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First Corinthians 15:50-58             April 16, 2017 AM 
Easter Sunday 2017               Easter Sunday 
IM1704       
 

“Behold! I Tell You a Mystery” 
 

INTRODUCTION: J. B. Phillips states that First Corinthians, chapter 15, is “the most important chapter in the 
Bible.” 

1. Even a casual reading of 1 Corinthians 15:1-58 reveals how one might honestly and legitimately arrive at 
this same conclusion:  

a) Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you received, in 
which you stand, and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached to 
you—unless you believed in vain. For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also 
received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, that he was buried, 
that he was raised on the third day… (1 Cor. 15:1-4) 

b) key phrase “as of first importance” 

c) Brian Peterson: 2017 Holy Week Devotional Guide: “The Firstfruits of the Grave”; p. 5 

The apostle Paul—that great theologian of the cross—begins to lay out his concluding 
remarks to the Corinthian church with a startling claim. After everything else he has said 
in his first letter to them, including how the local church should handle relational 
divisions, immorality of every sort, and even spiritual gifts, he brings everything back to 
the main thing: the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ. “For I delivered to you 
as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance 
with Scriptures, that He was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the 
scriptures.” (1 Corinthians 15:3-4) For Paul, all other theological truths, no matter how 
deep or significant, stand under the shadow of the cross-work of Jesus Christ, the chief 
corner- stone of which is the resurrection. 

d) The resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead is the very centerpiece of the Christian 
Faith.  

e) Paul Beasley-Murray: The Message of the Resurrection: BST; p. 17 

The resurrection is the climax of the Christian gospel. Indeed, without the resurrection 
there would be no gospel. The resurrection is the first article of the Christian faith and the 
demonstration of all the rest.  

f) If there is no resurrection of Jesus Christ then there is no good news, no salvation, no eternal 
life.  

g) If in Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all people most to be pitied. (1 Cor. 
15:19) 

2. Pastors, Theologians and Bible Scholars find it difficult to relate First Corinthians 15 to the rest of Paul’s 
first letter (actually the 2nd) to the Church in Corinth.  
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a) First: It begins so abruptly: “Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached (i.e., 
made known) to you …” (15:1) 

b) Why a theological chapter at the end of 14 chapters on practical Christian living in the 
church? 

c) Apparently, there were some in Corinth who had trouble accepting the doctrine of the 
resurrection:  

Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say that there is 
no resurrection of the dead? (1 Cor. 15:12) 

d) Who were these people? And what did they believe?  

3. First, these “Brothers” were sincere Christians and they did believe and receive Paul’s gospel message –  

a) Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you received, in 
which you stand, and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached to 
you—unless you believed in vain. (1 Cor. 15:1-2) 

b) Whether then it was I or they, so we preach and so you believed. (1 Cor. 15:11) 

c) and that Gospel message included the truth about Jesus Christ rising from the dead …  

d) For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins 
in accordance with the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in 
accordance with the Scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he 
appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though 
some have fallen asleep. Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. Last of all, as to 
one untimely born, he appeared also to me. (1 Cor. 3-8) 

(1) Christ’s atoning death = the Crucifixion 

(2) Christ’s burial = Jesus under the power of death 

(3) Christ’s resurrection = Jesus emerging alive from the grave 

(4) Christ’s appearance = over 514 eye witnesses to the resurrected and living Christ 

e) All the Corinthian Christians believed that Jesus rose from the dead.  

4. Second, what some of them had a difficult time accepting was that Jesus would raise the body – his own 
or anyone else’s! 

a) Why? The Greeks were dualistic in their religion, philosophy and moral thinking 

(1) The spirit (pneuma) was superior and immortal  

(2) The body (soma) or flesh (surx) was inferior and mortal. 

b) Simply put: When a human being dies his/her spirit/soul lived on but the flesh/body rotted and 
ceased to exist.  

c) In fact: death was a release from the body/flesh! 

d) Socrates wrote (Phaedo 66E-67A; D. Garland: ECNT; p. 200) 
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The “soul” is “entirely fastened and welded to the body and is compelled to regard 
realities through the body as through prison bars.”  

