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Exodus 9:1-7             October 9, 2016 AM 
God Is A Warrior            Exodus 
EX1612          
 

“Slaughtering Sacred Cows”  
 

INTRODUCTION:  We’ve all heard the American idiom: “slaughtering sacred cows.”  

1. If you go to a dictionary for a definition of a “sacred cow” you’ll find this:  

a) Collins English Dictionary: (informal) a person, institution, custom, etc., unreasonably held 
to be above criticism. 

b) an idea, custom, or institution held, especially unreasonably, to be above criticism (with 
reference to the Hindu’s respect for the cow as a sacred animal)  

c) Merriam-Webster: someone or something that has been accepted or respected for a long 
time, and that people are afraid or unwilling to criticize or question; one that is often 
unreasonably immune from criticism or opposition.  

d) notice the repeated use of the word unreasonably 

2. www.phrases.org (the Phrase Finder)  

This term is an allusion to the Hindu reverence for cows. The first use in English that I have found of 
the term ‘sacred cow’ as a description of the recipient of that long-standing Hindu veneration is in an 
American newspaper from the 1850’s. The figurative use of the term ‘sacred cow’, to refer to a 
project or process that is immune from tampering, is American in origin and also dates from the late 
19th century. A piece in the New York Herald in March 1890, uses a simile that comes close to that 
metaphorical use:  

 “While the great ditch may be regarded as one of the commercial diversities of the 
commonwealth, to worship it as a sort of sacred cow is not necessarily a work of true 
statesmanship.”  

3. “Sacred Cows” exist in every arena of life, but especially in the realm of Religion: traditional practice or 
opinion that take on an aura of truth which should never be challenged or changed. Here are Three 
examples:  

a) Evangelicals always vote Republican (African Americans always vote Democrat). 

b) Christians always have a Christmas Eve Service. 

c) The Mildred Fitch Ladies Sunday School has always met in the Parlor, and even if they are 
now down to 5 elderly ladies in their 80’s, no one should move them to a smaller room. Their 
class is a “sacred cow.”  

4. I know all about sacred cows.  A pastor’s job involves slaughtering sacred cows for the greater good of 
the congregation.  

5. Nevertheless, there really are many people in the world who literally worship real-life sacred cows:  

a) Over 1 billion Hindu’s worship sacred cows (14% of the world’s population, or one out of 
every 7 people!)  
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b) In May, 2013, a 30-year-old Buddhist Monk burned himself alive to protest the government of 
Sri Lanka’s policy of allowing non-Hindu’s to slaughter and eat cows.  

c) Zoroastrianism believes in the “sacred spirit of the cow”  

d) And – for our interest this morning – the ancient Egyptians considered the cow to be the 
incarnation of several gods and goddesses. (As did the Greeks and Romans; the Canaanites 
and others)  

6. Before we go any further we need to answer a question raised in many Western minds: 

a) How can intelligent people really and truly worship animals and nature as gods, goddesses or 
spirits?  

b) The Answer is easy and quite obvious: All of us would worship sacred cows if the sons of 
Abraham were not taught otherwise by God’s revelation in the OT Scriptures. 

7. Here is why I say that …  

a) First: The creation (including animals) is designed by God to reveal God to mankind in a 
general fashion.  

(1) The heavens declare the glory of God, 
and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. 
Day to day pours out speech, 
and night to night reveals knowledge. 
There is no speech, nor are there words, 
whose voice is not heard. 
Their voice goes out through all the earth, 
and their words to the end of the world. 
In them he has set a tent for the sun, which comes out like a bridegroom leaving 
his chamber, 
and, like a strong man, runs its course with joy. 
Its rising is from the end of the heavens, 
and its circuit to the end of them, 
and there is nothing hidden from its heat. (Ps. 19:1-6) 

(2) General Revelation 

(3) Note that verses 4-6 liken the sun to a “bridegroom” leaving his tent to ride across 
the sky, day by day.  

