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Psalm 36           November 6, 2016 PM 
Prayerbook of the Bible                  Prayer/Psalms 
PS1636                       

“The Steadfast Love of God” 

INTRODUCTION: If a young person was to ask me, “Pastor Ross, what has been the greatest, most influential 
and all-transforming development, in your lifetime, that has changed the world and 
surprised you the most?” …  

1. … my answer would surprise everyone in this room!  

2. When I was a freshman at The Ohio State University, one of my professors who was teaching us COBAL 
(Common Business-oriented language), made a statement that shocked me.  

a) In those days a “computer” took up an entire, large sized room. 

b) COBAL was programming that used punch-keyed, thin, cardboard instructions to direct the 
computer program.  

c) My Business Language Professor said to us, “One day, before you young people retire, 
computers will be the size of your wallet, will fit in your hand or pocket, and will do things the 
large computers today cannot begin to accomplish. And they will be connected in an 
international network (Internet) that will enable you to talk face to face with a guy in China.”  

d) I said to myself, “This guy has been watching too many episodes of Star Trek!” 

e) But, it is not the iPhone, the Smart TV, the iPad or laptop or even the Internet that ranks as the 
#1 surprise change-agent of modern life. 

3. I reserve that place for this: The disappearance of Evil in the world.  

4. By that I do not mean that Evil no longer exists in our world; just look at terrorism, riots and the murder 
of police in our streets, war, human trafficking, and corruption at the head of every Institution to prove 
that Evil is alive and well in our world.  

5. What I do mean is this: No one in our culture and society wants to speak about evil, wickedness or bad 
men anymore. Postmodern man, in all his deep-seated pessimism, refuses to acknowledge that Evil is a 
reality we must deal with. In fact, what is evil is now called good and the good is now counted as evil.  

6. Isiah’s prophesy (and the Word of the Lord) is quite pertinent today:  

a) Woe to those who call evil good 
and good evil, 
who put darkness for light 
and light for darkness,  
who put bitter for sweet 
and sweet for bitter! 
Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes, 
and shrewd in their own sight! 
Woe to those who are heroes at drinking wine, 
and valiant men in mixing strong drink, 
who acquit the guilty for a bribe, 
and deprive the innocent of his right! (Isaiah 5:20-23) 
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b) Today homosexuality is promoted even though God clearly states that it leads to hell.  

Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be 
deceived: neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men who 
practice homosexuality, nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor 
swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. (1 Cor. 6:9-10) 

c) Same sex marriages are touted as a “human right” and the “law of the Land,” while God 
clearly calls this an abomination. 

You shall not lie with a male as with a woman; it is an abomination. (Lev. 18:22) 

d) Abortion is not a woman’s right to choose; it is murder – the cold and calculating taking of 
the most innocent and helpless of human lives.  

e) Slavery is not a “peculiar institution” ever to be justified. It is contrary to God’s gospel of 
Freedom.  

Now we know that the law is good, if one uses it lawfully, understanding this, that the law 
is not laid down for the just but for the lawless and disobedient, for the ungodly and 
sinners, for the unholy and profane, for those who strike their fathers and mothers, for 
murderers, the sexually immoral, men who practice homosexuality, enslavers, liars, 
perjurers, and whatever else is contrary to sound doctrine, in accordance with the gospel 
of the glory of the blessed God with which I have been entrusted. (1 Tim. 1:8-11) 

f) There are not many ways to God, and God has never honored other religions. His Son clearly 
said this:  

(1) Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through me. (John 14:6) 

(2) And the Apostles added this clarification 

And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven 
given among men by which we must be saved. (Acts 4:12) 

g) Egalitarian marriage is rebellion against God’s created order and the teachings of Jesus and 
his apostles:  

(1) Then the Lord God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make 
him a helper fit for him.” So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the 
man, and while he slept took one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. And 
the rib that the Lord God had taken from the man he made into a woman and 
brought her to the man. (Gen. 2:18, 21-22) 

(2) But I want you to understand that the head of every man is Christ, the head of a 
wife is her husband, and the head of Christ is God. For man was not made from 
woman, but woman from man. Neither was man created for woman, but woman for 
man. That is why a wife ought to have a symbol of authority on her head, because 
of the angels. Nevertheless, in the Lord woman is not independent of man nor man 
of woman; for as woman was made from man, so man is now born of woman. And 
all things are from God. (1 Cor. 11:3, 8-12) 
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(3) Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. For the husband is the head 
of the wife even as Christ is the head of the church, his body, and is himself its 
Savior. Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit in 
everything to their husbands. Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the 
church and gave himself up for her (Eph. 5:22-25) 

(4) Head … Helper … Man … Woman … Husband … Wife.  