e) Josephus tells of how Eleazar rejected this Greek view of the body and soul. (Jewish Wars: 
7.8.7; p. 509) 

Our forefathers have corroborated the same doctrine by their actions and by their bravery 
of mind, that it is life that is a calamity to men, and not death; for this last affords our 
souls their liberty, and sends them by a removal into their own place of purity, where they 
are to be insensible of all sorts of misery; for while souls are tied down to a mortal body, 
they are partakers of its miseries; and really, to speak the truth, they are themselves 
disagreeable. It is true, the power of the soul is great, even when it is imprisoned in the 
mortal body; for by moving it after a way that is invisible, it makes the body a sensible 
instrument, and causes it to advance farther in its actions than mortal nature could 
otherwise do. However, when it is freed from that weight which draws it down to the earth 
and is connected with it, it obtains its own proper place, and does then become a partaker 
of that blessed power, and those abilities, which are then every way incapable of being 
hindered in their operations.  

f) Epicurean Philosophers saw life from this dualistic mindset: what we do in the Body does 
not affect the soul, so have as much fun as you can while alive in the flesh, because once you 
die pleasure is no longer possible! Paul quotes them! 

What do I gain if, humanly speaking, I fought with beasts at Ephesus? If the dead are not 
raised, “Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die.” Do not be deceived: “Bad company 
ruins good morals.” (1 Cor. 15:32-33) 

g) These Greek Christians, or at least a fair number of them, believed that the resurrection of the 
body was both impossible and undesirable –  

h) David E. Garland: 1 Corinthians: ECNT; p. 201 

It is possible that the Corinthians may have thought of the resurrection of the dead in 
literal terms of a reanimation of decayed corpses. They may have been mystified as to how 
a body that perishes and rots could be resurrected, or they may have found the whole idea 
repulsive.  

5. This idea was already present in the Apostolic Church …  

a) …. at least in Ephesus, where Timothy was pastor:  

But avoid irreverent babble, for it will lead people into more and more ungodliness, and 
their talk will spread like gangrene. Among them are Hymenaeus and Philetus, who have 
swerved from the truth, saying that the resurrection has already happened. They are 
upsetting the faith of some. But God's firm foundation stands, bearing this seal: “The Lord 
knows those who are his,” and, “Let everyone who names the name of the Lord depart 
from iniquity.” (2 Tim. 2:16-19) 

b) These Corinthian Christians believed that …  

(1) Physical resurrection was impossible and undesirable 

(2) Jesus rose with a “spiritual body” but not a corporeal body. 
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(3) Christians experience the fullness of resurrection life when they receive the Holy 
Spirit: “spiritual life” 

c) And the proof of this spirit/resurrection life was the spiritual gifts. 

(1) especially speaking in tongues: heavenly language 

(2) Paul Beasley-Murray: Message of the Resurrection; BST; p. 120 

Some of the Corinthians appear to have been convinced that they already had 
all there was to have (see 4:8). For them the gifts of the Sprit, and especially 
the gift of tongues, were a sign of their present angelic existence (13:1). 

(3) If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong 
or a clanging cymbal. (1 Cor. 13:1) 

d) These Corinthian Saints assumed that they had all that was offered in Christ, once they were 
baptized –  

(1) David Prior: 1 Corinthians: BST; p. 257 

In brief, this assumed that Christians enter into the fullness of their inheritance 
in Christ from the outset of their incorporation into Christ, spelt out in 
baptism. The Corinthians wanted everything now, and saw constant victory 
over sin, sickness, suffering and Satan as the right-by-faith of every properly-
directed Christian. The logical conclusion of such an approach to Christian 
discipleship was to claim, with Hymenaeus and Philetus, that ‘the resurrection 
is past already’. Such a position does not necessarily deny the resurrection of 
Jesus, but does deny any future hope of resurrection for the Christian: all we 
can expect is what we have now.  

