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Romans 2:1-11          February 26, 2017 AM 
Becoming a Gracious People            Romans 
RO1708           
 

“The Kindness of God” 
 

INTRODUCTION: Not all pagans act like pagans. 

1. i.e., not all barbarians lead “barbarous” lives. Many of them are people who pursue good and noble 
things – even if only inconsistently.  

2. In Romans 1:18-32 Paul presents a picture of pagan Rome (and pagan society): The Greco-Roman 
culture of 50 A.D. It was debase, foul, even brutal. This society was given over to ...  

a) dishonored bodies engaged in open and shameless heterosexual immorality. (i.e., fornication, 
adultery, prostitution) 

b) degrading passions expressed in homosexual activity: lesbianism and homosexuality 

c) depraved minds by which people celebrate, promote and endorse godless living, thus 
changing the morals of the entire society ...  

They were filled with all manner of unrighteousness, evil, covetousness, malice. They are 
full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, maliciousness. They are gossips, slanderers, haters of 
God, insolent, haughty, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, foolish, 
faithless, heartless, ruthless. Though they know God's righteous decree that those who 
practice such things deserve to die, they not only do them but give approval to those who 
practice them. (Romans 1:29-32) 

3. Paul states that “the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness 
of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth.” (v. 18) 

a) How? By three horribly grave and deadly “exchanges” 

b) They exchanged the glory of God for idols ...  

Claiming to be wise, they became fools, and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for 
images resembling mortal man and birds and animals and creeping things. (Romans1:22-
23) 

c) They exchanged the truth of God for the lie about fallen mankind ... 

because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshiped and served the 
creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen. (Romans 1:25) 

d) They exchanged natural relations between the genders for unnatural and perverted practices 
... 

For this reason God gave them up to dishonorable passions. For their women exchanged 
natural relations for those that are contrary to nature; and the men likewise gave up 
natural relations with women and were consumed with passion for one another, men 
committing shameless acts with men and receiving in themselves the due penalty for their 
error. (Romans 1:26-27) 
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e) and each time they exchanged the holy, the true, and the natural for greater and greater 
obscenities God gave them over to worse and worse perversions ... 

f) ... until life literally falls apart and everything dies: “For the wages of sin is death ...” (Rom. 
6:23)  

4. Reading through Romans 1:18-32, it becomes very easy to condemn these “pagan” people; to become 
censorious toward them.  

5. In fact, this is most natural for anyone who is religious, who is philosophically oriented, or who is a 
moral person.  

6. Charles R. Erdman: Romans p. 41 

a) A large part of the religion of some men seems to consist in their readiness to find fault with 
others. Such was the case of the Jew whom Paul here describes. In the midst of the flood of 
Gentile pollution and iniquities, which Paul has pictured in the preceding chapter, he sees 
one who, like a judge, from the heights of his tribunal, sends a stern look over the corrupt 
mass, condemning the evil which pervades it and applauding the wrath of God which punishes 
it. The man is not named, however, until Paul proceeds (vs. 17-29) to set forth the guilt and 
condemnation of the Jew.  

b) This is the view of many (? most?) commentators: That Paul is now speaking/writing to the 
Jews. 

c) But I do not agree.  

7. I believe Paul is not writing to the Jews ... yet. In Romans 2:1-16 he writes to Greek Moralists. 

a) Gentiles who believed in a moral code and who sought to lead “decent” lives.  

b) People like Socrates, Plato, Aristotle, Cato the Elder, Seneca, and other Greek and Roman 
philosophical and political leaders.  

c) These men were Gentiles, pagans, but also moralists. 

8. John R. W. Stott: The Message of Romans: BST; p. 80 

Many commentators (perhaps most) believe that, having portrayed and condemned Gentile society in 
1:18-32, Paul now turns his attention to Jewish people. This is an understandable viewpoint, since 
the classification of the human race into Jews and Gentiles is mentioned on numerous occasions 
throughout the letter, and one of the apostle’s main purposes in writing is to demonstrate that Jews 
and Gentiles are equal in sin and equal in salvation. There are two objections, however, to the 
straightforward identification of Paul’s interlocutor at the beginning of Romans 2 as a Jew.  First, it 
is not until verse 17 that he involves a Jew in direct conversation.  

