
 

RO1704 
 

1 

Romans 1:18-23                       January 22, 2017 AM 
Becoming A Gracious People                    Romans 
RO1704                          

The Righteousness of God Revealed 
 

INTRODUCTION: The Introduction to Paul’s Epistle to the Romans comes in Romans 1:1-17 … 

1. It then divides itself into five main sections, logically connected:  

a) Introduction: The Power of the Gospel (1:1-17) 

(1) For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to 
everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. For in it the 
righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, “The 
righteous shall live by faith.” (Romans 1:16-17) 

(2) Theme of the Epistle (Justification by Faith) 

(3) i.e., The Righteousness of God Revealed 

b) Section I: The Righteousness of God Revealed against all sinful men (1:18-3:20) 

(1) Barbarians, Greeks, Jews 

(2) I am under obligation both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to the wise and to 
the foolish. (Romans 1:14) 

(3) All are under the wrath (Judgement) of God.  

What then? Are we Jews any better off? No, not at all. For we have already 
charged that all, both Jews and Greeks, are under sin, as it is written: 
“None is righteous, no, not one; 
no one understands;  
no one seeks for God. 
All have turned aside; together they have become worthless; 
no one does good, 
not even one.” (Rom. 3:9-12) 

For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. (Rom. 3:23) 

c) Section II: The Righteousness of Christ Imputed to us by faith (3:21-5:21) 

(1) Imputation of Christ’s righteousness through Faith in Christ 

the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For 
there is no distinction: (Rom. 3:22) 

(2) For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to 
him as righteousness. (Romans 4:3) 

That is why his faith was “counted to him as righteousness.” But the words “it was 
counted to him” were not written for his sake alone, but for ours also. It will be 
counted to us who believe in him who raised from the dead Jesus our Lord, who 
was delivered up for our trespasses and raised for our justification. (Romans 4:22-
25) 
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d) Section III: The Righteousness Developed in us through Sanctification (Romans 6-8)  

(1) But thanks be to God, that you who were once slaves of sin have become obedient 
from the heart to the standard of teaching to which you were committed, and, 
having been set free from sin, have become slaves of righteousness. I am speaking 
in human terms, because of your natural limitations. For just as you once 
presented your members as slaves to impurity and to lawlessness leading to more 
lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness leading to 
sanctification. (Romans 6:17-19) 

(2) The power of the Spirit to make us righteous. 

But if Christ is in you, although the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is 
life because of righteousness. (Romans 8:10) 

e) Section IV: The Righteousness of God and the Jews (Romans 9-11) 

(1) Election, Justification and Righteousness 

(2) Brothers, my heart's desire and prayer to God for them is that they may be saved. 
For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not according to 
knowledge. For, being ignorant of the righteousness of God, and seeking to 
establish their own, they did not submit to God's righteousness. For Christ is the 
end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes. (Romans 10:1-4) 

f) Section V: The Practices of a Righteous Life (Romans 12:1-15:13) 

(1) Godly living in the Church and Larger Community 

(2) For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking but of righteousness 
and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. Whoever thus serves Christ is acceptable to 
God and approved by men. So then let us pursue what makes for peace and for 
mutual upbuilding. (Romans 14:17-19) 

g) Conclusion: Greetings to God’s Righteous People (Rom. 15:14-16:27) 

(1) Paul’s personal concerns ((15:14-33) 

(2) Paul’s personal greetings (Romans 16:1-23) 

(3) Doxology (16:24-27) 

Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the 
preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was 
kept secret for long ages but has now been disclosed and through the prophetic 
writings has been made known to all nations, according to the command of the 
eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith— to the only wise God be 
glory forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen. (Romans 16:24-27) 

2. We turn now to Section I of Paul’s Epistle to Rome (1:18-3:20) 

a) “All have sinned” and are unrighteous 

for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. (Romans 3:23) 
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b) I am under obligation both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to the wise and to the foolish. 
(Romans 1:14) 

(1) Three “divisions” of mankind according to Rome. 

