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Revelation 18:1-19:10     June 26, 2016 AM 
God on the Throne     Revelation 
RV1622          
 

“The End of the World”    
 

INTRODUCTION: As we have said before: Revelation has 7 great visions that make up its message and its 
outline. 

1. In Revelation 17-19 we have the sixth vision out of seven:  

a) The End of the World 

b) Rev. 17 = the Fall of Babylon 

c) Rev. 18:1-19:10 = lament over Babylon (End of the World) 

d) Rev. 19:11-21 = The Return of Christ 

e) Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the 
Father is not in him. For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and the desires of the 
eyes and pride of life—is not from the Father but is from the world.  And the world is passing 
away along with its desires, but whoever does the will of God abides forever. (1 John 2:15-
17) 

2. These chapters are indeed prophesy.  And like most prophecies they have a three-fold reference of 
fulfillment 

a) First: A fulfillment in the Prophet’s time or age (historical)  

b) Second: A fulfillment in the life of Christ and the Apostles (Christocentric) 

c) Third: A fulfillment in the future, in the end times (eschatological)  

3. Illustration: Joel’s prophecy of an outpouring of the Spirit 

a) “And it shall come to pass afterward, 
that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh; 
your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
your old men shall dream dreams, 
and your young men shall see visions. 
Even on the male and female servants 
in those days I will pour out my Spirit. 
“And I will show wonders in the heavens and on the earth, blood and fire and columns of 
smoke. The sun shall be turned to darkness, and the moon to blood, before the great and 
awesome day of the Lord comes. And it shall come to pass that everyone who calls on the 
name of the Lord shall be saved. For in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there shall be those who 
escape, as the Lord has said, and among the survivors shall be those whom the Lord calls. 
(Joel 2:28-32) 

b) First fulfillment: The Israelite’s return from Babylon to Jerusalem and the Revival under 
Ezra and Nehemiah (historical)  



 

RV1622 
 

2 

c) Second fulfillment: The Revival of Jesus Christ, in the days of the Apostles, beginning on 
Pentecost in 30 AD (Christocentric)  

But this is what was uttered through the prophet Joel: 
“‘And in the last days it shall be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit on all 
flesh, 
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see 
visions, 
and your old men shall dream dreams; 
even on my male servants and female servants in those days I will pour out my Spirit, 
and they shall prophesy. 
And I will show wonders in the heavens above and signs on the earth below, 
blood, and fire, and vapor of smoke; 
the sun shall be turned to darkness 
and the moon to blood, 
before the day of the Lord comes, the great and magnificent day. 
And it shall come to pass that everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord shall be 
saved.’ (Acts 2:16-21) 

d) Third fulfillment: Peter’s words, “And in the Last Days it shall be, God declares, that I will 
pour out my Spirit on all mankind … before the day of the Lord comes, the great and 
magnificent day …” (Acts 2:17, 20) 

(1) Darrell L. Bock: ECNT; p. 112 

Peter now cites Joel.  He begins by noting, that these are the last days.  Thus the 
eschatological and fulfillment frame of Pentecost is affirmed at the start.  Luke 
sees the start of the decisive eras of fulfillment as happening in these recent events.  
The apostles read such texts as last-day, kingdom texts and saw themselves in the 
last days.  Since the day of the Lord is also alluded to in this citation, what Peter is 
really saying here is that the coming of the Spirit is the beginning of “those days.” 
An era of righteousness will conclude them, and that era comes with the day of the 
Lord.  

(2) Pentecost as the beginning of the “last days”  

(3) Pentecost as the mother of subsequent Christian revivals 

(4) Pentecost foreshadowing one last Great Revival in the end times. 

(5) The eschatological fulfillment.  

4. So … likewise … This prophecy about the Fall of Babylon has three fulfillments:  

a) Historical: The Fall of Rome in 410 A.D., about 300 years after John penned these words. 
Rome is “Babylon” 

b) Bruce Metzger: Breaking the Code; p. 85 

(1) Chapters 17 and 18 are a literary triumph of imaginative power.  More than once 
John had found comfort for himself and his people by proclaiming the fall of 
Rome.  So certain is he that God will judge the persecutors of the church that he 
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now devotes two chapters to an account of the crashing down of the fabulous 
“grandeur that was Rome.” To say directly that God will destroy imperial Rome 
would have been, of course, altogether treasonous in the eyes of the imperial 
authorities.  So, like a prisoner writing in code from a concentration camp, John 
characterizes the power of evil as Babylon.  Just as Babylon represented to the 
Hebrews all that was wicked and symbolized persecution, so for John Rome was 
another Babylon, the source and fountainhead of all seductive luxury and vice, 
living in voluptuous materialism and selfishness.  

