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Esther 1:1-22                 April 2, 2017 PM 
Restoring God-Fearing Community                     Esther 
ES1701         
 

“The Fall of a Queen”    
 

INTRODUCTION: In 486 B.C., the Persian King Darius I died …  

1. Darius I (“The Great”) is the Persian King talked about in Ezra 1-6, Haggai and Zechariah 1-8. 

2. He was the third of the Persian Kings of the Achaemenid Dynasty 

a) Which ruled Persia and its empire from 550 B.C. - 330 B.C.  

b) Cyrus the Great (550-529 B.C.): The king who conquered Babylon and released the Jews 
from their exile, and authorized them to return to Judea, rebuild the Temple and restore the 
city of Jerusalem.  

c) Cambyses I (529-522 B.C.): During his reign the rebuilding of the temple ceased for almost 
20 years.  

d) Darius I (522-486 B.C.): A reign of 35 years 

(1) Killed a usurper to the throne Gaumata 

(2) Quelled several rebellions in the Empire 

(3) He became the greatest king in human history.  

e) He reorganized the Persian Empire by …  

(1) Dividing it into 20 Satrapies, with 127 provinces 

(i) Satrapies ruled by Satraps 

(ii) Provinces ruled by Governors 

(2) Instituting Aramaic as the legal, business and official language 

(3) Developed a uniform monetary system 

(4) Built roads, bridges and fortresses connecting the empire 

(5) Took up major building projects in Susa (the Capital) and Persepolis (Temple 
City)  

f) He extended the Empire by means of military campaigns and political alliances. During his 
reign the Persian Empire reached its zenith.  

g) Size: spanning 5.5 million square kilometers (34 million sq. miles); with a population of 
approx. 50 million people: 44% of the world’s population! (4 out of every 10 people!) 

3. Darius the Great was the son of Hystaspes and the grandson of Arsames 

a) Cyrus the Great was his great-great uncle; Cambyses was his great-uncle. He had 6 wives.  

b) He married a common girl and had a son Artobazanes.  

c) Then he married Atossa (his first cousin) and she gave him 4 sons: Xerxes and 3 other sons.  
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d) He then married Artystone (his wife Atossa’s sister), then Parmys, Phratagune and finally 
Phaidyme.  

e) In all he had 12 sons and multiple daughters.  

4. He invaded Greece in 492 B.C. and conquered much of Greece and Macedonia. But in 490 B.C. the 
Greeks rebelled and Darius’ army was surprised and defeated by the Athenian army at the Battle of 
Marathon. This ended Darius’ expansion campaigns.  

5. He died 4 years later in 486 B.C. while preparing the Second Invasion of Greece.  

6. Xerxes I was chosen to be his heir, over his first son Artobanzanes, because he was the son of the 
Achaemenid princess Atossa.  

a) Xerxes I is known by three names:  

(1) Persian Name: Khsyay’rsha 

(2) Greek Name: Xerxes (most well-known name) 

(3) Jewish Name: Ahasuerus (Esther 1:1) 

b) This was Esther’s husband in the Book of Esther 

c) He would rule Persia for 21 years (486-465 B.C.) 

d) The Events of the Book of Esther span the first two-thirds of Xerxes’ reign, from 486-472 
B.C. 

e) The prophet Zechariah would also span those same years, probably dying around the last 
year of the story of Esther (i.e., in 472 B.C.)  

7. Esther is a very unique book in the Canon of Scripture.  

a) In literary form it is classified as a story; or more precisely as a Novel (an historical narrative) 

b) It is shaped like an ancient genre known as “the Court Tale”  

(1) The Story of Joseph is a “court tale” 

(2) as is the Book of Daniel 

c) Anthony Tomasino, Zondervan Illus. Bible Background Comm.; Vol. 3; p. 472 

As the name implies, these stories are set in the royal court. The drama occurs when a 
hero uses skill or luck to foil enemy plots. In the process, the hero receives wealth, power, 
and/or glory. The Tale of Ahiqar, about an Assyrian courtier who uses his wits to 
overcome a treacherous nephew’s machinations, was well known and loved by both Jews 
and other Near Eastern peoples. Court tales are frequently based on historical figures, 
and perhaps even on actual events. We have clear evidence that Ahiqar, though his tale 
(as it has come down to us) is probably largely fictional, actually existed. The stories told 
about him incorporate many figures from Assyrian history as well as authentic details of 
court life.  

d) The apocryphal book of Judith is written in the same literary style, popular in the same 
historical time period.  

e) Anthony Tomasino (p. 472) … “The Novel”  
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Esther is often compared to the apocryphal book of Judith. This story features a female 
heroine who uses her “sex appeal” to rescue the Jews from destruction. While not a court 
tale per se, Judith seems to be representative of a literary style that became popular in the 
mid-to-late-Second Temple period: the “novel.”  

