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When the Sun Went Out 
 

INTRODUCTION:  The Egyptians had a worldview shaped by their religion and its mythical stories, particularly 
the story of creation … 

1. In the beginning Atum-Ra created the heavens (and the gods) and the earth (mankind and animals).  

a) This Chief deity is known by two names Atum-Ra 

(1) Atum (first name): “The One who is All” 

(2) Ra (more popular name) “the sun” 

b) He created “The Nine” (the chief deities of the Egyptian pantheon of Gods)  

(1) Shu: the god of air 

(2) Tefnet: the goddess of moisture 

(3) Geb: the god of earth 

(4) Nut: the goddess of the sky/heavens 

(5) Osiris: the god of the netherworld (dead) 

(6) Isis: the goddess of resurrection (sister-wife of Osiris)  

(7) Seth: the god of disorder and chaos (i.e., the devil) 

(8) Nephthys: the goddess of funerals (sister-wife of Seth)  

(9) Horus: Son-god of Osiris and Isis; god of Rule 

c) This pantheon of gods and goddesses shapes the creation story of Egypt. 

2. Atum-Ra, emerging from the primeval waters of chaos, brought everything into existence, using his own 
body fluids and body parts to make what exists. He fought back darkness and chaos to bring light, life 
and order into a coherent creation. In the process, mankind rebelled against Atum-Ra. He appointed his 
daughter Sekhmet to punish and destroy mankind. She did so in such an aggressive and thorough manner 
that the other gods feared the destruction of all creation. They tricked her into thinking that a red-colored 
lake of wine was blood. She drank it until she was intoxicated and subdued, and then began to bless 
mankind again.  

Atum-Ra angered in spirit by the rebellion of mankind and the sinister dealings of the other gods, 
withdrew from the world. He built two boats – one for day and one for night – and daily sails from east to 
west to maintain the order of creation. With him on the boats are “the nine”. One boat sails the sky during 
the day (as the sun); the other boat sails through the netherworld (thus creating night). Time in the year is 
marked by the 12 stages of Ra’s journey, daily and monthly. 

3. Atum-Ra made Shu from his spittle, and Tefnet (Shu’s sister). They live as man and wife, and produced 
Geb (earth) and Nut (sky). These two continually made love until separated forever by Ra. But their 
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uncle Thoth (moon god) arranged for them to sleep together 5 days each year. Thus, they gave birth to 
Osiris and Seth, their sons, and to Isis and Nephthys, their daughters.  

Seth killed his brother Osiris who was heir to the rule of the earth. He dismembered Osiris’ body and 
scattered the parts throughout the earth. Nephthys (Seth’s sister-wife) helped Isis to both reassemble 
Osiris’ body and cause him to rise again (a resurrection). Osiris chose to dwell in the netherworld, as god 
of the dead. So the son of Osiris and Isis Horus, became the “son of the gods,” the god of rule 
(kingdom), and the spirit of all Pharaohs. His constant warfare with his uncle Seth created the forces of 
good and evil; of joy and sorrow, and life vs. death. Only through the intervention of the wise and caring 
moon-god Thoth was a precarious balance arrived at and maintained, with the negotiation of all the other 
gods. 

4. The key to life in the world is this: The gods (the nine especially) must cooperate with and journey 
alongside Atum-Ra, on his daily patrol across the earth, and in the netherworld. If this does not happen 
in a spirit of cooperation, then darkness and chaos once more overcome the world and everything dies – 
ceases to be!  

5. Each day, on the eastern horizon, Ra is reborn by his mother-sister-wife, the goddess Hathor (the sacred 
cow). And each evening, in the western sunset, she makes love to Ra, and gives birth to the next day.  

6. Thus:  All of life hangs in a precarious balance between the gods and goddesses of Ra’s family, and his 
successful daily travel across the sky. If Ra is not reborn daily, everything dies! One hymn to Ra reads 
thusly:  

Hail to thee, beautiful Re of everyday, who rises at dawn without ceasing, Khepri wearying (himself) 
with labor! Thy rays are in (one’s) face, without one knowing it. Fine gold is not like the radiance of 
thee. Thou who has constructed thyself, thou didst fashion thy body, a shaper who was (himself) not 
shaped; unique in his nature, passing eternity, the distant one, under whose guidance are millions of 
ways, just as thy radiance is like the radiance of heaven and thy color glistens more than its surface.  

