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Romans 1:26-27           February 5, 2017 AM 
Becoming a Gracious People            Romans 
RO1706           
 

Given Over to Degradation 
 

INTRODUCTION: As we work our way through Romans 1, we are looking into some of the most painful verses 
in all of Scripture ...  

1. Paul is setting before us all mankind’s profound and desperate need for the salvation that comes from 
Jesus Christ ...  

a) For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who 
believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. For in it the righteousness of God is revealed 
from faith for faith, as it is written, “The righteous shall live by faith.” For the wrath of God 
is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by their 
unrighteousness suppress the truth. (Romans 1:16-18) 

b) in his unfolding of this wrath of God revealed he explains to us how this wrath of God works. 

c) God “gives us up (over)” to our own sins and their natural results. 

(1) Dishonored Bodies 

Therefore God gave them over in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, so that 
their bodies would be dishonored among them. For they exchanged the truth of 
God for a lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, 
who is blessed forever. Amen. (Rom. 1:24-25 NASB) 

(2) Degrading Passions 

For this reason God gave them over to degrading passions; for their women 
exchanged the natural function for that which is unnatural, and in the same 
way also the men abandoned the natural function of the woman and burned in 
their desire toward one another, men with men committing indecent acts and 
receiving in their own persons the due penalty of their error. (Romans 1:26-
27 NASB) 

(3) Depraved Minds 

And just as they did not see fit to acknowledge God any longer, God gave them 
over to a depraved mind, to do those things which are not proper, (Romans 
1:28 NASB) 

d) The Pagans, the Greeks, the Jews ....  

2. In describing mankind’s downward spiral of moral decay, Paul sees three powerful words to describe the 
unintended evils sinful man reaps from his rebellion against God’s moral order.  

a) atimazo (dishonoring of their bodies): treat shamefully, dishonor, degrade, humiliate, to 
disgrace.  

b) atimos (dishonorable passions): from atimia; disgraced, humiliated, shamed, despised. 
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c) adokimos (debased minds): corrupted, worthless, disqualified, failing to meet a standard.  

d) Key point: all the Greek words begin with the letter “alpha” (in English “a”); meaning Not or 
No –  

(1) a-timazo: no honor, no respect, no recognition 

(2) a-timos: no value, no worth, no esteem 

(3) a-dokimos: no approval, not passing the test, no character 

3. Question: Is there a progressive nature to these three degrees of God’s judgment? Yes, there appears to 
be so.  

a) These statements of God’s disapproval, wrath and judgment proceed from bad, to worse, to 
worst.  

b) The natural sexual immorality of a Christless world (1:24-25)  

c) The unnatural homosexuality of a Godless society (1:26-27) 

d) The unimaginable social breakdown of a lawless culture (1:28-32) 

4. We’ve seen this unfold in the past century in our American Society –  

a) The sexual revolution of the 40’s, 50’s and 60’s 

b) The Rise and Victory of the LGBT Agenda of the 21st Century  

c) The Lawless Breakdown in our American homes, schools and streets 

d) Paul told us in 56 AD – 1961 years ago – that all this would come to pass if we made one 
fatal mistake –  

For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but 
they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. Claiming to 
be wise, they became fools, and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images 
resembling mortal man and birds and animals and creeping things. (Romans 1:21-23) 

e) And ... we did!  

5. This turning away from God – spiritually, morally and socially – is reinforced by The Lie!  

a) because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshiped and served the creature 
rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen. (Romans 1:25)  

b) The Lie: the twisted rationalization of impious, idolatrous, immoral behavior so that sin looks 
normal and God looks bad.  

c) David F. Wells: Losing Our Virtue: Why the Church Must Recover Its Moral Vision; p. 4 

What we today know as modernity is, in many ways, giving contemporary expression to 
what the New Testament pejoratively calls “the world.” Worldliness is that system of 
values, in any given age, which has at its center our fallen human perspective, which 
displaces God and his truth from the world, and which makes sin look normal and 
righteousness seem strange. It thus gives great plausibility to what is morally wrong and, 
for that reason, makes what is wrong seem normal. It is this spiritual reality that is 
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pervasive in modernity and that has caused the evangelical world to stumble so badly. I 
concluded that what is most put in jeopardy, and what most needs to be recovered with 
respect to God, are our understanding of his moral nature and his sovereign providence.  

d) Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the 
Father is not in him. For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and the desires of the 
eyes and pride of life—is not from the Father but is from the world. And the world is passing 
away along with its desires, but whoever does the will of God abides forever. (1 John 2:15-
17) 

e) For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should 
not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.  (John 3:16-17) 

6. And nowhere is The Lie so twisted, so ever-present, and so persuasively intrusive as the myth that 
Homosexuality is natural, acceptable and God-approved.  

7. ... something the majority of young people (and an alarmingly growing number of adults) have come to 
accept as true!  

8. One Problem: Romans 1:26-27 simply will not allow us to comfortably embrace or endorse such lies.  

a) Three Spiritual Realities we must face 

For this reason God gave them up to dishonorable passions. For their women exchanged 
natural relations for those that are contrary to nature; and the men likewise gave up 
natural relations with women and were consumed with passion for one another, men 
committing shameless acts with men and receiving in themselves the due penalty for their 
error. (Romans 1:26-27) 

b) Homosexuality is unnatural (1:26-27a) 

c) Homosexuality is shameless (1:27b) 

d) Homosexuality is deadly (1:27c) 

I. THREE TRUTHS ABOUT HOMOSEXUALITY AND LESBIANISM (1: 26-27)  

For this reason God gave them up to dishonorable passions. For their women exchanged natural relations 
for those that are contrary to nature; and the men likewise gave up natural relations with women and were 
consumed with passion for one another, men committing shameless acts with men and receiving in 
themselves the due penalty for their error. (Romans 1:26-27) 

A. Homosexuality and Lesbianism are Against Nature (1:26-27a)  

1. Now, for a second time, Paul states: “For this reason, God gave them up to ...”  

a) For this reason: looking back to verse 25  

because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshiped and served the 
creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen. (Romans 1:25)  

b) Thomas R. Schreiner: Romans: ECNT; p. 90 
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Verse 26 draws an inference from verse 25, as the introductory phrase demonstrates. 
The reason God handed men and women over to homosexual relations is because they 
rejected worshiping him and turned to idols.  

c) Idolatry is always hugely influenced by homosexuality: Canaanite, Babylonian, Persian, 
Greek, Roman, Hindu and other religions practiced and promoted homosexuality.  

(1) The gods and goddesses committed homosexual acts 

(2) Kings and Emperors did homosexual things: Alexander the Great, Caligula, 
Nero, etc. 

(3) Greco-Roman philosophy promoted homosexuality: Socrates was a 
homosexual, others taught that homosexual love was the highest form of love!  

d) Michael Kerrigan: A Dark History: The Roman Emperors; p. 157 

Homosexuality has had a part to play in many of the the world’s great warrior 
cultures. Older men would have relations with young recruits as part of their initiation 
into the corps and the recruits’ induction into its code of martial values. That seems to 
be how it came to be a part of Classical Greek culture, and it is clearly present in the 
heroic tradition described by Homer.  

e) Everett Ferguson: Backgrounds of Early Christianity; p. 64 

Homosexuality was a common result in Greek society, which considered the noblest 
form of love to be friendship between men. Some of the greatest names in Greek 
philosophy regarded it as not inferior to heterosexual love, but it was practiced 
primarily among males between their early teens and early twenties. All kinds of 
immoralities were associated with the gods.  

2. Paul calls the homosexual urges “dishonorable (degrading) passions”  

a) NEB, TEV ... shameful passions 

b) NASB, JB ... degrading passions 

c) Philips ... disgraceful passions 

d) KJV ... vile affections 

e) NIV ... shameful lusts  

f) i.e., these desires/ actions are not “cool,” not honorable, not to be celebrated in public 

3. Paul is clearly talking about Lesbianism and homosexuality 

a) He writes about lesbianism in verse 26 ... 

