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Ezra 5:1-6:13           February 12, 2017 PM 
Zechariah 1:7-2:13                   Ezra-Esther 
Restoring the God-Fearing Community 
ER1703                           

“Renewal Efforts and Opposition” 

INTRODUCTION: In the year 520 B.C. Haggai and Zechariah began to preach to the Jews in Jerusalem ...  

1. ... telling them to rise up and renew their efforts at building the Second Temple.  

a) There had been a 17-year lapse in this project 

b) Begun in 538-537 B.C., there had been opposition by the Samaritans. 

(1) Then the people of the land discouraged the people of Judah and made them afraid 
to build and bribed counselors against them to frustrate their purpose, all the days 
of Cyrus king of Persia, even until the reign of Darius king of Persia. (Ezra 4:4-5) 

(2) Then the work on the house of God that is in Jerusalem stopped, and it ceased until 
the second year of the reign of Darius king of Persia. (Ezra 4:24) 

c) But when Haggai and Zechariah preached, the people were moved by the Holy Spirit to begin 
their work once again.  

(1) Now the prophets, Haggai and Zechariah the son of Iddo, prophesied to the Jews 
who were in Judah and Jerusalem, in the name of the God of Israel who was over 
them. Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel and Jeshua the son of Jozadak arose 
and began to rebuild the house of God that is in Jerusalem, and the prophets of 
God were with them, supporting them. (Ezra 5:1-2) 

(2) Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high 
priest, with all the remnant of the people, obeyed the voice of the Lord their God, 
and the words of Haggai the prophet, as the Lord their God had sent him. And the 
people feared the Lord. Then Haggai, the messenger of the Lord, spoke to the 
people with the Lord's message, “I am with you, declares the Lord.” And the Lord 
stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and the 
spirit of Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and the spirit of all the 
remnant of the people. And they came and worked on the house of the Lord of 
hosts, their God, on the twenty-fourth day of the month, in the sixth month, in the 
second year of Darius the king. (Haggai 1:12-15) 

d) i.e., on September 21, 520 B.C.  

2. But it was not long until the same opposition arose, a second time.  

3. Spiritual Reality: We can never attempt God’s work without encountering demonic opposition.  

a) Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. Put on the whole armor of God, 
that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil. For we do not wrestle against 
flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over 
this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. (Eph. 6:10-
12) 
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b) a fact Evangelicals prefer to ignore (or at least not talk about) 

c) Why? First, because the Charismatics have ruined the doctrine of spiritual warfare, blaming 
Satan for common colds, automobile problems, or the immoral escapades of Jim and Tammy 
Bakker!  

d) But also, because Evangelicals have become worldly and they now approach ministry from a 
business model. 

e) They really (sadly) believe that gifted men, “best practices,” proper organization and good 
personnel management – with a dash of great P.R. and effective advertising – can accomplish 
God’s work.  

f) Satan laughs at this; he’s got us right where he wants us: Overly confident in ourselves 
and under-reliant upon the Holy Spirit.  

4. But why not?  Spiritual opposition usually comes against us garbed in the worldly appearance of social 
pressure, political interference and “unhappy customers”! Three things we usually handle ourselves, in 
our work-places.  

5. This is what happens in Ezra 5 and 6 

a) Renewed Efforts and Opposition 

b) alongside the preaching of Zechariah 

 

I. RENEWED OPPOSITION: WORLDLY THREATS TO GOD’S WORK (Ezra 5:1-6:12) 

A. The Intimidation of the Samaritans (5:1-5) 

1. Now the prophets, Haggai and Zechariah the son of Iddo, prophesied to the Jews who were in Judah 
and Jerusalem, in the name of the God of Israel who was over them. Then Zerubbabel the son of 
Shealtiel and Jeshua the son of Jozadak arose and began to rebuild the house of God that is in 
Jerusalem, and the prophets of God were with them, supporting them. At the same time Tattenai the 
governor of the province Beyond the River and Shethar-bozenai and their associates came to them 
and spoke to them thus: “Who gave you a decree to build this house and to finish this 
structure?” They also asked them this: “What are the names of the men who are building this 
building?” But the eye of their God was on the elders of the Jews, and they did not stop them until the 
report should reach Darius and then an answer be returned by letter concerning it. (Ezra 5:1-5) 

2. The Persians had a highly-structured empire, with layers of bureaucracy from top to bottom.  

a) The Empire was divided into 20 satrapies (governed by a Satrap, from a Persian noble 
family)  

b) Satrapies were often sub-divided into “provinces,” over which there were governors 

c) The province referred to as Beyond the River (Euphrates) included two governorships.  

(1) Ushtanni was the satrap of this region 

(2) Tattenai was the governor over Syria and Palestine (called 
Ebernari/Abarnahara; including Judah and Jerusalem 

(3) Babylonia was the Eastern half of this Satrap 
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(4) Tattenai ruled (most probably) from Damascus. 