8. Esther was the last book accepted into the OT cannon of Scripture for three reasons:  

a) In Esther, there is no mention of the word God, no prayers, no sacrifices, no religious 
observances. In fact, it is a “secular” book (or so it seems). 

b) It is difficult to substantiate the events of Esther with the known historical records about King 
Xerxes. 

c) The reason (purpose) for the Book of Esther is unclear. It is not quoted in any other Book of 
the OT or NT! 

9. But, Evangelical Christians (and Scholars) accept Esther as (1) true history, (2) Inspired Scripture, and 
(3) spiritual use for the saints:  

a) All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, 
and for training in righteousness, (2 Tim. 3:16) 

b) Incidentally: The NT does not reference Ezra, Nehemiah, Ecclesiastes or Song of Solomon 
either! So what? 

10. Tonight I want to set the historical background for the Book of Esther.  

11. The Story of Esther begins with the Fall of a Queen (Esther 1:1-22) 

I. THE GREAT BANQUET OF THE KING (Esther 1:1-9) 

Now in the days of Ahasuerus, the Ahasuerus who reigned from India to Ethiopia over 127 provinces, in 
those days when King Ahasuerus sat on his royal throne in Susa, the citadel, in the third year of his reign he 
gave a feast for all his officials and servants. The army of Persia and Media and the nobles and governors of 
the provinces were before him, while he showed the riches of his royal glory and the splendor and pomp of 
his greatness for many days, 180 days. And when these days were completed, the king gave for all the people 
present in Susa the citadel, both great and small, a feast lasting for seven days in the court of the garden of 
the king's palace. There were white cotton curtains and violet hangings fastened with cords of fine linen and 
purple to silver rods and marble pillars, and also couches of gold and silver on a mosaic pavement of 
porphyry, marble, mother-of-pearl, and precious stones. Drinks were served in golden vessels, vessels of 
different kinds, and the royal wine was lavished according to the bounty of the king. And drinking was 
according to this edict: “There is no compulsion.” For the king had given orders to all the staff of his palace 
to do as each man desired. Queen Vashti also gave a feast for the women in the palace that belonged to King 
Ahasuerus. (Esther 1:1-9) 

1. Early in his reign, (in the third year of his reign) King Xerxes gave a great banquet.  

a) “third year of his reign” = 483 B.C. 

b) In the first 3 years of his reign Xerxes put down revolts in both Egypt and Babylon. 

c) He destroyed the temples in Babylon and carried away a large statue of the Babylonian god 
Marduk to Susa.  
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d) He then prepared to renew his father’s Second Campaign against Greece. He would invade 
Greece in 481 B.C. 

2. His mighty empire spread from India to Ethiopia (v. 1) 

a) literally: from India to Cush 

b) i.e., from Pakistan and the Indus River, to present day Sudan and Northern Ethiopia, from the 
Black Sea to the Red Sea, including Greece, North Africa and Med. Islands.  

c) 50 million people; 34 million sq. miles; 44 % of the world’s pop. 

d) highly organized under 20 Satraps, 127 governors, and a massive army and navy.  

3. This banquet was given for two reasons:  

a) First: to solicit the help of his noblemen and to seek their advice about an Invasion of Greece.  

b) Second: to celebrate his impeding victory over Greece.  

4. The Persian Empire had four main “capitals” 

a) Susa: The main capital and winter capital in the center (Persia) 

b) Ecbatana: The Northern Capital, the summer capital (Media) 

Then Darius the king made a decree, and search was made in Babylonia, in the house of the 
archives where the documents were stored.  And in Ecbatana, the citadel that is in the 
province of Media, a scroll was found on which this was written: A record. (Ezra 6:1-2) 

c) Babylon: in the West; a key administrative center 

d) Persepolis: in the East; the ceremonial and religious capital 

5. Esther’s story takes place in Susa, in the Royal Palace:  

a) 225 miles east of Babylon; selected by Darius I as his H.Q. 

b) about 250 acres, in 2 sections 

(1) the lower city/ unwalled, residential and commercial 

(2) the Citadel of Susa: Royal Palace, Fortified area, the place of government business 

c) By 486 B.C. a significant Jewish Community existed in Susa. 