• Barbarians: all the non-Greek/ non-Roman tribes 

• “Greeks”: those who are Greco-Roman in culture 

• Jews: The People of Israel who worship one God.  

c) These Three Groups are addressed in Romans 1:18-3:20) 

(1) Barbarians (Pagans) – Romans 1:18-32 

(2) Greeks (Moralists) – Romans 2:1-16 

(3) Jews (Legalists) – Romans 2:17-3:20 

3. Steele and Thomas: Interpretive Outline of Romans; pp. 15-16 

a) Romans 1:18-32 = The Plight of the Pagan 

b) Paul’s design in this section (1:18-32) is to show that the Gentiles are sinful and without any 
personal righteousness. Because of their sinfulness, it is impossible for them to be justified 
(acquitted or put in right standing with God) on the ground of what they have done. When 
judged on the basis of their own works, they are unacceptable to God, they are condemned; 
for only on the basis of righteousness will God declare anyone acceptable to Himself. Since 
the Gentiles have no righteousness of their own, they cannot be justified – unless of course 
some provision were made whereby they could obtain the righteousness needed. Christ has 
provided the needed righteousness, but Paul does not explain this until he has first established 
the fact that men do need it – that they cannot be saved without it! 

c) The Bad News before the Gospel (Good News) 

d) Key to preaching, understanding salvation and living the Christian life: We must see how 
hopelessly sinful we truly are before we are motivated to believe in Christ.  

e) Bad News first (Romans 1-3); Good News Second (Rom. 3-5) 

f) For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of 
men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. For what can be known about God is 
plain to them, because God has shown it to them. For his invisible attributes, namely, his 
eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the 
world, in the things that have been made. So they are without excuse. For although they knew 
God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their 
thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. Claiming to be wise, they became fools, and 
exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man and birds and 
animals and creeping things. (Rom. 1:18-23) 

4. This is what makes preaching so difficult. Three grave problems.  

a) First: All men assume that they are basically good people who live by the Truth. But Paul 
says otherwise.  
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For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 
unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. (Romans 1:18) 

b) Second: All men assume that they know God well, personally and that they understand what 
God requires of them. But Paul says otherwise:  

For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to 
them. For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been 
clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made. 
So they are without excuse. (Romans 1:19-20) 

c) Third: All men are religious and assume that their religion is the true way to live with God 
and serve Him. But Paul says otherwise:  

For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but 
they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. Claiming to 
be wise, they became fools, and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images 
resembling mortal man and birds and animals and creeping things. (Rom. 1:21-23) 

5. I mean, really! How do you tell people The Truth without offending them –  

a) That they are not basically good people, who live by the golden rule and keep the Ten 
Commandments? Or that their “sweet” children are naturally born sinful (evil)?  

b) That evolution is not true and so their concepts of reality, including God, have been warped 
by scientific myth?  

c) That a Muslim believes in a false god? That a devote Hindu worships a myth? That a sincere 
Roman Catholic or liberal Protestant does not understand the Gospel because his Church has 
distorted the Gospel?  

d) Look at yourselves! My statements offend, alienate and make uncomfortable even you in this 
Evangelical Church! 

6. Of course, these statements are offensive! But necessarily so.  

a) The Cross of Christ is offensive! Highly offensive!  

For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 
saved it is the power of God. For it is written, 
“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has 
not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the 
world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we 
preach to save those who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, but we 
preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, but to those who 
are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For 
the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men. 
(1 Cor. 1:18-25) 

b) The Gospel of Salvation by faith and not good deeds is offensive! 
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What shall we say, then? That Gentiles who did not pursue righteousness have attained it, 
that is, a righteousness that is by faith; but that Israel who pursued a law that would lead 
to righteousness did not succeed in reaching that law. Why? Because they did not pursue 
it by faith, but as if it were based on works. They have stumbled over the stumbling 
stone, as it is written, 
“Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offense; 
and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” (Romans 9:30-33) 

c) The Gospel insults us in three ways… 

(1) First: It tells us we are so bad/sinful that Jesus had to die for our sins – for the 
“unjust” 

For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, 
that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive 
in the spirit, (1 Peter 3:18) 

(2) Second: The Gospel informs us that we are not and cannot be good enough to 
warrant forgiveness.  

