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Esther 4:1-17                 April 30, 2017 PM 
Restoring God-Fearing Community            Esther 
ES1704         
 

“For Such a Time as This”    
 

INTRODUCTION: The loss of truth can be deadly. 

1. Relationships, families, churches, communities, societies and entire civilizations hold together by means 
of shared truth. 

2. Lying, of any kind, is terribly destructive to society. 

3. Ralph Keyes is an author (16 Books), a journalist, an NPR commentator, and a contributor to various 
magazines and journals.  

a) His latest book is titled The Post-Truth Era: Dishonesty and Deception in Contemporary Life. 

b) He says, “I think it is fair to say that honesty is on the ropes. Deception has become 
commonplace at all levels of contemporary life.”  

c) He borrows the moniker “age of post-truth” from the late novelist and playwright, Steve 
Tesich. 

d) Incidentally, as I’ve mentioned to you before, the Oxford English Dictionary designated 
“post-truth” as the 2016 new word of the year! 

e) Keyes writes …  

Even though there have always been liars, lies have usually been told with hesitation, a 
dash of anxiety, a bit of guilt, a little shame, at least some sheepishness. Now, clever 
people that we are, we have come up with rationales for tampering with truth so we can 
dissemble guilt-free. Post-truthfulness exists in an ethical twilight zone. It allows us to 
dissemble without considering ourselves dishonest. When our behaviour conflicts with our 
values, what we’re most likely to do is reconceive our values. Since we do not want to 
think of ourselves as unethical, we simply “devise alternative approaches to morality.”  

4. We’ve developed a whole new set of devices to help us lie more gracefully, less shamefully and in a 
societally acceptable manner –  

a) Euphemisms: we simply re-name things so they don’t sound morally bad –  

(1) The entire Homosexual/Sodomy/Immorality issue: We are now gay, gender-
challenged, gender-confused, trans-gender, bi-sexual, sexually reoriented, etc.  

(2) We don’t fornicate or commit adultery anymore. We have an affair, explore 
alternate marriage patterns, sleep with a significant other, or simply dissolve our 
marriages. 

(3) So lying has now become:  misspeak, exaggeration, virtual reality, mental 
reservation, nuanced truth, poetic truth, creative license, hyperbole, alternative 
reality, strategies, misrepresentation, “spin,” shade the truth.  



 

ES1704 
 

2 

(4) We no longer sin. Now we make poor decisions, exercise poor judgement, make 
mistakes or perhaps go against our better judgement. 

(5) Bill Clinton lied about his adultery with Miss Monica Lewinsky: “I did not have 
sexual relations with that woman.”  

(6) Journalist Helen Kennedy of the New York Daily News reported this January 20, 
2001. 

He admitted giving misleading answers to Paula Jones’ lawyers when they 
tried to grill him about Lewinsky in a 1998 deposition. Clinton denied he was 
having sexual relations with the White House intern, figuring that because the 
affair was long over, and because they did not engage in intercourse, he was 
not technically lying. The evasions ultimately led to his impeachment by the 
House on charges of perjury and obstruction of justice. “I tried to walk a fine 
line between acting lawfully and testifying falsely, but I now recognize that I 
did not fully accomplish that goal and that certain of my responses to questions 
about Ms. Lewinsky were false,” Clinton said. But he went out parsing until 
the end, admitting to giving “false” answers – but not to lying. His lawyer, 
David Kendall, told reporters that Clinton “did not lie. We have not admitted 
that he lied, and he not do so today. He has conceded that he tried to conceal 
the relationship with Ms. Lewinsky.” 

(7) Less than honest … not technically lying … concealed the facts, was false but did 
not lie! 

5. Ralph Keyes informs us that lying has found an acceptable place in the Church of Jesus Christ – “mental 
reservation”  

Early civilizations depened on honesty, at least within the kinship group, for the establishment of 
stable order and trust. Once society becomes more complicated and diverse, lying becomes more 
routine. In some cultures, lying to an enemy or stranger is not considered immoral at all.  In more 
modern eras, lying was raised to a higher art form. In the history of Protestant confessionalism, 
creeds were to be accepted “without hesitation or mental reservation.” This language continues 
among confessional Christians who may wonder how the term “mental reservation” emerged in the 
first place. The use of “mental reservation” goes back to the Reformation era, when Catholics 
developed “mental reservation” as a defense for telling an untruth under threat of persecution. In 
time, however, it became an easy way to rationalize all manner of prevarication. The device of 
“mental reservation” allowed an individual to hold or “reserve” the truth to himself even as he 
misled an interrogator. Before long, others used this excuse in order to give apparent assent to 
creedal statements while privately rejecting the very truth articulated in the statement of faith.  

