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Zechariah 3:1-5:10     Ezra-Esther 
Restoring God-Fearing Community                       
ER1704                       

“The Temple Completed!” 

INTRODUCTION: Restoring God-fearing Community is not possible without the restoration of godly 
institutions and the reclamation of godly rituals.  

1. If we are ever going to see the restoration of a god-fearing mindset among the American people we’ve 
got to restore godly institutions and reclaim godly rituals. 

a) The local church must be spiritually renewed and made the centerpiece of our lives, instead 
of work, school, sports, recreation.  

b) The Sabbath Day must be reclaimed for a Sunday of rest, true worship (not loud, jumpy, 
glitzy entertainment), and ministry to people.  

c) Our holidays need to be reclaimed as holy days.  

(1) Christmas: Christ’s Birth, not crass consumerism. 

(2) Easter: Resurrection Day, not the reason for spring ski trips. 

(3) Thanksgiving: A day to give God thanks for our country and not the weekend of 
“Black Friday” 

d) Even our secular holidays must be rediscovered and reenergized –  

(1) Martin Luther King Day (Jan 17): Remember the Civil Rights movement and 
MLK 

(2) Presidents’ Day (Feb. 27): Washington’s B-day; celebrate our Presidents 

(3) Memorial Day: to honor those who died in combat. 

(4) Fourth of July: The Birthday of our Nation/ Decl. of Independence 

(5) Labor Day: to thank God for jobs and those who work 

(6) Columbus Day: to commemorate the “discovery” of America 

(7) Veteran’s Day: to honor all who served in the military. 

e) These days soon become caked with trendy political correctness. They need to be cleaned up! 

f) Over time people forget the reason why we celebrate, commemorate and codify all these 
historical reminders of our community life.  

2. I maintain: without holy days we forget how to be historic Christians and without holidays we forget 
how to be historic Americans. 

3. God saw the need for these things, so He included in the Hebrew Calendar holy days and certain 
Sabbaths.  

a) The Sabbath Day every week. A sign of the Covenant for Israel.  

(1) The 4th Commandment (and longest) 
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Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days you shall labor, and do all 
your work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God. On it you shall 
not do any work, you, or your son, or your daughter, your male servant, or your 
female servant, or your livestock, or the sojourner who is within your gates. For in 
six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and 
rested on the seventh day. Therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and made it 
holy. (Ex. 20:8-11) 

(2) And the Lord said to Moses, “You are to speak to the people of Israel and say, 
‘Above all you shall keep my Sabbaths, for this is a sign between me and you 
throughout your generations, that you may know that I, the Lord, sanctify you. You 
shall keep the Sabbath, because it is holy for you. Everyone who profanes it shall 
be put to death. Whoever does any work on it, that soul shall be cut off from among 
his people. Six days shall work be done, but the seventh day is a Sabbath of solemn 
rest, holy to the Lord. Whoever does any work on the Sabbath day shall be put to 
death. Therefore the people of Israel shall keep the Sabbath, observing the 
Sabbath throughout their generations, as a covenant forever. It is a sign forever 
between me and the people of Israel that in six days the Lord made heaven and 
earth, and on the seventh day he rested and was refreshed.’” And he gave to 
Moses, when he had finished speaking with him on Mount Sinai, the two tablets of 
the testimony, tablets of stone, written with the finger of God. (Exodus 31:12-18) 

b) Passover: Commemorating deliverance from Egypt under Moses 

c) Feast of Unleavened Bread: Remembering the unleavened bread of the Exodus 

d) First fruits: Offering of the 1st harvest in the Spring (Barley) 

e) Feast of Weeks (Pentecost): Celebrating the Summer Harvest (50 days after Passover) 

f) Feast of Trumpets: The Jewish New Year’s Day 

g) Day of Atonement: Yom Kippur; National Day of Prayer and Repentance 

h) Feast of Booths (Tabernacles): Re-enacting living in Booths during the 40 years of 
wandering in the wilderness 

i) The Sabbatical Year: every 7 years the land went untilled and unplanted to give the earth a 
“rest” 

j) The Year of Jubilee: every 49 years (7 x 7 sabbatical years) a grand “rest” was proclaimed: 
the earth went uncultivated; all debts were forgiven and all slaves went free.  

k) Later in history Israel would add two more holidays. 

