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The Exodus 
 

INTRODUCTION: Each year the Oxford English Dictionary names the “International Word of the Year”; a new 
word that gains widespread and significant use in the English language.  

1. For 2016 the word of the year is “post-truth” 

a) a hyphenated word: post (After) – truth (reality) 

b) The Dictionary lexicographers defined “post-truth” this way: an adjective relating to or 
denoting circumstances in which objective facts are less influential in shaping public opinion 
than appeals to emotion or personal belief.  

c) Here’s what Casper Grathwohl, president of Oxford Dictionaries, wrote about the word 
“post-truth” 

(1) “It’s not surprising that our choice reflects a year dominated by highly-charged 
political and social discourse. Fueled by the rise of social media as a news source 
and a growing distrust of facts offered up by the establishment, post-truth as a 
concept has been finding its linguistic footing for some time.”  

(2) The use of the word increased an estimated 2000% in 2015-2016. 

(3) “We first saw the frequency really spike this year in June with buzz over the Brexit 
vote and again in July when Donald Trump secured the Republican presidential 
nomination,” Grathwohl said. “Given that usage of the term hasn’t shown any 
signs of slowing down, I wouldn’t be surprised if post-truth becomes one of the 
defining words of our time.”  

2. You and I are living in a “post world”, especially in the West.  

a) We live in a “post-modern” culture, without regard for, and in fact great opposition to, any 
objective truth.  

b) We live in a “post-Christian” country, where people no longer believe the Bible, attend 
Christian Churches, or believe in Jesus Christ.  

c) Now we live in “post-truth” times, when individuals would rather emote than think, believe 
what they want to believe, disregarding the facts, and dispense with truth whenever it 
becomes inconvenient.  

3. Examples are not difficult to find to prove that we are becoming a post-truth people …  

a) although such examples are not safe to set forth. People will become angry with you for 
pointing out the post-truth tendencies in their lives.  

b) Donald Trump: a man who’s never asked God for forgiveness, has been married three times, 
gropes women and deals in questionable business practices, and seldom, if ever, attends 
Church – suddenly Evangelicals have made him a Christian.  
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c) Hillary Clinton: her dealings with the truth about her email practices while Secretary of 
State, her shady financial dealings, and her contradictory statements about her religious 
beliefs – all those were ignored by many who voted for her.  

d) The mother of a daughter who “comes out” and declares her Lesbianism. This woman who 
taught Bible studies and rightly condemned homosexuality as a grave sin, suddenly does a 
180° turn and informs her Bible study that (1) homosexuality is not a sin, (2) practicing 
homosexuals can indeed be Christian, and (3) the Church has always been homophobic.  

e) The City of Charlotte’s Leaders: who can look you straight in the eyes and tell you that 
transgender bathrooms are both a civil rights issue and a harmless (safe) practice. 

f) All these people choose to ignore truth because they “feel” otherwise!  

4. The Church of Jesus Christ, and the Bible, and those men who are Biblical Preachers suffer most in a 
post-truth culture.  

a) People leave solid churches, with good theology godly ethics and aged-old Christian practices 
for churches who will tell them what they want to hear. Churches that make them feel loved, 
affirmed, accepted and “cool”.  

For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching 
ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions, and will turn 
away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths. (2 Tim. 4:3-4) 

b) Biblical Preachers are getting beaten up badly. More and more are dropping out of ministry, 
because of the personal attacks – anger, abusive language, threats of lawsuits and bullying, 
and just plain ugly treatment. Like the Apostle Paul they’re asking: “Have I then become your 
enemy by telling you the truth?” (Gal. 4:16) Answer: Yes! 

c) The Bible is under relentless attack by “science,” history, the social sciences, and especially 
Psychology. We’re told that it is simply a book of myths.  

5. The Book of Exodus is especially attacked by liberal scholars and pundits.  Why? Because in Exodus are 
found the 17 most unpopular verses ever written by mankind –  

a) And God spoke all these words, saying, 

“I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of 
slavery. 

“You shall have no other gods before me. 

“You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven 
above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You shall not 
bow down to them or serve them, for I the Lord your God am a jealous God, visiting the 
iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and the fourth generation of those who hate 
me, but showing steadfast love to thousands of those who love me and keep my 
commandments. 

“You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, for the Lord will not hold him 
guiltless who takes his name in vain. 
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“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days you shall labor, and do all your work, 
but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God. On it you shall not do any work, you, 
or your son, or your daughter, your male servant, or your female servant, or your livestock, or 
the sojourner who is within your gates. For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the 
sea, and all that is in them, and rested on the seventh day. Therefore the Lord blessed the 
Sabbath day and made it holy. 

“Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the land that the Lord 
your God is giving you. 

“You shall not murder. 

“You shall not commit adultery. 

“You shall not steal. 

“You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 

“You shall not covet your neighbor's house; you shall not covet your neighbor's wife, or his 
male servant, or his female servant, or his ox, or his donkey, or anything that is your 
neighbor's.” (Ex. 20:1-17) 

b) So … discredit the historicity of the Book of Exodus …  

c) And you can thus ignore the Ten Commandments. 

d) It’s a post-truth exercise: Ignore truth because the Law of God makes me “feel bad” about my 
sin (guilt).  

