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Second Timothy 2:1-6; 4:6-8            March 12, 2017 AM 
IM1703              Second Timothy 
          
 

“Passing The Mantle” 
 

INTRODUCTION: “… the time of my departure has come.” 

1. With those seven words Paul announces his “retirement”: 

a) the words are ho kairos tēs analuseōs  

b) analusis/ analysis = departure, death 

c) from analuō: to come back, to return home, to depart, to let loose; figuratively: to depart from 
life = death.  

d) literally: “… is near at hand.”  

e) Root of our English word analysis: to separate (loosen) material or abstract entity into its 
constituent elements; to pull something apart to examine its basic elements or ideas.  

f) Paul’s “retirement plan” was death; martyrdom. 

g) For Paul, “to depart” meant to go home to heaven:  

(1) For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that means 
fruitful labor for me. Yet which I shall choose I cannot tell. I am hard pressed 
between the two. My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better. 
But to remain in the flesh is more necessary on your account. (Phil. 1:21-24) 

(2) my desire is to depart = to die and go be with the Lord. 

h) Most of us have sweeter (though not richer) retirement options for which to look forward.  

2. John Stott: Second Timothy: BST; p. 113 

The apostle uses two vivid figures of speech to portray his coming death, one taken from the language 
of sacrifice and the other (probably) of boats. ‘Departure’ (analysis) seems to have become a regular 
word for death, but we need not necessarily conclude from this that its metaphorical origin had been 
entirely forgotten. It means ‘loosing’ and could be used either of striking a tent or of ‘release from 
shackles’, or of untying a boat from its moorings. The last is certainly the more picturesque of the 
three possibilities. Already the anchor is weighed, the ropes are slipped, and the boat is about to set 
sail for another shore. Now, before the great adventure of his new voyage begins, he looks back over 
his ministry of about 30 years.  

3. He does this not for himself; Paul is not merely being nostalgic. He says this to inform the Church about 
his next journey and to charge his successor, young Timothy, with a sense of commitment and hope.  

4. He tells the Church: “I am about to set sail on my final journey. I have sailed the Mediterranean Sea on 
several missionary journeys, now I am about to set sail for the City of God, my final home.”  

a) In 33-35 A.D. Paul was converted 

b) For the next 10 years, he was tent making in Tarsus (“silent years”) 
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c) Circa 44 A.D. he moved to Antioch and worked in the Church. 

d) In 46-48 A.D. Paul went on his first (Galatian) mission trip. 

e) He was active, in three mission trips, for the next 7-8 years. 

f) He was arrested in 56 A.D.; spent from 60-62 A.D. under house arrest in Rome. 

g) He was released from prison, traveled for 5 more years, and then was rearrested c. 67 A.D. 

h) He was in the Mamertine Prison in Rome, from where he wrote Second Timothy.  

i) And was martyred in late 67 or early 68 A.D.  

j) From 30-35 years of active service to Jesus Christ! 

5. Paul also writes this charge to Timothy:  

For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure has come. I have 
fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Henceforth there is laid up for me 
the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me on that day, and 
not only to me but also to all who have loved his appearing. (2 Tim. 4:6-8) 

6. Philip H. Towner: Letters to Timothy and Titus: NICNT; p. 609 

Paul provides a perspective on his apostolic ministry as a task coming to its conclusion. Paul’s 
departure requires Timothy to step into the gap. These verses are part of that exhortation, a vital part 
of the commission. The time element supplies the urgent reason for the commission; the Pauline 
example is a template for Timothy’s commitment and hope.  