7. The kings (Pharaohs), as sons of Ra and sons of the gods, rule on earth in order to help Ra maintain the 
order of creation.  

8. Rachel H. Wilkinson: The Complete Gods and Goddess of Ancient Egypt, pp. 207-208. 

a) In Egyptian mythology the creation of kingship and social order was synchronous with the 
creation of the world. Re was thus the first king as well as the creator of kingship. The god 
ruled on earth over his creation until according to legend he became old, then Re departed to 
the heavens where he continued to rule and also acted as the ancestor of the king of Egypt. In 
the Pyramid Texts we find the combined Re-Atum called the father of the king, and according 
to the legend preserved in the Westcar Papyrus, the kings of the 5th dynasty were actual sons 
of Re divinely begotten of the wife of the high priest of Heliopolis. Already by the 5th dynasty, 
the ‘Son of Re’ epithet of the king’s titulary had been introduced which formalized this 
mythical relationship for the rest of Egyptian history. Rulership under Re was synonymous 
with the right rulership or rule according to maat.  

b) Maat: the goddess who was the daughter of Ra 

c) maat: truth, order, balance, harmony, law, morality, justice 

d) maat= our concept of righteousness 
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e) The sun god himself is also regenerated in the nightly cycle, but before this triumphal 
occurrence, the serpent Apophis, the arch enemy of Re, is defeated each night with the aid of 
those deities that accompany Re in his barque. Just as the deceased king was said to ascend to 
the heavens to join Re’s journey across the sky, so he also accompanied the solar god on his 
underworld journey.  

9. Imagine, then, how devastating and frightening it would be if one-day Ra died … the sun went out … the 
primordial waters and darkness once again covered the world … and everything died!  

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was without form and void, and 
darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the 
waters. (Gen. 1:1-2) 

10. This is exactly what Egypt feared when Moses brought the 9th Plague upon Egypt …  

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand toward heaven, that there may be darkness over 
the land of Egypt, a darkness to be felt.” So Moses stretched out his hand toward heaven, and there 
was pitch darkness in all the land of Egypt three days. They did not see one another, nor did anyone 
rise from his place for three days, but all the people of Israel had light where they lived. Then 
Pharaoh called Moses and said, “Go, serve the Lord; your little ones also may go with you; only let 
your flocks and your herds remain behind.” But Moses said, “You must also let us have sacrifices 
and burnt offerings, that we may sacrifice to the Lord our God. Our livestock also must go with us; 
not a hoof shall be left behind, for we must take of them to serve the Lord our God, and we do not 
know with what we must serve the Lord until we arrive there.” But the Lord hardened Pharaoh's 
heart, and he would not let them go. Then Pharaoh said to him, “Get away from me; take care never 
to see my face again, for on the day you see my face you shall die.” Moses said, “As you say! I will 
not see your face again.” (Ex. 10:21-29) 

I. THE JUDGMENT OF THE SUN GOD (Exodus 10:21-29) 

1. First: The ninth plague is like the third and the sixth: 

a) each comes suddenly and without warning 

b) each brings to an end a triad of judgements 

(1) Plagues 1-3: judgments of the sacred Nile river 

(2) Plagues 4-6: judgments upon man and beasts 

(3) Plagues 7-9: judgments against the order of creation 

c) Notice: “stretch out your hand toward heaven”  

d) i.e., where the gods live; the home of Atum-Ra 

2. Second: These last three plagues were “felt”; they involved pain, discomfort, deep fear 

a) The pain of boils 

b) The discomfort of a locust swarm 

c) The fear of a darkness that could be “felt”  

d) Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand toward heaven, that there may be 
darkness over the land of Egypt, a darkness to be felt.” (Ex. 10:21) 
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e) This was a supernatural darkness that could be “felt” – thick, dense, heavy. 

