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Exodus 7:8-24         September 4, 2016 AM 
God Is A Warrior            Exodus 
EX1608          
 

“God Weighs the Heart”  
 

INTRODUCTION:  We mentioned, last Sunday, that our lives are filled with many gods and a plethora of Lords 
… 

1. We shouldn’t be surprised, shocked or offended by this fact.  Paul writes: 

a) For although there may be so-called gods in heaven or on earth—as indeed there are many 
“gods” and many “lords”— yet for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things 
and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through 
whom we exist. (1 Cor. 8:5-6) 

b) This is a spiritual fact of life. 

c) John Calvin: Institutes of the Christian Religion: Book 1, chapter 11; sec 8 (The Knowledge 
of God the Creator); p. 108 

From this we may gather that man’s nature, so to speak, is a perpetual factory of idols. Man’s 
mind, full as it is of pride and boldness, dares to imagine a god according to its own capacity; 
as it sluggishly plods, indeed is overwhelmed with the crassest ignorance, it conceives an 
unreality and an empty appearance as God. To these evils a new wickedness joins itself, that 
man tries to express in his work the sort of God he has inwardly conceived.  Therefore the 
mind begets an idol; the hand gives it birth.  The example of the Israelites shows the origin of 
idolatry to be that men do not believe God is with them unless he shows himself physically 
present.  Daily experience teaches that flesh is always uneasy until it has obtained some 
figment like itself in which it may fondly find solace as in an image of God.  

2. In order for God to save us from sin He must save us from our idols – our counterfeit gods and our false 
Lords.  

3. Behind all idolatry lies the demonic spirit (Satan). 

a) an idol is nothing, in that it represents a myth. 

b) but the spirit of idolatry is real, and very powerful. 

c) Paul is equally as clear about this …  

What do I imply then? That food offered to idols is anything, or that an idol is anything? 
No, I imply that what pagans sacrifice they offer to demons and not to God. I do not want 
you to be participants with demons. (1 Cor. 10:19-20) 

4. The great myth of modern culture is that we are too sophisticated for idols.  The reality of Western 
Culture is that we may well be the crassest of polytheists on the planet! 

5. For the greatest of all spiritual dangers is to deny in ignorance the power and presence of idolatry. 
Because idolatry is the demonic spirit hiding behind good things we love too much!  

6. The Ancient Egyptians believed in magic as the chief power in the universe.  
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7. John Currid: Against the Gods: The Polemical Theology of the Old Testament; pp. 40-41 

In the ancient Near Eastern myths, the most powerful gods were the ones that harbored the greatest 
amount of magical prowess. Magic was the ultimate power in the universe, even about the gods 
themselves.  

8. In their view of magic, the Egyptians believed that divine power (magic) indwelt inanimate objects: 
crowns, thrones, sacred objects, temple furniture, etc.  

a) but especially the rod/staff (matteh) 

b) the “rod of god” was possessed by both Pharaohs and magicians as a holy/ magical staff. 

c) These holy rods were tipped with the images of gods and goddesses whose power they 
possessed. 

d) The Rod of Pharaoh was the incarnation of the power of the gods entrusted to him.  

9. Illustration: (overhead slide) Look again at the Egyptian Scroll of the Dead. Notice the gods sitting at 
the top of the picture. Every one of them carries a rod or staff (“the crook”) in their hand: a symbol of 
their magical power.  

10. Pharaoh’s rod was bestowed upon him at his coronation. The gods gave him sovereignty with his staff.  

Stand (as king) over it, over this land which has come forth from Atum, 
The spittle which has come forth from the beetle. 
Be (king) over it; be high over it, 
That thy father may see thee,  
That he may see thee. 
He comes to thee, O father of his; 
He comes to thee, O Re …  
Let him grasp the Heavens 
And receive the Horizon; 
Let him dominate the Nine Bows 
And equip (with offerings) the Ennead. 
Give the crook into his hand. 
So that the head of Lower and Upper Egypt shall be bowed.  