(3) Third: The Gospel lumps us all together – you, me, Adolf Hitler and the Isis 
Terrorist – and reminds us all that unless Christ saves us we will be destroyed by 
the wrath of God for our unrighteous lives! Whew!  

d) If that doesn’t insult everyone in the house, then I don’t know what will!  

for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, (Romans 3:23) 

7. Just so you know: This is part of the Good News according to Jesus. My version of the Good News is 
somewhat different. Here’s my take on it …: Everyone is probably not going to go to heaven because 
they do sinful things. But, I’m excepted. I’m better than most people; I’m a loving person; I treat my 
neighbors well, love my family, pay taxes, always vote, work hard, go to church, read my Bible and pray, 
and keep to myself. I’m loved by God, He understands why I sin (occasionally) and He makes exceptions 
for me because I’m basically a good man. I’m not so sure about you (and I know for certain Hitler and 
those Muslims are headed to hell) but I am ok with God!  

8. How many of you would concur with my version of the Good News? Well, if you reject my spin on 
salvation, you’ve got to reject everyone else’s – including your own – because they’re all basically the 
same. There is only one other, true Gospel.  

a) I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him who called you in the grace of Christ 
and are turning to a different gospel— not that there is another one, but there are some who 
trouble you and want to distort the gospel of Christ. But even if we or an angel from heaven 
should preach to you a gospel contrary to the one we preached to you, let him be accursed. 
For I would have you know, brothers, that the gospel that was preached by me is not man's 
gospel. For I did not receive it from any man, nor was I taught it, but I received it through a 
revelation of Jesus Christ. (Gal. 1:6-8, 11-12) 

b) Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you received, in 
which you stand, and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached to 
you—unless you believed in vain. For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also 
received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, that he was buried, 
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that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, and that he appeared to 
Cephas, then to the twelve. (1 Cor. 15:1-5) 

c) For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring 
us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, (1 Peter 3:18) 

9. And that Good News must begin with Bad News – the truth about us!  

a) For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of 
men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. For what can be known about God is 
plain to them, because God has shown it to them. For his invisible attributes, namely, his 
eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the 
world, in the things that have been made. So they are without excuse. For although they knew 
God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their 
thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. Claiming to be wise, they became fools, and 
exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man and birds and 
animals and creeping things. (Rom. 1:18-23) 

b) All men are, by nature, unrighteous (1:18) 

c) All men are, by nature, ignorant about God (1:19-20) 

d) All men are, by nature, idolaters (1:21-23) 

I. ALL PEOPLE ARE NATURALLY UNRIGHTEOUS     (Romans 1:18)  

For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who 
by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. (Romans 1:18) 

 

1. What a strange way to begin to explain that good news of salvation: For the wrath of God is revealed . . 
.” 

a) Wrath! We’ve always been told that God is a God of love. 

b) Wrath = the Greek orge (Root of our word “orgy”) 

c) Not unsettled, angry, explosive rage that is out of control. 

d) Charles R. Erdman: Romans; p. 36 

It must not be associated with any ideas of human passion or frailty or revenge. It must 
not make us unmindful of the universal love of God. It is in fact the reverse side of his 
love. It is the attitude against sin which a holy God must take as he sees how sin wounds 
and tortures and destroys the creatures who are the special objects of his care. God loves 
the sinner, but he hates and punishes sin.  

e) Charles Hodge: Romans; p. 35 

The wrath of God is his punitive justice, his determination to punish sin. The passion 
which is called anger or wrath, and which is always mixed more or less with malignity in 
the human breast, is of course infinitely removed from what the word imports when used 
in reference to God.  

f) A word modern Americans are uncomfortable with, but Jesus is not reticent to use this word.  
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But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then know that its desolation has come near. 
Then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains, and let those who are inside the city depart, 
and let not those who are out in the country enter it, for these are days of vengeance, to fulfill all that 
is written. Alas for women who are pregnant and for those who are nursing infants in those days! For 
there will be great distress upon the earth and wrath against this people. (Luke 21:20-23) 