(1) Purim (The Feast of Lots): Commemorating deliverance from holocaust under 
Queen Esther 

(2) Hanukkah (Feast of Lights): Purification of the Temple by the Sons of Maccabees 

4. How important were these days? When Israel neglected them they soon forgot the works of God on their 
behalf, and turned to idols. Eventually they were sent into 70 years of exile because they did not keep 
God’s Sabbatical years!  
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a) 70 was not just a random number. The Chronicler wrote:  
 He took into exile in Babylon those who had escaped from the sword, and they became 
servants to him and to his sons until the establishment of the kingdom of Persia, to fulfill 
the word of the Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah, until the land had enjoyed its Sabbaths. All 
the days that it lay desolate it kept Sabbath, to fulfill seventy years. (2 Chron. 36:20-21) 

b) O. Palmer Robertson: The Christ of the Prophets; p. 339 

“Seventy” was not simply a random number that determined the length of Israel’s years in 
captivity. As the inspired historian of Israel indicated, their captivity lasted for seventy 
years because of Israel’s neglect of the sabbatical-year principle (2 Chron. 36:21). This 
analysis of the seventy years of Israel’s captivity finds its root even more deeply in 
redemptive history, going back to the witness of the Pentateuch. The threat of the 
covenantal curse for Israel’s disobedience was that they would be expelled from the land 
of their inheritance, so that “the land will have the rest it did not have during the sabbaths 
you lived in it” (Lev. 26:35 NIV) 

c) Moses had warned Israel of the importance of these Festivals, Holy Days and Sabbaticals:  

And I will scatter you among the nations, and I will unsheathe the sword after you, and 
your land shall be a desolation, and your cities shall be a waste. “Then the land shall 
enjoy its Sabbaths as long as it lies desolate, while you are in your enemies' land; then the 
land shall rest, and enjoy its Sabbaths. As long as it lies desolate it shall have rest, the rest 
that it did not have on your Sabbaths when you were dwelling in it. (Lev. 26:33-35) 

d) i.e., because they ignored the Sabbath principle and neglected the Sabbatical year.  

e) How long? 490 years; 70 times they neglected to take a Sabbatical year = 70 years of 
captivity.  

5. By the way: How does one calculate the 70 years of exile? When does one start? There are actually two 
70-year periods –  

a) overlapping simultaneously 

b) In 605 B.C. Nebuchadnezzar took the first wave of exiles into captivity: Daniel and his 
friends. 

(1) 605 to 536 B.C. (Exile to Return under Persia)  

(2) In the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus, by descent a Mede, who was made 
king over the realm of the Chaldeans— in the first year of his reign, I, Daniel, 
perceived in the books the number of years that, according to the word of the Lord 
to Jeremiah the prophet, must pass before the end of the desolations of Jerusalem, 
namely, seventy years. (Daniel 9:1-20 

c) In 586/ 585 B.C. Nebuchadnezzar destroyed the Temple and took the resident of Jerusalem 
and Judah, en masse, into captivity.  

(1) 586/ 585 to 516/ 515 B.C. (Solomon’s Temple to Second Temple) 

(2) Completion of the Second Temple on March 12, 516/ 515 B.C. 

(3) Derek Kidner: Ezra; TOTC; p. 59 
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The Temple was finished by the last month of 516, only four-and-a-half years 
after Haggai’s first call to action. It was also – though nothing is made of this 
here – roughly seventy years since the destruction of Solomon’s Temple.  

6. All this history brings us to our passage tonight: The Temple Completed!  

I. THE RE-ENGAGEMENT IN GOD-CENTERED LIVING   (Ezra 6:13-22) 

A. The Rebuilding of the Temple (6:13-15) 

1. Then, according to the word sent by Darius the king, Tattenai, the governor of the province Beyond 
the River, Shethar-bozenai, and their associates did with all diligence what Darius the king had 
ordered. And the elders of the Jews built and prospered through the prophesying of Haggai the 
prophet and Zechariah the son of Iddo. They finished their building by decree of the God of Israel 
and by decree of Cyrus and Darius and Artaxerxes king of Persia; and this house was finished on the 
third day of the month of Adar, in the sixth year of the reign of Darius the king. (Ezra 6:13-15) 

2. Tattenai and Shethar-bozenai do exactly what King Darius had commanded them to do –  

a) Then, according to the word sent by Darius the king, Tattenai, the governor of the 
province Beyond the River, Shethar-bozenai, and their associates did with all diligence 
what Darius the king had ordered. (Ezra 6:13) 

b) They funded the Temple project 100% 

c) They provided for all the temple animals and grain for sacrifices 

d) They did not hinder or discourage the Jews in their work.  

3. So, in a mere 4 ½ years (Sept 21, 520 to March 12, 515 B.C.) the temple was completed. 

a) Note: It took Solomon 7 years to build his Temple.  

b) Just a note: Solomon’s Temple lasted almost 400 years! But this temple would remain for 
over 585 years! 

(1) Defiled but rededicated in 167 B.C.  

(2) Expanded and Enriched by King Herod (c. 31 B.C. – 16 A.D.)  

(3) Visited by Jesus Christ, several times (c. 30-34 A.D.) 

(4) Destroyed Rome in 70 A.D. 

