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The Return of the King 
 

INTRODUCTION: Back in 2003 Hollywood released the third and final installment of the Lord of the Rings 
trilogy.  

1. They titled the film “The Return of the King” 

a) Not the original title assigned by J.R.R. Tolkien. 

b) In Tolkien’s original books the Lord of the Rings actually includes 6 Books –  

(1) The Ring Sets Out 

(2) The Ring Goes South 

(3) The Treason of Isengard 

(4) The Ring Goes East 

(5) The War of the Ring 

(6) The End of the Third Age 

(7) Appendices 

c) Two Books per volume (with Appendices at the end of Vol. 3) 

2. J. R. R. Tolkien wrote his fictional stories about “Middle Earth” with a Biblical framework in mind – 
especially the backdrop of The Book of Revelation.  

a) “middle earth” symbolizes the place of men and creatures caught between Heaven and Hell 

b) The king (Aragorn) is, of course, Jesus Christ. 

c) Hobbits (of middle earth) join with Elves, dwarfs and human beings to recapture the world 
from the power of evil.  

d) There is a Trinity of Evil behind the darkness of this evil 

(1) Sauron the Necromancer (Malron: “Admiral”)  

(2) Saruman: A fallen White Wizard 

(3) Azog: leader (king) of the Orcs 

e) In the Tolkien classic (these three make up the triangle of evil in the middle earth. 

(1) Sauron the Necromancer (Satan = The Dragon)  

(2) Saruman the White (False Prophet) 

(3) Azog the Orc (Military Power: The Beast)  

f) The Nazgul = Ringwraiths = Dark Riders = The Nine (Four Horsemen of Rev. 6)  

g) The orcs = four of five species of monsters (demonic spirits)  
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3. Tolkien’s imagery borrows heavily from the Bible, and especially, the Book of Revelation. 

a) You and I are living in the Third Age: The Last Days 

(1) First Age: The World prior to the Fall 

(2) Second Age: The OT age 

(3) Third Age: The NT Age; the “Last Days” 

b) We inhabit middle earth: the realm between God and Heaven and Lucifer and The Abyss.  
The stage of the war between good and evil.  

c) We are tempted by, persecuted by and martyred by the Triangle of Darkness (Satanic Trinity), 
and our world is full of unseen dark riders (the Four Horsemen) and many demonic spirits.  

d) We are awaiting The Return of the King, Jesus, and His final and complete victory! 

(1) Then the seventh angel blew his trumpet, and there were loud voices in heaven, 
saying, “The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his 
Christ, and he shall reign forever and ever.” (Rev. 11:15) 

(2) The Kingdom of God victorious 

(3) The Fall of Babylon the Great 

(4) The Judgment of the Dragon, the Beast, the Prophets, all fallen angels, and those 
who wore the Mark of the Beast.  

4. Because Tolkien was following the historical flow of sacred history and the imagery of the Revelation of 
John, he titled his last two books 

a) The War of the Rings 

b) The End of the Third Age 

5. Why? Because Revelation 19:11-20:15 depicts these three realities 

a) The Return of King Jesus (19:11-16) 

b) The Final Battle (19:17-21) 

c) The Defeat of Satan, the Dark Lord (20:1-10) 

d) The Great White Throne Judgment (20:11-15) – and thus the end of the Third Age! 

6. Revelation 19:11 opens the Seventh and final grand vision in this Book of Seven Visions 

a) The Church in Heaven (Rev. 19:11-22:21) 

b) i.e., the Return, Victory and Judgment of Christ 

c) The beginning of the Fourth Age – Eternity. 

d) The Creation of the New Heaven and Earth. 