6. Note: the vast majority of Jews never returned to the Holy Land.  

a) In 727 the Assyrians scattered them throughout the Middle East (the diaspora = dispersion)  

b) In 605, 597 and 586 the Babylonians took them into exile in concentrated 

(1) Daniel and royalty to Babylon 

(2) Ezekiel and exiles to Nippur (S. E. of Babylon 

(3) In 586 B.C. the final wave: ?Susa? 

c) Both Daniel and Nehemiah lived and worked in Susa. Daniel died and was buried there. 

d) Many Jews lived in Persia choosing not to return to Judea 

e) Jews were also employed throughout the Persian Empire in government positions 
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7. John Haywood: Historical Atlas of the Ancient World; p. 1.15 

The Persian empire was a thoroughly cosmopolitan state which united elements of all the major 
civilizations of its time except the Chinese. By throwing together peoples from so many backgrounds, 
the empire promoted the diffusion and mixing of cultures and ended the isolation of the old 
civilizations.  

8. King Xerxes declared a “Royal Celebration” that lasted 6 months! 

a) in the third year of his reign he gave a feast for all his officials and servants. The army of 
Persia and Media and the nobles and governors of the provinces were before him, while he 
showed the riches of his royal glory and the splendor and pomp of his greatness for many 
days, 180 days. And when these days were completed, the king gave for all the people present 
in Susa the citadel, both great and small, a feast lasting for seven days in the court of the 
garden of the king's palace. There were white cotton curtains and violet hangings fastened 
with cords of fine linen and purple to silver rods and marble pillars, and also couches of gold 
and silver on a mosaic pavement of porphyry, marble, mother-of-pearl, and precious stones. 
Drinks were served in golden vessels, vessels of different kinds, and the royal wine was 
lavished according to the bounty of the king. And drinking was according to this edict: “There 
is no compulsion.” For the king had given orders to all the staff of his palace to do as each 
man desired. (Esther 1:3-8) 

b) Not unusual: In 2002 Queen Elizabeth II celebrated her Golden Jubilee (50th Anniv. as 
Queen of England) 

c) Events lasted all year: 48,000 people visited the State Room of Buckingham Palace from 
August 5- Sept. 29, 2002 

d) I was one of the last groups to view the Palace! 

e) A Royal Celebration in 3 phases 

(1) The Feast for the Nobles (v. 3) 

(2) 6-month demonstration of Royal Wealth (?tours?) (v. 4) 

(3) a week-long celebration of the Citizens of Susa (vv. 5-8) 

f) a very realistic scenario. 

9. Mervin Brenneman: Esther: NAC; Vol. 10; p. 305 

“For a full 180 days” does not necessarily mean the banquet lasted that long. Xerxes must have had 
some sort of public exposition that lasted half a year. The nobles and army officials were invited to 
see all this luxury. This may also have been a time of planning for the military campaign against 
Greece (480-479 B.C.). Herodotus says that after 180 days of showing the riches and glory of his 
empire, Xerxes presented his proposal to the nobles and princes.  

10. Here is what the ancient Greek historian Herodotus actually wrote:  Persian Wars: Book Seven; 
Polymnia; sec. 7 and 19, 20; pp. 391and 399. 

a) First, however, in the year following the death of Darius, he marched against those who had 
revolted from him; and having reduced them, and laid all Egypt under a far harder yoke than 
ever his father had put upon it, he gave the government to Achaemenes, who was his own 
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brother, and son to Darius. This Achaemenes was afterwards slain in his government by 
Tnaros, the son of Psammetichus, a Libyan. After Egypt was subdued, Xerxes, being about to 
take in hand the expedition against Athens, called together an assembly of the noblest 
Persians, to learn their opinions, and to lay before them his own designs.  

b) He supposedly had a series of three dreams (visions) 

c) They motivated him to plan for an invasion of Greece, something he really did not want to do.  

