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“An Imputed Righteousness” 
 

INTRODUCTION: Evangelical Christians are distinguishable from others of those who call themselves 
Christians by one thing:  

1. They adhere to the doctrine of Justification by Faith alone.  

a) i.e., that a person is forgiven by placing their faith in Jesus Christ alone and resting in His 
righteousness (or justification) before God.  

b) “alone” because we adhere to a salvation by grace alone, through faith alone, and in Christ 
alone. 

c) For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift 
of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are his workmanship, created 
in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. 
(Eph. 2:8-10) 

2. We do not believe that a person is a genuine Christian because they …  

a) believe in Jesus Christ and are members of the “true church” – either the Roman Catholic 
Church, or Greek Orthodox Church, or any Protestant Denomination or other affiliation (e.g., 
Mormons) 

b) believe in Jesus Christ and pray to Mary as a co-redeemer, or rely upon the merit of the saints 
to aid in our forgiveness. 

c) believe in Jesus Christ and participate in a social gospel which supposedly makes us righteous 
people. 

d) believe in Jesus Christ and practice certain traditions, or adhere to certain rules, or depend 
upon certain ceremonies in order to be acceptable to God.  

e) … any other work of man, religious or otherwise.  

3. Those whom God effectually calleth, he also freely justifieth: not by infusing righteousness into them, but 
by pardoning their sins, and by accounting and accepting their persons as righteous; not for anything 
wrought in them, or done by them, but for Christ’s sake alone; nor by imputing faith itself, the act of 
believing, or any other evangelical obedience to them, as their righteousness; but by imputing the 
obedience and satisfaction of Christ into them, they receiving and resting on him and his righteousness, 
by faith; which faith they have not of themselves, it is the gift of God. (WCF 11-1) 

4. We refer to this doctrine as Justification by Faith alone 

a) the key word is “alone” 

b) Faith, thus receiving and resting on Christ and his righteousness, is the alone instrument of 
justification: yet is it not alone in the person justified, but is ever accompanied with all other 
saving graces, and is no dead faith, but worketh by love. (WCF 11-2) 
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c) Evangelicals do not deny the importance of and the necessity of baptism, Church membership, 
worship and the sacraments, obedience to God’s law, good deeds, and adherence to spiritual/ 
religious traditions.  

d) But we do deny that any of these can justify us before God. 

e) The “alone instrument” is faith and a faith in Jesus Christ alone as our Savior.  

5. In other words: Faith in Jesus Christ unites us to Christ: union with Christ. As a result of this union with 
Christ his righteousness became ours, just as our sins became His. Jesus died for our sins and we live, in 
Christ, with God. His perfect righteousness is “credited” to us; “imputed” to us; “reckoned” to us, 
because we trust in Him alone to save us from God’s wrath and punishment.  

a) For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift 
of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are his workmanship, created 
in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. 
(Eph. 2:8-10) 

b) But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law 
and the Prophets bear witness to it— the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ 
for all who believe. For there is no distinction: For we hold that one is justified by faith apart 
from works of the law. (Rom. 3:21-22, 28) 

c) Thus, this is sometimes referred to as “saving faith” 

d) For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift 
of God, (Eph. 2:8) 

6. This is the doctrine Paul has been building toward ever since he began to talk about “The Gospel” 

a) For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who 
believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. For in it the righteousness of God is revealed 
from faith for faith, as it is written, “The righteous shall live by faith.” (Romans 1:16-17) 

b) Note that: “from faith to faith” (i.e., from front to back, from beginning to end, a matter of 
faith in Christ) 

c) “as it is written (in the OT) ‘The righteous (man) shall live by faith.’” 

“Behold, his soul is puffed up; it is not upright within him, 
but the righteous shall live by his faith. (Habakkuk 2:4) 

d) The only way for any person to be justified, because no person is just enough to please God 
(Ch. 1:18-3:20) 

(1) The Roman Pagan has sinned against the light of nature and become immoral …  

(2) The Greek Moralist has sinned against the light of conscience and become 
hypocritical …  

(3) The Jewish Legalist has sinned against the light of Scripture and become self-
righteous …  

