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Romans 1:1-7                          January 1, 2017 AM 
Becoming A Gracious People                    Romans 
RO1701                          

The Gospel of God 
 

INTRODUCTION: On the bottom of a prayer card, submitted in December, was a four-word sentence that 
caught my eye, and engaged my thoughts … 

1. The Question: What is the Gospel?  

2. For some that question may seem strange: “A Christian ought to know exactly what the Gospel is. It’s the 
source of one’s salvation!” some would say.  

3. But, in all honesty, Christians use the word “gospel” in a variety of ways because the Bible does so. For 
example:  

a) We call the accounts of the four evangelists (Matthew, Mark, Luke, John) a “gospel” 

(1) e.g., the Gospel according to Mark 

(2) The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. (Mark 1:1) 

b) We refer to the process of preaching salvation as “preaching the gospel”  

(1) i.e., the entire missionary/evangelistic enterprise 

(2) For Christ did not send me to baptize but to preach the gospel, and not with words 
of eloquent wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power. (1 Cor. 1:17) 

(3) But I do not account my life of any value nor as precious to myself, if only I may 
finish my course and the ministry that I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to 
the gospel of the grace of God. (Acts 20:24) 

c) Sometimes the entire Christian Message of Faith is referred to as the “gospel” 

(1) i.e., the Apostolic Kerugma (proclamation)  

(2) Now we know that the law is good, if one uses it lawfully, understanding this, that 
the law is not laid down for the just but for the lawless and disobedient, for the 
ungodly and sinners, for the unholy and profane, for those who strike their fathers 
and mothers, for murderers, the sexually immoral, men who practice 
homosexuality, enslavers, liars, perjurers, and whatever else is contrary to sound 
doctrine, in accordance with the gospel of the glory of the blessed God with which 
I have been entrusted. (1 Tim. 1:8-11) 

(3) For when Gentiles, who do not have the law, by nature do what the law requires, 
they are a law to themselves, even though they do not have the law. They show that 
the work of the law is written on their hearts, while their conscience also bears 
witness, and their conflicting thoughts accuse or even excuse them on that day 
when, according to my gospel, God judges the secrets of men by Christ Jesus. 
(Romans 2:14-16) 

(4) Note: “according to my gospel” 
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d) Paul refers to the “gospel of Christ,” which he notes is the same gospel he preaches, as the 
only gospel. 

(1) I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him who called you in the grace 
of Christ and are turning to a different gospel— not that there is another one, but 
there are some who trouble you and want to distort the gospel of Christ. But even 
if we or an angel from heaven should preach to you a gospel contrary to the one 
we preached to you, let him be accursed. As we have said before, so now I say 
again: If anyone is preaching to you a gospel contrary to the one you received, let 
him be accursed. (Gal. 1:6-9) 

(2) a distinct message of salvation by grace, through faith, in Jesus Christ alone. 

(3) Given by God to St. Paul …  

For I would have you know, brothers, that the gospel that was preached by me 
is not man's gospel. For I did not receive it from any man, nor was I taught it, 
but I received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ. (Gal. 1:11-12) 

(4) … approved by the other apostles … 

Then after fourteen years I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, taking 
Titus along with me. I went up because of a revelation and set before them 
(though privately before those who seemed influential) the gospel that I 
proclaim among the Gentiles, in order to make sure I was not running or had 
not run in vain. (Gal. 2:1-2) 

e) Peter presents the gospel as a way to live in God – a Life with God – that must be followed in 
order for one to be saved …  

(1) i.e., “obeyed” 

(2) For this is why the gospel was preached even to those who are dead, that though 
judged in the flesh the way people are, they might live in the spirit the way God 
does.  For it is time for judgment to begin at the household of God; and if it begins 
with us, what will be the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of God? (1 
Peter 4:6, 17) 

(3) what Paul would call “the obedience of Faith” 

f) Finally: Gospel is often contrasted with Law to set forth the differences between Christianity 
and Judaism. 

(1) Faith in Christ vs. Adherence to Mosaic rules.  