7. Martin Luther’s magnificent hymn (my favorite hymn I want sung at my funeral) depicts this 
panoramic view of history: A Mighty Fortress 

a) The Reality of the Dark Lord and his warfare with God (Cosmic Conflict) 

A mighty fortress is our God, 
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a bulwark never failing; 
our helper he amid the flood 
of mortal ills prevailing. 
For still our ancient foe 
doth seek to work us woe; 
his craft and pow'r are great; 
and armed with cruel hate, 
on earth is not his equal. 

b) The appearances of God’s Champion – the King – Jesus Christ 

Did we in our own strength confide, 
our striving would be losing; 
were not the right Man on our side, 
the man of God's own choosing. 
Dost ask who that may be? 
Christ Jesus, it is he, 
Lord Sabaoth his name, 
from age to age the same, 
and he must win the battle. 

c) The demonic spirits in our world and their immanent defeat 

And though this world, with devils filled, 
should threaten to undo us, 
we will not fear, for God hath willed 
his truth to triumph through us. 
The prince of darkness grim, 
we tremble not for him; 
his rage we can endure, 
for lo! his doom is sure; 
one little word shall fell him. 

d) Our witness, our martyrdom, and the triumph of the kingdom of God 

That Word above all earthly pow'rs, 
no thanks to them, abideth; 
the Spirit and the gifts are ours 
through him who with us sideth. 
Let goods and kindred go, 
This mortal life also; 
The body they may kill: 
God's truth abideth still; 
his kingdom is forever. 

 

8. In Revelation 19:11 ff. the Hero of it All appears, and all is well –  

a) He appears, like a fairy tale hero, on a huge white stallion, to rescue his Bride – that “damsel 
in distress” – The Church!  
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b) Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! The one sitting on it is called Faithful 
and True, and in righteousness he judges and makes war. His eyes are like a flame of fire, and 
on his head are many diadems, and he has a name written that no one knows but himself. He 
is clothed in a robe dipped in blood, and the name by which he is called is The Word of God. 
And the armies of heaven, arrayed in fine linen, white and pure, were following him on white 
horses. From his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations, and he 
will rule them with a rod of iron. He will tread the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God 
the Almighty. On his robe and on his thigh he has a name written, King of kings and Lord of 
lords. (Rev. 19:11-16) 

c) C. S. Lewis: the fairy tale that is true! 

d) … and they lived happily ever after!  

9. Here is the Vision of Christ’s Second Coming … 

10. Billy Graham: Storm Warning; p. 213 

Now God is about to make His final move.  The pages of Scripture come alive – quickening the soul – 
when the identity of the rider of this white horse is revealed.  It is none other than the Lord Jesus Christ, 
Israel’s Messiah, Head of the church, King of kings, Lord of lords, Savior of the soul, Master of the 
redeemed, and Prince of Peace. When will the Man on the white horse appear? The Word of God clearly 
teaches that He will come when the human race has sunk to its lowest and most perilous point in all 
history – the time when the four horses riding on the storms of Apocalypse have run their course and 
driven mankind to the very edge of the precipice.  

I. UNDERSTANDING THE VISION OF THE SECOND COMING (Rev. 19:11-20:15) 

A. The Vision of Christ’s Return (19:11-21) 

1. Note: In this seventh and last Great Vision there are included seven “scenes.” 

a) Smaller visions  

b) each beginning with “Then I saw” 

2. The first of these 7 scenes is the Rider on the White Horse.  

Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! The one sitting on it is called Faithful 
and True, and in righteousness he judges and makes war. His eyes are like a flame of fire, and 
on his head are many diadems, and he has a name written that no one knows but himself. He 
is clothed in a robe dipped in blood, and the name by which he is called is The Word of God. 
And the armies of heaven, arrayed in fine linen, white and pure, were following him on white 
horses. From his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations, and he 
will rule them with a rod of iron. He will tread the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God 
the Almighty. On his robe and on his thigh he has a name written, King of kings and Lord of 
lords. (Rev. 19:11-16) 

3. The description of Him is breathtaking: 

a) A gloried Christ on a white stead (“… behold, a white horse”) 

b) The Rider is called “Faithful and True” 

c) His eyes are like a flame of fire – righteous wrath and purity. 
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d) He is crowned with many diadems 

e) On him (his head or Breastplate?) He wears a name that no one knows but Himself.  

f) His Robe is stained with blood 

(1) So the angel swung his sickle across the earth and gathered the grape harvest 
of the earth and threw it into the great winepress of the wrath of God. And the 
winepress was trodden outside the city, and blood flowed from the winepress, 
as high as a horse's bridle, for 1,600 stadia. (Rev. 14:19-20) 