For this reason God gave them up to dishonorable passions. For their women 
exchanged natural relations for those that are contrary to nature; (Romans 1:26) 

b) He writes about male homosexuality in verse 27 ...  

and the men likewise gave up natural relations with women and were consumed with 
passion for one another, men committing shameless acts with men and receiving in 
themselves the due penalty for their error. (Romans 1:27) 
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c) Newman and Nida: Translators Handbook: Romans; p. 27  

The reference to shameful passions may simply be translated by some generic term for 
homosexual relations, or it may require a very general expression such as “they have 
bad sexual desires” or “they have the wrong kind of sexual desires.” This can then be 
followed by the two statements, the one referring to women and the other to men.  

4. Why are homosexuality and lesbianism sins? First of all because they are unnatural ...  

a) i.e., sins against nature as created by God. 

b) they violate both the moral and biological order of life as created by God.  

(1) Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let 
them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens 
and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that 
creeps on the earth.” 
So God created man in his own image, 
in the image of God he created him; 
male and female he created them. 
And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill 
the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over 
the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” 
(Gen. 1:26-28) 

(2) Then the Lord God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will 
make him a helper fit for him.” So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall 
upon the man, and while he slept took one of his ribs and closed up its place 
with flesh. And the rib that the Lord God had taken from the man he made into 
a woman and brought her to the man. (Gen. 2:18, 21-22) 

(3) Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, 
and they shall become one flesh. And the man and his wife were both naked 
and were not ashamed. (Gen. 2:24-25) 

c) James M. Boice: Romans: 1:181 

Fornication and adultery (which are in view in verse 24) are not “unnatural” sins, for 
they are not against nature. Of course, they are true sins, for they break the moral law 
of God. They result in “impurity” and in the “degrading” of our bodies, as Paul says. 
But they are not unnatural. On the contrary, they are in one sense quite natural. The 
are accomplished by using one’s body in a natural way. Not so with homosexuality! 
Homosexuality is “unnatural,” and it is accomplished by using one’s body in an 
unnatural way, that is, against nature. In the first case, we may well need the Bible to 
tell us that fornication is wrong. The popular song asks, “How can it be wrong when it 
seems so right?” But in the case of homosexuality we do not even need this special 
revelation. A look at one’s sexual apparatus should convince anyone that practices of 
this kind are not normal. They were not meant to be.  

5. It is good to be reminded that every place in which homosexuality is featured in the Bible it is (1) 
spoken of as grave sin, (2) referenced as sins against nature, (3) condemned by God ...  
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a) Sodom and Gomorrah are destroyed because of both heterosexual and homosexual 
practices.  

b) You shall not lie with a male as with a woman; it is an abomination.  And you shall not lie 
with any animal and so make yourself unclean with it, neither shall any woman give 
herself to an animal to lie with it: it is perversion.  (Leviticus 18:22-23) 

c) If a man lies with a male as with a woman, both of them have committed an abomination; 
they shall surely be put to death; their blood is upon them. (Leviticus 20:13) 

d) None of the daughters of Israel shall be a cult prostitute, and none of the sons of Israel 
shall be a cult prostitute. You shall not bring the fee of a prostitute or the wages of a dog 
into the house of the Lord your God in payment for any vow, for both of these are an 
abomination to the Lord your God. (Deut. 23:17-18) 

e) Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be 
deceived: neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men who 
practice homosexuality, nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor 
swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. (1 Cor. 6:9-10) 

f) Now we know that the law is good, if one uses it lawfully, understanding this, that the law 
is not laid down for the just but for the lawless and disobedient, for the ungodly and 
sinners, for the unholy and profane, for those who strike their fathers and mothers, for 
murderers, the sexually immoral, men who practice homosexuality, enslavers, liars, 
perjurers, and whatever else is contrary to sound doctrine, (1 Tim. 1:8-10) 

6. Craig S. Keener: “Adultery and Divorce,” Dictionary of N.T. Background; p. 15  

Jewish people usually viewed homosexual behavior as a pervasively and uniquely Gentile sin. 
They regarded homosexual behavior as meriting death or punishment by God in the afterlife. Like 
some other people, some Jewish people regarded homosexual intercourse as unnatural, probably 
in part because it could not contribute to procreation.  