Secondly, if this section refers exclusively to the Jewish world, then 1:18-32 is the only picture Paul 
gives us of the ancient Gentile world, in which case it would seems to be an unbalanced one. For not 
all Gentiles preferred darkness to light, became idolaters, and were abandoned by God to sexually 
and socially promiscuous behavior.  

But his main emphasis is clearly seen in his turning from the world of shameless immorality (1:18-
32) to the world of self-conscious moralism. He seems to be confronting every human being (Jew or 
Gentile) who is a moralizer, who presumes to pass moral judgements on other people.  



 

RO1708 
 

3 

9. These men were Romans and Greeks who agreed with Paul’s moral code, and condemned the very things 
Paul did in Romans 1:18-32. 

10. F. F. Bruce: Romans: TNTC; p. 82 

We know that there was another side to the pagan world of the first century than that which Paul has 
portrayed in the preceding paragraphs. What about a man like Paul’s illustrious contemporary 
Seneca, the Stoic moralist, the tutor of Nero? Seneca might have listened to Paul’s indictment and 
said, ‘Yes, that is perfectly true of great masses of mankind, and I concur in the judgement which you 
pass on them – but there are others, of course, like myself, who deplore theses tendencies as much as 
you do.’ 

And how apt this reply would have been to a man like Seneca! For he could write so effectively on the 
good life that Christian writers of later days were prone to call him ‘our own Seneca’. Not only did 
he exalt the great moral virtues; he exposed hypocrisy, he preached the equality of all human beings, 
he acknowledged the pervasive character of evil. He practiced and inculcated daily self-examination, 
he ridiculed vulgar idolatry, he assumed the role of a moral guide.  

11. Notice how Paul addresses the people to whom he writes in verses 1-16 

a) Therefore you have no excuse, O man, every one of you who judges. For in passing judgment 
on another you condemn yourself, because you, the judge, practice the very same things. 
(Rom. 2:1) 

b) Do you suppose, O man—you who judge those who practice such things and yet do them 
yourself—that you will escape the judgment of God? (Rom. 2:3) 

c) There will be tribulation and distress for every human being who does evil, the Jew first and 
also the Greek, but glory and honor and peace for everyone who does good, the Jew first and 
also the Greek. (Rom. 2:9-10) 

d) For when Gentiles, who do not have the law, by nature do what the law requires, they are a 
law to themselves, even though they do not have the law. (Romans 2:14) 

e) O man ... O man ... the Jew first and also the Greek ... Gentiles, who do not have the Law ... 

f) Paul is writing to the philosophical moralists who agree with his call for moral decency, but 
who were neither Jews under the Law nor Christians under grace.  

g) Men and women often referred to as “virtuous heathens” 

12. He warns them that they too are under the wrath of God, just as the senseless, sensual and shameless 
barbarians are:  

a) But because of your hard and impenitent heart you are storing up wrath for yourself on the 
day of wrath when God's righteous judgment will be revealed. (Romans 2:5) 

b) a second time: the wrath of God is revealed. 

13. Why? Because these moralists, who were so censorious toward the fornicators, adulterers, lesbians and 
homosexuals, and the lawless of Rome ignored their own sins while they condemned others ...  

a) Socrates wrote about morality and self-restraint in Athens, but practiced homosexuality and 
eventually killed himself. 
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b) Cato the Elder wrote about moral order for Rome, but was complicit in a plot to murder the 
Emperor Nero.  

c) Seneca was a Stoic Philosopher but regularly had affairs with married women, curried favor 
with Nero by endorsing his excess, and acquired great wealth in contrast to his writing on the 
simple lifestyle.  

d) Indeed all these great moralists were hypocrites: condemning sin in others, ignoring sin in 
themselves.  

14. Therefore you have no excuse, O man, every one of you who judges. For in passing judgment on another 
you condemn yourself, because you, the judge, practice the very same things. (Romans 2:1) 

15. In their harsh judgment of others they conveniently ignored the Kindness of God toward them!  

16. Here then is the second group of mankind under the wrath of God toward sinners: The moralists 

a) Paul writes to 3 groups – Barbarians, Greeks, Jews 

(1) I am under obligation both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to the wise and to 
the foolish. (Romans 1:14) 

(2) For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to 
everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. (Romans 1:16) 

(3) Barbarians in Romans 1:18-32 

(4) Greek Moralists in Romans 2:1-16 

(5) Jewish Legalists in Romans 2:17-3:20 

b) for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. (Romans 3:23) 