(2) Paul references this misconception in chapter 4 …  

Already you have all you want! Already you have become rich! Without us you 
have become kings! And would that you did reign, so that we might share the 
rule with you! (1 Cor. 4:8) 

(3) Health, wealth, victory, success! 

6. Theologians call this: “over-realized eschatology” 

7. Parallel Today? Yes. In the Charismatic “Prosperity Gospel” we see preached by one TV preacher after 
another.  

a) a pure focus on this life in this world. 

b) avoiding the Cross and its call to suffer for Christ 

c) ignoring the Resurrection which takes us out of this world. 

d) Paul Beasley-Murray: Message of the Resurrection; BST; p. 121 

To us today such an ‘over-realized eschatology’ seems strange. Yet perhaps the 
triumphalistic ‘prosperity’ teaching of certain charismatic groups, with its emphasis on 
the present blessings of health, wealth and success, is not so far removed from the 
Corinthian way of thinking. Indeed, such thinking is not confined to these groups. It is 
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amazing how easy it is for the cross to disappear from Christian living (as distinct from 
Christian believing) in mainline churches too. The fact is that we follow both a crucified 
and risen Lord.  

8. Hint: When you visit other churches notice three things –  

a) How prominent (if at all) is The Cross displayed?  

b) How often does the preacher reference the atoning death of Jesus Christ and its call to 
holiness? 

c) How many times, in hymns, prayers and preaching, is the resurrection referenced, and your 
eyes lifted to heaven?  

d) If the answer is, “Not much, if not at all.”. then it’s time to leave that Church and find a 
Christian (Gospel) Church!  

9. This Holy Week we’ve been meditating on The Resurrection …  

a) Using First Corinthians 15 as our tool.  

b) Preached through by our Pastors, in the evening services of Holy Week 

c) Devotional Booklet: The Firstfruits of the Grave 

10. First Corinthians 15 has but four paragraphs, but it breaks its message into Seven Gospel Truths that 
shape all of the Christian life –  

a) Truth #1 – The Resurrection is the Climax of the Gospel (Brian Peterson) 

Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you received, in 
which you stand, and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I 
preached to you—unless you believed in vain. For I delivered to you as of first importance 
what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, (1 
Cor. 15:1-3) 

b) Truth #2 – The Resurrection is the Center of the Christian Life and Faith (Bernie Lawrence) 

Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say that there is 
no resurrection of the dead? If in Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all 
people most to be pitied. (1 Cor. 15:12, 19) 

c) Truth #3 – The Resurrection of Jesus Christ is the first fruit of the resurrection for all 
Christians (Dave Baxter) 

But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen 
asleep. (1 Cor. 15:20) 

d) Truth #4 – The Resurrection gives both meaning to and hope in the midst of personal 
suffering (Mike Miller) 

Otherwise, what do people mean by being baptized on behalf of the dead? If the dead are 
not raised at all, why are people baptized on their behalf? Why are we in danger every 
hour? (1 Cor. 15:29-30) 

e) Truth #5 – The Resurrection gives reason for death: out of the grave comes the resurrection 
life (Steward Neely) 
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But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they come?” 
You foolish person! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. (1 Cor. 15:35-36) 

f) Truth #6 – The Resurrection brings about the Transformation we need to fit us for heaven 
(Bruce Creswell) 

So is it with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable; what is raised is 
imperishable. It is sown in dishonor; it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness; it is 
raised in power. (1 Cor. 15:42-43) 

g) Truth #7 – The Resurrection gives true meaning to life  

(1) Our Easter Message Today 

(2) I tell you this, brothers: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor 
does the perishable inherit the imperishable. Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall 
not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, 
at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised 
imperishable, and we shall be changed. For this perishable body must put on the 
imperishable, and this mortal body must put on immortality. When the perishable 
puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on immortality, then shall come to 
pass the saying that is written: 

“Death is swallowed up in victory.” 
“O death, where is your victory? 
O death, where is your sting?” 

The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, 
who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, my beloved 
brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, 
knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain. (1 Cor. 15:50-58) 

(3) The Final Great Mystery! 

