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HG1702           The Restoration                
   

A Greater Glory 

INTRODUCTION: One of the hallmarks of any godless age is the loss of a sense of God’s glory. 

1. We saw this very truth in our text this morning: Romans 1:18-23 

a) For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of 
men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. For what can be known about God is 
plain to them, because God has shown it to them. For his invisible attributes, namely, his 
eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the 
world, in the things that have been made. So they are without excuse. For although they knew 
God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their 
thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. Claiming to be wise, they became fools, and 
exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man and birds and 
animals and creeping things. (Romans 1:18-23) 

b) note particularly verse 23 ...  

c) and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man and birds 
and animals and creeping things. (Romans 1:23) 

d) Key: “... and they exchanged the glory of the immortal God for the images resembling mortal 
man ...” 

e) Douglas Moo: Romans: NICNT; p. 108 

This verse graphically portrays the folly of idolatry that lies at the heart of all religions 
that are not based on a reverent response to the revelation of the one true God. Paul 
pictures the fall into idolatry as an “exchange” of the glory of God for the images of 
human beings and beasts. “Glory” signifies the splendor and majesty that belong 
intrinsically to the one true God. Given the opportunity to bask in the glory of the 
immortal God, people have rather chosen, in their folly, to worship the images of mortal 
human beings and beasts.  

f) Leon Morris: Romans; pp. 86-87 

Paul sees it as stupid to make a god of one’s own. It is to exchange something of real 
worth (the glory of God) for something of no value (an image). “The glory of the 
incorruptible God” is a striking expression, bringing out something both of the greatness 
and majesty of God. When people could and should have worshipped a God not subject to 
decay of any sort, they chose to worship not even man, but the image of man who wastes 
away.  

g) Colin G. Kruse: Romans: Pillar NTC; p. 97 

More ridiculous than exchanging ‘the glory of the immortal God for images made to look 
like a mortal human being’ is to exchange his glory for the images of ‘birds and animals 
and reptiles.’ Human beings do reflect the glory of God being created in his image, even 
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though that image is tarnished by sin, but the same cannot be said for birds, animals and 
reptiles.  

2. Modern Americans find it difficult, if not impossible, to place themselves in this verse. “We are not 
idolaters. We don’t bow down to statues, worship people or believe in fetishes!” Oh, really?  

a) I suggest to you that we do bow down to images. Not just in Greek Orthodox or Roman 
Catholic Churches, but even more so to “image” in general. Americans are obsessed with 
being “cool,” looking good, dressing for success or fashion, and presenting an image of 
ourselves that is not true. Images are very important to us – just walk through the Mall to 
verify this. Those mannequins are images we love!  

b) We do worship human beings: Athletes, Rock Stars, Movie Icons, Politicians, and even 
Internet celebrities –  

(1) Look how we refer to them: American Idol, Hollywood Icon, A Sexy Goddess, etc.  

(2) “I love _______; He’s a god!”  

(3) They can do no wrong; they shape our lives; we hang on every word and follow 
every detail of their lives. 

(4) We “worship the ground they walk on,” we openly admit.  

c) We do give our souls to “things”: We line up 24 hours in advance, to be one of the first to 
purchase the iPhone 8 (2017). And we build our lives around technology.  

d) Finally: Everyone now wants to be famous, because fame is the cheapened form of glory. 

3. Only God is glorious. Lots of people are famous. There’s a big difference.  

a) In 1975, Rock Singer David Bowie released the hit song “Fame”  

Fame makes a man take things over 
Fame lets him loose, hard to swallow 
Fame puts you there where things are hollow  
Fame, it's not your brain, it's just the flame 
That burns your change to keep you insane  
Fame, what you like is in the limo 
Fame, what you get is no tomorrow 
Fame, what you need you have to borrow 
Fame, it's mine, it's mine, it's just his line 
To bind your time, it drives you to crime  
Is it any wonder I reject you first? 
Fame, fame, fame, fame 

b) Compare this to the Glory of God!  

After this I looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven! And the first voice, which 
I had heard speaking to me like a trumpet, said, “Come up here, and I will show you what 
must take place after this.” At once I was in the Spirit, and behold, a throne stood in 
heaven, with one seated on the throne. And he who sat there had the appearance of jasper 
and carnelian, and around the throne was a rainbow that had the appearance of an 
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emerald. Around the throne were twenty-four thrones, and seated on the thrones were 
twenty-four elders, clothed in white garments, with golden crowns on their heads. From 
the throne came flashes of lightning, and rumblings and peals of thunder, and before the 
throne were burning seven torches of fire, which are the seven spirits of God, and before 
the throne there was as it were a sea of glass, like crystal. And around the throne, on each 
side of the throne, are four living creatures, full of eyes in front and behind: the first living 
creature like a lion, the second living creature like an ox, the third living creature with the 
face of a man, and the fourth living creature like an eagle in flight. And the four living 
creatures, each of them with six wings, are full of eyes all around and within, and day and 
night they never cease to say, 
“Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty, 
who was and is and is to come!” 
And whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to him who is seated 
on the throne, who lives forever and ever, the twenty-four elders fall down before him who 
is seated on the throne and worship him who lives forever and ever. They cast their 
crowns before the throne, saying, 
“Worthy are you, our Lord and God, 
to receive glory and honor and power, 
for you created all things, 
and by your will they existed and were created.” (Rev. 4:1-11) 

c) Glory: The Beauty, the majesty, the might, the holiness, the Perfection, the Honor, the 
Immensity, Infinitely, Immortality, and Incomparable splendor of God!  

d) “Who is like you, O Lord, among the gods? 
Who is like you, majestic in holiness, 
awesome in glorious deeds, doing wonders? (Ex. 15:11) 

e) This is the Song of the Angels: “Glory to God in the highest!”  