(5) Shethar-bozenai was his “secretary”; his assistant. 

d) Tattenai did not take kindly to the idea that Sheshbazzar (and later Zerubbabel) were 
“governors” of a special region called “Judea.” 

3. The first two years of King Darius’ reign (522-520 B.C.) were very tumultuous. King Darius needed 
to put down 3 rebellions in order to stabilize his reign and the Persian Empire. He was “skittish” 
about suspected revolts.  

4. Tattenai and Shethar-bozenai pounce upon an idea that would unsettle King Darius.  

a) First: They would insinuate that Judea was building both the Temple and its city to serves 
as a center of a future revolt.  

(1) At the same time Tattenai the governor of the province Beyond the River and 
Shethar-bozenai and their associates came to them and spoke to them 
thus: “Who gave you a decree to build this house and to finish this 
structure?” They also asked them this: “What are the names of the men who 
are building this building?” (Ezra 5:3-4) 

(2) First: Who gave you a decree to rebuild this temple? Either ignorant of Cyrus’ 
decree or testing the historical record.  

(3) Second: Give us a list of names! They were going to report these people to 
Darius who might react against them in fear that they were revolutionaries. 

(4) Third: They wrote a legal challenge to Darius in order to stop the work (hoping 
Israel would give up a second time): “a report” 

5. They neglected one fact: “... the eye of their God was on the elders of the Jews”  

a) Just as Haggai and Zechariah had promised ...  

(1) Yet now be strong, O Zerubbabel, declares the Lord. Be strong, O Joshua, son 
of Jehozadak, the high priest. Be strong, all you people of the land, declares 
the Lord. Work, for I am with you, declares the Lord of hosts, according to the 
covenant that I made with you when you came out of Egypt. My Spirit remains 
in your midst. Fear not. (Haggai 2:4-5) 

(2) Consider from this day onward, from the twenty-fourth day of the ninth month. 
Since the day that the foundation of the Lord's temple was laid, consider: Is the 
seed yet in the barn? Indeed, the vine, the fig tree, the pomegranate, and the 
olive tree have yielded nothing. But from this day on I will bless you.” (Haggai 
2:18-19) 

(3) Therefore say to them, Thus declares the Lord of hosts: Return to me, says the 
Lord of hosts, and I will return to you, says the Lord of hosts. (Zech. 1:3) 

b) The Spirit caused renewal through Haggai and Zechariah’s preaching 

c) And the people persisted through distractions and threats to do their divine work. 
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But the eye of their God was on the elders of the Jews, and they did not stop them until 
the report should reach Darius and then an answer be returned by letter concerning it. 
(Ezra 5:5) 

6. So, Tattenai sent a letter to King Darius requesting a “staying order” to stop the work until the royal 
archives could locate Cyrus’ decree, issued 19 years previously. 

7. Note: No doubt expecting Darius to (1) panic and suppress the Jews, (2) replace Zerubbabel and put 
Judea back under Tattenai, (3) have too many more pressing details to tend to than a search of the 
royal archives.  

B. The Letter to the King of Persia (5:6-6:2) 

1. Here was the letter: Ezra 5:6-17 

a) This is a copy of the letter that Tattenai the governor of the province Beyond the River and 
Shethar-bozenai and his associates, the governors who were in the province Beyond the 
River, sent to Darius the king. (Ezra 5:6) 

b) First: The Implication that “huge stores” and “timber laid in the walls” might mean a 
fortress for future rebellion was being built.  

They sent him a report, in which was written as follows: “To Darius the king, all 
peace. Be it known to the king that we went to the province of Judah, to the house of 
the great God. It is being built with huge stones, and timber is laid in the walls. This 
work goes on diligently and prospers in their hands. (Ezra 5:7-8) 

c) Second: A report that the Jews were uncooperative and therefore somewhat subversive 
against Persia ...  

Then we asked those elders and spoke to them thus: ‘Who gave you a decree to build 
this house and to finish this structure?’ We also asked them their names, for your 
information, that we might write down the names of their leaders. And this was their 
reply to us: ‘We are the servants of the God of heaven and earth, and we are 
rebuilding the house that was built many years ago, which a great king of Israel built 
and finished. (Ezra 5:9-11) 

d) Third: These Jews had once rebelled against the gods and been subdued by Babylon – 
something that needed to be done again! 

But because our fathers had angered the God of heaven, he gave them into the hand of 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, the Chaldean, who destroyed this house and carried 
away the people to Babylonia. (Ezra 5:12) 

e) Fourth: They claim that Cyrus granted them both permission and finances to rebuild their 
Temple ...  