(5) any alternation of this complementary pattern is sin.  

h) And I could go on, about drunkenness, marijuana, Sabbath-breaking, disrespect for authority 
and sassing one’s parents, racism, sexism, feminism, chauvinism, pornography, fornication, 
divorce, transgenderism, idolatry, violence, prostitution, sexting, MMA among females, etc … 
etc … etc …  

7. And, what’s most sad, is that the resentment, anger and opposition to calling “evil evil and good good” 
comes from within the church as much as out in the Christian culture. Preachers today are expected to be 
…  

a) subtle, nuanced, non-directive 

b) suggesting ideas for consideration instead of calling for holiness 

c) “grace oriented”; i.e., never speaking about obedience (Law) 

d) “Cool” – overtly ok with the sick society around us.  

8. I am retiring at just the right moment in American church history. I simply do not (and will not) fit the 
mold of the permissive pastor, so prevalent today. I march to a different tune:  

I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and 
by his appearing and his kingdom: preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, 
rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and teaching. For the time is coming when people will not 
endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit 
their own passions, and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths. As for 
you, always be sober-minded, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry. (2 
Timothy 4:1-5) 

9. But … this is not new to mankind. Though not on the scale it is today, David experienced the same thing: 
Wickedness (evil). He often felt like I do – a spiritual neanderthal about to be extinct.  

a) O men, how long shall my honor be turned into shame? 
How long will you love vain words and seek after lies? Selah 
But know that the Lord has set apart the godly for himself; 
the Lord hears when I call to him. (Ps. 4:2-3) 

b) In the Lord I take refuge; 
how can you say to my soul, 
“Flee like a bird to your mountain, 
for behold, the wicked bend the bow; 
they have fitted their arrow to the string 
to shoot in the dark at the upright in heart; if the foundations are destroyed, what can the 
righteous do?” (Ps. 11:1-3) 
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c) Save, O Lord, for the godly one is gone; 
for the faithful have vanished from among the children of man. 
Everyone utters lies to his neighbor; 
with flattering lips and a double heart they speak. (Ps. 12:1-2) 

d) The fool says in his heart, “There is no God.” 
They are corrupt, they do abominable deeds; 
there is none who does good. 
The Lord looks down from heaven on the children of man, 
to see if there are any who understand, 
who seek after God. 
They have all turned aside; together they have become corrupt; 
there is none who does good, 
not even one. (Ps. 14:1-3) 

10. In Psalm 36 David notes that wickedness has grown to epidemic proportion. Evil is in open display.  

a) Transgression speaks to the wicked 
deep in his heart; 
there is no fear of God 
before his eyes. 
For he flatters himself in his own eyes 
that his iniquity cannot be found out and hated. 
The words of his mouth are trouble and deceit; 
he has ceased to act wisely and do good. 
He plots trouble while on his bed; 
he sets himself in a way that is not good; 
he does not reject evil. (Ps. 36:1-4) 

b) Psalm 36 is a commentary on Psalm 1 and its theme 

(1) The righteous, good, God’s blessing 

(2) The Wicked, evil, God’s judgment 

c) But there is a difference: In Psalm 1 the wicked and the righteous were contrasted. In Psalm 
36 the contrast is between the wicked and God.  

d) And the theme of Psalm 36 is God’s chesed 

(1) chesed: steadfast love, lovingkindness, Covenant love and loyalty. 

(2) David’s favorite word in the Psalter.  

(3) chesed occurs 248 times in the OT and 127 times in the Psalter in 54 Psalms, in all 
five books of the Psalter.  

11. Psalm 36 has three stanzas … 

a) The Way of the Wicked (36:1-4) 

b) The Way of God (36:5-9) 

c) The Way of Righteousness (36:10-12) 
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I. UNDERSTANDING PSALM 36 …  

A. The Way of the Wicked (36:1-4) 

1. Transgression speaks to the wicked 
deep in his heart; 
there is no fear of God 
before his eyes. 
For he flatters himself in his own eyes 
that his iniquity cannot be found out and hated. 
The words of his mouth are trouble and deceit; 
he has ceased to act wisely and do good. 
He plots trouble while on his bed; 
he sets himself in a way that is not good; 
he does not reject evil. (Ps. 36:1-4) 

2. David’s explanation of how evil arrives is one of the most profound, pastoral, and theological 
statements in all of Scripture. He says that Evil flourishes over 7 steps taken by the wicked fool.  

a) First: The wicked fool is tempted: “Transgression speaks to the wicked deep in his heart 
…” 

(1) How does David know that? He too is tempted. 

