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Exodus 2:11-25      July 31, 2016 AM 
God Is A Warrior            Exodus 
EX1603          
 

“How Not to Serve God”  
 

INTRODUCTION: In the process of interpreting the Bible, pastors follow (hopefully) the rules of hermeneutics.  

1. Hermeneutics: the branch of knowledge that deals with interpretation especially of the Bible or literary 
texts. 

2. There are a number of rules or principles of Hermeneutics. Here are 16 Basic Principles.  

1. Consider the Author 

2. Consider the Audience 

3. The Meaning of Words 

4. Historical Setting 

5. Grammar 

6. Textual Issues 

7. Syntax 

8. Form of Literature 

9. Immediate Context 

10. Document Context 

11. Author’s Context 

12. Biblical Context 

13. Understand the difference between prescriptive and descriptive statements in the Bible 

14. Build all doctrine on necessary rather than possible inferences. 

15. Interpret the unclear passages in Scripture in light of the clear. 

16. The Analogy of Faith 

3. Rule #16 is really Principle #1: The Analogy of Faith 

a) i.e., Scripture interprets Scripture 

b) Westminster Confession of Faith (1-9) 

The infallible rule of interpretation of Scripture is the Scripture itself: and therefore, when 
there is a question about the true and full sense of any Scripture (which is not manifold, but 
one), it must be searched and known by other places that speak more clearly.  

c) Jesus, the Prophets and the Apostles constantly used this principle by cross-referencing other 
Scriptures.  
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1) For these things took place that the Scripture might be fulfilled: “Not one of his 
bones will be broken.” And again another Scripture says, “They will look on him 
whom they have pierced.” (John 19:36-37) 

2) Let the elders who rule well be considered worthy of double honor, especially 
those who labor in preaching and teaching. For the Scripture says, “You shall not 
muzzle an ox when it treads out the grain,” and, “The laborer deserves his 
wages.” (1 Tim. 5:17-18) 

d) This Principle of the Analogy of Faith is possible because of the Nature of all Scripture – OT 
and NT – namely, that it is inspired by God.  

All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, for training in righteousness; so that the man of God may be adequate, 
equipped for every good work. (2 Tim. 3:16-17 NASB)  

4. Consequently, things often not clear or appearing incomplete in the OT are informed by comments in the 
NT. 

5. This is so with the life of Moses in Exodus 1-14 … 

a) By faith Moses, when he was grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter, 
choosing rather to be mistreated with the people of God than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of 
sin. He considered the reproach of Christ greater wealth than the treasures of Egypt, for he 
was looking to the reward. By faith he left Egypt, not being afraid of the anger of the king, for 
he endured as seeing him who is invisible. By faith he kept the Passover and sprinkled the 
blood, so that the Destroyer of the firstborn might not touch them. By faith the people crossed 
the Red Sea as on dry land, but the Egyptians, when they attempted to do the same, were 
drowned. (Heb. 11:24-29) 

b) Moses was walking by faith in God when … 

1) He rejected Egyptian royalty for Hebrew identity 

2) He chose to serve God rather than grow rich in Egypt 

3) He left Egypt but then came back as God’s deliverer 

4) Kept the Passover for the first time 

5) He led Israel through the Red Sea to freedom 

c) Please note: a survey of Exodus 2-14. 

6. When we come to Exodus 2:11-25 we see the dark side of Moses’ life and character 

a) He kills an Egyptian 

b) Flees from Egypt 

c) Lives in obscurity, tending sheep, for 40 years.  

7. There are some key lessons in the story for Christians living in our American context, in the year 2016… 

8. Mainly: How NOT to serve God! 

I. THE CRISIS OF MATURITY FOR MOSES (Exodus 2:11-15) 
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One day, when Moses had grown up, he went out to his people and looked on their burdens, and he 
saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of his people.  He looked this way and that, and seeing no 
one, he struck down the Egyptian and hid him in the sand. When he went out the next day, behold, 
two Hebrews were struggling together. And he said to the man in the wrong, “Why do you strike your 
companion?” He answered, “Who made you a prince and a judge over us? Do you mean to kill me 
as you killed the Egyptian?” Then Moses was afraid, and thought, “Surely the thing is known.” When 
Pharaoh heard of it, he sought to kill Moses. But Moses fled from Pharaoh and stayed in the land of 
Midian. And he sat down by a well. (Exodus 2:11-15) 