11. Pharaoh’s rod looked like a shepherd’s staff, with a crook at the end; like an Anglican bishop’s staff.  

a) John Currid: “The crook was simply the repository of the deific force of royalty.” (p. 115) 

b) Pharaoh was the “Shepherd of Egypt.” John Currid explains … (pp. 115-116) 

The shepherd’s staff as an emblem of authority of the gods was an early Egyptian belief and 
custom. The crook became one of the most significant characteristics of Osiris beginning in 
the Late Predynastic period and continuing throughout the dynastic ages. Osiris, of course, 
rose to the level of universal deity in Egypt.  He was king of the underworld and conqueror of 
death, and he embodied the Egyptian conception of kingship. Numerous symbols were 
associated with the cult of Osiris, such as the white crown with plumes, and mummification – 
but no tokens were as prominent as the shepherd’s crook and the flagellum. They simply 
signified all of Osiris’s power, authority, and sovereignty.  
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Egyptian kings wanted to be endowed with the divine right of Osiris: they sought the 
investment of his dominion, force, and omnipotence. Thus, the Pharaohs carried the 
shepherd’s crook and the flagellum as emblems of their identification with Osiris and their 
having received his authority and power.  

The ancient Egyptians truly believed that the royal staff was imbued with magic and the 
power of the gods. The idea that inanimate objects could be charged with power – the power 
of the gods – was always foundational to Egyptian religion.  

12. And, furthermore, this magical power of the gods was also conferred upon royal magicians and the 
rods/staffs they wielded.  Again, Dr. John Currid of RTS Charlotte, fills us in on the background of 
Exodus, chapter 7. (p. 117)  

The magicians of Egypt also carried staffs in order to perform their magical feats. The practice of rod 
divination operated among the magicians of Egypt “from time immemorial … a wonderful rod of which 
they worked wonders.” Just as with the royal staffs, the Egyptians believed the magicians’ rods to be 
charged with superhuman strength. The magicians were thus invested with mysterious magical forces of 
the gods personified in the rods. The crooks simply gave them divine, “magic power.”  

13. All of this sits in the backgrounds of Exodus 7:8-24 

a) Moses and the Power of Magic (7:8-13) 

b) Moses and the God of the Nile (7:14-24) 

I. MOSES CONFRONTS THE POWER OF MAGIC (Ex. 7:8-13) 

Then the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, “When Pharaoh says to you, ‘Prove yourselves by working a 
miracle,’ then you shall say to Aaron, ‘Take your staff and cast it down before Pharaoh, that it may 
become a serpent.’” So Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and did just as the Lord commanded. Aaron 
cast down his staff before Pharaoh and his servants, and it became a serpent. Then Pharaoh summoned 
the wise men and the sorcerers, and they, the magicians of Egypt, also did the same by their secret arts. 
For each man cast down his staff, and they became serpents. But Aaron's staff swallowed up their 
staffs. Still Pharaoh's heart was hardened, and he would not listen to them, as the Lord had said. (Ex. 
7:8-13)  

1. God sends Moses and Aaron to Pharaoh a second time. 

2. Look back at Exodus 7:1. God’s words here are crucial to our understanding of the Exodus story:  

a) And the Lord said to Moses, “See, I have made you like God to Pharaoh, and your brother 
Aaron shall be your prophet. (Ex. 7:1) 

b) The actual Hebrew does not include the word “like”  

c) The Hebrew reads: “I have made you god to Pharaoh.” 

d) And the Lord said to Moses, “See, I have made you God to Pharaoh, and your brother Aaron 
shall be your prophet. You shall speak all that I command you, and your brother Aaron shall 
tell Pharaoh to let the people of Israel go out of his land. (Ex. 7:1-2) 

e) Moses: The Incarnation of God’s power (god) 

f) Aaron: The Mouthpiece of God’s words (prophet)  
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3. Note: Pharaoh was considered a god; a divine person. In fact, the Egyptian religion believed that Pharaoh 
was the incarnation of all the gods. The spirit of the gods indwelt Pharaoh.  

4. Gist: “When I send you to Pharaoh he will see that you are the “god”, not he. The power of YHWH will 
be in you, and his gods’ power in him will be trumped and humiliated by My power in you! You will 
even have your own prophet – your brother Aaron.”  