(2) She who is at Babylon, who is likewise chosen, sends you greetings, and so does 
Mark, my son. (1 Peter 5:13) 

c) Christological: The Judgment of the world, as is happening now, because the world opposes 
Christ and His Kingdom by persecuting the Church. 

(1) And the world is passing away along with its desires, but whoever does the will of 
God abides forever. (1 John 2:17) 

(2) And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the 
darkness rather than the light because their works were evil. (John 3:19) 

(3) The end of all things is at hand; therefore be self-controlled and sober-minded for 
the sake of your prayers. (1 Peter 4:7) 

d) Eschatological: The end of the world at the second coming of Christ.  

(1) Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers, you have no need to have 
anything written to you. For you yourselves are fully aware that the day of the 
Lord will come like a thief in the night. While people are saying, “There is peace 
and security,” then sudden destruction will come upon them as labor pains come 
upon a pregnant woman, and they will not escape. (1 Thess. 5:1-3) 

(2) knowing this first of all, that scoffers will come in the last days with scoffing, 
following their own sinful desires. They will say, “Where is the promise of his 
coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all things are continuing as they 
were from the beginning of creation.” For they deliberately overlook this fact, that 
the heavens existed long ago, and the earth was formed out of water and through 
water by the word of God, and that by means of these the world that then existed 
was deluged with water and perished. But by the same word the heavens and earth 
that now exist are stored up for fire, being kept until the day of judgment and 
destruction of the ungodly. But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the 
Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. The Lord is 
not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, 
not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance. But the 
day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a 
roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and 
the works that are done on it will be exposed. (2 Peter 3:3-10) 

5. What is portrayed in Revelation 18 is the End of the World 

a) Remember: In John’s coded language Babylon = Rome = The World 
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b) We know that we are from God, and the whole world lies in the power of the evil one. (1 John 
5:19) 

c) Bruce Metzger: Breaking the Code; p. 86 

In chapter 18 John describes the fall of Rome with pathos and realism.  The literature of the 
world contains few passages that compare in dramatic power with this dirge over the fallen 
city.  Like the tolling of a funeral bell, we hear the repeated lamentation: “Alas, alas the great 
city!” 

6. Whenever we talk about “the end of the world” it conjures up in our souls a mixture of feelings –  

a) Fear: To speak of the destruction of our world is, and should be, unsettling to all of us.  It is 
to me!  

(1) This is why Joel spoke of the last day and the end of the world as “the great and 
terrible (awesome) day of the Lord” 

(2) The Lord utters his voice 
before his army, 
for his camp is exceedingly great; 
he who executes his word is powerful. 
For the day of the Lord is great and very awesome; 
who can endure it? 
The sun shall be turned to darkness, and the moon to blood, before the great and 
awesome day of the Lord comes. (Joel 2:11, 31) 

(3) For as the lightning comes from the east and shines as far as the west, so will be 
the coming of the Son of Man. Wherever the corpse is, there the vultures will 
gather. “Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, 
and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will fall from heaven, and the 
powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then will appear in heaven the sign of the 
Son of Man, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the 
Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. And he 
will send out his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect 
from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. (Mt. 24:27-31) 

(4) terrible = awesome = fall of terror = terrifying 

b) Sadness: To speak of the end of the world is a sad thing.  We love this world because it’s the 
only home we know.  It’s the only home I know! America, Ohio, Charlotte? Gone? Forever?  

c) Welcome: It is time to end all wrongs, and to judge all evil, and to put an end to sin! The end 
of the world brings with it great relief.  

He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither 
shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have 
passed away. (Rev. 21:4) 

d) Anticipation: The End of the Old World is the precursor to the New World. Life as God 
always intended it to be.  
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Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had 
passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, 
coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her 
husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place 
of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God 
himself will be with them as their God. (Rev. 21:1-3) 

7. All these emotions – fear, sorrow, relief and joyful hope – accompany any discussion of the “end of the 
world.”  

a) We have permission from God to feel these things, they are expressed in Chapter 18 

b) Michael Wilcock: Revelation: BST; p. 166 

The first angel has confronted John with the mystery of Babylon, and has then made him face 
one aspect after another of the beast and the woman who comprise it.  We may or may not 
reckon to have grasped the meaning of his long discourse, but have we grasped its menace? 
The reader who has not been frightened by it has not begun to understand it.  The angel 
scours the dictionary of metaphor to find synonyms of power to apply to the beast.  Neither 
dare we underestimate the persuasiveness of the woman.  We may react to the glamour of 
17:4 with a shudder – ‘How cheap, how tawdry!’ – because that is what we think is expected 
of us.  But in practice, in daily life, the pearls and the purple and the golden cup have an 
awful fascination.  The world is powerful, its message is attractive, and we know what it is to 
be like the bird held by the glittering eye of the snake.  

