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Psalm 29        September 18, 2016 PM 
Prayerbook of the Bible           Prayer/Psalms 
PS1629              
 

“The Voice of God” 

INTRODUCTION: I love a strong, thunder-clapping, dark-clouded, windy summer thunderstorm.  

1. I know this is odd, but it derives from my youthful years in Ohio.  

a) In the heat of summer vectors of hot, moist air out on the plains of Kansas, Nebraska and 
Wyoming would form huge thunderstorms … 

b) … black clouds, lightening bolts and often tornadoes … 

c) … and they’d sweep off the plains, roll over Iowa, Illinois and Indiana …  

d) … and reaching even into the state of Ohio.  

2. Many a summer day at the swimming pool, out riding my bike, or playing baseball with neighborhood 
friends, our little lives were interrupted by darkening skies, the distant rumbling of thunder, flashing bolts 
of “fire from the sky,” and then the sound of the weather siren that would send us into the basement of 
our home for safety, to wait out the storm.  I loved it!  

3. Even to this day, Jane and I love to go to sleep at night to the sounds of a thunderstorm.  

4. David appears to have been like me: He frequently writes about God coming to us in theophanies, in the 
power and beauty of nature.  

a) O Lord, our Lord, 
how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
You have set your glory above the heavens. 
Out of the mouth of babies and infants, 
you have established strength because of your foes, 
to still the enemy and the avenger. 
When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, 
the moon and the stars, which you have set in place, 
what is man that you are mindful of him, 
and the son of man that you care for him? (Ps. 8:1-4) 

b) The heavens declare the glory of God, 
and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. 
Day to day pours out speech, 
and night to night reveals knowledge. 
There is no speech, nor are there words, 
whose voice is not heard. 
Their voice goes out through all the earth, 
and their words to the end of the world. 
In them he has set a tent for the sun, 
which comes out like a bridegroom leaving his chamber, 
and, like a strong man, runs its course with joy. 
Its rising is from the end of the heavens, 
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and its circuit to the end of them, 
and there is nothing hidden from its heat. 
The law of the Lord is perfect, 
reviving the soul; 
the testimony of the Lord is sure, 
making wise the simple; (Ps. 19:1-7) 

c) Bless the Lord, O my soul! 
O Lord my God, you are very great! 
You are clothed with splendor and majesty, 
covering yourself with light as with a garment, 
stretching out the heavens like a tent. 
He lays the beams of his chambers on the waters; 
he makes the clouds his chariot; 
he rides on the wings of the wind; 
he makes his messengers winds, 
his ministers a flaming fire. (Ps. 104:1-4) 

d) In my distress I called upon the Lord; 
to my God I cried for help. 
From his temple he heard my voice, 
and my cry to him reached his ears. 
Then the earth reeled and rocked; 
the foundations also of the mountains trembled 
and quaked, because he was angry. 
Smoke went up from his nostrils, 
and devouring fire from his mouth; 
glowing coals flamed forth from him. 
He bowed the heavens and came down; 
thick darkness was under his feet. 
He rode on a cherub and flew; 
he came swiftly on the wings of the wind. 
He made darkness his covering, his canopy around him, 
thick clouds dark with water. 
Out of the brightness before him 
hailstones and coals of fire broke through his clouds. 
The Lord also thundered in the heavens, 
and the Most High uttered his voice, 
hailstones and coals of fire. (Ps. 18:6-13) 

5. Biblical scholars call these Psalms “Nature Psalms.” And David’s best Psalms fall into this genre.  

a) Born out of his youth, his childhood in Bethlehem, and his years of tending his father’s flocks 
in the great outdoors.  

b) Michael Wilcock: Message of the Psalms 1-72: BST; p. 29 



 

PS1629 
 

3 

From boyhood David, like Jesus, would have recognized the glory of God in the wonders 
of creation. As in due course he would write of the vastness of the night sky in Psalm 8 
and of the tyrannous heat of noonday in Psalm 19, so in Psalm 29 he would describe the 
clamour of the thunder. He would see here in the storm, as there in the starlight and the 
sunlight, somethings of ‘God’s invisible qualities … understood from what has been 
made.’  

c) For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to them. For 
his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly 
perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made. So they are 
without excuse. (Romans 1:19-20) 