6. One Problem: The sciences of archaeology and anthropology are finding more and more historical 
evidence that supports Moses’ account. The trend in Egyptological studies is toward the support of 
factuality of the Book of Exodus.  

7. When we come to Exodus 13:17-14:31 we come to the most stupendous miracle in all the Old 
Testament, and maybe in all of the Bible: The parting of the Red Sea and the exodus of Israel from Egypt.  

a) The defining moment of Israel’s birth as a nation. 

b) as a child “breaks the water” in being born, so Moses “parted the waters” so Israel could be 
born free. 

c) And Pharaoh’s mighty army was destroyed by Yahweh.  

(1) Then Moses and the people of Israel sang this song to the Lord, saying, 
“I will sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously; 
the horse and his rider he has thrown into the sea. 
The Lord is my strength and my song, 
and he has become my salvation; 
this is my God, and I will praise him, 
my father's God, and I will exalt him. 
The Lord is a man of war; 
the Lord is his name. (Ex. 15:1-3) 

(2) Our fathers, when they were in Egypt, 
did not consider your wondrous works; 
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they did not remember the abundance of your steadfast love, 
but rebelled by the sea, at the Red Sea. 
Yet he saved them for his name's sake, 
that he might make known his mighty power. 
He rebuked the Red Sea, and it became dry, 
and he led them through the deep as through a desert. 
So he saved them from the hand of the foe 
and redeemed them from the power of the enemy. 
And the waters covered their adversaries; 
not one of them was left. 
Then they believed his words; 
they sang his praise. (Ps. 106:7-12) 

(3) Then he remembered the days of old, 
of Moses and his people. 
Where is he who brought them up out of the sea 
with the shepherds of his flock? 
Where is he who put in the midst of them 
his Holy Spirit, 
who caused his glorious arm 
to go at the right hand of Moses, 
who divided the waters before them 
to make for himself an everlasting name, 
who led them through the depths? 
Like a horse in the desert, 
they did not stumble. 
Like livestock that go down into the valley, 
the Spirit of the Lord gave them rest. 
So you led your people, 
to make for yourself a glorious name. (Isa. 63:11-14) 

(4) “This Moses, whom they rejected, saying, ‘Who made you a ruler and a judge?’—
this man God sent as both ruler and redeemer by the hand of the angel who 
appeared to him in the bush. This man led them out, performing wonders and signs 
in Egypt and at the Red Sea and in the wilderness for forty years. This is the Moses 
who said to the Israelites, ‘God will raise up for you a prophet like me from your 
brothers.’ This is the one who was in the congregation in the wilderness with the 
angel who spoke to him at Mount Sinai, and with our fathers. He received living 
oracles to give to us. (Acts 7:35-38) 

(5) By faith Moses, when he was grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's 
daughter, choosing rather to be mistreated with the people of God than to enjoy 
the fleeting pleasures of sin. He considered the reproach of Christ greater wealth 
than the treasures of Egypt, for he was looking to the reward. By faith he left 
Egypt, not being afraid of the anger of the king, for he endured as seeing him who 
is invisible. By faith he kept the Passover and sprinkled the blood, so that the 
Destroyer of the firstborn might not touch them. By faith the people crossed the 
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Red Sea as on dry land, but the Egyptians, when they attempted to do the same, 
were drowned. (Heb. 11:24-29) 

8. Interesting Fact: The story of the Exodus is the most repeated story about the faith of the OT Church 
(Israel) – their defining event. And the story of the Exodus is one of the three most contested stories of 
the OT by the people of our post-truth age: The Creation, The Flood, and the Exodus.  

9. John J. Davis: Moses and the Gods of Egypt, (pp. 15-16) 

In the light of the theological and historical ideas contained in this book, it becomes immediately 
apparent that Exodus is strategically important to both Old Testament history and a proper 
understanding of Hebrew customs and institutions. It stands as a vital link between the age of the 
patriarchs and the remaining books of the Law. How God fulfilled His promise to Abraham by 
multiplying his descendants into a great nation and redeeming them from bondage is, of course, also 
a key feature of Exodus. This book is not only a thrilling account of the revelation of God’s person 
and power, but also of His covenant faithfulness. The theological and historical importance of the 
book is made evident by the constant reference to the exodus and related events by both Old and New 
Testament writers.  

10. This marvelous account of God’s great deliverance unfolds before us in three scenes 

a) The Pillar of God’s Glory (Ex. 13:17-22) 

b) The Pursuit of Pharaoh (Ex. 14:1-20) 

c) The Parting of the Red Sea (Ex. 14:21-31) 

I. THE PILLAR OF GOD’S GLORY (Ex. 13:17-22) 

1. The “children of Israel” left Egypt as a great mass of people. 

a) And the people of Israel journeyed from Rameses to Succoth, about six hundred thousand men 
on foot, besides women and children. (Ex. 12:37) 

b) literally: 600,000 men on foot, besides children 

c) 600,000 fighting men plus (600,000) wives = 1,200,000 

d) and if each couple had 2 children at least = 2,400,000 

e) Most Hebrew families had 3 or 4 children; the number is astounding 

f) greater than the population of the Greater Charlotte Metro Area. 