However, in the first year of Cyrus king of Babylon, Cyrus the king made a decree that 
this house of God should be rebuilt. And the gold and silver vessels of the house of 
God, which Nebuchadnezzar had taken out of the temple that was in Jerusalem and 
brought into the temple of Babylon, these Cyrus the king took out of the temple of 
Babylon, and they were delivered to one whose name was Sheshbazzar, whom he had 
made governor; and he said to him, “Take these vessels, go and put them in the temple 
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that is in Jerusalem, and let the house of God be rebuilt on its site.” Then this 
Sheshbazzar came and laid the foundations of the house of God that is in Jerusalem, 
and from that time until now it has been in building, and it is not yet finished.’ (Ezra 
5:13-16) 

f) Fifth: The Royal Chronicles (archives) need to be searched because their story in highly 
suspect ...  

Therefore, if it seems good to the king, let search be made in the royal archives there 
in Babylon, to see whether a decree was issued by Cyrus the king for the rebuilding of 
this house of God in Jerusalem. And let the king send us his pleasure in this matter.” 
(Ezra 5:17) 

g) Notice carefully: The final sentence: “And let the King send us his pleasure in this 
matter.”  

(1) Hint: You can issue a new decree stopping this work 

(2) Suggestion: Follow your instincts and ignore the records, if you don’t like what 
you find! 

2. To their surprise Darius actually orders that such a search of the archives be undertaken.  

a) Then Darius the king made a decree, and search was made in Babylonia, in the house of 
the archives where the documents were stored. And in Ecbatana, the citadel that is in the 
province of Media, a scroll was found on which this was written: “A record. (Ezra 6:1-2) 

b) Incredible accuracy on the part of Ezra’s writing. 

c) The Persian Empire had two capitals. 

(1) Babylon: the winter capital (in Babylonia)  

(2) Ecbatana (in Susa): the summer capital (in Media)  

d) Cyrus left Babylon in 538 B.C. to reside primarily in Ecbatana  

e) exactly where his decree was found!  

And in Ecbatana, the citadel that is in the province of Media, a scroll was found on which this 
was written: “A record. (Ezra 6:2) 

 

 

C. The Response of the King of Persia (6:3-12) 

1. In fact, a “record” (a memorandum), under Cyrus’ seal was found. It read like this:  

In the first year of Cyrus the king, Cyrus the king issued a decree: Concerning the house of God 
at Jerusalem, let the house be rebuilt, the place where sacrifices were offered, and let its 
foundations be retained. Its height shall be sixty cubits and its breadth sixty cubits, with three 
layers of great stones and one layer of timber. Let the cost be paid from the royal treasury. And 
also let the gold and silver vessels of the house of God, which Nebuchadnezzar took out of the 
temple that is in Jerusalem and brought to Babylon, be restored and brought back to the temple 
that is in Jerusalem, each to its place. You shall put them in the house of God.” (Ezra 6:3-5) 
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2. Note: a similar memorandum has been discovered, written in Aramaic (Persian legal language) which 
authorized the Jews in Egypt to rebuild their temple in the Elephantine community in Egypt.  

a) Elephantine, an Island in the Upper Nile River 

b) a small temple was build there c. 700 B.C. but destroyed by the Egyptians in c. 408 B.C. 

c) The Persian Governor Bagohi, in response to the Jews who asked permission to rebuild 
that temple ...  

d) ... wrote this order:  

(1) Memorandum of Bagohi and Delaiah. They said to me: “Let (this) indeed be a 
memorandum for you to say in Egypt before Arsames about the altar-house of 
the God of Heaven which (was) built in Elephantine the fortress, formerly, 
before Cambyses, which that wicked Vidranga demolished in year 14 [i.e., 408 
B.C.]: to rebuild it on its site as it was formerly and they shall offer the meal-
offering and the incense upon that altar as was (formerly) done.” 

(2) from John H. Walton: Illustrated Bible Background Comm. (p. 411) 

e) So, Ezra 6:3-5 is historically accurate and typical of Persian Kings. 

3. Mervin Breneman: Ezra-Ether: NAC; p. 69, 115 

In Ezra 6:3-5 we find an Aramaic version of the decree to rebuild the temple. It is often said to be 
the same decree, but there are some differences. In 6:3-5 only the rebuilding of the temple is 
referred to, not the return. Also it includes the return of the vessels. Ezra 1:2-4 and 6:3-5 could be 
shorter versions of a longer decree. What we have in Ezra 1 is the “royal proclamation” 
announced throughout the kingdom. “Thus there were (at least) two orders of Cyrus relevant to 
the return from captivity; a royal proclamation addressed to the Jews and published by the 
heralds everywhere in many languages, including Hebrew (Ezra 1), and on the other hand, a 
Memorandum to the royal treasurer, in Aramaic, which was not made public at this time.”  

Some commentators have doubted the veracity of the edict because it contains so many minute 
details of distinctively Jewish customs and because they think Cyrus would not have gone so far 
as to provide funds to help build the temple. However, it is possible that a Jewish scribe advised 
Cyrus on drawing up this decree. We have other documents from the reigns of Cyrus, Cambyses, 
and Darius that prove these kings gave similar support for the restoration of the cults of their 
subjected peoples in regions as widely separated as Babylon, Turkey, and Egypt.  