1. Between Exodus 2:10 and 2:11 a period of 40 years goes by.  

a) Once again, the NT informs the story. (Acts 7:17-29) 

“But as the time of the promise drew near, which God had granted to Abraham, the 
people increased and multiplied in Egypt until there arose over Egypt another king 
who did not know Joseph. He dealt shrewdly with our race and forced our fathers to 
expose their infants, so that they would not be kept alive. At this time Moses was born; 
and he was beautiful in God's sight. And he was brought up for three months in his 
father's house, and when he was exposed, Pharaoh's daughter adopted him and 
brought him up as her own son. And Moses was instructed in all the wisdom of the 
Egyptians, and he was mighty in his words and deeds. “When he was forty years old, it 
came into his heart to visit his brothers, the children of Israel. (Acts 7:17-23) 

 

b) Do we know anything about Moses’ developing years of childhood, youth and young 
manhood?  

c) Yes. From archaeology we know this (John J. Davis: Moses and the God of Egypt; p. 63) 

1) Fortunately, through archaeology and related studies, some light can be shed on 
this period of silence.  Children were generally carefree and played much like 
children do today. They used sticks and stones and made objects of mud and bits of 
broken pottery.  Among the more wealthy children, however, some toys were 
probably used.  A few of these have survived.  They are “… tops, miniature 
weapons, and several elaborate mechanical toys.  One of these has a row of little 
dancing dwarfs on a platform; they are made to jog up and down by means of a 
string. Swimming, horseback riding, hunting, playing with household pets would 
all be part of the experiences of a young boy in Egypt.  

2) As a youth and young man of Royal upbringing Moses would have been trained in 
the use of spear, sword and bow, chariot driving, boxing, wrestling; horsemanship 
and military tactics.  

3) We even know the child Moses’ hair-style 

(1) Girls wore their hair long and loose 

(2) boys had shaved heads with one braided pig tail coming out of the side 
of the head.  
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4) His formal education included Egyptian literature, mythology and religion; writing 
and reading both hieroglyphics and hieratic scripts; copying of texts and letter 
writing, mathematics, languages of surrounding peoples (like the Canaanites and 
Hebrews), governmental management and royal etiquette, engineering, geometry 
and physics, geography and basic law.  

5) And Moses was instructed in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and he was mighty in 
his words and deeds. (Acts 7:22) 

6) John J. Davis: Moses and the God of Egypt; p. 64 

This information not only gives us a better perspective on the boyhood of Moses 
but makes his authorship of the Pentateuch all the more credible.  From a 
theological point of view, we see in these passages a remarkable example of the 
excellency of the providence of God as all things are worked out in accordance 
with His will (Rom. 8:28)  

7) The point: Moses was a born leader and was born to lead.  God prepared him to 
do so in part, through his life in Queen Hatshepsut’s court.  

2. But … Moses was also a troubled soul.  He was torn between his love for two people – of which he felt a 
part of both.  

a) Amran and Jochabed, his Hebrew parents, and his siblings Miriam and Aaron, and the 
Hebrew people.  

1) Amram took as his wife Jochebed his father's sister, and she bore him Aaron and 
Moses, the years of the life of Amram being 137 years. (Ex. 6:20) 

2) “When he was forty years old, it came into his heart to visit his brothers, the 
children of Israel. (Acts 7:23) 

3) note: “to visit his brothers” (brethren) 

b) Hatshepsut, the family of Pharaoh Thutmose (his step-brother), and the Egyptian people.  

c) God was working in his heart to choose one over the other: His spiritual family or His social 
life!  

3. One day, at age 40, Moses went out to look on his Hebrew people. 

a) From the Royal Residence on the Nile to the land of Goshen or, more likely, to a building site 
where Hebrew slaves were working.  

b) Very possible that Moses was superintending a royal building plan.  

c) Hatshepsut would have told Moses of his birth, her discovery, and adoption of Him.  

d) Moses knew he was a Hebrew; his relatives all slaves.  

e) James Macgregor: Exodus, with Introduction, Commentary, Special Notes; p. 106 

There is an arbitrary fancy, that up to this time he did not know who or what he was. His 
mother (nurse) was not sworn to secrecy; and was Miriam repressible?  