7. I want you to notice something: Paul’s view of pastoral ministry is identical for older pastors who are 
“departing” (sailing away) and younger pastors who are “arriving” (taking up the mantle of ministry)  

a) I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. (2 Tim. 4:7) 

b) Spiritual Warfare: fighting a good fight 

c) A Marathon: finishing the race 

d) Hard Work: keeping the Faith 

e) The Three callings Paul reports to have completed:  

You then, my son, be strengthened by the grace that is in Christ Jesus, and what you have 
heard from me in the presence of many witnesses entrust to faithful men, who will be able 
to teach others also. Share in suffering as a good soldier of Christ Jesus. No soldier gets 
entangled in civilian pursuits, since his aim is to please the one who enlisted him. An 
athlete is not crowned unless he competes according to the rules. It is the hard-working 
farmer who ought to have the first share of the crops. Think over what I say, for the Lord 
will give you understanding in everything. (2 Tim. 2:1-7) 

8. This is the divine transfer of the Sacred Trust that I and Kevin DeYoung are making, with your 
prayers, support and encouragement.  

a) This charge I entrust to you, Timothy, my child, in accordance with the prophecies previously 
made about you, that by them you may wage the good warfare, holding faith and a good 
conscience. (1 Tim. 1:18-19a) 
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b) Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called and 
about which you made the good confession in the presence of many witnesses. (1 Tim. 6:12) 

c) O Timothy, guard the deposit entrusted to you. (1 Tim. 6:20a) 

d) By the Holy Spirit who dwells within us, guard the good deposit entrusted to you. (2 Tim. 
1:14) 

e) You then, my child, be strengthened by the grace that is in Christ Jesus, and what you have 
heard from me in the presence of many witnesses entrust to faithful men, who will be able to 
teach others also. (2 Tim. 2:1-2) 

9. Three aspects of Pastoral Ministry …  

I. FIGHTING THE FIGHT OF FAITH 

1. Paul’s exhortations to Timothy to join in the “good fight of the faith” appear repeatedly in the Pastoral 
Epistles:  

a) This charge I entrust to you, Timothy, my child, in accordance with the prophecies previously 
made about you, that by them you may wage the good warfare, (1 Tim. 1:18) 

b) Fight the good fight of the faith. (1 Tim. 6:12a) 

c) Share in suffering as a good soldier of Christ Jesus. No soldier gets entangled in civilian 
pursuits, since his aim is to please the one who enlisted him. (2 Tim. 2:3-4) 

d) Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord, nor of me his prisoner, but 
share in suffering for the gospel by the power of God, (2 Tim. 1:8) 

e) As for you, always be sober-minded, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill 
your ministry. (2 Tim. 4:5) 

2. The bane of pastoral ministry is the constant opposition the man of God faces, day in and day out, 
relentlessly!  

a) primarily distraction, disruptions, difficulties brought on by the Devil to discourage, 
intimidate and weaken the pastor.  

b) and primarily through people, both in and outside of the local church: lawsuits, angry spirits, 
threats, those who oppose decisions and choose to make life difficult, slander, gossip, 
mistreatment by members, and those who choose to both dislike the pastor and refuse to 
cooperate with him.  

c) Look at 2 Timothy 4:9-16 …  

(1) Do your best to come to me soon. For Demas, in love with this present world, has 
deserted me and gone to Thessalonica. Crescens has gone to Galatia, Titus to 
Dalmatia. Luke alone is with me. Get Mark and bring him with you, for he is very 
useful to me for ministry. Tychicus I have sent to Ephesus. When you come, bring 
the cloak that I left with Carpus at Troas, also the books, and above all the 
parchments. Alexander the coppersmith did me great harm; the Lord will repay 
him according to his deeds. Beware of him yourself, for he strongly opposed our 
message. At my first defense no one came to stand by me, but all deserted me. May 
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it not be charged against them! Erastus remained at Corinth, and I left Trophimus, 
who was ill, at Miletus. (2 Tim. 4:9-16, 20) 

(2) desertions: Demas … has deserted me 

(3) defections: Luke alone is with me 

(4) distractions: lack of books, cloak, friends 

(5) difficulties: Trophimus I left ill in Miletus. 

