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Romans 1:8-15                          January 8, 2017 AM 
Becoming A Gracious People                    Romans 
RO1702                          

The Church in Rome 
 

INTRODUCTION: Paul’s letter to the Romans (“The Epistle to the Romans”) is considered his magnum opus …  

1. Latin: magnum (great) opus (work); a large or important work of art, music or literature; especially one 
regarded as the most important work of an artist or author; the defining work of a writer.  

2. The praises heaped upon Romans would drive us to this conclusion:  

a) Dr. Martyn Lloyd-Jones said this (p.3) 

It has been the universal opinion in the Christian church throughout the centuries that 
Romans is the Epistle above all which deals with fundamentals, and if you look at the 
history of the church I think you will see that that has been borne out time and time again. 
There is a sense in which we can say quite truthfully that the Epistle to the Romans has, 
possibly, played a more important and more crucial part in the history of the church than 
any other single book in the whole of the Bible. That is a matter of very great significance. 
We are to read and to study the whole Bible – yes! But if it is evident from the history of 
the church that one particular book seems thus to have been used in an exceptional 
manner, surely it behooves us to give it exceptional attention.  

b) Martin Luther called it “the chief part of New Testament and … truly the purest gospel.”  
Romans was crucial to Luther’s conversion to Christ. (Stott, p. 19) 

c) John Calvin wrote declaring “if we have gained a true understanding of this Epistle, we have 
an open door to all the most profound treasures of Scripture.” (Stott, p. 19) 

d) William Tyndale: “The principal and most excellent part of the New Testament, and most 
pure Evangelion, that is to say, glad tidings … and also a light and way unto the whole 
Scripture.” (Stott, p. 20) 

e) Frederick Godet, Swiss Bible Scholar: “the Cathedral of Christian Faith.”  

f) John MacArthur: “Most, if not all, of the great revivals and reformations in the history of 
the church have been directly related to the Book of Romans. (p. ix) 

g) Martin Luther, John Wesley and Saint Augustine were all converted through a part of the 
message of Romans.  

h) Donald Grey Barnhouse, Preacher of the Tenth Presbyterian Church in Philadelphia, PA and 
original preacher of the Bible Hour radio program, broadcast 11 years of weekly messages 
from the Epistle to the Romans! 

i) One of his successors, James Montgomery Boice, preached on Romans for 8 years! 

j) Dr. Martyn Lloyd-Jones preached through Romans, to a Friday night gathering, for 13 years. 
And he only got through chapter 9! 

k) Don’t worry! I do not fancy myself to be a Lloyd-Jones, a Barnhouse or a Boice. I will finish 
Romans in 48 weeks! Whew!  
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3. Paul, I think, would be quite astounded to discover that his letter to a church he’d never visited had such 
far-reaching effects upon Christianity and had become so popular and famous. Paul was not attempting 
to pen his magnum opus. He was just writing a letter!  

4. Thomas Schreiner, in his introductory comments about Romans in the English Standard Study Bible 
correctly assesses this fact (p. 2151) 

a) It is more likely that Paul wrote the letter to address particular issues of concern to the 
Roman church. Specifically, he addressed matters of interest for a church that included both 
Jewish and Gentile Christians: (1) Can one be right with God through obeying the law (1:1-
3:20)? (2) What can be learned from Abraham, and is he the father of both Jewish and 
Gentile Christians (4:1-25)? (3) What role does the law play with reference to sin (5:20; 7:1-
25)? (4) What does the salvation of Gentiles indicate about the future of Israel as Gods people 
(9:1-11:36)? (5) Should Christians observe OT food laws, and how should they relate to 
fellow believers on such matters (14:1-15:13)?  

b) For Paul this was merely another “pastoral letter” to a local church. 

c) One of the 13 we have in the NT; and one of the dozens he probably wrote but which are lost 
…  

d) e.g., two more Corinthian letters and the Epistle to the Laodiceans, the Churches like Thyatira 
or Philadelphia, and perhaps even the Church in Spain (?)  

