
 

PS1619 
 

1 

Psalm 19          July 3, 2016 PM 
Prayerbook of the Bible           Prayer/Psalms 
PS1619              
 

The Revelation From God 

INTRODUCTION: Back in 1990 Jane and I attended a Pastor’s Conference, hosted by The Cove …  

1. … retreat center of the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association, in Ashville, NC.  We were with two 
friends Jim and Jane Barnes.   

2. The featured speaker was Dr. John MacArthur, Jr., then and now one of my favorite preachers.  

a) The Text for his message one evening: Psalm 19 

b) Theme: The Glory and Reliability of the Bible 

c) Most people there were Southern Baptists, and most of them were ministers and missionaries 
of the SBC.  

3. I was unaware that a great power struggle for the SBC had been going on between the “moderates” 
(liberals) and the “conservatives” (evangelical). 

4. After Dr. MacArthur preached a marvelous message on Psalm 19, we went to supper.  

a) Jim, Jane, my Jane and I sat with two SBC couples; one were missionaries, the other a pastor 
and his wife.  

b) I, innocently said, just to break the ice, “Wasn’t that a wonderful message about God’s 
word?”  

c) The two SBC couples immediately went after each other and argued over the value of the 
sermon. 

d) The missionaries were of the moderate party and the Pastoral couple were of the conservative 
party.  

e) My question and their response ruined our meal time!  

5. After supper, as we walked back to our cabins, Jim Barnes said to me, “Ross, how do you do it?  I can’t 
take you anywhere where you don’t cause trouble!”  

6. But … indeed … honestly, my question remains the same: Isn’t Psalm 19 a wonderful song (prayer) 
about God’s Revelation?  

7. We must never forget the world in which the Psalms were constructed.  Generally speaking, David’s 
world was a place of many gods, whose corrupt lives led to corrupt religion.  Superstition and myth 
fueled the ugly aspects of Canaanite Religion:  

a) Baal was the chief god, often represented as a bull or riding upon a bull.  He delighted in 
bloody, violent and self-mutilating worship – cutting oneself, tattoos, body piercings, self-
flagellation.  

And they took the bull that was given them, and they prepared it and called upon the 
name of Baal from morning until noon, saying, “O Baal, answer us!” But there was 
no voice, and no one answered. And they limped around the altar that they had 
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made. And at noon Elijah mocked them, saying, “Cry aloud, for he is a god. Either he 
is musing, or he is relieving himself, or he is on a journey, or perhaps he is asleep and 
must be awakened.” And they cried aloud and cut themselves after their custom with 
swords and lances, until the blood gushed out upon them. And as midday passed, they 
raved on until the time of the offering of the oblation, but there was no voice. No one 
answered; no one paid attention. (1 Kings 18:26-29) 

b) Asherah, Baal’s goddess wife and “Queen of heaven” was adored by women for she was the 
fertility goddess.  She delighted in ritual prostitution and ritual homosexuality, and frenzied 
sexual orgies.  

c) Infant sacrifice or the sacrifice of young virgins were key aspects of Baal worship.  

Because the people have forsaken me and have profaned this place by making 
offerings in it to other gods whom neither they nor their fathers nor the kings of Judah 
have known; and because they have filled this place with the blood of innocents, and 
have built the high places of Baal to burn their sons in the fire as burnt offerings to 
Baal, which I did not command or decree, nor did it come into my mind— (Jeremiah 
19:4-5) 

8. God had warned Israel to protect their religion from just such evils – self-mutilation, ritual 
prostitution/sodomy, and human sacrifices.  

“When the Lord your God cuts off before you the nations whom you go in to dispossess, and you 
dispossess them and dwell in their land, take care that you be not ensnared to follow them, after they 
have been destroyed before you, and that you do not inquire about their gods, saying, ‘How did these 
nations serve their gods? —that I also may do the same.’ You shall not worship the Lord your God in 
that way, for every abominable thing that the Lord hates they have done for their gods, for they even 
burn their sons and their daughters in the fire to their gods. “Everything that I command you, you 
shall be careful to do. You shall not add to it or take from it. (Deut. 12:29-32) 

9. God has revealed Himself to us, so that we do not turn back to Paganism and all its abominable practices, 
in search of God.  

a) General Revelation: God’s self-disclosure in: 