11. This Great Mystery carries with is three marvelous messages for us Christians – those still alive today!  

a) We shall all be changed (15:50-52) 

b) We shall all conquer death (15:53-57) 

c) We shall all be rewarded (15:58) 

I. THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS CHRIST WILL CHANGE ALL BELIEVERS (15:50-52) 

I tell you this, brothers: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit 
the imperishable. Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a 
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be 
raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. (1 Cor. 15:50-52) 

1. In the previous verses (vv. 42-49) Paul had clearly stated that there were two kinds of human bodies:  

a) The One he describes as: earthly, perishable, natural, weak and dishonorable. (our present, 
fallen, sinful bodies) 
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b) The other he describes as: heavenly, imperishable, spiritual, powerful and glorious (our future 
resurrection bodies)  

c) There are heavenly bodies and earthly bodies, but the glory of the heavenly is of one kind, and 
the glory of the earthly is of another. There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the 
moon, and another glory of the stars; for star differs from star in glory. So is it with the 
resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable; what is raised is imperishable. It is sown 
in dishonor; it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness; it is raised in power. It is sown a 
natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual 
body. (1 Cor. 15:40-44) 

d) The first body comes from Adam, passed down from fathers to sons, and mothers to 
daughters, in their natural birth. 

e) The second body comes from Jesus Christ, granted to all God’s children in their final 
resurrection.  

f) Thus it is written, “The first man Adam became a living being”; the last Adam became a life-
giving spirit. But it is not the spiritual that is first but the natural, and then the spiritual. The 
first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the second man is from heaven. As was the man 
of dust, so also are those who are of the dust, and as is the man of heaven, so also are those 
who are of heaven. Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we shall also bear the 
image of the man of heaven. (1 Cor. 15:45-49) 

2. Drawing from that marvelous truth Paul now states the obvious: I tell you this, brothers: flesh and blood 
cannot inherit the Kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable.” (v. 50) 

3. Paul is assuring the Corinthian Greek Christians and the American Materialistic Christian that they are 
correct on one point: This old, sinful, aging, limited and finite body cannot go to heaven with us. All the 
crude ideas of a free spirit, re-imprisoned in a mortal body, are impossible. The bodies we now possess 
“cannot” inherit the Kingdom of God. Something has to change.  

4. Jesus told us this long before Paul wrote about this fact:  

a) Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the 
kingdom of God.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he 
enter a second time into his mother's womb and be born?” Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I 
say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 
That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not 
marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ The wind blows where it wishes, and you 
hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with 
everyone who is born of the Spirit.” (John 3:3-8) 

b) “You must be born again … born of the Spirit.” 

c) Gist: Your soul must be refitted in order to live with Christ in the Kingdom of God. 

d) When we are regenerated by the Holy Spirit our souls become “new creations” able to live 
with God forever. 

e) Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the 
new has come. (2 Cor. 5:17) 
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f) Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into 
his death? We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as 
Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of 
life. (Rom. 6:1-3) 

g) I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And 
the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself 
for me. (Gal. 2:20) 

5. But God always intended that human beings made in His image possess both a soul and a body, with 
which they might live with God …  

a) then the Lord God formed the man of dust from the ground and breathed into his nostrils the 
breath of life, and the man became a living creature. (Gen. 2:7) 

b) dust and spirit; body and soul = The Image of God 

c) So God created man in his own image, 
in the image of God he created him; 
male and female he created them. (Gen. 1:27) 

6. So … just as God refitted the human soul for life in the Kingdom of God, so He must refit the human 
body for life in the Kingdom of God: 

a) flesh and blood: that which is mortal 

b) must be changed into that which is immortal! 