4. Alongside this eager building project, the preaching of Haggai and Zechariah took place:  

a) And the elders of the Jews built and prospered through the prophesying of Haggai the 
prophet and Zechariah the son of Iddo. They finished their building by decree of the God 
of Israel and by decree of Cyrus and Darius and Artaxerxes king of Persia; (Ezra 6:14) 

b) We have their messages from 520-518 B.C. But were there more sermons?  

c) F. Charles Fensham: Ezra-Nehemiah: NICOT; p. 92 

For some scholars, this is a problem. How could they have inspired the completion of 
the temple, if their prophecies had stopped three or four years earlier? It is probable, 
however, that they pronounced prophecies which were not taken up in the canonical 



 

ER1704 
 

5 

books of the Bible. We must accept that not every pronouncement of a prophet has 
been transmitted to us.  

d) Incidentally: Zechariah’s messages of Zech. 8-14 are undated. Perhaps some of these 
messages were preached in 517, 516 or 515 B.C. (?) 

5. On March 12, 515 B.C. the Temple was finished –  

a) and this house was finished on the third day of the month of Adar, in the sixth year of the 
reign of Darius the king. (Ezra 6:15) 

b) The centerpiece of Jewish religious, social and even political life was once again in place.  

c) F. Charles Fensham: Ezra-Nehemiah: NICOT; p. 93 

Since the temple of Solomon had been destroyed in 586 B.C., the Jewish religious 
community could not have functioned satisfactorily, because during the almost four 
hundred years of its existence, the temple of Solomon had such a firm hold on the 
cultic and liturgical practices that religion without it seemed unthinkable. Now all 
these religious practices could be exercised again.  

d) Daily sacrifices for sin, celebrations of the Holy Days, the National Day of Repentance, 
and weekly Sabbath services could resume once more after a 70-year cessation!  

e) Now the Babylonian captivity and exile were truly over!  

B. Rededicating the Temple (6:16-18) 

1. And the people of Israel, the priests and the Levites, and the rest of the returned exiles, celebrated the 
dedication of this house of God with joy. They offered at the dedication of this house of God 100 
bulls, 200 rams, 400 lambs, and as a sin offering for all Israel 12 male goats, according to the 
number of the tribes of Israel. And they set the priests in their divisions and the Levites in their 
divisions, for the service of God at Jerusalem, as it is written in the Book of Moses. (Ezra 6:16-18) 

2. This dedication of the New Temple was a celebration of “joy”  

a) “dedication” = the Hebrew Hanukkah 

b) What would in 350 years become another holy day, only this time because of a cleansing 
of the Temple.  

3. The number of the animals sacrificed were much fewer than those sacrificed at Solomon’s dedication. 

a) Solomon: 22,000 cattle and 120,000 sheep and goats, also accompanied by a huge feast 
for all the people. 

b) Second Temple: 100 bulls, 200 rams, 400 lambs 

c) But they added something Solomon left out: a sin offering for all of Israel: 12 goats; one 
for each of the 12 tribes of Israel.  

d) an offering for sin, for the 12 tribes, since they had been 70 years without the ability to do 
so.  

e) Faith and Confession:  Restoration by God’s grace from all that sent them into 
destruction, dispersion, captivity and exile.  
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4. They’d laid the foundation stones 21 years earlier, but now they were “functional” again, with a 
Temple at the center of Jerusalem, Judea and Jewish life.  

5. They took care to re-organize the Priests and Levites “as it is written in the Book of Moses”  

a) i.e., as Moses set forth in Exodus-Deuteronomy 

b) The Lord spoke to Moses, saying, “Take Aaron and his sons with him, and the garments 
and the anointing oil and the bull of the sin offering and the two rams and the basket of 
unleavened bread. And assemble all the congregation at the entrance of the tent of 
meeting.” And Moses did as the Lord commanded him, and the congregation was 
assembled at the entrance of the tent of meeting. (Leviticus 8:1-4) 

c) The anointing of the Priests, and the organization of the Levites in their division of temple 
work.  

d) Actually, it was David who organized the Levites and Temple servants (1 Chron. 23-26) 

e) But it was the authority of Moses that laid down the distinctions between Priest and 
Levites ...  

f) ... which David refined ...  

The divisions of the sons of Aaron were these. The sons of Aaron: Nadab, Abihu, 
Eleazar, and Ithamar. But Nadab and Abihu died before their father and had no 
children, so Eleazar and Ithamar became the priests. With the help of Zadok of the 
sons of Eleazar, and Ahimelech of the sons of Ithamar, David organized them 
according to the appointed duties in their service. Since more chief men were found 
among the sons of Eleazar than among the sons of Ithamar, they organized them under 
sixteen heads of fathers' houses of the sons of Eleazar, and eight of the sons of 
Ithamar. They divided them by lot, all alike, for there were sacred officers and officers 
of God among both the sons of Eleazar and the sons of Ithamar. (1 Chron. 24:1-5) 

g) ... and the Second Temple Jews reinstated.  