17. First: Paul rebukes them for their hypocrisy (2:1-11); Second: He reminds them of their own conscience 
(2:21-16) 

18. Paul reminds these Greek Moralists of two great truths –  

a) First: Each man will be judged according to his own deeds (2:1-11) (this Sunday) 

b) Second: Each man will be judged according to the light he has received (2:12-16) (March 12) 

19. In Romans 2:1-11 Paul tells us 4 things about the judgment of God ...  

I. THE JUDGMENT OF GOD ACCORDING TO OUR DEEDS (Romans 2:1-11) 

A. God’s Judgment is True (2:1-3) 

1. Therefore you have no excuse, O man, every one of you who judges. For in passing judgment on 
another you condemn yourself, because you, the judge, practice the very same things. We know that 
the judgment of God rightly falls on those who practice such things. Do you suppose, O man—you 
who judge those who practice such things and yet do them yourself—that you will escape the 
judgment of God? (Romans 2:1-3) 

2. Literally: “... the judgment of God is according to truth.” (ESV: rightly falls on those ...) 

3. “Therefore ...” a key word tying the Gentiles of 1:18-32 to the other Gentiles of 2:1-16.  

4. Wm. Hendriksen: Romans: NTC; vol. 1; p. 88 
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a) Many are puzzled by the word “Therefore.” The following interpretation, however, seems 
to be supported by the preceding context: “Since it has been established (1:18-32) that the 
immoral practices of the Gentiles are an abomination to God, therefore you, too, whoever 
you may be, are without excuse when you practice these same evils, the very vices you 
condemn in others.”  

b) key repetitive phrase: “you are without excuse.” 

(1) For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have 
been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that 
have been made. So they are without excuse. (Romans 1:20) 

(2) Therefore you have no excuse, O man, every one of you who judges. For in 
passing judgment on another you condemn yourself, because you, the judge, 
practice the very same things. (Romans 2:1) 

c) i.e., the “virtuous heathen” who lacks the moral ground to stand upon in the face of God’s 
judgment of his/her sins. 

d) Group 1 (Barbarians) approve of sin and do it.  

Though they know God's righteous decree that those who practice such things deserve 
to die, they not only do them but give approval to those who practice them. (Romans 
1:32) 

e) Group 2 (Moralists) disapprove and condemn sin but then do it.  

Therefore you have no excuse, O man, every one of you who judges. For in passing 
judgment on another you condemn yourself, because you, the judge, practice the very 
same things. (Romans 2:1) 

5. God’s judgment is rightly (ESV) upon such hypocritical moralists according to the truth of God’s 
self-revelation. Thus God’s judgment in inevitable. 

a) We know what is right: that God should judge and punish fornication, adultery, 
homosexuality, lesbianism, rebellion, violence, greed, stealing, disobedience, blasphemy, 
hating God and loving evil (1:18-32). This is righteousness. 

We know that the judgment of God rightly falls on those who practice such 
things.(Romans 2:2) 

b) We know also that God will judge the actions regardless of the person who commits the 
sin.  

Do you suppose, O man—you who judge those who practice such things and yet do 
them yourself—that you will escape the judgment of God? (Romans 2:3) 

c) We know that when we condemn others for committing a sin we automatically condemn 
ourselves, by our own standards for doing the same thing!  

d) God’s judgment is (1) right, (2) true, (3) and concurring with our own standards!  

e) God’s judgment is objectively true and impeccably righteous, and completely inevitable ... 
God must judge sin ...  
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6. ... by His standards and by our own (human) standards.  

B. God’s Judgment is Kind (2:4) 

1. Or do you presume on the riches of his kindness and forbearance and patience, not knowing that 
God's kindness is meant to lead you to repentance? (Romans 2:4)  

2. Here Paul presents an Antinomy:  

a) antinomy: an apparent contradiction between two truths that are both valid; a contradiction 
between two apparently equally valid principles; a fundamental and apparently 
unresolvable contradiction of two facts that are both valid, true or real; a contradiction 
between two beliefs that are both reasonable.  

b) examples in Christianity are numerous: 

(1) One God; three Divine Persons (Trinity) 

(2) Incarnation: a man who is God; two natures in one Person 

(3) Sovereignty: God’s predestination, election; man’s free will, choice 

c) Here: The wrath of God and The Kindness of God, both true. 