7. And this is the great mystery of our resurrection …  

a) “Behold! I tell you a mystery …” 

b) Look! I tell you a mystery! – Paul wants us to see something marvelous with our spiritual 
eyes! 

c) Throughout this Epistle to the Corinthians Paul has made reference to “mysteries …” 

(1) And I, when I came to you, brothers, did not come proclaiming to you the 
testimony of God with lofty speech or wisdom. (1 Cor. 2:1) 

(2) Oldest Mss: “proclaiming to you the mystery of God” 

(3) but we speak God’s wisdom in a mystery, the hidden wisdom which God 
predestined before the ages to our glory; (1 Cor. 2:7 NASB) 

(4) This is how one should regard us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the 
mysteries of God. (1 Cor. 4:1) 

(5) If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong 
or a clanging cymbal. And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all 
mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but 
have not love, I am nothing. (1 Cor. 13:1-2) 

(6) For one who speaks in a tongue speaks not to men but to God; for no one 
understands him, but he utters mysteries in the Spirit. (1 Cor. 14:2) 
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(7) Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, (1 
Cor. 15:51) 

d) mystery: a secret truth, known only to God, but revealed to mankind in both Jesus and the 
Scriptures.  

e) Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of God's grace, which was given me 
by the working of his power. To me, though I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was 
given, to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, and to bring to light for 
everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God, who created all things, so 
that through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to the rulers 
and authorities in the heavenly places. (Eph. 3:7-10) 

8. What is this great mystery now revealed? “We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed!” 

a) I always thought that this should be the Scripture verse printed and posted about every nursery 
room in the Church! 

b) “We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed!” 

c) Meaning: “We shall not all die, but we shall all be transformed.”  

9. When? At the second coming of Jesus Christ … 

a) in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and 
the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. (1 Cor. 15:52) 

b) in a moment: The Greek atmos: that which cannot be divided; the smallest of all things 
(hence: atom); in a flash!  

c) in the twinkling of an eye: In the time it take to blink one’s eye! 

d) at the last trumpet: announcing the Lord’s return 

e) at the final (general) resurrection: when all men rise 

10. Paul speaks of this momentary change from “perishable to imperishable” in other places in his letters –  

a) the change: from able to die to unable to perish – glory! 

b) For this perishable body must put on the imperishable, and this mortal body must put on 
immortality. (1 Cor. 15:53) 

c) Theologians call this Glorification 

Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. And we 
all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the 
same image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the 
Spirit. (2 Cor. 3:17-18) 

11. For Paul this is all a matter of perspective what we “See,” what we “Behold,” what we choose to “focus 
upon.” 

a) How we are now, or how we will be someday! 

b) Our present body that is perishing … mortal … dying … 

c) Or our future body that is imperishable… immortal … eternal …  
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d) So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner self is being 
renewed day by day. For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight 
of glory beyond all comparison, as we look not to the things that are seen but to the things 
that are unseen. For the things that are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are 
eternal. (2 Cor. 4:16-18) 

12. Someday – in terms of eternity, in just the “twinkling of an eye,” the Christians of all times and all over 
the world will be changed into glory! 

a) When Jesus comes back to end the world …  

b) Those who are dead: Their graves will open and their dust will reassemble, and they will be 
raised in a sinless glory like that of Jesus Christ. 

c) Those alive when Christ returns: They will watch the dead rise first, then they will be taken up 
(“caught up”) to God, and as they rise – in a split second – they will be glorified beyond their 
wildest dreams! 

d) But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep, that you may 
not grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and rose 
again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep. For this 
we declare to you by a word from the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the 
coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord himself will 
descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the 
sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, 
who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, 
and so we will always be with the Lord. Therefore encourage one another with these words. 
(1 Thes. 4:13-18) 

e) God’s final act of salvation –  

And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who 
are called according to his purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to 
be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many 
brothers. And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he 
also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified. (Rom. 8:28-30) 

13. Think of this … Today: In the relatively near future, when Jesus returns, you and I, who trust in Christ, 
will escape all the sorrows, pains and dying of this life …  

a) We won’t have autism, Asperger’s syndrome, bipolar disorder anymore – we’ll be mentally, 
socially, psychologically glorious! 

b) We won’t suffer from cerebral palsy, Parkinson’s Disease, Alzheimers anymore – we’ll be 
100% whole, as never before.  

c) Our hearts won’t skip beats, our blood sugar will be perfect, our eyes will see things we never 
saw and our ears will hear things they never heard –  

But, as it is written, 
“What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, 
nor the heart of man imagined, 
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what God has prepared for those who love him”— (1 Cor. 2:9) 

d) We will never again be sick, no one will ever again die, we will never hear another sob, and 
we won’t remember what it was like to be sad, afraid or alone –  

He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall 
there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away. 
(Rev. 21:4) 

e) We will see all our loved ones, and all the great heroes of the faith, who died with faith in 
Christ – and they will all be like us … glorious! 