(2) Lest you be wise in your own sight, I do not want you to be unaware of this 
mystery, brothers: a partial hardening has come upon Israel, until the fullness of 
the Gentiles has come in. As regards the gospel, they are enemies for your sake. 
But as regards election, they are beloved for the sake of their forefathers. (Rom. 
11:25, 28) 

4. So. The Gospel is indeed a multi-faceted message. But the Apostles’ use of that word can never be 
separated from the way Jesus used the word. 
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a) For Jesus, the Gospel was always about the Kingdom of God. 

b) The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. Now after John was arrested, 
Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, 
and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.” (Mark 1:1, 14-15) 

c) Key phrase: The gospel of God 

d) “The Law and the Prophets were until John; since then the good news of the kingdom of God 
is preached, and everyone forces his way into it. (Luke 16:16) 

e) And this gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the whole world as a testimony 
to all nations, and then the end will come. (Matt. 24:14) 

f) The Gospel of God = The Gospel of Jesus = The Gospel of the Kingdom of God. 

5. So, as we begin our study of Romans in 2017, let’s begin on a humble note: The Gospel is a much more 
vast and variegated subject than most of us realize.  

a) We shouldn’t throw around the word “gospel” in a cavalier manner. The Gospel is deep and 
profound. 

b) We cannot think that any one of us (or our theological traditions) “have a corner” on the 
“gospel.” The Gospel is as wide and multifaceted as Christianity – “gospel religion” 

c) We cannot equate the “gospel” solely with what happens to me at any one point in time. The 
Gospel is a way of life that affects everything in creation (The Kingdom of God). It is bigger 
than my personal salvation.  

d) The Gospel is something larger than Life, greater than self, and lasting forever.  

e) The Gospel calls everyone of us to a life of humility. Pride is antithetical to Gospel Faith/ 
Religion.  

6. Our Theme for 2017 draws us into that pursuit of humility 

a) Theme: Becoming a Gracious People 

b) Theme verse:  

But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be the 
glory both now and to the day of eternity. Amen. (2 Peter 3:18) 

c) A call to a winsome, humble, gracious, caring lifestyle. 

d) Notice Peter’s three-fold focus 

(1) grow in grace 

(2) grow in knowledge 

(3) to Jesus Christ be the glory. 

7. St. Paul warns us about knowledge is a dangerous thing without grace.  

a) Now concerning food offered to idols: we know that “all of us possess knowledge.” This 
“knowledge” puffs up, but love builds up. If anyone imagines that he knows something, he 
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does not yet know as he ought to know. But if anyone loves God, he is known by God. (1 Cor. 
8:1-3) 

b) When Reformed Churches study The Epistle to the Romans they usually focus on knowledge 
– a “head candy” feast of Systematic Theology.  

c) Result? Puffed up Pride: We have all the right answers and are therefore better than all the 
other “non-reformed” people. 

d) Righteousness by knowledge: arrogance, harshness, censoriousness, narrowmindedness.  

e) But … If we really grasped the Gospel we’d be humbled, softened, tender-hearted and open 
to others because we’d realize this profound truth …  

f) Righteousness by Faith; Salvation by grace (humility) 

8. That’s where we’re headed in 2017 – becoming a winsome, humble and gracious people (church) 

a) Romans: Becoming a Gracious People 

b) Ezra – Nehemiah – Esther: Restoring God-Fearing Community 

c) Yes … we will study the Theology of Romans (It’s rather impossible to study Romans and 
avoid theology) 

d) But … the focus will be this: How does what I know about Gospel Religion (and its theology) 
make me a more humble, winsome and gracious person?  