7. Some will answer: Paul is condemning homosexual conduct by those who are not “naturally” 
homosexual. But for those “born gay” it is both natural and therefore not sinful. Not so!  

a) First, the Greek word phusikos/physikos means God’s created order, the order of nature, in 
accordance with nature, the wild beasts as naturally made.  

b) This is not a reference to “my nature” but the physikos (natural) order God created: male 
and female.  

So God created man in his own image, 
in the image of God he created him; 
male and female he created them. (Gen. 1:27) 

c) In fact, “natural” (kata physin) and “unnatural” (para physin) were standard ways Greeks 
referenced hetero – or homo-sexual conduct.  

(1) according to nature = heterosexuality 

(2) against nature = homosexuality 

d) Richard B. Hayes (Stott: BST; p. 78) 



 

RO1706 
 

7 

To suggest that Paul intends to condemn homosexual acts only when they are 
committed by persons who are constitutionally heterosexual is to introduce a 
distinction entirely foreign to Paul’s thought-world.  

e) John Stott: Romans: BST; p. 78 

So then, we have no liberty to interpret the noun ‘nature’ as meaning ‘my’ nature, or 
the adjective ‘natural’ as meaning ‘what seems natural to me’. On the contrary, physis 
(‘natural’) means God’s created order. To act ‘against nature’ means to violate the 
order which God has established, whereas to act ‘according to nature’ means to 
behave ‘in accordance with the intention of the Creator’. Moreover, the intention of 
the Creator means his original intention. A homosexual partnership (however loving 
and committed it may claim to be) is ‘against nature’ and can never be regarded as a 
legitimate alternative to marriage.  

8. This is not difficult to understand. all of God’s sources of revelation tell us this is so –  

a) Creation, conscience, (most) cultures, Christ, the Cannon of Scripture, The Church. 

b) But it is difficult for many to accept because 

(1) we’ve been brainwashed to accept homosexuality  

(2) we’re afraid not to endorse/ promote homosexuality 

(3) Perhaps we are homosexually-oriented ourselves.  

c) But this fact is clear: Paul, speaking under divine inspiration, is saying that homosexuality 
is both unnatural and therefore unacceptable to God.  

d) Hard? Yes. Clear? Certainly. Attacked? Absolutely ...  

And count the patience of our Lord as salvation, just as our beloved brother Paul also 
wrote to you according to the wisdom given him, as he does in all his letters when he 
speaks in them of these matters. There are some things in them that are hard to 
understand, which the ignorant and unstable twist to their own destruction, as they do 
the other Scriptures. You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, take care that 
you are not carried away with the error of lawless people and lose your own stability. 
But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be 
the glory both now and to the day of eternity. Amen. (2 Peter 3:15-18) 

9. Incidentally, Paul mentions here a third disastrous “exchange”  

a) and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man and 
birds and animals and creeping things. (Romans 1:23) 

b) because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshiped and served the 
creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen. (Romans 1:25)  

c) For this reason God gave them up to dishonorable passions. For their women exchanged 
natural relations for those that are contrary to nature; (Romans 1:26) 

d) There is a connection ...  
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e) People are made in the image of God; male or female (only 2 choices), and this is true for 
all mankind ...  

This is the book of the generations of Adam. When God created man, he made him in 
the likeness of God. Male and female he created them, and he blessed them and named 
them Man when they were created. (Gen. 5:1-2) 

f) To attempt to modify one’s own gender – either as a bisexual, homosexual or transgender 
person – is to reject the image of God bestowed upon you by the Creator.  

g) And the only way to do this, and live with your conscious is to create a new God (Idol/ 
false god) who is suddenly OK with homosexuality or lesbianism.  

h) Werner Neuer: Man and Woman in Christian Perspective; pp. 152, 159 

The fundamental basis for the biblical view of man and woman is the nature of God as 
it is disclosed in the biblical revelation: the biblical view of man and woman is rooted 
in the nature of God.  