(1) Creation … 

For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it 
to them. For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine 
nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the 
things that have been made. So they are without excuse. (Rom. 1:19-20) 

(2) Conscience …  

For when Gentiles, who do not have the law, by nature do what the law 
requires, they are a law to themselves, even though they do not have the law. 
They show that the work of the law is written on their hearts, while their 
conscience also bears witness, and their conflicting thoughts accuse or even 
excuse them on that day when, according to my gospel, God judges the secrets 
of men by Christ Jesus. (Rom. 2:14-16) 
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(3) Culture … 

Though they know God's righteous decree that those who practice such things 
deserve to die, they not only do them but give approval to those who practice 
them. (Rom. 1:32) 

b) Special Revelation: God’s self-disclosure in:  

(1) Christ: 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God … And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his 
glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. (John 
1:1,14) 

Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the 
prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he 
appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world. He is 
the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he 
upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making purification for 
sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, (Heb. 1:1-3) 

(2) Canon: 

All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, 
for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be 
complete, equipped for every good work. (2 Tim. 3:16-17) 

knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes from someone's 
own interpretation. For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but 
men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. (2 Peter 
1:20-21) 

(3) Church: 

I hope to come to you soon, but I am writing these things to you so that, if I 
delay, you may know how one ought to behave in the household of God, which 
is the church of the living God, a pillar and buttress of the truth. (1 Tim. 3:14-
15) 

Then what advantage has the Jew? Or what is the value of circumcision? Much 
in every way. To begin with, the Jews were entrusted with the oracles of God. 
(Romans 3:1-2) 

but just as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel, so 
we speak, not to please man, but to please God who tests our hearts. (1 Thess 
2:4) 

10. Nevertheless, in David’s day there were many gods and goddesses, many religions each promising a 
“new way” to God, and many voices completing for the hearts and minds of people.  

11. So David reminds them to … 

a) listen for the voice of God in nature, 
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b) adhere to the Law of God in scripture, 

c) seek for the discernment of God in their own souls.  

d) Psalm 19 is the poem in which David sets forth all this.  

12. C.S. Lewis explains why Psalm 19 is both a lovely poem and an enlightening piece of wisdom 
(Reflections on the Psalms; p. 62) 

Their delight in the Law is a delight in having touched firmness; like the pedestrian’s delight in feeling 
the hard road beneath his beet after a false short cut has long entangled him in muddy fields. For there 
were other roads, which lacked “truth.” The Jews had as their immediate neighbours, close to them in 
race as well as in position, Pagans of the worst kinds, Pagans whose religion was marked by none of that 
beauty or (sometimes) wisdom which we can find among the Greeks. That background made the 
“beauty” or “sweetness” of the Law more visible; not least because these neighbouring Paganisms were 
a constant temptation to the Jew and may in some of their externals have been not unlike his own 
religion.  The temptation was to turn to those terrible rites in times of terror – when, for example, the 
Assyrians were pressing on, who not so long ago waited daily for invasion. They were tempted, since the 
Lord seemed deaf, to try those appalling deities who demanded so much more and might therefore 
perhaps give more in return.  But when a Jew in some happier hour, or a better Jew even in that hour, 
looked at those worships – when he thought of sacred prostitution, sacred sodomy, and the babies thrown 
into the fire for Moloch – his own “Law” as he turned back to it must have shone with an extraordinary 
radiance.   

13. Psalm 19 is a poetic masterpiece.  

a) 14 strophes (verses), divided into almost two even parts 

b) The first 6 verses: God’s General Revelation (19:1-6) 

c) The Next 5 verses: God’s Special Revelation (19:7-11) 

d) The Final 3 verses: God’s Internal Revelation (19:12-14) 

14. Psalm 19 is always a pertinent Psalm with timely warnings and contemporary applications.  

15. But in our time Psalm 19 takes on the role of vital protection against the greatest danger of our age: Too 
Many Voices. 

a) The omnipresence of the Media: TV, Blogs, Internet. 

b) The ever-present Facebook, live streams, twitter and Instagram.  

c) The Internet ability for anyone (everyone) to publish their own Books or post their own blogs 
… 

(1) Every crank can now publish a lousy book 

(2) Who cares what a “blogging mom” with a pen-name “Soccer Mom” has to say? 
When did she qualify to tell us all what to think 