4. For 40 years this had torn at Moses; two mothers, two families, two people, both alive and loved in his 
own soul.  And … two Gods with two religions.  
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5. God was forcing Moses to choose his God, his religion, his people and his destiny.  Saving Grace was at 
work in Moses!  

a) “By faith,” the Author of Hebrews states 

b) By faith Moses, when he was grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's 
daughter, choosing rather to be mistreated with the people of God than to enjoy the fleeting 
pleasures of sin. He considered the reproach of Christ greater wealth than the treasures of 
Egypt, for he was looking to the reward. By faith he left Egypt, not being afraid of the anger 
of the king, for he endured as seeing him who is invisible. (Heb. 11:24-27) 

c) “when he was grown up” (Heb. 11:24) draws us pointedly back to Exodus 2:11 

One day, when Moses had grown up, he went out to his people and looked on their 
burdens, and he saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of his people.  He looked this 
way and that, and seeing no one, he struck down the Egyptian and hid him in the sand. 
(Ex. 2:11-12) 

6. Moses’ saw an Egyptian overlord beating a Hebrew slave.  He “snapped” –  

a) looking one way and then another 

b) He struck down the Egyptian; killing him as he had intended to beat the Hebrew slave to 
death.  

c) He then, in guilt, buried the body in a shallow grave. 

7. Was Moses wrong to do this? Was he acting “premeditatedly”? Or in a flash of anger? A “crime of 
passion”? Or with royal justice?  

a) Remember: Moses was a Prince of Egypt. Royalty. 

1) He held the power of death over slaves and subjects. 

2) Doubtful whether he would have been condemned by his step-mother or step-
brother.  

3) The Hebrew verdict would have exonerated him. 

4) The Lex talionis was written in the hearts of all men.  

But if there is harm, then you shall pay life for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, 
hand for hand, foot for foot, burn for burn, wound for wound, stripe for stripe. 
(Ex. 21:23-25) 

5) Remember: The Torah had not yet been revealed to Moses or written down by 
Him. 

6) For when Gentiles, who do not have the law, by nature do what the law requires, 
they are a law to themselves, even though they do not have the law. They show that 
the work of the law is written on their hearts, while their conscience also bears 
witness, and their conflicting thoughts accuse or even excuse them (Rom. 2:14-15) 

b) And that is the deciding factor: His conscience did condemn him because he struck in anger, 
used excessive force, and acted without legal authority.  He killed a man!  

c) James Macgregor: Exodus, with Introduction, etc.; p. 107 



 

EX1603 
 

6 

There was an Egyptian law which made it a capital crime – as if accessory to the fact – to 
look at a murder without attempting to save the violated life.  But this plea might not clear 
Moses: (1) The sufferer may not have been threatened with death by his assailant; (2) The 
assailant may have been his owner, with power of life and death by law; (3) Can a slave have 
any rights? and (4), and above all, Ought not the Hebrews to be repressed in every way? To 
an Egyptian judge or jury, these reasons might be strong.  

d) Moses “gives himself away” in three actions 

1) He looked this way and that, and seeing no one, he struck down the Egyptian and 
hid him in the sand. When he went out the next day, behold, two Hebrews were 
struggling together. And he said to the man in the wrong, “Why do you strike your 
companion?” He answered, “Who made you a prince and a judge over us? Do you 
mean to kill me as you killed the Egyptian?” Then Moses was afraid, and thought, 
“Surely the thing is known.” (Ex. 2:12-14) 

2) He looked to see if anyone was watching the attack. 

3) He buried the body rather than reporting his action. 