2. The wrath of God is revealed from heaven in four ways.  

a) First: On the great day of Judgment at the end of time –  

Then the kings of the earth and the great ones and the generals and the rich and the 
powerful, and everyone, slave and free, hid themselves in the caves and among the rocks 
of the mountains, calling to the mountains and rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the 
face of him who is seated on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb, for the great day 
of their wrath has come, and who can stand?” (Rev. 6:15-17) 

b) Second: In cataclysmic events we call remedial judgments that fall upon peoples; e.g., the fall 
of Jerusalem in 70 A.D.  

Alas for women who are pregnant and for those who are nursing infants in those days! 
For there will be great distress upon the earth and wrath against this people. (Luke 21:23) 

c) Third: In the consequences of sin. Used that way in Romans 1:18-32 

(1) “God gave them up to _______ (1:24, 26, 28) 

(2) e.g., AIDS is God’s wrath on sexual immorality; liver disease due to alcohol 
abuse; lung cancer due to smoking, divorce caused by spouse abuse or adultery, 
etc.  

(3) Every sin carries with it its own judgment, which is the wrath of God built into the 
moral order of the universe.  

(4) Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by God,” for God cannot 
be tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no one. But each person is tempted 
when he is lured and enticed by his own desire. Then desire when it has conceived 
gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully grown brings forth death. (James 1:13-
15) 

(5) For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus 
our Lord. (Romans 6:23) 

3. Why is the wrath of God revealed from heaven against sinners? Paul gives three reasons . . .  

a) For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of 
men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. (Romans 1:18) 

b) ungodliness (asebeia): impiousness, impiety, wickedness; the refusal to take God seriously or 
honor God’s sacred order.  

c) unrighteousness (adikia): injustice, wrongdoing, evil, sin = the sinful actions of a person who 
lacks piety. Impiety leads to unrighteousness.  

d) suppressing the truth: “who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth”  



 

RO1704 
 

8 

(1) Impiety leads to unrighteousness which caused the suppression of God’s truth. 
Examples are easy to find . . .  

(2) Abortion is not murder. A woman has both a right to control her body and the 
freedom to choose her happiness.  

(3) Homosexuality is not a sin. It is an alternative lifestyle which God gives to persons 
with other gender orientations.  

(4) Sleeping with your girlfriend is not wrong. Everyone does it except the sexually 
oppressed.  

(5) Leaving my wife and kids is not something to feel guilty about. A man has a right 
to be happy. God wants me to be happy.  

(6) Jesus is not the only savior. There are many roads to God. All religions are equally 
valid and fundamentally the same.  

e) Rather than correct our sinfulness by means of God’s truth we suppress that truth to 
justify both our impiety and unrighteousness.  

4. One problem: God won’t cooperate! He keeps revealing His truth to us!  

5. But we can’t see it clearly! Why? . . .  

II. ALL PEOPLE ARE NATURALLY IGNORANT ABOUT GOD (Romans 1:19-20) 

For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to them. For his invisible 
attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation 
of the world, in the things that have been made. So they are without excuse. (Romans 1:19-20) 

1. Paul says that God has plainly revealed Himself, His moral order and His will to mankind:  

a) For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to 
them.  (Romans 1:19) 

b) i.e., the truth men resist in v. 18 has been plainly revealed to them by God so that it is 
undeniable.  

c) namely: That God exists, and that God is good. 

2. Paul is talking here about General Revelation:  

a) Revelation given to mankind in general.  

b) received in three ways: Creation, Conscience, Culture 

(1) The Creation: The way the world has been made.  

• For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, 
have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the 
things that have been made. So they are without excuse. (Romans 1:20) 

• The heavens declare the glory of God, 
and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. 
Day to day pours out speech, 
and night to night reveals knowledge. 