5. Paul did not intend to write a systematic theology. His letter to the Romans – although his richest 
theological work – does not include:  

a) any doctrine of Christ, fully developed. 

b) any treatment of Ecclesiology or Baptism or the Lord’s Supper. 

c) no mention of the Last Things: Eschatology 

d) He does not teach about the Great Commission, the means of grace or the Doctrine of 
Revelation (God’s Word). 

6. He is simply answering significant questions that somehow were posed to him from the Church in Rome 
– about which we know very little. 

7. Ironically, the Church of Rome, the “Eternal City” and world HQ for Christianity for two millennia, is 
not presented in thorough detail, in the Book of Acts, the NT Epistles or the references of the Apostles.   

8. In fact, a lot of what we know about Rome is gathered from this short passage before us: Romans 1:8-15 

a) First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, because your faith is proclaimed in 
all the world. For God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit in the gospel of his Son, that 
without ceasing I mention you always in my prayers, asking that somehow by God's will I may 
now at last succeed in coming to you. For I long to see you, that I may impart to you some 
spiritual gift to strengthen you— that is, that we may be mutually encouraged by each other's 
faith, both yours and mine. I do not want you to be unaware, brothers, that I have often 
intended to come to you (but thus far have been prevented), in order that I may reap some 
harvest among you as well as among the rest of the Gentiles. I am under obligation both to 
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Greeks and to barbarians, both to the wise and to the foolish. So I am eager to preach the 
gospel to you also who are in Rome. (Romans 1:8-15) 

b) This short passage presents three questions for us. 

c) How did the Church of Rome get started? 

d) What was Paul’s relationship to the Roman Church? 

e) Why did Paul desire to write/ preach the Gospel to them?  

9. This is our outline for this morning and these 8 verses …  

I. HOW DID THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH BEGIN IN ROME?  (Romans 1:7-10) 

To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God 
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, because 
your faith is proclaimed in all the world. For God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit in the 
gospel of his Son, that without ceasing I mention you always in my prayers, asking that somehow by 
God's will I may now at last succeed in coming to you. (Romans 1:7-10) 

1. How did the Church get started in Rome? Answer: We have no idea.  

2. But scholars most universally put forward this probable scenario: 

a) Some Jews who lived in Rome were converted on Pentecost Sunday, in 30 A.D.  

b) Acts 2:10 … “visitors from Rome” 

c) Additionally, many merchants and travelers made their way to and through Rome.  

d) Roman Roads (Via Appia), Roman order and government (Pax Romana), and urbanization 
contributed to Jews moving to Rome.  

e) James D. G. Dunn: Romans: vol. 38A; WBC, pp. xlvi-xlvii 

There were strong links between Jerusalem and Rome, exemplified in the warm 
relationship between Herod Agrippa I and the imperial family, particularly Caligula 
and Claudius; the business travel of people like Prisca and Aquila; the implication of 
Acts 28:21 that the Roman Jews looked to maintain a correspondence link with the 
mother country; the movement of temple tax and pilgrim traffic; and the later 
testimony of regular visits by leading rabbis to Rome. This fits well with the report of 
Acts 2:10 that Jews from Rome were among the first audience for the proclamation of 
Jesus’ resurrection. It is quite likely then that among the first Greek-speaking Jews to 
embrace faith in Messiah Jesus were Jews from Rome or having strong connections 
with Rome. Through such contacts and the normal travel of merchants and others to 
the imperial capital, the new faith would almost certainly be talked of in the 
synagogues of Rome within a few years of the beginnings in Jerusalem, and groups 
would have emerged within these synagogues who professed allegiance to this form of 
eschatological Judaism. Since Pompey’s conquest of the East, the movement of 
oriental religions to the capital of the Empire was a feature quite often remarked upon 
by Roman writers.  

3. We know from Acts 28 that there were both Christians, Jews and God-fearing Gentiles, in and around 
Rome who were interested in the Gospel message, by 62 AD. 
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a) And from there we made a circuit and arrived at Rhegium. And after one day a south wind 
sprang up, and on the second day we came to Puteoli. There we found brothers and were 
invited to stay with them for seven days. And so we came to Rome. And the brothers there, 
when they heard about us, came as far as the Forum of Appius and Three Taverns to meet us. 
On seeing them, Paul thanked God and took courage. And when we came into Rome, Paul 
was allowed to stay by himself, with the soldier who guarded him. (Acts 28:13-16) 

b) Christians in Rome and Puteoli  

c) And the Jews were open to Paul’s message as well. 