 

C. The Reinstitution of the Passover (6:19-22) 

1. On the fourteenth day of the first month, the returned exiles kept the Passover. For the priests and the 
Levites had purified themselves together; all of them were clean. So they slaughtered the Passover 
lamb for all the returned exiles, for their fellow priests, and for themselves. It was eaten by the people 
of Israel who had returned from exile, and also by every one who had joined them and separated 
himself from the uncleanness of the peoples of the land to worship the Lord, the God of Israel. And 
they kept the Feast of Unleavened Bread seven days with joy, for the Lord had made them joyful and 
had turned the heart of the king of Assyria to them, so that he aided them in the work of the house of 
God, the God of Israel. (Ezra 6:19-22) 

2. The first holy festival celebrated in this new temple was Passover: in late April, just a month after the 
dedication service.  

a) the first one in over 70 years! 

b) as Passover had then come to be celebrated.  
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3. In the original days, prior to the Temple, the head of the home celebrated the Passover and 
slaughtered the lamb. If he was ceremonially clean (consecrated). 

4. If he was not, or there was no head of household, then a Levite in the Temple sacrificed the Passover 
Lamb for the family:  

For there were many in the assembly who had not consecrated themselves. Therefore the Levites 
had to slaughter the Passover lamb for everyone who was not clean, to consecrate it to the Lord. 
(2 Chron. 30:17) 

5. By the time of King Josiah, the Levites were slaughtering Passover lambs for all who came to 
Jerusalem.  

Josiah kept a Passover to the Lord in Jerusalem. And they slaughtered the Passover lamb on the 
fourteenth day of the first month. He appointed the priests to their offices and encouraged them in 
the service of the house of the Lord. And he said to the Levites who taught all Israel and who were 
holy to the Lord, “Put the holy ark in the house that Solomon the son of David, king of Israel, 
built. You need not carry it on your shoulders. Now serve the Lord your God and his people 
Israel. Prepare yourselves according to your fathers' houses by your divisions, as prescribed in 
the writing of David king of Israel and the document of Solomon his son. And stand in the Holy 
Place according to the groupings of the fathers' houses of your brothers the lay people, and 
according to the division of the Levites by fathers' household. And slaughter the Passover lamb, 
and consecrate yourselves, and prepare for your brothers, to do according to the word of the 
Lord by Moses.” (2 Chron. 35:1-6) 

6. In homes dispersed abroad, Rabbis and Fathers prepared the Passover meal.  

7. But in the New Temple – as in Jesus’ day – the Levites sacrificed the Passover because of the 
peoples’ uncleanness, after 70 years in exile.  

On the fourteenth day of the first month, the returned exiles kept the Passover. For the priests and 
the Levites had purified themselves together; all of them were clean. So they slaughtered the 
Passover lamb for all the returned exiles, for their fellow priests, and for themselves. (Ezra 6:19-
20) 

8. Note, Ezra uses the word Israel instead of his regular word Jews to describe who partook of the Feast: 
all Israelites, were welcomed.  

a) Those who’d gone into captivity and returned 

b) Those who’d stayed in Judea for the 70 years 

c) All the Jews who remained in the Northern Kingdom 

d) Every Jew who’d returned from the Assyrian dispersion 

e) ... as long as they had dedicated themselves to God once again.  

9. It was a joyful celebration. They “felt” like Israel again. They worshipped, and sang and ate like 
Israel again. They had their unique identity as Israel again – because they had The Temple!  

10. Imagine trying to be an American without the 4th of July or Thanksgiving Day, without the White 
House or The Capital Building, without the privilege and freedom to visit the National Cathedral in 
Washington, D.C.! 
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11. Or, worse yet, trying to live as a Christian without the local church, Easter Sunday or Christmas 
service, or the rich heritage of the Apostles’ Creed, Baptism or our Catechisms! Impossible! 

12. J. G. McConville: Ezra-Esther: DBS; p. 43 

There is a paradox here which is still true of the people of God. The Church only has an identity 
when it takes it from the events which constituted it centuries ago, viz. the Cross and Resurrection 
of Jesus Christ, and when it associates itself with all those who have proclaimed them ever since. 
In doing so it resembles the exiles’ self-identification through the act of deliverance in Babylon. 
At every stage in its history, it seems, God’s people must have a foundational experience of his 
disposition to deliver from bondage. Nevertheless, far from being “always the same,” the Church 
is always changing, growing, composed of new generations and new kinds of people. Its very 
nature is to be open. And the only qualification for membership is a heartfelt commitment of mind 
and soul to the God who “was in Christ Jesus reconciling the world to himself.”  

13. Interesting fact: The Book of Ezra was written in 2 languages. 

a) Part I: Ezra 1-6, in Aramaic, the Persian legal language. For all peoples to read.  

b) Part II: Ezra 7-10, in Hebrew, the tongue of the Jews. The story of God’s revival of the 
Jews under Ezra.  

c) The Aramaic Section has now come to a close.  