(2) Who is this who comes from Edom, in crimsoned garments from Bozrah, he 
who is splendid in his apparel, 
marching in the greatness of his strength? 
“It is I, speaking in righteousness, 
mighty to save.” 
Why is your apparel red, 
and your garments like his who treads in the winepress? 
“I have trodden the winepress alone, and from the peoples no one was with 
me; 
I trod them in my anger 
and trampled them in my wrath; 
their lifeblood spattered on my garments, 
and stained all my apparel. 
For the day of vengeance was in my heart, and my year of redemption had 
come. 
I looked, but there was no one to help; I was appalled, but there was no one to 
uphold; 
so my own arm brought me salvation, 
and my wrath upheld me. 
I trampled down the peoples in my anger; 
I made them drunk in my wrath, 
and I poured out their lifeblood on the earth.” (Isa. 63:1-6) 

(3) The Man from Bozrah 

(4) Julia Ward Howe’s powerful poetry drown directly from these verses.  

Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord, He is trampling out 
the vintage where the grapes of wrath are stored; He hath loosed the fateful 
lightning of His terrible swift sword – His truth is marching on.  

(5) He will tread the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God the Almighty. (Rev. 
19:15b) 

g) The Name (no one knows) is revealed to John The Word of God 

(1) The Eternal Logos 

(2) In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God … And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his 
glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth … No 
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one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father's side, he has made 
him known. (John 1:1, 14,18) 

(3) God’s perfect and final Revelation of Himself: “He who has seen me, has seen 
the Father.”  

h) On his robe and on his thigh (sword): King of Kings and Lord of Lords.  

4. With King Jesus is a massive army  

a) And the armies of heaven, arrayed in fine linen, white and pure, were following him on 
white horses. (Rev. 19:14) 

b) The “Host of Heaven” 

c) Michael The Archangel and all the Angels of Heaven – in Battle array. 

d) The Saints in Heaven: The Church Victorious 

5. When Jesus speaks the world is slain! 

a) From his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations, and he will 
rule them with a rod of iron. (Rev. 19:15a) 

b) His command for the saints to “Rise up!” (Resurrection) 

“Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the 
moon will not give its light, and the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of the 
heavens will be shaken. Then will appear in heaven the sign of the Son of Man, and 
then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on 
the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. And he will send out his angels with 
a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of 
heaven to the other. (Mt. 24:29-31) 

c) His Word of Judgment against the world, just as He warned us –  

If anyone hears my words and does not keep them, I do not judge him; for I did not 
come to judge the world but to save the world. The one who rejects me and does not 
receive my words has a judge; the word that I have spoken will judge him on the last 
day. For I have not spoken on my own authority, but the Father who sent me has 
himself given me a commandment—what to say and what to speak.  And I know that 
his commandment is eternal life. What I say, therefore, I say as the Father has told 
me.” (John 12:47-50) 

d) His final command to Michael: “Destroy the rest … all of them!”  

The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will gather out of his kingdom all 
causes of sin and all law-breakers, and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place 
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun 
in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him hear. (Matt. 13:41-43) 

e) For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of 
an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise 
first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the 
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clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord.  Therefore 
encourage one another with these words. (1 Thess. 4:16-18) 

f) The separation of the wheat from the chaff! The sheep from the goats!  

6. This Rider on the White horse comes suddenly, swiftly and with a stunning force the world has never 
experienced before!  

a) “But concerning that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the 
Son, but the Father only. For as were the days of Noah, so will be the coming of the Son of 
Man. For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and 
giving in marriage, until the day when Noah entered the ark, and they were unaware until 
the flood came and swept them all away, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. Then 
two men will be in the field; one will be taken and one left. Two women will be grinding at 
the mill; one will be taken and one left. Therefore, stay awake, for you do not know on 
what day your Lord is coming. But know this, that if the master of the house had known in 
what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not 
have let his house be broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is 
coming at an hour you do not expect. (Mt. 24:36-44) 

b) For as the lightning comes from the east and shines as far as the west, so will be the 
coming of the Son of Man. Wherever the corpse is, there the vultures will gather. (Mt. 
24:27-28) 

7. This picture of the glorified Christ comes between two starkly contrasting visions –  

a) First: The Marriage Feast of the Lamb 

(1) Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the roar of 
many waters and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, crying out, 
“Hallelujah! 
For the Lord our God 
the Almighty reigns. 
Let us rejoice and exult 
and give him the glory, 
for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and his Bride has made herself ready; 
it was granted her to clothe herself with fine linen, bright and pure”— 
for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints. And the angel said to me, 
“Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the 
Lamb.” And he said to me, “These are the true words of God.” (Rev. 19:6-9) 

(2) First: Jesus Christ secures His Bride, the Church, in safety in heaven. All the 
elect are gathered in before the final battle.  