(4) Even the Nominal Christian has sinned against the light of the Gospel and become 
censorious …  
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(5) What then? Are we Jews any better off? No, not at all. For we have already 
charged that all, both Jews and Greeks, are under sin, as it is written: 
“None is righteous, no, not one; 
no one understands; 
no one seeks for God. 
All have turned aside; together they have become worthless; 
no one does good, 
not even one.” 
“Their throat is an open grave; 
they use their tongues to deceive.” 
“The venom of asps is under their lips.” 
“Their mouth is full of curses and bitterness.” 
“Their feet are swift to shed blood; 
in their paths are ruin and misery, 
and the way of peace they have not known.” 
“There is no fear of God before their eyes.” 
Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the law, 
so that every mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may be held accountable 
to God. For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since 
through the law comes knowledge of sin. (Romans 3:9-20) 

for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. (Rom. 3:23) 

7. There is only one good man, one righteous soul, one person who is acceptable to God because of his 
perfect performance: Jesus Christ …  

a) He led a perfectly obedient life; 

b) He died an atoning death to pay for all sin; 

c) He satisfied completely God’s just demands of the Law; and He appeased forever God’s 
righteous wrath. 

d) But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law 
and the Prophets bear witness to it— the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ 
for all who believe. For there is no distinction: for all have sinned and fall short of the glory 
of God, and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 
whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to 
show God's righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. 
It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier 
of the one who has faith in Jesus. (Romans 3:21-26) 

8. The Result? No one can be justified, forgiven, accepted by God unless they receive for themselves the 
righteousness of Christ. 

a) And they do this by faith 

b) Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a law of works? 
No, but by the law of faith. For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the 
law. (Romans 3:27-28) 
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c) Therefore, God justifies Romans, Greeks and Jews on the same basis: by faith alone in Christ 
alone! 

d) Or is God the God of Jews only? Is he not the God of Gentiles also? Yes, of Gentiles also, 
since God is one—who will justify the circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised through 
faith. (Romans 3:29-30) 

9. Key Question: Does this nullify the Law of God? The Old Testament?  

a) Do we then overthrow the law by this faith? By no means! On the contrary, we uphold the 
law. (Romans 3:31) 

b) No! In fact, the Gospel reinforces and helps explain what was happening to the saints of the 
OT. 

c) Asked another way:  Were the Jews of the OT saved by a different standard? By being 
circumcised, keeping the Mosaic law, practicing the Levitical worship of the Temple, and 
observing all the ceremonial and civil laws of OT Israel?  

d) No! They were justified by faith in God’s promise just as we are:  

(1) OT Jews: The promise of a Messiah yet to come.  

(2) NT Christians: The promise of a Savior who has already been. 

(3) Both are saved through faith in a Jesus Christ they had not seen, but believe in!  

e) Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see him, you believe in 
him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, obtaining the outcome of 
your faith, the salvation of your souls. (1 Peter 1:8-9) 

f) The same salvation shared by OT and NT believers!  

Concerning this salvation, the prophets who prophesied about the grace that was to be 
yours searched and inquired carefully, inquiring what person or time the Spirit of Christ 
in them was indicating when he predicted the sufferings of Christ and the subsequent 
glories. It was revealed to them that they were serving not themselves but you, in the 
things that have now been announced to you through those who preached the good news 
to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven, things into which angels long to look. Knowing 
that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not with 
perishable things such as silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ… (1 Peter 
1:10-12, 19) 

10. Can we find an example of an OT saint justified by faith?  

a) Answer: Absolutely! And one who is the spiritual father of all Jews and Christians! Abraham! 

b) Charles R. Erdman: Romans; p. 62 

When Paul has clearly defined the doctrine of justification by faith, he naturally turns for 
the confirmation of its truth to the Old Testament. He still has in mind the Jew who is 
supposed to feel that this doctrine sets aside the inspired Scriptures. In these Scriptures, 
on the contrary, Paul finds the most unanswerable evidence that his teaching is true. He 
selects the crucial case of Abraham, the father of the Jewish race, the most impressive and 
important figure who appears upon the stage of human history between Adam and Christ.  
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c) Know then that it is those of faith who are the sons of Abraham. And the Scripture, foreseeing 
that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, 
saying, “In you shall all the nations be blessed.” So then, those who are of faith are blessed 
along with Abraham, the man of faith. (Gal. 3:7-9) 

d) for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith. For as many of you as were 
baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither 
slave[g] nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. And if you 
are Christ's, then you are Abraham's offspring, heirs according to promise. (Gal. 3:26-29) 

