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Exodus 8:1-15       September 11, 2016 AM 
God Is A Warrior            Exodus 
EX1609          
 

“The Frog Princess”  
 

INTRODUCTION: When we read the stories of the OT we often do so without a proper regard for the pagan 
people in these stories … 

1. i.e., the Canaanites, Egyptians, Assyrians, Babylonians, Persians, Greeks or Romans. 

a) We see them only as evil, debase people. (Pagans) 

b) And in many ways, they were debased, evil and perverted. 

c) But in other ways they were people like us!  

2. John J. Davis: Moses and the Gods of Egypt; p. 105.  

One of the fallacies of studying Egyptian history from the standpoint of political movements and 
developments is the dehumanization of the people who participated in that history.  Far too often the 
rewriting of ancient history is nothing more than a drum and bugle rehearsal of militarism and 
political intrigue.  Historians are often notorious for their lack of concern for the average man. To 
understand fully all of the implications of the ten plagues and the exodus which followed this, one 
must look at Egypt in its fullest sense.  

3. What was the “average Egyptian” really like? 

a) Racially: Egypt was a diverse population with northern Egyptians looking Semitic (light 
brown skin, like Jews or Arabs), and southern Egyptians being darker skinned, like Negroid 
people.  

b) Many foreigners lived in Egypt and were assimilated into the Egyptian way of life: Jews, 
Arabs, Sudanese, Canaanites, Babylonians, etc. (Total population: 4-5 million in Moses’ time)  

c) Agriculture was the principal occupation in Egypt.  

d) Aidan Dodson: Monarchs of the Nile; p. 2-3.  

Agriculture was the principal occupation of the Egyptian population, based upon 
small villages, dotted up and down the river.  The nature of the inundation system 
meant that, apart from the period after the rising of the water, when dykes would have 
to be maintained to prevent the waster from leaving the fields too early, or flooding 
habitations, and the physical sowing and harvesting of crops, work was rather easier 
than under perennial cultivation methods: on the other hand, it meant that men could 
more easily be diverted to labour on public works, as they frequently were.  

e) The Egyptians were busy people: they farmed, loved to build temples, monuments, Pyramids; 
devoted themselves to art work and literature; devoted themselves to education, and were 
quite formidable in warfare.  

f) They were far advanced beyond all their surrounding nations. They excelled in mathematics, 
geometry, physics, engineering, astronomy, medicine, architecture, agriculture, fishing and 
the building of ships. The largest library in the Ancient world was in Egypt.  
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g) They were quite literate for an ancient society. More than a few women could read and most 
men could do so. They wrote poetry, fiction and historical accounts; composed music; wrote 
wisdom literature; and prized musical entertainment.  

h) They were generally optimistic people. 

i) John J. Davis: Moses and the Gods of Egypt; p. 106 

In spite of the apparent preoccupation with preparation for death, the average 
Egyptian was a practical optimist.  His songs and poems reflect his general joy of life.  
One song is especially interesting because it is an example of the Egyptian attitude 
towards life, expressing the idea that he should enjoy it to the fullest:  

Be glad, that thou mayest cause thine heart to forget that men will (one day) 
beautify thee. Follow thy desire, so long as thou livest. Put myrrh on thine head, 
clothe thee in fine linen, and anoint thee with the genuine marvels of things of the 
god.  

Spend the day merrily, oh priest! Put ungent and fine oil together to thy nostrils, 
and garlands and lotus flowers … on the body of thy sister whom though favorest, 
as she sitteth beside thee. Set singing music before thy face. Cast all evil behind 
thee and bethink thee of joy …  

j) The Egyptians were impeccably clean people; bathing daily, using oils and lotions to scent 
themselves; men and women using eyeliner to enhance their large brown eyes; clean shaven 
(no beards or sideburns); dressed modestly and simply.  

k) The Egyptians were attractive people. Men were about 5 ft. 5 in. tall; women averaged only 5 
feet. They were slim and fit; the women were petite and shapely. Obesity and overweightness 
was not to be found.  

(1) men shaved their heads or wore a “pony tail’ out of the side of their heads.  

(2) women wore their hair straight and long, with bangs cut across the forehead.  