 

RO1704 
 

9 

There is no speech, nor are there words, 
whose voice is not heard. 
Their voice goes out through all the earth, 
and their words to the end of the world. 
In them he has set a tent for the sun, (Ps. 19:1-4) 

• Lord, our Lord, 
how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
You have set your glory above the heavens. 
Out of the mouth of babies and infants, 
you have established strength because of your foes, 
to still the enemy and the avenger. 
When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, 
the moon and the stars, which you have set in place, 
what is man that you are mindful of him, 
and the son of man that you care for him? (Ps. 8:1-4) 

(2) The Conscience: Man’s innate knowledge of good and evil. 

• because that which is known about God is evident within them; for God 
made it evident to them. (Romans 1:19 NASB) 

• within them = in their conscience; as people made in the Image of God 

• to them = coming to them from God, and not from within their own souls 

(3) The Culture: Fallen as the world is the corporate conscience of society = the 
Culture  

• Though they know God's righteous decree that those who practice such 
things deserve to die, they not only do them but give approval to those who 
practice them. (Romans 1:32) 

• Law and order, mores, values and virtues, etc.  

• The proof? Government, Law, order.  

3. What is revealed? Three aspects of God . . .  

a) His invisible attributes (spirituality): The various aspects of the Divine Being we cannot see, 
but we know exist because they are reflected in the creation order. Like . . .  

b) His eternal power (omnipotence): the sense that same great personal, almighty Being brought 
everything into existence. Hence – all men believe in a Creator.  

c) His divine nature (deity): The essence of divinity as set against humanity. Theiotēs: the 
existence of the Godhead as the “Supreme Being,” Eternal One; Perfect Being.  

4. Please see this: Romans 1:19-20 is informing us that there is no such thing as a true atheist. All men 
know that God exists because the Creation, his own conscience, and every human culture reveal His 
existence!  

5. Creation, conscience, culture, these are the finger prints of God the Creator that all men see, and thus 
know that a good, righteous and just God does indeed exist.  
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6. John Murray: Romans: NICNT; p. 40 

a) We must not tone down the teaching of the apostle in this passage. It is a clear declaration to 
the effect that the visible creation as God’s handiwork makes manifest the invisible 
perfections of God as its Creator, that from the things which are perceptible to the senses 
cognition of these invisible perfections is derived, and that thus a clear apprehension of God’s 
perfections may be gained from his observable handiwork. This is but another way of saying 
that God has left the imprints of his glory upon his handiwork and this glory is manifest to all 
– “God manifested it unto them: (v. 19).  

b) General Revelation: The Created World 

c) Natural Law: The Human Conscience. 

d) Moral Order: The Cultures of Mankind 

7. This knowledge does not save us, but rather condemns us ... 

8. John R. W. Stott: The Message of Acts: BST; p. 74 

For what Paul says here is that through general revelation people can know God’s power, deity and 
glory (not his saving grace through Christ), and that this knowledge is enough not to save them but 
rather to condemn them, because they do not live up to it. Instead, they suppress the truth by their 
wickedness (18), so that they are without excuse (20). It is against this willful human rebellion that 
God’s wrath is revealed.  

9. Don’t miss this critical sentence: “So they are without excuse” (v. 20) We have no reason to justify the 
fact that we ignore God, commit sins, and then suppress the truth about it.  

10. God’s wrath is revealed to the world against all this simply because we are morally responsible beings 
made in God’s image. And we’re in trouble with God.  

11. Why? Because of the way men and women respond to this truth about God . . .  

III. ALL PEOPLE ARE NATUARLLY IDOLATERS        (Romans 1:21-23) 

For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in 
their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. Claiming to be wise, they became fools, and 
exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man and birds and animals and 
creeping things. (Romans 1:21-23) 

1. Paul says, in effect, “When sinful people see God’s self-revelation in the natural order rather than 
conform their lives and conduct to God’s general revelation they attempt to change God so that He is 
more compatible with sinful mankind. This is called idolatry – gods made in the image of man!  

2. Catch this: “For although they knew (about) God ... They aren’t atheists.  

3. “... They did not honor him as God ...”  reverence Him, love Him, obey Him, seek to please Him.  