(2) Some Mss read “deep in my heart.” 

(3) Michael Wilcock: Psalms: BST: vol. 1., p. 125 

If it means, ‘Concerning the wicked, Sinfulness speaks within his heart,’ it 
is the voice of the wicked man’s own sinful nature, prompting all the 
outworkings of verses 1b-4. If it means ‘Concerning the wicked, Sinfulness 
speaks within my heart,’ I am as it were overhearing what it says to him, no 
doubt because I too have a sinful nature which says the same kind of thing 
to me.  

b) Second: This wicked one is a fool because he has no fear of God: “… there is no fear of 
God before his eyes …”  

(1) The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge; 
fools despise wisdom and instruction. (Prov. 1:7) 

(2) The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, 
and the knowledge of the Holy One is insight. 
For by me your days will be multiplied, 
and years will be added to your life. 
If you are wise, you are wise for yourself; 
if you scoff, you alone will bear it. (Prov. 9:10-12) 

c) Third: The wicked fool lies to himself that his sins will neither be  

(1) found out by God 

(2) or hated by others 
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(3) For he flatters himself in his own eyes that his iniquity cannot be found out and 
hated. (Ps. 36:2) 

d) Fourth: This evildoer begins to spread his wickedness with his mouth: “The words of his 
mouth are trouble and deceit …” 

(1) He boasts, promotes his sin, troubles others who may disagree with him or 
oppose him 

(2) He has become an evangelist of evil 

(3) like our Media, University, Government, Legal profession and Corporate 
HQ’s. 

(4) Key: If you tell the lie long enough to the same people they’ll eventually 
believe it.  

e) Fifth: He has made a conscious decision to not even act as if he’s doing good. He lives 
unwisely because he lives wickedly … 

(1) “… he has ceased to act wisely and do good.” 

(2) Notice: David does not think that rebellion is “cool” 

(3) He believes that it is stupid.  

f) Sixth: This wicked person plans his evil ways while he retires for the night: “He plots 
trouble while on his bed; he sets himself in a way that is not good.”  

(1) He should be praying to God 

when I remember you upon my bed, 
and meditate on you in the watches of the night; 
for you have been my help, 
and in the shadow of your wings I will sing for joy. 
My soul clings to you; 
your right hand upholds me. (Ps. 63:6-8) 

(2) Instead, he plans his sinful course of action and determines to pursue a “way 
that is not good.”  

(3) There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way to death. (Prov. 
14:12) 

(4) Good sense wins favor, 
but the way of the treacherous is their ruin. (Prov. 13:15) 

g) Seventh: The final step is inevitable: “He does not reject evil.” 

(1) Instead, he embraces and celebrates it.  

(2) This evil is the new “good.” 

3. Evil is always arrived at by means of a slow, deliberate process, over time.  

But each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire. Then desire when it has 
conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully grown brings forth death. (James 1:14-15) 
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4. Peter C. Craigie: Psalms 1-50: WBC; pp. 291-292 

The description of the wicked person indicates that the source of his error was deep-seated in the 
mind. Having no fear of God, he effectively blinded himself with self-adoration; having then only 
himself to go by as a measure for morality, he was totally unable either to know or to hate his 
own iniquity. Having dispensed with the fear of God, which was the foundation of wisdom, he had 
become a moral cripple. In both speech and action, he was totally dedicated to wickedness. In bed 
at night, rather than reflecting on God’s goodness, he devised new mischief for the morning. 
Instead of choosing the good path, he deliberately chose the path that is not good, apparently not 
knowing that its end was destruction.  