11. Romans 4:1-25 is the evidence of justification by faith – for both Jews and Gentiles. 

a) One long paragraph of 25 verses.  

b) One seamless argument for justification by faith. 

c) Three Powerful arguments to prove Justification by faith …  

I. ABRAHAM WAS JUSTIFIED BY A GIFT FROM GOD (Romans 4:1-8) 

What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh? For if Abraham 
was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. For what does the Scripture 
say? “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness.” Now to the one who works, 
his wages are not counted as a gift but as his due. And to the one who does not work but believes in him 
who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted as righteousness, just as David also speaks of the blessing 
of the one to whom God counts righteousness apart from works: 

“Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, 
and whose sins are covered; 
blessed is the man against whom the Lord will not count his sin.” (Romans 4:1-8) 

1. Paul’s method of argument is simple: If there is another way to be saved, other than justification in 
Christ, then the Jews would have found it, because they are the OT people of God. So, we need to look at 
their founder: Abraham. 

2. James M. Boice: Romans: Volume 1; p. 431 

Paul begins with Abraham, and it is clear why he does so. Abraham was the acknowledged father of 
the Jewish people and, with the exception of Jesus himself, the most important person in the Bible. 
Abraham is a giant in the Scripture. Physically, Abraham became the father of the Jewish and Arab 
peoples, through Isaac and Ishmael respectively. Spiritually, Abraham became the father of all true 
believers, both Jews and Gentiles. He is our father in faith if we have believed on Jesus. In the New 
Testament the origins of salvation are always traced to Abraham. If Paul can show that Abraham, the 
father of all the faithful, came into a right relationship with God by faith and not by any amount of 
human good works, his case is proved. Then the gospel he is expounding is the true gospel; there can 
be no other. If he cannot prove this, the case is lost and so is Christianity.  

3. God announced His purpose to save and bless all the nations of mankind through Abraham. 

Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father's house to the 
land that I will show you. And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your 
name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors 
you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed. (Genesis 12:1-3) 
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4. Charles R. Erdman:  Romans; p. 62 

The case of Abraham is decisive, at least to the mind of the Jew, because he towered above all other 
men in his moral grandeur, and if anyone was accepted of God, if must have been he, for he was 
known as the “friend of God.” If he was not justified by works, no man could be; if he was justified by 
faith, there can be no other way of justification for any man.  

5. Paul begins with another of his famous rhetorical questions:  

a) What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh? (Rom. 
4:1) 

b) Answer: It depends on whether or not Abraham was justified by his works! 

c) For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. 
(Rom. 4:2) 

d) If Abraham earned God’s favor he has a right to boast before other men! 

e) And many Jews believed Abraham had done so! 

f) James revealed how Jewish people thought this:  

Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered up his son Isaac on the 
altar? (James 2:21) 

g) But James’ conclusion seems to be the same as Paul’s! 

Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered up his son Isaac on the 
altar? You see that faith was active along with his works, and faith was completed by his 
works; and the Scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham believed God, and it was 
counted to him as righteousness”—and he was called a friend of God. (James 2:21-23) 

6. The answer is found in the OT: “For what does the Scripture say? (4:3) 

a) i.e., the OT Scripture about Abraham. 

b) Answer: For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him 
as righteousness.” (Romans 4:3) 

c) Where? In Genesis 15 … 

After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision: “Fear not, Abram, I 
am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” But Abram said, “O Lord God, what 
will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of 
Damascus?” And Abram said, “Behold, you have given me no offspring, and a member of 
my household will be my heir.” And behold, the word of the Lord came to him: “This man 
shall not be your heir; your very own son shall be your heir.” And he brought him outside 
and said, “Look toward heaven, and number the stars, if you are able to number them.” 
Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” And he believed the Lord, and he 
counted it to him as righteousness. (Genesis 15:1-6) 

d) Abraham trusted in the promise of God and God counted Abraham as righteous (by faith)  

7. Read the rest of the story:  

a) Abraham asks God, “How can this be?” 
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And he said to him, “I am the Lord who brought you out from Ur of the Chaldeans to give 
you this land to possess.” But he said, “O Lord God, how am I to know that I shall 
possess it?” (Genesis 15:7-8) 

b) God answers: “Let us make a covenant together!” 