When they had appointed a day for him, they came to him at his lodging in greater 
numbers. From morning till evening he expounded to them, testifying to the kingdom of 
God and trying to convince them about Jesus both from the Law of Moses and from the 
Prophets. And some were convinced by what he said, but others disbelieved. (Acts 28:23-
24) 

He lived there two whole years at his own expense, and welcomed all who came to him, 
(Acts 28:30) 

4. Colin G. Kruse: Romans: Pillar; pp. 2-3 

Most Christians in Rome lived in the Transtiberium region (Trastervere) and along the Appian Way, 
the poorer parts of Rome. A small number lived in the better parts, especially those who were slaves 
in well-to-do households. Those in the poorer parts lived in insulae, flimsy, overcrowded apartment 
blocks often of wooden construction and therefore terrible firetraps. Most Christians were either 
freed-(wo)men or slaves. As many as 60 percent of them were of slave origin. In this respect the 
Roman Christian community differed from other Pauline congregations.  

5. Originally, the church at Rome was predominately Jewish.  

a) Ambrosiaster (4th Century AD; Commentary on Romans): The Roman Church was without 
an Apostolic foundation 

b) Jews in Rome were the first converts. The church began in Roman synagogues. 

c) from c. 30-40 AD the Roman Church had a distinctly Jewish flavor to it.  

d) God-fearing Romans and Greeks first became Christians in Rome while attending the 
synagogues.  

6. As the Christians in the Roman Church began to grow a friction arose between the Jews and Christians, 
over Jesus Christ. 

a) In 49 AD Emperor Claudius expelled the Jews from Rome. 

After this Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. And he found a Jew named Aquila, a 
native of Pontus, recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius 
had commanded all the Jews to leave Rome. And he went to see them, (Acts 18:1-2) 

b) Why? Because of disputes over “a man named Chrestos” 

c) Roman Historian, Suetonius, wrote this: “He banished from Rome all Jews, who were 
continually making disturbances at the instigation of one Chrestos” (Life of Suetonius, 25.4) 
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(1) Suetonius meant “Christos” (Christ)  

(2) And he thought this Chrestos was still alive. 

d) By the time Paul wrote the Epistle to Rome, the population of the Imperial City was approx. 
400,000 

(1) 30% slaves; 30% freedmen (women); 40% freeborn.  

(2) 10% (40,000) were Jews living in Rome 

e) Cassius Dio: History of Rome: 60.6.6 

(1) As for the Jews, who had again increased so greatly that by reason of their 
multitude it would have been hard without raising a tumult to bar them from the 
city, he did not drive them out, but ordered them, while continuing their traditional 
mode of life, not to hold meetings.  

(2) i.e., Emperor Claudius shut down the synagogues 

(3) and told the Jews to get out of Rome 

(4) although He did not enforce such a banishment. 

f) Christian writer Paulus Osorius (4th century) “History Against Pagans” (7.6)  

In the ninth year of his reign, Claudius expelled the Jews from Rome. As a matter of fact, 
however, no one can say whether the emperor ordered the Jews to be restrained and 
repressed because they were creating disturbances against Christ or whether he wished 
the Christians to be expelled at the same time on the ground that they were members of an 
allied religion.  

7. This is significant for our understanding of Paul’s letter to Rome.  

a) In 49 A.D. many Jews left Rome and most synagogues ceased to function. 

b) Therefore, the Jews left the church, leaving mainly the Gentile Christians and God-Fearers 
behind. 

c) e.g., Pricilla and Aquila (Acts 18:1-2) 

After this Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. And he found a Jew named Aquila, a 
native of Pontus, recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius 
had commanded all the Jews to leave Rome. And he went to see them, (Acts 18:1-2) 

d) Claudius would die in 54 A.D. and the Jews would make their way back to Rome.  

e) What these returning Jewish Christians discovered was that their Jewish Church had become a 
Gentile Church! 

f) And tensions, and arguments, and misunderstandings arose. 

g) The theological, and ethical, and social issues Paul addresses in Romans.  