4. So, Darius responds to Tattenai’s enquiry by reinforcing the decree of Cyrus:  

a) “Now therefore, Tattenai, governor of the province Beyond the River, Shethar-bozenai, 
and your associates the governors who are in the province Beyond the River, keep away. 
Let the work on this house of God alone. Let the governor of the Jews and the elders of the 
Jews rebuild this house of God on its site. Moreover, I make a decree regarding what you 
shall do for these elders of the Jews for the rebuilding of this house of God. The cost is to 
be paid to these men in full and without delay from the royal revenue, the tribute of the 
province from Beyond the River. And whatever is needed—bulls, rams, or sheep for burnt 
offerings to the God of heaven, wheat, salt, wine, or oil, as the priests at Jerusalem 
require—let that be given to them day by day without fail, that they may offer pleasing 
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sacrifices to the God of heaven and pray for the life of the king and his sons. Also I make a 
decree that if anyone alters this edict, a beam shall be pulled out of his house, and he shall 
be impaled on it, and his house shall be made a dunghill. May the God who has caused his 
name to dwell there overthrow any king or people who shall put out a hand to alter this, 
or to destroy this house of God that is in Jerusalem. I Darius make a decree; let it be done 
with all diligence.” (Ezra 6:6-12) 

b) He not only repeats Cyrus’ decree but strengthens and expands it!  

c) Tattenai is to bear the full financial burden out of the treasury of the Satrapy “Beyond the 
River” ... 

d) ... and, he is to not only not hinder the work but to crucify anyone who does! “... a beam 
shall be pulled out of his house, and he shall be impaled on it ...” (6:11) 

e) Crucifixion was invented by the Persians, passed on to the Greeks, and turned in a science 
of execution by the Romans!  

5. The work continued and prospered:  

Then, according to the word sent by Darius the king, Tattenai, the governor of the province 
Beyond the River, Shethar-bozenai, and their associates did with all diligence what Darius the 
king had ordered. And the elders of the Jews built and prospered through the prophesying of 
Haggai the prophet and Zechariah the son of Iddo. (Ezra 6:13-14a) 

6. Note: “... And the elders of the Jews built and prospered through the prophesying (preaching) of 
Haggai the prophet and Zechariah the son of Iddo.” (6:14a) 

 

II. RENEWED PERSPECTIVE: Spiritual Kingdoms in Conflict (Zechariah 1:7-2:13) 

1. Between October, 520 B.C. and February 15, 519 B.C. Zechariah was given 8 visions from God and their 
accompanying oracles.  

a) note: during the years 520-516 B.C. in which the Second Temple was rebuilt. 

b) The Vision of the Patrols over the Earth (Horsemen; 1:7-17) 

c) The Vision Horns and Craftsmen (1:18-21) 

d) The Vison of a Man with a Measuring Rod (2:1-13) 

e) The Vision of Joshua the High Priest (3:1-10) 

f) The Vision of a Golden Lampstand (4:1-14) 

g) The Vision of The Flying Scroll (5:1-4) 

h) The Vision of the Evil Woman (5:5-11) 

i) The Vison of the Four Chariots (6:1-8) 

2. Probably one vision in 8 parts (8 pictures) 

3. Zechariah has 8 visions on February 15, 519 B.C., about 5 months into the resuming of the building 
project. Each given to encourage Israel.  
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4. Vision #1: The Riders Patrolling the Earth (Zech. 1:7-17) 

a) On the twenty-fourth day of the eleventh month, which is the month of Shebat, in the second 
year of Darius, the word of the Lord came to the prophet Zechariah, the son of Berechiah, son 
of Iddo, saying, “I saw in the night, and behold, a man riding on a red horse! He was 
standing among the myrtle trees in the glen, and behind him were red, sorrel, and white 
horses. Then I said, ‘What are these, my lord?’ The angel who talked with me said to me, ‘I 
will show you what they are.’ So the man who was standing among the myrtle trees answered, 
‘These are they whom the Lord has sent to patrol the earth.’ And they answered the angel of 
the Lord who was standing among the myrtle trees, and said, ‘We have patrolled the earth, 
and behold, all the earth remains at rest.’ Then the angel of the Lord said, ‘O Lord of hosts, 
how long will you have no mercy on Jerusalem and the cities of Judah, against which you 
have been angry these seventy years?’ And the Lord answered gracious and comforting words 
to the angel who talked with me. So the angel who talked with me said to me, ‘Cry out, Thus 
says the Lord of hosts: I am exceedingly jealous for Jerusalem and for Zion. And I am 
exceedingly angry with the nations that are at ease; for while I was angry but a little, they 
furthered the disaster. Therefore, thus says the Lord, I have returned to Jerusalem with 
mercy; my house shall be built in it, declares the Lord of hosts, and the measuring line shall 
be stretched out over Jerusalem. Cry out again, Thus says the Lord of hosts: My cities shall 
again overflow with prosperity, and the Lord will again comfort Zion and again choose 
Jerusalem.’” (Zech. 1:7-17) 

b) Young Zechariah sees “in the night vision” a man (angel) standing in the midst of a grove of 
myrtle trees. He is dismounted and resting his horse.  

