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Exodus 9:13-35            October 23, 2016 AM 
God Is A Warrior            Exodus 
EX1614          
 

Fire From the Sky 
 

INTRODUCTION:  Years ago, back in the spring of 1972, I purchased my first new car … 

1. I was a 2nd Lieutenant in the U.S. Army and stationed at Fort Sheridan, Illinois (on Chicago’s North 
Shore) 

a) Lieutenants weren’t paid very well then. My annual salary was right at $7,000/ year 

b) So I couldn’t afford much of a car. 

c) But I found a “deal” on a new, 1972 Volkswagen “Super Beetle.” The price: $1,818.18. (It 
was bright orange!)  

d) The second week I owned it I drove it down to Fort Sam Houston, in San Antonio, Texas for a 
15-week special assignment.  

e) The evening I drove onto the fort, I parked it in the parking lot of the BAQ (Bachelor 
Officers’ Quarters)  

f) No sooner had I checked into my room, then I heard the sound of hail outside. 

g) I looked out the window only to watch my shiny new automobile get pelted by Texas-sized 
hail and leave hundreds of tiny pock-marks all over the hood, roof and trunk. 

h) Every time I hear about hail I think of that day in Texas.  

i) BTW: When I say “hail” I mean h-a-i-l, and not the Southern way of referring to h-e-l-l!  

2. Before us today is the story of the 7th Plague of Exodus: fiery hail upon the land of Egypt.  

3. First: Plague #7 introduces the 3rd cycle of judgments. 

4. John Currid: “Here is the beginning of the third cycle of plagues. The nature of the plagues changes in 
this sequence: they now have to do with weather and matters of the sky.” (Exodus: EP Study Com.; Vol. 
1; p. 200)  

a) Cycle #1: Blood in the Nile; Frogs: Gnats (against the River Nile) (The Land)  

b) Cycle #2: Flies; dead livestock; boils (against Egypt but not the Land of Goshen/ Israel; 
afflicting animals and people) (Property) 

c) Cycle #3: Hail, Locusts, Darkness (against the weather and sky; plagues that cause human 
pain, and even death) (Persons) 

5. John Currid: “The beginning of the seventh plague has a familiar ring about it. The first two cycles of 
plagues each begin in the same way: plagues numbers one and four both open with Moses going to 
Pharaoh in the morning and taking a stand before him. (7:15; 8:20) (p. 200) 

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Pharaoh's heart is hardened; he refuses to let the people go. Go to 
Pharaoh in the morning, as he is going out to the water. Stand on the bank of the Nile to meet him, 
and take in your hand the staff that turned into a serpent.  And you shall say to him, ‘The Lord, the 
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God of the Hebrews, sent me to you, saying, “Let my people go, that they may serve me in the 
wilderness.” But so far, you have not obeyed. (Ex. 7:14-16) 

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Rise up early in the morning and present yourself to Pharaoh, as he 
goes out to the water, and say to him, ‘Thus says the Lord, “Let my people go, that they may serve 
me. Or else, if you will not let my people go, behold, I will send swarms of flies on you and your 
servants and your people, and into your houses. And the houses of the Egyptians shall be filled with 
swarms of flies, and also the ground on which they stand. (Ex. 8:20-21) 

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Rise up early in the morning and present yourself before Pharaoh and 
say to him, ‘Thus says the Lord, the God of the Hebrews, “Let my people go, that they may serve me.  
For this time I will send all my plagues on you yourself, and on your servants and your people, so 
that you may know that there is none like me in all the earth.  (Ex. 9:13-14) 

6. John Currid: “Thus it is evident that plague number seven marks the inception of a third cycle of God’s 
judgment upon Egypt. (Ex. 7:13-10:29) 

7. Second: Notice this: The royal magicians were unable to physically stand in the presence of Pharaoh due 
to the boils which came upon them. But Moses was told to “stand before Pharaoh” (9:13). The divine 
contest is entering its final and cataclysmic phase: The last man standing … Moses!  

8. Third: As the judgments proceed, God gives to Pharaoh more and more detailed explanation for why 
such plagues are visited upon Egypt.  