8. Proof of this “mixed church” can be found in Romans 16 where Paul sends greetings to many people. 

a) half of them have Jewish names; half have Roman or Greek names. 

b) Pisca (Pricilla) and Aquila were back in Rome: 
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Greet Prisca and Aquila, my fellow workers in Christ Jesus, who risked their necks for my 
life, to whom not only I give thanks but all the churches of the Gentiles give thanks as 
well. (Romans 16:3-4) 

c) Paul appears to know a number of people in the Roman church he’d never visited!  

9. Thomas R. Schreiner: Romans: ECNT; p. 9 

It is not at all improbable that Paul would know twenty-six persons in Rome. Travel in the Greco-
Roman world was remarkably common. The shifts in location of Prisca and Aquila, therefore, are not 
as astonishing as they might appear on first glance. They left Rome because of the decree of Claudius 
and probably returned when Nero became emperor. Nor is it necessary to conclude that Paul 
personally knew every single person greeted in Rom. 16. He may have heard about some of them and 
desired to send greetings to those well-known in the community.  

III. WHAT WAS PAUL’S RELATIONSHIP TO THE CHURCH AT ROME? (Romans 1:11-12)  

For I long to see you, that I may impart to you some spiritual gift to strengthen you— that is, that we 
may be mutually encouraged by each other's faith, both yours and mine. (Romans 1:11-12) 

1. Paul had no official relationship to the church in Rome.  

a) He neither started it nor did he ever pastor it. 

b) But he appears to have been well known to the Christians and Jews in Rome.  

2. His Gospel to the Gentiles was both disturbing and intriguing to this mixed church of Jews and Gentiles.  

3. Look at Acts 28:17-22 for some background information 

a) After three days he called together the local leaders of the Jews, and when they had gathered, 
he said to them, “Brothers, though I had done nothing against our people or the customs of 
our fathers, yet I was delivered as a prisoner from Jerusalem into the hands of the 
Romans. When they had examined me, they wished to set me at liberty, because there was no 
reason for the death penalty in my case. But because the Jews objected, I was compelled to 
appeal to Caesar—though I had no charge to bring against my nation. For this reason, 
therefore, I have asked to see you and speak with you, since it is because of the hope of Israel 
that I am wearing this chain.” And they said to him, “We have received no letters from Judea 
about you, and none of the brothers coming here has reported or spoken any evil about 
you. But we desire to hear from you what your views are, for with regard to this sect we know 
that everywhere it is spoken against.” (Acts 28:17-22) 

b) So, Paul desires to write to Rome, and then visit Rome to clarify what he really believed and 
preached.  

4. The same Judaizers who criticized and slandered Paul wherever he went, had also made their way to 
Rome. And Paul fears that they had –  

a) slandered him and his mission to the Gentiles 

b) stirred up strife in the Roman Church 

c) caused considerable confusion about the Gospel 

5. Thomas R. Schreiner: Romans: ECNT; p. 20-21 
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The conflict between Jewish and Gentile Christians in Rome was rather typical of the kind of debates 
that occurred as the gospel spread throughout the Greco-Roman world. Paul could not arbitrate the 
debate simply by declaring his opinion. He needed to summarize the basic content of the gospel he 
preached, especially as it pertained to issues relating to Jews and Gentiles. Paul would have learned 
from Prisca, Aquila, and his other friends that doubts existed in Rome about his gospel. Jewish 
Christian opponents of Paul were already in Rome spewing out criticism against the Pauline gospel. 
He knew that doubts and questions had surfaced in the Roman congregations about his gospel, but he 
did not yet face full-fledged opponents. These apprehensions about Paul’s teaching in Rome could 
perhaps be alleviated if his gospel were thoroughly explained, particularly on issues relating to Jews 
and Gentiles. Thus one of Paul’s primary aims was to unify the church in Rome, so that Jews and 
Gentiles together would worship God in harmony.  

6. So, he tells these Christians in Rome that he desires two things –  

a) First: He wants to impart to them a spiritual gift to strengthen them in their faith and 
fellowship. 