c) There are three other mounted horsemen: two on red (bay) horses, one on a white horse and 
one on a sorrel (chestnut) horse. 

d) Probably four troops of numerous horses: a night patrol. 

e) The man, also referred to as the angel of the Lord, is the officer in charge of the patrol (the 
leader). 

f) The other 3 troops have come to report to him.  

g) Note: “the angel of the Lord” = Preincarnate Christ; Second Person; God the Son. 

h) They are assembled in “the glen” = the Kidron Valley outside of Jerusalem.  

i) Joyce Baldwin: Haggai-Malachi: TOTC; p. 95 

(1) The glen (RSV) or hollow (NEB) probably meant the lowest part of the Kidron 
valley outside Jerusalem, where there was a garden in pre-exilic times. If this is 
correct the Lord had returned to the outskirts of the city but, symbolically 
speaking, had not yet entered it because the Temple had not yet been completed.  

(2) The old “Kings Garden” in pre-exilic times 

j) The Report? “We have patrolled the earth, and, behold, all the earth remains at rest.” (v. 11) 

(1) literally: “all the earth is seated” 

(2) entrenched and under an enforced peace that was unjust and brutal.  
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(3) i.e., Darius had suppressed all rebellion and established his strong-armed rule.  

(4) Barry G. Webb: Zechariah: BST; p. 70 

The greater sin of the nations, and the chief cause of God’s anger at them, is 
that they are at rest and in peace, and feel secure. The angel of the Lord is 
particularly distressed about this state of affairs and asks how long God will 
allow it to continue, especially since the seventy years appointed for Israel’s 
punishment have now come to an end.  

k) Then the angel of the Lord said, ‘O Lord of hosts, how long will you have no mercy on 
Jerusalem and the cities of Judah, against which you have been angry these seventy years?’ 
(Zech. 1:12) 

(1) The Son of God recalls Jeremiah’s prophecies:  

This whole land shall become a ruin and a waste, and these nations shall serve 
the king of Babylon seventy years. Then after seventy years are completed, I 
will punish the king of Babylon and that nation, the land of the Chaldeans, for 
their iniquity, declares the Lord, making the land an everlasting waste. (Jer. 
25:11-12) 

For thus says the Lord: When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will 
visit you, and I will fulfill to you my promise and bring you back to this place. 
(Jer. 29:10) 

(2) How could the world be at peace while Jerusalem lay desolate?  

l) So God the Father answers His Son with “gracious and comforting words”  

(1) And the Lord answered gracious and comforting words to the angel who talked 
with me. So the angel who talked with me said to me, ‘Cry out, Thus says the Lord 
of hosts: I am exceedingly jealous for Jerusalem and for Zion. And I am 
exceedingly angry with the nations that are at ease; for while I was angry but a 
little, they furthered the disaster. Therefore, thus says the Lord, I have returned to 
Jerusalem with mercy; my house shall be built in it, declares the Lord of hosts, and 
the measuring line shall be stretched out over Jerusalem. Cry out again, Thus says 
the Lord of hosts: My cities shall again overflow with prosperity, and the Lord will 
again comfort Zion and again choose Jerusalem.’” (Zech. 1:13-17) 

(2) The Temple will be rebuilt 

(3) The Cities of Judah will be inhabited 

(4) Jerusalem will again be favored by the Lord.  

m) This is a great word of encouragement for the Jews rebuilding the Temple amidst much 
opposition!  

5. Vision #2: The Four Horns and Four Craftsmen (Zech. 1:18-21) 

a) And I lifted my eyes and saw, and behold, four horns! And I said to the angel who talked with 
me, “What are these?” And he said to me, “These are the horns that have scattered Judah, 
Israel, and Jerusalem.” Then the Lord showed me four craftsmen. And I said, “What are these 
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coming to do?” He said, “These are the horns that scattered Judah, so that no one raised his 
head. And these have come to terrify them, to cast down the horns of the nations who lifted up 
their horns against the land of Judah to scatter it.” (Zech. 1:18-21) 

b) Zechariah sees “four horns ... who have scattered Judah, Israel and Jerusalem” (v.19) 

c) “horns” symbols of the invincible strength of animals 

(1) Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Persia? Which four?  

(2) Four is the symbolical number of the world: the 4 corners of the globe, the four 
winds of the earth ... 