(3) The Ease in which lies, stupid opinions and urban myths are passed on as factual. 

d) The Millennials: who will believe the incorrect prattle of a 20-something blogger over the 
word of a seasoned Pastor!  
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e) A society where inexperienced and unwise youth have gained a massive hearing, not because 
of any credentials, but simply because they know how to use the technology.  

f) Illustration: On the back of books you’ll find these sorts of descriptions of the author: Annie 
Wilson is a poet, blogger and home-school mom, who blogs at annieknowsbest.com. 

g) “Blogger” is now a profession? Career? Credential?  

h) Bluntly: There is now more stupid stuff going out on the internet, and posing as valid 
information or truth, than ever before in human history.  

i) Ask your Doctor! He (she) will tell you that one of their greatest challenges is debunking the 
self-diagnosis of their patients who’ve “researched” their symptoms online!  

16. Now, add into this cacophony of voices all the Charismatic, Heath’n Wealth, New Age, Cultic and Neo 
Pagan charlatans now “speaking for God” and you have a colossal problem!  

For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will 
accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions, and will turn away from listening to 
the truth and wander off into myths. (2 Tim 4:3-4) 

while evil people and impostors will go on from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived. (2 Tim 
3:13) 

 

17. Please turn to Psalm 19. What C.S. Lewis called the greatest Psalm in the Psalter. (Reflections on the 
Psalms; p. 63) 

I take this to be the greatest poem in the Psalter and one of the greatest lyrics in the world.  

18. John Stott: Favorite Psalms; p. 21 

According to C.S. Lewis, this is “the greatest poem in the Psalter and one of the greatest lyrics in the 
world.” From the Christian point of view it contains the clearest summary of the doctrine of revelation to 
be found in the Old Testament, namely that God has made Himself known to all humankind as Creator 
(verse 1-6), to Israel as Lawgiver (verses 7-10), and to the individual as Redeemer (verses 11-14).  

I. UNDERSTANDING PSALM 19 … 

A. The Voice of God in Creation (Ps. 19:1-6) 

1. The heavens declare the glory of God, 
and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. 
Day to day pours out speech, 
and night to night reveals knowledge. 
There is no speech, nor are there words, 
whose voice is not heard. 
Their voice goes out through all the earth, 
and their words to the end of the world. 
In them he has set a tent for the sun, 
which comes out like a bridegroom leaving his chamber, 
and, like a strong man, runs its course with joy. 
Its rising is from the end of the heavens, 
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and its circuit to the end of them, 
and there is nothing hidden from its heat. (Ps. 19:1-6) 

2. David tells us that the skies above set forth General Revelation concerning God (i.e., “general” as 
intended “generally” for all humanity) 

3. He says that Sun, moon and stars speak to mankind with a Voice.  Their message? 

a) They declare the glory of God 

b) They proclaim His handiwork 

c) Day to day (the Sun) and night to night (moon and stars) pour out speech and reveal 
knowledge.  

d) i.e., serve as a source of revelation 

e) even though their voice is never actually heard (by human ears)  

f) their message goes out day and night, through all the earth, to the very end of the world. 

4. The urban dweller in Manhattan, the farmer in Nebraska, the small town merchant in Italy, and the 
village dweller in the Amazon Forest “hear” the same message: God is. God is Creator. God is 
glorious. God alone is God.  

5. So, people are without an excuse.  They cannot (1) justify any form of atheism or even agnosticism, 
or (2) rationalize why they must produce gods and goddesses to their own fancy.  

For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of 
men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. For what can be known about God is 
plain to them, because God has shown it to them. For his invisible attributes, namely, his 
eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the 
world, in the things that have been made. So they are without excuse. For although they knew 
God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their 
thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. Claiming to be wise, they became fools, and 
exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man and birds and 
animals and creeping things. (Romans 1:18-23) 

6. David borrows a metaphor (image) from Canaanite paganism.  

a) In their religion Baal rose up each morning and rode across the world, from east to west, 
patrolling the earth, only to retire in the evening into the sea, to visit and sleep with 
Asherah, the moon goddess and mother of the earth.  

b) David says, “Not so! It is the sun, an object of YHWH’s creation, that travels the sky each 
day!”  