d) He was urged to do so by his cousin Mardonius, but advised against doing so by this other 
cousin Artabanus. 

e) Convinced by the Court Magicians that his dreams foretold great victory, Xerxes moved 
forward.  

f) Herodotus records this fact … (p. 399) 

After Xerxes had thus determined to go forth to the war, there appeared to him in his sleep 
yet a third vision. The Magi were consulted upon it, and said that its meaning reached to 
the whole earth, and that all mankind would become his servants. Now the vision which 
the king saw was this: he dreamed that he was crowned with a branch of an olive-tree, 
and that boughs spread out from the olive-branch and covered the whole earth; then 
suddenly the garland, as it lay upon his brow, vanished. So when the Magi had thus 
interpreted the vision, straightway all the Persians who were come together departed to 
their several governments, where each displayed the greatest zeal, on the faith of the 
king’s offers. For all hoped to obtain for themselves the gifts which had been promised. 
And so Xerxes gathered together his host, ransacking every corner of the continent.  

Reckoning from the recovery of Egypt, Xerxes spent four full years in collecting his host, 
and making ready all things that were needed for his soldiers. It was not till the close of 
the fifth year that he set forth on his march, accompanied by a mighty multitude. For of all 
the armaments whereof any mention has reached us, this was by far the greatest.  

g) i.e., he planned the invasion from 483 B.C. to its launch in 481 B.C.  

11. Xerxes also had at least 3 wives 

a) Amestris, the daughter of Otanes. She gave Xerxes six children.  

(1) Four sons, including Artaxerxes I (successor) 

(2) two daughters, who married royalty 

(3) Artaxerxes murdered two of his brothers Darius II and Hystespes 

(4) the fourth son Achaemenes II was murdered by the Egyptians 

b) A queen named Vashti 

c) And Queen Esther 

d) Perhaps more wives who gave him 6 more children. 

II. THE GREAT FALL OF THE QUEEN (Esther 1:10-22) 

On the seventh day, when the heart of the king was merry with wine, he commanded Mehuman, Biztha, 
Harbona, Bigtha and Abagtha, Zethar and Carkas, the seven eunuchs who served in the presence of King 
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Ahasuerus, to bring Queen Vashti before the king with her royal crown, in order to show the peoples and the 
princes her beauty, for she was lovely to look at. But Queen Vashti refused to come at the king's command 
delivered by the eunuchs. At this the king became enraged, and his anger burned within him. Then the king 
said to the wise men who knew the times (for this was the king's procedure toward all who were versed in 
law and judgment, the men next to him being Carshena, Shethar, Admatha, Tarshish, Meres, Marsena, and 
Memucan, the seven princes of Persia and Media, who saw the king's face, and sat first in the kingdom): 
“According to the law, what is to be done to Queen Vashti, because she has not performed the command of 
King Ahasuerus delivered by the eunuchs?” Then Memucan said in the presence of the king and the officials, 
“Not only against the king has Queen Vashti done wrong, but also against all the officials and all the 
peoples who are in all the provinces of King Ahasuerus. For the queen's behavior will be made known to all 
women, causing them to look at their husbands with contempt, since they will say, ‘King Ahasuerus 
commanded Queen Vashti to be brought before him, and she did not come.’ This very day the noble women 
of Persia and Media who have heard of the queen's behavior will say the same to all the king's officials, and 
there will be contempt and wrath in plenty. If it please the king, let a royal order go out from him, and let it 
be written among the laws of the Persians and the Medes so that it may not be repealed, that Vashti is never 
again to come before King Ahasuerus. And let the king give her royal position to another who is better than 
she. So when the decree made by the king is proclaimed throughout all his kingdom, for it is vast, all women 
will give honor to their husbands, high and low alike.” This advice pleased the king and the princes, and the 
king did as Memucan proposed. He sent letters to all the royal provinces, to every province in its own script 
and to every people in its own language, that every man be master in his own household and speak 
according to the language of his people. (Esther 1:10-22) 

1. At the climax of the feast (seventh day of the week-long banquet), King Xerxes got a bit “tipsy” with 
wine –  

a) “when the heart of the king was merry with wine” 

b) Three parties were simultaneously taking place –  

(1) the Imperial party for all of Susa 

(2) the Palace Party for the Nobleman and Officers 

(3) Vashti’s party for the Noblewomen 

Queen Vashti also gave a feast for the women in the palace that belonged to 
King Ahasuerus. (Esther 1:9) 