(3) men and women wore amulets, and jewelry, and wigs.  

l) Note: The Pharaoh Amenhotep II, with whom Moses had to deal, was an exceptionally tall 
man at 6 feet in height.  

m) Most of them lived in small, square houses made out of mud-brick; directly facing the streets 
in well layed out towns or cities. Most had only 4 rooms, and a flat roof that served as a patio. 
Larger and more palatial homes were owned by the wealthy and royalty. Pharaoh’s palace 
was quite impressive.  

n) There were five layers of ancient Egyptian society. 

(1) The Royal line of the “divine” pharaohs (gods) 

(2) The other Royalty of Egypt. 

(3) The professional class: Priests, bureaucrats, generals, etc. 

(4) The working class: merchants, farmers, fishermen, etc. 

(5) The shepherding class and slaves who did all the hard labor.  
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4. You and I would have truly liked these ancient Egyptians – good friends, good neighbors, good workers. 
What we would not have liked was their religion. It was all-pervasive!  

a) Aidan Dodson: Monarchs of the Nile; p. 4 

The all pervading nature of ancient Egyptian religion, rather like Islam, was bound up 
in a way of life, making it very difficult to separate out of the sacred and the profane. 
Personal piety was far more concerned with a person’s own relationship with his or 
her preferred god than the massive ceremonial that surrounded the sate gods. Indeed, 
the latter was a wholly different facet of man’s relationship with the divine sphere, 
being more part of the magical maintenance of the universe than the simple giving of 
praise and offering of prayers. Where the two aspects might coincide was in the area 
of oracles. On festival days, the cult-statue of the deity would be carried out of his or 
her temple in procession, and individuals might place petitions before the image, to 
which the god would indicate assent or rejection.  

b) Polytheism: “How many gods and goddess? Roughly about 80. 

c) Chief God? Re or Ra: The Sun god; father of Pharaoh’s of Egypt. (a man with a falcon/ ram 
head)  

d) Henotheism: devotion to one god while not ignoring or denying the other gods or goddesses.  

e) Animism: the belief in spirits (gods) who were behind the natural forces and created things. 

f) Margaret Bunson: A Dictionary of Ancient Egypt; p. 98 

Animism in Egypt was concerned with the spirits of all natural things as well. The 
Egyptians lived with forces that they did not understand. Storms, earthquakes, floods 
and dry periods all seemed inexplicable, yet the people realized acutely that natural 
forces had an impact on human affairs. The spirits of nature were thus deemed 
powerful, in view of the damage they could inflict on humans. It was also believed that 
the spirits of nature could inhabit human bodies.  

g) Fetishism: a spirit could inhabit an object, thus the belief in amulets, talismans, potients, etc.  

h) Totemism: the idea that gods and their spirits were attached to symbols, statues or even 
specific places (local gods and goddesses) 

i) Animals: the gods were believed to be both in and represented by particular animals. These 
animals became sacred – frogs, crocodiles, falcons, rams, hippopotamus, cranes, hawks, 
eagles, lions and leopards, scarab beetles, etc. (Theophanies of the gods)  

5. As amiable, attractive and accomplished as the Egyptians were, they were rank idolaters, full of 
superstition, spirit-worship, and mythological (and conflicting) stories about “the gods.” 

6. This polytheism had taken its toll on the souls of the Israelites, who had been captive in Egypt for over 
400 years.  

a) They believed in one God – the God of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Joseph.  

b) But they had lost confidence in that God, and had assimilated many Egyptian myths into their 
depressed souls and oppressed lives.  

7. So, God decided to do Three definitive things –  
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a) First: To take Israel out of Egypt in order to take the Egyptian ideas out of Israel. 

b) Second: To judge and humiliate the pantheon of false Egyptian gods, in order to show Israel 
that God is the Lord.  

c) Third: To raise up a deliverer, who was both Jew and an “Egyptian”, to take Israel to a holy 
mountain and write down the true story of creation, fall, flood, the covenant and God’s 
redemptive plan for the world … Moses the Lawgiver. (Genesis-Deuteronomy)  

8. It was absolutely necessary for Israel to be free of Egyptian idolatry in order to know the truth, grow in 
holiness, and serve as the people of God in the world from whom the Messiah would come.  