(3) North, South, East, West = the very places the mounted troops had just patrolled! 
(Vision #1) 

(4) In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon, Daniel saw a dream and visions of 
his head as he lay in his bed. Then he wrote down the dream and told the sum of 
the matter. Daniel declared, “I saw in my vision by night, and behold, the four 
winds of heaven were stirring up the great sea. And four great beasts came up out 
of the sea, different from one another. (Daniel 7:1-3) 

(5) I raised my eyes and saw, and behold, a ram standing on the bank of the canal. It 
had two horns, and both horns were high, but one was higher than the other, and 
the higher one came up last. (Daniel 8:3) 

d) H.C. Leopold: Zechariah; p. 47 

Generally speaking, “horns,” when used figuratively, typify power and strength. True, in 
Daniel, for example (Dan. 8:3), they specifically stand for mighty world-powers. But in 
this passage the difficulty would be to pick out the four powers that “have scattered 
Judah.” Many labored efforts have been made to make the findings in Daniel tally with 
this vision, but not very successfully. Or even if four is taken as the number of the world 
and is thought of as embracing the world-powers from every quarter of the globe, whether 
an exact four or fewer or more happen to be found engaged in harming God’s people, 
even then not everything is included that the figures embrace. The best interpretation is 
that which lets “horns” be “the symbol of world-power,” not “powers.” Then not only the 
nations as such are to be thought of but also every power, or resource, or effort that the 
world at large mobilizes to harm or destroy God’s people. Our vision is all-embracing 
enough to include all this.  

e) Then he sees four craftsmen (one corresponding to each horn/power) 

(1) Then the Lord showed me four craftsmen. And I said, “What are these coming to 
do?” He said, “These are the horns that scattered Judah, so that no one raised his 
head. And these have come to terrify them, to cast down the horns of the nations 
who lifted up their horns against the land of Judah to scatter it.” (Zech. 1:20-21) 

(2) “Craftsmen”: Who? Those working at the Temple!  

(3) Humble, lowly, weak, blue-collar laborers destroying the oppressors of the Church 
by doing the Lord’s work.  
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(4) Not power vs. power, but Spirit vs. the World!  

Then he said to me, “This is the word of the Lord to Zerubbabel: Not by might, 
nor by power, but by my Spirit, says the Lord of hosts. (Zech. 4:6) 

(5) Anthony R. Peterson: Zechariah: AOTC; p. 125 

If the power to overcome the nations comes from God’s dwelling in the rebuilt 
temple, then it is not necessary to see the craftsmen as powerful in themselves 
at all. And so in this vision there is a strange conjunction of power and 
weakness, with the weak overcoming the strong (to return to Tolkien, perhaps 
they are like the dwarves in The Lord of the Rings). This theme is a great 
rebuke, encouragement and comfort to God’s people today in the building 
project he has given – the building of Christ’s church. It is not by great power 
that the forces ranged against God’s people will be overcome, but by God 
himself. God’s people are simply called to be faithful in the building tasks he 
has given. 

(6) Great Word of encouragement: Doing God’s work in God’s way will 
overcome the world and build the Kingdom of God.  

6. Vision #3: Measuring the City of God (Zech. 2:1-13) 

a) And I lifted my eyes and saw, and behold, a man with a measuring line in his hand! Then I 
said, “Where are you going?” And he said to me, “To measure Jerusalem, to see what is its 
width and what is its length.” And behold, the angel who talked with me came forward, and 
another angel came forward to meet him and said to him, “Run, say to that young man, 
‘Jerusalem shall be inhabited as villages without walls, because of the multitude of people 
and livestock in it. And I will be to her a wall of fire all around, declares the Lord, and I will 
be the glory in her midst.’” Up! Up! Flee from the land of the north, declares the Lord. For I 
have spread you abroad as the four winds of the heavens, declares the Lord. Up! Escape to 
Zion, you who dwell with the daughter of Babylon. For thus said the Lord of hosts, after his 
glory sent me to the nations who plundered you, for he who touches you touches the apple of 
his eye: “Behold, I will shake my hand over them, and they shall become plunder for those 
who served them. Then you will know that the Lord of hosts has sent me. Sing and rejoice, O 
daughter of Zion, for behold, I come and I will dwell in your midst, declares the Lord. And 
many nations shall join themselves to the Lord in that day, and shall be my people. And I will 
dwell in your midst, and you shall know that the Lord of hosts has sent me to you. And the 
Lord will inherit Judah as his portion in the holy land, and will again choose Jerusalem.” Be 
silent, all flesh, before the Lord, for he has roused himself from his holy dwelling. (Zech. 2:1-
13) 

b) An angel (man) is measuring Jerusalem to determine her capacity to hold massive numbers of 
people!  

c) So many citizens that the city cannot hold them all –  

(1) and said to him, “Run, say to that young man, ‘Jerusalem shall be inhabited as 
villages without walls, because of the multitude of people and livestock in it. And I 
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will be to her a wall of fire all around, declares the Lord, and I will be the glory in 
her midst.’” (Zech. 2:4-5) 

(2) a city without walls 

(3) God’s glory will serve as “a wall of fire all around” to protect the People of God.  