4) He thought “Surely the thing is known” (i.e., the killing) 

8. When Thutmose III, Moses’ step-brother and jealous rival, heard of the killing he condemned Moses 
and sought to kill him. 

a) When Pharaoh heard of it, he sought to kill Moses. But Moses fled from Pharaoh and stayed 
in the land of Midian. And he sat down by a well. (Exodus 2:15) 

b) Why? Not because Moses killed a Jewish slave. 

c) But because Moses had made three crucial choices. 

d) By faith Moses, when he was grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter, 
choosing rather to be mistreated with the people of God than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of 
sin. He considered the reproach of Christ greater wealth than the treasures of Egypt, for he 
was looking to the reward. By faith he left Egypt, not being afraid of the anger of the king, for 
he endured as seeing him who is invisible. (Heb. 11:24-27) 

e) First: He insulted Pharaoh’s family by choosing his Hebrew family. (Imagine how difficult 
this was for Moses, who deeply loved Queen Hatshepsut)  

f) By faith Moses, when he was grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter, 
(Heb. 11:24) 

g) Second: He threatened Egypt by positioning himself as a Royal Egyptian leader – a 
“deliverer” over millions of slaves. (Insurrection) 

h) Third: He chose another God, the Hebrew God, and thus renounced everything that was 
“Egyptian”  

i) John J. Davis (p. 63) “Thus in refusing to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, Moses 
was actually refusing reference to an Egyptian deity” … 

j) … and choosing as his own God the one the Egyptians called “the god who is unseen”  
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k) By faith he left Egypt, not being afraid of the anger of the king, for he endured as seeing him 
who is invisible. (Heb. 11:27) 

9. When the Hebrew slave challenged Moses, “who made you a Prince and Judge over us?” Moses was cut 
to the bone.  He fled – away from Thutmose III, away from Egypt, away from the Hebrew plight, and 
even away from God!  

10. Philip Graham Ryken: Exodus: Preaching the Word; pp. 66-67 

It would be forty more years before God would call Moses from the burning bush.  For the time being, 
Moses was operating as a self-appointed savior, taking it upon himself to lead Israel out of Egypt, and 
the Israelites wanted no part of it. Thus Moses could not even settle a simple dispute between two 
Israelites without being charged with homicide.  How, then, could he lead the entire nation out of Egypt? 
His credibility as a leader was destroyed.  By killing the Egyptian, Moses had forfeited the moral 
authority to deliver God’s people.  It would be a long, long time before Moses would regain their respect 
– almost a lifetime, in fact.  His first attempt to rescue the Israelites ended in failure.  But God was 
planning to save his people, and Moses was still part of the plan.  Already he was learning that salvation 
does not come by works. Now he had to go out into the wilderness to learn how to live by faith.  

11. ... for another 40 years!  

II. THE CONCEALED PREPARATION OF MOSES (Exodus 2:16-22) 

Now the priest of Midian had seven daughters, and they came and drew water and filled the troughs 
to water their father's flock. The shepherds came and drove them away, but Moses stood up and 
saved them, and watered their flock. When they came home to their father Reuel, he said, “How is it 
that you have come home so soon today?” They said, “An Egyptian delivered us out of the hand of 
the shepherds and even drew water for us and watered the flock.” He said to his daughters, “Then 
where is he? Why have you left the man? Call him, that he may eat bread.” And Moses was content to 
dwell with the man, and he gave Moses his daughter Zipporah. She gave birth to a son, and he called 
his name Gershom, for he said, “I have been a sojourner in a foreign land.” (Ex. 2:16-22) 

1. Moses flees in a north-easterly direction, across the Isthmus of Suez, and down into the Sinai Peninsula, 
to the region of the Midianites.  

a) Descendants of Abraham through Keturah, his 2nd wife after Sarah died.  

b) Abraham took another wife, whose name was Keturah. She bore him Zimran, Jokshan, 
Medan, Midian, Ishbak, and Shuah. (Gen. 25:1-2) 

c) God-fearing, monotheistic people, who vaguely believed in “the God of Abraham”  

2. Moses came to rest at an Oasis with a well, the property of a Midian Priest-sheik named by three names 
in the OT …  

a) Reuel (Ex. 2:18), Jethro (Ex. 3:1), Raguel (Num. 10:29) 

b) The Patriarch who was the Priest to his clan 

c) Because there was no written Word (scripture), no prescribed worship (tabernacle), and no 
Covenantal Community (church) …  

d) They had a rudimentary faith in “the God who is unseen”  

James Macgregor: Exodus with Introduction, etc.; p. 110 
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Their solitariness, and disappearance from influence in after history, illustrate the value of 
visible ordinances, and a visible society, for the retention and transmission of the religion.  