8. A fact we must face is this: In spite of Jesus’ repeated pictures of the evil of the world and John’s great 
directive, “Do not love the world or the things of the world,” we do!  

a) We do, all of us, love Babylon … Rome … the World! 

b) How could we not? Fallen people in a fallen world.  

c) Babylon’s fallen seduction is all the world we know! 

d) We are “the bird held (captive) by the glittering eye of the snake” (Michael Wilcock)  

e) So I find it to be a law that when I want to do right, evil lies close at hand. For I delight in the 
law of God, in my inner being, but I see in my members another law waging war against the 
law of my mind and making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. Wretched 
man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death? (Romans 7:21-24) 

f) I find then the principle that evil is present in me, the one who wants to do good. (Romans 
7:21 NASB) 

9. So … this spell that the world has over us must be broken by a Second Angel – one having “great 
authority.”  A second, more commanding voice then even the first Angel of Chapter 17 – “a mighty 
voice”  

After this I saw another angel coming down from heaven, having great authority, and the earth was 
made bright with his glory. And he called out with a mighty voice, “Fallen, fallen is Babylon the 
great! (Rev. 18:1-2a) 

10. Chapter 18: The End of the World 
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a) one more “set of sevens” in the Book of Sevens 

b) Seven Laments over the Fall of Babylon 

c) Seven perspectives on the End of the World 

d) A deliberate pattern: 2 – 3 – 2  

(1) Two voices of judgement on the world 

(2) Three voices of lament over the world 

(3) Two voices of judgment on the world 

I. UNDERSTANDING THE VISION OF THE SEVEN VOICES OF REVELATION 18 

A. The Voice of the Second Angel: Fallen is Babylon (18:1-3) 

1. After this I saw another angel coming down from heaven, having great authority, and the earth was 
made bright with his glory. And he called out with a mighty voice, 
“Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great! 
She has become a dwelling place for demons, 
a haunt for every unclean spirit, 
a haunt for every unclean bird, 
a haunt for every unclean and detestable beast. 
For all nations have drunk 
the wine of the passion of her sexual immorality, 
and the kings of the earth have committed immorality with her, 
and the merchants of the earth have grown rich from the power of her luxurious living.” (Rev. 18:1-
3) 

2. “A Second Angel”: The first angel spoke in ch. 17 

Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and said to me, “Come, I will 
show you the judgment of the great prostitute who is seated on many waters, (Rev 17:1) 

3. “A Third Angel” will join the chorus of voices in 18:21 

Then a mighty angel took up a stone like a great millstone and threw it into the sea, saying, 
“So will Babylon the great city be thrown down with violence, and will be found no more;      
(Rev. 18:21) 

4. This Angel is prophesying: The End of the World will come!  

a) He echoes the message of Isaiah 21:9 

And behold, here come riders, 
horsemen in pairs!” 
And he answered, 
“Fallen, fallen is Babylon; 
and all the carved images of her gods 
he has shattered to the ground.” 
(Isaiah 21:9) 

b) Why does he speak in the past tense about something yet to happen? 



 

RV1622 
 

7 

c) The prophetic past: Something predicted with such certainty that the prophet speaks of it 
as if it had already come to pass.  

d) Robert Mounce: Revelation: NICNT; p. 323 

Babylon has always been symbolic of opposition to the advance of the kingdom of God.  
As it fell in times past, so also will it be destroyed in the future.  The past tense denotes the 
certainty of future fulfillment.  It is the prophetic way of declaring that the great purpose 
of God in triumphing over evil is a fait accompli. 

5. Illustration: If I said to you this morning “When Ohio State had won, again, the NCAA National 
Football Championship in 2017, the whole world rejoiced,” you would laugh in derision.  

a) Because you wouldn’t rejoice 

b) Because you’d say, “How arrogantly presumptuous!” 

c) Unless I was an Angel from God! Then you’d be in awe.  

6. The End of this world is certain for three reasons –  

a) First: God said so, here and in multiple other places in His Scriptures. 

b) Second: Because God’s Holy character will not indefinitely put up with all Babylon’s 
evil.  