2. Xerxes gets to boasting about how beautiful Vashti truly is. So he sends for her to prove his point –  

a) On the seventh day, when the heart of the king was merry with wine, he commanded 
Mehuman, Biztha, Harbona, Bigtha and Abagtha, Zethar and Carkas, the seven eunuchs who 
served in the presence of King Ahasuerus, to bring Queen Vashti before the king with her 
royal crown, in order to show the peoples and the princes her beauty, for she was lovely to 
look at. (Esther 1:10-11) 

b) seven eunuchs: Eunuchs were castrated males who served in the courts of Babylonian and 
Persian Kings 

(1) Note: Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego may well have been made 
eunuchs.  
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(2) They were especially used to oversee the harem of the Kings. They were unable to 
commit adultery with Queens or Concubines. 

(3) They would not be able to start their own dynasties and were therefore no threat to 
the king. 

(4) Cyrus the Great employed eunuchs as his personal guard 

(5) Some Eunuchs became powerful royal employees and officials.  

3. “Vashti” is derived from the Aramaic word “best” or “beloved” 

a) i.e., a title rather than a proper name 

b) Xerxes’ “best-looking” wife; His “most beloved” concubine, (?) 

c) D.J. Clines: Ezra-Esther: NCBC; pp. 278-279 

(1) The name Vashti is unattested in extra-biblical sources, where Xerxes’ queen is 
known only as Amestris. Vashti may represent Avestan Vahishta, ‘the best’ or ‘the 
beloved.’ The name could be an honorific title applicable to any Persian queen. 
The historicity of the story is neither supported nor negated by the use of the name 
Vashti.  

(2) Vashti’s beauty is for Ahasuerus an object for display or show, just like his wealth 
spoken of in v. 4; it is indeed the chief treasure he possesses and has been saved up 
for the seventh and final day of the second banquet.  

4. Vashti flat out “refused” to come at the Kings beckoning. Why? 

a) Probably not because the king wanted to display her naked or in scanty clothing. Persians 
were modest people.  

b) She refused because this display was beneath her dignity and position: Concubines were used 
for sex and displayed for beauty, but not Queens! 

c) The fact that she was to wear her “royal crown” – a royal turban – exacerbated her 
indignation. 

d) Summoned like a concubine, dressed as a queen? No!  

5. The refusal humiliated King Xerxes: The most mighty man in the world could not control one of his 
wives. 

But Queen Vashti refused to come at the king's command delivered by the eunuchs. At this the king 
became enraged, and his anger burned within him. (Esther 1:12) 

6. What followed next was a sad, even pitiful, display of male pride, chauvinism and abuse of power: A 
Counsel is called.  

a) Rather than laugh at the Queen’s spunk and call off the bad idea 

b) Xerxes consults the “experts in the law” about what to do!  

c) Seven Princes = seven nobles; Xerxes most-trusted advisors (His “cabinet”) 

Then the king said to the wise men who knew the times (for this was the king's procedure 
toward all who were versed in law and judgment, the men next to him being Carshena, 
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Shethar, Admatha, Tarshish, Meres, Marsena, and Memucan, the seven princes of Persia 
and Media, who saw the king's face, and sat first in the kingdom): (Esther 1:13-14) 

d) The question: “According to the law, what is to be done to Queen Vashti, because she has not 
performed the command of King Ahasuerus delivered by the eunuchs?” (Esther 1:15) 

7. Memucan speaks for the group:  

a) Then Memucan said in the presence of the king and the officials, “Not only against the king 
has Queen Vashti done wrong, but also against all the officials and all the peoples who are in 
all the provinces of King Ahasuerus. For the queen's behavior will be made known to all 
women, causing them to look at their husbands with contempt, since they will say, ‘King 
Ahasuerus commanded Queen Vashti to be brought before him, and she did not come.’ This 
very day the noble women of Persia and Media who have heard of the queen's behavior will 
say the same to all the king's officials, and there will be contempt and wrath in plenty. If it 
please the king, let a royal order go out from him, and let it be written among the laws of the 
Persians and the Medes so that it may not be repealed, that Vashti is never again to come 
before King Ahasuerus. And let the king give her royal position to another who is better than 
she. So when the decree made by the king is proclaimed throughout all his kingdom, for it is 
vast, all women will give honor to their husbands, high and low alike.” (Esther 1:16-20) 

b) A classic case of bureaucratic over-reach! 

c) Rather than deal with Vashti personally, an executive order, ruining his queen’s life, is called 
for!  

d) Depose Vashti as a lesson/ warning to all Persian women! 