9. Let’s being: Romans 1:1-7 … The Gospel of God 

a) Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, which 
he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy Scriptures, concerning his Son, who 
was descended from David according to the flesh and was declared to be the Son of God in 
power according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our 
Lord, through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of 
faith for the sake of his name among all the nations, including you who are called to belong to 
Jesus Christ, 

To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. (Romans 1:1-7) 

b) One of Paul’s famous run-on sentences 

c) But four key truths concerning The Gospel 

(1) The Gospel of God 

(2) The Gospel Promised Beforehand 

(3) The Gospel about Jesus Christ 

(4) The Gospel to all the Nations 

I. THE GOSPEL OF GOD (Romans 1:1) 

Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, (Romans 1:1) 

1. The Author of the Gospel is God Himself: The Gospel is the “message of the king” 
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a) euangelion: good (eu) message (angelion) 

b) Hence: “good news” or “good message” 

c) euangelion: a Greek word used of a royal proclamation: “Hear ye, Hear ye! The good 
message of the king!” 

d) An Important announcement from the Emperor of Rome. 

2. People (mankind/human beings) did not make up the Gospel. God did, and Paul says so …  

For I would have you know, brothers, that the gospel that was preached by me is not man's 
gospel. For I did not receive it from any man, nor was I taught it, but I received it through a 
revelation of Jesus Christ. (Gal. 1:11-12) 

3. This is important for Three reasons:  

a) First: The Gospel is not something we would naturally think up. It is foreign to mankind. 

b) Second: The Gospel is a revelation; an imparted and inspired truth from God. Hence it is 
infallible and good for us.  

All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, 
equipped for every good work. (2 Tim. 3:16-17) 

c) Third: The Gospel is a mystery. A truth unknown to man unless revealed by God. (Greek: 
musterion)  

(1) musterion: a supernatural truth revealed. 

(2) For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles—
 assuming that you have heard of the stewardship of God's grace that was given to 
me for you, how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I have 
written briefly. When you read this, you can perceive my insight into the mystery of 
Christ, which was not made known to the sons of men in other generations as it 
has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit. This mystery 
is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, and partakers of 
the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. (Eph. 3:1-6) 

(3) Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of God's grace, which 
was given me by the working of his power. To me, though I am the very least of all 
the saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches 
of Christ, and to bring to light for everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden 
for ages in God, who created all things, so that through the church the manifold 
wisdom of God might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the 
heavenly places. (Eph. 3:7-10) 

(4) praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To that end, 
keep alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all the saints, and also 
for me, that words may be given to me in opening my mouth boldly to proclaim the 
mystery of the gospel, (Eph. 6:18-19) 
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4. Recognize this: The Gospel is a divine mystery, foreign to mankind, which we would never 
comprehend, unless God chose to reveal it to us, by His Holy Spirit, and explain it to us by the Apostles. 
Unconverted people cannot understand the Gospel until the Holy Spirit opens their minds …  

these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit. For the Spirit searches everything, even 
the depths of God. For who knows a person's thoughts except the spirit of that person, which is in 
him? So also no one comprehends the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. Now we have 
received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might understand the 
things freely given us by God. And we impart this in words not taught by human wisdom but 
taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to those who are spiritual. The natural person 
does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able to 
understand them because they are spiritually discerned. (1 Cor. 2:10-14) 

5. The Gospel is both from God and about God.  

a) “God” is used here in the narrower meaning of God The Father 

b) “the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Rom. 15:6) 

c) that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
(Rom. 15:6) 

d) Thomas R. Schreiner: Romans: ECNT; p. 37 

The gospel Paul preaches is both from God and about him. It should be noted that the 
gospel is first and last about God, and particularly, as the subsequent verses show, how 
God has revealed himself in his Son.  

e) For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should 
not perish but have eternal life. (John 3:16) 

f) but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. (Rom. 
5:8) 

6. The modern gospel that is all about Jesus, with little or no reference to God the Father is a false gospel. 

a) The Father sent the Son (Jesus Christ) into the world to save the world. 

b) This was God’s plan, God’s mission and God’s message.  

c) The Gospel intends for us to know and believe in Christ so that we might love and belong to 
God the Father.  