Or do you presume on the riches of his kindness and forbearance and patience, not 
knowing that God's kindness is meant to lead you to repentance? (Romans 2:4)  

3. Gods wrath leads to punishments (God gave them over) in order that people in sin might come to 
repentance (God’s Kindness). In God’s wrath there is mercy!  

O Lord, I have heard the report of you, 
and your work, O Lord, do I fear.  
In the midst of the years revive it; 
in the midst of the years make it known; 
in wrath remember mercy. (Habakkuk 3:2) 

So speak and so act as those who are to be judged under the law of liberty. For judgment is 
without mercy to one who has shown no mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment. (James 2:12-13) 

4. Few people come to God through judgment. it is the kindness of God that leads us to repentance (2:4)  

5. Paul asks us all a question: “Or do you presume on the riches of His kindness and forbearance, and 
patience ...”?  (2:4)  

a) Kindness: God’s tender mercy toward sinners 

b) Forbearance: God’s toleration of sinful ways. (putting up with) 

c) Patience: God’s slowness to punish and avenge wrongdoing.  

d) God is good to sinners because He desires that they turn from sin and turn to Him in 
gratitude.  

6. The “blackest sin” is the sin of presumption: Ingratitude for God’s goodness toward us that enable 
us to take for granted all God’s grace and to ignore all God’s invitations to salvation.  

7. Donald Grey Barnhouse: Romans: Vol. 1; p. 27 
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To despise the riches of God’s grace is the blackest of all sins. It far outweighs the sins that are a 
violation of righteousness. Can it not be seen that the dark ignorance of unbelief has brought a 
further fruit of ignorance of the grace of God? You are in good health? Why does God permit it? 
The answer is that He wants you to turn to Him and acknowledge His goodness and accept the 
riches that He has for you. You have other blessings that come from the common grace of God. 
The purpose of such riches is to cause you to turn-about-face and come to Him for further 
blessing. This nation beyond all the nations of the world has been blessed and is being called to 
repentance by those blessings. But the multitudes of the people are not led to God by His 
goodness to our nation. We have wealth surpassing all the nations of the earth, but the masses 
throw their surplus to the gambler’s syndicates or waste it on liquor or amusement. How we have 
been blessed! Yet we despise the blessings as a nation, taking them all as belonging to us instead 
of realizing that we would be as the nations that are overrun by war, but for the grace of God.  

8. God loves sinners. God is good to sinners. God is merciful to all men ...  

The Lord is gracious and merciful, 
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.  
The Lord is good to all,  
and his mercy is over all that he has made. (Psalm 145:8-9) 

The Lord upholds all who are falling 
and raises up all who are bowed down. 
The eyes of all look to you, 
and you give them their food in due season. 
You open your hand; 
you satisfy the desire of every living thing. 
The Lord is righteous in all his ways 
and kind in all his works. 
The Lord is near to all who call on him, 
to all who call on him in truth. 
He fulfills the desire of those who fear him; 
he also hears their cry and saves them. 
The Lord preserves all who love him, 
but all the wicked he will destroy. (Ps. 145:14-20) 

9. Even His wrath, and all His judgments, show forth this kindness: He could rightly have killed us and 
sent us to hell, long ago, but He lovingly brings the pressure of His holiness upon us to move us to 
repentance, faith in Christ, salvation and blessing.  

10. “The Kindness of God is meant to lead you to repentance.” (2:4) 

C. God’s Judgment is Patient (2:5) 

1. But because of your hard and impenitent heart you are storing up wrath for yourself on the day of 
wrath when God's righteous judgment will be revealed. (Romans 2:5) 

2. God gives us time, an entire lifetime to come to repentance and faith. 

But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and 
a thousand years as one day. The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, 
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but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach 
repentance. (2 Peter 3:8-9) 

3. But ... while God waits we “store up wrath for” ourselves. We heap sin upon sin until a mountain of 
wickedness stands between us and God.  