When the Lord your God cuts off before you the nations whom you go in to dispossess, and you 
dispossess them and dwell in their land, take care that you be not ensnared to follow them, after they 
have been destroyed before you, and that you do not inquire about their gods, saying, ‘How did these 
nations serve their gods?—that I also may do the same.’ You shall not worship the Lord your God in 
that way, for every abominable thing that the Lord hates they have done for their gods, for they even 
burn their sons and their daughters in the fire to their gods. (Deut. 12:29-31) 

9. Thus, the ten plagues brought upon Egypt, Pharaoh and the Egyptian people: To convince them that their 
gods were false and impotent, and that Israel’s God was the singular Lord of the Universe …  

a) And the Lord said to Moses, “See, I have made you God to Pharaoh, and your brother Aaron 
shall be your prophet. You shall speak all that I command you, and your brother Aaron shall 
tell Pharaoh to let the people of Israel go out of his land. But I will harden Pharaoh's heart, 
and though I multiply my signs and wonders in the land of Egypt, Pharaoh will not listen to 
you. Then I will lay my hand on Egypt and bring my hosts, my people the children of Israel, 
out of the land of Egypt by great acts of judgment. The Egyptians shall know that I am the 
Lord, when I stretch out my hand against Egypt and bring out the people of Israel from 
among them.” (Ex. 7:1-5) 

b) First: showing that the staff of God had more power than the magic rods of the Egyptian 
Priests.  

c) Second: turning the sacred River Nile into blood. 

d) Third: bringing a plague of frogs out of the Nile.  

10. We turn now to Exodus 8:1-15, and the second plague: God’s judgement of The Frog Princess!  

I. GOD’S JUDGEMENT ON THE GODDESS HEKET (Ex. 8:1-7) 

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Go in to Pharaoh and say to him, ‘Thus says the Lord, “Let my people go, 
that they may serve me. But if you refuse to let them go, behold, I will plague all your country with 
frogs. The Nile shall swarm with frogs that shall come up into your house and into your bedroom and on 
your bed and into the houses of your servants and your people, and into your ovens and your kneading 
bowls. The frogs shall come up on you and on your people and on all your servants.”’”  And the Lord 
said to Moses, “Say to Aaron, ‘Stretch out your hand with your staff over the rivers, over the canals and 
over the pools, and make frogs come up on the land of Egypt!’” So Aaron stretched out his hand over the 
waters of Egypt, and the frogs came up and covered the land of Egypt. But the magicians did the same by 
their secret arts and made frogs come up on the land of Egypt. (Ex. 8:1-7) 

1. Moses goes to Pharaoh, now for a third time …  
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a) He waits one week after he struck the Nile and turned it into blood 

Seven full days passed after the Lord had struck the Nile. (Ex. 7:25) 

b) He delivers to Pharaoh the same message –  

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Go in to Pharaoh and say to him, ‘Thus says the Lord, “Let 
my people go, that they may serve me.  (Ex. 8:1) 

c) But this time Moses tells Pharaoh that his hardened heart will cause another (second) plague 
to come upon Egypt unless he repents and relents …  

But if you refuse to let them go, behold, I will plague all your country with frogs. The Nile 
shall swarm with frogs that shall come up into your house and into your bedroom and on 
your bed and into the houses of your servants and your people, and into your ovens and 
your kneading bowls. The frogs shall come up on you and on your people and on all your 
servants.”’”  (Ex. 8:2-4) 

d) Note: God repeats the warning: This plague will fall on “your people”  

e) Pharaoh stubbornly said nothing: The silence of contempt.  

f) So … God tells Moses to stretch his hands out over all the waters of Egypt and bring forth a 
hoard of frogs.  

(1) And the Lord said to Moses, “Say to Aaron, ‘Stretch out your hand with your staff 
over the rivers, over the canals and over the pools, and make frogs come up on the 
land of Egypt!’” So Aaron stretched out his hand over the waters of Egypt, and the 
frogs came up and covered the land of Egypt. (Ex. 8:5-6) 

(2) the rivers … the canals … the pools … 

(3)  Their irrigation system used for farming and their canals used for travel and 
commerce.  