(3) These saints in glory put on white robes, for both a wedding service and a 
victory celebration, 

(4) Then they mount up on billions of white horses and follow their Champion-
King-Husband to His great victory and coronation!  

b) Second: The Final Destruction of All that is Evil. 
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(1) Then I saw an angel standing in the sun, and with a loud voice he called to all 
the birds that fly directly overhead, “Come, gather for the great supper of God, 
(Rev. 19:17) 

(2) Note the parody: “The marriage supper of the Lamb” vs. “The great supper of 
God” 

(3) In the first, the Saints eat the Body and Blood of Jesus (Lord’s Supper). 

(4) At the second the birds of prey eat the body and blood of slain mankind!  

B. The Vision of the Final Battle (19:17-21) 

1. Then I saw an angel standing in the sun, and with a loud voice he called to all the birds that fly 
directly overhead, “Come, gather for the great supper of God, to eat the flesh of kings, the flesh of 
captains, the flesh of mighty men, the flesh of horses and their riders, and the flesh of all men, both 
free and slave, both small and great.” And I saw the beast and the kings of the earth with their armies 
gathered to make war against him who was sitting on the horse and against his army. And the beast 
was captured, and with it the false prophet who in its presence had done the signs by which he 
deceived those who had received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped its image. These two 
were thrown alive into the lake of fire that burns with sulfur. And the rest were slain by the sword that 
came from the mouth of him who was sitting on the horse, and all the birds were gorged with their 
flesh. (Rev. 19:17-21) 

2. Note: This is the second of three description of Christ’s final victory over Satan, evil and sinful 
mankind.  

3. The First Battle scene was in Rev. 16:12-16 

The sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great river Euphrates, and its water was dried up, 
to prepare the way for the kings from the east. And I saw, coming out of the mouth of the 
dragon and out of the mouth of the beast and out of the mouth of the false prophet, three 
unclean spirits like frogs. For they are demonic spirits, performing signs, who go abroad to 
the kings of the whole world, to assemble them for battle on the great day of God the 
Almighty. (“Behold, I am coming like a thief! Blessed is the one who stays awake, keeping his 
garments on, that he may not go about naked and be seen exposed!”) And they assembled 
them at the place that in Hebrew is called Armageddon. (Rev. 16:12-16) 

4. The Second Battle scene is found in these verses (Rev. 19:17-21) 

And I saw the beast and the kings of the earth with their armies gathered to make war against 
him who was sitting on the horse and against his army. And the beast was captured, and with 
it the false prophet who in its presence had done the signs by which he deceived those who 
had received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped its image. These two were 
thrown alive into the lake of fire that burns with sulfur. And the rest were slain by the sword 
that came from the mouth of him who was sitting on the horse, and all the birds were gorged 
with their flesh. (Rev. 19:19-21) 

5. The Third Battle scene will be found in chapter 20:7-10 

6. This is confusing to people because it looks like there is a “gap” (interlude) between these two battles.  
Not so.  
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7. This Cosmic Battle goes on throughout the Book of Revelation because it has gone on for most of 
human history. 

a) Beginning in Genesis 3 

Now war arose in heaven, Michael and his angels fighting against the dragon. And the 
dragon and his angels fought back, but he was defeated, and there was no longer any 
place for them in heaven. And the great dragon was thrown down, that ancient 
serpent, who is called the devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world—he was 
thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him. (Rev. 12:7-9) 

b) It is the great warfare Paul writes about … 

For though we walk in the flesh, we are not waging war according to the flesh. For the 
weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but have divine power to destroy 
strongholds. We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the 
knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to obey Christ, being ready to 
punish every disobedience, when your obedience is complete. (2 Cor. 10:3-6) 

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. Put on the whole armor 
of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil. For we do not 
wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against 
the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the 
heavenly places. (Eph. 6:10-12) 

c) It appears again, in its global and cosmic dimensions in Revelation 12, 16, 19, and 20.  