(1) For I long to see you, that I may impart to you some spiritual gift to strengthen 
you— (Romans 1:11) 

(2) i.e., his Gospel message 

(3) encased in the letter to them 

b) Second: He wants them to be encouraged by him as he is encouraged by them.  

(1) that is, that we may be mutually encouraged by each other's faith, both yours and 
mine. (Romans 1:12) 

(2) that they will accept him, his message and his mission, and …  

(3) that he might know that the church in Rome both accepted and endorsed his 
ministry.  

c) the mutual blessing of sharing the same faith 

(1) same God 

(2) same Savior and Lord 

(3) same Gospel Religion 

(4) “by each other’s faith, yours and mine” 

7. I want to emphasize yet again the under lying spirit of humility in Paul’s Epistle to Rome.  

a) His humility in submitting his gospel to Rome for their review, discussion and approval. He 
need not do this – he was called by Christ, endorsed by the other Apostles, sent out by the 
Church. But he models humility to the proud Romans.  

b) He calls for humility on the part of the Gentile Christians toward their fellow Jewish 
Christians. Rome was their city and the Church was their Church. But the Jewish believers 
had a place in it as well.  

c) Thomas R. Schreiner: Romans: ECNT; p. 13 
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(1) The dismissal of the Jews from Rome in A.D. 49 had a significant effect on Roman 
churches. With the ejection of the Jews the churches in Rome became mainly 
Gentile. It is not hard to imagine that tensions would arise between Jews and 
Gentiles since the latter would not be as devoted to the law and had evolved in new 
directions with the eviction of the Jews. Paul’s primary exhortation is directed to 
the Gentiles. They are to desist from pride, even though they have been joined to 
the olive tree of God’s people and the Jews have largely been cast aside. They are 
to accept Jewish believers who have scruples in regard to food and drink and the 
observance of various days.  

(2) But if some of the branches were broken off, and you, although a wild olive shoot, 
were grafted in among the others and now share in the nourishing root of the olive 
tree, do not be arrogant toward the branches. If you are, remember it is not you 
who support the root, but the root that supports you. (Romans 11:17-18) 

d) He calls the Jews to a humility in the Gospel. The good news of salvation is not just for Israel, 
but also for the “Greeks” (pagans/ gentiles) 

(1) For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to 
everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. (Romans 1:16) 

(2) There will be tribulation and distress for every human being who does evil, the Jew 
first and also the Greek, but glory and honor and peace for everyone who does 
good, the Jew first and also the Greek. For God shows no partiality. (Romans 2:9-
11) 

8. Humility in how the Church of Rome handles the Gospel, practices their faith, lives out their ethics and 
treats one another is the key to unity, harmony and Gospel mission …  

9. … and the glory of God!  

III. WHY DID PAUL WRITE THE EPISTLE TO THE CHURCH IN ROME? (Romans 1:13-15) 

I do not want you to be unaware, brothers, that I have often intended to come to you (but thus far 
have been prevented), in order that I may reap some harvest among you as well as among the rest of 
the Gentiles. I am under obligation both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to the wise and to the 
foolish. So I am eager to preach the gospel to you also who are in Rome. (Romans 1:13-15) 

1. Paul states that he had often wanted to come to Rome, to preach to the Gentiles (Romans) there, and to 
carry on his mission which he received from Christ …  

a) … a commission he received from Jesus Christ some 28 years prior … 

b) What Jesus told Ananias to tell Paul … 

But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen instrument of mine to carry my name 
before the Gentiles and kings and the children of Israel. For I will show him how much he 
must suffer for the sake of my name.” (Acts 9:15-16) 

c) What Paul told the Jews in Jerusalem …  

And I said, ‘Lord, they themselves know that in one synagogue after another I imprisoned 
and beat those who believed in you. And when the blood of Stephen your witness was 
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being shed, I myself was standing by and approving and watching over the garments of 
those who killed him.’ And he said to me, ‘Go, for I will send you far away to the 
Gentiles.’” (Acts 22:19-21) 

d) What Paul told Festus, Agrippa and Bernice …  

But rise and stand upon your feet, for I have appeared to you for this purpose, to appoint 
you as a servant and witness to the things in which you have seen me and to those in 
which I will appear to you, delivering you from your people and from the Gentiles—to 
whom I am sending you to open their eyes, so that they may turn from darkness to light 
and from the power of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place 
among those who are sanctified by faith in me.’ (Acts 26:16-18) 