4. Even as this happens God patiently waits for you to turn from sin, turn to Christ, come back to Him. 

5. But do not be deceived: The day of Judgment is coming. 

a) “the day of wrath” (used only in Rom. 2:5 in the NT) 

b) “the great day of their wrath” (Rev. 6:17) 

When he opened the sixth seal, I looked, and behold, there was a great earthquake, 
and the sun became black as sackcloth, the full moon became like blood, and the stars 
of the sky fell to the earth as the fig tree sheds its winter fruit when shaken by a gale. 
The sky vanished like a scroll that is being rolled up, and every mountain and island 
was removed from its place. Then the kings of the earth and the great ones and the 
generals and the rich and the powerful, and everyone, slave and free, hid themselves 
in the caves and among the rocks of the mountains, calling to the mountains and rocks, 
“Fall on us and hide us from the face of him who is seated on the throne, and from the 
wrath of the Lamb, for the great day of their wrath has come, and who can stand?” 
(Rev. 6:12-17) 

c) The Great Judgment Day of Jesus Christ!  

D. God’s Judgment is Impartial (2:6-11) 

1. He will render to each one according to his works: to those who by patience in well-doing seek for 
glory and honor and immortality, he will give eternal life; but for those who are self-seeking and do 
not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, there will be wrath and fury. There will be tribulation 
and distress for every human being who does evil, the Jew first and also the Greek, but glory and 
honor and peace for everyone who does good, the Jew first and also the Greek. For God shows no 
partiality. (Romans 2:6-11) 

2. Each man will be judged according to his own works (deeds) 

a) “the Jew first and also the Greek” (v. 9, 10) 

b) Those who pursued God and trusted in Christ will get what they went after ...  

to those who by patience in well-doing seek for glory and honor and immortality, he 
will give eternal life; (Rom. 2:7) 

c) Those who pursed sin and self-centeredness instead of God and Christ will get what they 
went after ...  

but for those who are self-seeking and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, 
there will be wrath and fury. (Rom. 2:8) 

d) In the end, God gives exactly what we wanted most in life ...  
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(1) There will be tribulation and distress for every human being who does evil, the 
Jew first and also the Greek, but glory and honor and peace for everyone who 
does good, the Jew first and also the Greek. (Rom. 2:9-10) 

(2) for Jews ... for Gentiles 

(3) For God shows no partiality: He is just, fair and even-handed. He gives us all 
what we really wanted!  

3. If we wanted a life without God interfering with our sinful ways and immoral pleasures, we get that, 
for eternity, in the company of all those who wanted a life without God. That eternal state is called 
Hell. The only place in the universe where God is not!  

4. If we wanted God, wanted forgiveness in Christ, wanted the Holy Spirit to live in us, and make us 
like God, then we get that, for eternity, in the company of all those who pursued a life with God. And 
this eternal state also has a name: Heaven.  

5. God is the impartial judge: In the end He will give us what we spent our lives chasing after!  

6. Paul is not teaching a salvation by our own works. he is echoing the very imagery of Jesus Christ! 

a) There are two paths people take in life and both lead to eternal destinies. 

Enter by the narrow gate. For the gate is wide and the way is easy that leads to 
destruction, and those who enter by it are many. For the gate is narrow and the way is 
hard that leads to life, and those who find it are few. (Matt. 7:13-14) 

b) Psalm 1’s two paths of life. 

Blessed is the man 
who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, 
nor stands in the way of sinners, 
nor sits in the seat of scoffers; 
but his delight is in the law of the Lord, 
and on his law he meditates day and night. 
Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, 
nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous; 
for the Lord knows the way of the righteous, 
but the way of the wicked will perish. (Ps. 1:1-2, 5-6) 

c) James M. Boice explains this to us (Romans: Vol.1; pp. 229-230) 

Many people find this section of Romans to be extremely difficult, for it seems to be 
saying that salvation is by good works. If you do good and persist in it, you will be 
saved. If you do evil, you will be lost. This is not what Romans 2:6-11 is saying, of 
course. No one is saved other than by the work of Jesus Christ and by faith in him. 
Nevertheless, it is significant that the inspired apostle does speak of two paths, and he 
does not encourage us to suppose that a person can reach the goal of eternal life 
without actually being on the path of righteousness.  

Salvation is achieved by Christ for all who are to be saved and it becomes theirs by 
simple faith in him and his work. But we must not mock God either! It is an equal 
error, as Paul also shows, to think that one can be saved by faith and then continue 
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down the same path he or she has been treading, doing no good works at all. A person 
doing that is not saved, regardless of his or her profession.  

d) And behold, a lawyer stood up to put him to the test, saying, “Teacher, what shall I do to 
inherit eternal life?” He said to him, “What is written in the Law? How do you read it?” 
And he answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your strength and with all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself.” 
And he said to him, “You have answered correctly; do this, and you will live.” (Luke 
10:25-28) 

7. The way of salvation is the way of Christ – faith in Jesus Christ who died for your sins and mine. It 
doesn’t matter how long you’ve been on this path or how far you’ve gotten down that road. The 
Important thing is that you’ve chosen to walk, by faith, with Jesus Christ through life.  

for we walk by faith, not by sight. Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old 
has passed away; behold, the new has come. (2 Cor. 5:7, 17) 

8. How kind of Jesus Christ to invite sinners, like us, to walk with him through life, so that He might 
bring us home to God!  