8. The Emphasis in Rev. 19:17-21 is the grotesque supper!  

a) Then I saw an angel standing in the sun, and with a loud voice he called to all the birds 
that fly directly overhead, “Come, gather for the great supper of God,  to eat the flesh of 
kings, the flesh of captains, the flesh of mighty men, the flesh of horses and their riders, 
and the flesh of all men, both free and slave, both small and great.” (Rev. 19:17-18) 

b) And the rest were slain by the sword that came from the mouth of him who was sitting on 
the horse, and all the birds were gorged with their flesh. (Rev. 19:21) 

c) a deliberate contrast to the marriage supper of the Lamb 

d) Bruce Metzger: Breaking the Code; p. 91 

This carrion meal is obviously a solemn travesty on the marriage supper of the Lamb, an 
announcement of which has introduced this scene of punishment.  All this symbolism at its 
highest.  No one imagines that such statements are literal.  Never shall we see the “white 
horse,” or the sword projecting from the mouth of the conqueror, or the birds gorged with 
the flesh of fallen warriors. The descriptions are not descriptions of real occurrences, but 
of symbols of the real occurrences.  The message that John conveys through this 
symbolism is that evil will surely be over thrown.  Here that message is presented in 
apocalyptic pictures of almost repellant realism.   

9. Christ destroys all evil, and in a magnificent manner …  

a) By Himself, the Angels and Saints merely look on 
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b) By the Word of His Mouth: His Word of Judgment 

c) The Beast and False Prophet are captured alive and thrown into the Lake of fire that burns 
with Sulphur 

d) Then the Dragon (Satan) is captured as well …  

C. The Vision of the Thousand Years (20:1-3) 

1. A third vision beginning with “Then I saw …”  

2. The Millennium is depicted here 

a) Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding in his hand the key to the 
bottomless pit and a great chain. And he seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is 
the devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years, and threw him into the pit, and 
shut it and sealed it over him, so that he might not deceive the nations any longer, until the 
thousand years were ended. After that he must be released for a little while. (Rev. 20:1-3) 

b) a thousand years = a millennium 

3. Not a literal number, but symbolical 

a) 10 is a symbolical number for the completion of time (e.g., a decade) 

b) 10 x 10 x 10 = a millennium (103 = the completion of all time)  

c) i.e., the fullness of time  

But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born 
under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive 
adoption as sons. (Gal. 4:4-5) 

d) Lest you be wise in your own sight, I do not want you to be unaware of this mystery, 
brothers: a partial hardening has come upon Israel, until the fullness of the Gentiles has 
come in. And in this way all Israel will be saved, as it is written, 
“The Deliverer will come from Zion, 
he will banish ungodliness from Jacob”; 
“and this will be my covenant with them 
when I take away their sins.” (Romans 11:25-27) 

4. The millennium: The time between the first and second coming of Christ.  

5. Not a literal 1,000 years between Jesus’ return and the final judgement. 

6. William Hendriksen: More Than Conquerors; p. 222 

Once this “order of events” or “program of history” is seen, Rev. 20 is not difficult to understand.  
All one needs to do is remember the sequence: Christ’s first coming is followed by a long period 
during which Satan is bound; this, in turn, is followed by Satan’s little season; and that is followed by 
Christ’s second coming, that is, his coming unto judgment.  It should be clear immediately to any one 
who carefully reads Rev. 20 that the “thousand years” precede the second coming of our Lord unto 
judgment.  