2. But the two words in Exodus 12:37 that are crucial to our head count  

a) ragli haggebarim: young foot soldiers; infantry men 

b) eleph: thousand, clan, herd, unit (military), tribes or divisions (i.e. 600 elephs = 600 military 
units/divisions 

c) At the end of 430 years, on that very day, all the hosts of the Lord went out from the land of 
Egypt. (Ex. 12:41) 

3. John D. Currid: Exodus: EP Study Comm.; vol. 1; p. 261 

a) interpreters often estimate the size of the population of Israel at the exodus to have been 
between 2,000,000 and 3,000,000 people. In favour of taking these numbers at face value is 
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that they coincide with the data given about the population size in the wilderness from the 
book of Numbers. In addition, according to Exodus 1, the Israelites were experiencing a great 
period of growth and increase.  

b) Moses actually takes a census (i.e., he numbers) the people once they got to Mt. Sinai.  

all those listed were 603,550.  But the Levites were not listed along with them by their 
ancestral tribe. (Numbers 1:46-47) 

These are the people of Israel as listed by their fathers' houses. All those listed in the 
camps by their companies were 603,550. But the Levites were not listed among the people 
of Israel, as the Lord commanded Moses. (Numbers 2:32-33) 

c) At the end of the 40 years of wandering Moses counts the people again. 

After the plague, the Lord said to Moses and to Eleazar the son of Aaron, the 
priest, “Take a census of all the congregation of the people of Israel, from twenty years 
old and upward, by their fathers' houses, all in Israel who are able to go to war.” This 
was the list of the people of Israel, 601,730. (Num. 26:1-2, 51) 

d) Others argue that the figures are hyperbolic. Some insist that the word for ‘thousand’ 
(Hebrew eleph) actually means ‘a clan,’ and thus six hundred clans left Egypt. Eleph is used 
that way in Judges 6:15. Others say that eleph is a military unit of men levied for war.  

4. But … Here again we encounter “post-truth” thinking: We are not comfortable with or feel doubt about 
such a large population of refugees, and so we explain away the report of Moses.  

5. John J. Davis: Moses and the Gods of Egypt; p. 156 

While it is true that some scribal errors have occurred in the transmission of numbers, these are few 
in number and can usually be corrected through textual studies. It is a dangerous procedure to 
change numbers on no grounds other than what one considers to be “reasonable” for a given period 
of history. (Every individual, after all, differs in what he would consider “reasonable” in any given 
context.) The process becomes extremely subjective and uncontrollable and the end result is a 
suspicion of all historical elements in the Old Testament.  

6. Moses leads out this vast multitude. He had three caravan routes from which to choose.  

a) Route #1: The route along the Mediterranean Sea, due east of Egypt, straight to Philistia; The 
Romans called it Via Maris (the way of the sea), but it was heavily guarded by Egyptian 
outposts, plagued by pirates and bandits, and through war-like Philistia.  

When Pharaoh let the people go, God did not lead them by way of the land of the 
Philistines, although that was near. For God said, “Lest the people change their minds 
when they see war and return to Egypt.” (Ex. 13:17) 

b) Route #2: “The Way of Marsh”; a S.E. caravan route that cut across to the Sinai Peninsula 
(wilderness) just below (south) of the Bitter Lakes region.  

c) Route #3: The Way of Shur; S.E., to the north end of the Red Sea 

(1) yam suph, not meaning “sea of reeds” 

(2) but “the sea at the end” (of land = The Red Sea, or the Gulf of Aqaba or Suez 
Gulf. 
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(3) It was the “Red Sea” (yam suph) that Moses parted.  

(4) note yam suph is consistently translated “Red Sea” throughout the O. T.  

(5) But God led the people around by the way of the wilderness toward the Red Sea. 
And the people of Israel went up out of the land of Egypt equipped for battle. (Ex. 
13:18) 

(6) And the people of Israel journeyed from Rameses to Succoth, about six hundred 
thousand men on foot, besides women and children. (Ex. 12:37) 

(7) And they moved on from Succoth and encamped at Etham, on the edge of the 
wilderness. (Ex. 13:20) 

7. They honored Joseph’s last wish! 

Then Joseph made the sons of Israel swear, saying, “God will surely visit you, and you shall carry up 
my bones from here.” So Joseph died, being 110 years old. They embalmed him, and he was put in a 
coffin in Egypt. (Genesis 50:25-26) 

Moses took the bones of Joseph with him, for Joseph had made the sons of Israel solemnly swear, 
saying, “God will surely visit you, and you shall carry up my bones with you from here.” (Ex. 13:19) 