6. William Arthur Dunkerley (1852-1941) was a British journalist, poet and novelist. He wrote under the 
pen-name of John Oxenham for his poetry, hymn-writing and novels. He was one of the original 
novelists to produce Biblical fiction. Some of his better known works are:  

a) In Christ There Is No East or West (a hymn; 1908) 

b) Christ and the Third Wise Man, Splendor of the Dawn, and several books of Christian Poems; 

c) and The Hidden Years (novel, 1927, about the life of Jesus Christ from age 12 to public 
ministry) 

7. In that last work – The Hidden Years – one of Jesus’ young friends tells about how Christ reacted to a 
great thunderstorm that suddenly arose (Psalms 1-72; BST, p. 100, Michael Wilcock)  

I saw a great black cloud sweeping in from the West and darkening all the sky … The thunder was 
clapping all about us … long before we began to climb the hill. But the boy seemed to actually like it, 
for he began singing at the top of his voice … ‘It is the Glory of God that thundereth… Eloi! Eloi! 
Eloi!’ … With his arms thrown up towards the terrible black sky … he sang amid the thunder claps, 
and his voice was steady as a trumpet, and he knew no fear.  

8. The Septuagint (LXX), the Greek translation of the OT, carries the superscription: A Psalm of David of 
the solemn assembly of the Tabernacle.  

a) Elmer A. Leslie: The Psalms Translated and Interpreted in the Light of Hebrew Life and 
Worship; p. 136 

According to the superscription of the psalm as given in the Septuagint it was the special 
psalm for the eighth or final day of the Festival of Tabernacles. Such evidence of its 
association with the ritual of this festival, while not earlier than about 250 B.C., probably 
preserves some authentic reminiscence that the psalm was created for it.  

b) And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, “Speak to the people of Israel, saying, On the fifteenth 
day of this seventh month and for seven days is the Feast of Booths to the Lord. On the first 
day shall be a holy convocation; you shall not do any ordinary work. For seven days you shall 
present food offerings to the Lord. On the eighth day you shall hold a holy convocation and 
present a food offering to the Lord. It is a solemn assembly; you shall not do any ordinary 
work. (Leviticus 23:33-36) 

These are the appointed feasts of the Lord, which you shall proclaim as times of holy 
convocation, for presenting to the Lord food offerings, burnt offerings and grain offerings, 
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sacrifices and drink offerings, each on its proper day, besides the Lord's Sabbaths and besides 
your gifts and besides all your vow offerings and besides all your freewill offerings, which you 
give to the Lord. (Leviticus 23:37-38) 

On the fifteenth day of the seventh month, when you have gathered in the produce of the land, 
you shall celebrate the feast of the Lord seven days. On the first day shall be a solemn rest, 
and on the eighth day shall be a solemn rest. And you shall take on the first day the fruit of 
splendid trees, branches of palm trees and boughs of leafy trees and willows of the brook, and 
you shall rejoice before the Lord your God seven days. You shall celebrate it as a feast to the 
Lord for seven days in the year. It is a statute forever throughout your generations; you shall 
celebrate it in the seventh month. You shall dwell in booths for seven days. All native 
Israelites shall dwell in booths, that your generations may know that I made the people of 
Israel dwell in booths when I brought them out of the land of Egypt: I am the Lord your God. 
(Leviticus 23:39-43) 

9. Psalm 29 became known as “The Hymn of the Seven Thunders”  

a) because of the Voice of the Lord, compared to Thunder, is mentioned 7 times in the heart of 
the Psalm (vv. 3-9) 

b) Psalm 29 is a very purposefully constructed Psalm. 

(1) It is comprised of 11 verses 

(2) But in a 2-7-2 arrangement 

c) First: Two verses about the Worship of God in Heaven 

d) Second: Seven verses about the Worship of God in Nature. 

e) Third: Two verses about the Worship of God on Earth 

f) The sweep of the Psalm: Heaven, The Storm, The Earth. 