5. This is important because the message of Exodus is about God the Warrior defeating all the other false 
gods of Egypt. 

a) For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike all the firstborn in the 
land of Egypt, both man and beast; and on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I 
am the Lord. (Ex. 12:12)  

b) It was the gods of Egypt who were judged in the Exodus. They were God’s enemies – not the 
Egyptian people.  

c) Then Moses and the people of Israel sang this song to the Lord, saying, 
“I will sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously; 
the horse and his rider he has thrown into the sea. 
The Lord is my strength and my song, 
and he has become my salvation; 
this is my God, and I will praise him, 
my father's God, and I will exalt him. 
The Lord is a man of war; 
the Lord is his name. 
“Pharaoh's chariots and his host he cast into the sea, 
and his chosen officers were sunk in the Red Sea. 
The floods covered them; 
they went down into the depths like a stone. 
Your right hand, O Lord, glorious in power, 
your right hand, O Lord, shatters the enemy. 
In the greatness of your majesty you overthrow your adversaries; 
you send out your fury; it consumes them like stubble. 
At the blast of your nostrils the waters piled up; 
the floods stood up in a heap; 
the deeps congealed in the heart of the sea. 
The enemy said, ‘I will pursue, I will overtake, 
I will divide the spoil, my desire shall have its fill of them. 
I will draw my sword; my hand shall destroy them.’ 
You blew with your wind; the sea covered them; 
they sank like lead in the mighty waters. 
“Who is like you, O Lord, among the gods? 
Who is like you, majestic in holiness, 
awesome in glorious deeds, doing wonders? (Ex. 15:1-11) 

d) Pharaoh and the gods of Egypt were those whom God judged and destroyed.  

6. John Currid states that this was the “true issue” at the heart of the exodus event. (p. 118) 



 

EX1608 
 

5 

a) The hostilities were not primarily between Moses and Pharaoh, or between Moses and the 
Egyptian magicians, or for that matter, between Israel and Egypt. What the rod confrontation 
portrays is  

… a heavenly combat – a war between the God of the Hebrews and the deities of 
Egypt. For the biblical writer, the whole episode of Israel in Egypt was a matter of 
theology. It was a question of who was the one true God, who was sovereign over the 
operation of the universe, and whose will was to come to pass in heaven and upon 
earth.   

The rod conflict introduces us to that drama in grand theological form: Yahweh, God of 
Israel, engages the gods of Egypt in a contest of power and will.  

b) A power encounter 

c) God against the gods 

d) Oh come, let us sing to the Lord; 
let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! 
Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; 
let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise! 
For the Lord is a great God, 
and a great King above all gods. (Ps. 95:1-3) 

7. Here’s what happened: Moses and Aaron go to Pharaoh a second time, with the same message: “Let my 
people go out of this land that they may worship Me on my holy mountain.”  

a) When God sends Moses and Aaron to Pharaoh, he orders them to challenge Pharaoh to a 
contest of magic.  

b) “Let’s see who is the greater god, this Hebrew God with no name or You – the Pharaoh, the 
Sun King. Let’s see if your power can match Mine!”  

c) Then the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, “When Pharaoh says to you, ‘Prove yourselves by 
working a miracle,’ then you shall say to Aaron, ‘Take your staff and cast it down before 
Pharaoh, that it may become a serpent.’” (Ex. 7: 8-9) 

8. Moses does as he’s commanded – Please note: The issue is no longer Moses’ ability or Aaron’s 
eloquence, or the Israelite’s willingness to follow God. The mission is narrowed to one issue: Is God a 
greater God than the gods of Egypt?” 

a) So Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and did just as the Lord commanded. Aaron cast down 
his staff before Pharaoh and his servants, and it became a serpent. Then Pharaoh summoned 
the wise men and the sorcerers, and they, the magicians of Egypt, also did the same by their 
secret arts. For each man cast down his staff, and they became serpents. But Aaron's staff 
swallowed up their staffs. Still Pharaoh's heart was hardened, and he would not listen to 
them, as the Lord had said. (Ex. 7:10-13) 

b) God or Satan! 

c) Philip Graham Ryken: Exodus; p. 201 
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The great confrontation in Exodus was not simply a dispute between Moses and Pharaoh, or a 
conflict between Israel and Egypt, but a battle between God and Satan. In his exposition of 
the life of Moses, James Boice explained that this “battle pitted Jehovah, the true God, who 
moved Moses and Israel, against all the false gods of the Egyptian pantheon, backed by a host 
of fallen angels who had turned from God as a part of Lucifer’s original rebellion.” Thus the 
exodus was another engagement in the invisible war that continually rages between Heaven 
and Hell.  