He said to him, “Bring me a heifer three years old, a female goat three years old, a ram 
three years old, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.” And he brought him all these, cut them 
in half, and laid each half over against the other. But he did not cut the birds in half. And 
when birds of prey came down on the carcasses, Abram drove them away. (Genesis 15:9-
11) 

c) But when the ratification ceremony was to take place, God did a strange thing.  

(1) He cast Abraham into a deep sleep … 

As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell on Abram. And behold, dreadful 
and great darkness fell upon him. (Genesis 15:12) 

(2) God reinforced his Promise to Abraham. 

Then the Lord said to Abram, “Know for certain that your offspring will be 
sojourners in a land that is not theirs and will be servants there, and they will 
be afflicted for four hundred years. But I will bring judgment on the nation that 
they serve, and afterward they shall come out with great possessions. As for 
you, you shall go to your fathers in peace; you shall be buried in a good old 
age. And they shall come back here in the fourth generation, for the iniquity of 
the Amorites is not yet complete.” (Genesis 15:13-16) 

(3) Then God passed to and fro, between the animal portions for sacrifice.  

(i) When the sun had gone down and it was dark, behold, a smoking fire 
pot and a flaming torch passed between these pieces. (Genesis 15:17) 

(ii) Pledging to keep His part of the Covenant 

(iii)Pledging to fulfill Abraham’s part of the Covenant. 

(4) On that day the Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying, “To your offspring I 
give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates, the 
land of the Kenites, the Kenizzites, the Kadmonites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the 
Rephaim, the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Girgashites and the Jebusites.” 
(Genesis 15:18-21) 

(5) A Covenant of Grace in which God blessed Abraham and kept Abraham’s part to 
be loyal. 

(6) Abraham did nothing (He was asleep) except to believe God’s promises …  

d) This was justification by faith! And the Scripture record of the O.T.  

e) For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as 
righteousness.” (Romans 4:3) 

8. Paul’s conclusion is undeniable …  
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a) Now to the one who works, his wages are not counted as a gift but as his due. And to the one 
who does not work but believes in him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted as 
righteousness, (Romans 4:4-5) 

b) Abraham did no work to earn his salvation or to see that God’s promise was fulfilled. 

c) He simply trusted the promise of God, and was thus justified as “righteous” 

d) And to the one who does not work but believes in him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is 
counted as righteousness, (Romans 4:5) 

9. And Abraham is not the only one to testify to justification by faith, as a gift of God’s grace. David did so 
as well … 

a) just as David also speaks of the blessing of the one to whom God counts righteousness apart 
from works: 
“Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, 
and whose sins are covered; 
blessed is the man against whom the Lord will not count his sin.” (Romans 4:6-8) 

b) Psalm 32; one of the Penitential Psalms … 

Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, 
whose sin is covered. 
Blessed is the man against whom the Lord counts no iniquity, 
and in whose spirit there is no deceit. (Ps. 32:1-2) 

c) The NASB translates Ps. 32:1-2 better …  

(1) How blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, 
Whose sin is covered! 
How blessed is the man to whom the Lord does not impute iniquity, 
And in whose spirit there is no deceit! (Ps. 32:1-2) 

(2) impute iniquity (v. 2) 

(3) but rather imputed righteousness! 
10. Abraham is a paradigm of how God saves anyone and everyone: on the basis of their faith in Him, not 

their good works.  

11. Robert Mounce: Romans: NAC; p. 123 

The verses constitute a general statement that compares believing with working as the basis for 
justification. When people work, their wages come not as gift but because they have earned them. The 
spiritual realm, however, is different. In this case those who do not work but believe are regarded by 
God as righteous. Rather than attempting to earn God’s favor by meritorious deeds, they simply trust. 
They are accepted by God as righteous because of their faith. God is under no obligation to 
pronounce righteous those who would earn his favor by working. Righteousness is a gift. God freely 
gives it to those who believe. The disparity between legalism and grace is seen most clearly in the 
way God grants a right standing to people of faith.  

12. The Jews will say, “OK! But what about circumcision? Is not that the basis of our right relationship to 
God?  

13. Christians will ask the same thing about baptism: “Was it not when I was baptized that I was forgiven of 
all my sins?” 