Beloved, we are God's children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we 
know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is. And 
everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure. (1 John 3:2-3) 

f) Bruce Creswell quote: Devotional Booklet, p. 16 

What an exciting future we have as the children of God. With our new bodies, the 
possibilities are infinite. If you belong to Jesus, your future supernatural, resurrected body 
is just as certain as your present natural body. Christ is in us – we already have the DNA! 
We are like a seed that will be planted and will sprout to unexpected new life. Indeed, it 
will be a resurrection transformation! 

14. I’ve never known this reality. It’s hard for me to imagine. But it is the truth revealed to you and me by 
God: “Behold! I tell you a mystery: we shall not all sleep (die) but we shall all be changed!”  

15. Why is this so hard to see? Believe? Accept? Because there is a shadow which lies over all of life … 
Death!  

II. THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS CHRIST WILL CONQUER DEATH (15:54-57) 

When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on immortality, then shall come to pass 
the saying that is written: 

“Death is swallowed up in victory.” 
“O death, where is your victory? 
O death, where is your sting?” 

The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. (1 Cor. 15:54-57) 

1. Death is the last enemy to be subdued by Jesus Christ –  

a) The last enemy to be destroyed is death. (1 Cor. 15:26) 

b) Why does it take so long for death to die? 

c) Answer: Each time a human being sins death is given another breath of life. 

d) For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
(Rom. 6:23) 

2. But Jesus Christ has – no pun intended – dealt a “death blow” to Death itself –  

a) He broke the power of death when He died for sins, and took the life-breath of death away. 
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b) He is releasing billions of souls from the power of death when He justifies, forgives and 
ransoms souls from sin. 

c) He will someday remove death altogether – death will cease to be – when He raises the saints 
to a life beyond the possibility of death.  

d) And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. 
Then another book was opened, which is the book of life. And the dead were judged by what 
was written in the books, according to what they had done. And the sea gave up the dead who 
were in it, Death and Hades gave up the dead who were in them, and they were judged, each 
one of them, according to what they had done. Then Death and Hades were thrown into the 
lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. (Rev. 20:12-14) 

3. Paul sings about the death of Death – quoting two OT Prophets 

a) When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on immortality, then shall 
come to pass the saying that is written: 

“Death is swallowed up in victory.” 
“O death, where is your victory? 
 O death, where is your sting?” 

b) He will swallow up death forever; 
and the Lord God will wipe away tears from all faces, 
and the reproach of his people he will take away from all the earth, 
for the Lord has spoken. (Isa. 25:8) 

c) I shall ransom them from the power of Sheol; 
I shall redeem them from Death. 
O Death, where are your plagues? 
O Sheol, where is your sting? 
(Hosea 13:14) 

4. Leon Morris: 1 Corinthians: TNTC; p. 223 

a) What God has planned long since, and has revealed to his servant the prophet, he will 
certainly fulfil. Swallowed up in victory points to the complete defeat and destruction of death. 
Death is a malignant adversary, torturing people. But Christ has drawn its sting, and it is 
harmless to those who are in him.  

b) The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. (1 Cor. 15:56) 

c) Death’s bite, Death’s sing … is toothless. 

d) Resurrection always triumphs over death for those in Christ.  

5. On Calvary and on the Cross a great death-struggle took place –  

a) God, Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit vs. … 

b) Satan, Sin and Death …  

c) This cataclysmic struggle took 3 days to end, and it pulled Jesus into Death’s domain – the 
grave. 
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d) But, in the end, on Easter morning, only one Champion walked out of the grave – Jesus Christ 
the Victor. 