II. THE REVISIONING OF A GOD-CENTERED WORLDVIEW (Zechariah 3:1-5:11) 

*Zechariah, in 519-518 B.C., once again shares with the Jews four more of his 8 visions of the Restored 
Community. 

A. The Vision of Joshua the High Priest (Zech. 3:1-10) 

1. Then he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the Lord, and Satan standing 
at his right hand to accuse him. And the Lord said to Satan, “The Lord rebuke you, O Satan! The 
Lord who has chosen Jerusalem rebuke you! Is not this a brand plucked from the fire?” Now Joshua 
was standing before the angel, clothed with filthy garments. And the angel said to those who were 
standing before him, “Remove the filthy garments from him.” And to him he said, “Behold, I have 
taken your iniquity away from you, and I will clothe you with pure vestments.” And I said, “Let them 
put a clean turban on his head.” So they put a clean turban on his head and clothed him with 
garments. And the angel of the Lord was standing by. And the angel of the Lord solemnly assured 
Joshua, “Thus says the Lord of hosts: If you will walk in my ways and keep my charge, then you shall 
rule my house and have charge of my courts, and I will give you the right of access among those who 
are standing here. Hear now, O Joshua the high priest, you and your friends who sit before you, for 
they are men who are a sign: behold, I will bring my servant the Branch. For behold, on the stone 
that I have set before Joshua, on a single stone with seven eyes, I will engrave its inscription, 
declares the Lord of hosts, and I will remove the iniquity of this land in a single day. In that day, 
declares the Lord of hosts, every one of you will invite his neighbor to come under his vine and under 
his fig tree.” (Zech. 3:1-10) 

2. Joshua the High Priest stands before The Angel of the Lord (Son of God) clothed with filthy priestly 
robes, and Satan stands accusing him – no doubt of personal sin, ceremonial uncleanness and 
unfitness for ministry. 
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3. The Preincarnate Christ rebukes Satan in the Father’s name: “The Lord rebuke you, O Satan!” 

4. He tells Joshua three things –  

a) First: That Joshua was forgiven and was to be clothed with pure garments to reflect the 
righteousness God had given him. 

And the angel said to those who were standing before him, “Remove the filthy 
garments from him.” And to him he said, “Behold, I have taken your iniquity away 
from you, and I will clothe you with pure vestments.” And I said, “Let them put a 
clean turban on his head.” So they put a clean turban on his head and clothed him 
with garments. And the angel of the Lord was standing by. (Zech. 3:4-5) 

b) Second: That if Joshua was faithful in ministry he would be honored among the Angels 
and Saints in heaven.  

And the angel of the Lord solemnly assured Joshua, “Thus says the Lord of hosts: If 
you will walk in my ways and keep my charge, then you shall rule my house and have 
charge of my courts, and I will give you the right of access among those who are 
standing here. (Zech. 3:6-7) 

c) Third: That Joshua and his fellow priests were a sign pointing to a greater priest known as 
the Branch who would remove all of Israel’s sins in a single day!  

(1) Hear now, O Joshua the high priest, you and your friends who sit before you, 
for they are men who are a sign: behold, I will bring my servant the Branch. 
For behold, on the stone that I have set before Joshua, on a single stone with 
seven eyes, I will engrave its inscription, declares the Lord of hosts, and I will 
remove the iniquity of this land in a single day. In that day, declares the Lord 
of hosts, every one of you will invite his neighbor to come under his vine and 
under his fig tree.” (Zech. 3:8-10) 

(2) Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will raise up for David 
a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall 
execute justice and righteousness in the land. (Jer. 23:5) 

(3) There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, 
and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 
And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, 
the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
the Spirit of counsel and might, 
the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 
And his delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. 
He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
or decide disputes by what his ears hear, 
but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, 
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and faithfulness the belt of his loins. (Isa. 11:1-5) 

d) This High Priest (Jesus Christ) is pictured as a stone with seven facets/faces/eyes and 
engraved with an inscription.  

(1) Joyce Baldwin: Zechariah: TOTC; p. 116 

“I will engrave its inscription” suggests a commemorative stone of some 
kind, and the fact that the Assyrian and Babylonian kings set such stones in 
the foundations of buildings to perpetuate their memory has inclined some 
commentators to the view that Zechariah had a foundation stone in mind 
here.  

(2) you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a 
holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus 
Christ. For it stands in Scripture: 

“Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, 
a cornerstone chosen and precious, 
and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe, 
“The stone that the builders rejected 
has become the cornerstone,” 
and “A stone of stumbling, 
and a rock of offense.” (1 Peter 2:5-8) 

5. Here is the promise of the coming Messiah, Jesus Christ, who will be both a king and a priest.  

a) A son of David, a Branch of the Tribe of Judah 

b) The Perfect Priest, a Priest who will atone for all our sins. 

c) “in a single day” – on the cross, on Calvary, on Good Friday. 

d) “You are a priest forever, 
after the order of Melchizedek.” (Heb. 6:19; 7:16-17) 

6. As they began the ministry of this Second Temple they were told that someday, into that same 
Temple, would come Jesus of Nazareth. 