c) In them he has set a tent for the sun, 
which comes out like a bridegroom leaving his chamber, 
and, like a strong man, runs its course with joy. 
Its rising is from the end of the heavens, 
and its circuit to the end of them, 
and there is nothing hidden from its heat. (Ps. 19:1-6) 

7. God’s general revelation is likened to the sun’s rays: 
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a) daily present (rising … setting …)  

b) glorious in beauty (bright and shining) 

c) penetrating every nook and cranny of creation (light and heat)  

8. Hear me! Western Society’s technology, science and deductive naturalism blind us to the beautiful 
truths of these verses. 

a) God’s being, nature and attributes can be seen in the creation.  

b) The glory of our world should draw our hearts up to God – every sunrise and each sunset. 

c) All of creation acknowledges God in creation – naturally so – except for fallen humanity.  

9. The world is a mirror reflecting the glory of God everywhere to every creature.  Men and women are 
the image of God (mirrors with immortal souls) whose warped glass disfigures the first of all glorious 
truths –  

The Lord is gracious and merciful, 
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
The Lord is good to all, 
and his mercy is over all that he has made. 
All your works shall give thanks to you, O Lord, 
and all your saints shall bless you! 
They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom 
and tell of your power, 
to make known to the children of man your mighty deeds, 
and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 
Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, 
and your dominion endures throughout all generations. 
The Lord is faithful in all his words 
and kind in all his works. 
The Lord upholds all who are falling 
and raises up all who are bowed down. 
The eyes of all look to you, 
and you give them their food in due season. 
You open your hand; 
you satisfy the desire of every living thing. 
The Lord is righteous in all his ways 
and kind in all his works. 
The Lord is near to all who call on him, 
to all who call on him in truth. 
He fulfills the desire of those who fear him; 
he also hears their cry and saves them. 
The Lord preserves all who love him, 
but all the wicked he will destroy. (Ps. 145:8-20) 

10. N.T. Wright probes the depth of what David is saying in these first six verses (The Case for the 
Psalms; pp. 119-121)  
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Our modern Western worldviews have made it seriously difficult for us to hear Psalm 19.1-2 as 
anything but a pretty fantasy. To think of this as mere dreaming, a kind of poetic license, is to miss 
the point, which is that all creation does in fact praise its maker. Our problem is that we have 
allowed the ears of our hearts to be closed to what is in fact going on. When our own poets try to 
draw our attention to it – we find them a bit strange as well.  But the vision of creation praising its 
maker is, after all, there in the New Testament’s greatest visions.  In the heavenly throne room 
glimpsed by John the Visionary, the “four living creatures” praise God without stopping, day and 
night, singing,  

Holy, holy, holy, 
Lord God Almighty,  
Who Was and Who Is and Who is to Come     (Rev. 4:8) 

The humans in the scene then join in the song and add other dimensions.  But my present point is this: 
what looks to the flattened-out imagination of late Western modernity like “lifeless” matter is in fact 
a world throbbing with God-given life.  That life is constantly praising its maker by being, 
particularly and peculiarly, what it is. Only humans, it seems, have the capacity to live as something 
other than what they are (God reflectors, image bearers). Trees behave as trees; rocks as rocks; the 
sea is and does what the sea is and does. And the psalmists look out on it all and see it as a great 
shout of praise to the God who has made it to be and to flourish:  

By your strength you established the mountains;  
you are girded with might …  
Those who live at earth’s farthest bounds 
are awed by your signs; 
you make the gateways of the morning 
and evening shout for joy. (65.6,8) 

That last line means, I think, that the psalmist saw, as we mostly do, something special and evocative 
in the quality of light at either end of the day.  But he heard, as we mostly do not, something else 
going on: a shout of joy at this moment of strange, transient glory.  And the joy is increased as, with 
every passing harvest, what we have come to see as “the natural order” is understood as the work of 
God himself, making the earth fertile and fruitful. 

11. This is David’s first point: Nature draws us to God!  

a) Natural revelation: The voice of the creatures and the earth in praising God. 

b) Natural religion: The innate need in mankind to know the Creator and worship Him. 

c) Natural Law: The moral order of the creation reproduced in the human conscience, 
knowing right from wrong.  