2. Paul wanted to (1) write to Rome, and then (2) visit Rome for four reasons. And he tells us these four 
reasons at the end of his letter (Romans 15:14-33) 

a) First: To explain and justify his Gospel message and his evangelistic mission to the Gentiles 
…  

(1) I myself am satisfied about you, my brothers, that you yourselves are full of 
goodness, filled with all knowledge and able to instruct one another. But on some 
points I have written to you very boldly by way of reminder, because of the grace 
given me by God to be a minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles in the priestly 
service of the gospel of God, so that the offering of the Gentiles may be acceptable, 
sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In Christ Jesus, then, I have reason to be proud of my 
work for God. For I will not venture to speak of anything except what Christ has 
accomplished through me to bring the Gentiles to obedience—by word and deed, 
by the power of signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God—so that from 
Jerusalem and all the way around to Illyricum I have fulfilled the ministry of the 
gospel of Christ; and thus I make it my ambition to preach the gospel, not where 
Christ has already been named, lest I build on someone else's foundation, but as it 
is written, 
“Those who have never been told of him will see, 
and those who have never heard will understand.” (Romans 15:14-21) 

(2) credentials 

b) Second: To visit them and gather financial support for his pioneering mission to Spain.  

(1) This is the reason why I have so often been hindered from coming to you. But now, 
since I no longer have any room for work in these regions, and since I have longed 
for many years to come to you, I hope to see you in passing as I go to Spain, and to 
be helped on my journey there by you, once I have enjoyed your company for a 
while. (Romans 15:22-24) 

(2) support 

c) Third: To stop over on his way to Spain, and to launch his Spanish mission out of Rome.  

(1) At present, however, I am going to Jerusalem bringing aid to the saints. For 
Macedonia and Achaia have been pleased to make some contribution for the poor 
among the saints at Jerusalem. For they were pleased to do it, and indeed they owe 
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it to them. For if the Gentiles have come to share in their spiritual blessings, they 
ought also to be of service to them in material blessings. When therefore I have 
completed this and have delivered to them what has been collected, I will leave for 
Spain by way of you. I know that when I come to you I will come in the fullness of 
the blessing of Christ. (Romans 15:25-29) 

(2) partnership 

d) Four: To solicit the prayer support of the Church in Rome for his Spanish mission 

(1) I appeal to you, brothers, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to 
strive together with me in your prayers to God on my behalf, that I may be 
delivered from the unbelievers in Judea, and that my service for Jerusalem may be 
acceptable to the saints, so that by God's will I may come to you with joy and be 
refreshed in your company. May the God of peace be with you all. Amen. (Romans 
15:30-33) 

(2) prayers 

3. Did Paul ever make it to Spain? Probably not. Here is what transpired.  

a) On his third missionary Journey Paul was collecting funds from Asia Minor, Macedonia and 
Greece to help the Church in Jerusalem – the “mother church” of Christianity. 

b) On his way back to Jerusalem he stayed in Corinth for about 3 months. 

After the uproar ceased, Paul sent for the disciples, and after encouraging them, he said 
farewell and departed for Macedonia. When he had gone through those regions and had 
given them much encouragement, he came to Greece. There he spent three months, and 
when a plot was made against him by the Jews as he was about to set sail for Syria, he 
decided to return through Macedonia. (Acts 20:1-3) 

c) While in Corinth he hears about the tensions in the Roman Church, and he writes the letter to 
Rome. He sends it to Rome in the hands of Phoebe, a member (? deaconess?) of the Church 
in Cenchreae, a port city near Corinth from which Paul sailed home.  