4. One of the sad by-products of a man-centered, idol-filled and godless society is the loss of any sense of 
future glory for mankind.  

a) God is both glorious and eternal 

b) “... the glory of the immortal God ...”  

c) Men are made in God’s Image, and thus possess a derived glory of their own 

(1) Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them 
have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over 
the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on 
the earth.” 

So God created man in his own image, 
in the image of God he created him; 
male and female he created them. (Gen. 1:26-27) 

(2) When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, 
the moon and the stars, which you have set in place, 
what is man that you are mindful of him, 
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and the son of man that you care for him? 
Yet you have made him a little lower than the heavenly beings 
and crowned him with glory and honor. (Ps. 8:3-5) 

d) Man is also immortal: He is created yet he will live forever.  

5. And so there remains for mankind a great glory in the future, a glory that will be eternal. But only those 
who see the Glory of God can see the glory of man yet to come.  

6. Ask yourself: How many times have you heard a sermon, let alone a sermon series, on heaven and the 
glory of the world yet to come? Very seldom. Most preaching focuses on the temporal interests of people, 
their self-image, and their comfort (encouragement) in this life.  

7. America’s pastors are no different than American people: “like people, like priest” 

My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge; 
because you have rejected knowledge, 
I reject you from being a priest to me. 
And since you have forgotten the law of your God, 
I also will forget your children. 
The more they increased, 
the more they sinned against me; 
I will change their glory into shame. 
They feed on the sin of my people; 
they are greedy for their iniquity. 
And it shall be like people, like priest; 
I will punish them for their ways 
and repay them for their deeds. 
They shall eat, but not be satisfied; 
they shall play the whore, but not multiply, 
because they have forsaken the Lord 
to cherish whoredom, wine, and new wine, 
which take away the understanding. 
My people inquire of a piece of wood, 
and their walking staff gives them oracles. 
For a spirit of whoredom has led them astray, 
and they have left their God to play the whore. (Hosea 4:6-12) 

8. Now ... this is not a new thing. The people of the OT struggled with the same challenges – to maintain a 
vision of ta greater glory in the midst of life’s wear and tear on their souls. 

9. So God raised up Haggai and Zechariah to place before them a Vision of the Glorious God and their 
own future glory in Him.  

a) Haggai preached his four sermons between August 29 and December 18, 520 B.C. (111 days)  

(1) Haggai 1:1-15 (August 29) 

(2) Haggai 2:1-9 (October 17)  

(3) Haggai 2:10-19 (December 18) 
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(4) Haggai 2:20-23 (December 18) 

b) Zechariah joins Haggai in prophesying to Israel in the fall of 520 B.C. His messages are 
spread over several years. 

(1) Zechariah 1:1-6 (November 520) 

(2) Zechariah 1:7-6:5 (February 15, 519) 

(3) Zechariah 7:1-8:23 (December 7, 518) 

(4) Zechariah’s visions of Ch. 9-14 (???) 

c) Zechariah prophesied for perhaps as long as 50 years, beginning his ministry as a young man.  

d) Michael P. V. Barrett: The Next to Last Word; pp. 109-110 

Zechariah had a lengthy ministry spanning approximately fifty years. He dates his first 
series of messages (chapters 1-6) to the second year of Darius, which corresponds to 
Ezra’s historical record of when both Haggai and Zechariah prophesied. This calculates 
to 520 BC. Zechariah then dates a second series (chapters 7-8) two years later in the 
fourth year of Darius (518 BC). However, the tone and focus of the message seem to shift 
in chapters 9-14. Zechariah does not date these messages like he did at the beginning, but 
reading between the lines and sometimes reading the line directly suggest a later date. 
Most conservatives date this portion of the prophecy between 480-470 BC. By this time the 
temple would have been completed for approximately forty years, and the people were on 
their way to the spiritual deadness that Malachi was going to confront in a few more 
years.  

10. In the Fall of 520 B.C. Haggai and Zechariah preached side by side; Haggai in October and Zechariah in 
November 

a) Haggai 2:1-9 – A Greater Glory 

b) Zechariah 1:1-6 – A Greater Covenant 

I. THE GREATER GLORY FOR THE PEOPLE OF GOD   (Haggai 2:1-9) 

In the seventh month, on the twenty-first day of the month, the word of the Lord came by the hand of Haggai 
the prophet: “Speak now to Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son of 
Jehozadak, the high priest, and to all the remnant of the people, and say, ‘Who is left among you who saw 
this house in its former glory? How do you see it now? Is it not as nothing in your eyes? Yet now be strong, 
O Zerubbabel, declares the Lord. Be strong, O Joshua, son of Jehozadak, the high priest. Be strong, all you 
people of the land, declares the Lord. Work, for I am with you, declares the Lord of hosts, according to the 
covenant that I made with you when you came out of Egypt. My Spirit remains in your midst. Fear not. For 
thus says the Lord of hosts: Yet once more, in a little while, I will shake the heavens and the earth and the 
sea and the dry land. And I will shake all nations, so that the treasures of all nations shall come in, and I will 
fill this house with glory, says the Lord of hosts. The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, declares the Lord of 
hosts. The latter glory of this house shall be greater than the former, says the Lord of hosts. And in this place 
I will give peace, declares the Lord of hosts.’” (Haggai 2:1-9) 

1. “In the seventh month, on the twenty-first day of the month ...”  

a) i.e., the 7th month, 21st day of the second year of Darius the King 



 

HG1702 
 

6 

b) Hence: October 17, 520 B.C.  