5. In the Epistle to the Romans Paul tells us how this process works in the macrocosm of human society: 
Romans 1:24-32 

a) Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the dishonoring of 
their bodies among themselves, because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and 
worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever! 
Amen. For this reason God gave them up to dishonorable passions. For their women 
exchanged natural relations for those that are contrary to nature; and the men likewise 
gave up natural relations with women and were consumed with passion for one another, 
men committing shameless acts with men and receiving in themselves the due penalty for 
their error. And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave them up to a 
debased mind to do what ought not to be done. They were filled with all manner of 
unrighteousness, evil, covetousness, malice. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, 
maliciousness. They are gossips, slanderers, haters of God, insolent, haughty, boastful, 
inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, foolish, faithless, heartless, ruthless. Though they 
know God's righteous decree that those who practice such things deserve to die, they not 
only do them but give approval to those who practice them. (Romans 1:24-32) 

b) Please note “the bottom line”, literally and culturally:  

Though they know God’s righteous decree that those who practice such things deserve 
to die, they not only do them but give approval to those who practice them. (Romans 
1:32) 

c) For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching 
ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions, and will turn 
away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths. (2 Tim. 4:3-4) 

d) But understand this, that in the last days there will come times of difficulty. For people 
will be lovers of self, lovers of money, proud, arrogant, abusive, disobedient to their 
parents, ungrateful, unholy, heartless, unappeasable, slanderous, without self-control, 
brutal, not loving good, treacherous, reckless, swollen with conceit, lovers of pleasure 
rather than lovers of God, having the appearance of godliness, but denying its power. 
Avoid such people. (2 Tim. 3:1-5) 

6. Those days, my friends, have come upon us. So what is our response?  

a) The solution is found in God 

b) specifically, God’s covenant love and loyalty.  
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B. The Way of God (36:5-9) 

1. It is significant that the word chesed occurs 3 times in the next 6 verses!  

a) Your steadfast love, O Lord, extends to the heavens, 
your faithfulness to the clouds. (Ps. 36:5) 

b) How precious is your steadfast love, O God! 
The children of mankind take refuge in the shadow of your wings. (Ps. 36:7) 

c) Oh, continue your steadfast love to those who know you, 
and your righteousness to the upright of heart! (Ps. 36:10) 

2. Here are 3 of the 127 times in the Psalms David uses the Hebrew word chesed/ hesed 

steadfast love (ESV, NRSV) 

loving kindness (NASB) 

unfailing love (NIV) 

mercy (KJV; NKJV) 

faithful love (NLT) 

3. James Luther Mays: Psalms: Interpretation Comm., p. 328 

Steadfast love is both character and act. One can attempt to define it as helpfulness toward those 
with whom one stands in relationship. To do hesed is to do the best in and make the best of a 
relationship. That is why, in a theology that thinks of God’s way with human beings in terms of 
creation, election, promise, and covenant, hesed is immensely important.  

4. When Evil rises, and appears to prosper, all around David it is not to the moral law, nor to righteous 
conduct, nor even to the power of the state that he turns, he turns, instead to the covenant love and 
loyalty of God for His elect people.  

5. He revels and rests in three truths about this (chesed) steadfast love. 

a) First: The steadfast love of God covers all creation 

(1) Your steadfast love, O Lord, extends to the heavens, 
your faithfulness to the clouds. 
Your righteousness is like the mountains of God; 
your judgments are like the great deep; 
man and beast you save, O Lord. (Ps. 36:5-6) 

(2) There is no thing and no person who lives outside the power of God’s covenant 
grace to save from sin. 

(3) Paul put David’s words in summary form 

Now the law came in to increase the trespass, but where sin increased, 
grace abounded all the more, so that, as sin reigned in death, grace also 
might reign through righteousness leading to eternal life through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. (Romans 5:20-21) 
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b) Second: The steadfast love of God is the source of salvation, blessing, light and life for 
God’s elect.  

(1) How precious is your steadfast love, O God! 
The children of mankind take refuge in the shadow of your wings. 
They feast on the abundance of your house, 
and you give them drink from the river of your delights. 
For with you is the fountain of life; in your light do we see light. (Ps. 36:7-9) 

(2) James M. Boice: Psalms: Vol. 1; p. 313 

What distinguishes the righteous from the wicked are not the good deeds of 
the godly (though they inevitably express their right relationship to God by 
good deeds), but rather that they, in distinction from the wicked, have taken 
refuge under the shadow of God’s wings. The words “find refuge” mean to 
flee for refuge, like a man guilty of manslaughter fleeing from the avenger 
of blood.  

That mercy is to be found in Jesus Christ. He said of Jerusalem, “O 
Jerusalem, Jerusalem, … how often I have longed to gather your children 
together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not 
willing!” (Luke 13:34). the masses of Jesus’ day missed that great blessing 
and perished. The masses miss them today.  