9. Fourth (finally): God informs Pharaoh that He is pulling out all the stops and sending all His plagues 
onto Pharaoh and Egypt!  

For this time I will send all my plagues on you yourself, and on your servants and your people, so that 
you may know that there is none like me in all the earth. (Ex. 9:14) 

I. THE GREAT PLAGUE: FIRE FROM THE SKY (Ex. 9:13-35) 

A. The Warning Given to Pharaoh (Ex. 9:13-21) 

1. Then the Lord said to Moses, “Rise up early in the morning and present yourself before Pharaoh and 
say to him, ‘Thus says the Lord, the God of the Hebrews, “Let my people go, that they may serve me. 
For this time I will send all my plagues on you yourself, and on your servants and your people, so 
that you may know that there is none like me in all the earth. For by now I could have put out my 
hand and struck you and your people with pestilence, and you would have been cut off from the earth. 
But for this purpose I have raised you up, to show you my power, so that my name may be proclaimed 
in all the earth. You are still exalting yourself against my people and will not let them go. Behold, 
about this time tomorrow I will cause very heavy hail to fall, such as never has been in Egypt from 
the day it was founded until now. Now therefore send, get your livestock and all that you have in the 
field into safe shelter, for every man and beast that is in the field and is not brought home will die 
when the hail falls on them.”’” Then whoever feared the word of the Lord among the servants of 
Pharaoh hurried his slaves and his livestock into the houses, but whoever did not pay attention to the 
word of the Lord left his slaves and his livestock in the field. (Ex. 9:13-21) 

2. God, for the first time, explains to Pharaoh why He is “striking” the land of Egypt. 

a) The word “plagues” in Hebrew is derived from the verb “to strike” 

b) 10 plagues = 10 strikes God makes against Pharaoh’s empire. 
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c) He will “smite” the Land of Egypt 10 times!  

d) Notice: Each time God strikes Moses smites with his staff.  

3. There are four reasons God is doing all of this …  

a) First: To show to all of Egypt how singularly special YHWH is.  

For this time I will send all my plagues on you yourself, and on your servants and your 
people, so that you may know that there is none like me in all the earth. (Ex. 9:14) 

b) Second: To spare Egypt. The plagues are not final destructions. God could’ve already 
ruined Egypt. Instead He afflicted her greatly.  

For by now I could have put out my hand and struck you and your people with 
pestilence, and you would have been cut off from the earth. (Ex. 9:15)  

c) Third: To use Pharaoh to glorify the name of God and to illustrate His sovereign majesty.  

(1) But for this purpose I have raised you up, to show you my power, so that my 
name may be proclaimed in all the earth. (Ex. 9:16) 

(2) a verse quoted by Paul in Romans 9:17 

(3) to explain what God was doing in Exodus! 

(4) What shall we say then? Is there injustice on God's part? By no means! For he 
says to Moses, “I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have 
compassion on whom I have compassion.” So then it depends not on human 
will or exertion, but on God, who has mercy. For the Scripture says to 
Pharaoh, “For this very purpose I have raised you up, that I might show my 
power in you, and that my name might be proclaimed in all the earth.” So then 
he has mercy on whomever he wills, and he hardens whomever he wills. 
(Romans 9:14-18) 

d) Fourth: The immediate cause of these plagues is the pride of Pharaoh and his stubborn 
resistance to God.  

You are still exalting yourself against my people and will not let them go. (Ex. 9:17)  

4. Some will ask, “Pastor, why don’t we read about this in the ancient annals of Egypt or recorded on 
their monuments and memorials?” 

a) Easy Answer: Ancient (pagan) Kings never recorded embarrassing things in their 
chronicles: losses in war, successful rebellions, humiliating events, any “bad press”. 

b) But … other ancient peoples heard about these things! 