10. But as pronounced as its structure is the repetition and parallelism in this Psalm  

a) Three times Angels are told to Ascribe (give to) God due worship. 

b) Seven times the Voice of the Lord is highlighted.  

c) Eighteen times “The LORD” (YHWH) is named.  

d) Parallelism: the “rhyming” of Hebrew poetry 

(1) not words that sound alike 

(2) but statements that say the same thing in parallel but different words 

(3) Four parallel calls to worship (vv. 1-2) 

Seven parallel statements about God’s Voice (vv. 3-9) 

Four parallel truths about the LORD (vv. 10-11) 

11. Harry Ironside: “Psalm 29 is one of the loveliest poems I have ever heard.”  

12. This Nature Hymn is a beautiful example of General Revelation pointing us to God!  

I. UNDERSTANDING PSALM 29 
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A. The Angels in Heaven Worship God (Ps. 29:1-2) 

1. Ascribe to the Lord, O heavenly beings, 
ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 
Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; 
worship the Lord in the splendor of holiness. (Ps. 29:1-2) 

2. Ascribe … Ascribe … Ascribe … Worship … 

a) The parallelism informs us that the Angels are to ascribe or give to God worship.  

b) This parallelism is called climatic parallelism because each succeeding phrase builds upon 
the preceding ones until a climax is reached.  

c) Ascribe to the Lord, O heavenly beings, 
Ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 
Ascribe to the Lord the glory due His name; 
Worship the Lord in the splendor of holiness! 

3. To whom does David speak? Answer: The heavenly beings 

a) NASB: “Sons of the mighty”; NIV: “The mighty ones”  

b) literally: “O Sons of God” (Hebrew: beni elim; sons of the gods) 

c) i.e., the Angels in heaven (Hebrew: beni elohim = sons of God) 

d) Psalm 89:6 – “For who in the skies is comparable to the LORD? Who among the sons of 
God is like the LORD?” 

4. Why does David call the Angels to worship God? Answer: Because the worship of Angels is needed 
to greatly enhance the worship of humanity.  

a) We only worship God as well as we know Him. 

b) Those who truly know God worship Him better than those who do not know Him. 

c) Hence, there is a divine order of acceptable worship.  

(1) The Chief worship being found within the Trinity itself, and thus in the 
worship of Jesus Christ.  

(2) Then the worship of the Angels in heaven 

(3) Then the adoration of Glorified souls in heaven 

(4) Next the praise of Redeemed people on earth 

(5) Then the worship of Nature and the animals 

(6) Last: The poor efforts unconverted men offer to God 

(7) The Devil and Demons never attempt to worship God!  

d) Jesus explained all this to us when He said to the Samaritan Woman:  

(1) Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when neither on 
this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. You worship what 
you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. But 
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the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the 
Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship 
him. God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth. 
(John 4:21-24) 

(2) i.e., we only worship as well as we know.  

5. And what the Angels are to give God in worship is the pattern for us as well … 

a) Ascribe to the Lord, O Sons of God … 

(1) They first gave to God themselves 

(2) They are God’s sons (children), in love with Him 

(3) I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your 
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual 
worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal 
of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is 
good and acceptable and perfect. (Romans 12:1-2) 

b) Ascribe to the Lord glory and strength … 

(1) They worshiped God for His attributes 

(2) Who He was, in and of Himself 

(3) They took delight in the fact that God is God! They reveled in what God is 
like.  

(4) And recounted to God His glorious nature 

c) Ascribe to the Lord the glory due His name … 

(1) They celebrated and honored the Name of God 

(2) i.e., they boasted in God’s reputation. 

(3) So they worshiped God for what He had done. 

(4) Incidentally that name is mentioned 18 times in this Psalm: YHWH – God’s 
covenant name revealed to Moses.  

d) Climax: Worship the Lord in the splendor of holiness 

(1) literally: in holy attire 

(2) The Angels dress appropriately when they come into God’s presence …  

• But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the 
heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering, 
(Hebrews 12:22) 

• festal gathering = the celebration of a feast day 

• “dressed to kill” 

(3) NASB: worship the Lord in holy array. 
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6. H.C. Leopold: The Psalms; p. 246 

No matter which being it is that gives glory to God, it is still most fitting that it prostrate itself 
before the divine majesty. This is the connotation of the verb “worship.” The expression “in holy 
array” borrows the picture from earthly ministrants, who were, according to Old Testament 
regulations, to appear for service in God’s sanctuary only when properly vested. The idea is 
transferred to the area of heaven where the thought become this: They, too, should appear before 
the Lord in proper array. “In the beauty of holiness” may be a beautiful phrase, but it does not 
convey what the Hebrew suggests. Luther’s, in holy adornment, is a much better rendering.  

7. I do want to belabor this point: However we dress makes a statement about who we are. 

a) whether it’s the tuxedo or the “zuit suit” of the 40’s; a low-cut blouse or a modest sweater; 
coat and tie or the post modern “fashion” of purposefully wearing colors and patterns that 
clash – striped ties, checkered shirt, plaid jacket and torn jeans … 

b) we are making a statement –  

(1) I am in formal attire for a special occasion! 