(6) opposition: Alexander the coppersmith did me great harm 

(7) neglect: no one came to stand by me, but all deserted me 

3. The gospel ministry is not for cowards, for those who quit easily or for the distracted –  

a) Share in suffering as a good soldier of Christ Jesus. No soldier gets entangled in civilian 
pursuits, since his aim is to please the one who enlisted him. (2 Tim. 2:3-4) 

b) It necessitates sharing in Christ’s suffering  

(1) Share in suffering as a good soldier of Christ Jesus. (2 Tim. 2:3) 

(2) Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am filling up what is 
lacking in Christ's afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the church, (Col. 
1:24) 

c) John Piper: Brothers, We Are Not Professionals (pp. 140-141) 

“God ordained the sufferings of Christ for the redemption of the church and he ordains 
the suffering of Christian ministers for the application of that redemption. Christ’s 
afflictions lack nothing in atoning worth. What they lack is a personal presentation of 
suffering in human form to those for whom he died. This is what pastors “complete.”  

4. Listen to Paul’s litany of woes, in Second Corinthians 11:24-28: 

a) Five times I received at the hands of the Jews the forty lashes less one. Three times I was 
beaten with rods. Once I was stoned. Three times I was shipwrecked; a night and a day I was 
adrift at sea; on frequent journeys, in danger from rivers, danger from robbers, danger from 
my own people, danger from Gentiles, danger in the city, danger in the wilderness, danger at 
sea, danger from false brothers; in toil and hardship, through many a sleepless night, in 
hunger and thirst, often without food, in cold and exposure. And, apart from other things, 
there is the daily pressure on me of my anxiety for all the churches. (2 Cor. 11:24-28)  

b) When people get angry with God they strike out at the pastor. 

c) Rev. Jesse Jackson: “Their arms are too short to box with God.”  

5. Hear me: The bigger the venture, the more prominent the venue, and the more important the call, then the 
more intense and more frequent these oppositions and afflictions become.  

a) They are part of the Christian life, in general – all Christians experience the warfare for 
Christ:  

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. Put on the whole armor of 
God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil. For we do not wrestle 
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against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic 
powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly 
places. Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in 
the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm. Stand therefore, having fastened on the 
belt of truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, and, as shoes for your 
feet, having put on the readiness given by the gospel of peace. In all circumstances take up 
the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one; and 
take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God, praying 
at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To that end, keep alert with all 
perseverance, making supplication for all the saints, (Eph. 6:10-18) 

b) They increase as the spiritual mission intensifies –  

For a wide door for effective work has opened to me, and there are many adversaries. (1 
Cor. 16:9) 

c) But they are peculiarity intense in the calling of the Gospel Minister. 

For I will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name. (Acts 9:16) 

6. I have known these times, all too often, here at Christ Covenant Church. They “come with the 
territory.” I’m used to them. Kevin DeYoung enters into a new realm of opposition, this summer. Please 
do these three things for him: 

a) First: Undergird him with prayer beginning right now, and purpose to become this “prayer 
warrior” for the rest of his time here. As long as we are fighting for the pastor, on our knees 
in prayer, we won’t have time to fight against the pastor.  

b) Second: Grant to Kevin DeYoung a “honeymoon” of at least 1 year; a time free from making 
major decisions or big changes. I never had a “honeymoon” here. He needs a year for you to 
fall in love with him, before the conflict comes.  

c) Third: See yourself not as a consumer or customer, but as a soldier under Kevin’s 
leadership; you’re fighting for the same cause (a divine one) against the same enemy (a 
demonic one).  