12. Michael Wilcock: Psalms 1-72: BST; p. 71 

In modern times, superstitious people (like the pagans of old) ‘hear’, by way of astrology, more than 
the heavens are actually saying, while secular people hear less than they have to tell.  For those who 
are seriously listening for a divine word, the voices of what is called ‘natural religion’ can be 
confusing, for the beauty of nature says one thing, its harshness another; but one idea at any rate 
comes over clearly – how wonderful must the Maker of all this be!  
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13. Personally, I have had to train my soul to “hear” the voice of creation.  I am a “City Boy” – used to a 
world of concrete, neon signs, the noise of traffic and the din of crowded streets.  But when I moved 
to Mississippi and began to hunt God’s “other world: (i.e., the first one He created) was opened to 
me.  

a) The glory of a sunrise in the woods or the sunset against the barren Winter trees at the 
edge of a field. 

b) The sound of deer, coyote, squirrels, bobcats and thousands of different birds.  

c) The busy life of the smaller critters who live on the edges and in the shadows of our 
world. 

d) The sounds of a contented creation responding to God.  

14. Illustration: The Buck in Lancaster Country, SC, who was worshipping God in the morning sunlight.  
I could not shoot a creature in prayer!  

15. I am so thankful for the hymns of our faith, celebrating the God of creation, two of them drawn from 
this Psalm 19 … 

a) The first by Joseph Addison (1712), based upon Psalm 19:1-6) 

b) “The Spacious Firmament on High” 

The spacious firmament on high, 
with all the blue ethereal sky, 
and spangled heavens, a shining frame, 
their great Original proclaim. 
The unwearied sun from day to day 
does his Creator's power display, 
and publishes to every land 
the work of an almighty hand. 

Soon as the evening shades prevail 
the moon takes up the wondrous tale, 
and nightly to the listening earth 
repeats the story of her birth; 
whilst all the stars that round her burn, 
and all the planets in their turn, 
confirm the tidings, as they roll, 
and spread the truth from pole to pole. 

What though in solemn silence all 
move round the dark terrestrial ball; 
what though no real voice nor sound 
amid their radiant orbs be found; 
in reason's ear they all rejoice, 
and utter forth a glorious voice, 
for ever singing as they shine, 
'The hand that made us is divine.' 
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16.  Derek Kidner: Psalms 1-72: TOTC; p. 97 

Different ages need this reminder – for such it is – in different ways.  The ancients were tempted to 
‘kiss their hand’ to sun and moon and the host of heaven; the moderns to explain them away as 
fortuitous, in one mood, or to revert to astrology in another.  Only the Christian is moved to filial 
wonder and joy at the thought of their Maker.  

17. Of course, sinful mankind needs more than Natures’ voice so God adds to that voice The Word of 
God (scripture)  

Although the light of nature, and the works of creation and providence do so far manifest the 
goodness, wisdom, and power of God, as to leave men unexcusable; yet are they not sufficient 
to give that knowledge of God, and of His will, which is necessary unto salvation. Therefore it 
pleased the Lord, at sundry times, and in divers manners, to reveal Himself, and to declare 
that His will unto His Church; and afterwards for the better preserving and propagating of 
the truth, and for the more sure establishment and comfort of the Church against the 
corruption of the flesh, and the malice of Satan and of the world, to commit the same wholly 
unto writing; which makes the Holy Scripture to be most necessary; those former ways of 
God's revealing His will unto His people being now ceased. (WCF 1-1) 

B. The Word of God in the Scripture (Ps. 19:7-11) 

1. The law of the Lord is perfect, 
reviving the soul; 
the testimony of the Lord is sure, 
making wise the simple; 
the precepts of the Lord are right, 
rejoicing the heart; 
the commandment of the Lord is pure, 
enlightening the eyes; 
the fear of the Lord is clean, 
enduring forever; 
the rules of the Lord are true, 
and righteous altogether. 
More to be desired are they than gold, 
even much fine gold; 
sweeter also than honey 
and drippings of the honeycomb. 
Moreover, by them is your servant warned; 
in keeping them there is great reward. (Ps. 19:7-11) 

2. Commentators remark about how abruptly David goes from creation’s witness to the Torah’s statues.  

a) Torah: Hebrew for “the law”  

b) The general OT word for “Scripture”  

c) i.e., the written revelation of God from the prophets 

(1) The Torah (Law) – 5 Books of Moses (Pentateuch)  