14. The answer: No! And Abraham is again the example … 
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II. ABRAHAM WAS JUSTIFIED WITHOUT CIRCUMCISION (Romans 4:9-15) 

Is this blessing then only for the circumcised, or also for the uncircumcised? For we say that faith was 
counted to Abraham as righteousness. How then was it counted to him? Was it before or after he had 
been circumcised? It was not after, but before he was circumcised. He received the sign of circumcision 
as a seal of the righteousness that he had by faith while he was still uncircumcised. The purpose was to 
make him the father of all who believe without being circumcised, so that righteousness would be counted 
to them as well, and to make him the father of the circumcised who are not merely circumcised but who 
also walk in the footsteps of the faith that our father Abraham had before he was circumcised. For the 
promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the world did not come through the law 
but through the righteousness of faith. For if it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is 
null and the promise is void. For the law brings wrath, but where there is no law there is no 
transgression. (Romans 4:9-15) 

1. Paul’s argument again is historical:  

a) First: God called Abraham to follow Him, in faith, and promised to save mankind through 
Abraham’s offspring …  

(1) Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your 
father's house to the land that I will show you. And I will make of you a great 
nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a 
blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, 
and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” (Gen. 12:1-3) 

(2) i.e., in Isaac, Jacob, 12 Tribes, Jesus Christ 

(3) Abraham was 75 when He received that promise. 

b) Second: Several years later God made a formal Covenant of Grace with Abraham …  

(1) After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision: “Fear not, 
Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” But Abram said, “O 
Lord God, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house 
is Eliezer of Damascus?” And Abram said, “Behold, you have given me no 
offspring, and a member of my household will be my heir.” And behold, the word 
of the Lord came to him: “This man shall not be your heir; your very own son 
shall be your heir.” And he brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven, 
and number the stars, if you are able to number them.” Then he said to him, “So 
shall your offspring be.” And he believed the Lord, and he counted it to him as 
righteousness. (Gen. 15:1-6) 

(2) Note: Abraham was “counted as righteous,” i.e., justified, and not yet circumcised! 

c) Third: Then, 24 years after He first responded to God’s call in Genesis 12, Abraham is 
circumcised …  

When Abram was ninety-nine years old the Lord appeared to Abram and said to him, “I 
am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless, that I may make my covenant 
between me and you, and may multiply you greatly.” And I will establish my covenant 
between me and you and your offspring after you throughout their generations for an 
everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you. And I will give to 
you and to your offspring after you the land of your sojournings, all the land of Canaan, 
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for an everlasting possession, and I will be their God.” And God said to Abraham, “As for 
you, you shall keep my covenant, you and your offspring after you throughout their 
generations. This is my covenant, which you shall keep, between me and you and your 
offspring after you: Every male among you shall be circumcised. You shall be circumcised 
in the flesh of your foreskins, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and you. 
He who is eight days old among you shall be circumcised. Every male throughout your 
generations, whether born in your house or bought with your money from any foreigner 
who is not of your offspring, both he who is born in your house and he who is bought with 
your money, shall surely be circumcised. So shall my covenant be in your flesh an 
everlasting covenant. Any uncircumcised male who is not circumcised in the flesh of his 
foreskin shall be cut off from his people; he has broken my covenant.” (Gen. 17:1-2, 7-8, 
9-14) 

d) Meaning: 10-15 years after he was justified by faith Abraham was circumcised. 
e) A year later, Isaac was born!  

2. The timing means everything: If Abraham was circumcised 10-15 years after he believed God and was 
reckoned as righteous then his circumcision could not have been the instrument of his justification.  

3. Abraham’s life is the pattern: Believe the Promise of God, be justified, be circumcised (baptized) in 
obedience to the Covenant of Grace, and bring your children under that Covenant through circumcision 
(baptism)  

In him also you were circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, by putting off the body of 
the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were 
also raised with him through faith in the powerful working of God, who raised him from the dead. 
And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive 
together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, by canceling the record of debt that stood 
against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross. (Col. 2:11-14) 

4. Salvation/ Justification cannot be by circumcision/ baptism because justification is by faith, not by means 
of the sacraments.  

a) For the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the world did not come 
through the law but through the righteousness of faith. For if it is the adherents of the law 
who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. For the law brings wrath, but 
where there is no law there is no transgression. (Romans 4:13-15) 

b) The Law serves to condemn us if we do not obey. 