2. Why a plague of frogs? A “sacred” animal that was the theophany of the goddess Heket.  

a) She was a major deity in Egypt, associated with the god Osiris and his family 

(1) Osiris: god of the netherworld 

(2) Isis: the sister-wife of Osiris 

(3) Together they conceived Horus 

(4) Horus fought with Seth (his uncle and Osiris’ Brother) for control of the Kingdom 
of Egypt. After 80 years Horus was victorious.  

(5) The aged Horus took the name Harwer 

(6) Heket became Harwer’s wife.  

b) Hence: “The Frog princess” (a female with a frog head) 

c) also said to be the wife of Khnum: god of the Nile River who controlled its inundation every 
spring. 
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d) Khnum created people out of mud of the Nile, and Heket breathed life into them, placed them 
into the womb, superintended their birth.  

e) Because frogs came with the spring floods of the Nile River, the frog became the Theophany 
of Heket 

3. John J. Davis: Moses and the Gods of Egypt; p. 108 

These associations caused the Egyptians to deify the frog and make the theophany of the goddess 
Heqt a frog. Heqt was the wife of the great god Khnum. She was the symbol of resurrection and the 
emblem of fertility. It was also believed that Heqt assisted women in childbirth. Heqt was one of the 
eight primeval gods. The frog was one of a number of sacred animals that might not be intentionally 
killed, and even their involuntary slaughter was often punished with death.  

4. The Eight primeval gods and goddesses were pictured as four gods with frog heads and four goddess 
wives with snake heads. 

a) each pair represented the male-female aspect of the four creative powers and sources of all 
life.  

(1) water (chaos) 

(2) eternity 

(3) darkness 

(4) air 

b) They were collectively known as the Ogdoad (“the Eight”) 

c) They came to live on an Island on the River Nile: Hermopolis. 

d) They helped control the annual cycle of flood, fertility, and recession of the Nile: The cycle of 
life.  

5. Heket became the goddess of fertility, childbirth and pregnant women. 

a) The midwives of Egypt were called “the servants of Heket” 

b) Pregnant women wore amulets of a frog/ Heket 

c) Her ability to breathe life into children at birth made her the goddess of resurrection as well. 

d) Her amulets were inscribed with these words: “I am the resurrection.”  

6. But YHWH struck the frogs, the goddess Heket, and the Egyptian myths of childbirth, fertility and 
resurrection!  

7. The irony is amazing … 

a) First: The impeccably neat and clean Egyptians were inundated with filthy frogs! 

b) Second: The sheer number and nuisance of these frogs forced Egypt to kill a sacred animal … 
out of necessity.  

c) Third: Their desperation for water was made worse – now what water they found was filled 
with little, green, river frogs!  

8. But Pharaoh was hard of heart. He commanded his court magicians to do the same …  
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a) But the magicians did the same by their secret arts and made frogs come up on the land of 
Egypt. (Ex. 8:7) 

b) making a bad situation worse! 

c) But again: Pharaoh did not ask them to take the frogs away because he already knew they 
could not do so! 

9. But even Pharaoh’s pride has a limit …  

II. PHARAOH’S BUCKLING UNDER THE ROD OF GOD      (Ex. 8:8-15) 

Then Pharaoh called Moses and Aaron and said, “Plead with the Lord to take away the frogs from me 
and from my people, and I will let the people go to sacrifice to the Lord.” Moses said to Pharaoh, “Be 
pleased to command me when I am to plead for you and for your servants and for your people, that the 
frogs be cut off from you and your houses and be left only in the Nile.” And he said, “Tomorrow.” Moses 
said, “Be it as you say, so that you may know that there is no one like the Lord our God. The frogs shall 
go away from you and your houses and your servants and your people. They shall be left only in the 
Nile.” So Moses and Aaron went out from Pharaoh, and Moses cried to the Lord about the frogs, as he 
had agreed with Pharaoh. And the Lord did according to the word of Moses. The frogs died out in the 
houses, the courtyards, and the fields. And they gathered them together in heaps, and the land stank. But 
when Pharaoh saw that there was a respite, he hardened his heart and would not listen to them, as the 
Lord had said. (Ex. 8:8-15) 

1. Pharaoh blinks. He flinches. And in a moment of desperate weakness he relents and gives in …  

Then Pharaoh called Moses and Aaron and said, “Plead with the Lord to take away the frogs from 
me and from my people, and I will let the people go to sacrifice to the Lord.” (Ex. 8:8) 