(2) The Prophets – in two sets 
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(i) Former Prophets: Joshua – Kings 

(ii) Latter Prophets: Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, The Book of the Twelve 
(minor prophets in one Book)  

(3) The Hagiographa (Sacred Writings)  

(i) Wisdom Books: Psalms, Proverbs, Job 

(ii) Megilloth (Big Scroll): Songs of Solomon, Ruth, Lamentations, 
Ecclesiastes, Esther 

(iii) The Sacred Writings: Daniel, Ezra-Nehemiah (one book) 
Chronicles (one book)  

d) of course, in David’s time there existed only the Torah (Moses’ five Books) and Joshua, 
Judges, Ruth. 

3. David summarizes the beauty and benefit of God’s reveled and written word in six parallel 
statements.  The Word of God is  

a) The Law of the Lord, able to revive the (human) soul with its life-changing power.  

b) The Testimony of the Lord, sure or certain to make wise the simple-minded or foolish 

c) The precepts of the Lord, right or correct, in order to cause the human heart to rejoice. 

d) The Commandments of the Lord, pure and able to enlighten the eyes so men see things 
faithfully.   

e) The Fear of the Lord, producing a reverence for God and the things of God which is clear 
and enduring.  

f) The Rules of the Lord, true, righteous altogether, able to warn and give great reward to 
those who cherish these Rules.  

More to be desired are they than gold, 
even much fine gold; 
sweeter also than honey 
and drippings of the honeycomb. 
Moreover, by them is your servant warned; in keeping them there is great reward. (Ps. 
19:10-11) 

4. Gospel Religion is a religion not only of grace but also the Word of God.  

a) The Good News revealed to the Apostles, by God, and passed down to us in written form.  

For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles— 
assuming that you have heard of the stewardship of God's grace that was given to me 
for you, how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I have written 
briefly. When you read this, you can perceive my insight into the mystery of 
Christ, which was not made known to the sons of men in other generations as it has 
now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit. This mystery is that 
the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, and partakers of the promise 
in Christ Jesus through the gospel. (Eph. 3:1-6) 
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Concerning this salvation, the prophets who prophesied about the grace that was to be 
yours searched and inquired carefully, inquiring what person or time the Spirit of 
Christ in them was indicating when he predicted the sufferings of Christ and the 
subsequent glories. It was revealed to them that they were serving not themselves but 
you, in the things that have now been announced to you through those who preached 
the good news to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven, things into which angels 
long to look. (1 Peter 1:10-12) 

b) Therefore our Gospel Faith must include the Law, Testimony, Precepts, Commandments, 
Fear and Rules of the Lord.  

5. To say, “I don’t want a ‘religion of rules’!” is a foolish thing to say –  

More to be desired are they than gold, 
even much fine gold; 
sweeter also than honey 
and drippings of the honeycomb. 
Moreover, by them is your servant warned; in keeping them there is great reward. (Ps. 19:10-
11) 

6. Just as the sun gives light to all and searches out the depths of every nook, crack and crevice, so the 
Word of God gives the light of revelation to all men and searches out the depths of their heart.  

Your word is a lamp to my feet 
and a light to my path. (Ps. 119:105) 

For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the 
division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and 
intentions of the heart. (Heb. 4:12) 

7. The Bible makes known to us Jesus Christ – God in the flesh, the fullness of Revelation, the perfect 
Revelation! 

a) And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of 
the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. (John bore witness about him, and 
cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before me, because 
he was before me.’”) For from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. For 
the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has 
ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father's side, he has made him known. (John 
1:14-18) 

b) John Stott: Favorite Psalms; p. 24 

It may be surprising to us that the writer did not find God’s law a burden to him; we may 
feel with C. S. Lewis that his reference to its sweetness is at first sight “very mysterious,” 
even “utterly bewildering.” The explanation is not just that its commandments were right, 
nor that its promises were sure, but that it was the revelation of God, the special means 
which He had chosen to make Himself known to His people Israel.  