(4) In them he has set a tent for the sun, which comes out like a bridegroom leaving 
his chamber, 
and, like a strong man, runs its course with joy. 
Its rising is from the end of the heavens, 
and its circuit to the end of them, 
and there is nothing hidden from its heat. (Ps. 19:4c-6) 

(5) Exactly how the ancient Egyptians pictured the Sun god, Ra: riding on a golden 
bull (sun) from east to west, each day, “patrolling the earth” 
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b) Second: Man’s fallen nature (sinfulness) takes the witness of nature and twists general 
revelation into idolatry and the worship of false gods and goddesses.  

For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 
unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. For what 
can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to them. For his 
invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly 
perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made. So 
they are without excuse. For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God 
or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts 
were darkened. Claiming to be wise, they became fools, and exchanged the glory of 
the immortal God for images resembling mortal man and birds and animals and 
creeping things. (Romans 1:18-23) 

c) Creation is Communication: The Things of Earth, Joe Rigney, p. 62 

(1) If God reveals himself in creation, then every aspect of creation is communicative, 
from the smallest to the greatest. There is no area of reality that does not reveal 
the triune God. The heavens declare his glory (Ps. 19:1), and that is only the 
beginning. His invisible attributes, namely his eternal power and divine nature, 
are clearly perceived in the things that have been made (Rom. 1:20). Note this: 
creation makes invisible realities visible. We see the divine nature in the things 
that God has made, just as we see the skill, wisdom, and creativity of the artist in 
his painting, or the composer in his symphony.  

(2) John Calvin: “We read scripture with the spectacles of Creation.”  

(3) Martin Luther: Big Picture Book of Creation; small book of the Bible 

d) Third: We learn to “read” creation the same way we learn to read English. 

(1) We are born into an English-speaking world, and are thus immersed in a language: 
We learn what an apple, a book, a dog or a tree is by others pointing to or talking 
about them.  

(2) Then we go to first grade and are taught to read out of a grammar book: the dog 
becomes d-o-g; the tree is now known as t-r-e-e, and the book becomes a b-o-o-k. 

(3) We read creation the same way: We see things that reflect the glory, goodness and 
generosity of God, and then the grammar book of the Bible teaches us how to 
relate these things to what we know about God.  

(4) Joe Rigney: The Things of Earth; p. 63 

Scripture is the grammar textbook for the language of God, instructing us clearly 
in the patterns of meaning and the rules by which we are enabled to read 
everything else. Indeed, Scripture commands us to read the world in this way. 
“Look at the birds” (Matt. 6:26). “Consider the lilies” (Matt. 6:28). “Go to the 
ant” (Prov. 6:6). There are divine lessons in seeds and fields, in sand and rocks, in 
wineskins and fig trees.  
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e) Fourth: Jesus uses creation this way. All that God has made is a theophany of God; a 
revelation of Him. 

(1) Theophany: God speaking through creation: a burning bush; a talking donkey; a 
pillar of fire and smoke. 

(2) Jesus teaches us about God by using creation.  

He said therefore, “What is the kingdom of God like? And to what shall I 
compare it?  It is like a grain of mustard seed that a man took and sowed in his 
garden, and it grew and became a tree, and the birds of the air made nests in 
its branches.” And again he said, “To what shall I compare the kingdom of 
God? It is like leaven that a woman took and hid in three measures of flour, 
until it was all leavened.” (Luke 13:18-21) 

(3) Types pointing to greater God-oriented realities. 

f) Fifth: The Spirit of God is in all that He has made because all creation draws its life 
(existence) from God. 

(1) God is known/revealed in the creatures He has made …  

(2) by typology … metaphors … analogies 

(3) Joe Rigney: The Things of the Earth; p. 65-66 

The pages of Scripture overflow with creational analogies and metaphors to help 
us understand the glorious and ineffable mystery of the triune God.  God is a 
Father, and so he gives us earthy fathers so that we’d know what he’s like.  God is 
a shield and a fortress.  He is a roaring lion who devours his enemies.  He hides 
his people under the shadow of his wings. To understand his anger, we must look 
to a consuming fire. To grasp his steadfastness, we plant our feet on a rock. To 
comprehend the surety of his protection, we witness the shepherd with his sheep in 
the valley of shadows.  