3. Jethro (Reuel) had 7 daughters, who served his flocks and him as shepherdesses.  

4. One day other (male) shepherds came to accost these young women, drive off their flocks, and steal the 
water for their sheep and goats.  

5. But … a Prince of Egypt was resting nearby; a man with a  

a) Fear of God 

b) Sense of justice 

c) Heart for the underdog 

6. Moses drives off the alien shepherds.  The girls go home and tell Jethro about their rescue by “an 
Egyptian” Deliverer!  

7. Jethro rebukes them for not practicing the reward customs of both gratitude and hospitality. 

a) He said to his daughters, “Then where is he? Why have you left the man? Call him, that he 
may eat bread.” (Ex. 2:20) 

b) Jethro invites Moses to “dwell” there 

c) and for the third time Moses finds a new family 

d) And Moses was content to dwell with the man, and he gave Moses his daughter Zipporah. She 
gave birth to a son, and he called his name Gershom, for he said, “I have been a sojourner in 
a foreign land.” (Ex. 2:21-22) 

e) He marries Jethro’s daughter Zipporah (little bird) 

f) And has born to him the first of his two sons: Gershom (Sojourner or Fugitive)  

g) the other son, born later is Eliezer (my God is my Helper)  

h) Both boys would serve as some of the first Levites of Israel.  

8. This is Moses’ second 40-year stage of life: learning valuable lessons in preparation for leading Israel 
out of Bondage.  

a) Mentoring by the Priest Jethro 

b) Patience as Moses waited on God 

c) Love and Marriage with Zipporah 

d) Fatherhood of Gershom and Eliezer 

e) Humble Service as a shepherd 

f) Living with the Common People in the Midianite clan  

g) Learning all he could about “the God who is unseen”  

h) Solitude and Silence to temper a soul subject to rash actions.  
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9. In Midian God added to Moses’ natural abilities, great Egyptian learning, and developed leadership 
skills, the blessings of character, community and companionship.  These things essential to all 
Spiritual leaders.  

10. All the while, God was watching and waiting to act!  

III. THE CONSIDERATION OF THE GOD OF MOSES (Exodus 2:23-25) 

During those many days the king of Egypt died, and the people of Israel groaned because of their 
slavery and cried out for help. Their cry for rescue from slavery came up to God. And God heard 
their groaning, and God remembered his covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob. God 
saw the people of Israel—and God knew. (Ex. 2:23-25) 

1. A key historical note: “During those many days the king of Egypt died …” 

a) i.e., after 40 years in exile … 

b) Thutmose III died, around 1450 BC. 

c) His eldest son Amenemhat died prematurely 

d) So Amenhotep II (Amunhotpe) became Pharaoh.  

2. Amenhotep buried his father, Pharaoh for 52 years, in grand style (Aidan Dodson: Monarchs of the Nile; 
p. 88) 

His son buried him in his tomb in the Valley of the Kings, the walls of the burial chamber adorned as if a 
huge papyrus had been unrolled against them.  Within, Tuthmosis III was laid to rest in a magnificent 
quartzite sarcophagus, perhaps the finest of its kind ever made. Like so many royal mummies, that of 
Tuthmosis III was disturbed by robbers, and badly damaged.  However, it was salvaged by necropolis 
officials and moved to the hiding-place at Deir el-Bahari, whence it finally came to rest in the Egyptian 
Museum, Cairo.  

3. With Amenhotep II there began Egypt’s most glorious dynasty: “The Kings of the Sun” including the 
most famous of all Pharaohs: Pharaoh Tutankhamun (“King Tut”) 

4. But while Egypt seemed to bask in its invincible glory, the “God who is unseen” was biding His time, 
and paying attention.  

a) He heard their cries of agony and distress –  

During those many days the king of Egypt died, and the people of Israel groaned because 
of their slavery and cried out for help. Their cry for rescue from slavery came up to God 
and God heard their groaning. (Ex. 2:23-24) 

b) He remembered the Covenant He’d made with Israel.  