2. God tells Haggai to ask the Remnant a question:  

a) Speak now to Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son of 
Jehozadak, the high priest, and to all the remnant of the people, and say, ‘Who is left among 
you who saw this house in its former glory? How do you see it now? Is it not as nothing in 
your eyes? (Haggai 2:2-3) 

b) Remember what had happened 17 years earlier –  

And when the builders laid the foundation of the temple of the Lord, the priests in their 
vestments came forward with trumpets, and the Levites, the sons of Asaph, with cymbals, 
to praise the Lord, according to the directions of David king of Israel. And they sang 
responsively, praising and giving thanks to the Lord, 
“For he is good, 
for his steadfast love endures forever toward Israel.” 
And all the people shouted with a great shout when they praised the Lord, because the 
foundation of the house of the Lord was laid. But many of the priests and Levites and 
heads of fathers' houses, old men who had seen the first house, wept with a loud voice 
when they saw the foundation of this house being laid, though many shouted aloud for 
joy, so that the people could not distinguish the sound of the joyful shout from the sound of 
the people's weeping, for the people shouted with a great shout, and the sound was heard 
far away. (Ezra 3:10-13) 

c) Would there be people who remembered Solomon’s Temple, who actually saw it?  

d) Yes. The Temple was destroyed in 586 BC when the 3rd and last wave of exiles were taken to 
Babylon.  

e) The Lord, the God of their fathers, sent persistently to them by his messengers, because he 
had compassion on his people and on his dwelling place. But they kept mocking the 
messengers of God, despising his words and scoffing at his prophets, until the wrath of the 
Lord rose against his people, until there was no remedy. Therefore he brought up against 
them the king of the Chaldeans, who killed their young men with the sword in the house of 
their sanctuary and had no compassion on young man or virgin, old man or aged. He gave 
them all into his hand. And all the vessels of the house of God, great and small, and the 
treasures of the house of the Lord, and the treasures of the king and of his princes, all these he 
brought to Babylon. And they burned the house of God and broke down the wall of Jerusalem 
and burned all its palaces with fire and destroyed all its precious vessels. He took into exile in 
Babylon those who had escaped from the sword, and they became servants to him and to his 
sons until the establishment of the kingdom of Persia, (2 Chron. 36:15-20) 

f) In Haggai’s time that Temple was destroyed 66 years earlier. So children in 586 BC, taken 
into exile, and now returned to Jerusalem as “old” men and women, would have remembered.  

g) Perhaps even Zechariah’s father: Iddo.  

3. Solomon’s Temple had been magnificent. But by the time it was sacked and burned in 586 B.C. it had 
greatly diminished.  

a) Rehoboan saw Shishak, the Pharaoh of Egypt, carry off the treasure of the Temple in 917 B.C.  
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b) Then Joash took the sacred objects of the Temple made of gold and silver and sent them to 
Hazael, King of Aram, as a ransom. 

c) King Ahaz later took the riches of the Temple and sent them to King of Assyria as a forced 
tax.  

d) Hezekiah took all the silver in the Temple and the gold doors and doorpost and sent them to 
the Sennacheri of Assyria as tribute.  

e) Finally, in 597 B.C. King Nebuchadnezzar removed all the temple treasures and the gold 
articles Solomon had made.  

f) And yet ... that diminished temple was still better than the Second Temple.  

4. Why? For Three reasons ...  

a) First: The Ark of the Covenant was in that Temple. The sacred “mercy seat” Moses build and 
passed on to Israel.  

b) Second: The Shekinah Glory (Presence) of God had been in that Temple up to the Babylonian 
exile.  

c) Third: The sheer size and complete complex of the Temple precincts was impressive.  

5. Cyrus’ decree called for a temple 90 feet, by 90 feet, by 90 feet – larger than Solomon’s Temple. But, in 
520 B.C., when Haggai asked this question, only two things had been completed – an altar and the 
foundation (slab)  

6. To see what they’d once had, what they now possessed, and what they could look forward to building 
was discouraging.  

7.  Pieter A. Verhoef: Zechariah: NICOT; p. 96 

The new temple, they realized, would never be like the old. They had no resources to pay skilled 
craftsmen from abroad, as Solomon had done, and they could not begin to think of covering the 
interior with gold. In spite of the work already done, there was nothing to show for it. The new 
temple, even in terms of the proposed reconstruction, did not comply with the promises of the earlier 
prophets for the grand renovation in the messianic age. The problem is that the unfavorable 
comparison between the present and the past undermined all incentive to persevere. Thus the people 
needed to be encouraged again.  

8. This is exactly what Haggai does. He offers them three future realities which do encourage them.  

a) First: The ark of the covenant is no longer with them but the God of the Covenant is!  

(1) Yet now be strong, O Zerubbabel, declares the LORD. Be strong, O Joshua, son of 
Jehozadak, the high priest. Be strong, all you people of the land, declares the 
LORD. Work, for I am with you, declares the LORD of hosts,  according to the 
covenant that I made with you when you came out of Egypt. My Spirit remains in 
your midst. Fear not. (Haggai 2:4-5) 

(2) Be strong ... Be strong ... Be strong ... Work!  