(2) I am in rebellion against all convention! 

(3) I’m “hot”; lust after me! 

(4) I’m a nice girl; respect me! 

(5) I’m conservative, safe, reliable, true! 

(6) I’m cool and post modern, even irreverent! 

c) I suggest to you that coming to church looking very casual or even sloppy is also making a 
statement: I’d rather be comfortable and “cool” than dress to honor God. 

8. I’m not advocating “over the top” formality. 

a) C.H. Spurgeon: Treasury of David: Vol.; part 2; pp. 29-30 

Of old, worship was cumbered with ceremonial, and men gathered around one dedicated 
building, whose solemn pomp was emblematic of “the beauty of holiness;” but now our 
worship is spiritual, and the architecture of the house and the garments of the worshippers 
are matters of no importance; the spiritual beauty of inward purity and outward holiness 
being far more precious in the eyes of our thrice holy God. O for grace ever to worship 
with holy motives and in a holy manner, as becometh saints!  

b) True. But Spurgeon wrote that when men came to church in suits and ties and women in 
their best dresses. 

c) We used to call it “our Sunday best” before the age of irreverence, casualness, and being 
“cool” captured even mature people.  

9. BTW … Since when did purposefully sloppy, incongruous, and even ugly clothing become more 
authentic and genuine than clothes that are color-coordinated, neat and pleasant to the eye? It seems 
to me that you have to work harder to be disheveled than you do to look natural!  

10. Illustration: About 10-12 years ago the Ohio State University Women’s Soccer Team won the 
national championship, and went to visit President George W. Bush at the White House.  Quite a 
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flap was stirred up when all the girls were photographed with the President in their dresses, blouses 
and skirts and flip flops. The Ohio Press was “embarrassed” that the girls met the Chief Executive in 
such “casual attire.”   

11. I promise you this: When you get to heaven you won’t be falling prostrate before God dressed in T-
shirts, flip flops, torn jeans, and the clothes you’d wear to a soccer game.  You will want to dress in 
the attire of glory because God deserves our best worship, our best praise and our best attire – “holy 
array.”  

B. The Revelation of Nature Worships God (Ps. 29:3-9) 

1. Here are the “voices” of the “Seven Thunders” …  

The voice of the Lord is over the waters; 
the God of glory thunders, 
the Lord, over many waters. 
The voice of the Lord is powerful; 
the voice of the Lord is full of majesty. 
The voice of the Lord breaks the cedars; 
the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon. 
He makes Lebanon to skip like a calf, 
and Sirion like a young wild ox. 
The voice of the Lord flashes forth flames of fire. 
The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; 
the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 
The voice of the Lord makes the deer give birth 
and strips the forests bare, 
and in his temple all cry, “Glory!” (Ps. 29:3-9) 

2. David hears the “voice of God” in a Mediterranean storm that sweeps through Canaan, over 
Jerusalem and then out into the desert, where it dissipates into a light drizzle.  

a) First, David sees the storm gather power out over the Mediterranean Sea 

(1) The voice of the Lord is over the waters; 
the God of glory thunders, 
the Lord, over many waters. 
The voice of the Lord is powerful; 
the voice of the Lord is full of majesty. (Ps. 29:3-4) 

(2) “over the waters,” like a tropical storm (hurricane) 

(3) “many waters,” a sea or ocean 

(4) filled with the majesty of Thunder announcing its coming. 

b) Second, the storm strikes, moving down and over Lebanon, 

(1) The voice of the Lord breaks the cedars; 
the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon. 
He makes Lebanon to skip like a calf, 
and Sirion like a young wild ox. (Ps. 29:5-6) 
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(2) lightening and wind break the tall cedars of Lebanon. 

(3) The countryside shakes with the lightening, wind and thunder, as if it were 
“skipping” like a young, even frightened, animal.  

c) Third: The storm moves out into the wilderness of Judea and South to Kadesh 

(1) The voice of the Lord flashes forth flames of fire. 
The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness;  
the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. (Ps. 29:7-8) 

(2) “flames of fire” – lightening, shakes the wilderness 

d) Lastly: As the storm passes over Jerusalem, all creation is deeply moved by its Power. 