For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to 
God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, (1 Peter 3:18) 

 

II. THE JUDGMENT OF GOD ACCORDING TO OUR KINDNESS 

1. Here is the wonder behind this passage: Paul, a Jewish Pharisee, appeals to Jews, Greek moralists and 
rank barbarians to discover the same thing he has: the kindness of God found in Jesus Christ.  

2. He too had a mountain of sin, piled up over 30 or more years of his life, which separated him from God –  

a) Paul was all law and no grace 

b) Hating Gentiles and Christians, loving his Jewish self 

c) Paul was the man described in Romans 2 ...  

Or do you presume on the riches of his kindness and forbearance and patience, not 
knowing that God's kindness is meant to lead you to repentance? But because of your hard 
and impenitent heart you are storing up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath when 
God's righteous judgment will be revealed. (Romans 2:4-5) 

3. But one day Jesus opened his eyes and Paul saw something he’d never noticed before: On top of that 
mountain of sin there was planted a CROSS, and Jesus was calling out to Paul ...  

a) And he said, “Who are you, Lord?” And he said, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. But 
rise and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.” (Acts 9:5-6) 

b) His path in life was changed. He would later write:  

I thank him who has given me strength, Christ Jesus our Lord, because he judged me 
faithful, appointing me to his service, though formerly I was a blasphemer, persecutor, 
and insolent opponent. But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in unbelief, 
and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ 
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Jesus. The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came 
into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost. But I received mercy for this 
reason, that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display his perfect patience as an 
example to those who were to believe in him for eternal life. (1 Tim. 1:12-16) 

4. Here is what The Cross has to say to you and to me, exactly what is said to Paul ...  

5. First: The Cross of Christ calls us to a life of forgiveness. Once we trust in Jesus Christ all is forgiven. 
We are no longer under judgment of death but have passed into the grace of life ... life with God.  

a) Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal 
life. He does not come into judgment, but has passed from death to life. (John 5:24) 

b) There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. (Romans 8:1) 

c) We cannot let other people condemn us for the sins that crucified Christ, once Christ has 
declared us forgiven.  

But with me it is a very small thing that I should be judged by you or by any human court. 
In fact, I do not even judge myself. For I am not aware of anything against myself, but I 
am not thereby acquitted. It is the Lord who judges me. Therefore do not pronounce 
judgment before the time, before the Lord comes, who will bring to light the things now 
hidden in darkness and will disclose the purposes of the heart. Then each one will receive 
his commendation from God. (1 Cor. 4:3-5) 

d) Someone other than Jesus died on Calvary. You did, if you placed yourself in Him by Faith.  

I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. 
And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave 
himself for me. (Gal. 2:20) 

e) If you are a true Christian live as a free person; don’t allow others to rob you of the joy of 
forgiveness in Christ.  

f) Personal Illustration: I don’t like to share personal stories of my sins and God’s grace in the 
pulpit. Not because I’m too proud to so do, but because there are those who always judge me 
horribly for sins of my past life. But ...I am forgiven –  

g) ... something no one can take from me! Or from you! 

6. Second: The Cross of Christ calls you to a life of forgiving others. How can you receive the kindness and 
grace of God and then deny that to others? Jesus once told a story about forgiveness ...  

a) “Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts 
with his servants. When he began to settle, one was brought to him who owed him ten 
thousand talents. And since he could not pay, his master ordered him to be sold, with his wife 
and children and all that he had, and payment to be made. So the servant fell on his knees, 
imploring him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ And out of pity for 
him, the master of that servant released him and forgave him the debt. But when that same 
servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii, and 
seizing him, he began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe.’ So his fellow servant fell 
down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ He refused and went 
and put him in prison until he should pay the debt. When his fellow servants saw what had 
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taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their master all that 
had taken place. Then his master summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I 
forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. And should not you have had mercy 
on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’ And in anger his master delivered him to the 
jailers, until he should pay all his debt. So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of 
you, if you do not forgive your brother from your heart.” (Matt. 18:23-35) 

b) The Kindness of God comes with one condition 

c) This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. (John 15:12) 