8. Here’s the problem: Before we are taught to read and interpret creation by the Bible a false teacher has 
already distorted the message of Creation. 

a) The good news in creation is distorted into idolatry. 

b) And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. In their case the god of 
this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the 
gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. (2 Cor. 4:3-4) 

c) God is in everything, but Satan tells us that God is everything, and everything is God.  

d) The message of creation becomes the false religion of Pantheism.  

e) God in the rock becomes the Egyptian god Geb; God in the River Nile becomes the god Hapi; 
God in the sun becomes the god Ra, and so on.  

9. How does God correct such distortions? He follows this plan …  

a) He chooses a special people to whom He reveals Himself in special revelation (The Hebrews 
= Israel) 
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b) He chooses one of them, a man named Moses, to write five books about One God, Creation, 
the fall of mankind, judgement (flood), scattering of the nations, a chosen people and a mighty 
deliverance (Exodus)  

c) He renews His Covenant of grace with them …  

And God spoke all these words, saying, “I am the Lord your God, who brought you 
out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. “You shall have no other gods 
before me. “You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of 
anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water 
under the earth. You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I the Lord your 
God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third 
and the fourth generation of those who hate me, but showing steadfast love to 
thousands of those who love me and keep my commandments. (Ex. 20:1-6) 

d) He takes them to a Holy mountain – a sacred part of the creation – and gives them true 
religion: Ten Commandments, proper worship, holy living, community ethics, and rituals and 
symbols which point to a Messiah yet to come.  

e) He saves them from pagan pantheism …  

f) Joe Rigney: The Things of the Earth; p. 68  

(1) In creation, God gives himself. And giving himself means that he does his deeds 
and in some sense is himself through the things he has made. This is not 
pantheism, the idea that God is everything and everything is God. But it is the 
notion that God is in everything, that creation really is the bearer of divine life and 
glory.  

(2) God teaches them how to see God in the creation without turning the creation into 
false gods and goddesses.  

g) Finally: 1,400 years later God will come to them in the body of a creature – as a man! 

(1) God in a man: Incarnation of Jesus Christ.  

(2) The Creator living in the creature (a man) 

(3) To save them all from idolatry and to bring them eternal life.  

(4) And this is eternal life, that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ 
whom you have sent. (John 17:3) 

10. Why go into all of this? One reason: I want us to be gracious, sympathetic, humble and compassionate 
toward unbelievers who read the creation wrongly and turn to idols.  

a) Remember: All mankind would be this way had not God revealed Himself and His truth to 
Moses. 

b) You and I would be this way were it not for Moses, Israel, the OT, Jesus Christ, the Gospel, 
the NT Church, the Judeo-Christian Culture of Western Society, American culture and your 
childhood background in a church, Campus Outreach and Christ Covenant Church!  

c) In truth, you and I have far fewer justifiable reasons for our idols than the Ancient Egyptians 
did!  
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11. In delivering Israel from bondage in Egypt, God also delivered them from the influence of Egyptian 
pantheism, by judging the gods of Egypt.  

a) For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike all the firstborn in the 
land of Egypt, both man and beast; and on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I 
am the Lord. (Ex. 12:12) 

b) So far, in our story, God has pronounced judgment upon and struck with His power, the 
Egyptian gods –  

c) of the Nile: Osiris, Hapi, Khnum, Heket, and others 

d) of the Earth: Geb and Khepri 

e) and now … the goddess Hathor and her consorts: Hesat, Apis and Mnevis.  

12. The Fifth Plague: death of Egyptian Livestock (Exodus 9:1-7) 

a) Then the Lord said to Moses, “Go in to Pharaoh and say to him, ‘Thus says the Lord, the God 
of the Hebrews, “Let my people go, that they may serve me. For if you refuse to let them go 
and still hold them, behold, the hand of the Lord will fall with a very severe plague upon your 
livestock that are in the field, the horses, the donkeys, the camels, the herds, and the flocks. 
But the Lord will make a distinction between the livestock of Israel and the livestock of Egypt, 
so that nothing of all that belongs to the people of Israel shall die.”’” And the Lord set a time, 
saying, “Tomorrow the Lord will do this thing in the land.” And the next day the Lord did this 
thing. All the livestock of the Egyptians died, but not one of the livestock of the people of 
Israel died. And Pharaoh sent, and behold, not one of the livestock of Israel was dead. But the 
heart of Pharaoh was hardened, and he did not let the people go. (Ex. 9:1-7) 

b) Judgment upon “sacred cows” (Four false gods and goddesses) 

c) No pun intended.  