(1) You have led in your steadfast love the people whom you have redeemed; 
you have guided them by your strength to your holy abode. 
The peoples have heard; they tremble; 
pangs have seized the inhabitants of Philistia. 
Now are the chiefs of Edom dismayed; 
trembling seizes the leaders of Moab; 
all the inhabitants of Canaan have melted away. 
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Terror and dread fall upon them; 
because of the greatness of your arm, they are still as a stone, 
till your people, O Lord, pass by, 
till the people pass by whom you have purchased. (Ex. 15:13-16) 

(2) Rahab the whore of Jericho … 

Before the men lay down, she came up to them on the roof and said to the 
men, “I know that the Lord has given you the land, and that the fear of you 
has fallen upon us, and that all the inhabitants of the land melt away before 
you. For we have heard how the Lord dried up the water of the Red Sea 
before you when you came out of Egypt, and what you did to the two kings 
of the Amorites who were beyond the Jordan, to Sihon and Og, whom you 
devoted to destruction. And as soon as we heard it, our hearts melted, and 
there was no spirit left in any man because of you, for the Lord your God, 
he is God in the heavens above and on the earth beneath. (Joshua 2:8-11) 

(3) The Gibeonites to Joshua … 

They said to Joshua, “We are your servants.” And Joshua said to them, 
“Who are you? And where do you come from?” They said to him, “From a 
very distant country your servants have come, because of the name of the 
Lord your God. For we have heard a report of him, and all that he did in 
Egypt, and all that he did to the two kings of the Amorites who were beyond 
the Jordan, to Sihon the king of Heshbon, and to Og king of Bashan, who 
lived in Ashtaroth. So our elders and all the inhabitants of our country said 
to us, ‘Take provisions in your hand for the journey and go to meet them 
and say to them, “We are your servants. Come now, make a covenant with 
us.”’ (Joshua 9:8-11) 

(4) The people of Philistia …  

the Philistines were afraid, for they said, “A god has come into the camp.” 
And they said, “Woe to us! For nothing like this has happened before. Woe 
to us! Who can deliver us from the power of these mighty gods? These are 
the gods who struck the Egyptians with every sort of plague in the 
wilderness. (1 Samuel 4:7-8) 

5. God, the Gracious One, provides ample warning for all the people of Egypt, giving them a chance to 
be spared this catastrophic judgment:  

a) Behold, about this time tomorrow I will cause very heavy hail to fall, such as never has 
been in Egypt from the day it was founded until now. Now therefore send, get your 
livestock and all that you have in the field into safe shelter, for every man and beast that is 
in the field and is not brought home will die when the hail falls on them.”’” (Ex. 9:18-19) 

b) Those who believed Moses, feared God, and took preventative measures provided by God 
would live, along with their slaves, livestock and produce being spared.  

c) God is gracious to honor even temporary faith in unbelievers!  

d) Please note: Egypt becomes a “house divided” 
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(1) Some obeyed Moses/ God: “feared the Word of the Lord” 

(2) others ignored God’s warning 

(3) Then whoever feared the word of the Lord among the servants of Pharaoh 
hurried his slaves and his livestock into the houses, but whoever did not pay 
attention to the word of the Lord left his slaves and his livestock in the field. 
(Ex. 9:20-21) 

6. The clock was set in motion: 24 hours until destruction! 

B. The Judgement upon Egypt (Ex. 9:22-26) 

1. Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand toward heaven, so that there may be hail in all 
the land of Egypt, on man and beast and every plant of the field, in the land of Egypt.” Then Moses 
stretched out his staff toward heaven, and the Lord sent thunder and hail, and fire ran down to the 
earth. And the Lord rained hail upon the land of Egypt. There was hail and fire flashing continually 
in the midst of the hail, very heavy hail, such as had never been in all the land of Egypt since it 
became a nation. The hail struck down everything that was in the field in all the land of Egypt, both 
man and beast. And the hail struck down every plant of the field and broke every tree of the field. 
Only in the land of Goshen, where the people of Israel were, was there no hail. (Ex. 9:22-26) 

2. Once more – for the 7th time – God says to Moses: Stretch out your staff and strike the land. And 
Moses did.  

3. An immediate hailstorm of massive proportions rained down on Egypt.  

4. This is described as no ordinary storm –  

a) Then Moses stretched out his staff toward heaven, and the Lord sent thunder and hail, and 
fire ran down to the earth. And the Lord rained hail upon the land of Egypt. There was 
hail and fire flashing continually in the midst of the hail, very heavy hail, such as had 
never been in all the land of Egypt since it became a nation. The hail struck down 
everything that was in the field in all the land of Egypt, both man and beast. And the hail 
struck down every plant of the field and broke every tree of the field. Only in the land of 
Goshen, where the people of Israel were, was there no hail. (Ex. 9:23-26) 

b) Thunder … hail … “fire” (lightening turned to fire on the ground). 