3. Third: Allow me to tell you what this darkness was not … 

a) It was not a sandstorm known as a Khamsin: a large sandstorm blowing off the deserts to the 
South of Egypt. This would not have kept Egyptians from having the light of lamps in their 
homes. Nor would it explain why Goshen was spared from such a sandstorm.  

So Moses stretched out his hand toward heaven, and there was pitch darkness in all the 
land of Egypt three days. They did not see one another, nor did anyone rise from his place 
for three days, but all the people of Israel had light where they lived. (Ex. 10:22-23) 

b) It was not an eclipse of the Sun; these last only a matter of minutes, usually less than half-an-
hour. Their darkness was “pitch darkness” for 3 days!  

c) This was a supernatural darkness that could be felt! 

d) John Currid: Exodus: EPC; vol. 1; p. 221, 227 

The verb ‘to darken’ is often used in the context of judgment and curse. So in a 
metaphorical sense the plague symbolized the darkened state of Egypt, both physically 
and spiritually, and its position as a nation under the judgment of God.  

The miraculous nature of the plague of darkness is emphasized here. First, a distinction is 
made between the Egyptians and the Hebrews: God’s people have light and Pharaoh’s 
people do not. Secondly, apparently the Egyptians could not even light lamps or candles 
to see, where as the Hebrews could. The contrast also represents a profound metaphor. In 
the Old Testament, light signifies covenant blessings such as prosperity, peace and justice. 
Darkness, on the other hand reflects judgment, curse and death.  

e) This darkness was oppressive and dense, thick and heavy, making the body feel cold and 
clammy, and the soul feel deeply afraid. This was the hand of God on Egypt … again!  

4. Fourth: Once more, Pharaoh attempts to bargain with Moses and mitigate the command of God. Notice 
the process by which God weakens Pharaoh and subdues his stubborn will.  

a) At first, Pharaoh punished Moses and the Israelite people.  

“You shall no longer give the people straw to make bricks, as in the past; let them go 
and gather straw for themselves. But the number of bricks that they made in the past 
you shall impose on them, you shall by no means reduce it, for they are idle. Therefore 
they cry, ‘Let us go and offer sacrifice to our God.’ Let heavier work be laid on the 
men that they may labor at it and pay no regard to lying words.” (Ex. 5:7-9) 

b) Then, he simply turned his back on Moses and God, after the Nile turned to blood …  

Pharaoh turned and went into his house, and he did not take even this to heart. And all 
the Egyptians dug along the Nile for water to drink, for they could not drink the water 
of the Nile. Seven full days passed after the Lord had struck the Nile. (Ex. 7:23-25) 

c) Then he lied to Moses and Aaron, and manipulated them to obtain relief …  

Then Pharaoh called Moses and Aaron and said, “Plead with the Lord to take away 
the frogs from me and from my people, and I will let the people go to sacrifice to the 
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Lord.” But when Pharaoh saw that there was a respite, he hardened his heart and 
would not listen to them, as the Lord had said. (Ex. 8:8, 15) 

d) Next, Pharaoh ignored the fearful warnings of his own priestly magicians who said, “This is 
the finger of God.” 

The magicians tried by their secret arts to produce gnats, but they could not. So there 
were gnats on man and beast. Then the magicians said to Pharaoh, “This is the finger 
of God.” But Pharaoh's heart was hardened, and he would not listen to them, as the 
Lord had said. (Ex. 8:18-19) 

e) Pharaoh then suggested that Moses take the people of Israel to worship God, but to stay in 
Egypt. 

Then Pharaoh called Moses and Aaron and said, “Go, sacrifice to your God within 
the land.” But Moses said, “It would not be right to do so, for the offerings we shall 
sacrifice to the Lord our God are an abomination to the Egyptians. If we sacrifice 
offerings abominable to the Egyptians before their eyes, will they not stone us? We 
must go three days' journey into the wilderness and sacrifice to the Lord our God as 
he tells us.” So Pharaoh said, “I will let you go to sacrifice to the Lord your God in 
the wilderness; only you must not go very far away. Plead for me.” And the Lord did 
as Moses asked, and removed the swarms of flies from Pharaoh, from his servants, 
and from his people; not one remained. But Pharaoh hardened his heart this time also, 
and did not let the people go. (Ex. 8:25-28, 31-31) 

f) After the fifth plague Pharaoh stiffened again and became resolute in his defiance …  