I. GOD’S JUDGEMTN UPON SACRED COWS (Ex. 9:1-7) 

1. Then the Lord said to Moses, “Go in to Pharaoh and say to him, ‘Thus says the Lord, the God of the 
Hebrews, “Let my people go, that they may serve me. (Ex. 9:1) 

a) This is the 9th time God repeated this message to Pharaoh.  

(1) And they will listen to your voice, and you and the elders of Israel shall go to the 
king of Egypt and say to him, ‘The Lord, the God of the Hebrews, has met with us; 
and now, please let us go a three days' journey into the wilderness, that we may 
sacrifice to the Lord our God.’ (Ex. 3:18) 

(2) Afterward Moses and Aaron went and said to Pharaoh, “Thus says the Lord, the 
God of Israel, ‘Let my people go, that they may hold a feast to me in the 
wilderness.’” (Ex. 5:1) 

(3) So the Lord said to Moses, “Go in, tell Pharaoh king of Egypt to let the people of 
Israel go out of his land.” (Ex. 6:10-11 ) 

(4) And the Lord said to Moses, “See, I have made you like God to Pharaoh, and 
your brother Aaron shall be your prophet. You shall speak all that I command 
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you, and your brother Aaron shall tell Pharaoh to let the people of Israel go out 
of his land. (Ex. 7:1-2) 

(5) Go to Pharaoh in the morning, as he is going out to the water. Stand on the bank 
of the Nile to meet him, and take in your hand the staff that turned into a serpent. 
And you shall say to him, ‘The Lord, the God of the Hebrews, sent me to you, 
saying, “Let my people go, that they may serve me in the wilderness.” But so far, 
you have not obeyed. (Ex. 7:15-16) 

(6) Then the Lord said to Moses, “Go in to Pharaoh and say to him, ‘Thus says the 
Lord, “Let my people go, that they may serve me. (Ex. 8:1) 

(7) Then the Lord said to Moses, “Rise up early in the morning and present yourself 
to Pharaoh, as he goes out to the water, and say to him, ‘Thus says the Lord, “Let 
my people go, that they may serve me. (Ex. 8:20) 

(8) Then Pharaoh called Moses and Aaron and said, “Go, sacrifice to your God 
within the land.” But Moses said, “It would not be right to do so, for the offerings 
we shall sacrifice to the Lord our God are an abomination to the Egyptians. If we 
sacrifice offerings abominable to the Egyptians before their eyes, will they not 
stone us? We must go three days' journey into the wilderness and sacrifice to the 
Lord our God as he tells us.” (Ex. 8:25-27) 

(9) Then the Lord said to Moses, “Go in to Pharaoh and say to him, ‘Thus says the 
Lord, the God of the Hebrews, “Let my people go, that they may serve me. (Ex. 
9:1) 

2. Here is a man – no doubt a great man, yet still but a creature – defying God, his Creator, despite the 
patience of God toward him.  

a) Or do you presume on the riches of his kindness and forbearance and patience, not knowing 
that God's kindness is meant to lead you to repentance? But because of your hard and 
impenitent heart you are storing up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath when God's 
righteous judgment will be revealed. (Romans 2:4-5) 

b) For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, “For this very purpose I have raised you up, that I might 
show my power in you, and that my name might be proclaimed in all the earth.” So then he 
has mercy on whomever he wills, and he hardens whomever he wills. (Romans 9:17-18) 