The masculine-shaped picture of God in Scripture has a necessary consequence that 
man in his maleness is in a special way the reflection and representative of God, 
whereas the woman in a special way reflects and represents the creation and the 
redeemed church. If this fact is accepted, that the man is in a special way the 
reflection and representative of God and the woman is the reflection and 
representative of both creation and the church, then the biblical ordering of the sexes 
follows as a matter of course. All this shows how deeply the biblical view of male and 
female is rooted in the nature of God. Whoever rejects the biblical ordering of the 
sexes must ultimately reject the God revealed in Holy Scripture.  

10. These are facts contrary to the American lie, but true nevertheless. Therefore, what homosexuals and 
lesbians do is shameful ...  

B. Homosexuality and Lesbianism are Shameless Lifestyles (1:26b)  

1. “... men committing shameless acts with men ...” (27b) 

2. Literally: “toward one another, men among men, the shamelessness working out”  

a) “shameless” is aschēmosunē: shameless acts, the shame of nakedness,  

b) from aschēmōn: unpresentable (i.e., of one’s private parts); what is indecent to show 
others.  

c) verb: aschēmoneō: to behave improperly or shamefully.  

3. We get the message: homosexual sins are indecent, but especially when they are “acted out” so that 
others know.  

a) men who do this / women who do this are “shameless” 

b) i.e., they are now beyond/ without shame for something that is shameful 

c) How so? A seared conscience impervious to shame.  

4. This is the LGBT mantra and motivation: To escape the shame, feelings of guilt, and embarrassment 
of their unnatural orientation and lifestyle.  
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a) If they can increase their numbers, recruit young people, then they won’t feel so alone, 
isolated, odd. 

b) And if they can bully the rest of us in either cowardly silence or intimated approval, then 
shame will leave.  

c) And if they can make the Government, schools and churches approve (legalize) what they 
do then guilt will evaporate.  

d) It won’t work: Three voices cannot be silenced –  

(1) The voice of God speaking His Word 

(2) The voice of the faithful preacher speaking into culture 

(3) The voice of their own conscience speaking to their souls. 

(4) The Word ... the Pulpit ... the Conscience 

(5) For all who have sinned without the law will also perish without the law, and 
all who have sinned under the law will be judged by the law. For it is not the 
hearers of the law who are righteous before God, but the doers of the law who 
will be justified. For when Gentiles, who do not have the law, by nature do 
what the law requires, they are a law to themselves, even though they do not 
have the law. They show that the work of the law is written on their hearts, 
while their conscience also bears witness, and their conflicting thoughts accuse 
or even excuse them on that day when, according to my gospel, God judges the 
secrets of men by Christ Jesus. (Romans 2:12-16) 

5. Nothing will ease the guilt, shame and alienation except to return to God and forsake their sexual 
sins. 

6. And God is moving them in that direction by means of His wrath ...  

C. Homosexuality and Lesbianism are Deadly (1:27c)  

1. “... and receiving in themselves the due penalty for their error.” (27c)  

2. Error? Does that seem like a rather benign word for such an immoral lifestyle?  

a) Answer: Yes. But remember Paul’s line of reasoning. 

b) These unfortunate souls have been captivated by a Lie.  

because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshiped and served the 
creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen. (Romans 1:25)  

c) The Lie? If you want to continue to live a homosexual life without the wrath of God, just 
change gods. Invent or find a god (homosexual) or a goddess (lesbian) who approves of 
your sins and all will be fine.  

d) Don’t change behaviors; change gods. It’s easier!  

e) So the Lie gives birth to the error.  