And he called out with a mighty voice, 
“Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great! 
She has become a dwelling place for demons, 
a haunt for every unclean spirit, 
a haunt for every unclean bird, 
a haunt for every unclean and detestable beast. 
For all nations have drunk 
the wine of the passion of her sexual immorality, 
and the kings of the earth have committed immorality with her, 
and the merchants of the earth have grown rich from the power of her luxurious 
living.” (Rev. 18:2-3) 

c) Third: Until the world of sin ins destroyed God’s new world of glory cannot appear.  

7. The world is dying. Judgement is coming.  The end of the world draws nigh.  So, another voice tells 
us what to do …  

B. The Voice From Heaven: Came out of Babylon (18:4-8) 

1. Then I heard another voice from heaven saying, 
“Come out of her, my people, 
lest you take part in her sins, 
lest you share in her plagues; 
for her sins are heaped high as heaven, 
and God has remembered her iniquities. 
Pay her back as she herself has paid back others, 
and repay her double for her deeds; 
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mix a double portion for her in the cup she mixed. 
As she glorified herself and lived in luxury, 
so give her a like measure of torment and mourning, 
since in her heart she says, 
‘I sit as a queen, 
I am no widow, 
and mourning I shall never see.’ 
For this reason her plagues will come in a single day, 
death and mourning and famine, 
and she will be burned up with fire; 
for mighty is the Lord God who has judged her.” (Rev. 18:4-8) 

2. The “Voice from Heaven”: God Himself speaking, because He called the Church “my people.” 

3. He says, “Come out of the world and do not become complicit with her evil so that you will not share 
in her judgements. Do not become “guilty by association!”  

4. Of course, God does not mean this literally.  Paul explained this manner of speech in First 
Corinthians 5:9-11. 

a) I wrote to you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral people— not at all 
meaning the sexually immoral of this world, or the greedy and swindlers, or idolaters, 
since then you would need to go out of the world. But now I am writing to you not to 
associate with anyone who bears the name of brother if he is guilty of sexual immorality 
or greed, or is an idolater, reviler, drunkard, or swindler—not even to eat with such a one. 
(1 Cor. 5:9-11) 

b) i.e., do not become worldly (i.e., world-like) but remain a genuinely spiritual people; 
godly people.  

c) Do not adopt the world’s values, vision or ethos. Do not worship the god of this world.  

In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep 
them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of 
God. (2 Cor. 4:4) 

d) Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go 
away, the Helper will not come to you. But if I go, I will send him to you. And when he 
comes, he will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment: 
concerning sin, because they do not believe in me; concerning righteousness, because I go 
to the Father, and you will see me no longer; concerning judgment, because the ruler of 
this world is judged. (John 16:7-11) 

5. We can (should) enjoy the gifts of common grace found in this world:  

a) Family, love, sex in marriage, food, drink, homes, clothing, cars, education, jobs and 
careers, sports, music, cinema, friends, politics, art and entertainment, hunting, fishing, 
travel, etc.  

b) We just can’t turn these things into gods, idols, the center of our lives or our fundamental 
identity!  
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c) Be in the world but not of the world – so true!  

You adulterous people! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with 
God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of 
God. Or do you suppose it is to no purpose that the Scripture says, “He yearns 
jealously over the spirit that he has made to dwell in us”? (James 4:4-5) 

See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and empty deceit, according to 
human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the world, and not according to 
Christ. (Col. 2:8) 

6. Many of these things we often love too much are coming to an end. 

C. Third Voice: Alas, alas, the Great City! (18:9-10) 

1. And the kings of the earth, who committed sexual immorality and lived in luxury with her, will weep 
and wail over her when they see the smoke of her burning. They will stand far off, in fear of her 
torment, and say, 
“Alas! Alas! You great city, 
 you mighty city, Babylon! 
For in a single hour your judgment has come.”        (Rev. 18:9-10) 

2. This third voice is that of the Kings of the earth; they loved Babylon (World) and joined in her 
immorality!  

a) Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and said to me, “Come, I will 
show you the judgment of the great prostitute who is seated on many waters, with whom 
the kings of the earth have committed sexual immorality, and with the wine of whose 
sexual immorality the dwellers on earth have become drunk. (Rev. 17:1-2) 

b) And the kings of the earth, who committed sexual immorality and lived in luxury with her, 
will weep and wail over her when they see the smoke of her burning. (Rev. 18:9) 

3. The rulers of the world lament to fall of Babylon because with the end of the world their mistress is 
dead!  

4. They are shocked that “the great city” fell crumbled to nothing under the Hand of Christ.  

5. Their sorrow? Their god is dead; their religion is ruined!  

6. All they truly loved and gave themselves to is gone! How sad.  

7. Notice in this chapter the repeated words weep and wail … weep and mourn … weeping and 
mourning aloud … cried out … wept and mourned … What we have here is a funeral: The Whore is 
dead, and her consorts and customers are crushed with a sense of loss!  