3. Pharaoh, of course, is warned for a 6th time to obey God, or else … 

a) For if you refuse to let them go and still hold them, behold, the hand of the Lord will fall with 
a very severe plague upon your livestock that are in the field, the horses, the donkeys, the 
camels, the herds, and the flocks. (Ex. 9:2-3) 

b) The Egyptians found gods and goddesses in every form of animal life. 

c) In mammals: Bulls and cows, rams, lions, hare, jackal, pig, donkey, mongoose, mouse, 
leopards, baboons, the elephant, hippopotamus, bat, and oryx.  

d) In reptiles: crocodile, turtle, cobra and other snakes. 

e) amphibians: frogs 
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f) fish: oxyrrhynchus (elephant fish) 

g) birds: heron, falcon, vulture, goose, ibis, owl, ostrich 

h) even gods and goddesses in insects: scarab beetles and bees!  

i) in addition to mythical beasts: Phoenix, saget, amemait (combinations of birds, mammals and 
reptiles)  

4. So God decides to strike the domestic animals of Egypt. 

a) ESV: “livestock” 

b) delineated: horses, donkeys, camels, herds (of cattle) and flocks (sheep and goats) 

c) John J. Davis: Moses and the Gods of Egypt; p. 119 

Cattle and domestic animals were very precious to the Egyptians as witnessed both in their 
paintings and in their literature. We know from Eighteenth Dynasty inscriptions that horses 
were highly valued. Cattle, in addition to being practically necessary to daily life, were also 
very sacred to them.  

5. And in doing so strikes at least four Egyptians gods and goddesses: 

a) First: the goddess Hathor; depicted as a cow, or as a woman with a cow’s head, or a woman 
with cow’s horns and the sun between those horns.  

(1) She was believed to be the wife, mother or daughter of Ra, the sun god.  

(2) At other times she was presented as the mother of Horus, the son of Ra. 

(3) One source explains these apparent contradictions.  

The Ancient Egyptians viewed reality as multi-layered in which deities were 
merged for various reasons, while retaining divergent attributes and myths, and 
were not seen as contradictory but complementary.  

(4) She always carried a sistrum: an ancient instrument akin to our tambourine.  

(5) She was the goddess of joy, pleasure, music, happiness, love, sexuality, fertility, 
women and motherhood. She assisted women in childbirth. 

(6) She was the mother of Kings; depicted as nursing the Pharaohs with the udder of 
the cow. 

(7) She was the goddess of foreign lands who lacked a goddess, and was protector of 
their wealth.  

(8) She was also Mistress of the Sycamore, a tree goddess who provided food for the 
deceased in the after life. 

(9) She was Egypt’s favorite goddess! For obvious reasons: (Wikipedia)  

The worship of Hathor was so popular that more festivals were dedicated to 
her honor than any other Egyptian deity, and more children were named after 
this goddess than any other deity. Even Hathor’s priesthood was unusual, in 
that both women and men became her priests.  



 

EX1612 
 

9 

(10) Hathor is the same goddess as Hesat, and as the Greek goddess Aphrodite and 
the Roman goddess Venus.  

b) Second: The god Apis; the most important of all the sacred animals of Egypt; the golden bull.  

(1) He was the mediator between the all-powerful god Ptah or Osiris, and mankind 

(2) He was titled The Renewer of Life 

(3) Worship of sacred bulls continued in Greece and Rome until c. 400 AD! 

(4) He symbolized the courage, strength, vitality and fighting spirit of the gods and 
the Pharaohs. 

(5) Hence: he was depicted as a bull with the sun-disk between his horns. 

(6) He was the herald of Ptah (Pi-tah); the creator god. 

(7) Black bulls with, supposedly, 38 divine markings were chosen as the Bulls of 
Apis. 

(8) And they were mummified and buried alongside the Pharaohs 

(9) Believed to be always born of a virgin cow, impregnated by Ptah, for a life of 
service in the Temple as the herald and mediator for the gods.  

(10) Obviously a demonic distortion of Jesus Christ: born of a virgin, Son of God, 
Mediator and Herald of God.  

c) Third: the sacred bull-god Mnevis: considered a theophany of Ra, the sun-god. Another 
version of Apis (the son of Hathor)  

d) Finally: The sun-god Ra was believed to ride on a golden bull as he patrolled the earth, every 
day.  