(1) The voice of the Lord makes the deer give birth 
and strips the forests bare, 
and in his temple all cry, “Glory!” (Ps. 29:9) 

(2) the deer gives birth 

(3) the leaves of the trees are stripped bare 

(4) and the saints in the Temple cry out “Glory!”  

(5) For that is what worship is all about – glory – God’s glory, from beginning to 
end! 

e) Note: In David’s time the Temple did not yet exist, although it was on David’s heart to 
build one for God. But David possessed the Tabernacle (tent of meeting). Most probably 
the Second Temple Levites changed the word “tabernacle” to “temple” for their use of Ps. 
29 in public worship.  

3. We can’t miss the chief feature of this storm. The Psalm tells us 7 times what it is: The voice of the 
Lord. 

a) The thunder is merely creations’ poetic reflection of the greatest power in the universe: 
The Voice of God!  

(1) In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was 
without form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the 
Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. And God said, “Let 
there be light,” and there was light. (Gen. 1:1-3) 

(2) Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the 
prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he 
appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world. He is 
the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he 
upholds the universe by the word of his power. (Heb. 1:1-3a) 

(3) By faith we understand that the universe was created by the word of God, so 
that what is seen was not made out of things that are visible. (Heb. 11:3) 

b) C. H. Spurgeon: “Where the word of the king is there is power, but what imperial voice 
shall be likened unto the majestic thunder of the Lord?” (p. 36) 
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c) David has in mind God’s voice on Mount Sinai, when He gave to Moses the Covenant of 
the Law … 

d) On the morning of the third day there were thunders and lightnings and a thick cloud on 
the mountain and a very loud trumpet blast, so that all the people in the camp trembled. 
Then Moses brought the people out of the camp to meet God, and they took their stand at 
the foot of the mountain. Now Mount Sinai was wrapped in smoke because the Lord had 
descended on it in fire. The smoke of it went up like the smoke of a kiln, and the whole 
mountain trembled greatly. And as the sound of the trumpet grew louder and louder, 
Moses spoke, and God answered him in thunder. The Lord came down on Mount Sinai, to 
the top of the mountain. And the Lord called Moses to the top of the mountain, and Moses 
went up. (Ex. 19:16-20) 

e) And God spoke all these words, saying, “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of 
the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. “You shall have no other gods before me. 
(Ex. 20:1-3) 

4. Creation itself gives witness to the glory, the greatness and the grace of God. Creation “thunders” 
forth the message: Fear God! Love God! Worship God!  

5. Seven times, like repeated peals of thunder, rolling over the countryside, David writes: “The Voice of 
the Lord…” Wave upon wave, upon wave of general revelations: “Glory to God in the highest!”  

C. The Community of the Redeemed Worships God (Ps. 29:10-11) 

1. The Lord sits enthroned over the flood; 
the Lord sits enthroned as king forever. 
May the Lord give strength to his people! 
May the Lord bless his people with peace! (Ps. 29:10-11) 

2. David’s descent from Angels in heaven, to the Thunderstorm above, now reaches its end with the 
saints on the earth. 

3. The circle of worship is complete, like the process of evaporation, cloud formation and rain.  

4. First: God sits as king above the Flood of Noah… 

a) The Lord sits enthroned over the flood … (v. 10a)  

b) This is the only other place in the OT where this specific Hebrew word for “flood” is 
used, other than Genesis 6-9. 

c) Meaning: Even if the Thunderstorm causes great flooding, God sits above that flood, as 
He did for Noah and his family, to rescue them and renew His covenant with them. 

d) The Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention 
of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. And the Lord regretted that he had 
made man on the earth, and it grieved him to his heart. So the Lord said, “I will blot out 
man whom I have created from the face of the land, man and animals and creeping things 
and birds of the heavens, for I am sorry that I have made them.” But Noah found favor in 
the eyes of the Lord. (Genesis 6:5-8) 
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In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second month, on the seventeenth day of the 
month, on that day all the fountains of the great deep burst forth, and the windows of the 
heavens were opened. And rain fell upon the earth forty days and forty nights. The flood 
continued forty days on the earth. The waters increased and bore up the ark, and it rose 
high above the earth. (Genesis 7:11-12, 17) 

But God remembered Noah and all the beasts and all the livestock that were with him in 
the ark. And God made a wind blow over the earth, and the waters subsided. (Gen. 8:1) 

And God blessed Noah and his sons and said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the 
earth. And God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you 
and every living creature that is with you, for all future generations: I have set my bow in 
the cloud, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth. When I bring 
clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, I will remember my covenant that 
is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh. And the waters shall never 
again become a flood to destroy all flesh. When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and 
remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that 
is on the earth.” God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that I have 
established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.” (Gen. 9:1, 12-17) 

e) This is crucial to us: We worship a covenant-keeping God of grace.  