(1) For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in 
him should not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the 
world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through 
him. (John 3:16-17) 

(2) Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to 
accomplish his work. (John 4:34) 

(3) Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me 
has eternal life. He does not come into judgment, but has passed from death to life. 
I can do nothing on my own. As I hear, I judge, and my judgment is just, because I 
seek not my own will but the will of him who sent me. (John 5:24, 30) 
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(4) And this is eternal life, that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ 
whom you have sent. (John 17:3) 

7. Romans is fundamentally a book about God. 

8. Leon Morris: Epistle to The Romans; pp. 40, 20 

a) God is the most important word in this epistle. Romans is a book about God. No topic is 
treated with anything like the frequency of God. Everything Paul touches in this letter he 
relates to God. In our concern to understand what the apostle is saying about righteousness, 
justification and the like we ought not to overlook his tremendous concentration of God there 
is nothing like it elsewhere.  

b) In Romans “God” (theos) is mentioned 153 times; once every 46 words!  

c) Only 1 Peter and 1 John have a higher frequency of the use for the name “God” 

d) In Acts, once every 110 words; then Luke and 1 Corinthians 

e) The thought of God dominates this epistle. The word “God” occurs 153 times in Romans, an 
average of once every 46 words. This is more often than in any other New Testament writing 
(except the short 1 Peter and 1 John). And not only does “God” occur in Romans more 
frequently than in any other writing, it occurs more often than any other theme in that book. 
Paul writes on a number of topics, but everything is related to God. Romans may truly be 
described in a way that no other book can be, as a book about God. It is perhaps this that 
gives it its importance and its appeal.  

9. And this Gospel was not made up by God recently. He was declaring this good news in the OT, through 
His prophets.  

II. THE GOSPEL PROMISED BEFOREHAND (Romans 1:2) 

which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy Scriptures, (Romans 1:2) 

1. The Gospel is not a purely NT message. Paul makes it clear that the “good news” of salvation was 
promised beforehand through (God’s) prophets.  

2. The Prophets spoke about the good news (LXX: euangelion)  

a) Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
and cry to her 
that her warfare is ended, 
that her iniquity is pardoned, 
that she has received from the Lord's hand 
double for all her sins. 
A voice cries: 
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord; 
make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
Every valley shall be lifted up, 
and every mountain and hill be made low; 
the uneven ground shall become level, 
and the rough places a plain. 



 

RO1701 
 

8 

And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, 
and all flesh shall see it together, 
for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” 
A voice says, “Cry!” 
And I said, “What shall I cry?” 
All flesh is grass, 
and all its beauty is like the flower of the field. 
The grass withers, the flower fades 
when the breath of the Lord blows on it; 
surely the people are grass. 
The grass withers, the flower fades, 
but the word of our God will stand forever. 
Go on up to a high mountain, 
O Zion, herald of good news; 
lift up your voice with strength, 
O Jerusalem, herald of good news; 
lift it up, fear not; 
say to the cities of Judah, 
“Behold your God!” (Isaiah 40:1-9) 

(1) quoted by John the Baptist about his ministry 

(2) good news … Behold, Your God (Isa. 40:9) 

b) God speaks of preaching the Gospel to OT Israel 

I was the first to say to Zion, “Behold, here they are!” 
and I give to Jerusalem a herald of good news. (Isaiah 41:27) 

c) Isaiah told of God’s good news to the whole world 

Arise, shine, for your light has come, 
and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 
For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, 
and thick darkness the peoples; 
but the Lord will arise upon you, 
and his glory will be seen upon you. 
And nations shall come to your light, 
and kings to the brightness of your rising. 
Lift up your eyes all around, and see; 
they all gather together, they come to you; 
your sons shall come from afar, 
and your daughters shall be carried on the hip. 
Then you shall see and be radiant; 
your heart shall thrill and exult, 
because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you, 
the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 
A multitude of camels shall cover you, 
the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 



 

RO1701 
 

9 

all those from Sheba shall come. 
They shall bring gold and frankincense, 
and shall bring good news, the praises of the Lord. (Isa. 60:1-6) 

d) The Prophets saw themselves as preachers of the good news.  