(3) Please Notice: It is only in the presence of God and through the life of Jesus 
Christ that we are able to distinguish good from evil.  

For with you is the fountain of life; in your light do we see light. (Ps. 36:9) 

(4) On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and cried out, “If 
anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as the 
Scripture has said, ‘Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.’” (John 
7:37-38) 

Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever 
follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” (John 
8:12) 

(5) Light … life … love in God’s saving grace in Jesus. 

c) Third: The steadfast love of God is something to pray for – even for those who are 
already saved. 

Oh, continue your steadfast love to those who know you, 
and your righteousness to the upright of heart! (Ps. 36:10) 

C. The Way of Righteousness (36:10-12) 

1. David ends his Psalm/ Prayer asking for the way of righteousness to be open to the redeemed:  

Oh, continue your steadfast love to those who know you, 
and your righteousness to the upright of heart! 
Let not the foot of arrogance come upon me, 



 

PS1636 
 

10 

nor the hand of the wicked drive me away. 
There the evildoers lie fallen; 
they are thrust down, unable to rise. (Ps. 36:10-12) 

2. David prays “against himself: - “Let not the foot of arrogance come upon me …”  

a) He does not want to get caught up in the downhill slide of the arrogant fool, described in 
verses 1-4 … 

b) … and he knows that is quite possible unless God’s covenant grace holds his soul in 
check.  

3. But also prays “against the wicked” and their wickedness – “… nor the hand of the wicked drive me 
away.” 

a) He asks God to keep evil from discouraging him to the point where he despairs of grace 
and defects from God.  

b) As Jesus taught us to pray: “Deliver us from evil.” 

4. And, finally, he sees the end of the wicked and of Evil: cast down to destruction, to death, to hell! 

a) There the evildoers lie fallen; 
they are thrust down, unable to rise. (Ps. 36:12) 

b) His prayer becomes prophecy 

5. Alexander Maclaren: The Book of Psalms; vol. 1; p. 355 

Prayer wins prophetic certitude. From his serene shelter under the wing, the suppliant looks out 
on the rout of baffled foes, and sees the end which gives the lie to the oracle of transgression and 
its flatteries. God, who is the shelter of the upright in heart, has at last found out the sinner’ 
iniquity, and His hatred of sin stands ready to “smite once, and smite no more.”  

6. The Prayer is complete –  

a) Observations about the wicked, 

b) Confidence in God’s covenant love and loyalty,  

c) Prayer for deliverance from evil, 

d) Prophetic certainty that God, grace, goodness will eventually prevail.  

II. PRAYING PSALM 36 

1. It is obvious that Psalm 36 is connected to the previous Psalm 35. 

a) The Twin Themes of the Psalter 

(1) The two kinds of people: righteous and wicked 

Blessed is the man 
who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, 
nor stands in the way of sinners, 
nor sits in the seat of scoffers; 
but his delight is in the law of the Lord, 
and on his law he meditates day and night. 
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He is like a tree 
planted by streams of water 
that yields its fruit in its season, 
and its leaf does not wither. 
In all that he does, he prospers. 
The wicked are not so, 
but are like chaff that the wind drives away. (Ps. 1:1-4) 

(2) Man’s Basic Problem: Rebellion against God and his Son 

Why do the nations rage 
and the peoples plot in vain? 
The kings of the earth set themselves, 
and the rulers take counsel together, 
against the Lord and against his Anointed, saying, 
 “Let us burst their bonds apart 
and cast away their cords from us.” (Ps. 2:1-3) 

b) This theme weaves its way through Book I of the Psalter: “The first Davidic Collection” 

c) It reaches a climax in Psalm 35: An Imprecatory Psalm 

(1) Contend, O Lord, with those who contend with me; 
fight against those who fight against me! 
Take hold of shield and buckler 
and rise for my help! 
Draw the spear and javelin 
against my pursuers! 
Say to my soul, 
“I am your salvation!” 
Let them be put to shame and dishonor 
who seek after my life! 
Let them be turned back and disappointed 
who devise evil against me! 
Let them be like chaff before the wind, 
with the angel of the Lord driving them away! 
Let their way be dark and slippery, 
with the angel of the Lord pursuing them! (Ps. 35:1-6) 

(2) A Righteous man beset with wicked men all around. 