And God remembered the covenant with Abraham, with Isaac and with Jacob. (Ex. 2:24) 

c) A Covenant of Grace that included Four masterful promises.  

1) Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your 
father's house to the land that I will show you. And I will make of you a great 
nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a 
blessing. (Gen. 12:1-2) 

2) A Promised Land: Canaan (The Holy Land)  
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3) A Seed: Spiritual Descendants by the billions 

After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision: “Fear not, 
Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” And he brought 
him outside and said, “Look toward heaven, and number the stars, if you are 
able to number them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” And 
he believed the Lord, and he counted it to him as righteousness. (Gen. 15:1, 5-
6) 

4) A Blessing: Gospel Religion and Salvation for all mankind. 

I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and 
in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” (Gen. 12:3) 

5) And, fourthly: Deliverance from Bondage in Egypt.  

Then the Lord said to Abram, “Know for certain that your offspring will be 
sojourners in a land that is not theirs and will be servants there, and they will 
be afflicted for four hundred years. But I will bring judgment on the nation that 
they serve, and afterward they shall come out with great possessions. As for 
you, you shall go to your fathers in peace; you shall be buried in a good old 
age. And they shall come back here in the fourth generation, for the iniquity of 
the Amorites is not yet complete.” (Gen. 15:13-16) 

d) God saw the people of Israel. 

5. And then … three powerful, awesome, important words: “and God knew.”  

John Currid: Exodus: EP Study; Vol. 1; pp. 77-78 

The point of this verse is to emphasize that God is not distant from his people, but he knows their labour, 
sighs and groanings.  He was intimate with Israel’s situation of oppression.  

How comforting to know that God does not forget his people, or the promises he has made to them!  He 
is also near to his people.  He maintains a close personal relationship with, and attachment to, them.  He 
truly knows and has an intimacy with what his people endure, whether it be trials, sufferings, or 
temptations.  

The God of the Bible is not distant, or far-removed, from this church.  Deism is not an option for the 
people of God.  He is close to his people, running the universe for their good and for his glory.  

6. This is the God we worship and serve – Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Jethro and Moses’ God!  

7. The God who is unseen, but has now become Incarnate in Jesus Christ!  

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son 
from the Father, full of grace and truth. For from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.  
No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father's side, he has made him known. (John 
1:14-16-18) 

Conclusion: I truly believe there are Five vital lessons, in this passage, that you and I need to learn and live by.  
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1. First: We cannot do the work of God in our own strength, by our political (social) power, and in a spirit 
of anger and frustration toward our neo-pagan society.  

a) Brother James bluntly tells us this fact:  

1) Know this, my beloved brothers: let every person be quick to hear, slow to speak, 
slow to anger; for the anger of man does not produce the righteousness of 
God. Therefore put away all filthiness and rampant wickedness and receive with 
meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls. (James 1:19-21) 

2) Quick to hear: Listen for the voice of God in the Word and godly advice. 

3) Slow to speak: reluctant to shout back in a shrill voice.  

4) Slow to anger: not disquieted by paganism in our land.  

b) i.e., stop being a right-wing, shrill Republican or a left-wing mouthy Democrat, and start 
thinking and speaking as a Christ follower!  

c) How: By receiving the Word implanted in your soul, to help you think, see things and act like 
Jesus Christ. 

d) Note: Moses did not have the Word of God; we do! 

e) Meeting Pharaoh’s force with our own counter force only leads to violence, strife, even 
unwarranted death.  

f) We fight for God with Truth, Prayer and a spirit of compassion! 

2. Second: We must learn to wait on God’s timing and not try to run ahead of God.  Who made Christians 
“a Prince and Judge” over America?  

a) God is not unaware – “and God knew” 

b) Nor is God unconcerned – “God heard their cry” 

c) And God is never too late.  He has a grander plan than saving our middle-class, white, 
suburban, Republican lifestyles!  

d) But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, 
and a thousand years as one day. The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count 
slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should 
reach repentance. (2 Peter 3:8-9) 

e) God wants His people to join Him in saving souls but not society. 

f) We must learn to wait on God, in prayer, in worship and in study of the Word, until He 
changes the way we see our mission to our people (America).  