9. People always ask me, “Did these magicians possess real spiritual power or were they simply using 
“hocus pocus” magic tricks?  

a) Answer: They possessed supernatural powers derived from demons who masqueraded as gods 
and goddesses.  

b) St. Paul tells us that this is the case: 

Therefore, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “an idol has no real 
existence,” and that “there is no God but one.” For although there may be so-called gods 
in heaven or on earth—as indeed there are many “gods” and many “lords”— yet for us 
there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one 
Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we exist. (1 Cor. 8:4-
6) 

What do I imply then? That food offered to idols is anything, or that an idol is anything? 
No, I imply that what pagans sacrifice they offer to demons and not to God. I do not want 
you to be participants with demons. (1 Cor. 10:19-20) 

c) Jesus repeatedly called Satan “the ruler of this world.” 

d) Paul called Lucifer – “the god of this world.”  

And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. In their case the 
god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the 
light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. (2 Cor. 4:3-4) 

 

e) John would make this astounding statement:  

We know that we are from God, and the whole world lies in the power of the evil 
one. Little children, keep yourselves from idols. (1 John 5:19, 21) 

10. Jehovah God was confronting Satan who deceived Egypt and influenced the Egyptian people through 
demons in the guise of gods, goddesses, magicians and their magic. 

11. Satan had a “lock” on Pharaoh’s heart: 

a) Still Pharaoh's heart was hardened, and he would not listen to them, as the Lord had said. 
(Ex. 7:13) 

b) And the Lord's servant must not be quarrelsome but kind to everyone, able to teach, patiently 
enduring evil, correcting his opponents with gentleness. God may perhaps grant them 
repentance leading to a knowledge of the truth, and they may come to their senses and escape 
from the snare of the devil, after being captured by him to do his will. (2 Tim. 2:24-26) 
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12.  Know this: As Moses confronted Pharaoh Amenhotep II, the Pharaoh would have been seated on this 
throne, staff at hand, wearing the Royal headdress, with a serpent on his forehead.  

a) Overheard slide #2: Depicted here in this artistic drawing …  

b) … and in Overhead slide #3: The Golden Crown Mask of Pharaoh Tutankhamun (“King 
Tut”). 

c) It was symbolized by a cobra with a raise head, ready to strike. 

d) This serpent was the god Mehen who protected the sun-god Re (Ra) on his daily (nightly) 
journey through the dark underworld.  

e) Depicted as existing in nine concentric rings = “words of fire” = nine bows …  

f) Coronation hymn: “Let him (i.e., Pharaoh) dominate the nine bows …” 

g) Mehen thus protected Pharaoh, the firstborn son of Ra. 

13. When Moses’ serpent eats up the serpents of the royal magicians, God was saying to Pharaoh … 

a) Your god Mehen cannot protect you from Me.  

b) In fact, I will shame and destroy the magic of all your gods and goddesses, one at a time, 

c) and there is nothing your gods can do to stop Me.  

14. God has set the stage for the first of Ten Plagues …  

II. MOSES CONFRONT THE POWER OF THE NILE (Ex. 7:14-24) 

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Pharaoh's heart is hardened; he refuses to let the people go. Go to 
Pharaoh in the morning, as he is going out to the water. Stand on the bank of the Nile to meet him, and 
take in your hand the staff that turned into a serpent. And you shall say to him, ‘The Lord, the God of the 
Hebrews, sent me to you, saying, “Let my people go, that they may serve me in the wilderness.” But so 
far, you have not obeyed. Thus says the Lord, “By this you shall know that I am the Lord: behold, with 
the staff that is in my hand I will strike the water that is in the Nile, and it shall turn into blood. The fish 
in the Nile shall die, and the Nile will stink, and the Egyptians will grow weary of drinking water from 
the Nile.”’” And the Lord said to Moses, “Say to Aaron, ‘Take your staff and stretch out your hand over 
the waters of Egypt, over their rivers, their canals, and their ponds, and all their pools of water, so that 
they may become blood, and there shall be blood throughout all the land of Egypt, even in vessels of 
wood and in vessels of stone.’” (Ex. 7:14-19) 