(3) Language similar to what God told Joshua: 
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No man shall be able to stand before you all the days of your life. Just as I was 
with Moses, so I will be with you. I will not leave you or forsake you. Be strong 
and courageous, for you shall cause this people to inherit the land that I swore 
to their fathers to give them. Only be strong and very courageous, being 
careful to do according to all the law that Moses my servant commanded you. 
Do not turn from it to the right hand or to the left, that you may have good 
success wherever you go. This Book of the Law shall not depart from your 
mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to 
do according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way 
prosperous, and then you will have good success. Have I not commanded you? 
Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed, for 
the Lord your God is with you wherever you go. (Joshua 1:5-9) 

(4) And the promise to Joshua is repeated here: “Work, for I am with you ... according 
to the covenant I made when you came out of Egypt ...”  

(5) The Deuteronomic Covenant: God with them in the Promised Land.  

b) Second: Shekinah Glory (Presence) would no longer be with them but God’s Spirit would!  

(1) “my Spirit remains in your midst. Fear not!” (v. 5) 

(2) literally: “the word which I have cut with you and my Spirit remains with you.”  

(3) A reaffirmation of God’s Promises to Moses: Presence and Covenant. 

Moses said to the Lord, “See, you say to me, ‘Bring up this people,’ but you 
have not let me know whom you will send with me. Yet you have said, ‘I know 
you by name, and you have also found favor in my sight.’ Now therefore, if I 
have found favor in your sight, please show me now your ways, that I may 
know you in order to find favor in your sight. Consider too that this nation is 
your people.” And he said, “My presence will go with you, and I will give you 
rest.” And he said to him, “If your presence will not go with me, do not bring 
us up from here. For how shall it be known that I have found favor in your 
sight, I and your people? Is it not in your going with us, so that we are distinct, 
I and your people, from every other people on the face of the earth?” And the 
Lord said to Moses, “This very thing that you have spoken I will do, for you 
have found favor in my sight, and I know you by name.” (Ex. 33:12-17) 

c) Third: The glory of Solomon’s temple had been lost forever, but greater glory was yet to 
come! 

(1) For thus says the Lord of hosts: Yet once more, in a little while, I will shake the 
heavens and the earth and the sea and the dry land. And I will shake all nations, so 
that the treasures of all nations shall come in, and I will fill this house with glory, 
says the Lord of hosts. The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, declares the Lord 
of hosts. The latter glory of this house shall be greater than the former, says the 
Lord of hosts. And in this place I will give peace, declares the Lord of hosts.’” 
(Haggai 2:6-9) 

(2) Don’t miss that: a greater glory yet to come!  
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The latter glory of this house shall be greater than the former, says the Lord of 
hosts. And in this place I will give peace, declares the Lord of hosts.’” (Haggai 
2:9) 

(3) Silver, gold, glorious riches were yet to fill a temple grander than Solomon’s!  

(4) When? To start with, in the Temple of Herod, which was larger, richer and more 
glorious then Solomon’s temple.  

(5) Haggai’s prophecy comports with others in the Scripture –  

• For thus says the Lord of hosts: Yet once more, in a little while, I will shake 
the heavens and the earth and the sea and the dry land. And I will shake all 
nations, so that the treasures of all nations shall come in, and I will fill this 
house with glory, says the Lord of hosts. The silver is mine, and the gold is 
mine, declares the Lord of hosts. (Haggai 2:6-8) 

• Arise, shine, for your light has come, 
and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 
For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, 
and thick darkness the peoples; 
but the Lord will arise upon you, 
and his glory will be seen upon you. 
And nations shall come to your light, 
and kings to the brightness of your rising. 
Lift up your eyes all around, and see; 
they all gather together, they come to you; 
your sons shall come from afar, 
and your daughters shall be carried on the hip. 
Then you shall see and be radiant; 
your heart shall thrill and exult, 
because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you, 
the wealth of the nations shall come to you. (Isa. 60:1-5) 

• They shall build up the ancient ruins; 
they shall raise up the former devastations; 
they shall repair the ruined cities, 
the devastations of many generations. 
Strangers shall stand and tend your flocks; 
foreigners shall be your plowmen and vinedressers; 
but you shall be called the priests of the Lord; 
they shall speak of you as the ministers of our God; 
you shall eat the wealth of the nations, 
and in their glory you shall boast. (Isa. 61:4-6) 

• “For I know their works and their thoughts, and the time is coming to 
gather all nations and tongues. And they shall come and shall see my 
glory, And they shall bring all your brothers from all the nations as an 
offering to the Lord, on horses and in chariots and in litters and on mules 
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and on dromedaries, to my holy mountain Jerusalem, says the Lord, just as 
the Israelites bring their grain offering in a clean vessel to the house of the 
Lord. And some of them also I will take for priests and for Levites, says the 
Lord. (Isa. 66:18, 20-21) 

• Even Judah will fight at Jerusalem. And the wealth of all the surrounding 
nations shall be collected, gold, silver, and garments in great abundance. 
(Zech. 14:14) 

9. This prophecy had, as most prophecies do, a three-fold fulfillment.  

a) Historical: The rebuilding of the Second Temple in the Days of Ezra, Nehemiah, Haggai and 
Zechariah.  

b) Christological: Herod’s Temple and the glory of Jesus Christ would bring to that Third 
Temple.  

c) Eschatological: The Temple is heaven in the Book of Revelation.  