(1) How beautiful upon the mountains 
are the feet of him who brings good news, 
who publishes peace, who brings good news of happiness, 
who publishes salvation, 
who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” (Isa. 52:7) 

(2) Behold, upon the mountains, the feet of him 
who brings good news, 
who publishes peace! 
Keep your feasts, O Judah; 
fulfill your vows, 
for never again shall the worthless pass through you; 
he is utterly cut off. (Nahum 1:15) 

(3) Quoted by Paul in Romans 10 about his own gospel mission 

(4) How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they 
to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear 
without someone preaching? And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As 
it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!” 
(Romans 10:14-15) 

e) Isaiah mentioned the gospel mission and its blessed recipients. 

(1) The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, 
because the Lord has anointed me 
to bring good news to the poor; 
he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, 
to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
and the opening of the prison to those who are bound; 
to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor, 
and the day of vengeance of our God; 
to comfort all who mourn; 
to grant to those who mourn in Zion— 
to give them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes, 
the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 
the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit; 
that they may be called oaks of righteousness, 
the planting of the Lord, that he may be glorified. 
They shall build up the ancient ruins; 
they shall raise up the former devastations; 
they shall repair the ruined cities, 
the devastations of many generations. (Isa. 61:1-4) 
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(2) Quoted by Jesus to point to His Messianic mission 

(3) And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up. And as was his custom, 
he went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and he stood up to read. And the 
scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the 
place where it was written, 
 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because he has anointed me  
to proclaim good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives 
and recovering of sight to the blind, 
to set at liberty those who are oppressed, 
to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.” 
And he rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And the 
eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. And he began to say to them, 
“Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” (Luke 4:16-21) 

3. In the Epistle to the Romans Paul will tell us, in 6 places, that the Gospel was promised to us in the OT. 

4. He will quote the OT Scriptures profusely, showing that in the Gospel was proclaimed – even if in veiled 
form. To the Corinthian church he would write:  

a) Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you received, in 
which you stand, and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached to 
you—unless you believed in vain. For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also 
received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, that he was buried, 
that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, (1 Cor. 15:1-4) 

b) “according to the (OT) Scriptures” 

5. Colin G. Kruze: Romans: Pillar NTC; p. 41 

The way Paul refers to the gospel here, as something proclaimed beforehand, suggests that he has in 
mind not simply a message of good news, but the events which constitute the basis of that good news, 
that is, what God achieved through Christ – the manifestation of the righteousness of God.  

6. A Gospel crystallized and made clear in Jesus Christ 

III. THE GOSPEL CONCERNING JESUS CHRIST (Rom. 1:3-4) 

concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh and was declared to be the Son of 
God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
(Romans 1:3-4) 

1. This good news is “God’s story.” This is the derivation of our word “gospel” 

a) German: Gotts Spiel (God’s play/ drama/ story) 

b) Old English: Godspell (God-story) 

c) Modern English: Gospel 

d) The story of God, man, sin and salvation 
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2. And the Hero of this story is God’s Son, who became Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus, in a real sense, is the 
Gospel.  

3. Douglas Moo: Romans: NICNT; p. 43 

Paul uses “gospel” so generally in some contexts that it becomes functionally equivalent to “Christ” 
or God’s intervention in Christ. In other words, Paul can sometimes expand the scope of “gospel” to 
include the very events of which the message speaks. God’s sending his Son for the salvation of the 
world is itself “good news.” God’s act of salvation in Christ.  

4. Thus, the content of the Gospel, the actual “good news” or the “God story” is about Jesus Christ. 

a) Hence: The Four “Gospel” accounts (Matthew, Mark, Luke, John) 

b) The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. (Mark 1:1) 

c) That context is summarized in four descriptive statements 

(1) Concerning His Son: The Gospel is the story about the Son of God, Second Person 
of the Trinity, and His redemptive work (A divine Person)  

(2) who was descended from David, according to the Flesh (A human Person)  

(i) The genealogies of Matthew 1 and Luke 3 

(ii) “Son of David” = Messianic title 

(iii) defining Jesus as a Jewish male  

(3) and who was declared to be the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of 
holiness by His resurrection (A Messianic Person)  

(i) i.e., marked out as the Son of God by the fact that the Holy Spirit raised 
Him from the dead, in power. 