Moses and Aaron did as the Lord commanded. In the sight of Pharaoh and in the sight of his servants he 
lifted up the staff and struck the water in the Nile, and all the water in the Nile turned into blood. And the 
fish in the Nile died, and the Nile stank, so that the Egyptians could not drink water from the Nile. There 
was blood throughout all the land of Egypt. But the magicians of Egypt did the same by their secret arts. 
So Pharaoh's heart remained hardened, and he would not listen to them, as the Lord had said. Pharaoh 
turned and went into his house, and he did not take even this to heart. And all the Egyptians dug along 
the Nile for water to drink, for they could not drink the water of the Nile. (Ex. 7:20-24) 

1. Pharaoh went out to the Nile, each morning, to pay homage to the Egyptian god Hapi … 

a) perhaps for his morning bath as well 
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Now the daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river, while her young women 
walked beside the river. She saw the basket among the reeds and sent her servant woman, 
and she took it. (Ex. 2:5) 

b) Moses met him there and told him, for the third time, to let Israel go into the wilderness to 
worship YHWH. 

c) But this time, the message has a symbol behind it.  

And you shall say to him, ‘The Lord, the God of the Hebrews, sent me to you, saying, “Let 
my people go, that they may serve me in the wilderness.” But so far, you have not 
obeyed. Thus says the Lord, “By this you shall know that I am the Lord: behold, with the 
staff that is in my hand I will strike the water that is in the Nile, and it shall turn into 
blood. The fish in the Nile shall die, and the Nile will stink, and the Egyptians will grow 
weary of drinking water from the Nile.”’” (Ex. 7:16-18) 

2. Pharaoh’s heart was hardened.  He stood there defiantly. 

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Pharaoh's heart is hardened; he refuses to let the people go. (Ex. 
7:14) 

3. Moses hands his sacred staff to Aaron with instructions to stretch the rod over the River Nile, and to 
strike the waters of the Nile … 

a) to strike the god Hapi in the sight of Pharaoh and his royal family and court!  

b) And the Lord said to Moses, “Say to Aaron, ‘Take your staff and stretch out your hand over 
the waters of Egypt, over their rivers, their canals, and their ponds, and all their pools of 
water, so that they may become blood, and there shall be blood throughout all the land of 
Egypt, even in vessels of wood and in vessels of stone.’” Moses and Aaron did as the Lord 
commanded. In the sight of Pharaoh and in the sight of his servants he lifted up the staff and 
struck the water in the Nile, and all the water in the Nile turned into blood. And the fish in the 
Nile died, and the Nile stank, so that the Egyptians could not drink water from the Nile. There 
was blood throughout all the land of Egypt. (Ex. 7:19-21) 

c) Aaron does so and the Nile turns to blood – thick, undrinkable, red, smelly blood! 

And all the Egyptians dug along the Nile for water to drink, for they could not drink 
the water of the Nile. (Ex. 7:24) 

4. The Royal Magicians do the same thing “by their secret arts”  

a) But the magicians of Egypt did the same by their secret arts. So Pharaoh's heart remained 
hardened, and he would not listen to them, as the Lord had said. (Ex. 7:22) 

b) This hardens Pharaoh’s heart even further … 

Pharaoh turned and went into his house, and he did not take even this to heart. (Ex. 7:23) 

c) His own false religion with its false gods and its soothsayer priests and their demonic magic 
are all becoming Pharaoh’s spiritual ruin!  

d) Just as the Psalter says: 

The sorrows of those who run after another god shall multiply;  (Ps. 16:4) 
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5. In striking the Nile River, God smote three very important Egyptian gods – the trinity of prosperity. 

a) Osiris: one of Egypt’s three most important gods.  

(1) Once a Pharaoh who was killed, dismembered and scattered all over Egypt by his 
jealous brother, Seth.  

(2) His wife Isis, with the help of her sister Nephthys, found his body parts and 
resurrected him. 

(3) He became the god of the netherworld (underworld)  

(4) The River Nile was believed to be his bloodstream. 

(5) A source of fertility, resurrection life and renewal.  

(6) He was depicted as a Pharaoh, with a staff and skin the color of the Nile.  

b) Hapy: The god of the Nile floods; the inundation of the Nile in the spring, which deposited 
fertile soil for farming. 

(1) The spring flood was “the arrival of Hapy” 

(2) Richard H. Wilkinson: The Complete Gods and Goddesses of Ancient Egypt; p. 
106.  