10. Michael P. V. Barrett: The Next-To-The-Last Word, p. 72 

An old adage counsels not to judge a book by its cover. The same applies to temples: don’t judge a 
temple by its foundation. Things are not always what they appear to be; appearance and reality are 
not always the same. The response to Haggai’s first sermon was positive and prompt. Within the 
month, work on the temple recommenced; the people had regained their vision. however, before 
another month passed, the people needed a reassuring word about the temple. The rebuke of the first 
sermon transitioned to encouragement in the second. Three thoughts sum up Haggai’s reassuring 
and heartening word: the problem, the pledge, and the prospect.  

11. Haggai is encouraging the OT saints (and the NT believers) to look past three immediate circumstances 
and see them in the light of God’s covenant promises, the Spirit’s presence and the Lord’s grace.  

a) The Problem: What we do seems so small and insignificant compared to others. This is a 
foolish thing to do because we live in different times, under different circumstances, in 
different phase of the Sprit’s wok in this world.  

(1) Not that we dare to classify or compare ourselves with some of those who are 
commending themselves. But when they measure themselves by one another and 
compare themselves with one another, they are without understanding. But we will 
not boast beyond limits, but will boast only with regard to the area of influence 
God assigned to us, to reach even to you. (1 Cor. 10:12-13) 

(2) Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of 
service, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same 
God who empowers them all in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the 
Spirit for the common good. All these are empowered by one and the same Spirit, 
who apportions to each one individually as he wills. (1 Cor. 4-7, 11) 

(3) Michael P. V. Barrett, p. 74 

We look at how the Reformers changed the course of history or at what the 
revival preachers of this or that great awakening accomplish, and then we 
wonder why our labors comparatively seem to accomplish nothing, or at least 
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so little. Many Christians even look down the pew and convince themselves 
that in comparison to others they are so deficient in spiritual gifts that there is 
nothing they can do of any worth in serving the Lord. This reflects a serious 
misunderstanding about the nature of serving the Lord.  

b) The Pledge: God gave the OT saints (and us) a promise of the Presence of His Holy Spirit: “I 
am with you (4) ... My Spirit remains in your midst (5)” God has given His Spirit to us too!  

(1) “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and 
he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, even the Spirit of truth, 
whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You 
know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you. “I will not leave you as 
orphans; I will come to you. (John 14:15-18) 

(2) But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will 
be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the 
earth. (Acts 1:8) 

(3) If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised 
Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his 
Spirit who dwells in you. (Romans 8:11) 

(4) Michael P. V. Barrett, p. 77 

God is still with His people. Being conscious of Gods presence affects both 
attitude and behavior. On the basis of God’s pledged presence, the Lord issues 
three separate commands to mark His expectations for people: be strong, 
work, do not fear.  

c) The Prospect: God said He was about to do an earth shaking thing – never seen before!  

(1) For thus says the Lord of hosts: Yet once more, in a little while, I will shake the 
heavens and the earth and the sea and the dry land. And I will shake all nations, so 
that the treasures of all nations shall come in, and I will fill this house with glory, 
says the Lord of hosts. (Haggai 2:6-7) 

(2) So that “The latter glory of their house shall be greater then the former.” (v. 9) 

(3) Hebrews 12:25-28 interprets what Haggai meant (NT interprets OT) –  

See that you do not refuse him who is speaking. For if they did not escape when 
they refused him who warned them on earth, much less will we escape if we 
reject him who warns from heaven. At that time his voice shook the earth, but 
now he has promised, “Yet once more I will shake not only the earth but also 
the heavens.” This phrase, “Yet once more,” indicates the removal of things 
that are shaken—that is, things that have been made—in order that the things 
that cannot be shaken may remain. Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a 
kingdom that cannot be shaken, and thus let us offer to God acceptable 
worship, with reverence and awe, (Heb. 12:25-28) 

(4) The shaking of the nations comes from Jesus Christ bringing the Kingdom of 
God to this world.  
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(5) A glory greater than Solomon’s Temple and Kingdom because “the nations” are 
entering the Kingdom of God!  

(6) Michael P. V. Barrett; p. 83  

The reality is that we are blessed right now with all spiritual blessings in the 
heavenly places in Christ Jesus (Eph. 1:3). It may not seem like that when we 
look around, but the reality is that we are now, in a sense, in heaven in union 
with Christ. That is profound, and the experience and enjoyment of it ought to 
be our desire. since the word “desire” includes the sense of treasure, it means 
that Christ should be our prized possession. If He is our treasure, our heart 
will be with Him.  