8. Amazingly, in the land which prized itself on its law and order, a knee-jerk reaction leads to a fateful and 
unjust royal decree!   

a) This advice pleased the king and the princes, and the king did as Memucan proposed. He sent 
letters to all the royal provinces, to every province in its own script and to every people in its 
own language, that every man be master in his own household and speak according to the 
language of his people. (Esther 1:21-22) 

b) At the stroke of a pen Vashti is vanished forever: as a former consort to the king she could 
neither divorce or remarry … ever again.  

c) She would be sent to the harem, last among the concubines. Never to see the face of the King 
again or the outside of the harem courtyard! 

d) Please note: Royal decrees by Babylonian and Persian kings could never be revoked, 
changed or vetoed by future kings. They were infallible and immutable!  

9. Xerxes should have listened to the advice of a Jewish Queen-mother:  

It is not for kings, O Lemuel, 
it is not for kings to drink wine, 
or for rulers to take strong drink, 
lest they drink and forget what has been decreed 
and pervert the rights of all the afflicted. (Prov. 31:4-5) 
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10. Please take note of this: Generally speaking Persian women, and especially royal and noble women, were 
well-treated in ancient Persia.  

a) They were educated and treated well 

b) They usually dined with their husbands and regularly engaged in social events with them 

c) They were schooled in horsemanship, archery, music and art 

d) They often hosted their own events and engaged in their own business dealings, including the 
purchase of their own property.  

e) They were “liberated” in many ways.  

f) This makes Xerxes decree all the more (1) unnecessary and (2) unjust.  

11. Was Vashti just being “difficult,” on a whim? Or was she trying to divert a disaster?  

12. I believe what Vashti was afraid of was that more women, her royal guests, would be summoned to the 
drunken men and bad things begin to happen! An unforgiveable offense to her guests!  

13. Herodotus wrote of this very thing in The Persian Wars: Book Five: Terpsichore; sec. 18; p. 300 

Now when the meal was over, and they were all set to the drinking, the Persians said, “Dear 
Macedonian, we Persians have a custom when we make a great feast to bring with us to the board 
our wives and concubines, and make them sit beside us. Now then, as you have received us so kindly, 
and feast us so handsomely, and give moreover earth and water to King Darius, do also after our 
custom in this matter.” And the women came at his call and took their seats in a row over against the 
Persians. Then, when the Persians saw that the women were fair and comely, they spoke again and 
said, that what had been done was not wise, for it had been better for the women not to have come at 
all, than to come in this way, and not sit by their sides, but remain over against them, the torment of 
their eyes. So the women did as he ordered, and then the Persians, who had drunk more than they 
ought, began to put their hands on their breasts, and one tried to kiss the woman next to him.  

14. But it was too late: The decree was issued. The law unchangeable, and Vashti was deposed and expelled 
from royal court … forever!  

Conclusion: Esther, chapter one, is the introduction to the Esther Story.  

1. D. J. Clines: Ezra-Esther: NCBC; p. 284 

Of all the characters in the first chapter (sixteen persons are mentioned by name), only Ahasuerus 
survives into the second chapter. The prelude has obviously been narrated as an introductory sketch 
of his character, as well as to account for the vacancy that Esther will now fill. Here the narrative of 
the remainder of the book is set in motion.  

2. Ahasuerus = Xerxes I is not a bad king, who failed at everything;  

a) Quite the contrary 

b) He was deeply religious, preferred not to go to war, built great projects, reorganized 
government.  

c) A.T. Olmstead: History of the Persian Empire; p. 248 

Xerxes (486-465) is in tradition the weakling monarch, dominated by his eunuchs and 
remembered chiefly for his insane attack on European Greece. Oriental sources picture a 
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very different character. At his accession Xerxes was in the prime of life, about thirty-five 
years of age, and had been trained as successor to the throne by a dozen years of 
strenuous administration as viceroy of Babylon. In consequence, his reign stands out for 
the significance of the administrative changes; if Darius began the new Achaemenid 
regime through his law, Xerxes marks an even greater break with the past.  