6. In one-day God slayed these sacred animals, these sacred cows, to judge the gods of Egypt.  

And the Lord set a time, saying, “Tomorrow the Lord will do this thing in the land.” And the next day 
the Lord did this thing. All the livestock of the Egyptians died, but not one of the livestock of the 
people of Israel died. And Pharaoh sent, and behold, not one of the livestock of Israel was dead. But 
the heart of Pharaoh was hardened, and he did not let the people go. (Ex. 9:5-7) 

7. But, God spared the domestic animals of Israel. 

a) Just as He did in the previous plague of Flies. 

But on that day I will set apart the land of Goshen, where my people dwell, so that no 
swarms of flies shall be there, that you may know that I am the Lord in the midst of the 
earth. (Ex. 8:22) 

b) But the Lord will make a distinction between the livestock of Israel and the livestock of Egypt, 
so that nothing of all that belongs to the people of Israel shall die. (Ex. 9:4) 

c) Why? For two reasons:  

(1) To prove that He was God (Ex. 8:22) and able to afflict Egypt while sparing 
Goshen. This was not a general plague on livestock, but a selective judgement on 
idols.  
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(2) To show how God blesses His own people. 

II. GOD’S CORRECTIVE TO IDOLARY  

1. How does God protect us from pantheism – turning creation and creatures into gods and goddesses? 

2. Answer: We need to see creation in Christ.  

3. C.S. Lewis explains this in his essay “Meditation in a Toolshed”  

a) I was standing today in the dark toolshed. The sun was shining outside and through the crack 
at the top of the door there came a sunbeam. From where I stood that beam of light, with the 
specks of dust floating in it, was the most striking think in the place. Everything else was 
almost pitch-black. I was seeing the beam, not seeing things by it. Then I moved, so that the 
beam fell on my eyes. Instantly the whole previous picture vanished. I saw no toolshed, and 
(above all) no beam. Instead I say, framed in the irregular cranny at the top of the door, green 
leaves moving on the branches of a tree outside and beyond that, 90 odd million miles away, 
the sun. Looking along the beam, and looking at the beam are very different experiences.  

b) Looking at the beam and seeing Light (outside) 

c) Looking along the beam back to the source (inside)  

4. Lewis then talks about a young man who’s fallen in love with a girl. 

A young man meets a girl. The whole world looks different when he sees her. Her voice reminds him 
of something he has been trying to remember all his life, and ten minutes casual chat with her is more 
precious than all the favours that all other women in the world could grant. He is, as they say, “in 
love”. Now comes a scientist and describes this young man’s experience from the outside. For him it 
is all an affair of the young man’s genes and a recognized biological stimulus. That is the difference 
between looking along the sexual impulse and looking at it.  

5. Here is what Lewis is saying: If you merely look at the creation you will see the life, power and beauty of 
God in every created thing.  

a) The heavens declare the glory of God, 
and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. (Ps. 19:1) 

b) O Lord, our Lord, 
how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
You have set your glory above the heavens. 
Out of the mouth of babies and infants, 
you have established strength because of your foes, 
to still the enemy and the avenger.  
When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, 
the moon and the stars, which you have set in place, 
what is man that you are mindful of him, 
and the son of man that you care for him? (Ps. 8:1-4) 

c) For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to them. For 
his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly 
perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made. So they are 
without excuse. (Romans 1:19-20) 
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6. But … the danger is this: If you only look at the creation you will soon turn the created things into gods 
and goddesses – sacred cows. 

a) the beauty of women – a goddess 

b) the buying-power of money – magic 

c) the search for perfect health – a salvation 

d) You’re deceived because you only see the outside of things.  

7. You have to do more; you have to look along the creation, tracing the lights, the revelation, the creature 
back to the creator God.  

a) You’ve got to get inside the creation to get inside the Creator. 

b) But how? What if the Creator became a creature? What if God became a man to help us do 
this?  