4. “ ... or give thanks ...” Impiety is always fueled by ingratitude. 

a) Gratitude for creation: for being alive 

b) Gratitude for providence: for being cared for  

c) so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven. For he makes his sun rise on the evil 
and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust. (Matt. 5:45)  
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d) Robert Mounce: Romans: NAC; p. 79 

We can reasonably expect that knowing God should lead to honoring him as God and 
giving thanks. But by nature people neither give him glory for who he is nor give him 
thanks for what he has done. The proper response should be gratitude. But people choose 
to ignore God and come up with their own version of reality. By rejecting the knowledge 
of the true God, religion is born.  

5. So they create false religions with false gods: Idolatry.  

6. Thinking they are sophisticated (Greek: sophos) they create religion full of false gods that lead to sad 
things.  

a) For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they 
became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. Claiming to be wise, 
they became fools, (Rom. 1:21-22) 

b) futility in thinking – god’s who can’t love, save, help them 

c) foolish hearts – (moros) moronic ideas about God 

d) darkened souls – loving evil and hating good  

e) Now this I say and testify in the Lord, that you must no longer walk as the Gentiles do, in the 
futility of their minds. They are darkened in their understanding, alienated from the life of 
God because of the ignorance that is in them, due to their hardness of heart. They have 
become callous and have given themselves up to sensuality, greedy to practice every kind of 
impurity. (Eph. 4:17-19) 

7. Worst of all. They turn to gods who are debased and embarrassing!  

a) and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man and birds 
and animals and creeping things. (Romans 1:23) 

b) mortal man: the deification of self 

c) birds and animals: the lower order of animal creation 

d) creeping things: snakes, lizards, frogs and insects 

8. The Epitome of such Idolatry is Hinduism, in India: 33 gods and goddess, in endless “manifestation” – 
330 million gods! Everything becomes god!  

9. Why? Because sinful men want to get rid of one thing that makes them uncomfortable – the glory of God 

a) and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man and birds 
and animals and creeping things. (Romans 1:23) 

b) for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. (Romans 3:23) 

c) Douglas Moo: Romans: NICNT; p. 108 

Paul pictures the fall into idolatry as an “exchange” of the glory of God for the images of 
human beings and beasts. “Glory” signifies the splendor and majesty that belong 
intrinsically to the one true God. Given the opportunity to bask in the glory of the 
immortal God, people have rather chosen, in their folly, to worship the images of mortal 
human beings and beasts.  
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d) Has a nation changed its gods, 
even though they are no gods? 
But my people have changed their glory 
for that which does not profit. 
Be appalled, O heavens, at this; 
be shocked, be utterly desolate, 
declares the Lord, 
for my people have committed two evils: 
they have forsaken me, 
the fountain of living waters, 
and hewed out cisterns for themselves, 
broken cisterns that can hold no water. (Jeremiah 2:11-13) 

10. Therein lies the utter tragedy of idolatry –  

a) Rather than be drawn to the glory of God, to bask in it, to worship it ...  

b) We are repulsed by this glory because it highlights the foul and grotesque nature of our 
sinfulness ... 

c) So we take up gods we can manage, who are usually more decadent than we are, or who are 
so remote they are unreal ...  

d) But in the process we lose everything: Our gods cannot provide for us, control us, or save us 
from ourselves.  

11. But, then again, if you don’t think you need to be saved from your sin, yourself, or your world, then you 
really don’t need the true God!  

Conclusion: Paul’s statement in Romans 1:18-23 are offensive, but only to people who lack humility.  

1. Only people who can’t admit they’re wrong, misguided, ignorant of God, impious, unrighteous and 
untruthful. People who are sinners.  

2. Now, to admit all this in the presence of a glorious God, full of wrath for such sin and sinfulness, and too 
holy to tolerate such waywardness, is indeed frightening. Most people are afraid of this God of the Bible 
... of creation ... of mankind ... of the truth!  

3. But there is another way to relate to this true God.  

4. Earlier I mentioned that God manifested His wrath in four ways, but I only talked about three of them: 
Judgement Day, Remedial judgements, the natural consequences of sinful behavior. There is a fourth way 
God reveals His wrath.  