(ii) For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the 
unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the 
flesh but made alive in the spirit, (1 Peter 3:18) 

(iii) The defining moment of Jesus Christ’s life and work – the 
resurrection  

(iv) Everything depends on the resurrection!  

Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some 
of you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? But if there is 
no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been 
raised. And if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in 
vain and your faith is in vain. We are even found to be 
misrepresenting God, because we testified about God that he raised 
Christ, whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead are not 
raised. For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ has been 
raised. And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you 
are still in your sins. Then those also who have fallen asleep in 
Christ have perished. If in Christ we have hope in this life only, we 
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are of all people most to be pitied. But in fact Christ has been 
raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 
(1 Cor. 15:12-20) 

(4) Jesus Christ our Lord: The Christ/ Messiah is identified (historical person). 

(i) Jesus: Yeshua, Joshua, Jesus (personal name) 

(ii) Christ: Greek: Christos (anointed one) 

(iii) Our Lord: Greek Kurios; Master, King, Divine Lord 

(iv)  cf. The adonai of the OT (YHWH) 

5. Two key phrases bracket this story about Jesus Christ: “… according to the flesh … according to the 
Spirit of Holiness in power …”  

a) according to the flesh: the humiliation of the Son of God in becoming a human being 

who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be 
grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of 
men. And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the 
point of death, even death on a cross. (Phil. 2:6-8) 

b) in power according to the Spirit: The Exaltation of the Son of Man; a resurrection to glory, 
power, preeminence.  

Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every 
name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and 
under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God 
the Father. (Phil. 2:9-11) 

6. Thus, the Resurrection of Jesus Christ is the turning point of human history. 

a) The turning point of Jesus’ life and mission …  

b) John R. W. Stott: Romans: BST; p. 50  

So the resurrection is the turning point in the existence of the Son of God. Before that he 
was the Son of God in weakness and lowliness. Through the resurrection he becomes the 
Son of God in power.  

c) The turning point of human history: until the resurrection sin and death reigned over mankind; 
with Christ’s resurrection grace and life now reign –  

For if, because of one man's trespass, death reigned through that one man, much more 
will those who receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness reign 
in life through the one man Jesus Christ. (Romans 5:17) 

so that, as sin reigned in death, grace also might reign through righteousness leading 
to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. (Romans 5:21) 

d) The turning point of salvation history: The Apostles would now go throughout the world with 
the message of Christ’s resurrection – the Good News!  

Being then God's offspring, we ought not to think that the divine being is like gold or 
silver or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of man. The times of 
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ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all people everywhere to 
repent, because he has fixed a day on which he will judge the world in righteousness 
by a man whom he has appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all by raising 
him from the dead.” (Acts 17:29-31) 

7. Here is the CONTENT of the Gospel message: The life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ which 
save us from our sins:  

Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you received, in which you 
stand, and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached to you—unless you 
believed in vain. For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died 
for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he 
appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some 
have fallen asleep. Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. Last of all, as to one untimely 
born, he appeared also to me. (1 Cor. 15:1-8) 

8. This became the early creedal statement of the Church, recited in the liturgy: Christ has died, Christ is 
risen, Christ will come again.  

9. The Gospel is the story of the birth, life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ to save us from our sins 
…  

a) Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, the offspring of David, as preached in my 
gospel, (2 Tim. 2:8)  

b) Great indeed, we confess, is the mystery of godliness:  
He was manifested in the flesh, 
vindicated by the Spirit,  
seen by angels, 
proclaimed among the nations,  
believed on in the world, 
taken up in glory. (1 Tim. 3:16) 

c) often summarized in 5 words: Christ died for our sins.   

d) For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring 
us to God, being put the death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, (1 Peter 3:18) 

e) and … expecting a response of faith on the part of the hearers.  

10. Thomas R. Schreiner: Romans: ECNT; p. 38 

The gospel that is from God and about him is centered on his Son, and this Son fulfills what the 
Scriptures promised.  