And Pharaoh sent, and behold, not one of the livestock of Israel was dead. But the 
heart of Pharaoh was hardened, and he did not let the people go. (Ex. 9:7) 

g) When painful boils drove Pharaoh to his bed his heart became even more recalcitrant …  

But the Lord hardened the heart of Pharaoh, and he did not listen to them, as the Lord 
had spoken to Moses. (Ex. 9:12) 

h) After fiery hail decimated the crops of Egypt, then Pharaoh experienced temporary repentance 
…  

Then Pharaoh sent and called Moses and Aaron and said to them, “This time I have 
sinned; the Lord is in the right, and I and my people are in the wrong. Plead with the 
Lord, for there has been enough of God's thunder and hail. I will let you go, and you 
shall stay no longer.” But when Pharaoh saw that the rain and the hail and the 
thunder had ceased, he sinned yet again and hardened his heart, he and his servants. 
So the heart of Pharaoh was hardened, and he did not let the people of Israel go, just 
as the Lord had spoken through Moses. (Ex. 9:27-28, 34-35) 

i) When locusts were threatened Pharaoh relented but he attempted to send only the adults to 
worship YHWH, keeping the children in Egypt to force the Israelites to return. And then he 
loses his temper when Moses refuses his offer …  

Then Pharaoh's servants said to him, “How long shall this man be a snare to us? Let 
the men go, that they may serve the Lord their God. Do you not yet understand that 



 

EX1617 
 

6 

Egypt is ruined?” So Moses and Aaron were brought back to Pharaoh. And he said to 
them, “Go, serve the Lord your God. But which ones are to go?” Moses said, “We 
will go with our young and our old. We will go with our sons and daughters and with 
our flocks and herds, for we must hold a feast to the Lord.” But he said to them, “The 
Lord be with you, if ever I let you and your little ones go! Look, you have some evil 
purpose in mind. No! Go, the men among you, and serve the Lord, for that is what you 
are asking.” And they were driven out from Pharaoh's presence. (Ex. 10:7-11) 

j) The locusts came. Pharaoh buckled. And he again lied to Moses …  

Then Pharaoh hastily called Moses and Aaron and said, “I have sinned against the 
Lord your God, and against you. Now therefore, forgive my sin, please, only this once, 
and plead with the Lord your God only to remove this death from me.” So he went out 
from Pharaoh and pleaded with the Lord. And the Lord turned the wind into a very 
strong west wind, which lifted the locusts and drove them into the Red Sea. Not a 
single locust was left in all the country of Egypt. But the Lord hardened Pharaoh's 
heart, and he did not let the people of Israel go. (Ex. 10:16-20) 

k) So … now … after the grim darkness envelopes the land, Pharaoh makes his final counter 
move …  

(1) Then Pharaoh called Moses and said, “Go, serve the Lord; your little ones also 
may go with you; only let your flocks and your herds remain behind.” (Ex. 10:24) 

(2) Moses refuses; they need their flocks and herds to sacrifice to God. 

(3) So Pharaoh draws the “line in the sand” …  

Then Pharaoh said to him, “Get away from me; take care never to see my face 
again, for on the day you see my face you shall die.” (Ex. 10:28) 

(4) An angry threat, promising to kill Moses and Aaron the next time he saw them!  

5. There’s a key lesson here: When God lays down His law, His word, His command, He cannot be 
bargained with. Each time we attempt to bargain with God or manipulate Him three things happen …  

a) First: We dishonor God and hold Him in contempt. 

b) Second: We harden our own hearts toward God.  

c) Third: We invite His heavy hand upon us until we break, repent, and obey God.  

d) God simply will not tolerate our rebellion and resistance!  