5. And it’s the only way where the wrath of God does not harm us:  God places His wrath on His own Son, 
Jesus Christ, so that Jesus is judged and punished – even killed – for all our sins, and we escape 
judgement!  

6. Jesus Christ solves the three root problems of sinful mankind. 

a) And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked, following the course 
of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the 
sons of disobedience— among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying 
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out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of 
mankind. But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, even 
when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have 
been saved— and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in 
Christ Jesus, so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace 
in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through faith. And 
this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may 
boast. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God 
prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. (Eph. 2:1-10) 

b) We are naturally unrighteous. But God will take the righteousness of Christ and impute it to 
us, while He credits our sins to Christ –  

(1) Christ pays for our sins 

(2) Christ gives us His righteousness 

(3) and we are no longer impious, unrighteous, dishonest. 

(4) and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the 
law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that 
depends on faith— (Philippians 3:9) 

c) We are naturally ignorant about God. But God sent his own divine Son into a Jewish man, 
Jesus of Nazareth, so that we might know God and understand Him – on human terms.  

(1) In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, 
glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. No one has ever 
seen God; the only God, who is at the Father's side, he has made him known. 
(John 1:1, 14, 18) 

(2) And this is eternal life, that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ 
whom you have sent. (John 17:3) 

d) We are all naturally idolaters because we are afraid of the glory of God. So, God send His 
glory into a man named Jesus whom we could embrace without fear.  

(1) And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory 
as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. (John 1:14) 

(2) full of grace and truth 

(3) “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. In my 
Father's house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to 
prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again 
and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also. And you know the 
way to where I am going.” Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you 
are going. How can we know the way?” Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the 
truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. If you had 
known me, you would have known my Father also. From now on you do know him 
and have seen him.” (John 14:1-7) 
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7. It truly amazes us that the friend of Sinners, Jesus, has as His Father, the God whose “wrath is revealed 
against all ungodliness and unrighteousness in men.” But not if we stop and think –  

a) “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should 
not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. Whoever believes in him is not 
condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed 
in the name of the only Son of God. And this is the judgment: the light has come into the 
world, and people loved the darkness rather than the light because their works were evil. For 
everyone who does wicked things hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his works 
should be exposed. But whoever does what is true comes to the light, so that it may be clearly 
seen that his works have been carried out in God.” (John 3:16-21) 

Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son shall not see life, 
but the wrath of God remains on him. (John 3:36) 

b) Only if we turn away from The Light of Jesus do we perish under God’s wrath. 

c) Those who are humble enough to embrace Jesus Christ, trust Him to save us from our sins, 
and surrender our lives to His righteous plan ... 

d) They are forgiven and escape the wrath of God.  

(1) But he gives more grace. Therefore it says, “God opposes the proud but gives 
grace to the humble.” Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he 
will flee from you. Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your 
hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. Be wretched and 
mourn and weep. Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to 
gloom. Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you. (James 4:6-10) 

(2) Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper 
time he may exalt you, casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you. 
(1 Peter 5:6-7) 

8. This humble response to God and Jesus have two theological names  

a) Repentance: turning away from our sins in truth, 

b) Faith: turning to Christ in trust 

c) testifying both to Jews and to Greeks of repentance toward God and of faith in our Lord Jesus 
Christ. (Acts 20:21) 

d) Therefore let us leave the elementary doctrine of Christ and go on to maturity, not laying 
again a foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God, (Hebrews 6:1)  

9. Repentance and Faith are not one-time actions. They are the left and right stride of a person walking 
through this world with Jesus Christ ...  

a) daily repentance from those things that keep us from God 

b) ongoing faith in the God revealed perfectly in Jesus Christ 

c) And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, 
righteousness and sanctification and redemption, (1 Cor. 1:30) 
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d) For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God. (2 Cor. 5:21) 

10. Only the humble will embrace that faith – that God has made it possible for a person to actually become 
“the righteousness of God in Jesus Christ” 

11. And that is the other side of the Bad News ... the Good News!  

For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. For one will scarcely die 
for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die— but God 
shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Since, therefore, we have 
now been justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. (Romans 
5:6-9) 

 