7. Paul would write to one Church, about Timothy and his co-pastor Epaphroditus:  

a) I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you soon, so that I too may be cheered by news of 
you. For I have no one like him, who will be genuinely concerned for your welfare. For they 
all seek their own interests, not those of Jesus Christ. But you know Timothy's proven worth, 
how as a son with a father he has served with me in the gospel. I hope therefore to send him 
just as soon as I see how it will go with me, and I trust in the Lord that shortly I myself will 
come also. I have thought it necessary to send to you Epaphroditus my brother and fellow 
worker and fellow soldier, and your messenger and minister to my need, for he has been 
longing for you all and has been distressed because you heard that he was ill. Indeed he was 
ill, near to death. But God had mercy on him, and not only on him but on me also, lest I 
should have sorrow upon sorrow. I am the more eager to send him, therefore, that you may 
rejoice at seeing him again, and that I may be less anxious. So receive him in the Lord with all 
joy, and honor such men, for he nearly died  for the work of Christ, risking his life to complete 
what was lacking in your service to me. (Phil. 2:19-30) 
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b) I would extend to you the same charge concerning Kevin DeYoung: “So, receive him in the 
Lord with all joy, and honor such men.” (Phil. 2:29) 

8. After all, he will be with you for a long time …  

II. FINISHING THE MARATHON OF MINISTRY 

1. Paul also tells Timothy to finish the race that is set before him. 

An athlete is not crowned unless he competes according to the rules. (2 Tim. 2:5) 

2. Paul liked to used athletic metaphors for the Christian life and ministry: races, boxing matches, wrestling 
events, etc.  

a) Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one receives the prize? So run 
that you may obtain it. Every athlete exercises self-control in all things. They do it to receive a 
perishable wreath, but we an imperishable. So I do not run aimlessly; I do not box as one 
beating the air. But I discipline my body and keep it under control, lest after preaching to 
others I myself should be disqualified. (1 Cor. 9:24-27) 

b) For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, 
against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the 
heavenly places. (Eph. 6:12) 

c) “… compete according to the rules …” (2:5) 

3. The Christian ministry is a marathon – a long, tiresome, distance race calling not for speed but for 
endurance!  

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every 
weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 
(Heb. 12:1) 

4. Things that happen easily and quickly at church, usually are not lasting: You can grow a big, shiny 
pumpkin in 90 days; It takes 90 years to grow a tall, solid, big oak tree!  

5. Kevin DeYoung is going to be here for a long time. If he should choose to retire at my age, in the future, 
he will have spent 30 years with you! (Note: Kevin is a triathlete!) 

6. I did not have that time or that luxury: I was 57 when I arrived here: I had maybe 10-13 years of ministry 
left. And our church was not in good shape. So, I had to dive in and make changes in a short period of 
time just to stabilize our church. The Lord helped us.  

7. Kevin DeYoung does not face that time-pressure, any sense of urgency or any crisis that need be 
addressed. We are stable; we are healthy; we are unified and at harmony with one another; and we are at 
peace.  

8. All this to say: Please give Kevin DeYoung the time he needs to find his own pace, establish his own 
rhythms, and set his own cadence. Don’t ride him too hard, too early, and you will be able to ride him a 
long, long time. all the way to the finish line!  

9. John F. MacArthur: Second Timothy; p. 46 

a) In the Greek games, which continued for centuries under Roman rule and were still being 
held in Paul’s time, every participant had to meet three qualifications – of birth, of training, 
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and of competition. First, he had to be a true-born Greek. Second, he had to prepare at least 
ten months for the games and swear to that before a statue of Zeus. Third, he had to compete 
within the specific rules for a given event. To fail in any of those requirements meant 
automatic disqualification. Comparable rules apply to spiritual Christians. We must be truly 
born again; we must be faithful in study and obedience of God’s Word, in self-denial, and in 
prayer; and we must live according to Christ’s divine standards of discipleship.  

b) Kevin’s birth: Born to Christian parents, involved in Christian Radio, raised in a devout, 
Dutch, reformed Christian home. He is born again, and has walked with God since childhood.  

c) Kevin’s Training: Christian College, Gordon-Conwell Seminary, about to complete his PhD 
in Church History; pastored in Iowa and in Michigan. Well-developed spiritual gifts.  

d) Kevin’s “track record”: Devoted husband of one beloved wife (Tricia); loving father of 7 
children; Gospel Coalition, Together 4 The Gospel, excellent theologian, faithful churchman, 
godly character, high morals, humble soul, and an earnest life. No cutting corners.  