7. This is why Jesus came: to destroy Satan and His kingdom 
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Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, for the devil has been sinning from the 
beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil. (1 John 
3:8) 

8. During this millennium the Church reigns with Christ; vision #4 

D. The Vision of Satan’s Defeat (20:4-10) 

1. “Then I saw …”: The Fourth Vision in this Last Segment of Revelation:  

Then I saw thrones, and seated on them were those to whom the authority to judge was 
committed. Also I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for the testimony of Jesus 
and for the word of God, and those who had not worshiped the beast or its image and had not 
received its mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came to life and reigned with Christ 
for a thousand years. The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were 
ended. This is the first resurrection. Blessed and holy is the one who shares in the first 
resurrection! Over such the second death has no power, but they will be priests of God and of 
Christ, and they will reign with him for a thousand years. (Rev. 20:4-6) 

2. Here is a picture of the martyrs in heaven; a third picture of the martyrs. 

a) First: under the alter asking God for justice 

When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been 
slain for the word of God and for the witness they had borne. They cried out with a 
loud voice, “O Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how long before you will judge and 
avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?” (Rev. 6:9-10) 

b) Second: In Rev. 14:1-5 praising God in heaven 

c) Third: Seated on Thrones with Christ 

Then I saw thrones, and seated on them were those to whom the authority to judge was 
committed. Also I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for the testimony of 
Jesus and for the word of God, and those who had not worshiped the beast or its 
image and had not received its mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came to 
life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. (Rev. 20:4) 

3. Key: “… they come to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years … Blessed and holy is the 
one who shares in the first resurrection …” 

4. In Revelation there are two resurrections and two deaths …  

a) Blessed and holy is the one who shares in the first resurrection! Over such the second 
death has no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ, and they will reign with 
him for a thousand years. (Rev. 20:6) 

b) Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake 
of fire. And if anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into 
the lake of fire. (Rev. 20:14-15) 

c) “first resurrection … second death,” implying a second resurrection and a first death.  

(1) The First Resurrection: The soul going to heaven after death 
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(2) The Second Resurrection: The glorified body going to the New Heaven and 
New Earth 

(3) The First Death: The soul entering hell after death 

(4) The Second Death: The resurrected body going into the lake of fire forever.  

5. Here we see the martyrs, seated in glory, in thrones, in The Kingdom of God, just as Jesus promised 
the Apostles.  

Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say to you, in the new world, when the Son of Man will sit on his 
glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve 
tribes of Israel. And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or 
children or lands, for my name's sake, will receive a hundredfold and will inherit eternal 
life. But many who are first will be last, and the last first. (Mt. 19:28-30) 

6. Leon Morris: Revelation: TNTC; p. 225 

a) John saw thrones. He does not say where they were.  John uses ‘throne’ forty-seven times 
in all, and except for Satan’s throne (2:13) and that of the beast (13:2; 16:10) all appear 
to be in heaven.  That would fit the present passage.  John does not say how many thrones 
there were nor who sat on them.  But he goes on to speak of those slain for Jesus’ sake as 
reigning through the thousand years, so presumably it is these who sit on the thrones.  

b) John is borrowing from Daniel 7 and the Vision of the Son of Man – many thrones:  

c)  “As I looked, 
thrones were placed, 
and the Ancient of Days took his seat; 
his clothing was white as snow, 
and the hair of his head like pure wool; 
his throne was fiery flames; 
its wheels were burning fire.  
A stream of fire issued 
and came out from before him; 
a thousand thousands served him, 
and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him; 
the court sat in judgment, 
and the books were opened. (Dan. 7:9-10) 

7. Toward the end of history (millennium) Satan, who was bound in v. 2, is (for some reason 
unexplained) released for one last time.  

a) “And when the thousand years are ended.”  

b) “When” is really the Greek word hotan (whenever)  

c) Released for one final act of rebellion 

d) Battle scene #3 

8. And when the thousand years are ended, Satan will be released from his prison and will come out to 
deceive the nations that are at the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them for 
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battle; their number is like the sand of the sea. And they marched up over the broad plain of the earth 
and surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved city, but fire came down from heaven and 
consumed them, and the devil who had deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur 
where the beast and the false prophet were, and they will be tormented day and night forever and 
ever. (Rev. 20:7-10) 

9. Satan and “the world” are crushed. For good! Forever! 

a) Lucifer joins the Beast and the False Prophet in the Lake of Fire. 

b) Key: The first three inhabitants of the eternal hell are the members of the Satanic Trinity. 

c) Jesus destroys them as Elijah did the prophet of Baal “fire came down from heaven and 
consumed them” 

d) Divine Judgment!  