The Nile was both the primary source of life in ancient Egypt and, by virtue of its 
cyclic rhythm, a manifestation of cosmic order so that Hapy is thus called creator 
god and even ‘father of the gods’ due to his life-giving and creative ability.  He 
was also appealed to as a caring father and a god who maintained balance in the 
cosmos and thus it was Hapy who held the key to this proper balance of flooding 
and fertility.  As a result of his nature Hapy was called ‘lord of the fishes and 
birds,’ and numerous crocodile gods and frog goddesses were in his retinue.  

(3) He was depicted as a god able to procreate and give life by himself: a pot-bellied 
man, with long hair, and female breasts.  

(4) He supposedly gave birth to Egypt and sustained it.  

(5) Hapy was also called “Lord of the fishes” – the staple of Egyptian diets.  

c) Khnum: a god with a human body and a ram’s head. 

(1) Egypt’s most important ram-god.  

(2) He was the guardian or protector of the Nile River 

(3) He also controlled the floods which Hapy brought each year. 

(4) He was a potter who could mold children out of clay, and thus preserve the 
children of Egypt.  

6. Jehovah smote these three Nile gods with one stoke of his rod:  

a) polluting their life-giving water 

b) killing their fish and ruining their diets 

c) threatening the fertility of their land 
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d) disrupting the rhythms and cycles of their agriculture 

e) laying low the prosperity of their economy.  

7. Note this: The Egyptian magicians could mimic turning water to blood but they could not reverse or 
correct the damage God did to their Sacred River and its gods!  

a) Comical! They made things worse!  

b) Aaron ruined the Nile for one whole week. 

Seven full days passed after the Lord had struck the Nile. (Ex. 7:25) 

c) The foolish magicians ruined other sources of water merely to demonstrate that they too had 
magical power!  

d) John Currid: “The sorcerers were seemingly unable to reverse the plague brought by God, 
but could only intensify it.” (Exodus: EPC; p. 169) 

8. God had but one aim in mind –  

a) What He repeated four times in chapter 6: “I am the Lord” (I am YHWH) 

b) Thus says the Lord, “By this you shall know that I am the Lord: behold, with the staff that is 
in my hand I will strike the water that is in the Nile, and it shall turn into blood. (Ex. 7:17) 

c) … and there shall be blood throughout all the land of Egypt (v. 19) 

d) … There was blood throughout all the land of Egypt (v. 21) 

Conclusion: Would God ever do this to us, here in America?  

1. Candidly, yes. He promised to bring upon the world these same judgments in the Last Days. 

a) The third angel blew his trumpet, and a great star fell from heaven, blazing like a torch, and it 
fell on a third of the rivers and on the springs of water. The name of the star is Wormwood. A 
third of the waters became wormwood, and many people died from the water, because it had 
been made bitter. (Rev. 8:10-11) 

b) The third angel poured out his bowl into the rivers and the springs of water, and they became 
blood. And I heard the angel in charge of the waters say, 

“Just are you, O Holy One, who is and who was, 
for you brought these judgments. 
For they have shed the blood of saints and prophets, 
and you have given them blood to drink. 
It is what they deserve!” 
And I heard the altar saying, 
“Yes, Lord God the Almighty, 
true and just are your judgments!” (Rev. 16:4-7) 

2. Would you think of me as “strange,” or perhaps “uncouth,” or even “morbid” if I told you God was 
striking our beloved homeland – America – in order to slay our three most-important American gods.  

a) First: Just as the Nile was the “highway of Egypt”, the source of all her prosperity, and the 
cause of her cycles of life, so is Wall Street to us.  
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(1) A road/ street by which we measure both our prosperity and the cycles of our life.  

(2) Recessions, Depressions, Banking Meltdowns, inflation, a sick stock market, job 
lay offs, an anemic economy, and a dropping standard of living.  

(3) Our chief god – money – is being spanked by God before our very eyes!  

(4) We measure the goodness of our lives with one measure: money/ wealth.  

(5) Money has become our #1 Idolatry! 

(i) “No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love 
the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You 
cannot serve God and money. (Matt. 6:24) 

(ii) Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, 
impurity, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. (Col. 
3:5) 

(6) Our magic? Money can buy us happiness!  

(7) Tell me: If God took our wealth away could we still possess a good life?  