c) Circumcision (or baptism) falls into that category: They are acts of obedience in response to 
God’s grace.  

d) Faith justifies us, with or without the sacrament.  

e) Charles R. Erdman: Romans, p. 65 

“Faith” and “promise” belong to a different domain from that of “law.” The latter would 
exclude the former, and make them of no effect. The real effect of law is to bring 
condemnation. For this reason it was the plan of God to condition his great blessings not 
upon obedience to law but upon faith, for faith as exercised by man implies “grace” on 
the part of God; and such a system made the fulfillment of the promise possible, not only 
to those who had the Mosaic law, but to all persons who, by their faith in God, are true 
children of Abraham.  
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f) If salvation comes by circumcision then Gentiles can’t be saved.  

g) But if justification comes through faith, then the circumcised and uncircumcised can be saved.  

(1) “For circumcision indeed is of value if you obey the law, but if you break the law, 
your circumcision becomes uncircumcision. So, if a man who is uncircumcised 
keeps the precepts of the law, will not his uncircumcision be regarded as 
circumcision? Then he who is physically uncircumcised but keeps the law will 
condemn you who have the written code and circumcision but break the law. For 
no one is a Jew who is merely one outwardly, nor is circumcision outward and 
physical. But a Jew is one inwardly, and circumcision is a matter of the heart, by 
the Spirit, not by the letter. His praise is not from man but from God. (Rom. 2:25-
29) 

(2) For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to 
everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. (Romans 1:16) 

5. So then, how do we know if we possess this kind of justifying faith? 

6. Answer:  We respond to God the way Abraham did …  
III. ABRAHAM WAS JUSTIFIED THROUGH RATIONAL TRUST IN GOD (Romans 4:16-25) 

1. Abraham reckoned that these four things were absolutely true …  

2. First: The Supernatural Being of God (4:16-17) 

a) That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be 
guaranteed to all his offspring—not only to the adherent of the law but also to the one who 
shares the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all, as it is written, “I have made you the 
father of many nations”—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to 
the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. (Romans 4:16-17) 

b) Abraham trusted in God’s Divine/ Supernatural Nature. 
(1) God is the Supreme Being 

(2) Nothing is too difficult for God! 

c) God’s Nature is displayed in Genesis 1 and 2 …  

(1) “Who gives life to the dead …” 

then the Lord God formed the man of dust from the ground and breathed into 
his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living creature. (Gen. 2:7) 

(2) “He calls into existence the things that do not exist …”  

• “Let there be …”  

• By faith we understand that the universe was created by the word of God, 
so that what is seen was not made out of things that are visible. (Heb. 11:3) 

d) If God wants to save us through Jesus Christ, then that is no more “impossible” than …  

• creating everything out of noting … 

• creating mankind out of dust … 

• giving a 100-year-old man and his barren 99-year-old wife a baby boy! 
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• raising His own Son from the dead for our eternal life!  
e) First:  We must believe that God can do whatever He purposes to achieve … even our 

salvation in spite of our sinfulness.  
3. Second:  We must trust God in the light of an honest assessment of our own condition. (4:18-19) 

a) In hope he believed against hope, that he should become the father of many nations, as he had 
been told, “So shall your offspring be.” He did not weaken in faith when he considered his 
own body, which was as good as dead (since he was about a hundred years old), or when he 
considered the barrenness of Sarah's womb. (Romans 4:18-19) 

b) “… in hope he believed against hope …” 

c) Meaning: In spite of his hopeless situation He believed God more than he trusted in his own 
circumstances. 

(1) 100-years-old and unable to beget a son 

(2) with a wife, 99-years-old, and barren all her life.  

(3) yet … He believed God: he would beget a son!  
d) No one is a “hopeless case” beyond God’s power to save. 

e) Note: Abraham’s faith was not “irrational”; it was a rational faith that went beyond reason …  

f) John Stott: Romans: BST; p. 133 
Although, to be sure, faith goes beyond reason, it always has a firmly rational basis. In 
particular, faith is believing or trusting a person, and its reasonableness depends on the 
reliability of the person being trusted. It is always reasonable to trust the trustworthy. And 
there is nobody more trustworthy than God, as Abraham knew, and as we are privileged 
to know more confidently than Abraham because we live after the death and resurrection 
of Jesus through which God has fully disclosed himself and his dependability.  

g) If God can create everything out of nothing He can beget a child in a dead womb! 
h) And … He can save all those dead in sins! 