c) Around Cairo about 2 inches of rainfall occur annually; further south the rain is even less; 
and in the southernmost parts of Egypt, in the great Sahara Desert, no rain falls at all!  

d) Additionally, all the Land of Goshen, saw no storm at all. This is near the Delta of Egypt 
where rainfall is most common! 

e) John J. Davis: “The thunderstorm was so violent and the lightening so great that fire 
raced along the ground destroying many of the crops. The miraculous aspect of the event 
is also supported by the notice in verse 26 that only in Goshen was there no hail …. 
therefore, it is most superficial indeed to argue that what occurs here is nothing more than 
an exaggerated tale of a natural event.” (Moses and the Gods of Egypt; p. 126) 

5. The results were absolutely devastating: hundreds of thousands of people killed; all the livestock not 
killed in plague #5, and not secured inside barns and sheds, were killed. All crops in the field were 
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ruined – pounded into shreds. All the fruit, olive and fig trees were broken, splintered or shattered and 
dead.  

6. Think of this: Take a snapshot of Haiti after Hurricane Matthew, and transpose that to Ancient 
Egypt: a land flattened and broken by the power of nature. The hand of God had struck again!  

7. Moses’ emphasis is precise: the hail struck down everything … both man and beast … every plant of 
the field … every tree of the field … Wow!  

C. The Aftermath of the Plague (Ex. 9:27-35)  

1. Then Pharaoh sent and called Moses and Aaron and said to them, “This time I have sinned; the Lord 
is in the right, and I and my people are in the wrong. Plead with the Lord, for there has been enough 
of God's thunder and hail. I will let you go, and you shall stay no longer.” Moses said to him, “As 
soon as I have gone out of the city, I will stretch out my hands to the Lord. The thunder will cease, 
and there will be no more hail, so that you may know that the earth is the Lord's. But as for you and 
your servants, I know that you do not yet fear the Lord God.” (The flax and the barley were struck 
down, for the barley was in the ear and the flax was in bud. But the wheat and the emmer were not 
struck down, for they are late in coming up.) So Moses went out of the city from Pharaoh and 
stretched out his hands to the Lord, and the thunder and the hail ceased, and the rain no longer 
poured upon the earth. But when Pharaoh saw that the rain and the hail and the thunder had ceased, 
he sinned yet again and hardened his heart, he and his servants. So the heart of Pharaoh was 
hardened, and he did not let the people of Israel go, just as the Lord had spoken through Moses. (Ex. 
9:27-35) 

2. John Currid: “It is critical to remember that the Egyptians believed their gods to be personified in 
the elements of nature. The catastrophe of the hail was therefore a mockery of the Egyptian heavenly 
deities, including Nut (the female representative of the sky, and the personification of the vault of 
heaven), Shu (the supporter of the heavens who holds up the sky), and Tefnut (the goddess of 
moisture). (Exodus: EP Com; Vol. 1; pp. 203-204) 

3. In Egyptian mythology the gods and goddesses were all related as family. 

a) The primeval demiurge Atum-Ra created the world and the other gods 

(1) Atum: meaning “the All” 

(2) Ra: meaning “sun” (the source of life and energy) 

b) Stephen Quirke: The Cult of Ra: Sun-Worship in Ancient Egypt; p. 25 

The spoken came to be: Mine is all [Atum] in my existence, alone I am Ra in his first 
risings. I am the great god who came into being of himself, He who created his names, 
lord of the Nine Gods [i.e. of all gods], He who has no opponent among the gods, 
Mine is yesterday, and I know tomorrow – it means Osiris.  

c) Among those nine gods were Shu and Tefnut 

(1) Shu: a god; the god of the Air 

(2) Tefnut: a goddess; the goddess of moisture 

d) Shu and Tefnut gave birth to Geb and his sister Nut. 