3. But the wrath of the True, Real, Only God continues to unfold. 

a) “the due penalty” for homosexuality is paid by homosexuals. 
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b) Newton’s Third Law of Motion: Every action elicits and equal and opposite reaction.  

c) The order of God’s Universe cannot be changed: Gays and Lesbians do not reproduce, 
they do not experience true love, they are not happy in their lifestyle and relationships, 
and they will not receive the blessings of God for a morally ordered life. Instead ...  

d) “they receive in their own flesh the due recompense for their false way of living”  

4. Homosexuals and Lesbians live shorter lives, have much higher rates of STD’s and suicide, inhabit 
both a violent and heartbreaking lifestyle and lead terribly sad lives. The facts are in!  

a) Homosexuals do not remain loyal to a partner 

(1) 75% of gay men claim to have had over 100 partners 

(2) 15% have had 100-200 partners.  

(3) 17% have had 250-500  

(4) and 28% claim more than 1,000 partners 

b) Lesbians are no different: They were 4.5 times more likely to have 50 or more partners 
than heterosexual women.  

c) Gays are exposed to people with STD’s 3 or 4 times more than heterosexuals. 

d) They suffer epidemic levels of AIDS and STD’s because of their unnatural acts 

e) Depression, drug abuse, violent encounters, rape, murder and suicide are 2 to 6 times more 
common among gays. 

f) Sadism: 37% of gays practice some sadism at some time.  

g) The Dutch Study published by the Archives of General Psychiatry  

Gay men were much more likely to experience major depression, bipolar disorder, 
panic disorder, agoraphobia and obsessive compulsive disorder. Lesbians were more 
often diagnosed with major depression, social phobia or alcohol dependence. The 
researchers found “that homosexuality is not only associated with mental health 
problems during adolescence and early adulthood ... but also later in life.  

h) Lifespan: Gay and bisexual men die 20 years earlier, on average, then heterosexual males.  

i) “... receiving in themselves the due penalty for their error.”  

5. A perverted, painful and deadly way to live. Their defiance of God’s natural order saddens, sickens, 
and shortens their lives. (“Medical Consequences of Homosexual Sexual Behaviors” 
www.clothesline.com; 2013/07/04 

Conclusion: I have been very frank with you today because of the grave importance of this issue in our American 
culture.  

1. I apologize for all the quotes, but I wanted you to know that what I said was not my own opinion, but 
well-researched facts.  

2. I apologize if my sermon has been too graphic, but I wanted to present a picture in which I didn’t have to 
gloss over key information.  
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a) Actually, I pulled back from lots of ugly information. 

b) And I warned parents before the message (kids)  

3. I apologize to those who are Gay, Lesbian or who are struggling with gender-identity issues. I want to 
give no offense, but I also wanted you to think through this hard passage and these unsettling facts. Why?  

4. First: Homosexual men and Lesbian women are deeply loved by God. They are made in His image, 
valued for their lives, and under His Providential Care.  

a) God loves you and made you a male or female, and He understands that some of us struggle 
with our birth-gender identities. 

b) Jesus Christ loves you and has died to save your souls from the wrath of God against all sin – 
heterosexual or homosexual sins included.  

c) The Holy Spirit loves you and desires to make His home in you, so that you become the 
Temple of the Spirit.  

d) But we’ve got to face all the facts, as God gives them to us ...  

(1) Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do 
not be deceived: neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor 
men who practice homosexuality, nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunkards, nor 
revilers, nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. And such were some of 
you. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of 
the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. “All things are lawful for me,” 
but not all things are helpful. “All things are lawful for me,” but I will not be 
dominated by anything. “Food is meant for the stomach and the stomach for 
food”—and God will destroy both one and the other. The body is not meant for 
sexual immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. And God raised the 
Lord and will also raise us up by his power. Do you not know that your bodies are 
members of Christ? Shall I then take the members of Christ and make them 
members of a prostitute? Never! Or do you not know that he who is joined to a 
prostitute becomes one body with her? For, as it is written, “The two will become 
one flesh.” But he who is joined to the Lord becomes one spirit with him. Flee 
from sexual immorality. Every other sin a person commits is outside the body, but 
the sexually immoral person sins against his own body. Or do you not know that 
your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God? You 
are not your own, for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body. 
(1 Cor. 6:9-20) 

(2) Homosexuality (fornication/adultery) are sins that can keep us out of heaven and 
send us to hell. 