6. Mr. Keyes points to one well-known and experienced liar who got caught and paid for it. Al Mohler, 
reviewing Keyes’ book, writes this:  

Martha Stewart, served time in federal prison for lying to federal authorities, is identified by Keyes as 
one of “the quintessential reinvented Americans.” Unlike Ralph Lauren, who openly acknowledges 
his origins, Keyes accuses Martha Stewart of going to incredible and extreme effort to hide her 
humble roots. In an article written for an early issue of Martha Stewart Living, Stewart wrote an 
editorial tribute to honesty. “We must remember,” she chided, “ – and teach our children (and 
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perhaps our political figures) – one essential; the truth shall make you free.” Nevertheless, Keyes 
presents a very different picture of America’s domestic adviser. “Martha Stewart routinely 
misrepresented the type of family she grew up in, her father’s occupation, whom she dated in college, 
where her roommate was from, what she earned as a model, the size of party she threw, her 
husband’s ability to father children, how much of her own writing she did, where her home was 
located (to avoid paying taxes), and why she sold her ImClone stocks.”  

7. The truth: Everybody lies. No one is 100% honest … except God!  

a) Let God be true though every one were a liar, as it is written, 
“That you may be justified in your words, 
and prevail when you are judged.” (Rom. 3:4) 

b) All of us are born-liars …  

c) as it is written: 
“None is righteous, no, not one; 
no one understands; 
no one seeks for God. 
All have turned aside; together they have become worthless; 
no one does good, 
not even one.” 
“Their throat is an open grave; 
they use their tongues to deceive.” 
“The venom of asps is under their lips.” (Rom. 3:10-13) 

d)  Jesus was very frank about the importance of truth  

(1) “If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, So if the Son sets you free, 
you will be free indeed. (John 8:31, 36) 

(2) You are of your father the devil, and your will is to do your father's desires. He 
was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there 
is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks out of his own character, for he is a liar 
and the father of lies. But because I tell the truth, you do not believe me. (John 
8:44-45) 

e) But no one will admit lying. Why?  Lying is shameful cowardliness.  

8. Wow! Things do fall apart in a post-truth society … of which we are not the first.  

9. Esther lived in a culture of lies – an entire empire built upon deception, manipulation and “convenient 
truth” 

a) false gods, with a King who was a supposed son of the gods. 

b) Royal decrees that are purported to be both infallible and irrevocable. 

c) Royal Intrigue, Court politics, governmental manipulation 

d) and a decided effort to shield the King form uncomfortable truth. 

10. And it would lead to a decree to exterminate an entire people-group! 

11. Incidentally: One word we don’t like to use anymore is the word Evil. 
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12. Some of us remember President Ronald Reagan referring to the Soviet Union as “an evil empire” …  

a) He said this in a speech to the National Association of Evangelicals, on March 8, 1983:  

(1) Yes, let us pray for the salvation of all of those who live in that totalitarian 
darkness—pray they will discover the joy of knowing God. But until they do, let us 
be aware that while they preach the supremacy of the State, declare its 
omnipotence over individual man, and predict its eventual domination of all 
peoples on the earth, they are the focus of evil in the modern world.... So, in your 
discussions of the nuclear freeze proposals, I urge you to beware the temptation of 
pride—the temptation of blithely declaring yourselves above it all and label both 
sides equally at fault, to ignore the facts of history and the aggressive impulses of 
an evil empire, to simply call the arms race a giant misunderstanding and thereby 
remove yourself from the struggle between right and wrong and good and evil. 

(2) Few people know, as President Reagan did, that Soviet and Chinese Communism 
are directly responsible for the death of over 100 million people worldwide.  

(3) And that number does not include the 336 million forced abortions in China since 
1979 – a statistic provided by the Peoples Republic of China’s government! 

b) We didn’t like that word “evil”. We still don’t. But the truth of evil is beginning to emerge 
from our closet vocabulary.  

c) NPR correspondent Scott Simon recently blogged about “A Meditation on Evil” …  

I have always avoided using the word "evil" when covering terrible events, even those in 
Bosnia and Kosovo that would later be labeled war crimes. I was of a generation 
educated to believe that "evil" was a cartoonish moral concept, a word we used only when 
we didn't know what madness or imagined infraction might drive human beings to commit 
murder, even on a mass scale. 

