
Idolatry and paganism. Be baptized into the Church to learn what is “pure and undefiled 
religion”  

e) Acknowledge God, His revelation and His moral order for everything that exists.  Return 
to God through Jesus Christ and be rescued from the Judgment.  

And this is eternal life, that they know you the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom 
you have sent. (John 17:3) 

5. Time is running out. If you don’t believe that, just turn on the TV, read the Newspaper or go on 
Facebook!  

The great city was split into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell, and God 
remembered Babylon the great, to make her drain the cup of the wine of the fury of his wrath. 
And every island fled away, and no mountains were to be found. (Rev. 16:19-20) 
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