(1) In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through him, and 
without him was not any thing made that was made. In him was life, and the life 
was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 
overcome it.  And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen 
his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. No one 
has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father's side, he has made him 
known. (John 1:1-5, 14, 18) 

(2) Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the 
prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he 
appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world. He is 
the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature.  (Heb. 1:1-
3a) 

(3) He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For by him all 
things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through 
him and for him. And he is before all things, and in him all things hold 
together. And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the 
firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. (Col. 1:15-18) 

8. If we read creation through the grammar book of the Bible, we will see God in everything without 
everything becoming a god! Because we will encounter Jesus Christ who will clarify the whole picture 
for us.  

The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the 
world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. He came to his own, and his own 
people did not receive him. But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the 
right to become children of God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the 
will of man, but of God. (John 1:9-13) 

9. Those who are born again, who experience a new spiritual rebirth because they have been made 
spiritually alive by the Holy Spirit, and hence believe in Christ …  
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a) … they come to see things others in the world do not see. 

b) Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the 
kingdom of God.” (John 3:3) 

c) But once that person is in Christ, then he/she sees the world alongside and through the eyes of 
Jesus, the Son of God, the Co-Creator, the Perfect Man.  

d) What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of man imagined, what God has prepared 
for those who love him.  (1 Cor. 2:9) 

10. We live in an age where scientists, medical doctors, engineers, psychologists and sociologists, politicians 
and a growing number of pastors tell us that once we’ve looked at creation, from the outside, we’ve seen 
all there is to see. I stand here today to tell you that this is not true!  

11. Go back to Lewis’ illustration of the man, in the dark toolshed, beholding the sunlight.  

a) He first looks at it and sees a beam of light.  

b) He then turns to look back along the beam and traces it to the source: the sun 

c) Listen carefully … If he turns his head away from the sun and steps between the sun and the 
beam, his own body blocks the lights, all all goes dark again. 

d) He looked away from the light and saw nothing.  

e) For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they 
became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. Claiming to be wise, 
they became fools, and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling 
mortal man and birds and animals and creeping things. (Romans 1:21-23) 

12. We need to remember this: When we look at the creation, we are not reading this big picture book alone.  
We are always seeing it thought another pair of eyes –  

a) Sometimes, most often, they are the eyes of the Devil, who blinds us to the truth. 

(1) And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. In their 
case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them 
from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 
(2 Cor. 4:3-4) 

(2) He places other things – creatures – in the way of our eyesight to block the light 
that leads to God. 

(3) Idols … gods and goddesses … sacred cows!  

b) But if we look through the eyes of Christ, we will always see God and see ourselves 
accurately. 

(1) The Holy Spirit lifts the veil that blinds us, and helps us see God in Jesus. 

(2) The Spirit breaks the hardened heart, like that of Pharaoh, and enables us to see 
Christ for who He is.  

(3) But their minds were hardened. For to this day, when they read the old covenant, 
that same veil remains unlifted, because only through Christ is it taken away. Yes, 
to this day whenever Moses is read a veil lies over their hearts. But when one 
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turns to the Lord, the veil is removed. Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the 
Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. And we all, with unveiled face, beholding 
the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from one degree 
of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit. (2 Cor. 3:14-
18) 

(4) No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father's side, he has made 
him known. (John 1:18) 

13. Please … I beseech you … Don’t be:  

a) That Scientist whose head, bent over a microscope, inadvertently blocks his soul from seeing 
God in Christ in the amoeba in the petri dish …  

b) That young girl whose own beauty blinds her to the glory of God in her, known as the image 
of God, worthy of honor …  

c) That student of comparative religions who thinks he’s figured it all out because he’s looked at 
world religions but never believed in Jesus Christ.  

14. A sacred cow avoids being slaughtered.  But the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 
willingly dies for you and for me so that we might see the light of God’s glory shining on us! 

15. Look at the world to see the glory of God; look along the beams of light from the Holy Spirit, in God’s 
Word; look through the eyes of Jesus Christ by becoming one with Him, through faith.  

And we know that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding, so that we may know 
him who is true; and we are in him who is true, in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and 
eternal life. Little children, keep yourselves from idols. (1 John 5:20-21) 

 