My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, 
we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. He is the propitiation for our 
sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. (1 John 2:1-2) 

B. The Vision of The Golden Lampstand (Zech. 4:1-14) 

1. And the angel who talked with me came again and woke me, like a man who is awakened out of his 
sleep. And he said to me, “What do you see?” I said, “I see, and behold, a lampstand all of gold, with 
a bowl on the top of it, and seven lamps on it, with seven lips on each of the lamps that are on the top 
of it. And there are two olive trees by it, one on the right of the bowl and the other on its left.” And I 
said to the angel who talked with me, “What are these, my lord?” Then the angel who talked with me 
answered and said to me, “Do you not know what these are?” I said, “No, my lord.” Then he said to 
me, “This is the word of the Lord to Zerubbabel: Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, says 
the Lord of hosts. Who are you, O great mountain? Before Zerubbabel you shall become a plain. And 
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he shall bring forward the top stone amid shouts of ‘Grace, grace to it!’” Then the word of the Lord 
came to me, saying, “The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of this house; his hands shall 
also complete it. Then you will know that the Lord of hosts has sent me to you. For whoever has 
despised the day of small things shall rejoice, and shall see the plumb line in the hand of Zerubbabel. 
“These seven are the eyes of the Lord, which range through the whole earth.” Then I said to him, 
“What are these two olive trees on the right and the left of the lampstand?” And a second time I 
answered and said to him, “What are these two branches of the olive trees, which are beside the two 
golden pipes from which the golden oil is poured out?” He said to me, “Do you not know what these 
are?” I said, “No, my lord.” Then he said, “These are the two anointed ones who stand by the Lord 
of the whole earth.” (Zech. 4:1-14) 

2. Zechariah sees a menorah (Temple Lampstand) being fed by two olive trees, one on the right and one 
on the left.  

3. Zechariah is told that these two olive trees are God’s “two anointed ones” 

a) i.e., Zerubbabel the governor and Joshua the high priest. 

b) the olive oil from the Lamp is not coming from Joshua and Zerubbabel, but to them.  

c) The Lamp is supplying them with oil!  

4. Then the Angel explains:  

a) Then he said to me, “This is the word of the Lord to Zerubbabel: Not by might, nor by 
power, but by my Spirit, says the Lord of hosts. Who are you, O great mountain? Before 
Zerubbabel you shall become a plain. And he shall bring forward the top stone amid 
shouts of ‘Grace, grace to it!’” (Zech. 4:6-7) 

b) The Lamp, with 7 lights = 7 eyes of the Lord = the Holy Spirit, who empowers the 
governor and the priest. 

c) From the throne came flashes of lightning, and rumblings and peals of thunder, and 
before the throne were burning seven torches of fire, which are the seven spirits of God, 
(Rev. 4:5) 

5. God’s message was clear: Israel would accomplish God’s work by means of the Power of the Holy 
Spirit.  

a) Who had enabled Zerubbabel to lay the Temple’s foundation ...  

b) ... through the Holy Spirit he would also complete the Temple ...  

Then the word of the Lord came to me, saying, “The hands of Zerubbabel have laid 
the foundation of this house; his hands shall also complete it. Then you will know that 
the Lord of hosts has sent me to you. (Zech. 4:8-9) 

c) ... and God’s saints should never “despise the day of small things” when the Holy Spirit is 
behind them!  

d) Rejoice, the Jews would see Zerubbabel measuring the finished Temple!  

For whoever has despised the day of small things shall rejoice, and shall see the 
plumb line in the hand of Zerubbabel. (Zech. 4:10) 
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6. God would someday come in the small thing of a baby in a manger, the son of a carpenter, one lone, 
itinerant preacher, once a broken and dead man on a cross. But He would be full of the Spirit and 
Power to bring salvation to the world. 

C. The Vision of a Flying Scroll (Zech. 5:1-4) 

1. Again I lifted my eyes and saw, and behold, a flying scroll! And he said to me, “What do you see?” I 
answered, “I see a flying scroll. Its length is twenty cubits, and its width ten cubits.” Then he said to 
me, “This is the curse that goes out over the face of the whole land. For everyone who steals shall be 
cleaned out according to what is on one side, and everyone who swears falsely shall be cleaned out 
according to what is on the other side. I will send it out, declares the Lord of hosts, and it shall enter 
the house of the thief, and the house of him who swears falsely by my name. And it shall remain in his 
house and consume it, both timber and stones.” (Zech. 5:1-4) 

2. Zechariah sees a scroll, 30 feet long and 15 feet wide, flying over the whole earth, apparently written 
on both sides.  