d) Psalm 36: How to Pray about Evil in a Wicked World 

2. Michael Wilcock: The Message of the Psalms 1-72: BST; pp. 124-125 

a) Psalm 1’s theme of the two ways, the way of the righteous and the way of the wicked, is never 
far from the minds of the compilers of this first David Collection. In these psalms, so many of 
which seem to reflect David’s own experience, we see a man who often identifies himself quite 
unselfconsciously with the righteous, not out of conceit, but simply as one who is suffering at 
the hands of the wicked. The collection so far comes to something of a climax with Psalm 35, 
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which envisages in the most real and personal terms, and asks God for, a fulfilling of Psalm 
1:6: ‘the Lord watches over the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked will perish’. 
After it the compilers have placed a poem which is a kind of rewriting and expanding of that 
introductory one, in the light of all that has happened between.  

b) i.e., Psalm 36 

3. I suggest to you that there are five aspects of Psalm 36 which will enhance our prayers and encourage 
our souls. 

4. First: Psalm 36 reminds us that you can broach the subject of evil with God and find a sympathetic ear.  

a) God knows that evil exists. He sent His son to suffer and died to destroy evil, once and for all 
…  

Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, for the devil has been sinning from the 
beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil. (1 
John 3:8) 

b) Jesus Himself taught us to pray: “Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.”  

c) You don’t have to be politically correct about any evil, or tiptoe around moral issues, or be 
reticent to call someone “wicked” when you pray. (Even if you’re wrong in your assessment, 
God’s grace will forgive, correct but also commend a heart pursuing righteousness in prayer.) 

d) If you can’t talk to God, in prayer, about evil, then who could you ever talk to about the 
wickedness in this world?  

e) In fact, you should address evil in your prayer; It is a mark of those who hunger for 
righteousness. 

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. 
(Matt. 5:6) 

5. Second: Psalm 36:1-4 serves as a powerful examination of conscience. It is an answer to Psalm 139:23-
24 

a) Search me, O God, and know my heart! 
Try me and know my thoughts! 
And see if there be any grievous way in me, 
and lead me in the way everlasting! (Ps. 139:23-24) 

b) “the grievous way” (NASB: “the hurtful way”) is expounded in Psalm 36:1-4 

Transgression speaks to the wicked 
deep in his heart; 
there is no fear of God 
before his eyes. 
For he flatters himself in his own eyes 
that his iniquity cannot be found out and hated. 
The words of his mouth are trouble and deceit; 
he has ceased to act wisely and do good. 
He plots trouble while on his bed; 
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he sets himself in a way that is not good; 
he does not reject evil. (Ps. 36:1-4) 

c) Ask yourself, often, when you pray Psalm 36:  

(1) Am I giving in to temptation? 

(2) Is there an absence of fear of the Lord in my soul?  

(3) Am I flattering myself and lying to myself about my sin? 

(4) Is my language beginning to sound wicked? Rebellious? 

(5) Am I pursuing foolish actions bound for destruction? 

(6) Do I plan my wicked ways when I am alone with my thoughts? 

(7) Have I embraced evil and redefined what is good?  

d) Illustration: Have I always agreed with Scripture about the sin of homosexuality? But now 
that my daughter has “come out” as a Lesbian am I waffling on truth? Angry at the church? 
Saying things like ‘The Church has gotten it all wrong about gays’? Am I headed away from 
Christ on this issue and into the way of the LGBT deception? 

6. Third: Pray under the cover of God’s covenant grace. 

a) Your steadfast love, O Lord, extends to the heavens, 
your faithfulness to the clouds. 
Your righteousness is like the mountains of God; 
your judgments are like the great deep; 
man and beast you save, O Lord. (Ps. 36:5-6) 

b) We never pray in our own righteousness, but always “in Jesus’ name” or “for Christ’s sake.” 

c) We pray as sinners with evil gurgling deep down in our souls; waiting to erupt. 

d) But the covenant love and loyalty of God will subdue that innate wickedness (depravity) as 
long as we “take refuge” under the shadow of Christ’s wings!  

(1) He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High 
will abide in the shadow of the Almighty. 
I will say to the Lord, “My refuge and my fortress, 
my God, in whom I trust.” 
For he will deliver you from the snare of the fowler 
and from the deadly pestilence. 
He will cover you with his pinions, 
and under his wings you will find refuge; 
his faithfulness is a shield and buckler. (Ps. 91:1-4) 

(2) My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal 
life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand. My 
Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch 
them out of the Father's hand. I and the Father are one.” (John 10:27-30) 
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e) Don’t be afraid to confess your own evil to God as you abide under the shelter of Jesus Christ. 
God will honor that.  