(1) I commend to you our sister Phoebe, a servant of the church at Cenchreae, that 
you may welcome her in the Lord in a way worthy of the saints, and help her in 
whatever she may need from you, for she has been a patron of many and of myself 
as well. (Romans 16:1-2) 

(2) This was in late 57 or early 58 AD 

(3) Leon Morris: Romans; p. 19 

By the time he wrote this letter Paul had been a Christian preacher for 
something like 20 years. He had three months without pressing commitments 
(Acts 20:3). He may well have felt that this was a good time, as the projected 
visit to Rome was a good occasion, to set out in order a summary of the gospel 
and its consequences as he understood them.  

d) He then returns to Jerusalem where he is arrested, tried, and then appeals to Caesar (Acts 20-
26) 
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e) Paul sails for Rome in the Fall of 59 AC, and after a shipwreck, arrives in Rome in 60 AD. 

f) He remains in Rome, under house arrest, for two years (60-62 AD), and is then released 
without trial.  

He lived there two whole years at his own expense, and welcomed all who came to him, 
proclaiming the kingdom of God and teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ with all 
boldness and without hindrance. (Acts 28:30-31) 

g) He appears to have returned to Macedonia (probably to Philippi), and sends Timothy to 
Ephesus, Titus to Crete, and other assistant pastors out to strengthen the churches. 

h) We believe he was rearrested in about 65 AD, and most likely in Rome, by Emperor Nero.  

(1) Who blamed Christians for his own burning of Rome (scapegoat)  

(2) Who feared Christianity as a dangerous “cult” 

(3) Who was irritated that some of his own Imperial household were converted to 
Christ, by Paul!  

(4) Greet every saint in Christ Jesus. The brothers who are with me greet you. All the 
saints greet you, especially those of Caesar's household. (Phil. 4:21-22) 

i) Paul (and Peter) were arrested in Rome, placed in the Mamertine Prison, near the old Forum 
of Rome, and executed.  

(1) Peter, crucified upside down (tradition) 

(2) Paul, beheaded (as a citizen he could not be crucified) 

(3) When? circa 66-68 AD (?) 

j) His last words, from the Roman Prison, were to Timothy in Ephesus … 

Greet Prisca and Aquila, and the household of Onesiphorus. Erastus remained at Corinth, 
and I left Trophimus, who was ill, at Miletus. Do your best to come before winter. Eubulus 
sends greetings to you, as do Pudens and Linus and Claudia and all the brothers. The 
Lord be with your spirit. Grace be with you. (2 Tim.4:19-22) 

k) He died in Rome, the city of his most famous letter.  

4. One last comment: Look in Acts 19:1, 8-10 

a) And it happened that while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul passed through the inland country 
and came to Ephesus. There he found some disciples. And he entered the synagogue and for 
three months spoke boldly, reasoning and persuading them about the kingdom of God. But 
when some became stubborn and continued in unbelief, speaking evil of the Way before the 
congregation, he withdrew from them and took the disciples with him, reasoning daily in the 
hall of Tyrannus. This continued for two years, so that all the residents of Asia heard the word 
of the Lord, both Jews and Greeks. (Acts 19:1, 8-10) 

b) One ancient mss. has a margin note that says that Paul did so for 5 hours each day!  

c) At 6 days per week and 52 weeks per year = 3,120 hours of teaching! 

d) About what? “The Kingdom of God” … the Gospel Faith. 
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e) James M. Boice: Romans: vol. 1; p. 17 

What do you suppose Paul taught the residents of Asia during these two long years of 
instruction? I suggest that he taught them essentially what he has given us in outline form 
in Romans: the ruin of the human race in sin and the provision of a perfect and eternal 
remedy for the ruin through the work of Jesus Christ. Another way of saying the same 
thing is to say that this is what the apostle Paul would teach if he were to work among us 
for the same length of time today.  

Conclusion: Paul’s letter to Rome speaks to us today just as personally and as powerfully as it did to the saints of 
Rome, 1,960 years ago!  

1. We too live in a large metropolitan city full of merchants and businessmen, immigrants and visitors, and 
many churches and different faiths.  

2. We too are members of mixed congregations – racially and ethnically, politically and socially, and 
theologically. We don’t agree on everything; we struggle to get along with one another.  