10. The SPST and the Session are recommending to you a man who meets the qualifications for office, 
has the training in ministry, and the spiritual pedigree of a faithful pastor.  

11. Purpose now to run alongside him, allowing him to set the pace and guide you along the cause, and Kevin 
DeYoung will get you to the finish line … where, in 30 years, he will pass the baton on to your 
grandchildren’s pastor! Be patient. Endure. Run with him.  

III. KEEPING THE FAITH ENTRUSTED TO US 

1. Here is Paul’s Third Charge to Timothy: Keep the Faith 

a) What he calls elsewhere “the good deposit” 

b) or “the good conscience”  

c) or “the deposit entrusted to you” 

d) or “the pattern of sound words” 

e) or “the words of the faith”  

f) or “the good confession” 

g) or simply “the faith” 

2. Jude would put it this way: 

Beloved, although I was very eager to write to you about our common salvation, I found it necessary 
to write appealing to you to contend for the faith that was once for all delivered to the saints. For 
certain people have crept in unnoticed who long ago were designated for this condemnation, ungodly 
people, who pervert the grace of our God into sensuality and deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus 
Christ. (Jude 3-4) 

3. He tells Timothy to tēreō: to keep, observe, obey, pay attention to, keep under guard, hold in custody, 
maintain or tend to “the faith” 

4. How? Like a hard-working Farmer tends to his crops and keeps his land.  

It is the hard-working farmer who ought to have the first share of the crops. (2 Tim. 2:6) 
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5. This agricultural metaphor is rich language used often by Jesus and the apostles – including Paul:  

a) sowers and seed, sheep and goats, fields ripe for harvest, etc.  

b) What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you believed, as the Lord 
assigned to each. I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. So neither he who 
plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth. He who plants and 
he who waters are one, and each will receive his wages according to his labor. For we are 
God's fellow workers. You are God's field, God's building. (1 Cor. 3:5-9) 

c) Who serves as a soldier at his own expense? Who plants a vineyard without eating any of its 
fruit? Or who tends a flock without getting some of the milk? Do I say these things on human 
authority? Does not the Law say the same? For it is written in the Law of Moses, “You shall 
not muzzle an ox when it treads out the grain.” Is it for oxen that God is concerned? Does he 
not certainly speak for our sake? It was written for our sake, because the plowman should 
plow in hope and the thresher thresh in hope of sharing in the crop. If we have sown spiritual 
things among you, is it too much if we reap material things from you? (1 Cor. 9:7-11) 

d) The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows 
bountifully will also reap bountifully. (2 Cor. 9:6) 

e) Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one sows, that will he also reap. For the 
one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the 
Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life. (Gal. 6:7-8) 

6. Wm. Hendriksen: Thessalonians, Timothy and Titus: NTC; p. 249 

a) If Timothy (or any worker in God’s vineyards) exerts himself to the full in the performance of 
his God-given spiritual task, he, too, will be the first to be rewarded. Not only will his own 
faith be strengthened, his hope quickened, his love deepened, and the flame of his gift 
enlivened, so that he will be blessed “in his doing,” but in addition he will see in the lives of 
others the beginnings of those glorious fruits that are mentioned in Gal. 5:22, 23.  

b) But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. (Gal. 5:22-23) 

7. The Pastorate is hard work – long hours, tedious duty, day-in and day-out sowing the Word, watering it 
with prayer (and tears), relentless cycles of sowing and reaping, times of drought, seasons of joy, a 
rhythm from Sunday to Sunday as steady as Spring to Fall.  

8. A Pastor-Farmer needs three things from you and from the Lord:  

a) First: Co-workers. The Farm is too big and too busy to be manned by just the “paid staff.” 

b) Second: Rain! And this comes from your prayers. 

c) Third: Seasons of refreshment from the work of the field.  