(1) Geb: god of the earth (judge in plague #3; the dust became gnats) 
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(2) Nut: goddess of the sky 

(3) Geb and Nut were brother and sister and husband-wife. 

(4) Steven Quirke: The Cult of Ra; p. 34 

It is I, Shu, created by Atum who took form of himself. I was not made in the 
womb, I was not assembled in the egg, I was not born in birth. My father Atum 
spat me out as spittle (ishesh) of his mouth, Together with my sister Tefnut. She 
emerged after me, and I was clothed in the breath of life of the throat.  

e) Nut represented the firmament which separated earth from the encircling waters of chaos, 
out of which the world was created. (See the distortion of Genesis 1:1-2) 

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was without form 
and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was 
hovering over the face of the waters. (Gen. 1:1-2) 

f) Nut was separated from Geb by the command of Ra-Atum. She was banned from having 
any children during the 360 days of the year.  

g) Thoth, the moon god, came to the rescue and won for Nut 5 extra days in which Nut 
could conceive. Subsequently she gave birth to five gods and goddesses.  

(1) Osiris: god of the underworld; eldest son 

(2) Seth: god of disorder; enemy of Osiris 

(3) Isis: goddess of healing and wife of Osiris 

(4) Nephthys: sister of Isis, who helps raise Osiris from the dead when he was 
killed by Seth 

(5) Horus: son of Osiris and Isis; the god of order and good; enemy of his uncle 
Seth; and the embodiment of Ra in all the Pharaohs.  

h) Nut was embodied in the Milky Way, arching her body over the earth from east to west.  

(1) The souls of the dead became the stars in her body 

(2) She was the goddess of rebirth and resurrection 

(3) Her laughter was thunder; her tears were rain 

(4) All the heavenly bodies entered her mouth and emerged from her womb each 
day.  

(5) She protected and watered Geb, earth, her brother-husband. 

i) Nut was pictured most often as a beautiful woman with a round vase on her head.  

(1) her arms and legs outstretched over the horizon 

(2) watering the earth from her vase 

(3) her gown bespeckled with thousands of stars 

j) She thus bears the name “one with a thousand souls”  

4. Jehovah “strikes” Nut and turns her powers against Egypt.  
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a) her tears become icy hail which kills and destroys 

b) her thunderous laughter sends fiery hail 

c) her powers to protect the earth give way to the damage done by God to man, beast, trees, 
grain and the earth.  

d) Nut is powerless before the God of Moses! 

5. Pharaoh sees this and he cracks! 

a) Then Pharaoh sent and called Moses and Aaron and said to them, “This time I have 
sinned; the Lord is in the right, and I and my people are in the wrong. Plead with the 
Lord, for there has been enough of God's thunder and hail. I will let you go, and you shall 
stay no longer.” (Ex. 9:27-28) 

b) Moses responds: The Earth is God’s, not Geb’s or Nut’s. 

Moses said to him, “As soon as I have gone out of the city, I will stretch out my hands 
to the Lord. The thunder will cease, and there will be no more hail, so that you may 
know that the earth is the Lord's. (Ex. 9:29) 

6. But Moses is neither naïve nor fooled. He sees though Pharaoh’s shallow repentance into his deeply 
hardened heart.  

But as for you and your servants, I know that you do not yet fear the Lord God. (Ex. 9:30) 

7. God had extended mercy in the midst of judgement: Not all the crops were gone. Egypt would not 
starve to death. 

a) (The flax and the barley were struck down, for the barley was in the ear and the flax was 
in bud. But the wheat and the emmer were not struck down, for they are late in coming 
up.) (Ex. 9:31-32) 

b) Again a miraculous fact: the wheat and emmer (spelt) were in tender shoots, but preserved 
by God.  

c) God’s grace in the midst of judgment 

d) But … some plants are kept alive for use in the very next judgment: The Plague of 
Locusts.  

8. True to form, Pharaoh’s hardened heart was stronger than his broken spirit. Instead of repentance he 
resists God … again!  