Against his one military failure in Europe, not so spectacular to his subjects as it 
appeared to later generations, must be placed a whole series of victories, including the 
previous recovery of the two wealthiest and as yet most civilized peoples of his vast empire 
and his retention of control over the majority of the Greeks themselves. In the field of 
culture the picture is the same. If the architects of his father laid out the grandiose plan of 
the terrace structures at the new capital of Parsa, it was Xerxes who brought the main 
buildings to completion and initiated most of the others. If he failed to understand the 
economic forces which already were sapping the empire’s strength, he was no worse than 
others of the ancients.  

3. If we don’t keep these historical records in mind, then the Book of Esther is treated as fiction, a novel, a 
myth. But it is historical narrative. 

4. There are six lessons in chapter one of Esther that apply to us, perhaps more than any other book in the 
OT (or in the NT)! 

a) First: We Christians live as “aliens and strangers,” scattered throughout the nations of the 
world – always a minority in any one place. 

(1) Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who are elect exiles of the Dispersion in 
Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, according to the foreknowledge 
of God the Father, in the sanctification of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ 
and for sprinkling with his blood: May grace and peace be multiplied to you. (1 
Peter 1:1-2) 

(2) Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the passions of the 
flesh, which wage war against your soul. Keep your conduct among the Gentiles 
honorable, so that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may see your 
good deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation. (1 Peter 2:11-12) 

b) Second: We live in a nation as schizophrenic as ancient Persia.  

(1) A Land that prizes itself on “Law and Order”  

(2) But a land beset by the troubles of unwise executive orders 

(3) We are a cosmopolitan nation: multi-ethnic, multi-racial, multi-religious 

(4) filled with fear and apprehensions over immigrants, foreign influence and strange 
religions. 

c) Third: Ours is a culture where great advances in equality between men and women have 
been made, but also a society where …  

(1) women are valued mainly for beauty and sexual appeal 

(2) where “lost boys” and “strong girls” live in constant friction 
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(3) where alcohol and drugs often lead to immoral actions 

(4) where men rule but women control! Conflict! 

d) Fourth: We live in a time when Christians are increasingly projected as dangerous, 
subversive, even “evil” minority who must be suppressed or perhaps eliminated altogether. 
The government is increasingly hostile to the church.  

e) Fifth: We wake up every day with the possibility that laws and executive orders from the 
Capital in Washington, D.C., will be issued and make our way of life and our faith more 
difficult, if not impossible, to safely practice.  

f) Sixth: The Evangelical Church of our time is so worldly and so weak that we look and sound 
more like Babylon then we do Jerusalem. We are in trouble!  

5. We are a people who would love to see God-fearing community once again established in America. We 
want revival for our churches, reformation for our Christian Religion and restoration for our earthly 
homeland.  

a) We belong to Zion, the City of God. 

b) We live in Babylon, the City of Man. 

c) And we naturally love them both, each in its own way.  

6. Behind our story – our own historical narrative – there operates the invisible hand of God’s Providence. 

a) This is the Theme of Esther: three worldviews in conflict 

b) Haman’s view of fate; Mordecai’s view of action; God’s Providence 

c) Joyce Baldwin: Esther: TOTC; pp. 37-38 

(1) Haman believes in chance-fate and thinks that on this basis he can annihilate 
God’s people. In other words he is a practical atheist, and the writer portrays his 
world only to parody it. He believes he can control history within the limits of his 
circumstances.  

(2) The other world-view also lays stress on human initiative. Mordecai urged Esther 
to approach the king; if she failed to make this move, dangerous as it was, her own 
life and the life of her people could be wiped out. Thus human responsibility 
continues to be prominent, but it is not isolated from the conviction that events are 
part of a pattern for which only the Lord God could be responsible. The book sets 
the two world-views in contrast, and shows by the outcome which is to be 
preferred. Human agents were the unwitting instruments of one who was the 
unseen Ruler of events.  

(3) ‘God was not overt, His word not direct, and His face not revealed, still, behind 
the veil or purim, God’s providence towards His people, would uphold them 
against adversary and ideological force alike, as in Passover of old.’  

d) In the Book of Esther, we see historical events from God’s perspective: Providence! 

7. And this Book forces us to answer the question:  How do you interpret the events of your life?  
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