11. A message to be shared with everyone; Good News for the whole world …  

IV. THE GOSPEL FOR THE WHOLE WORLD (Romans 1:5) 

through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith for the sake 
of his name among all the nations, including you who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 
To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: 
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Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. (Romans 1:5-7) 

1. Through this Jesus Christ Paul had …  

a) became an apostle …  

Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 
(Romans 1:1) 

b) … been given a mission to the gentiles 

through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of 
faith for the sake of his name among all the nations, (Romans 1:5) 

c) … been entrusted with a sacred message: The Gospel. 

2. The Gospel has three divinely designed objectives –  

a) First: that all men might show forth the obedience of faith (v. 5)  

(1) i.e., an obedience that comes from faith in Christ 

(2) Faith: putting your trust in Jesus alone for salvation 

(3) Obedience: stepping out in faith to follow Jesus’ command: “Follow Me!” 

(4) Seeking to please God by obeying Jesus our Lord 

b) Second: That all men belong to Jesus Christ as His disciples, followers and servants.  

(1) including you who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, (Rom. 1:6) 

(2) the Gospel calls us to belong to Jesus 

(3) Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom 
you have from God? You are not your own, for you were bought with a price. So 
glorify God in your body. (1 Cor. 6:19-20) 

(4) This is how one should regard us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the 
mysteries of God. (1 Cor. 4:1) 

(5) Bondservants of Jesus rather than slaves to sin 

(6) But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of God, the 
fruit you get leads to sanctification and its end, eternal life. For the wages of sin is 
death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 
6:22-23) 

c) Third: that the Name of God (Jesus) will be magnified, glorified, honored around the world. 

(1) “for the sake of his name” 

(2) i.e., the name of Jesus Christ (v. 4) 

(3) Jesus Christ our Lord 

(i) Christ: Savior 

(ii) Lord: King 

3. Some are troubled by Paul’s use of the phrase obedience of faith.  
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a) Aren’t obedience (works) and faith (grace) antithetical? 

b) Not if we understand the sequence of both 

c) We believe and are enabled to obey, which strengthens our faith 

d) Discipleship: A believer who follows Jesus in faith. 

4. Douglas Moo: Romans: NICNT; p. 52 

Paul saw his task as calling men and women to submission to the lordship of Christ, a submission 
that began with conversion but which was to continue in a deepening, lifelong commitment. This 
obedience to Christ as Lord is always closely related to faith, both as an initial, decisive step of faith 
and as a continuing “faith” relationship with Christ. In light of this, we understand the words 
“obedience” and “faith” to be mutually interpreting: obedience always involves faith, and faith 
always involves obedience. They should not be equated, compartmentalized, or made into separate 
stages of Christian experience. Paul called men and women to a faith that was always inseparable 
from obedience – for the Savior in whom we believe is nothing less than our Lord – and to an 
obedience that could never be divorced from faith – for we can obey Jesus as Lord only when we 
have given ourselves to him in faith.  

5. Paul will develop this theme in Romans 4-8 and 12-16 

Conclusion: This, then, is the Good News of Jesus Christ, the Gospel of the Kingdom …  

1. This is the good news: Jesus Christ has died for our sins, paid our penalty, reconciled us to God, and 
made us full-citizens of the the Kingdom of God – all benefits included. This is God’s good plan of 
salvation:  

He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved 
Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. (Col. 1:13-14) 

2. To be ruled by the Lord God, to belong to Jesus Christ, to be indwelt by the Spirit of Holiness (Holy 
Spirit) is a liberating, life-giving, lovely way to live.  

3. We naturally don’t think this is so, but faith helps us to accept this Gospel message as both true and good 
– “good news”  

4. This is the Gospel: The God Story that changes everything about us.  

For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in 
accordance with the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance 
with the Scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. (1 Cor. 15:3-5) 

5. And this is the good promise attendant to the Good News:  

But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the word of 
faith that we proclaim); because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in 
your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one believes and 
is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved. For the Scripture says, “Everyone who 
believes in him will not be put to shame.” For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the 
same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all who call on him. For “everyone who calls on the 
name of the Lord will be saved.” (Romans 10:8-13) 
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6. And here is the good question: Have you believed in Jesus Christ, received the gift of salvation, and 
entered the Kingdom of God?  

 