2. Moses treats Pharaoh with great deference and respect 

a) Moses said to Pharaoh, “Be pleased to command me when I am to plead for you and for your 
servants and for your people, that the frogs be cut off from you and your houses and be left 
only in the Nile.” And he said, “Tomorrow.” Moses said, “Be it as you say, so that you may 
know that there is no one like the Lord our God. (Ex. 8:9-10) 

b) literally “Glorify yourself over me as to when I should pray for you …” 

c) John Currid: “I trust in my God to the point that I will give you the advantage over me.” 

3. But Moses was not only being polite. He was being profound and prophetic …  

a) “Be it as you say, so that you may know that there in no one like the LORD our God.” (v. 10) 

b) Douglas K. Stuart: Exodus; NAC; p. 208 

If the king could say when the frogs would go away, he would personally know that the 
timing was not due to the simple consequences of natural processes or a fiat of the gods of 
the Egyptians but the sovereignty of the God of Israel. Theologically, therefore, this 
plague was the point by which Pharaoh should have been able to admit that there was a 
true, powerful God behind the demands voiced by Moses.  

c) The frogs shall go away from you and your houses and your servants and your people. They 
shall be left only in the Nile.” So Moses and Aaron went out from Pharaoh, and Moses cried 
to the Lord about the frogs, as he had agreed with Pharaoh. And the Lord did according to 



 

EX1609 
 

8 

the word of Moses. The frogs died out in the houses, the courtyards, and the fields. And they 
gathered them together in heaps, and the land stank. (Ex. 8:11-14) 

4. Can you imagine the stench, the piles of rotting frogs, the slimly, filthy aftermath, and the horror of 
finding dead frogs in kitchen bowls, bedrooms, pantries, wells and a thousand other places? 

5. One writer, Harry Rimmer describes the scene with these vivid words (Dead Men Tell Tales, p. 105; 
www.knowingtheBible.net)  

“Like a blanket of filth the slimy, wet monstrosities covered the land, until men sickened at the 
continued squashing crunch of the ghastly pavement they were forced to walk upon. If a man’s feet 
slipped on the greasy mass of their crushed bodies, he fell into an indescribably offensive mass of 
putrid uncleanness, and when he sought water to cleanse himself, the water was so solid with frogs, 
he got no cleansing there.”  

6. Illustration: When I was about 10-11 years old I found a school of tadpoles in a creek. I scooped them 
up into a jar; took them home and placed them in a galvanized wash-tub in the basement of our home.  
As they turned into tiny frogs I placed a screen over the tub to keep them in the water. One problem: 
somehow the screen got knocked off the tub. Our basement was filled with croaking, crawling, hopping 
little frogs, who even made it up the stairs into my mother’s kitchen.  My parents were slightly upset!  

7. But as the piles of burning dead frogs gave off their stench, Pharaoh changed his mind. 

a) But when Pharaoh saw that there was a respite, he hardened his heart and would not listen to 
them, as the Lord had said. (Ex. 8:15) 

b) Like so many hardened sinners, “Lord, if you’ll only do _______ for me, then I will 
_______.” 

c) Only to go back to godless ways when divine “respite” comes.  

8. Pharaoh’s problem is highlighted again: “he hardened his heart and would not listen to them, as the 
LORD had said.” (v. 15) 

III. OUR APPLICATION OF THE FROG PLAGUE  

1. There is danger in trying to apply every plague against Egypt to something in our American lives. 

a) I did not try to do this when I examined the judgments of God in the Book of Revelation. 

b) Nor will I attempt to do so with the plagues in Egypt.  

c) To do so would result in moralism.  

2. But I do believe this is a fascinating fact: The plagues of Egypt are repeated, in part, in the bowl 
judgments in Revelation 15 and 16.  

a) Telling me at least this: The Judgements of God on people of the OT … 

b) continue on the people of the earth to the end of time …  

c) and for one main reason: Idolatry 

The rest of mankind, who were not killed by these plagues, did not repent of the works 
of their hands nor give up worshiping demons and idols of gold and silver and bronze 
and stone and wood, which cannot see or hear or walk, nor did they repent of their 
murders or their sorceries or their sexual immorality or their thefts. (Rev. 9:20-21) 
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d) i.e., hardened hearts against the LORD.  