8. Now … most miraculously and gloriously “The Glory” went before them. 

a) And the Lord went before them by day in a pillar of cloud to lead them along the way, and by 
night in a pillar of fire to give them light, that they might travel by day and by night. The 
pillar of cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night did not depart from before the people. (Ex. 
13:21-22) 

b) a theophany of YHWH (“The LORD”)  

c) called by Israel “the Shekinah glory” 

d) a “pillar of cloud”, like a small tornado 

(1) a cloud by day 

(2) a pillar of fire (glowing) by night 

(3) a pulsating, living, breathing Presence of God 

e) Sometimes simply referred to as “The Presence” (because this Pillar of Glory would inhabit 
both Moses’ Tabernacle and Solomon’s Temple, in the Holy of Holies, resting on the ark of 
the covenant) 

f) at other times it is referred to as simply “The Glory”  

g) And he said, “My presence will go with you, and I will give you rest.” And he said to him, “If 
your presence will not go with me, do not bring us up from here. For how shall it be known 
that I have found favor in your sight, I and your people? Is it not in your going with us, so that 
we are distinct, I and your people, from every other people on the face of the earth?” And the 
Lord said to Moses, “This very thing that you have spoken I will do, for you have found favor 
in my sight, and I know you by name.” Moses said, “Please show me your glory.” And he 
said, “I will make all my goodness pass before you and will proclaim before you my name 
‘The Lord.’ And I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show mercy on whom 
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I will show mercy. But,” he said, “you cannot see my face, for man shall not see me and 
live.” And the Lord said, “Behold, there is a place by me where you shall stand on the 
rock, and while my glory passes by I will put you in a cleft of the rock, and I will cover you 
with my hand until I have passed by. Then I will take away my hand, and you shall see my 
back, but my face shall not be seen.” (Ex. 33:14-23) 

9. This Presence, Glory, Pillar was none other than the preincarnate Son of God, leading and protecting 
Israel on her way to the Promised Land.  

Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle. And Moses 
was not able to enter the tent of meeting because the cloud settled on it, and the glory of the Lord 
filled the tabernacle. Throughout all their journeys, whenever the cloud was taken up from over the 
tabernacle, the people of Israel would set out. But if the cloud was not taken up, then they did not set 
out till the day that it was taken up. For the cloud of the Lord was on the tabernacle by day, and fire 
was in it by night, in the sight of all the house of Israel throughout all their journeys. (Exodus 40:34-
38) 

II. THE PURSUIT OF PHARAOH (Exodus 14:1-20) 

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Tell the people of Israel to turn back and encamp in front of Pi-
hahiroth, between Migdol and the sea, in front of Baal-zephon; you shall encamp facing it, by the sea. 
For Pharaoh will say of the people of Israel, ‘They are wandering in the land; the wilderness has 
shut them in.’ And I will harden Pharaoh's heart, and he will pursue them, and I will get glory over 
Pharaoh and all his host, and the Egyptians shall know that I am the Lord.” And they did so. When 
the king of Egypt was told that the people had fled, the mind of Pharaoh and his servants was 
changed toward the people, and they said, “What is this we have done, that we have let Israel go 
from serving us?” So he made ready his chariot and took his army with him, and took six hundred 
chosen chariots and all the other chariots of Egypt with officers over all of them. And the Lord 
hardened the heart of Pharaoh king of Egypt, and he pursued the people of Israel while the people of 
Israel were going out defiantly. The Egyptians pursued them, all Pharaoh's horses and chariots and 
his horsemen and his army, and overtook them encamped at the sea, by Pi-hahiroth, in front of Baal-
zephon. When Pharaoh drew near, the people of Israel lifted up their eyes, and behold, the Egyptians 
were marching after them, and they feared greatly. And the people of Israel cried out to the 
Lord. They said to Moses, “Is it because there are no graves in Egypt that you have taken us away to 
die in the wilderness? What have you done to us in bringing us out of Egypt? Is not this what we said 
to you in Egypt: ‘Leave us alone that we may serve the Egyptians’? For it would have been better for 
us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the wilderness.” And Moses said to the people, “Fear not, 
stand firm, and see the salvation of the Lord, which he will work for you today. For the Egyptians 
whom you see today, you shall never see again. The Lord will fight for you, and you have only to be 
silent.” The Lord said to Moses, “Why do you cry to me? Tell the people of Israel to go forward. Lift 
up your staff, and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, that the people of Israel may go 
through the sea on dry ground. And I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they shall go in 
after them, and I will get glory over Pharaoh and all his host, his chariots, and his horsemen. And the 
Egyptians shall know that I am the Lord, when I have gotten glory over Pharaoh, his chariots, and 
his horsemen.” Then the angel of God who was going before the host of Israel moved and went 
behind them, and the pillar of cloud moved from before them and stood behind them, coming between 
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the host of Egypt and the host of Israel. And there was the cloud and the darkness. And it lit up the 
night without one coming near the other all night. (Ex. 14:1-20) 

1. For the 18th, and last, time God says,  

And I will harden Pharaoh's heart, and he will pursue them, and I will get glory over Pharaoh and all 
his host, and the Egyptians shall know that I am the Lord.” And they did so. (Ex. 14:4) 

And the Lord hardened the heart of Pharaoh king of Egypt, and he pursued the people of Israel while 
the people of Israel were going out defiantly. (Ex. 14:8) 

2. Somehow, after Israel had left Pharaoh became angry again – full of sorrow and bitterness, embarrassed 
and shamed, wanting revenge for the loss of his son’s life.  