9. Keep an eye on Kevin DeYoung. He preaches twice per week, teaches at RTS Seminary, blogs for the 
Gospel Coalition, mentors his staff, counsels with members, has meetings with officers, writes books, 
travels on teaching missions, preaches at conferences, loves his wife and rears his children. He will wear 
himself out with the hard work of ministry unless 

• you lend him your hand,  



 

IM1703 
 

9 

• you pray for him daily, and …  

• you make him take time off and time away! 

10. Trust me: I’ve been in these fields for 35 years! We all need help, prayer, and time off/away. 

Conclusion: “The time of my departure has come…” the time of Kevin DeYoung’s arrival is at hand …  

1. This is not a time to be sad, or apprehensive or reserved. We have battles to fight, a race to be run, and 
fields to be tended to and kept up. We have no time to focus on the past, but only to look to the future.  

2. People will ask, “Well then, what is going to happen to Pastor Ross?” 

3. The Answer to that is simple: We head to the next phase of life and ministry …  

a) First: Jane and I will continue to work toward the goal of full retirement in 2018 or 2019. We 
aren’t there yet, but we’re headed that way.  

(1) Jane will teach at CDS next year 

(2) I will preach, teach, consult where I am able.  

b) Second: The Elders of the Church have been very gracious to assist us in meeting that goal – 
sooner than later. Your elders are caring quite well for Jane and me.  

c) Third: Jane and I will be exploring ways in which we can cut back in work, while at the same 
time remaining involved in God’s great mission in this world (and the PCA) 

d) Fourth: God has a reward waiting for us because of our faithful service to Him and His 
Church, for over 35 years.  

(1) Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the 
righteous judge, will award to me on that day, and not only to me but also to all 
who have loved his appearing. (2 Tim. 4:8) 

(2) This is not merely abstract thought 

(3) There truly is “laid up for me” a reward 

(4) apokeimai: to be stored away; to be laid up for; to be kept in reserve 

(5) The faithful pastor’s heavenly reward.  

e) God will take care of Jane and me, and He will use Christ Covenant Church to help in that 
care. He will grant me the crown of righteousness on judgement day.  

f) This is a bright future for me … and for you! 

g) Please note: “… and not only to me, but also to all who have loved his appearing.” (v. 8) 

4. Our partnership as people and pastors carries on through life in the sharing of the same, glorious reward. 
God does not forget our faithful service to His beloved Bride – the Church.  

a) Notice this: Paul calls God “The Lord, the righteous judge.”  

b) in contrast to Emperor Nero and his unjust persecution and condemnation of Paul to 
martyrdom.  

c) in comparison to biased judges at Olympic games or sporting events. 
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d) in correction of all the unfair judgements mad by people about the pastor. 

e) Paul keeps all these things in eternal perspective …  

This is how one should regard us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of 
God. Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be found faithful. But with me it is a 
very small thing that I should be judged by you or by any human court. In fact, I do not 
even judge myself. For I am not aware of anything against myself, but I am not thereby 
acquitted. It is the Lord who judges me. Therefore do not pronounce judgment before the 
time, before the Lord comes, who will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness and 
will disclose the purposes of the heart. Then each one will receive his commendation from 
God. (1 Cor. 4:1-5) 

5. It is the egotistical error of many a pastor to worry about and try to manufacture their LEGACY.  

a) … how he will be remembered by the church after he is gone.  

b) Legacy? I don’t find that word in the Bible, especially with reference to a human being.  

c) Here is the only legacy God is concerned about:  

Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in 
the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied 
himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being 
found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even 
death on a cross. Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name 
that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven 
and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. (Phil. 2:5-11) 

d) It is the Legacy of Jesus Christ that should be our concern.  

6. This is what Paul means by that last phrase of verse 8: “Who have loved His appearing.”  

a) parousia: appearing, unveiling, coming, arrival, presence 

b) parousia is used in the NT of Christ’s Second Coming.  

c) When Jesus returns to claim His reward – the world – and when all His friends and all His 
enemies bow down to worship Him …  

d) … to the glory of God!  