3. The heavenly interpreter tells him it is God’s curse (judgement) going out to mankind because they 
broke the Laws of God.  

a) The scroll is a royal decree, deliberately set alongside the royal decree of Darius. 

b) The King of Heaven is giving a royal warning, like Darius did –  

(1) Also I make a decree that if anyone alters this edict, a beam shall be pulled out 
of his house, and he shall be impaled on it, and his house shall be made a 
dunghill. (Ezra 6:11) 

(2) I will send it out, declares the Lord of hosts, and it shall enter the house of the 
thief, and the house of him who swears falsely by my name. And it shall remain 
in his house and consume it, both timber and stones.” (Zech. 5:4) 

4. Once again, Jesus would warn us of the same thing: the eternal ruin of violating the Word of God and 
rejecting or ignoring the Gospel:  

a) You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is 
they that bear witness about me, yet you refuse to come to me that you may have life. Do 
not think that I will accuse you to the Father. There is one who accuses you: Moses, on 
whom you have set your hope.  For if you believed Moses, you would believe me; for he 
wrote of me. (John 5:39-40, 45-46) 

b) If anyone hears my words and does not keep them, I do not judge him; for I did not come 
to judge the world but to save the world. The one who rejects me and does not receive my 
words has a judge; the word that I have spoken will judge him on the last day. For I have 
not spoken on my own authority, but the Father who sent me has himself given me a 
commandment—what to say and what to speak. And I know that his commandment is 
eternal life. What I say, therefore, I say as the Father has told me.” (John 12:47-50) 

D. The Vision of the Woman of Wickedness (Zech. 5:5-11) 

1. Then the angel who talked with me came forward and said to me, “Lift your eyes and see what this is 
that is going out.” And I said, “What is it?” He said, “This is the basket that is going out.” And he 
said, “This is their iniquity in all the land.” And behold, the leaden cover was lifted, and there was a 
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woman sitting in the basket! And he said, “This is Wickedness.” And he thrust her back into the 
basket, and thrust down the leaden weight on its opening. Then I lifted my eyes and saw, and behold, 
two women coming forward! The wind was in their wings. They had wings like the wings of a stork, 
and they lifted up the basket between earth and heaven. Then I said to the angel who talked with me, 
“Where are they taking the basket?” He said to me, “To the land of Shinar, to build a house for it. 
And when this is prepared, they will set the basket down there on its base.” (Zech. 5:5-11) 

2. Zechariah sees a small basket with a lead lid. When it is open, he sees inside a woman sitting in it. 
She is identified as “iniquity” (an ephah: 2/3 of a bushel)  

3. Two other women with stork-like wings swoop down, pick up the basket and the woman, and carry 
them to the “land of Shinar” 

a) i.e., to Babylon 

b) Why? To build a house for it 

(1) for the basket 

(2) for the woman 

c) i.e., a temple devoted to wickedness in Babylon 

4. What a contrast: The Holy Temple of Jerusalem which once housed  

a) The ark of the Covenant and the Tablets of the Law 

b) The Presence of God’s Glory (Jesus Christ) 

c) With two winged cherubim 

5. As opposed to the Temple of Babylon which houses 

a) The Basket of iniquity 

b) and the goddess of wickedness 

c) with two stork-like creatures (an unclean bird) 

6. The woman was a harlot: The Whore of Babylon 

7. Meredith Cline: Glory in our Midst; p. 187, 189 

The woman’s name, “Wickedness”, also connotes harlotry, the harlotry of apostasy from the 
covenant Lord. The dominant use of the verb (especially in exilic and postexilic texts) is with 
reference to Israel’s breaking of the covenant in spite of God’s faithfulness in keeping it. The 
wickedness of departing from God. At times the imagery of harlotry is explicitly applied to the 
way of the wicked.  

Now the enshrinement of the ephah-god is an act of enthronement. If then the woman shares in 
the treatment received by the ephah, she too would be enthroned at the prepared place. She would 
“sit a queen” over the great city Babylon.  

8. We are in no doubt about whom this great whore is: Babylon 

a) Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and said to me, “Come, I will 
show you the judgment of the great prostitute who is seated on many waters, with whom 
the kings of the earth have committed sexual immorality, and with the wine of whose 
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sexual immorality the dwellers on earth have become drunk.” And he carried me away in 
the Spirit into a wilderness, and I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast that was full of 
blasphemous names, and it had seven heads and ten horns. The woman was arrayed in 
purple and scarlet, and adorned with gold and jewels and pearls, holding in her hand a 
golden cup full of abominations and the impurities of her sexual immorality. And on her 
forehead was written a name of mystery: “Babylon the great, mother of prostitutes and of 
earth's abominations.” And I saw the woman, drunk with the blood of the saints, the blood 
of the martyrs of Jesus. (Rev. 17:1-6) 

b) Babylon: The great city of paganism Nimrod built 

c) Babylon: The center of the tower of Babel and godless human culture; birthplace of formal 
pagan religions. 

d) Babylon: The Enemy of Israel and place of her 70 years in exile. 