But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. (1 Cor. 
15:57) 

e) Robert Lowery: Up from the grave He arose; with a mighty triumph oe’r His foes; He arose 
the Victor from the dark domain, and He lives forever with his saints to reign. He arose! He 
arose! Hallelujah, Christ arose! 

6. Have you ever stopped and thought about everything in life overshadowed by the reality of Death? 

a) War, armies, weapons, soldiers, policemen, firemen, EMT, etc.  

b) All medicine: Doctors, nurses, pharmacists, medicines, etc.  

c) Insurance, the Evening News, Morticians, Cemeteries, etc., 

d) “Don’t play in the street … Don’t walk home on campus alone at night …. Don’t get up on 
that ladder at your age …”  

e) “Mr. Ross, I have some bad news for you. Is your wife with you today?” 

7. There will come a day when the word death is no longer in our vocabulary! 

8. And these two truths – a resurrection to glory and the elimination of death – affect the way we live today 
… every day … the rest of our lives.  

III. THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS CHRIST GIVES PURPOSE AND HOPE TO LIFE (15:58) 

Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, 
knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain. (1 Cor. 15:58) 

1. “Therefore…”  The reason for this whole chapter on the resurrection (15:1-57). 

2. The reason all this Theology of Resurrection means something:  Because Jesus rose from the dead and 
because I will too, then all I do in service to God and his kingdom means something. It is not a waste of 
time or life. it will garner for me a great reward. In fact …  

3. Everything else in this world I will leave behind to be burned up with Death, but those things I do 
for Christ go on with me forever! 

4. C. T. Stud: “Only one life will soon be passed; only what’s done for Christ will last.”  

5. Key: “… knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.” (v. 58) 

6. My life (and labors) in Christ matters now because it will be rewarded in the life yet to come … in the 
resurrection! 

7. But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a 
thousand years as one day. The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is 
patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance. But the day 
of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly 
bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it will be exposed.  
Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be in lives of holiness and 
godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be 
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set on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will melt as they burn! But according to his promise we 
are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells. (2 Peter 3:8-13) 

8. I often wonder:  Did my life count for anything significant? Was my ministry fruitful? Did my time, my 11 
years, here at Christ Covenant count for anything that will last? 

9. The Answer: Yes … yes … yes!  

Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, 
knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain. (1 Cor. 15:58) 

10. Andy Schuster summarizes this truth quite well: The Firstfruits of the Grave; p. 18 

All of this means Christians live with a very different perspective than those who do not believe in 
Christ. For the unbeliever, this life is all that there is. For the Christian, we realize that our lives are 
a stewardship given by God meant to be invested in light of eternity. Christians understand you can 
lose your life, or you can give your life, but under no circumstances will you keep your life. Either we 
will lose our lives living selfishly in sin, or we can give our lives to Jesus Christ and live with Him 
forever. If we are convinced of the reality of the resurrection through Christ, we will gladly surrender 
to Him. That is why Paul ends his discussion about the resurrection with this final command: 
“Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, 
knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.” (1 Cor. 15:58)  

11. How do I know? Can I see these things with my eyes? No! Only with the eyes of faith. 

a) I’ve never seen a resurrection and the glorification of a human being – body and soul. But I 
know it’s true.  

b) I’ve never lived in a world without death and dying, but I know such a world will come. 

c) I’ve never seen the full impact of my life on the Kingdom of God, but I will.  And it will 
matter who I was and what I did … 

d) … and the same is true for you! 

12. How do I know this? How can I be so certain?  Because Jesus rose … 

a) He lives in glory and so shall I, 

b) He no longer is subject to death and so will it be for me, 

c) His life has been used and rewarded by God, and so shall my life be in Him. 

d) Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. (Heb. 11:1) 

13. It is my union with Jesus Christ that makes all these marvelous mysteries reality! 

For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a 
resurrection like his. We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin 
might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. For one who has died has 
been set free from sin. Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. We 
know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion 
over him. For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to God. (Rom. 
6:5-10) 
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For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 
the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Rom. 8:38-39) 

 