3. And we too attend a church where things have changed, not that we’ve gone from Jewish to Gentile, but 
that we’ve passed through transitions from Harry Reeder, to Tom Henry, to a time of discord, to Mike 
Ross, and soon to a New Pastor for a New Generation. And we’ve not negotiated these changes very 
well.  

4. We too face these challenges and possess these privileges:  

a) To receive the pure Gospel of Paul through the week-in and week-out preaching and teaching 
of God’s Word. 

b) To support ministries and missions that go throughout the world preaching “The Kingdom of 
God” 

c) To pray for our church planters and all they face, wherever they are –  

(1) Steffen Mueller in Munich, Germany 

(2) Sammy Fauchachon in Paris, France 

(3) Andrew Holbrook in Fairfield, Connecticut 

(4) Peter Eck in Atlantic City, New Jersey 

(5) Rohan Crown in Lethbridge, Alberta, Canada 

(6) Chris Robbins in San Francisco, California 

(7) Tyler Dirks and Jason Piteo in East Charlotte, NC 

d) To live in unity, harmony and humility with one another to the glory of God.  

5. We are not so different from these first-century Christians in Rome, after all.  

6. Please look at verse 8 – the one verse in our text I have not yet touched upon this morning: “First, I thank 
my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, because your faith is proclaimed in all the world.”  

a) He thanks God for three things 

(1) for the believers saved by God through Jesus Christ 
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(2) for their faith (which he shared with them) 

(3) for the world-wide impact that faith was having 

b) “in all the world”? Really? Perhaps a measure of hyperbole (purposeful exaggeration to 
emphasize a point) 

c) But Paul is making a subtle but important point. 

7. It would be greatly encouraging to all the small churches struggling along in Jerusalem and Judea, Asia 
Minor and Galatia, Macedonia and Greece, the Islands of the Mediterranean Sea and the desert of North 
Africa to know that Rome – capital of the Western World – possessed a Gospel Church!  

a) John Murray: “With the diffusion of the gospel went also the report of the faith of the 
believers in Rome …” (p. 19-20) 

b) Douglas Moo: “That the people in the Roman capital had bowed the knee to the Lord Jesus is 
something that would widely be known, and perhaps highlighted, by the early missionaries.” 
(p. 56) 

c) Leon Morris: “It must have meant much to the scattered little Christian communities that the 
Church was established in the world’s capital city.” (p. 57)  

8. Just as we rejoice and give thanks for Redeemer PCA Church in NYC; Tenth Presbyterian Church in 
Philadelphia, PA; Capitol Hill Baptist Church in Washington D.C.; and Grace Community Church in the 
Los Angeles, CA area.  

9. Churches in key, strategic, world-class cities with genuine faith, Christ-centered teaching, strong 
fellowship and encouraging witness.  

10. Places and people like Christ Covenant Church in the Charlotte, NC metropolis.  

11. James M. Boice applied this verse to Tenth Presbyterian Church in Philadelphia, back in September, 
1986 when he preached through these verses. He spoke of Tenth’s Reputation. Here’s what he said …  

I will tell you the kind of reputation I pray we might have at Tenth Presbyterian Church in 
Philadelphia. I pray that Tenth Presbyterian might be known as a church were people believe what 
God has told us in the Bible and then actually try to live by what they find there. I want Tenth to be a 
church known for strong faith in Jesus Christ, where people speak often, lovingly, and fearlessly of 
him. I want our church to be known for faith where God has placed us, not in some theoretical time 
or setting, but in the city of Philadelphia, demonstrating that Jesus is the answer to the city’s 
problems and the problems of those who live here. I want Tenth to be rock hard in faith, in adversity 
as well as in prosperity, when praised as well as when persecuted. Is that too much to ask? I think 
not. I think that is a reasonable goal and a reputation worth having.  

12. Rock Hard Faith … Genuine Love … Humble Hearts … for the world to see!  

13. I leave you with an assignment, due next Sunday: Write down one 25-word paragraph what reputation 
you want Christ Covenant to have. Bring it here next Sunday. We’ll share these thoughts as we greet one 
another prior to worship. Be prepared to share! And to pray!  

 

 