8. But … for the one who is truly converted, the Word of God with all its commandments is never a 
burden, because …  
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a) They reveal Christ to us 

b) They help us to love others 

c) They enable us to overcome the world 

d) Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who 
loves the Father loves whoever has been born of him. By this we know that we love the 
children of God, when we love God and obey his commandments. For this is the love of 
God, that we keep his commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome. For 
everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has 
overcome the world—our faith. Who is it that overcomes the world except the one who 
believes that Jesus is the Son of God? (1 John 5:1-5) 

9. For the Word of God always does its deepest work in the mind and heart of the Christian … 

C. The Personal Revelation of God (Ps. 19:12-14) 

Who can discern his errors? 
Declare me innocent from hidden faults. 
Keep back your servant also from presumptuous sins; 
let them not have dominion over me! 
Then I shall be blameless, 
and innocent of great transgression. 
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight, 
O Lord, my rock and my redeemer. (Ps. 19:12-14) 

1. David says (paraphrased) “Who can really know his own soul, his deep-seated sins, and his guilt.  If 
God’s word was not what it is we would all fall into presumptuous self-righteousness, or into despair 
over our own depravity. But the Word of God gives us the balance we need.”  

2. The Word of God will drive us to God the Savior and His mercy!  

3. John Calvin: Psalms: Book One; Vol. IV; Commentaries; p. 327 

a) This exclamation shows us what use we should make of the promises of the law, which 
have a condition annexed to them. It is this: As soon as they come forth, every man should 
examine his own life, and compare not only his actions, but also his thoughts, with that 
perfect rule of righteousness which is laid down in the law.  Thus it will come to pass, that 
all, from the least to the greatest, seeing themselves cut off from all hope of reward from 
the law, will be constrained to flee for refuge to the mercy of God.  It is not enough to 
consider what the doctrine of the law contains; we must also look into ourselves, that we 
may see how far short we have come in our obedience to the law.  

b) Therefore the Law has become our tutor to lead us to Christ, so that we may be justified 
by faith. (Gal 3:24 NASB) 

4. The Word of God has a way of revealing in us our sins and our need for God’s mercy and Christ’s 
redemptive and restoring grace.  

Search me, O God, and know my heart! 
Try me and know my thoughts! 
And see if there be any grievous way in me, 
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and lead me in the way everlasting! (Ps. 139:23-24) 

How can a young man keep his way pure? 
By guarding it according to your word. 
With my whole heart I seek you; 
let me not wander from your commandments! 
I have stored up your word in my heart, 
that I might not sin against you. 
Blessed are you, O Lord; 
teach me your statutes! 
With my lips I declare 
all the rules of your mouth. 
In the way of your testimonies I delight 
as much as in all riches. 
I will meditate on your precepts 
and fix my eyes on your ways. 
I will delight in your statutes; 
I will not forget your word. (Ps. 119:9-16) 

But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. For if anyone is a 
hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks intently at his natural face in a 
mirror. For he looks at himself and goes away and at once forgets what he was like. But the 
one who looks into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer who 
forgets but a doer who acts, he will be blessed in his doing. (James 1:22-25) 

5. The circle has closed: The Creation speaks … The Law instructs … the human heart is drawn to 
Christ and transformed.  

6. God’s Revelation always accomplishes its three main tasks.  

a) to glorify God 

b) to draw men to Christ 

c) to save and sanctify the human soul 

7. Tied to God and Christ, to the world in which we live, and every creature – most of all People – the 
Revelation of God draws us into a life with God, in its fullness!  

For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
neither are your ways my ways, declares the Lord. 
For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 
so are my ways higher than your ways 
and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven 
and do not return there but water the earth, 
making it bring forth and sprout, 
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 
it shall not return to me empty, 
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but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 
and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
“For you shall go out in joy 
and be led forth in peace; 
the mountains and the hills before you 
shall break forth into singing, 
and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 
instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 
and it shall make a name for the Lord, 
an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.” (Isa. 55:8-13) 

II. HOW TO PRAY PSALM 19 … 

A. First: Make space in your life for Nature 

1. I’m not speaking as a “sanctified tree-hugger.” But I am saying this: Our techno-urban world fills our 
souls with such awful noise that we cannot hear the song of creation all around us.  

a) “Worthy are you, our Lord and God, 
to receive glory and honor and power, 
for you created all things, 
and by your will they existed and were created.” (Rev. 4:11) 

b) And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and 
all that is in them, saying, 
“To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb, be blessing and honor and glory and 
might forever and ever!” (Rev. 5:13) 

2. Have your quiet time on your screened porch, on the back deck, in a swing under a tree in your yard.  
Take walks. Take up hunting , get out in nature just to be quiet. 