(4) In that day the branch of the Lord shall be beautiful and glorious, and the fruit of 
the land shall be the pride and honor of the survivors of Israel. And he who is left 
in Zion and remains in Jerusalem will be called holy, everyone who has been 
recorded for life in Jerusalem, when the Lord shall have washed away the filth of 
the daughters of Zion and cleansed the bloodstains of Jerusalem from its midst by 
a spirit of judgment and by a spirit of burning. Then the Lord will create over the 
whole site of Mount Zion and over her assemblies a cloud by day, and smoke and 
the shining of a flaming fire by night; for over all the glory there will be a canopy. 
There will be a booth for shade by day from the heat, and for a refuge and a 
shelter from the storm and rain. (Isaiah 4:2-6) 

(5) Then the angel of God who was going before the host of Israel moved and went 
behind them, and the pillar of cloud moved from before them and stood behind 
them, And in the morning watch the Lord in the pillar of fire and of cloud looked 
down on the Egyptian forces and threw the Egyptian forces into a panic, (Ex. 
14:19, 24) 

d) A prophecy of the Restoration: exiles and captives coming from “the four winds” (v. 6) to 
return to Jerusalem.  

e) A prophecy of Jesus Christ, God Incarnate, dwelling in Jerusalem –  

Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion, for behold, I come and I will dwell in your midst, 
declares the Lord. (Zech. 2:10) 

f) And the Revival of Pentecost bringing the nations to God 

And many nations shall join themselves to the Lord in that day, and shall be my people. 
And I will dwell in your midst, and you shall know that the Lord of hosts has sent me to 
you. (Zech. 2:11) 

g) And God’s great Gospel mission over all nations –  

For thus said the Lord of hosts, after his glory sent me to the nations who plundered you, 
for he who touches you touches the apple of his eye: “Behold, I will shake my hand over 
them, and they shall become plunder for those who served them. Then you will know that 
the Lord of hosts has sent me. (Zech. 2:8-9) 

h) And God’s favor will return to the OT Church (and NT Church) once again!  

(1) And the Lord will inherit Judah as his portion in the holy land, and will again 
choose Jerusalem. (Zech. 2:12) 

(2) But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own 
possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of 
darkness into his marvelous light. Once you were not a people, but now you are 
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God's people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 
(1 Peter 2:9-10) 

7. Bottom line: “Be still, all flesh, before the Lord, for he has roused himself from his holy dwelling!” (v. 
13) 

a) The Lord is in his holy temple; 
the Lord's throne is in heaven; 
his eyes see, his eyelids test the children of man. 
The Lord tests the righteous, 
but his soul hates the wicked and the one who loves violence. (Ps. 11:4-5) 

b) But the Lord is in his holy temple; 
let all the earth keep silence before him.” (Hab. 2:20) 

c) “Be still, and know that I am God. 
I will be exalted among the nations, 
I will be exalted in the earth!” 
The Lord of hosts is with us; 
the God of Jacob is our fortress. Selah (Ps. 46:10-11) 

d) Stop worrying and complaining. God controls the world. 

• He patrols it. 

• He controls it. 

• He inhabits it.  

e) The world will someday be full of His glory!  

There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, 
and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 
And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, 
the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
the Spirit of counsel and might, 
the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 
And his delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. 
He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
or decide disputes by what his ears hear, 
but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, 
and faithfulness the belt of his loins. 
The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, 
and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, 
and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; 
and a little child shall lead them. 
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The cow and the bear shall graze; 
their young shall lie down together; 
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, 
and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder's den. 
They shall not hurt or destroy 
in all my holy mountain; 
for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord 
as the waters cover the sea. (Isaiah 11:1-9) 

8. The Lord reigns!  

Conclusion: In these passages God repeats something again, and again, and again ...  

1. In Haggai’s preaching and in Zechariah’s vision: “I will dwell with you ... I will be with you ... My Spirit 
will be with you ... I will be the glory in her midst ...” 

2. This is the promise of three great redemptive acts of God ... 

a) The Incarnation of the Son of God in Jesus Christ 

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of 
the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. (John 1:14) 

b) The Indwelling of the Holy Spirit in believers and the Church. 

Do you not know that you are God's temple and that God's Spirit dwells in you? If anyone 
destroys God's temple, God will destroy him. For God's temple is holy, and you are that 
temple. (1 Cor. 3:16-17) 

c) The Return of God in glory to inhabit the New Heaven and the New Earth, at the end of time.  

And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. 
And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, 
and its lamp is the Lamb. By its light will the nations walk, and the kings of the earth will 
bring their glory into it, and its gates will never be shut by day—and there will be no night 
there. They will bring into it the glory and the honor of the nations. (Rev. 21:22-26) 

No longer will there be anything accursed, but the throne of God and of the Lamb will be 
in it, and his servants will worship him. They will see his face, and his name will be on 
their foreheads. And night will be no more. They will need no light of lamp or sun, for the 
Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever. (Rev. 22:3-5) 

d) God coming into the world, first in Christ, then in the Spirit and finally in Glory and in 
Person!  