8. And their wailing is mingled with the mourning of the merchants of the earth.  

D. The Fourth Voice: Alas, Alas, for the Great City (18:11-17a) 

1. And the merchants of the earth weep and mourn for her, since no one buys their cargo anymore, 
cargo of gold, silver, jewels, pearls, fine linen, purple cloth, silk, scarlet cloth, all kinds of scented 
wood, all kinds of articles of ivory, all kinds of articles of costly wood, bronze, iron and marble, 
cinnamon, spice, incense, myrrh, frankincense, wine, oil, fine flour, wheat, cattle and sheep, horses 
and chariots, and slaves, that is, human souls. 
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“The fruit for which your soul longed 
has gone from you, 
and all your delicacies and your splendors 
are lost to you, 
never to be found again!” 

The merchants of these wares, who gained wealth from her, will stand far off, in fear of her torment, 
weeping and mourning aloud, 

“Alas, alas, for the great city 
that was clothed in fine linen, 
in purple and scarlet, 
adorned with gold, 
with jewels, and with pearls! 
For in a single hour all this wealth has been laid waste.” (Rev. 18:11-17a)  

2. The merchants of the earth also lament the death of the Whore, but for different reasons.  

a) They do not miss her lustful immoralities 

b) They sense a great loss in her material possessions 

c) The very things they bought and sold.  They’re “out of work” now.  

3. These worldly riches are catalogued: 

a) cargo of gold, silver, jewels, pearls, fine linen, purple cloth, silk, scarlet cloth, all kinds of 
scented wood, all kinds of articles of ivory, all kinds of articles of costly wood, bronze, 
iron and marble, cinnamon, spice, incense, myrrh, frankincense, wine, oil, fine flour, 
wheat, cattle and sheep, horses and chariots, and slaves, that is, human souls. (Rev. 
18:12-13) 

b) all sorts of “things” – but notice the last “commodity” 

c) human souls = human lives = slaves!  

d) Bruce Metzger: Breaking the Code; p. 86 

By mentioning slaves at the end of the list of commodities, John intends a climax: the 
essential inhumanity of Rome’s exploitation of the empire clearly reveals itself by the 
constant flow of slaves from the provinces to the city of Rome.  By John’s time slaves 
made up almost half the population of the city. The last three words of the list (“and 
human lives”) refer to something even more sinister than the regular slave trade.  For, 
along with the slaves who were the manual and clerical workers in the houses of the great, 
there were others whose fate was to fight for their lives and to die for the entertainment of 
the Roman crowds in the amphitheaters built for that purpose by the Caesars. These 
victims too were among the delicious fruits to which Roman taste had become accustomed 
(18:14). 

e) human lives – bought and sold:  

(1) Slaves: commercial, domestic, sex-slaves (human trafficking) 
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(2) Gladiators: women in porn, NFL player with CTE (chronic traumatic 
encephalopathy) and MMA fighters 

(3) Human souls: abortion, infanticide, racial prejudice and euthanasia of the old, 
impaired, chronically ill. 

(4) American slavery, Nazi Holocaust, Muslim Jihad. 

(5) human life treated as a disposable commodity to give pleasure and then be 
discarded when it become “useless,” inconvenient or too expensive to 
maintain!  

f) “Alas, alas, for the great city 
that was clothed in fine linen, 
in purple and scarlet, 
adorned with gold, 
with jewels, and with pearls! 
For in a single hour all this wealth has been laid waste.” (Rev. 18:16-17a)  

4. For those who viewed life simply as “a business deal” the end of their life now confronts them.  And 
its horrifying!  

E. The Fifth Voice: What City was like the Great City (18:17b-20) 

1. And all shipmasters and seafaring men, sailors and all whose trade is on the sea, stood far off and 
cried out as they saw the smoke of her burning, 
“What city was like the great city?” 
And they threw dust on their heads as they wept and mourned, crying out, 
“Alas, alas, for the great city 
where all who had ships at sea  
grew rich by her wealth! 
For in a single hour she has been laid waste. 
Rejoice over her, O heaven, 
and you saints and apostles and prophets, 
for God has given judgment for you against her!” (Rev. 18:17b-20) 

2. The shipmasters and seafaring men: Sea Captains and Sailors! 

a) notice the triangle of commerce represented here –  

b) Kings of the earth: those who bought the world’s goods. 

c) Merchants: those who manufactured and sold these goods.  

d) Shipmasters and seafaring men: those who shipped such goods and from merchant to king! 