6. Remember: This Pharaoh has a name; he is an historic person: Amenhotep II, a great Pharaoh …  

a) Son of Tutmose III; a King of Egypt’s 18th Dynasty 

b) One of the “Sun Kings” of Egypt’s golden age. 

c) He was born in 1445 BC and died in 1400BC, at age 45. 

d) He ruled Egypt for at least 26 years (1427-1401 BC) 

e) During his reign Egypt reached the zenith of its glory 

f) John J. Davis: Moses and the Gods of Egypt; p. 44 
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Amenhotep II was a very energetic and skillful king. He is known to us in Egyptian history 
as a capable warrior and sportsman who distinguished himself in rowing, horsemanship, 
and archery. The mummy of this king was found in 1898 in the Valley of the Kings at 
Thebes along with his famous bow which he boasted that no other man could draw.  

What is of significance is the fact that (according to the early date) the exodus from Egypt 
took place during the zenith of Egyptian power, prestige and glory. This fact, coupled with 
the idea of the unique nature of God’s intervention for His people, make this one of the 
most memorable events in Hebrew history.  

7. The significance of this 9th plague, where the sun is darkened, cannot be over looked in its significance.  

8. In his fascinating book, The Cult of Ra: Sun-worship in Ancient Egypt, author and curator of the Petrie 
Museum of Egyptian Archaeology in London, Stephen Quirke writes this: The (Egyptian) King is not a 
human being, but a manifestation of the sun god with the outward form and mortal lifespan of a man … 
The King of Egypt is the sun, and this eclipses all politics … the ruler is the Son of Ra … the King (is) 
“Priest of the Sun” …  

The king, and he alone, holds special knowledge of the created world. This is the key to his difference 
when set against human men and women. Knowledge is power. He knows the created forms and their 
different manifestations. He knows the cosmic circuits of sun, moon and stars. He is the sole initiate 
of the creator, and on this rests his pivotal role between gods and humankind. The king acts for the 
sun on earth. He is a part of the very stuff of the sun. As his mortal human vessel gives way, he ‘flies 
to the sky and unites with the sun disk.’ (pp.18-22) 

9. One ancient Egyptian manuscript explained the Pharaoh’s divine sonship and pivotal position in these 
words (Quirke; p. 20) 

Ra has placed the king on the earth of the living for ever and eternity, 
in order to judge humankind, to satisfy the gods, 
to make Right happen and to annihilate Wrong,  
such that he gives divine offerings to the gods, funerary offerings to the blessed dead. 
The name of the king is in the sky like that of Ra, he lives in joy like Ra-Horakhty. 
Nobles rejoice when they see him; the populace gives him praise in his role of ‘the Child’. 

10. Imagine, then, the horror the Egyptians felt when the sun went out for three days and darkness enveloped 
all of Egypt! 

a) The Sun-god Ra had died.  

b) Their worst fear was to come to pass: darkness and disorder overtaking all of creation.  

c) The creation order, the religious order and the social order of Egyptian society was “blacked 
out” 

d) Worst yet: The divine Pharaoh, the “Sun King”, the son of the gods, was unable to sustain the 
order of life!  

11. And this is exactly what God wanted the Egyptians to think!  

II. THE COMING OF THE SON OF GOD 
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1. God would deliver Moses and the Israelites out from bondage to Pharaoh Amenhotep II, and the gods of 
Egypt. He would take them to His “holy mountain” (Sinai/ Horeb), and there He would make a Covenant 
with them … 

a) And God spoke all these words, saying, “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the 
land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. “You shall have no other gods before me. “You 
shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven 
above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You shall not 
bow down to them or serve them, for I the Lord your God am a jealous God, visiting the 
iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and the fourth generation of those who hate 
me, but showing steadfast love to thousands of those who love me and keep my 
commandments. “You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, for the Lord will 
not hold him guiltless who takes his name in vain.” Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it 
holy. (Ex. 20:1-8) 

b) Then He would dictate to Moses the Ten Commandments, the specifications of the 
Tabernacle (tent of meeting), the regulations for worship of the true God, and then …  

c) … He would tell Moses (Israel) the true story of the Creation of the World …  

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was without form 
and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was 
hovering over the face of the waters. And God said, “Let there be light,” and there 
was light. And God saw that the light was good. And God separated the light from the 
darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was 
evening and there was morning, the first day. (Gen. 1:1-5) 

d) The sun was not an eternal force, a god (Ra) from which all things drew life. The sun was a 
creation of the Eternal God.  

e) God did not bring into being all things through His own body fluids and body parts. God 
spoke and out of nothing He created all there is! 

f) There were not two gods waring against one another – the god of chaos and Ra, the god of 
order. There was but one God living in harmony in three persons: Father, Son and Spirit. 
Together they created mankind out of the earth. 

Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have 
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock 
and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 
So God created man in his own image, 
in the image of God he created him; 
male and female he created them. (Gen 1:26-27) 

then the Lord God formed the man of dust from the ground and breathed into his nostrils 
the breath of life, and the man became a living creature. And the Lord God planted a 
garden in Eden, in the east, and there he put the man whom he had formed. (Gen. 2:7-8) 

g) There were never two “brother-gods”, one killing the other. The first murder was that of two 
human brothers. Seth did not kill Osiris; Cain killed Abel.  
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h)  Mankind did rebel against God, but only in two people – Adam and Eve. God did not send 
His daughter to destroy mankind but His Son to save humanity.  

i) God did not withdraw from the earth but rather moved in to engage mankind in its misery, 
and to bring the creation back to Himself. He set out to recreate the world! To overcome 
chaos once again …  

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had 
passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming 
down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard 
a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He 
will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as 
their God. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, 
neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have 
passed away.” And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things 
new.” Also he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” (Rev. 
21:1-5) 

j) Rather than threaten the world with darkness, flood and chaos, God made a Covenant of 
Grace with humankind, and promised that the world would never return to chaos.  

I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of 
the flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” And God said, 
“This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you and every living 
creature that is with you, for all future generations: I have set my bow in the cloud, and it 
shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth. When I bring clouds over the 
earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, I will remember my covenant that is between me 
and you and every living creature of all flesh. And the waters shall never again become a 
flood to destroy all flesh. When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the 
everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the 
earth.” God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that I have established 
between me and all flesh that is on the earth.” (Gen. 9:11-17) 

k) In time, the Son-God (the Son of God) would come into the world, not to judge it but to save 
it. He would become “The Light of the World” overpowering every form of spiritual, social 
and sinful darkness there is …  

(1) In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through him, and 
without him was not any thing made that was made. In him was life, and the life 
was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 
overcome it. (John 1:1-5) 

(2) The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. He was in 
the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 
He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. But to all who did 
receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of 
God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, 
but of God. And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his 
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glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. (John 1:9-
14) 

(3) “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in 
him should not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the 
world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through 
him. Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is 
condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of 
God. And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved 
the darkness rather than the light because their works were evil. (John 3:16-19) 

(4) Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows 
me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” (John 8:12) 

(5) As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world. (John 9:5) 

(6) So Jesus said to them, “The light is among you for a little while longer. Walk while 
you have the light, lest darkness overtake you. The one who walks in the darkness 
does not know where he is going. While you have the light, believe in the light, that 
you may become sons of light.” (John 12:35-36) 

(7) I have come into the world as light, so that whoever believes in me may not remain 
in darkness. If anyone hears my words and does not keep them, I do not judge him; 
for I did not come to judge the world but to save the world. The one who rejects me 
and does not receive my words has a judge; the word that I have spoken will judge 
him on the last day. (John 12:46-48) 

2. Someday, in the not-too-distant future, Jesus Christ will return to this world, and the next time He comes 
it will be as the Judge of the World. Then a great and painful darkness will come once more …  

The fifth angel poured out his bowl on the throne of the beast, and its kingdom was plunged into 
darkness. People gnawed their tongues in anguish and cursed the God of heaven for their pain and 
sores. They did not repent of their deeds. (Rev. 16:10-11) 

3. The sins of Egypt remain in this world until the end of time. The Book of Revelation says so …  

a) And when they have finished their testimony, the beast that rises from the bottomless pit will 
make war on them and conquer them and kill them, and their dead bodies will lie in the street 
of the great city that symbolically is called Sodom and Egypt, where their Lord was crucified. 
(Rev. 11:7-8) 

b) Note that: “the great city that is symbolically called Sodom and Egypt, where our Lord was 
crucified…”  

c) i.e., Sodom, Egypt, Jerusalem … the World. 