12. Things are not always what they seem. In God’s covenant promises and the messianic work of Christ, 
things actually always better than we think! It’s all a matter of our perspective.  

for we walk by faith, not sight. (2 Cor. 5:7) 

13. And we are called in Christ’s Kingdom and God’s work by a GREATER COVENANT 

14. This is Zechariah’s first message ...  

II. THE GREATER COVENANT FOR THE PEOPLE OF GOD (Zechariah 1:1-6)  

In the eighth month, in the second year of Darius, the word of the Lord came to the prophet Zechariah, 
the son of Berechiah, son of Iddo, saying, “The Lord was very angry with your fathers. Therefore say to 
them, Thus declares the Lord of hosts: Return to me, says the Lord of hosts, and I will return to you, says 
the Lord of hosts. Do not be like your fathers, to whom the former prophets cried out, ‘Thus says the Lord 
of hosts, Return from your evil ways and from your evil deeds.’ But they did not hear or pay attention to 
me, declares the Lord. Your fathers, where are they? And the prophets, do they live forever? But my 
words and my statutes, which I commanded my servants the prophets, did they not overtake your fathers? 
So they repented and said, ‘As the Lord of hosts purposed to deal with us for our ways and deeds, so has 
he dealt with us.’” (Zechariah 1:1-6) 

1. Zechariah was a young man, born into the Levite Tribe into the family of a Priest.  

a) In the eighth month, in the second year of Darius, the word of the Lord came to the prophet 
Zechariah, the son of Berechiah, son of Iddo, saying, (Zech. 1:1)(November, 520BC) 

b) Berechiah: Zechariah’s father, whom we know nothing about. 

c) Iddo: Zechariah’s grandfather who was one of the 23 Levites and Priests who returned with 
Zerubbabel in the first wave of expatriates (538 BC)  

d) Nehemiah mentions Iddo:  

These are the priests and the Levites who came up with Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, 
and Jeshua: Seraiah, Jeremiah, Ezra, Amariah, Malluch, Hattush, Shecaniah, Rehum, 
Meremoth, Iddo, Ginnethoi, Abijah, (Nehemiah 12:1-4) 

e) Scholars believe that Zechariah was quite a young man – perhaps even a teenager, when he 
began to preach.  

f) He was a contemporary of Haggai, according to Ezra:  
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Now the prophets, Haggai and Zechariah the son of Iddo, prophesied to the Jews who 
were in Judah and Jerusalem, in the name of the God of Israel who was over them. Then 
Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel and Jeshua the son of Jozadak arose and began to rebuild 
the house of God that is in Jerusalem, and the prophets of God were with them, supporting 
them. (Ezra 5:1-2) 

2. We don’t know anything about Zechariah’s life prior to his preaching, but we do know how he died. 
Jesus told us:  

a) “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you build the tombs of the prophets and 
decorate the monuments of the righteous, saying, ‘If we had lived in the days of our fathers, 
we would not have taken part with them in shedding the blood of the prophets.’Thus you 
witness against yourselves that you are sons of those who murdered the prophets. Fill up, 
then, the measure of your fathers. You serpents, you brood of vipers, how are you to escape 
being sentenced to hell? Therefore I send you prophets and wise men and scribes, some of 
whom you will kill and crucify, and some you will flog in your synagogues and persecute from 
town to town, so that on you may come all the righteous blood shed on earth, from the blood 
of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah the son of Barachiah, whom you murdered 
between the sanctuary and the altar. (Matt. 23:29-35) 

b) Michael P. V. Barrett: The Next-to-the-Last Word; p. 109 

In His lamentation over Jerusalem “that killest the prophets,” Jesus referred to all the 
blood that was shed “from the blood of righteous Abel unto the blood of Zacharias son of 
Barachias, whom ye slew between the temple and the altar” (Matt. 23:35-37). By 
mentioning Abel, the first martyr, and Zechariah, the last of the martyred prophets, Jesus 
uses a literary device called merismus to include all those in between as well. Referring to 
polar expressions is a way of expressing totality. Jesus makes reference to an event not 
recorded in the Old Testament but apparently known to those to whom He was preaching. 
Interestingly, the manner and place of the prophet’s death parallels that of another 
Zechariah, the son of Jehoiada the priest, who was martyred in the temple court during 
the administration of Joash (2 Chron. 24:20-21). In fact, had Jesus not specified that 
Barachias was the father of the martyred Zechariah, we would assume He had in mind the 
instance recorded in 2 Chronicles. Ironically, Zechariah was killed at the very temple that 
he was instrumental in rebuilding. What caused the people to turn on him we do not know, 
but that they did is indisputable. Jesus said so, and that settles it.  

c) Young Zechariah would die a martyr’s death!  

3. His first message came in November of 520: “... in the eighth month, in the second year of Darius, the 
word of the Lord came to the prophet Zechariah ...” (v. 1)  

4. The message was about God’s faithfulness to His Word and His Covenant:  

“The Lord was very angry with your fathers. Therefore say to them, Thus declares the Lord of hosts: 
Return to me, says the Lord of hosts, and I will return to you, says the Lord of hosts. Do not be like 
your fathers, to whom the former prophets cried out, ‘Thus says the Lord of hosts, Return from your 
evil ways and from your evil deeds.’ But they did not hear or pay attention to me, declares the 
Lord. Your fathers, where are they? And the prophets, do they live forever? But my words and my 
statutes, which I commanded my servants the prophets, did they not overtake your fathers? So they 
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repented and said, ‘As the Lord of hosts purposed to deal with us for our ways and deeds, so has he 
dealt with us.’” (Zechariah 1:2-6) 

5. Young Zechariah’s first message builds upon that of another young man called to prophesy, prior to the 
Babylonian exile: Jeremiah. 

a) Jeremiah warned the people of how dangerous it was to reject the Word of the Lord and His 
Prophets –  