3. He was thinking about Moses and all his lost slaves …  

a) Then the Lord said to Moses, “Tell the people of Israel to turn back and encamp in front of 
Pi-hahiroth, between Migdol and the sea, in front of Baal-zephon; you shall encamp facing it, 
by the sea. For Pharaoh will say of the people of Israel, ‘They are wandering in the land; the 
wilderness has shut them in.’ (Ex. 14:1-3) 

b) When the reports of the exodus reached Pharaoh Amenhotep II he “lost it” 

(1) When the king of Egypt was told that the people had fled, the mind of Pharaoh and 
his servants was changed toward the people, and they said, “What is this we have 
done, that we have let Israel go from serving us?” (Ex. 14:5) 

(2) his mind was changed 

(3) his heart was hardened 

(4) his will was set – He would kill Moses and bring the Hebrew slaves back to Egypt. 

4. He selected his own “crack troops”: 600 chosen chariots 

a) and all the other chariots of Egypt – swift troops 

b) with officers over them (organized by units) 

c) together with infantry men 

d) So he made ready his chariot and took his army with him, and took six hundred chosen 
chariots and all the other chariots of Egypt with officers over all of them. And the Lord 
hardened the heart of Pharaoh king of Egypt, and he pursued the people of Israel while the 
people of Israel were going out defiantly. The Egyptians pursued them, all Pharaoh's horses 
and chariots and his horsemen and his army, and overtook them encamped at the sea, by Pi-
hahiroth, in front of Baal-zephon. (Ex. 14:6-9) 

e) not all of Egypt’s soldiers, but those guarding the Royal City and his own Palace (Royal) 
Guards.  

5. Pharaoh “corners them” – Pharaoh behind them, the Red Sea in front of them. They appeared trapped!  

a) Nowhere to flee and escape 

b) Panic sets in …  
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When Pharaoh drew near, the people of Israel lifted up their eyes, and behold, the 
Egyptians were marching after them, and they feared greatly. And the people of Israel 
cried out to the Lord. They said to Moses, “Is it because there are no graves in Egypt that 
you have taken us away to die in the wilderness? What have you done to us in bringing us 
out of Egypt? Is not this what we said to you in Egypt: ‘Leave us alone that we may serve 
the Egyptians’? For it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in 
the wilderness.” (Ex. 14:10-12) 

c) Note: There emerges here a pattern that would “plague” Moses, dishonor God, and spiritually 
ruin Israel. 

d) The pattern of grumbling against Moses (and God) whenever things got rough  

For I do not want you to be unaware, brothers, that our fathers were all under the cloud, 
and all passed through the sea, and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the 
sea, and all ate the same spiritual food, and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they 
drank from the spiritual Rock that followed them, and the Rock was Christ. Nevertheless, 
with most of them God was not pleased, for they were overthrown in the wilderness. Now 
these things took place as examples for us, that we might not desire evil as they did. Do 
not be idolaters as some of them were; as it is written, “The people sat down to eat and 
drink and rose up to play.” We must not indulge in sexual immorality as some of them did, 
and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. We must not put Christ to the test, as some 
of them did and were destroyed by serpents, nor grumble, as some of them did and were 
destroyed by the Destroyer. Now these things happened to them as an example, but they 
were written down for our instruction, on whom the end of the ages has come. (1Corn. 
10:1-11) 

e) Another aspect of the “post-truth” generation: When we feel unsettled we forget the truth of 
God’s promises, the history of God’s faithfulness, and the Presence of Jesus Christ and … we 
attack our leaders (Pastors) by grumbling!  

f) Our emotions once again trump our minds. 

6. Moses calms the people down with this marvelous word of faith –  

a) And Moses said to the people, “Fear not, stand firm, and see the salvation of the Lord, which 
he will work for you today. For the Egyptians whom you see today, you shall never see again. 
The Lord will fight for you, and you have only to be silent.” (Ex. 14:13-14) 

b) Fear not … stand firm … see the salvation of the Lord 

c) Key Fact: The Lord will fight for you! 

d) Just as Israel would later sing. 

The Lord is a man of war; 
the Lord is his name. (Ex. 15:3) 

e) And as David would tell the soldiers of King Saul … 

This day the Lord will deliver you into my hand, and I will strike you down and cut off 
your head. And I will give the dead bodies of the host of the Philistines this day to the 
birds of the air and to the wild beasts of the earth, that all the earth may know that there is 



 

EX1621 
 

11 

a God in Israel, and that all this assembly may know that the Lord saves not with sword 
and spear. For the battle is the Lord's, and he will give you into our hand.” (1 Sam. 
17:46-47) 

f) If we could only remember and believe this: the battle is the Lord’s! 