d) Zechariah likens fallen mankind to Egypt who will not join in the Exodus, keep the Feast of 
Booths, oppose the Church, not follow the true God …  

And this shall be the plague with which the Lord will strike all the peoples that wage war 
against Jerusalem: their flesh will rot while they are still standing on their feet, their eyes 
will rot in their sockets, and their tongues will rot in their mouths. And on that day a great 
panic from the Lord shall fall on them, so that each will seize the hand of another, and the 
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hand of the one will be raised against the hand of the other. Even Judah will fight at 
Jerusalem. And the wealth of all the surrounding nations shall be collected, gold, silver, 
and garments in great abundance. And a plague like this plague shall fall on the horses, 
the mules, the camels, the donkeys, and whatever beasts may be in those camps. Then 
everyone who survives of all the nations that have come against Jerusalem shall go up 
year after year to worship the King, the Lord of hosts, and to keep the Feast of Booths. 
And if any of the families of the earth do not go up to Jerusalem to worship the King, the 
Lord of hosts, there will be no rain on them. And if the family of Egypt does not go up and 
present themselves, then on them there shall be no rain; there shall be the plague with 
which the Lord afflicts the nations that do not go up to keep the Feast of Booths. This shall 
be the punishment to Egypt and the punishment to all the nations that do not go up to keep 
the Feast of Booths. And on that day there shall be inscribed on the bells of the horses, 
“Holy to the Lord.” And the pots in the house of the Lord shall be as the bowls before the 
altar. (Zech. 14:12-20) 

4. We must not think, my dear Friends, that we and our people are above these sins of ancient Egypt …  

a) Today in our culture a pagan and perverse idea about creation pervades our land: That 
somehow an eternal ball of fire, known as the Sun, caused inanimate and primordial matters 
to come to life, evolve into various stages of animal life, only to emerge, over billions of years, 
into human life. Like the Egyptian creation story, this Evolutionary tale creates more 
questions than it is able to answer, leaves huge issues both unaddressed and unaccounted for, 
and flies in the face of historical knowledge. The Sun-god Ra lives today!  

b) To this day, Americans look to the President as the Egyptians look to the Pharaoh: A man with 
special knowledge and divine power to bring order, prosperity, justice, goodness and security 
to all of life. He cannot, anymore than Pharaoh could. But Americans continue to look to the 
White House for answers to prayer!  

c) Even now, some 3,500 years after Moses and Amenhotep II, we in America continue to merge 
our own sinful lives with the gods and goddesses of sports, commercialism, education, politics 
and entertainment, living vicariously through them, imputing our sinfulness to them and 
justifying our sins by theirs.  

5. The spirit of the Sun-god lives on, down through the ages even to this day … 

a) When Egypt fell to Alexander the Great in 332 B.C., he took as his title: “The Son of Ra, the 
Sun-King”  

b) When the Ptolemy kings took over Egypt in 305 B.C., General Ptolemy declared himself the 
King of Egypt – the “Sun King”, and devoted himself and his descendants to the cultic 
worship of the Sun-god Ra.  

c) When the Romans enfolded Egypt into their empire, the young Caesar Augustus, who 
defeated Antony and Cleopatra (Egypt’s last queen), took to his titles “the divine Caesar, Son 
of the gods”. Caesar-worship began at that time. 

d) Stephen Quirke: The Cult of Ra: Sun-Worship in Ancient Egypt, p. 173 

The imperial cult culminated in the reign of Diocletian, who crushed rebellion in Egypt, 
and transformed the entire temple of Luxor into a legionary fortress centered on the 
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worship of the divine emperor. His persecution of Christians was so fierce that his reign 
still inaugurates the Christian era as the Era of Martyrs in the calendar of the Coptic 
Church (the Christian Church in Egypt).  

e) Louis XIV (1643-1715), was the King of France in it’s golden age. He took the name “The 
Sun King” 

f) When the Japanese worshipped the Emperor Hirohito, and launched their conquest of all the 
Pacific nations in World War II, they called Japan: The Empire of the Sun (and depicted a red 
rising sun on their flag.)  