(8) And he said to them, “Take care, and be on your guard against all covetousness, 
for one's life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.” … And he said 
to his disciples, “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you 
will eat, nor about your body, what you will put on. (Luke 12:15,22) 

b) Second: America’s sister goddess to Mammon (money) is Bounty.  

(1) depicted usually as a bare-breasted woman who is “pleasantly plump” – she’s 
eaten well. 

(2) America is the land of innumerable restaurants, fast food diners and grocery stores 
… 

(3) … complete with opulent menus and so many choices on the shelf that it is 
obscene.  

(4) And, America leads the world in obesity, especially among men and children.  

(i) 34.9% (78.6 million) Americans are obese 

(ii) 17% (12.7 million) American children are obese. 

(iii) 68.8% of Americans are overweight. 

(iv)  And 74% of American men are overweight. 

(5) The pot-bellied god, Hapy, is alive and well in America.  

(6) Their end is destruction, their god is their belly, and they glory in their shame, 
with minds set on earthly things. (Phil. 3:19) 

For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking but of righteousness 
and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. (Romans 14:17) 

c) Third: America’s 3rd grand idol is her children. 
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(1) over-indulged, over-fed, and pampered beyond measure, these kids have been 
shaped out of the clay of our culture …  

(2) Materialism, a bounty of benefits, parents obsessed with making their lives 
trouble-free! 

(3) Our children are even shielded from God, who is not prone to spoil them but to 
disciple them.  

(4) Ironically: The national debt of our consumer nation, our feeding of them food that 
has ruined their health, our family and school debts, and our pampering our 
children is ruining their future!  

(i) Their standard of living and the future economy they will inherit, 

(ii) their health, 

(iii) their ability to face life’s disappointments. 

(5) Our precious children are now in counseling or therapy, on strong medication, 
more addicted to substances, internet or pornography, and less at peace with 
themselves than ever before in American history!  

3. Who is striking our gods? Jesus Christ!  

a) Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, for the devil has been sinning from the 
beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil. (1 John 
3:8) 

b) to destroy the works of the devil – our idols! 

c) And He is doing this as the New Moses! 

(1) striking the magical power of our gods 

(2) pouring out blood on the ground 

d) But its not the Nile, or the Mississippi, or the Catawba River that is turned into blood – it is 
his own sweat!  

(1) And he withdrew from them about a stone's throw, and knelt down and prayed, 
saying, “Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from me. Nevertheless, not my 
will, but yours, be done.” And there appeared to him an angel from heaven, 
strengthening him. And being in an agony he prayed more earnestly; and his sweat 
became like great drops of blood falling down to the ground. (Luke 22:41-44) 

(2) Jesus poured out his own blood to save us from our false gods and raise us to new 
life.  

(3) And he took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, 
saying, “This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of 
me.” And likewise the cup after they had eaten, saying, “This cup that is poured 
out for you is the new covenant in my blood. (Luke 22:19-20) 

(4) If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not 
practice the truth. But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have 
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fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all 
sin. (1 John 1:6-7) 

4. Before you this morning is the Lord’s Table, and spread upon it is the Lord’s Supper …  

a) The body and the blood of Jesus Christ. 

b) It’s powerful message is three-fold … 

(1) First: God the Father has not struck us with the rod of His wrath, but rather His 
own son – the Son of God – in our place.  

(2) Second: Jesus Christ is the only true Savior, for He is the only God who has saved 
us from Satan, sin and eternal death.  All other gods do Satan’s work. Jesus Christ 
came to destroy the work of the devil.  Jesus is the New Moses who sets us free 
from slavery to sin.  

(3) Third: The Power of God is not found in magic but in the Holy Spirit and His 
means of grace: The Gospel, the Word, the Sacraments; the Power of God for 
salvation to all who believe.  

c) This Holy Supper is an emblem united to the Power of God: grace to strengthen your souls. 

5. Jesus is calling us away from Mammon, Bounty and The Children.  He is calling us to the true God –  

And this is eternal life, that they know you the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 
(John 17:3) 

6. And He is standing here, warning us with love, grace and power.  

We know that we are from God, and the whole world lies in the power of the evil one. And we know 
that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding, so that we may know him who is true; 
and we are in him who is true, in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal life. Little 
children, keep yourselves from idols. (1 John 5:19-21) 

 

 

 