5. Second: The Lord of grace sits enthroned as King forever (v. 10b) 

a) God’s popularity rises and falls, like that of all Kings. 

b) Church attendance rises to a peak, then falls off to a low tide. 

c) But God sits enthroned as The King of the Universe whether men like Him or not.  

d) The Lord reigns; let the peoples tremble! 
He sits enthroned upon the cherubim; let the earth quake! 
The Lord is great in Zion; 
he is exalted over all the peoples. 
Let them praise your great and awesome name! 
Holy is he! 
The King in his might loves justice. 
You have established equity; 
you have executed justice 
and righteousness in Jacob. 
Exalt the Lord our God; 
worship at his footstool! 
Holy is he! (Ps. 99:1-5) 

e) For us this means one thing: It is always proper to worship the King; Going to church on 
Sunday is never out of vogue!  

6. Third: God is always ready to do good to His people 

a) May the Lord give strength to his people! 
May the Lord bless his people with peace! (Ps. 29:10-11) 
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b) To strengthen their souls, their faith, their families and churches. 

c) To bless them with holy grace and heavenly gifts 

d) Shalom: not just “peace” (ESV) but well-being, wholeness, complete favor with God. 

e) BTW … verse 11 is not a Benediction in the Hebrew: “May the Lord … May the Lord …”  

f) The ESV footnote has it correctly: They are statements of existing reality …  

g) “The Lord will strengthen His people; The Lord will bless His people with peace.”  

7. This is our great motivation to worship: God is always good to His Church! 

8. And God always precedes our worship of Him by acts of powerful grace for us; in the order of Psalm 
29: 

a) He leaves the Angels in heaven and comes down to earth; 

b) He becomes incarnate as a creature, a part of creation, so that we might hear His voice;  

c) He redeems a new humanity who become his worshipping community.  

CONCLUSION: When we pray this prayer we ought to pray with these three realities before us …  

1. First: Whenever we worship we do so not alone but in the company of all creation: Angels and saints in 
heaven, the creation all around us, and other saints in the Church.  

a) If our souls are weak or weary, we can call upon their praises and adoration to shore up our 
feeble worship.  

b) Personal Illustration: Over the years of three decades of pastoring I have climbed the steps 
to the rostrum with a sad heart, a troubled mind and a wearied spirit. But as I listen to the 
congregation sing the praises of God, my soul was encouraged, equipped and empowered to 
praise God.  

c) Remember: You never worship alone and you can always call others to come to your side in 
worship 

(1) Whether it is the Angels who come to your aid … 

Ascribe to the Lord, O heavenly beings, 
ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 
Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; 
worship the Lord in the splendor of holiness. (Ps. 29:1-2) 

(2) Or other redeemed people, like yourself 

Ascribe to the Lord, O families of the peoples, 
ascribe to the Lord glory and strength! 
Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; 
bring an offering, and come into his courts! 
Worship the Lord in the splendor of holiness; 
tremble before him, all the earth! 
Say among the nations, “The Lord reigns! 
Yes, the world is established; it shall never be moved; 
he will judge the peoples with equity.” (Ps. 96:7-10) 
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2. Second: There is much to be said for “holy attire” for worship. 

a) Ascribe to the Lord the glory due to His name; 
Worship the Lord in holy array. (Ps. 29:2 NASB) 

b) “The Beauty of holiness” (ESV) has with it three layers of adornment –  

(1) We must come to God in worship robed in the righteousness of Christ; a righteous 
spirit. 

• But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the 
heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering, and to 
the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the 
judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, and to Jesus, 
the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a 
better word than the blood of Abel. (Heb. 12:22-24) 

• But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one 
another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. If we say 
we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we 
confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness. (1 John 1:7-9) 

(2) We must come to God in worship with an inner adornment of a Godward soul –  

• I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your 
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your 
spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the 
will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. (Romans 12:1-2) 

• likewise also that women should adorn themselves in respectable apparel, 
with modesty and self-control, not with braided hair and gold or pearls or 
costly attire, but with what is proper for women who profess godliness—
with good works. (1 Tim. 2:9-10) 

• I desire then that in every place the men should pray, lifting holy hands 
without anger or quarreling; (1 Tim. 2:8) 

• Do not let your adorning be external—the braiding of hair and the putting 
on of gold jewelry, or the clothing you wear— but let your adorning be the 
hidden person of the heart with the imperishable beauty of a gentle and 
quiet spirit, which in God's sight is very precious. For this is how the holy 
women who hoped in God used to adorn themselves, (1 Peter 3:3-5a) 

(3) We must come to God in worship dressed like people seeking to honor God in our 
bodies.  

• Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within 
you, whom you have from God? You are not your own, for you were bought 
with a price. So glorify God in your body. (1 Cor. 6:19-20) 
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• Your people will offer themselves freely 
on the day of your power, 
in holy garments; 
from the womb of the morning, 
the dew of your youth will be yours. (Ps. 110:3) 

• And when he had taken counsel with the people, he appointed those who 
were to sing to the Lord and praise him in holy attire, as they went before 
the army, and say, 
“Give thanks to the Lord, 
for his steadfast love endures forever.” (2 Chron. 20:21) 

(4) not “dressed to the hilt” but dressed to honor God.  

(5) Remember: We have to pray this prayer with integrity; we have to mean what we 
say (read). We can’t call the Angels to “holy array” while we’re stressed 
otherwise.  

(6) Again: Our dress always says more about us then we realize, but never more than 
we intend!  

3. Third: Our worship will forever be impoverished if we never include the glories of creation in our 
“worship menu” 

a) It means: We need to get out into nature more – the woods, the meadows, the mountains, the 
seashore, the back yard garden or the screened-in porch.  

b) Why? Because creation adds a voice we don’t hear in private devotions, can’t hear in church 
worship, and won’t hear in the city. 

c) Think of this: Why in big cities and in big churches does the approach to worship always 
struggle against a spirit of entertainment, a consumer mentality and the feeling of a big 
production?  

d) Answer: Because entertainment, consumerism and production are the three sides to city life 
and the three angles of urban culture.  

e) All the more need to recalibrate our minds, refresh our souls and reform our worship by 
making space and time to hear the Voice of Creation tell us things we don’t know!  

f) This is why David wrote these words in a Psalm not recorded in the Psalter.  

Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice, 
and let them say among the nations, “The Lord reigns!” 
Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 
let the field exult, and everything in it! 
Then shall the trees of the forest sing for joy 
before the Lord, for he comes to judge the earth. 
Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;  
for his steadfast love endures forever! 
Say also: 
“Save us, O God of our salvation, 
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and gather and deliver us from among the nations, 
that we may give thanks to your holy name 
and glory in your praise. 
Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, 
from everlasting to everlasting!” 
Then all the people said, “Amen!” and praised the Lord. (1 Chron 16:31-36) 

4. And this is why Keith and Kristyn Getty and their friend Stuart Townend wrote a lovey hymn titled 
“Creation Sings”  

Creation sings the Father’s song; 
He calls the sun to wake the dawn 
And run the course of day 
Till evening comes in crimson rays. 
His fingerprints in flakes of snow, 
His breath upon this spinning globe, 
He charts the eagle’s flight; 
Commands the newborn baby’s cry. 
 
Hallelujah! Let all creation stand and sing, 
“Hallelujah!” Fill the earth with songs of worship; 
Tell the wonders of creation’s King. 
 
Creation gazed upon His face; 
The ageless One in time’s embrace 
Unveiled the Father’s plan 
Of reconciling God and man. 
A second Adam walked the earth, 
Whose blameless life would break the curse, 
Whose death would set us free 
To live with Him eternally. 
 
Creation longs for His return, 
When Christ shall reign upon the earth; 
The bitter wars that rage 
Are birth pains of a coming age. 
When He renews the land and sky, 
All heaven will sing and earth reply 
With one resplendent theme: 
The glory of our God and King! 

5. We have much to learn about worship, from Angels, from other saints, and even from “Brother Storm”! 

6. So, the next time the sky darkens, the lightening flashes, and the Thunder rolls, don’t run inside too soon. 
Stay and listen to the Voice of the Lord in the storm: “Worship the Lord in the Beauty of Holiness!”  
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7. After all, William Cowper told us why we should listen to the storm rather than run from it: “God moves 
in a mysterious way, His wonders to perform. He plants His footsteps in the sea, and rides upon the 
storm.”  

 