So Moses went out of the city from Pharaoh and stretched out his hands to the Lord, and the 
thunder and the hail ceased, and the rain no longer poured upon the earth. But when Pharaoh 
saw that the rain and the hail and the thunder had ceased, he sinned yet again and hardened 
his heart, he and his servants. So the heart of Pharaoh was hardened, and he did not let the 
people of Israel go, just as the Lord had spoken through Moses. (Ex. 9:33-35) 

II. THE GREATER PROBLEM: HARDENED HEARTS IN MANKIND 

1. By now we’ve seen a pitiful pattern arise: God’s warning and call to obedience, Pharaoh’s resistance, 
Judgments, Pharaoh relents, God restores order to Egypt, Pharaoh hardens his heart and resists again, 
so God strikes Egypt with harder blows and harsher judgement.  
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2. Moses’ primary lesson: The harder the heart the harsher the blow from God to soften that heart, and lead 
it to repentance, faith and obedience.  

3. Why didn’t Pharaoh and Egypt see this? Answer: Indeed, some did!  

a) The Royal Magicians warned Pharaoh to give up and give in:  

Then the magicians said to Pharaoh, “This is the finger of God.” But Pharaoh's heart was 
hardened, and he would not listen to them, as the Lord had said. (Ex. 8:19) 

b) The people were beginning to listen to Moses and his God.  

Then whoever feared the word of the Lord among the servants of Pharaoh hurried his 
slaves and his livestock into the houses, (Ex. 9:20) 

c) Even Pharaoh, in honest moments of fear and helplessness, acknowledges the truth …  

Then Pharaoh sent and called Moses and Aaron and said to them, “This time I have 
sinned; the Lord is in the right, and I and my people are in the wrong. Plead with the 
Lord, for there has been enough of God's thunder and hail. I will let you go, and you shall 
stay no longer.” (Ex. 9:27-28) 

d) … but only for a short time!  

4. The Root Problem: Every time a person chooses to not respond to God’s word or to resist God’s will, 
their heart becomes a little harder until it cannot respond to God anymore. The conscience becomes 
weakened, seared and defiled, by their own idols and disobedience.  

a) However, not all possess this knowledge. But some, through former association with idols, eat 
food as really offered to an idol, and their conscience, being weak, is defiled. (1 Cor. 8:7)  

b) Now the Spirit expressly says that in later times some will depart from the faith by devoting 
themselves to deceitful spirits and teachings of demons, through the insincerity of liars whose 
consciences are seared, (1 Tim. 4:1-2) 

c) To the pure, all things are pure, but to the defiled and unbelieving, nothing is pure; but both 
their minds and their consciences are defiled. (Titus 1:15) 

5. How does this happen? The same way we see Pharaoh’s heart hardened by his own sins and by God’s 
judgments! 

a) So the heart of Pharaoh was hardened, and he did not let the people of Israel go, just as the 
Lord had spoken through Moses. (Ex. 9:35) 

b) Moses (the Preacher) comes to Pharaoh and says, “Thus says the Lord, ‘Let my people go that 
they may serve (worship) Me on my holy mountain!’” 

c) Pharaoh says, “No! I don’t want to,” and turns to his gods and goddesses for deliverance and 
comfort. 

d) God strikes his false sense of security, destroys all his arguments, presses his “finger” into 
Pharaoh’s heart. 

e) And Pharaoh stiffens, resists and becomes harder by the day.  

6. I suggest to you that this same thing happens every week here at Christ Covenant Church, and at 
thousands of other churches around the nation.  
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a) The Preacher says, “Thus says the Lord …” And tells you something you don’t want to do …  

(1) Come to church on Sunday evening and worship God to complete the 
commandment #4 – keep the Sabbath holy.  

(2) Come to Sunday school and sit under the teaching of the Word of God in the 
fellowship of other believers. 

(3) Tithe your money to the Lord and break the power of greed. 

(4) Give a Faith Promise to Missions and invest in the Great Commission. 

(5) Be baptized and join a church; this church: Christ Covenant. 

(6) Husbands, love your wives as Christ loves the Church and gave Himself up for 
her” – sacrifice for your wife. 

(7) “Wives, submit to your husbands as unto the Lord” – honor and help your 
husbands. 