(1) From the day that your fathers came out of the land of Egypt to this day, I have 
persistently sent all my servants the prophets to them, day after day. Yet they did 
not listen to me or incline their ear, but stiffened their neck. They did worse than 
their fathers. “So you shall speak all these words to them, but they will not listen to 
you. You shall call to them, but they will not answer you. And you shall say to 
them, ‘This is the nation that did not obey the voice of the Lord their God, and did 
not accept discipline; truth has perished; it is cut off from their lips. 
 “‘Cut off your hair and cast it away; 
raise a lamentation on the bare heights, 
for the Lord has rejected and forsaken 
the generation of his wrath.’ (Jer. 7:25-29) 

(2) Now, therefore, say to the men of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem: ‘Thus 
says the Lord, Behold, I am shaping disaster against you and devising a plan 
against you. Return, every one from his evil way, and amend your ways and your 
deeds.’ (Jer. 18:11) 

(3) Set up road markers for yourself; 
make yourself guideposts; 
consider well the highway, 
the road by which you went. 
Return, O virgin Israel, 
return to these your cities. (Jer. 31:21) 

b) Repent ... Return ... Be Restored 

c) “Do not follow in the footsteps of our fathers! Listen to the Prophets! Heed the Word of the 
Lord! Return to God and He will restore us!”  

d) Therefore say to them, Thus declares the Lord of hosts: Return to me, says the Lord of hosts, 
and I will return to you, says the Lord of hosts. (Zechariah 1:3) 

e) Again, Zechariah is drawing on Jeremiah’s words ...  

(1) “If a man divorces his wife 
and she goes from him 
and becomes another man's wife, 
will he return to her? 
Would not that land be greatly polluted? 
You have played the whore with many lovers; 
and would you return to me? 
declares the Lord. (Jer. 3:1) 
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(2) Thus says the Lord concerning all my evil neighbors who touch the heritage that I 
have given my people Israel to inherit: “Behold, I will pluck them up from their 
land, and I will pluck up the house of Judah from among them. And after I have 
plucked them up, I will again have compassion on them, and I will bring them 
again each to his heritage and each to his land. (Jer. 12:14-15) 

6. Zechariah’s first sermon is very, very Basic – like the sermons of most young preachers. But though it is 
basic it is also absolutes essential:  

a) a standard 3-point sermon 

b) Point 1: God was angry with Israel’s covenant-breaking and idolatry. So he sent them 
prophets to call them to return to God.  

“The Lord was very angry with your fathers. Therefore say to them, Thus declares the 
Lord of hosts: Return to me, says the Lord of hosts, and I will return to you, says the Lord 
of hosts. (Zech. 1:2-3) 

c) Point 2: Our Fathers ignored the Prophets and did not pay attention to God’s Word. 

Do not be like your fathers, to whom the former prophets cried out, ‘Thus says the Lord of 
hosts, Return from your evil ways and from your evil deeds.’ But they did not hear or pay 
attention to me, declares the Lord. (Zech. 1:4) 

d) Point 3:  Our Fathers paid the price of exile because God’s word always comes to pass.  

(1) Your fathers, where are they? And the prophets, do they live forever? But my 
words and my statutes, which I commanded my servants the prophets, did they not 
overtake your fathers? So they repented and said, ‘As the Lord of hosts purposed 
to deal with us for our ways and deeds, so has he dealt with us.’” (Zechariah 1:5-
6) 

(2) “Your Fathers, where are they?” Dead in exile. 

(3) “And the Prophets, do they live forever?” No. So we must obey them while they 
are with us preaching the Word of the Lord.  

(4) Did God’s Word unfold as God promised? Yes! 

But my words and my statutes, which I commanded my servants the prophets, 
did they not overtake your fathers? (Zech. 1:6a) 

e) Conclusion/Application: Our Fathers repented and God restored us to the Promised Land.  

(1) So they repented and said, ‘As the Lord of hosts purposed to deal with us for our 
ways and deeds, so has he dealt with us.’” (Zechariah 1:6b) 

(2) “So they repented ...” They returned to God.  

7. Bryan R. Gregory: Longing for God in An Age of Discouragement; pp. 22-23 

Zechariah’s ministry among his generation begins with a call to repentance. Everything else that 
follows is built upon that foundation. This call to repent comes just weeks after the resumption of 
work on the temple. Zechariah 1:1-6 drills down to the core need of the people. The fundamental 
need of the people was not a rebuilt temple; it was a renewed heart. In other words, it is not enough 
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to make a geographical move and to throw up a sacred building; there must be an accompanying 
internal transformation of the heart. The true foundation of restoration is not the stones laid by 
Sheshbazzar or Zerubbabel. The true foundation of God’s kingdom work is always repentant hearts. 
It always begins there.  

8. Basic Truth: God’s great covenant was true. If we obey God, He will bless us; if we disobey God He 
will discipline us. But He will never forsake us because of His Covenant Promise to Abraham: “I will be 
your God and you shall be my people ... I will be a God to you and to your children to a thousand 
generations! 

a) God’s promises always come true – both the Blessings and the Cursings. 

b) God’s love never fails – in good times or bad times.  

c) God’s grand design to build His Kingdom for His Son will never be derailed – with us or 
without us.  

d) God’s intent to save a people for Himself – a faithful Remnant – will unfold around the world.  