7. Fourth: Pray with the prophetic eye. In the end, God will destroy all evil and condemn all the wicked. In 
the end righteousness and goodness prevail, because Jesus comes again! 

8. Fifth: Pray evangelistically. You and I were once found in Psalm 36:1-4. By God’s mercy, patience and 
grace we now pray in Psalm 36:5-12. The wicked can always become the righteous, once Christ invades 
their dark worlds …  

Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: 
neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men who practice homosexuality, nor 
thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of 
God. And such were some of you. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the 
name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. (1 Cor. 6:9-11) 

He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved 
Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. (Col. 1:13-14) 

9. A final exhortation to my fellow ordained ministers: few Psalms in the Psalter are as necessary to our 
souls as Psalm 36. We are called by God to be very clear, not at all confused, and never afraid to call evil 
for what it is. Let people laugh and scorn us for being so “legalistic” or so “graceless” in our preaching. 
Remember your calling …  

The word of the Lord came to me: “Son of man, speak to your people and say to them, If I bring the 
sword upon a land, and the people of the land take a man from among them, and make him their 
watchman, and if he sees the sword coming upon the land and blows the trumpet and warns the 
people, then if anyone who hears the sound of the trumpet does not take warning, and the sword 
comes and takes him away, his blood shall be upon his own head. He heard the sound of the trumpet 
and did not take warning; his blood shall be upon himself. But if he had taken warning, he would 
have saved his life. But if the watchman sees the sword coming and does not blow the trumpet, so that 
the people are not warned, and the sword comes and takes any one of them, that person is taken away 
in his iniquity, but his blood I will require at the watchman's hand. “So you, son of man, I have made 
a watchman for the house of Israel. Whenever you hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them 
warning from me. If I say to the wicked, O wicked one, you shall surely die, and you do not speak to 
warn the wicked to turn from his way, that wicked person shall die in his iniquity, but his blood I will 
require at your hand. But if you warn the wicked to turn from his way, and he does not turn from his 
way, that person shall die in his iniquity, but you will have delivered your soul. (Ezekiel 33:1-9) 

“And you, son of man, say to the house of Israel, Thus have you said: ‘Surely our transgressions and 
our sins are upon us, and we rot away because of them. How then can we live?’ Say to them, As I 
live, declares the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn 
from his way and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways, for why will you die, O house of 
Israel? “And you, son of man, say to your people, The righteousness of the righteous shall not deliver 
him when he transgresses, and as for the wickedness of the wicked, he shall not fall by it when he 
turns from his wickedness, and the righteous shall not be able to live by his righteousness[a] when he 
sins. Though I say to the righteous that he shall surely live, yet if he trusts in his righteousness and 
does injustice, none of his righteous deeds shall be remembered, but in his injustice that he has done 
he shall die. Again, though I say to the wicked, ‘You shall surely die,’ yet if he turns from his sin and 
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does what is just and right, if the wicked restores the pledge, gives back what he has taken by 
robbery, and walks in the statutes of life, not doing injustice, he shall surely live; he shall not die. 
None of the sins that he has committed shall be remembered against him. He has done what is just 
and right; he shall surely live. “Yet your people say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just,’ when it is their 
own way that is not just. When the righteous turns from his righteousness and does injustice, he shall 
die for it. And when the wicked turns from his wickedness and does what is just and right, he shall 
live by this. Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ O house of Israel, I will judge each of you 
according to his ways.” (Ezekiel 33:10-20) 

“As for you, son of man, your people who talk together about you by the walls and at the doors of the 
houses, say to one another, each to his brother, ‘Come, and hear what the word is that comes from 
the Lord.’ And they come to you as people come, and they sit before you as my people, and they hear 
what you say but they will not do it; for with lustful talk in their mouths they act; their heart is set on 
their gain. And behold, you are to them like one who sings lustful songs with a beautiful voice and 
plays well on an instrument, for they hear what you say, but they will not do it. When this comes—and 
come it will!—then they will know that a prophet has been among them.” (Ezekiel 33:30-33) 

10. We preach as prophets, we pray with the “prophetic eye”, and we live by the prophetic word: “Thus saith 
the Lord…” 