(8) “Honor your father and mother,” even if they were bad parents.  

(9) Forgive in order to be forgiven. 

(10) “Pursue holiness without which no one can see the Lord” 

(11) “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved, you and your household” 
(Acts 16:31) 

7. Each time we say, “No, I don’t want to,” a process must unfold that hardens our hearts, sears our 
consciences and crushes our souls.  

a) First: We have to justify our disobedience to God by attacking the messenger of God. It’s the 
Preacher who is to blame! 

(1) When Ahab saw Elijah, Ahab said to him, “Is it you, you troubler of Israel?” And 
he answered, “I have not troubled Israel, but you have, and your father's house, 
because you have abandoned the commandments of the Lord and followed the 
Baals. (1 Kings 18:17-18) 

(2) “As for you, son of man, your people who talk together about you by the walls and 
at the doors of the houses, say to one another, each to his brother, ‘Come, and 
hear what the word is that comes from the Lord.’ And they come to you as people 
come, and they sit before you as my people, and they hear what you say but they 
will not do it; for with lustful talk in their mouths they act; their heart is set on 
their gain. And behold, you are to them like one who sings lustful songs with a 
beautiful voice and plays well on an instrument, for they hear what you say, but 
they will not do it. When this comes—and come it will!—then they will know that a 
prophet has been among them.” (Ezekiel 33:30-33) 

(3) Have I then become your enemy by telling you the truth? (Galatians 4:16) 

b) Second: We turn to other explanations for why certain negative things are happening to us 
because of resistance to God’s word. We turn to other things to … 
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(1) explain away the dysfunction in our lives: Psychology and therapy, Medicine, 
Politics, Sociology – “Everyone is the same … Everybody’s doing this!” 

(2) We seek out other gods (idols) to replace the joy we’ve lost in God: sports, 
hobbies, work and career, boyfriends, family, travel, etc. 

(3) When all else fails we change churches and find one which will tell us what we 
want to hear  

For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having 
itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own 
passions, and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into 
myths. (2 Tim. 4:3-4) 

(4) We say, “I wasn’t being fed. Pastor Ross’ sermons were too academic. My kids 
couldn’t connect to what he preached. Church was b-o-r-i-n-g!”  

(5) Really? Tell me: Am I boring you right now? Is what I am saying too academic? 
Do you see your teenager watching me … right now? Am I “connecting” to you?  

c) Third: We change churches but never to one whose preaching or theology, or worship is as 
God-centered, Christ-honoring or as Spirit-directed as the one that holds God’s Word before 
us.  

d) Do you see what’s happening: We don’t want to follow God’s Word because we think he will 
ruin our happy lives. But as we resist Him and resent his messenger (Moses or Mike!) our 
hearts get harder until we seek another Church which offers to us Another God – one who is 
accommodating to us!  

8. Think of this: Had Pharaoh responded to Moses and let the Israelites go free, would God have ruined 
Egypt or blessed it abundantly?  

a) Pharaoh and his household would have been saved – forgiven of sins and given true faith.  

b) Many Egyptians would have been redeemed. 

c) Their religion, their culture and their country would have been transformed by God’s 
abundant grace. 

d) Egypt and Pharaoh would have been “putty in God’s hands”  

(1) Then the word of the Lord came to me: “O house of Israel, can I not do with you 
as this potter has done? declares the Lord. Behold, like the clay in the potter's 
hand, so are you in my hand, O house of Israel. If at any time I declare concerning 
a nation or a kingdom, that I will pluck up and break down and destroy it, and if 
that nation, concerning which I have spoken, turns from its evil, I will relent of the 
disaster that I intended to do to it. And if at any time I declare concerning a nation 
or a kingdom that I will build and plant it, and if it does evil in my sight, not 
listening to my voice, then I will relent of the good that I had intended to do to it. 
(Jeremiah 18:5-10) 