(3) Jesus died to wash, sanctify and justify us from our sexual sins. 

(4) Our bodies were not made by God for immorality but for immortality: goodness, 
glory and godliness 

(5) Jesus bought our entire person – body and soul – with the price of His blood. We 
belong to Him, not ourselves.  
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(6)  for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body. (1 Cor. 6:20) 

5. Second:  Homosexual and Lesbian sins are no match for the love of God, the death of Christ and the 
grace of the Holy Spirit.  

a) And such were some of you. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in 
the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. (1 Cor. 6:11) 

b) This room is full of converted fornicators, adulterers, incestuous people, gays, lesbians, porn-
users and perhaps a prostitute or two!  

c) “But such were some of you ...” 

(1) washed – cleansed by Christ’s blood 

(2) sanctified – made holy (sacred) by the Spirit 

(3) justified – no longer condemned by God 

d) No one here is “casting stones.” Of all people, redeemed Christians understand the error 
of immorality.  

6. Third: There is no place where you will be more accepted and more cared for than in the Church of 
Jesus Christ. We may not understand all you’re going through, how much you struggle, why you’re like 
you are. But here’s something we are not going to do: Lie to you. We love you too much to leave you to 
“The Lie” or forsake you to “the error.” We want to help you find the truth, the life, the freedom and 
love in Jesus Christ.  

7. Fourth: We offer you a fellowship of people who’ll walk with you through your sexual brokenness, moral 
confusion and gender struggle. The group is highly anonymous but very real. We call them “Set Free.” 
And if you ‘d like to meet them I or one of the pastors can get you in touch with them. You’ll like them 
and they’ll love you.  

8. Fifth: We aren’t demanding that you change. If you visit here as a practicing homosexual or a lifelong 
Lesbian, you’ll always be both welcomed and respected here. But we offer you a New Life and a New 
Identity ...  

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has 
come. (2 Cor. 5:17) 

We offer you an opportunity to be free of guilt, and shame, and filth, and isolation, and heartbreak. 
We’re offering to you Jesus Christ!  

9. We can’t approve of your sin; we can’t approve of any sin, not even our own. But we can accept you as a 
fellow sinner who needs salvation. We’re all like that!  

10. Here is “The Truth”: When we all come to Christ for salvation we must lay down our old selves with 
our old lives and lifestyles. We must do that in order to “put on” Jesus Christ and become children – sons 
and daughters – of God. Jesus is clear about this ...  

Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and 
covetousness, which is idolatry. On account of these the wrath of God is coming. In these you too 
once walked, when you were living in them. But now you must put them all away: anger, wrath, 
malice, slander, and obscene talk from your mouth. Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have 
put off the old self with its practices and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in 
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knowledge after the image of its creator. Here there is not Greek and Jew, circumcised and 
uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free; but Christ is all, and in all. (Col. 3:5-11) 

Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, 
meekness, and patience, bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, 
forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. And above all these put 
on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your 
hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful. (Col. 3:12-15) 

 

11. I know what these verses mean – personally and experientially.  

a) Everyone must give up, “put off,” their pet sins that define their lives – alcoholism, drug 
abuse, stealing and covetousness, sleeping with a girlfriend (boyfriend) or someone else’s 
wife (husband), pornography, or a life of violence.  

b) The deeper the sinful addiction, the harder it is to take off, lay down, walk away from.  

c) But Jesus Christ is able to help you. He is mighty to save!  

d) And ... we are his friends (and yours) here to walk you through this transition and 
transformation, however long it takes ...  

e) ... however many times you fall back, and need renewing.  

12. No more excuses. No more lies. No more error. I invite you to come to this living, loving and liberating 
truth –  

Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, to make you obey its passions. Do not present your 
members to sin as instruments for unrighteousness, but present yourselves to God as those who have 
been brought from death to life, and your members to God as instruments for righteousness. For sin 
will have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace. (Romans 6:12-14) 

For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 
6:23) 

 

13. Would you receive this new life, even for homosexuals and lesbians, today?  

 

 