3. The whole system of greed, corruption, abuse of people and the worship of Wealth is laid to waste. 

4. These Shipmasters and Sailors are the first to see the truth among the people of the world: 

a) They mourn over Babylon’s fall as if at a funeral.  

Rejoice over her, O heaven, and you saints and apostles and prophets, for God has given 
judgment for you against her! (Rev. 18:19) 
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b) Eugene Peterson: Reversed Thunder; p. 148 

In the great lament of Revelation 17 over the Great Whore’s demise, the longest and most 
detailed lament is from the merchants and sea traders (Rev. 17:11-19): in Whore-worship 
they got everything they wanted, their lives overflowed with things, and now it is gone, 
wasted, up in smoke.  They are bereft of everything they were promised and invested in 
and enjoyed.  It is not their businesses that have collapsed, but their religion, and a 
religion of self indulgence, of getting.  Now it is gone: salvation-by-checkbook is gone, 
god-on-demand is gone, meaning-by-money is gone, religion-as-feeling is gone, self-as-
(temporary)-god is gone.  They are left with nothing but themselves, of whom after a 
lifetime in the whorehouse, they know nothing.  

c) No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will 
be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money. (Matt. 
6:24) 

d) Mammon has been killed by Jesus!!! 

5. See this! Here is the death of American Capitalism, where everything must give way to the possessing 
of goods and services –  

a) The Religion of Health and Wealth, Success, the “American Dream” 

b) Politics of Money: Ruling so as to guarantee wealth over welfare 

c) Education focused only on getting a job and getting ahead 

d) Theology: Everything and everyone – even God – has a price!  

6. Until Jesus shows up and says, “Not so! Can’t be! Won’t be!”   

F. The Sixth Voice: So will Babylon the Great be thrown down! (18:21-24) 

1. Then a mighty angel took up a stone like a great millstone and threw it into the sea, saying, 
“So will Babylon the great city be thrown down with violence, and will be found no more; 
and the sound of harpists and musicians, of flute players and trumpeters, 
will be heard in you no more, 
and a craftsman of any craft 
will be found in you no more, 
and the sound of the mill 
will be heard in you no more, 
and the light of a lamp 
will shine in you no more, 
and the voice of bridegroom and bride 
will be heard in you no more, 
for your merchants were the great ones of the earth, 
and all nations were deceived by your sorcery. 
And in her was found the blood of prophets and of saints, and of all who have been slain on earth.” 
(Rev. 18:21-24) 

2. Here speaks the third angel – a “mighty angel” with a huge millstone … 
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a) Then a mighty angel took up a stone like a great millstone and threw it into the sea, 
saying, 
“So will Babylon the great city be thrown down with violence, 
and will be found no more; (Rev. 18:21) 

b) an enhanced picture taken from Jeremiah about the fall of Babylon –  

Jeremiah wrote in a book all the disaster that should come upon Babylon, all these words 
that are written concerning Babylon. And Jeremiah said to Seraiah: “When you come to 
Babylon, see that you read all these words, and say, ‘O Lord, you have said concerning 
this place that you will cut it off, so that nothing shall dwell in it, neither man nor beast, 
and it shall be desolate forever.’ When you finish reading this book, tie a stone to it and 
cast it into the midst of the Euphrates, and say, ‘Thus shall Babylon sink, to rise no more, 
because of the disaster that I am bringing upon her, and they shall become exhausted.’” 

Thus far are the words of Jeremiah.     (Jer. 50:60-64) 

c) a total destruction of human society as we know it.  

3. Five facets of life are to be “found no more” at the end of the world.  

a) So will Babylon the great city be thrown down with violence, and will be found no more; 
(Rev. 18:21b) 

b) The end of the world’s music: “and the sound of harpists and musicians, or flute players 
and trumpeters will be heard no more…” 

c) The end of the world’s arts and crafts: “… and a craftsman of any craft will be found no 
more” 

d) The end of the world’s economy: “… and the sound of the mill will be heard no more 
…” (food and work, etc.) 

e) The end of the world’s homes and families: “… and the light of the lamp will shine no 
more …” (domestic lamps) 

f) Finally, the end of the human race: “… and the voice of bridegroom and bride will be 
heard no more …” (No marriage, no children, no more humanity.) 