e) Babylon: The code word for all human systems joined together to offer a demonic 
alternative to the Kingdom of God, salvation in Christ, worship in the Spirit and truth.  

f) So ... Peter would write to us, from Rome: “She (the church) who is in Babylon sends you 
greetings ...” (1 Peter 5:13) 

9. There will always be a counter-movement of Satan in the world ...  

a) a godless world order (Jesus calls “the world”) 

b) a Christless religion (the Bible calls idolatry)  

c) a devotion of life to things other than God (called “harlotry”) 

d) Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the 
Father is not in him. For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and the desires of 
the eyes and pride of life—is not from the Father but is from the world. And the world is 
passing away along with its desires, but whoever does the will of God abides forever. (1 
John 2:15-17) 

Conclusion: But in all this there is great encouragement. Please notice a common thread of truth in all these 
visions ...  

1. Jesus Christ! 

2. Jesus Christ clothes us in his own righteousness and removes the filthy garments, and prepares us to 
stand before God in pure glory.  

And the angel said to those who were standing before him, “Remove the filthy garments from him.” 
And to him he said, “Behold, I have taken your iniquity away from you, and I will clothe you with 
pure vestments.” (Zech. 3:4) 

Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the roar of many waters and like 
the sound of mighty peals of thunder, crying out, 
 “Hallelujah!  
For the Lord our God 
the Almighty reigns. 
Let us rejoice and exult 
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and give him the glory, 
for the marriage of the Lamb has come, 
and his Bride has made herself ready; 
it was granted her to clothe herself 
with fine linen, bright and pure”— 
for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints. (Rev. 19:6-8) 

3. Jesus Christ gives us the gift of the Holy Spirit to empower us for daily living and powerful ministry – 
even in the “day of small things” 

Then he said to me, “This is the word of the Lord to Zerubbabel: Not by might, nor by power, but by 
my Spirit, says the Lord of hosts. (Zech. 4:6) 

And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, even the Spirit 
of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, 
for he dwells with you and will be in you. (John 14:16-17) 

Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the 
Helper will not come to you. But if I go, I will send him to you. And when he comes, he will convict 
the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment: concerning sin, because they do not 
believe in me; concerning righteousness, because I go to the Father, and you will see me no longer; 
concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged. (John 16:7-11) 

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” (Acts 1:8) 

4. Jesus Christ will come to “judge the living and the dead,” and to open the Book of Judgment. 

For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son also to have life in himself. And he 
has given him authority to execute judgment, because he is the Son of Man. (John 5:26-27) 

The one who rejects me and does not receive my words has a judge; the word that I have spoken will 
judge him on the last day. (John 12:48) 

Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. From his presence earth and sky fled 
away, and no place was found for them. And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the 
throne, and books were opened. Then another book was opened, which is the book of life. And the 
dead were judged by what was written in the books, according to what they had done. And the sea 
gave up the dead who were in it, Death and Hades gave up the dead who were in them, and they were 
judged, each one of them, according to what they had done. Then Death and Hades were thrown into 
the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. And if anyone's name was not found written 
in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire. (Rev. 20:11-15) 

5. Jesus Christ “keeps the lid” on Wickedness and controls Babylon, until the day He destroys her with the 
word of His mouth! 

After this I saw another angel coming down from heaven, having great authority, and the earth was 
made bright with his glory. And he called out with a mighty voice, 
 “Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great! 
She has become a dwelling place for demons, 
a haunt for every unclean spirit, 
a haunt for every unclean bird, 
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a haunt for every unclean and detestable beast. 
For all nations have drunk 
the wine of the passion of her sexual immorality, 
and the kings of the earth have committed immorality with her, 
and the merchants of the earth have grown rich from the power of her luxurious living.” (Rev. 18:1-
3) 

Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! The one sitting on it is called Faithful and 
True, and in righteousness he judges and makes war. His eyes are like a flame of fire, and on his 
head are many diadems, and he has a name written that no one knows but himself. He is clothed in a 
robe dipped in blood, and the name by which he is called is The Word of God. And the armies of 
heaven, arrayed in fine linen, white and pure, were following him on white horses. From his mouth 
comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations, and he will rule them with a rod of iron. 
He will tread the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God the Almighty. On his robe and on his thigh 
he has a name written, King of kings and Lord of lords. (Rev. 19:11-16) 

6. And all we have to do is, believe it or not, quite simple: We need to remember God and His great works, 
commemorated in our holy days!  

... cling to Christ in faith through the teachings and the traditions of the church 

... seek the Spirit of God to revive, restore and reawaken us!  

7. Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit says the Lord!  

8. Hear me! It is in the routines of our local Church, the rituals of our most holy religion and the 
remembrances of our Christian calendar that we remember who God is, why Christ died for us, what the 
Spirit can do for you and me ... 

9. ... and who we are: The Covenant People of God! The Redeemed!  
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