3. I also noticed this: Frogs are only mentioned four times in all of the Bible …  

a) Three times with reference to this second plague on Egypt. 

(1) In Exodus 8:1-15 (11 times the word frogs occurs) 

(2) They tested God again and again 
and provoked the Holy One of Israel. 
They did not remember his power 
or the day when he redeemed them from the foe, 
when he performed his signs in Egypt 
and his marvels in the fields of Zoan. 
He turned their rivers to blood, 
so that they could not drink of their streams. 
He sent among them swarms of flies, which devoured them, 
and frogs, which destroyed them. (Ps. 78:41-45) 

He let loose on them his burning anger, 
wrath, indignation, and distress, 
a company of destroying angels. (Ps. 78:49) 

(3) He sent Moses, his servant, 
and Aaron, whom he had chosen. 
They performed his signs among them 
and miracles in the land of Ham. 
He sent darkness, and made the land dark; 
they did not rebel against his words. 
He turned their waters into blood 
and caused their fish to die. 
Their land swarmed with frogs, 
even in the chambers of their kings. (Ps. 105:26-30) 

b) And then, a fourth and last time, in Revelation 16 

(1) The Bowl Judgments #6 

(2) The sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great river Euphrates, and its water 
was dried up, to prepare the way for the kings from the east. And I saw, coming 
out of the mouth of the dragon and out of the mouth of the beast and out of the 
mouth of the false prophet, three unclean spirits like frogs. For they are demonic 
spirits, performing signs, who go abroad to the kings of the whole world, to 
assemble them for battle on the great day of God the Almighty. (Rev. 16:12-14) 

(3) Frogs = unclean spirits = demonic spirits 

c) Just as the Apostle Paul warned us:  

What do I imply then? That food offered to idols is anything, or that an idol is 
anything? No, I imply that what pagans sacrifice they offer to demons and not to God. I do 
not want you to be participants with demons. (1 Cor. 10:19-20) 
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d) The Frog Princess is alive and well. (Idolatry in America)  

e) destroying Angels vs demonic spirits!  

4. If you’re like me you say to yourself, “Why would God judge, punish and afflict a nice people like these 
Egyptian people?”  

a) or wipe out a village of Canaanites, killing men, women, and “innocent children”; 

b) allow Israel to forcibly take the homeland of those in ancient Palestine;  

c) etc … etc … etc… 

5. This is the question of Theodicy (the justification of God): Why would a good and loving God allow 
(command; or do) such violence and evil in His world? And even use His OT Church to do these things?  

6. There are four responses I must give to this series of questions.  

a) First: The answer to the problem of Theodicy is not truly knowable. Unless God tells us why, 
we are only proffering educated guesses as to why God does what He does.  

b) Second: When we ask this question we overestimate the innocence of people, we 
underestimate the depravity of mankind, and we ignore the holiness of God.  

(1) Dr. Richard Fisher of Moody Bible Institute: “Why Doesn’t God Seem Loving in 
the Old Testament?”  

In my experience, people question the love of God in the Old Testament because 
they underestimate the terrible effects of evil, the far-reaching consequences of sin, 
and the high price that must be paid for redemption. It is easy to forget the times 
when evil has pounced on the weak, persecuted the helpless, and devoured the 
nations. As people dream of a social paradise, they tend to sweep the actual threat 
of sin under a politically correct rug, turning a blind eye toward the realities of 
human depravity. In truth, justice itself can be an extension of God’s love, in 
halting the ruinous evil that will only serve to harm more lives.  

(2) God would never harm a people unless in doing so He was fostering the general 
good of mankind and curbing worse forms of evil.  