7. Then God spoke to Moses and gave to him a wonderful command –  

a) The Lord said to Moses, “Why do you cry to me? Tell the people of Israel to go forward. Lift 
up your staff, and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, that the people of Israel 
may go through the sea on dry ground. And I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that 
they shall go in after them, and I will get glory over Pharaoh and all his host, his chariots, 
and his horsemen. And the Egyptians shall know that I am the Lord, when I have gotten glory 
over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his horsemen.” Then the angel of God who was going before 
the host of Israel moved and went behind them, and the pillar of cloud moved from before 
them and stood behind them, (Ex. 14:15-19) 

b) Three things must happen simultaneously …  

(1) First: The people must go forward, in faith, toward the Red Sea – a natural barrier. 

(2) Second: Moses must lift up his famous rod and command the Red Sea to open up 
and let Israel go through the waters 

(3) Third: God would send Pharaoh’s troops to their death, and be glorified in this 
mighty act of deliverance.  

8. … and all the while, the Son of God, in the midst of the Shekinah Glory, who positioned the Pillar of 
Cloud and Fire, between Pharaoh’s army and God’s people, would prevent Pharaoh from striking Israel 
in its retreat!  

Then the angel of God who was going before the host of Israel moved and went behind them, and the 
pillar of cloud moved from before them and stood behind them, coming between the host of Egypt and 
the host of Israel. And there was the cloud and the darkness. And it lit up the night without one 
coming near the other all night. (Ex. 14:19-20) 

III. THE PARTING OF THE RED SEA (Exodus 14:21-31) 

Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and the Lord drove the sea back by a strong east 
wind all night and made the sea dry land, and the waters were divided. And the people of Israel went 
into the midst of the sea on dry ground, the waters being a wall to them on their right hand and on 
their left. The Egyptians pursued and went in after them into the midst of the sea, all Pharaoh's 
horses, his chariots, and his horsemen. And in the morning watch the Lord in the pillar of fire and of 
cloud looked down on the Egyptian forces and threw the Egyptian forces into a panic, clogging their 
chariot wheels so that they drove heavily. And the Egyptians said, “Let us flee from before Israel, for 
the Lord fights for them against the Egyptians.”  

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, that the water may come back 
upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots, and upon their horsemen.” So Moses stretched out his hand 
over the sea, and the sea returned to its normal course when the morning appeared. And as the 
Egyptians fled into it, the Lord threw the Egyptians into the midst of the sea. The waters returned and 
covered the chariots and the horsemen; of all the host of Pharaoh that had followed them into the 
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sea, not one of them remained. But the people of Israel walked on dry ground through the sea, the 
waters being a wall to them on their right hand and on their left. Thus the Lord saved Israel that day 
from the hand of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore. Israel saw the 
great power that the Lord used against the Egyptians, so the people feared the Lord, and they 
believed in the Lord and in his servant Moses. (Ex. 14:21-31) 

1. Moses lifted up the “Rod of God” and the Sea opened up in obedience to the Creator God – all night by 
the Holy Spirit (wind of God) blew on the sea-bed, turning the mud and silt into “dry land” 

2. … and 2½ million people slipped out of Egypt, through the Red Sea, “a wall of water to the right of them 
and to the left of them.”  

3. Post-truth Scholars absolutely buckle at this point. One of them, an Egyptologist named David Rohl, 
tries to explain this miracle away –  

a) Book: Exodus: Myth or History? (pp.189-191) 

b) He mentions a British officer, Major General Sir Alexander Tulloch, who in 1882 
witnessed a strange phenomenon. 

c) A desert wind blew back the 5-foot waters of a section of the Suez Canal, leaving only mud 
drying in the sun.  

d) The wind blew all night, subsided in the morning and then the water came back.  

e) Rohl states that this happened to Moses and the people of Israel: the wind blew back the 
shallow waters of the “Sea of Reeds” (a marsh) allowing Israel to cross over to the other side 
of Balla Lakes (wetlands)  

f) Here’s his explanation in his own words (pp. 190-191)  

Once again, you can accept this scientific impossibility if you wish and put the event down to 
the miraculous workings of Yahweh … or, if you require a rational, non-miraculous 
explanation, you can regard this aspect of the story as legendary – that is, storytelling 
hyperbole. Whichever explanation you prefer, there can be little doubt that this event was 
remarkable and rare. For any human there to experience it, such an amazing phenomenon 
would certainly have been regarded as ‘miraculous.’  