And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked, following the 
course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at 
work in the sons of disobedience— among whom we all once lived in the passions of our 
flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of 
wrath, like the rest of mankind. But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love 
with which he loved us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together 
with Christ—by grace you have been saved— and raised us up with him and seated us 
with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, (Eph. 2:1-6) 

i) Just like He raised His own Son from the dead!  
4. Third: We must trust in the character of God, who never lies nor fails to keep His promises … (4:20-21) 

a) No unbelief made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith 
as he gave glory to God, fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. 
(Rom. 4:20-21) 

b) There is one thing God cannot do:  He cannot lie or fail to keep a promise. 

God is not man, that he should lie, 
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or a son of man, that he should change his mind. 
Has he said, and will he not do it? 
Or has he spoken, and will he not fulfill it? (Numbers 23:19) 

c) God’s promises are as reliable as God’s character.  
d) In fact, when God makes a promise he seals it with an oath – He swears by Himself! 

(1) For when God made a promise to Abraham, since he had no one greater by whom 
to swear, he swore by himself, saying, “Surely I will bless you and multiply you.” 
And thus Abraham, having patiently waited, obtained the promise. For people 
swear by something greater than themselves, and in all their disputes an oath is 
final for confirmation. So when God desired to show more convincingly to the 
heirs of the promise the unchangeable character of his purpose, he guaranteed it 
with an oath, so that by two unchangeable things, in which it is impossible for God 
to lie, we who have fled for refuge might have strong encouragement to hold fast to 
the hope set before us. (Heb. 6:13-18) 

(2) First unchangeable thing: God’s character (immutability) 
(3) Second unchangeable thing: God’s oath (promise) 

e) fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. (Rom. 4:21) 

f) His great promise: “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your 
household.” (Acts 16:31) 

g) His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the 
knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and excellence, by which he has granted to 
us his precious and very great promises, so that through them you may become partakers of 
the divine nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in the world because of sinful 
desire. (2 Peter 1:3-4) 

5. Fourth: We must trust in the purpose of God which is to save mankind for His Son, Jesus Christ.  
a) … and in that mankind are you and I! 

b) That is why his faith was “counted to him as righteousness.” But the words “it was counted to 
him” were not written for his sake alone, but for ours also. It will be counted to us who 
believe in him who raised from the dead Jesus our Lord, who was delivered up for our 
trespasses and raised for our justification. (Romans 4:22-25) 

c) “not written for his sake alone, but for ours also …”  

d) God’s purpose always leads to His plan, and gives birth to His promises:  
(1) God’s purpose? To save the world for Jesus! 

I will tell of the decree: 
The Lord said to me, “You are my Son; 
today I have begotten you. 
Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage, 
and the ends of the earth your possession. (Ps. 2:7-8) 

(2) God’s plan? To call Abraham, make a covenant with him and bring from His 
“sons” Jesus of Nazareth, the Messiah!  
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Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and 
your father's house to the land that I will show you. And I will make of you a 
great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will 
be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I 
will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” (Gen. 
12:1-3) 

(3) God’s promise? Believe in Jesus and be justified by faith through the righteousness 
of Christ. 

But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” 
(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); because, if you confess with your 
mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from 
the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one believes and is justified, 
and with the mouth one confesses and is saved. For the Scripture says, 
“Everyone who believes in him will not be put to shame.” For there is no 
distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing 
his riches on all who call on him. For “everyone who calls on the name of the 
Lord will be saved.” So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the 
word of Christ. (Romans 10:8-13, 17) 

Conclusion: We are the “Children of Abraham” if we …  

1. Receive the promises of God that we will be saved through Christ – the Son of Abraham.  

2. Rest on the plan of God:  to credit (impute) to us who believe the righteousness of Christ. (justified by 
faith)  

3. Enter into the purpose of God: to give ourselves to King Jesus and become members of the Kingdom of 
God, through faith, with baptism, and life in His local Church.  

4. Still want to “work” for your righteousness? Justification? Salvation? O.K. Then do the work Jesus told 
you to do …  

Then they said to him, “What must we do, to be doing the works of God?” Jesus answered them, 
“This is the work of God, that you believe in him whom he has sent.” (John 6:28-29) 

 