(2) You will say to me then, “Why does he still find fault? For who can resist his 
will?” But who are you, O man, to answer back to God? Will what is molded say 
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to its molder, “Why have you made me like this?” Has the potter no right over the 
clay, to make out of the same lump one vessel for honorable use and another for 
dishonorable use? What if God, desiring to show his wrath and to make known his 
power, has endured with much patience vessels of wrath prepared for 
destruction, in order to make known the riches of his glory for vessels of mercy, 
which he has prepared beforehand for glory— even us whom he has called, not 
from the Jews only but also from the Gentiles? (Romans 9:19-24) 

9. What an eternal difference the condition of our hearts makes for all of us!  

10. The Bible ends with another retelling of this Plague of Hail, now upon all mankind, and the hardness of 
their hearts …  

a) The seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air, and a loud voice came out of the temple, 
from the throne, saying, “It is done!” And there were flashes of lightning, rumblings, peals of 
thunder, and a great earthquake such as there had never been since man was on the earth, so 
great was that earthquake. The great city was split into three parts, and the cities of the 
nations fell, and God remembered Babylon the great, to make her drain the cup of the wine of 
the fury of his wrath. And every island fled away, and no mountains were to be found. And 
great hailstones, about one hundred pounds each, fell from heaven on people; and they cursed 
God for the plague of the hail, because the plague was so severe. (Rev. 16:17-21) 

b) What an awesome picture of our God and hard hearts! 

11. John Currid; p. 212 

The size of the hailstones in Revelation underscores the absolute extremity and severity of the plague 
at the end times – it is so much greater than the plague in Egypt. The disaster that befell the 
Egyptians was simply a mere foretaste of the final judgment. That ought to give us pause. And it 
ought to drive us to share the good news of Christ that delivers people from such an end.  

Conclusion: Even when the Hand of God is heavy upon a person, a family, a church or community, or even a 
Nation, the mercy of God is foremost and forefront …  

1. The God of Moses is a God of mercy – even in the midst of judgement! 

a) O Lord, I have heard the report of you, 
and your work, O Lord, do I fear. 
In the midst of the years revive it; 
in the midst of the years make it known; 
in wrath remember mercy. 
(Habakkuk 3:2-3) 

b) But if a wicked person turns away from all his sins that he has committed and keeps all my 
statutes and does what is just and right, he shall surely live; he shall not die. None of the 
transgressions that he has committed shall be remembered against him; for the righteousness 
that he has done he shall live. Have I any pleasure in the death of the wicked, declares the 
Lord God, and not rather that he should turn from his way and live? Cast away from you all 
the transgressions that you have committed, and make yourselves a new heart and a new 
spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, 
declares the Lord God; so turn, and live. (Ezekiel 18:21-23, 31-32) 
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c) The Lord works righteousness 
and justice for all who are oppressed. 
He made known his ways to Moses, 
his acts to the people of Israel. 
The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
He will not always chide, 
nor will he keep his anger forever. 
He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
For as high as the heavens are above the earth, 
so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 
as far as the east is from the west, 
so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 
As a father shows compassion to his children, 
so the Lord shows compassion to those who fear him. 
For he knows our frame; 
he remembers that we are dust. (Ps. 103:6-14) 

d) For I the Lord do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, are not consumed. (Malachi 
3:6) 

2. And this God of Moses is the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

a) For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should 
not perish but have eternal life. (John 3:16) 

b) But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, 
and a thousand years as one day. The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count 
slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should 
reach repentance. (2 Peter 3:8-9) 

c) For judgment is without mercy to one who has shown no mercy. Mercy triumphs over 
judgment. (James 2:13) 

d) If we respond to His good news, if we believe and obey, then “mercy triumphs over 
judgment”! 

3. My message to you, today, is the good news according to Moses! 

a) See, I have set before you today life and good, death and evil. If you obey the commandments 
of the Lord your God that I command you today, by loving the Lord your God, by walking in 
his ways, and by keeping his commandments and his statutes and his rules, then you shall live 
and multiply, and the Lord your God will bless you in the land that you are entering to take 
possession of it. (Deut. 30:15-16) 

b) Do not harden your heart. Respond to God. He only wants to bless you with greater and richer 
life. 

c) He wants to remove the idols from our lives and give us fuller measures of Jesus Christ. 
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d) The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it 
abundantly. (John 10:10) 

4. “Trust and obey, for there’s no other way, to be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey.”  

 