So the Israelites witnessed the pushing back of the shallow (around ten feet deep) waters of 
the Balla lakes from their eastern section (described as wetlands in Hoffmeier’s maps) 
westwards towards the deeper parts of the lake. The fleeing Hebrews crossed the bed of the 
lake (no more than half a mile across) to the southern shore, close to the mouth of the canal 
which fed the oasis in the desert of Shur. So now you know where to look for the remains of 
the Egyptian army with your ground penetrating radar equipment. No need to dive into the 
depths of the Red Sea … just take the modern road from Kantara that leads across the 
northern Sinai and you will find yourself beside the dried up Sea of Reeds where confirmation 
of the ‘Miracle of the Sea’ awaits discovery. Now, I fully expect some of you to question this 
description of the greatest miracle of Exodus … after all, we are all conditioned to see this 
event in the way it is portrayed in the Cecil B. DeMille parting of the Red Sea, with all its 
drama and dimension. But take pause for a moment and look how all the locations I have 
described fit the story and then the route through the wilderness suddenly starts to fit into 
place and make logical sense.  
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4. One question for Mr. Rohl: How does an army of soldiers, chariots, and horses drown suddenly in 
shallow wetlands when the low water slowly recesses back in place? How does that happen?  

5. Such post-truth “explanations” (fantasies) make about as much sense as me saying, “200 people were 
killed in an single car accident, of a Volkswagen, traveling at a speed of 275 miles an hour, when they 
ran into a squirrel on the road.”  

6. But the Exodus record is clear …  

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, that the water may come back 
upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots, and upon their horsemen.” So Moses stretched out his hand 
over the sea, and the sea returned to its normal course when the morning appeared. And as the 
Egyptians fled into it, the Lord threw the Egyptians into the midst of the sea. The waters returned and 
covered the chariots and the horsemen; of all the host of Pharaoh that had followed them into the 
sea, not one of them remained. But the people of Israel walked on dry ground through the sea, the 
waters being a wall to them on their right hand and on their left. (Ex. 14:26-29) 

7. All the Egyptians troops dead; all the Israelites alive; Moses on one shore of the Red Sea looking at 
Pharaoh, alone, on the other side of the Red Sea …  

a) Thus the Lord saved Israel that day from the hand of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the 
Egyptians dead on the seashore. Israel saw the great power that the Lord used against the 
Egyptians, so the people feared the Lord, and they believed in the Lord and in his servant 
Moses. (Ex. 14:30-31) 

b) Just as God promised He would …  

and I promise that I will bring you up out of the affliction of Egypt to the land of the 
Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites, a land 
flowing with milk and honey.”’ And they will listen to your voice, and you and the elders 
of Israel shall go to the king of Egypt and say to him, ‘The Lord, the God of the Hebrews, 
has met with us; and now, please let us go a three days' journey into the wilderness, that 
we may sacrifice to the Lord our God.’ But I know that the king of Egypt will not let you 
go unless compelled by a mighty hand. So I will stretch out my hand and strike Egypt with 
all the wonders that I will do in it; after that he will let you go. And I will give this people 
favor in the sight of the Egyptians; and when you go, you shall not go empty, but each 
woman shall ask of her neighbor, and any woman who lives in her house, for silver and 
gold jewelry, and for clothing. You shall put them on your sons and on your daughters. So 
you shall plunder the Egyptians.” (Ex. 3:17-22) 

c) … and they believed in the Lord and in his servant Moses.  

First Conclusion: Many post-truth people will say, “Then how come we have no record of these things in 
Egyptian records, or any corroborating evidence?” 

1. But … we do! indeed, we do. 

2. A manuscript titled Papyrus Leiden 344 records the observation of an Egyptian sage named Ipuwer, 
who wrote about calamites afflicting Egypt and brought their civilization to its knees. Here what he wrote 
–  
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a) Behold, Egypt has fallen to the pouring water. And he who poured water on the ground seizes 
the mighty in misery. The river is blood! As you drink of it you lose your humanity and thirst 
for water. Gone is the grain of abundance. Food supplies are running short. The nobles 
hunger and suffer. Upper Egypt has become a wasteland. Grain is lacking on every side. The 
storehouse is bare. Women say, ‘Oh that we had something to eat!’ What can we do about it? 
All is ruin! Those who had shelter are now in the dark of the storm. The whole of the delta 
cannot be seen. There is fire in their hearts! If only he (Pharaoh) had perceived their nature 
in the first generation! Then he would have smitten the evil – stretched out his arm against it. 
He would have destroyed their seed and their heritage. Behold, plague sweeps the land; blood 
is everywhere with no shortage of the dead. Children are dashed against the walls. The 
funeral shroud calls out to you before you come near. Woe is me for the grief of this time. He 
who buries his brother in the ground is everywhere … wailing is throughout the land mingled 
with lamentations.  

b) The slave takes what he finds. What belongs to the palace has been stripped. Gold, lapis 
lazuli, silver and turquoise are strung on the necks of female slaves. See how the poor of the 
land have become rich whilst the man of property is a pauper.    