4. Why? In a Roman Court of Law, the list of crimes was always read aloud as the sentence was carried 
out.  Three Summary Crimes –  

a) … for your merchants were the great ones of the earth … (Economic Tyranny) 

b) … and all nations were deceived by your sorcery … (False Religion) 

c) … and in her (Babylon) was found the blood of prophets and saints, and of all who have 
been slain on the earth. (Bloodshed: persecution, murder and war)  

5. Case closed.  Guilty verdict.  Sentence pronounced.  Execution compete – “Fallen, fallen is Babylon 
the Great!”  

G. The Seventh Voice: Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong to Our God! (19:1-8) 

1. This is the voice of the Church Triumphant: The entire church, OT and NT, raptured and 
resurrected, and assembled in heaven.  
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After this I heard what seemed to be the loud voice of a great multitude in heaven, crying out, 

“Hallelujah! 
Salvation and glory and power belong to our God, (Rev. 19:1) 

2. Their voice is the only voice of victory, joy and celebration! 

3. They celebrate the Final and Complete Victory of Christ over the world and all its inhabitants –  

a) Salvation is now total and complete in the judgment of the great prostitute (the world)  

After this I heard what seemed to be the loud voice of a great multitude in heaven, 
crying out, 
“Hallelujah! 
Salvation and glory and power belong to our God, 
for his judgments are true and just; 
for he has judged the great prostitute 
who corrupted the earth with her immorality, 
and has avenged on her the blood of his servants.” (Rev. 19:1-2) 

b) The Ruin of the world is complete; Babylon is crushed to ashes, never to rise again … 
forever!  

Once more they cried out, 
“Hallelujah! 
The smoke from her goes up forever and ever.” (Rev. 19:3) 

c) The Church is finally glorified, in sinless beauty, and united to Jesus as a bride is to her 
groom, on her wedding day …  

Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the roar of many 
waters and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, crying out, 
“Hallelujah! 
For the Lord our God 
the Almighty reigns. 
Let us rejoice and exult 
and give him the glory, 
for the marriage of the Lamb has come, 
and his Bride has made herself ready; 
it was granted her to clothe herself 
with fine linen, bright and pure”— 
for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints. (Rev. 19:6-8)  

4. The Cross has done its work … redemption in full measure.  

The Gospel has finished its mission … the salvation of all God’s people (elect).  

The World has run its course … from bad, to worse, to ruined.  

while evil people and impostors will go on from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived. 
(2 Tim. 3:13) 

The Judgements of God are complete … Babylon has fallen forever.  
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The Wrath of the Lamb is finished … all that is evil is gone! Forever! 

Once more they cried out, 
“Hallelujah! 
The smoke from her goes up forever and ever.” (Rev. 19:3) 

5. Throughout eternity, on the far horizon of the New World, there will be seen a huge pillar of black 
smoke – Babylon in hell! To remind us of … 

a) God’s invincible holiness, 

b) Everything from which Christ redeemed us, 

c) And all the evil the Holy Spirit overcome! 

6. Every day of forever every Christian will be reminded of the praise and love and adoration he (she) 
owes to Jesus Christ for rescuing them from the burning Babylon!  

7. Except by the grace of God, there go I! 

He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his 
beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. (Col. 1:13-14) 

II. APPLYING THE VISION OF THE SEVEN VOICES OF REVELATION 18 

1. We need not try to come up with application, for this third mighty Angel tells us what to do in response 
to the vision of the end of the world … 

And the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of 
the Lamb.” And he said to me, “These are the true words of God.” Then I fell down at his feet to 
worship him, but he said to me, “You must not do that! I am a fellow servant with you and your 
brothers who hold to the testimony of Jesus. Worship God.” For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of 
prophecy. (Rev. 19:9-10) 

2. First: John was to write down what he had seen –  

a) the 10th time in this Book John is commanded by heaven to “write this.” 

b) God wants the world to have a permanent record of the prophecy about the end of the world 

c) “… For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy” (19:10) 

d) No one can ever say, “We didn’t know! We were never told! No one ever warned us!”  

e) Donald Guthrie: The Relevance of John’s Apocalypse; pp. 114-115 

Twentieth century Christianity has seen a marked movement away from the biblical theme of 
final judgment.  It is considered by many to be an alien concept in view of the love of God.  
Resulting from this tendency there is also an inadequate idea of righteousness.  Without some 
notion of judgment morality tends to fail.  Yet even those who deny to God any right to act in 
judgment would be the first to protest if a human judge dealt too leniently with a public 
scandal.  The fact is that in any ordered society sanctions must be imposed on those who flout 
the regulations. Judgment cannot be dispensed with. Certainly the most cursory reading of 
Revelation will demonstrate its importance within the book.  Yet first impressions may 
mislead, for judgment is not the major theme.  It is subsidiary to the theme of God’s control of 
history and the assurance of his ultimate triumph.  
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f) This is what the Angel wants us to write down, study, learn and remember: In the end God 
will triumph. 

g) The end of the Book is already written: Jesus wins it all! In fact, it wasn’t even close! 