10. The rest of God’s enemies are assembled for the Final Judgment … 

E. The Vision of the Great White Throne Judgment (20:11-15) 

1. “Then I saw …”; vision #5 

Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. From his presence earth and 
sky fled away, and no place was found for them. And I saw the dead, great and small, 
standing before the throne, and books were opened. Then another book was opened, which is 
the book of life. And the dead were judged by what was written in the books, according to 
what they had done. And the sea gave up the dead who were in it, Death and Hades gave up 
the dead who were in them, and they were judged, each one of them, according to what they 
had done. Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, 
the lake of fire. And if anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown 
into the lake of fire. (Rev. 20:11-15) 

2. “The dead” – all mankind – are resurrected for judgment 

a) great and small 

b) living and dead 

c) good and evil 

d) Christians and the World 

e) I Believe in Jesus Christ … who will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
(Apostles’ Creed) 

3. Great Solemnity. Awesome. Terrible. The Great Day of the Lord. 

4. God (? Jesus?) is on a great white throne 

a) before Him stand every angel and every human being ever created 

b) Two Books are open for a record to be reviewed:  

(1) God the Father sits on the throne 

“As I looked, 
thrones were placed, 
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and the Ancient of Days took his seat; 
his clothing was white as snow, 
and the hair of his head like pure wool; 
his throne was fiery flames; 
its wheels were burning fire. 
A stream of fire issued 
and came out from before him; 
a thousand thousands served him, 
and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him; 
the court sat in judgment, 
and the books were opened. (Dan. 7:9-10) 

(2) But Jesus Christ stands beside Him to conduct the actual judgment 

“I saw in the night visions, 
and behold, with the clouds of heaven 
there came one like a son of man, 
and he came to the Ancient of Days and was presented before him. 
And to him was given dominion 
and glory and a kingdom, 
that all peoples, nations, and languages 
should serve him; 
his dominion is an everlasting dominion, 
which shall not pass away, 
and his kingdom one 
that shall not be destroyed. (Dan. 7:13-14) 

The Father judges no one, but has given all judgment to the Son, that all may 
honor the Son, just as they honor the Father. Whoever does not honor the Son 
does not honor the Father who sent him. Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever 
hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life. He does not 
come into judgment, but has passed from death to life. (John 5:22-24) 

(3) The Book of Merit: recording all our deeds. 

And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books 
were opened. Then another book was opened, which is the book of life. And the 
dead were judged by what was written in the books, according to what they 
had done. (Rev. 20:12) 

(4) The Book of Life: mention here for the 4th out of 5th times in the Book of 
Revelation: 

• The Record of the Redeemed 

• And if anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was 
thrown into the lake of fire. (Rev. 20:15) 

5. Jesus had told us this moment was coming –  
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Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who pierced him, 
and all tribes of the earth will wail on account of him. Even so. Amen. (Rev. 1:7) 

6. Question often asked me: Will Christians be judged for what they’ve done, said, left undone?  

a) Answer: I don’t know.  But it looks that way.  

And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were 
opened. Then another book was opened, which is the book of life. And the dead were 
judged by what was written in the books, according to what they had done. And the 
sea gave up the dead who were in it, Death and Hades gave up the dead who were in 
them, and they were judged, each one of them, according to what they had done … 
And if anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the 
lake of fire. (Rev. 20:12, 13, 15) 

b) And just as it is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes judgment, (Heb. 9:27) 

c) But, the Christian’s judgment is cancelled by the record of the Book of Life. 

7. Dennis E. Johnson: Triumph of the Lamb; pp. 298, 299 

The opened books contain records of each person’s actions, for “the dead were judged from the 
things which were written in the books, according to their deeds” (Rev. 20:12). Throughout Scripture 
God’s justice is shown in his repaying his creatures according to what they have done, whether good 
or evil.  Yet the key distinguishing factor in this judgment is “another book,” the book of life.  Written 
in this book are not deeds but names, and it is the one book in all the universe that spells the 
difference between eternal life and unending death.  While people are justly judged according to their 
deeds, only those inscribed in the Lamb’s book of life will escape the lake of fire (20:15). They have 
been judged already according to Jesus’ deeds – his obedience as faithful witness and his sacrifice as 
the Lamb – and consequently their vindication is sure.  