7. Third: The Cross of Christ demands that we interpret grace as God does.  

a) It doesn’t mean law for everyone else but grace for me! 

b) Illustration: The parent who wants discipline for the children at school who sin, but when 
their child is suspended for the same sins they cry, “Where’s the grace?” How hypocritical.  

c) Grace is in God’s hands, not our own. And God will be gracious to us according to what we 
need at the moment ...  

(1) what’s best for us ...  

(2) ... at times that’s judgment 

(3) ... at other times that’s grace 

d) We can never demand grace, but we can always ask for it. But when we do, we need to ask for 
everyone!  

What shall we say then? Is there injustice on God's part? By no means! For he says to 
Moses, “I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I 
have compassion.” So then he has mercy on whomever he wills, and he hardens 
whomever he wills. (Romans 9:14, 15, 18) 

8. Fourth: The Cross of Christ will not allow us to “canonize” our favorite people as “saints” simply 
because we like their moral positions.  

a) morality does not make a Christian; faith in Christ does ...  

b) ... and that faith displays itself in a virtuous life.  

c) Illustration: President Donald Trump’s lifestyle, his own statements, and his personal 
character give no evidence of being a Christian. In fact, he said that he’s never asked God for 
forgiveness. But many Christians who voted for him are now calling him a Christian, because 
they like his political positions.  

d) We owe to people the judgement of charity but we don’t have the right to call a moralist a 
Christian ...  

e) ... especially when their hypocritical lives indicate otherwise.  

f) Be careful whom you anoint as a “saint.” That privilege belongs to God, and to God alone! 

9. Fifth and Finally: The Cross of Christ should make us sympathetic to all sinners – without exception. 

a) The kindness of God will produce in us a kindness toward other sinners. Love begets love. 
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b) We can condemn, punish and reject sinners when we have reached perfection and been invited 
to sit on the judgment throne!  

For though we walk in the flesh, we are not waging war according to the flesh. For the 
weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but have divine power to destroy strongholds. 
We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of God, and 
take every thought captive to obey Christ, being ready to punish every disobedience, when 
your obedience is complete. (2 Cor. 10:3-6) 

c) Homosexuals anger you? Have you ever looked at porn, slept with a girlfriend or someone 
else’s spouse, walked out on your marriage, or watched and R-rated movie for pleasure?  

d) Muslim Terrorists deserve hell? Did you ever hit someone, do hateful things to another, bully 
someone or hate someone in your heart?  

e) Roman Catholics should be sent to hell? Have you always lived up to all you know about 
Christianity? Ever add any beliefs not found in the Bible? Want R.C.’s condemned now that 
you’re no longer one of them? Why not everyone who ever was a Catholic?  

f) What is desirable in a man is his kindness, 
And it is better to be a poor man than a liar. (Prov. 19:22 NASB) 

10. There is something horribly wicked about people who’ve been forgiven not forgiving; people who’ve 
received grace being ungracious; those justified in Christ condemning others; the ones who’ve known the 
kindness of God being unkind to others.  

11. The greatest thing in the universe is the Kindness of God! 

12. In fact, I think God ought damn us all to hell because we (1) do what we condemn in others, (2) presume 
God’s kindness is for us and no one else, (3) deserve grace while others warrant hell, and (4) think God’s 
favorite people is us, while God loves everyone. We all ought to go to hell! 

Therefore you have no excuse, everyone of you who passes judgment, for in that which you judge 
another, you condemn yourself; for you who judge practice the same things. And we know that the 
judgment of God rightly falls upon those who practice such things. (Romans 2:1-2) 

13. But then, I look at all these mountains of sin around us, and atop each one of them is the cross of Christ. 
And suddenly, I change my mind! 

14. I hear Jesus say ...  

a) Now is the judgment of this world; now will the ruler of this world be cast out. And I, when I 
am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” (John 12:31, 32) 

b) a judgment of the world in Christ ... 

c) ... so judgment doesn’t come upon me ...  

d) ... and I am drawn to Jesus Christ! 

15. And I am reminded: “... God’s kindness is meant to lead you to repentance.”  