3. Bryan R. Gregory: Longing for God in an Age of Discouragement; p. 69 

What would it mean for the church to live as a foretaste of the new creation, to embody for the world 
the presence of God in her midst, to point the world to her glorious destiny when she will be filled 
with God’s immediate presence? What would it mean for us as individuals to “incarnate” the 
presence of God to those around us and into the institutions we serve and the callings we fulfill?  

4. I want you to see these four Spiritual Realities affecting us today:  
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a) First: King Darius decrees that if anyone opposed the work of “the God of Heaven” they 
should be crucified! 

(1) Also I make a decree that if anyone alters this edict, a beam shall be pulled out of 
his house, and he shall be impaled on it, and his house shall be made a dunghill. 
(Ezra 6:11) 

(2) All of us have done so, by the way we sin, live for ourselves, ignore the Church 
and break God’s law.  

(3) So, Jesus Christ was crucified in order to  

• pay for our transgressions, 

• build the Church of God 

• establish the Kingdom of God.  

(4) The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came 
into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost. (1 Tim. 1:15) 

(5) For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he 
might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, 
(1 Peter 3:18) 

(6) That Cross of Christ has shattered the power of Evil in our world.  

b) Second: Jesus Christ is patrolling the earth even to this day, sending out His ministers, 
missionaries and angels to gather the elect from the four corners of the earth ...  

(1) to bring the redeemed to heaven 

(2) to gather the unconverted for hell 

(3) But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will 
be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the 
earth. (Acts 1:8) 

(4) And this gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the whole world as 
a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come. (Matt. 24:14) 

(5) The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will gather out of his kingdom all 
causes of sin and all law-breakers, and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that 
place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine 
like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him hear. (Matt. 
13:41-43) 

(6) After this I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding back 
the four winds of the earth, that no wind might blow on earth or sea or against any 
tree. Then I saw another angel ascending from the rising of the sun, with the seal 
of the living God, and he called with a loud voice to the four angels who had been 
given power to harm earth and sea, saying, “Do not harm the earth or the sea or 
the trees, until we have sealed the servants of our God on their foreheads.” (Rev. 
7:1-3) 
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c) Third: We do the work of building God’s Kingdom by means of faithfulness to the callings 
God has given each of us ...  

(1) We are Christ’s craftsmen 

(2) And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and 
teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of 
Christ, (Eph. 4:11-12) 

(3) By sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ, we tear down the evil powers of this 
world –  

For though we walk in the flesh, we are not waging war according to the flesh. 
For the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but have divine power to 
destroy strongholds. We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised 
against the knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to obey Christ, 
(2 Cor. 10:3-5) 

(4) In our weakness, the power of God works in the world.  

But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made 
perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my 
weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me. For the sake of 
Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, 
and calamities. For when I am weak, then I am strong. (2 Cor. 12:9-10) 

(5) Little “nobodies” who we are, we are nevertheless the ambassadors of God’s 
Kingdom 

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed 
away; behold, the new has come. All this is from God, who through Christ 
reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in 
Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses 
against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. Therefore, we 
are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore 
you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. (2 Cor. 5:17-20) 

d) Fourth: As God progressively moves into the world, to take full possession of it once again, 
the opposition to Christ, His people and His Church intensifies!  

(1) We are not managing a small religious business here at Christ Covenant ...  

(2) We are building the Kingdom of God! And we are engaged in the cosmic conflict.  

(3) Now war arose in heaven, Michael and his angels fighting against the dragon. And 
the dragon and his angels fought back, but he was defeated, and there was no 
longer any place for them in heaven. And the great dragon was thrown down, that 
ancient serpent, who is called the devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole 
world—he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with 
him. And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, “Now the salvation and the 
power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ have come, for 
the accuser of our brothers has been thrown down, who accuses them day and 
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night before our God. And they have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and 
by the word of their testimony, for they loved not their lives even unto death. (Rev. 
12:7-11) 

(4) But the victory is ours! 

5. Young Zechariah reminded Jerusalem in 519 B.C. and Charlotte in 2017 A.D., that (1) Jesus wins in the 
end, (2) that the City of God is both built and inhabited by billions of God’s people, (3) that God is 
coming to live with us in glory, and (4) that we must confidently be about our little work for God’s 
Kingdom. 

a) And the elders of the Jews built and prospered through the prophesying of Haggai the prophet 
and Zechariah the son of Iddo. (Ezra 6:14a) 

b) Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the 
Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain. (1 Cor. 15:58) 

6. Mary A. Thomson, “O Zion, Haste, Your Mission High Fulfilling” (#444) 

O Zion, haste, your mission high fulfilling,  
to tell to all the world that God is light;  
that he who made all nations is not willing  
one soul should perish, lost in shades of night. (stanza 1) 

Proclaim to every people, tongue, and nation  
that God, in whom they live and move, is love;  
tell how he stooped to save his lost creation,  
and died on earth that man might live above. (stanza 3) 

Publish glad tidings, tidings of peace,  
tidings of Jesus, redemption, and release. (refrain) 

 

 