8. All is set right. The Saints are vindicated. Unbelievers are rightly punished.  The Devil and his 
minions march off to the Lake of Fire … forever! Jesus Christ has restored forever God’s moral 
order for the universe.  

9. Bruce Metzger: Breaking the Code; p. 95 

The opening of the books suggests that our earthly lives are important and meaningful, and are taken 
into account at the end.  But the consultation of the book of life shows that our eternal destiny is 
determined by God’s decision, by God’s grace, by God’s amazing goodness.  

10. It is now time for a New Universe!  

II. APPLYING THESE VISIONS OF THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST. 

1. First: We must realize, once and for all, that we do not live in a benign world.  We live in a dangerous 
“war zone” 

a) Isaac Watts: “Am I a Soldier of the Cross?”  

Must I be carried to the skies on flowery beds of ease, while others fought to win the prize, 
and sailed through bloody seas?  

Are there no foes for me to face? Must I not stem the flood? Is this vile world a friend to 
grace, to help me on to God?  



 

RV1624 
 

16 

b) Eugene Peterson: Reversed Thunder; p. 160 

Salvation comes into being, the vision informs us, in the face of furious opposition. Much of 
the opposition is hidden and does its work obscurely.  One function of the vision is to train our 
perceptions so that we will never again overlook it. At the same time the vision raises our 
adrenalin level, so that we bring our energetic best to the high spiritual drama that we 
participate in every day as we confess the lordship of Christ. Once having seen this, we are 
not likely to fight a halfhearted war against a wholehearted enemy.  

c) This should not scare us.  In fighting we are safe; we win.  It is in suing the world for peace 
that we lose everything!  

d) Eugene Peterson: Reversed Thunder; p. 160 

There is, apparently, nothing to fear in the act of fighting. Danger here is all in the not-
fighting. The safest place is on the battlefield, for it is there that Christ is active, riding the 
white horse.  

2. Second: The Weapons of our great warfare are available to us now, and are divinely powerful for 
victory.  

a) Notice in this passage the focus on The Word and the Supper – Word and Sacrament. 

b) Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, 
and having done all, to stand firm. Stand therefore, having fastened on the belt of truth, and 
having put on the breastplate of righteousness, and, as shoes for your feet, having put on the 
readiness given by the gospel of peace. In all circumstances take up the shield of faith, with 
which you can extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one; and take the helmet of 
salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God, praying at all times in the 
Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert with all perseverance, making 
supplication for all the saints, (Eph. 6:13-18) 

 

c) Word, prayer, Baptism, Lord’s Supper 

For the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but have divine power to destroy 
strongholds. We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the 
knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to obey Christ, (2 Cor. 10:4-5) 

3. Third: We are not fighting to defeat Satan and the World; that is Christ’s singular mission.  We are 
fighting to rescue men from the bondage of Satan, and to see them fall.  

The Lord’s bond-servant must not be quarrelsome, but be kind to all, able to teach, patient when 
wronged, with gentleness correcting those who are in opposition, if perhaps God may grant them 
repentance leading to the knowledge of the truth, and they may come to their senses and escape from 
the snare of the devil, having been held captive by him to do his will. (2 Tim. 2:24-26 NASB) 

4. Fourth: There are two suppers between which you must choose. 

a) Two Baptisms: The Mark of the Beast; Baptism in Jesus’ Name 

b) Two Suppers: The Marriage feast of the Lamb; the great supper of God of human carrion. 

c) You are invited to the first –  
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And the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the 
marriage supper of the Lamb.” And he said to me, “These are the true words of God.” 
(Rev. 19:9) 

d) … that you may escape the second –  

And if anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the 
lake of fire. (Rev. 20:15) 

5. This table before us today is that standing invitation –  

a) To join with Christ and forsake your sin 

b) To enter the Church and renounce the world 

c) To allow judgment to fall on Jesus so it does not fall on you. 

d) To be strengthened for the fight of faith or fall with the world. 

6. The choice is yours … the table is fenced … 

 

 

 

 

 