6. Here is my point behind this sermon, this text and all of this Biblical and Secular History: the spirit of 
idolatry lives on into our age!  

No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and he will not let you 
be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that 
you may be able to endure it. Therefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry. (1Cor. 10:13-14) 

7. We must show great caution and much wisdom to maintain, for us and for our children three Great 
Biblical Truths …  

a) First: The Biblical doctrine of creation: How our world and mankind came into being. Any 
attempt to merge evolution with the Bible is an attempt to merge the god Ra with the God 
YHWH. True religion always begins with a true view of creation.  

b) Second: The Biblical doctrine of Christ. Jesus of Nazareth in the Son-God (Son of God/ God 
the Son). He alone is the incarnation of God, the ruler of the universe, and the One who holds 
creation together.  

(1) He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the 
kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 
He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For by him all 
things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones 
or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for 
him. And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together. And he is the 
head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that 
in everything he might be preeminent. For in him all the fullness of God was 
pleased to dwell, and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on 
earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross. (Col. 1:13-20) 

(2) The Kingdom of Light = Salvation in Jesus 

(3) Image of the invisible God = God incarnate 

(4) Firstborn of creation; i.e., first born in honor and privilege. 

(5) The one who co-creates, sustains and governs the universe 

(6) “… and in him all things hold together”  

(7) The Preeminent One: The King of Kings and Lord of Lords 

(8) in Jesus “all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell” 
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c) Note: Once we became confused, doubtful about, distant from Jesus Christ we lose God, we 
lose salvation, we lose our souls. 

d) Third: The Biblical doctrine of the fallenness of mankind and the holiness of God. We cannot 
conflate our nature with God’s and thus impose our likeness on Him or imputed our ways to 
Him.  

(1) For you hate discipline, 
and you cast my words behind you. 
If you see a thief, you are pleased with him, 
and you keep company with adulterers. 
“You give your mouth free rein for evil, 
and your tongue frames deceit. 
You sit and speak against your brother; 
you slander your own mother's son. 
These things you have done, and I have been silent; 
you thought that I was one like yourself. 
But now I rebuke you and lay the charge before you. 
“Mark this, then, you who forget God, 
lest I tear you apart, and there be none to deliver! 
The one who offers thanksgiving as his sacrifice glorifies me; 
to one who orders his way rightly 
I will show the salvation of God!” (Ps. 50:17-23) 

(2) Gist: We think God is just like us because we are made in His likeness. Not so! 

(3) God is not “the man upstairs”; He is not “cool”; nor is he “ok” with how we live; 
not our “Buddy”  

(4) He does not approve of homosexuality, other religions, our pet sins, and the idea 
that there are many roads to God. God is not indifferent about evil. 

(5) God is all good; man is totally depraved; the two cannot be merged.  

(6) God can never be used by us. We exist for God and not the reverse!  

8. This is where the Egyptians, Greeks, Romans, European Kings and modern fascism all failed. They …  

a) were confused about creation, and the nature of the world … 

b) were ignorant of Jesus Christ, and the nature of God … 

c) were arrogant about their own sin, and the nature of man …  

9. So … God sends us His Son, not a Pharaoh, but a Savior.  

Conclusion: Into this spiritual darkness there comes the Light of God in Jesus Christ.  

1. Those who embrace Jesus Christ as the Son of God, Savior of mankind, and Lord of the Universe … 

2. … are set free from the darkness of sin, saved from the wrath of God, and safe in the order of creation 
established in the beginning …  

3. This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light, and in him is no 
darkness at all. If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not 
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practice the truth. But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, 
and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 
and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is 
not in us. My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does 
sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. He is the propitiation for our sins, 
and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. And by this we know that we have come to 
know him, if we keep his commandments. (1 John 1:5-2:3) 

Beloved, I am writing you no new commandment, but an old commandment that you had from the 
beginning. The old commandment is the word that you have heard. At the same time, it is a new 
commandment that I am writing to you, which is true in him and in you, because the darkness is passing 
away and the true light is already shining. (1 John 2:7-8) 

 