“Be still, and know that I am God. 
I will be exalted among the nations, 
I will be exalted in the earth!” (Ps. 46:10) 

3. At first this will be difficult.  The absence of urban noise will make you feel uncomfortable, like 
you’re wasting your time, as if you don’t belong “out there” 

4. But you do! Train yourself to “see” God in a thunderstorm, to “hear” God in the singing of the 
birds, to “feel” God in the winter wind and summer breeze, to worship God in nature’s cathedral.  It 
will add a dimension of spiritual life to your soul you never imagined possible!  

B. Second: Make time for the reading of God’s Word 

1. Sermons, Sunday School, Bible study, lectures and seminars are good.  We need to learn the Word of 
God.  

2. But there is something special about a quiet, unhurried deliberate reading of God’s word that nothing 
else can replace.  This is how we ingest God’s Word and it becomes part of us.  

3. Woe to us if we turn God’s Word into a textbook or manual. It is meant to be a conversation between 
God and you!  
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a) Know this, my beloved brothers: let every person be quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to 
anger; for the anger of man does not produce the righteousness of God. Therefore put 
away all filthiness and rampant wickedness and receive with meekness the implanted 
word, which is able to save your souls. (James 1:19-21) 

b) Key: “receive with meekness the implanted word”  

c) Implanted: grafted into your soul to grow fruit!  

4. Slow down. Shut up. Read. Learn how to listen to God’s Word.  

C. Third: Make a habit of sitting quietly and meditating on God, His Word and His World 

1. Jonathan Edwards spent 20-30 minutes each day thinking about heaven and meditating on one 
thing: The Kingdom of God. 

2. Develop in your life the spiritual discipline of silence, meditation and solitude.  

3. Get away from people and away from your busyness so that God can speak to you.  For He seldom 
yells over the noise of life!  

And he said, “Go out and stand on the mount before the Lord.” And behold, the Lord passed 
by, and a great and strong wind tore the mountains and broke in pieces the rocks before the 
Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind. And after the wind an earthquake, but the Lord was 
not in the earthquake.  And after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire. And 
after the fire the sound of a low whisper. And when Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his 
cloak and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. And behold, there came a voice to 
him and said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” (1 Kings 19:11-13) 

4. Slow down. Be still. Force yourself to listen for the Voice of God – in due time it will come!  

Therefore the Lord waits to be gracious to you, 
and therefore he exalts himself to show mercy to you. For the Lord is a God of justice; 
blessed are all those who wait for him. 
For a people shall dwell in Zion, in Jerusalem; you shall weep no more. He will surely be 
gracious to you at the sound of your cry. As soon as he hears it, he answers you. And though 
the Lord give you the bread of adversity and the water of affliction, yet your Teacher will not 
hide himself anymore, but your eyes shall see your Teacher. And your ears shall hear a word 
behind you, saying, “This is the way, walk in it,” when you turn to the right or when you turn 
to the left. (Isaiah 30:18-21) 

Conclusion: I mentioned that there were at least two hymns drawn from Psalm 18 …  

1. We noted the first one by Joseph Addison: The Spacious Firmament on High (#117) 

2. The Second is by Sir Isaac Watts: The Heavens Declare Your Glory, Lord (#138) 

a) The first three stanzas are about Creation and the general revelation 

b) But in stanza 4 Watts switches to the witness of Gospel Revelation in God’s Word 

Nor shall your spreading gospel rest 
till through the world your truth has run; 
till Christ has all the nations blest 
that see the light or feel the sun. 



 

PS1619 
 

17 

Great Sun of Righteousness, arise; 
bless the dark world with heavenly light; 
your gospel makes the simple wise, 
your laws are pure, your judgements right. 

Your noblest wonders here we view, 
in souls renewed and sins forgiven: 
Lord, cleanse my sins, my soul renew, 
and make your Word my guide to heaven. 

3. This is a good way to end our study of Psalm 19. Turn to Hymn #138 – “The Heaven’s Declare Your 
Glory, Lord” 

a) We’ll sing stanzas 1, 3, and 4 

b) using the tune Quebec (L.M; Hymn #646) 

 

 