3. Third: We must come to believe that power, position, privilege and skills are dangerous if not 
undergirded with character.  

a) Moses was a gifted, educated, influential man with a soul out of control, a heart torn in two 
directions, and a woeful lack of character rooted in God!  
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b) America is filled with parents, pastors, principals and Presidents who are smart, educated, 
gifted and well trained to do a “job”, but who lack Christ-like control, moral courage, and 
godly character.  

c) We need men and women of godly character more than we need anything else in America –  

d) If you doubt that, then you choose between Clinton and Trump, and tell me you’re contented 
with such choice.  

e) Adulterous Dads, divorced Parents, fallen Pastors, and unethical Politicians – the fruit of a 
gifted society without character.  

f) Hear me: Character can only be developed in 4 ways 

1) Going through difficult and testing times 

2) Growing up in a stable, Godly home 

3) Learning from spiritually genuine mentors 

4) Living in the worshiping community immersed in God’s Word.  

g) The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, 
and he is not able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned. The spiritual 
person judges all things, but is himself to be judged by no one. “For who has understood the 
mind of the Lord so as to instruct him?” But we have the mind of Christ. (1 Cor. 2:14-16) 

4. Fourth: We must each come to personally know Jesus Christ, the God who is unseen in human flesh.  
Without Jesus we cannot know God, be godlike or serve God well.  

a) No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father's side, he has made him known. 
(John 1:18)  

b) And this is eternal life, that they know you the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have 
sent. (John 17:3) 

c) I can do all things through him who strengthens me. (Phil. 4:13) 

d) I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And 
the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself 
for me. (Gal. 2:20) 

e) Without personal faith in Jesus Christ you will, without any doubt, turn to the gods of our 
culture, and give your lives, your souls, and your eternal destiny to vain idols who cannot 
save you … now or forever!  

f) You must choose one of two trinities!  

1) Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I 
have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age. 
(Matt. 28:19-20) 

2) or money, sex and power.  

g) But, I warn you all: You can only find, know and love the God who is unseen by believing in 
and following His Son whom He has revealed! 
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Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through me. If you had known me, you would have known my Father 
also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.” (John 14:6-7) 

Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and you still do not know me, 
Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the 
Father’? (John 14:9) 

h) We must come to be like Moses: He saw Him who was unseen … by faith… in the hope of 
the Messiah.  

By faith he left Egypt, not being afraid of the anger of the king, for he endured as seeing him 
who is invisible. (Heb. 11:27) 

5. Fifth: Every one of us must make “the choice” – Egypt or Israel, America or the Church. The two are 
never the same.  They cannot coexist for long (if ever). One must prosper; the other be destroyed!  

a) You must make Moses’ choice: leaving all of the riches, glory, pomp and ease of Egypt 
behind to pursue the reward found only in Jesus and His Church!  

b) By faith Moses, when he was grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter, 
choosing rather to be mistreated with the people of God than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of 
sin. He considered the reproach of Christ greater wealth than the treasures of Egypt, for he 
was looking to the reward. (Heb. 11:24-26) 

c) It is painful; people will be greatly disappointed. 

d) It is unpopular: more than a few will be gravely offended. 

e) It is risky; some will strike out at you in anger because you betrayed “their world” 

f) But four vital aspects of life are at stake –  

1) Your name – Your identity as a follower of Christ 

2) Your people – Your forever family: The Church 

3) Your God – The only, living and true God 

4) Your Future – Heaven or Hell!  

6. Unless we do these five things, by God’s grace and in faith: 

a) Choose to work in God’s spirit and love (not anger) 

b) Wait on God’s timing and God’s plan (not our socio-political agenda) 

c) Develop Godly character in family, church, community (beyond skills)  

d) Believe in Jesus Christ and discover the True God 

e) Leave the world to become citizens of the Kingdom of God in the church … 

7. … then we will not be able to show, tell and lead the world to the God who is unseen? Only Christ’s 
“fugitive people” can do this! 

8. Will you become one of them and live that life of faith? 

9. Moses can answer that question for you – “and God knew.” (Ex. 2:25)  