9. This is what we call The Greater Covenant; what Zechariah is pointing to: 

a) Once again, from Jeremiah the Prophet, Zechariah’s hero.  

b) “Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the 
house of Israel and the house of Judah, not like the covenant that I made with their fathers on 
the day when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, my covenant that 
they broke, though I was their husband, declares the Lord. For this is the covenant that I will 
make with the house of Israel after those days, declares the Lord: I will put my law within 
them, and I will write it on their hearts. And I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 
And no longer shall each one teach his neighbor and each his brother, saying, ‘Know the 
Lord,’ for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, declares the Lord. 
For I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.” (Jer. 31:31-34) 

c) This greater covenant, the Author of Hebrews tells us, was fulfilled in Jesus Christ ... 

(1) But as it is, Christ has obtained a ministry that is as much more excellent than the 
old as the covenant he mediates is better, since it is enacted on better 
promises. For if that first covenant had been faultless, there would have been no 
occasion to look for a second. For he finds fault with them when he says: 
“Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, 
when I will establish a new covenant with the house of Israel 
and with the house of Judah, 
not like the covenant that I made with their fathers 
on the day when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt. 
For they did not continue in my covenant, 
and so I showed no concern for them, declares the Lord. 
For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel 
after those days, declares the Lord: 
I will put my laws into their minds, 
and write them on their hearts, 
and I will be their God, 
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and they shall be my people. 
And they shall not teach, each one his neighbor 
and each one his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ 
for they shall all know me, 
from the least of them to the greatest. 
For I will be merciful toward their iniquities, 
and I will remember their sins no more.” In speaking of a new covenant, he makes 
the first one obsolete. And what is becoming obsolete and growing old is ready to 
vanish away. (Heb. 8:6-13) 

(2) Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are called may 
receive the promised eternal inheritance, since a death has occurred that redeems 
them from the transgressions committed under the first covenant. (Heb. 9:15) 

(3) And the Holy Spirit also bears witness to us; for after saying, 
 “This is the covenant that I will make with them 
after those days, declares the Lord: 
I will put my laws on their hearts, 
and write them on their minds,” 
then he adds, 
“I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more.” (Heb. 10:15-17) 

d) We who have faith in Jesus Christ are heirs to these promises made to Abraham, The Prophets 
and the Fathers!  

(1) Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called “the 
uncircumcision” by what is called the circumcision, which is made in the flesh by 
hands— remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated 
from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, 
having no hope and without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who 
once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. (Eph. 2:11-13) 

(2) for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith. For as many of you as 
were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there 
is neither slave[a] nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in 
Christ Jesus. And if you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's offspring, heirs 
according to promise. (Gal. 3:26-29) 

e) There it is!  “... heirs according to the Promise.” 

Conclusion: Here are two foundational messages for you and for me – and all our children, to a thousand 
generations ...  

1. First: There is a greater glory to anything in this life, awaiting those who believe in Jesus Christ and look 
forward to the Kingdom of God. We must not let the things of this world – fortune, fame, fun – blind us 
to the Glory of God – the chief end of mankind:  

a) “Man’s chief end is to glorify God and enjoy Him forever” (WCF 1-1) 

b) The eyes of Faith look through the glitter of this world and see the coming glory of the 
Kingdom of Heaven  



 

HG1702 
 

18 

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. (Heb. 
11:1) 

But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly 
Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering, and to the assembly of the 
firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the judge of all, and to the spirits of the 
righteous made perfect, and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled 
blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel. See that you do not refuse him who 
is speaking. For if they did not escape when they refused him who warned them on earth, 
much less will we escape if we reject him who warns from heaven. At that time his voice 
shook the earth, but now he has promised, “Yet once more I will shake not only the earth 
but also the heavens.” This phrase, “Yet once more,” indicates the removal of things that 
are shaken—that is, things that have been made—in order that the things that cannot be 
shaken may remain. (Heb. 12:22-27) 

c) We must cling to and build our lies around God’s Promise to Haggai:  

For thus says the Lord of hosts: Yet once more, in a little while, I will shake the heavens 
and the earth and the sea and the dry land. And I will shake all nations, so that the 
treasures of all nations shall come in, and I will fill this house with glory, says the Lord of 
hosts. The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, declares the Lord of hosts. The latter glory 
of this house shall be greater than the former, says the Lord of hosts. And in this place I 
will give peace, declares the Lord of hosts.’” (Haggai 2:6-9) 

2. Second: There is a greater covenant (New Covenant) under which the NT saints live. We must never 
ignore, oppose or resent the Word of the Lord which comes to us, through our Preachers. God’s promises 
are always true, and in Jesus Christ they are always “Yes!” 

a) For all the promises of God find their Yes in him. That is why it is through him that we utter 
our Amen to God for his glory. (2 Cor. 1:20) 

b) If we are to live under God’s grace we must return to God, repent of sin, and respond to the 
preached word. We must become a People of the Book, and remain so all through life. 

c) And a people who respond to the Christ of the Word.  

Let us therefore strive to enter that rest, so that no one may fall by the same sort of 
disobedience. For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged 
sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and 
discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart. And no creature is hidden from his 
sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom we must give account. 
Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son 
of God, let us hold fast our confession. For we do not have a high priest who is unable to 
sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we 
are, yet without sin. Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we 
may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. (Heb. 4:11-16) 

3. On these two pillars of faith we rest our souls, the souls of our children and grandchildren, the future of 
the Church, and the eternal destiny of our American people:  

a) The Glory of God in Jesus Christ 
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b) The Promises of God in Jesus Christ 

4. This is God’s promise, our Hope and our confession ...  

Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful. And let 
us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is 
the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near. 
(Heb. 10:23-25) 

 

 