(3) The Lord is gracious and merciful, 
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
The Lord is good to all, 
and his mercy is over all that he has made. (Ps. 145:8-9) 

Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, 
and your dominion endures throughout all generations. 
The Lord is faithful in all his words 
and kind in all his works. 
The Lord upholds all who are falling 
and raises up all who are bowed down. 
The eyes of all look to you, 
and you give them their food in due season. 
You open your hand; 
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you satisfy the desire of every living thing. 
The Lord is righteous in all his ways 
and kind in all his works. 
The Lord is near to all who call on him, 
to all who call on him in truth. 
He fulfills the desire of those who fear him; 
he also hears their cry and saves them. 
The Lord preserves all who love him, 
but all the wicked he will destroy. (Ps. 145:13-20) 

c) Third: God has consistently brought warnings, then judgment, and finally destruction upon 
peoples who reject Him and turn to other gods.  

(1) He did so to the whole world when he sent the flood on the earth and saved Noah’s 
family. 

When man began to multiply on the face of the land and daughters were born 
to them, the sons of God saw that the daughters of man were attractive. And 
they took as their wives any they chose. Then the Lord said, “My Spirit shall 
not abide in man forever, for he is flesh: his days shall be 120 years.” (Gen. 
6:1-3) 

The Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every 
intention of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. And the Lord 
regretted that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him to his 
heart. So the Lord said, “I will blot out man whom I have created from the face 
of the land, man and animals and creeping things and birds of the heavens, for 
I am sorry that I have made them.” But Noah found favor in the eyes of the 
Lord. (Gen. 6:5-8) 

(2) He judged Assyria, Babylon, Persia, Greece, Rome … 

(3) He sent His own people, Israel, into Babylonian exile for 70 years because of their 
idolatry. 

(4) God is gracious, consistent but determined!  

d) Fourth: God protected Israel from idolatry, judged Israel from idolatry and purged Israel 
from idolatry for one purpose, 

(1) His only Son, Jesus Christ 

(2) God removed Israel from pagan Egypt so that they could become a pure incubator 
for the birth of a Messiah. 

(3) He said so …  

“When the Lord your God cuts off before you the nations whom you go in to 
dispossess, and you dispossess them and dwell in their land, take care that you 
be not ensnared to follow them, after they have been destroyed before you, and 
that you do not inquire about their gods, saying, ‘How did these nations serve 
their gods?—that I also may do the same.’ You shall not worship the Lord your 
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God in that way, for every abominable thing that the Lord hates they have done 
for their gods, for they even burn their sons and their daughters in the fire to 
their gods. “Everything that I command you, you shall be careful to do. You 
shall not add to it or take from it. (Deut. 12:29-32) 

(4) Why? So Jesus of Nazareth would not be a Jew with idolatrous practices in His 
life!  

(5) All the strict Mosaic Laws, all God’s holy discipline of Israel, and all God’s 
judgments on Israel’s OT enemies … 

(6) was for one reason: to protect Jesus of Nazareth from the pollutions of sin, idolatry 
and immorality.  

7. Why? So that Jesus Christ could be a sinless Savior upon whom the wrath of God would fall, in 
judgment of all sin and idolatry.  

For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to 
God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, (1 Peter 3:18) 

My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we 
have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. He is the propitiation for our sins, and 
not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. (1 John 2:1-2) 

For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God. (2 Cor. 5:21) 

8. These judgments on Egypt remind us of God’s love for mankind:  

a) His determination to eliminate sin from the world 

b) His jealous love for human beings who tend toward idolatry 

c) His efforts to warn us about the coming final judgement 

d) His protection of His beloved Church 

e) His presentation of a Messiah who was a sinless man, a moral person, the one true God in 
human flesh.  

And this is eternal life, that they know you the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you 
have sent. (John 17:3) 

9. Aren’t we glad today that God judged the idols of Egypt, took His people to a promised land and fights 
against idolatry even to this day! 

The sorrows of those who run after another god shall multiply; (Psalm 16:4a) 

10. Most of all: We are glad that the boy Jesus was never taught to kiss the Frog Princess in worship. And 
then grew up as the Man of God who saved us from all our idols!  

Nevertheless, he looked upon their distress, 
when he heard their cry. 
For their sake he remembered his covenant, 
and relented according to the abundance of his steadfast love. 
He caused them to be pitied 
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by all those who held them captive. 
Save us, O Lord our God, 
and gather us from among the nations, 
that we may give thanks to your holy name 
and glory in your praise. 
Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, 
from everlasting to everlasting! 
And let all the people say, “Amen!” 
Praise the Lord! (Ps. 106:44-48) 

 