7. Please … Please … Please listen to me: Let us not make the same bitter and carnal mistake we’ve 
repeatedly made before … again and again!  

a) This is not all about the legacy of Harry Reeder.  

b) This is not all about the legacy of Tom Henry. 

c) This is not all about the legacy of Mike Ross. 

d) And this will not be all about the legacy of Kevin DeYoung.  

e) This is all about the Legacy of Jesus Christ and Christ alone! 

8. Donald Guthrie: The Pastoral Epistle: TNTC; p. 182 
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The apostle has intimated his forward look to that glorious day of Christ’s appearing and it is evident 
that this apocalyptic vision dominated his present reactions and his future hopes. The apostle hastens 
to add that this crown is not a special reservation for himself alone. He seems sensitive about 
appearing self-centered and points out, no doubt for the immediate encouragement of Timothy, that a 
similar crown awaits all who fulfil the conditions. Those who have longed for his appearing probably 
describes all those who loved the Lord, for all the early Christians had an intense longing for 
Christ’s complete triumph. They have loved his appearing in the past and will continue to do so to the 
moment of receiving the reward.  

9. In the end – and I mean THE END – all that matters is this:  

a) Jesus Christ has been honored and God has been glorified.  

b) The Holy Spirit has been at work in your lives, bringing you to both justification and 
sanctification, and eventually glorification.  

c) Your pastors have been faithful: in word, in the ministry, in their own homes, marriages and 
lives.  

d) We all receive the Crown of Righteousness because we loved God and we served Jesus: a 
righteousness Christ shares with us!  

10. In his book The Road to Character, author David Brooks concludes his study of developing character 
with 15 points he calls …  

a) The Humility Code 

b) Here is point #10 – Grace 

(1) We are all ultimately saved by grace. The struggle against weakness often has a U 
shape. You are living your life and then you get knocked off course – either by an 
overwhelming love, or by failure, illness, loss of employment, or twist of fate. The 
shape is advance-retreat-advance. In retreat, you admit your need and surrender 
your crown. You open up space that others might fill. And grace floods in. It may 
come in the form of love from friends and family, in the assistance of an 
unexpected stranger, or from God. But the message is the same. You are accepted. 
You don’t flail about in desperation, because hands are holding you up. You don’t 
have to struggle for a place, because you are embraced and accepted. You just 
have to accept the fact that you are accepted. Gratitude fills the soul, and with it 
the desire to serve and give back.  

(2) God has saved Jane and me by His grace.  

(3) You, Christ Covenant Church, have loved us well. 

(4) And my fellow pastors, staff, elders, deacons and special friends have held us up in 
your hands – in prayer and in care.  

c) Here is point #14 – Success 

The best leader tries to lead along the grain of human nature rather than go against it. He 
realizes that he, like the people he leads, is likely to be sometimes selfish, narrow-minded, 
and self-deceiving. Therefore he prefers arrangements that are low and steady to those 
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that are lofty and heroic. As long as the foundations of an institution are sound, he prefers 
change that is constant, gradual, and incremental to change that is radical and sudden. 
He understands that public life is a contest between partial truths and legitimate 
contesting interests. The goal of leadership is to find a just balance between competing 
values and competing goals. He seeks to be a trimmer, to shift weight one way or another 
as circumstances change, in order to keep the boat moving steadily forward on an even 
keel. He understands that in politics and business the lows are lower than the highs are 
high. The downside risk caused by bad decisions is larger than the upside benefits that 
accrue from good ones. Therefore the wise leader is a steward for his organization and 
tries to pass it along in slightly better condition than he found it.  

11. Have I been a “success”? A “good leader”? It doesn’t matter! In the end, God will determine that.  

12. What counts, right now and right here, is that we prepare to receive, to support, and to love Pastor Kevin 
DeYoung and his precious family. 

13. I know this: If we do so, God will reward that! Christ will be honored! God will be glorified!  

 