3. Second: In these last days of judgment there remains open to us all a great blessing – “Salvation in 
Christ” 

a) “Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.”  

b) A “Beatitude” – one of Seven Beatitudes (Blessings) in Revelation. This is #4.  

(1) Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are 
those who hear, and who keep what is written in it, for the time is near. (Rev. 1:3) 

(2) And I heard a voice from heaven saying, “Write this: Blessed are the dead who die 
in the Lord from now on.” “Blessed indeed,” says the Spirit, “that they may rest 
from their labors, for their deeds follow them!” (Rev. 14:13) 

(3)  (“Behold, I am coming like a thief! Blessed is the one who stays awake, keeping 
his garments on, that he may not go about naked and be seen exposed!”) (Rev. 
16:15) 

(4) And the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the 
marriage supper of the Lamb.” And he said to me, “These are the true words of 
God.” (Rev. 19:9) 

c) Three more Beatitudes are to come in chapters 20-22. 

d) Here is an invitation to come to Christ, be saved, and join the celebration in heaven. 

e) In OT Israel “the friend of the Bridegroom” went before the Bridal Procession and called out 
“Here comes the Bridegroom and his Bride” 

f) John the Baptist was Jesus’ “Best Man”  

The one who has the bride is the bridegroom. The friend of the bridegroom, who 
stands and hears him, rejoices greatly at the bridegroom's voice. Therefore this joy of 
mine is now complete. (John 3:29) 

g) So am I.  And I am telling you today: God loves you and wants you to be part of His Bride, 
the church.  He sent His Son to guide you out of Babylon and through God’s judgments, and 
to bring you home to God’s house in the City of God.  Believe in Jesus Christ.  Give yourself 
to Him.  Marry Him.  And you will be blessed to be at the wedding feast of the Lamb.  

h) Please: do not reject this invitation. The time is short.  

But he said to him, “A man once gave a great banquet and invited many. And at the 
time for the banquet he sent his servant to say to those who had been invited, ‘Come, 
for everything is now ready.’ But they all alike began to make excuses. The first said to 
him, ‘I have bought a field, and I must go out and see it. Please have me excused.’ And 
another said, ‘I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to examine them. Please have 
me excused.’ And another said, ‘I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot 
come.’ So the servant came and reported these things to his master. Then the master of 
the house became angry and said to his servant, ‘Go out quickly to the streets and 
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lanes of the city, and bring in the poor and crippled and blind and lame.’ And the 
servant said, ‘Sir, what you commanded has been done, and still there is room.’ And 
the master said to the servant, ‘Go out to the highways and hedges and compel people 
to come in, that my house may be filled. For I tell you, none of those men who were 
invited shall taste my banquet.’” (Luke 14:16-24) 

i) The invitation has been sent you today.  Do not delay!  

4. Third: This world must be destroyed to make way for a New World. 

a) Illustration: Before I came to Christ Covenant I was at a Buckeye game in Columbus, by 
myself. After the game …  

(1) Bought a Gatto’s Pizza, a block from my boyhood home 

(2) Crestview Elementary School, next to my k-5 classroom 

(3) Sat there, early fall, familiar sights and sounds, favorite pizza … 

(4) And I cried.  I did not want this world to go away.  It is the only home I have ever 
known.  I love it!  

b) But then God spoke to me, from his Word: “This is not your home.  The world of your 
boyhood is gone.  This world is passing away, in ruins.  And you no longer fit in this world.” 

c) Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the 
new has come. (2 Cor. 5:17) 

d) Then I realized: When Columbus, Ohio and America go up in flames and screams of agony, I 
will weep, but only for a moment.  Then I will see my new home – The City of God. 

e) Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed 
away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of 
heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice 
from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with 
them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God. He will 
wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be 
mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.” (Rev. 
21:1-4) 

f) And I will rejoice, saying, “Hallelujah, Lord God! For this is what I always wanted my home 
to be … with you!” 