3. After the Exodus Amenhotep II conducted a “slave raid” into Canaan, in order to replenish the loss of all 
the Hebrew slaves who left Egypt in the Exodus. Douglas Petrovich wrote in his paper Amenhotep II 
and the Historicity of the Exodus-Pharaoh, (p. 100-102)  

a) Amenhotep II conducted only 2 military campaigns in his 26-year reign (compared to his 
Father Thutmose III’s 17 military campaigns in his 54 years of rule.  

b) Amenhotep II suddenly turns on, and attacks, a neighboring kingdom called Mitanni, but then 
quickly signs a peace treaty with the King of Mitanni (in Palestine)  

c) He records his spoils in his second campaign, after the Exodus date (1446 BC): 101,128 
slaves.  

d) Douglas Petrovich explains what happened (p. 100-101) 

This mysterious reversal in foreign policy would remain inexplicable if not for the possibility 
of a single, cataclysmic event. If the Egyptians lost virtually their entire army in the 
springtime disaster at the Red Sea, a desperate reconnaissance campaign designed to “save 
face” with the rest of the ancient world and to replenish the Israelite slave-base would be 
paramount. Certainly the Egyptians needed time to rally their remaining forces together, 
however small and/or in shambles their army may have been, and it would explain a 
November campaign that was nothing more than a slave-raid into Palestine as a show of 
force. The Egyptians could not afford to live through the winter without the production that 
was provided by the Hebrew workforce, and they could not allow Mitanni or any other 
ancient power to consider using the winter to plan an attack on Egyptian territories, which 
seemed vulnerable.  

4. What about the fact that we’ve found no record of an Exodus of Hebrew slaves in the records of the 
Egyptian Pharaohs?  

a) Kenneth A. Kitchen, and Egyptologist, wrote: “No Pharaoh ever celebrates a defeat!” 
(Petrovich, p. 101)  
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b) Yohanan Aharoni wrote of Amenhotep II (Petrovich; p. 102) 

Amenhotep II – more than any other pharaoh – set up monuments to glorify his personal 
valor, passing over, however, some of the major but less complementary events of his 
campaigns, especially his defeats.  

Douglas Petrovich (p. 102) concurs, and states … A king with such enormous pride cannot be 
expected to have commissioned his scribes to preserve the exodus-tragedy in the annals of 
Egyptian history for subsequent generations to read and memorialize.  

5. One thing is for certain, verified by Archaeologists: Around the year 1400 BC, a large group of Israelites 
(Semitic people) suddenly moved into Canaan, and proceeded to displace the natives of those regions. 
This was Israel, under Joshua, 40 years after the Exodus.  

6. Where did they suddenly come from? And so many of them? Answer? Through the Red Sea!  

Second Conclusion: In the Christmas Story of Jesus, there is a strange but marvelous statement, one we usually 
pass over without comment …  

1. Joseph and Mary took the baby Jesus, fled to Egypt, and lived there, for up to two years, hiding from 
Herod’s henchmen who were seeking Jesus in order to kill him.  

2. Matthew records this …  

a) Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream 
and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell 
you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” And he rose and took the 
child and his mother by night and departed to Egypt and remained there until the death of 
Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my 
son.” (Matt. 2:13-15) 

b) Did you catch that last phrase? “Out of Egypt I called my son.” 

c) Taken from Hosea 11:1, with reference to the Exodus Story:  

When Israel was a child, I loved him, 
and out of Egypt I called my son. (Hosea 11:1) 

3. God called Israel, His “firstborn” (Ex. 4:22) out of Egypt, in order to save them, and to prepare them to 
give birth to the Messiah.  

4. Then God sent His Son, Jesus Christ, into Egypt to save His life and protect Him, until He would call 
Jesus out of Egypt, in order to save the world!  

5. The world of Moses, Jesus and Today are not really so different after all –  

a) full of people with hardened hearts, who are slaves to sin 

b) Infected with a post-truth mentality that rejects truth whenever it is embarrassing, 
inconvenient or unsettling.  

c) Impacted by the strong arm of the Lord, which is always explained away by science, 
psychology or philosophical biases.  

6. … But a world in which the Presence of God has come to mankind in the flesh of a Jewish man named 
Jesus of Nazareth – the second Moses, the Great Deliverer, the Redeemer of Mankind. 



 

EX1621 
 

16 

7. Moses told us Jesus would come …  

a) “The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from your 
brothers—it is to him you shall listen— just as you desired of the Lord your God at Horeb on 
the day of the assembly, when you said, ‘Let me not hear again the voice of the Lord my God 
or see this great fire any more, lest I die.’ And the Lord said to me, ‘They are right in what 
they have spoken. I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their brothers. And I 
will put my words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I command him. (Deut. 
18:15-18) 

b) God has called that Prophet “out of Egypt”  

c) For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. (Luke 
2:11) 

8. It is the truth about this Jesus Christ that we must listen to, embrace and respond to, if we are to be set 
free from sin and be saved by God!  

a) So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my 
disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” They answered him, 
“We are offspring of Abraham and have never been enslaved to anyone. How is it that you 
say, ‘You will become free’?” (John 8:31-33) 

b) never been slaves to anyone? Isn’t that a little post-truth?  

c) Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who practices sin is a slave to 
sin. The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains forever. So if the Son sets 
you free, you will be free indeed. (John 8:34-36) 

9. Out of the house of slavery God called Israel … 
Out of Egypt God called His Son, Jesus …  
Out of slavery to sin Jesus calls you and me …  

10. Question is: Will we respond to this gracious and wonderful truth?  