As W.H. Auden put it in his poem, "September 1, 1939," written on the eve of World War 
II: 

I and the public know 
What all schoolchildren learn, 
Those to whom evil is done 
Do evil in return. 

I still avoid saying "evil" as a reporter. But as a parent, I've grown to feel it may be 
important to tell children about evil, as we struggle to explain cruel and incomprehensible 
behavior they may see not just in history — in whatever they will learn about the 
Holocaust, Bosnia, Rwanda, and Darfur — but in our own times. 

I've interviewed Romeo Dallaire, the former Canadian general who commanded U.N. 
peacekeeping forces in Rwanda in 1993 and 1994. General Dallaire discovered Hutu 
soldiers were getting ready to massacre Tutsi civilians. But he was prevented by U.N. 
leadership from using his troops to try to stop the murders before they could take place. 
More than 800,000 Tutsi Rwandans were then slaughtered over three months. 
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Romeo Dallaire said that what happened made him believe in evil, and even a force he 
called the devil. 

"I've negotiated with him," he told us, "shaken his hand. Yes. There is no doubt in my mind 
... and the expression of evil to me is through the devil and the devil at work and 
possessing human beings and turning them into machines of destruction. ... And one of the 
evenings in my office, I was looking out the window and my senses felt that something was 
there with me that shifted me. I think that evil and good are playing themselves out and 
God is monitoring and looking at how we respond to it."  

13. Hear me: What Haman plotted, what Xerxes decreed, and what was planned to eliminate the Jews, in 474 
B.C., was Evil, and was born out of a culture of Lies!  

14. Four paragraphs in Chapter 4, about dealing with four dangerous and destructive lies …  

I. THE LIE ABOUT HEARING ONLY GOOD NEWS          (Esther 4:1-3) 

When Mordecai learned all that had been done, Mordecai tore his clothes and put on sackcloth and ashes, 
and went out into the midst of the city, and he cried out with a loud and bitter cry. He went up to the entrance 
of the king's gate, for no one was allowed to enter the king's gate clothed in sackcloth. And in every province, 
wherever the king's command and his decree reached, there was great mourning among the Jews, with 
fasting and weeping and lamenting, and many of them lay in sackcloth and ashes. (Esther 4:1-3) 

1. Lie #1: The King of Persia could only receive good news that made him happy! The King should always 
be happy! 

2. Cross-reference to the story of Nehemiah, and how afraid his was for Artaxerxes (the Son of Esther’s 
husband, Xerxes = Ahasuerus) to see him without a smile!  

a) Anthony Tomasino: Esther: EEC; p. 239 

The prohibition against entering the palace dressed in sackcloth is unattested in classical 
sources, but it is consonant with the spirit of the court as described in the book of Esther. 
The palace is a place of unbridled indulgence and pleasure, and the presence of someone 
in mourning garb would dampen the spirits of the place. Note that Nehemiah, cupbearer 
of King Artaxerxes, was “very afraid” when the king observed his sad countenance (Neh. 
2:2), so there may be some factual basis to the undoubtedly satirical picture painted by 
our narrator.  

b) In the month of Nisan, in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes, when wine was before him, I 
took up the wine and gave it to the king. Now I had not been sad in his presence. And the king 
said to me, “Why is your face sad, seeing you are not sick? This is nothing but sadness of the 
heart.” Then I was very much afraid. (Nehemiah 2:1-2) 

c) James M. Boice: Nehemiah; p. 24 

The Persian kings were impossible at best and were often cruel. Since their oppressive 
policies were acutely resented by those they ruled, they were almost always in danger of 
assassination or revolt, so they were usually suspicious of any wrong moves or apparent 
lack of loyalty by their subordinates. We see a trace of this in Nehemiah 2:2, when the 
king notices that Nehemiah is sad and asks about it (“Why does your face look so sad 
when you are not ill? This can be nothing but sadness of heart”). Nehemiah was not 
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overcome with gratitude that a person as important and busy as Artaxerxes should take 
notice of and be concerned for him. Rather, as he tells us, he “was very much afraid.” He 
had a right to be. Persian rulers did not like subordinates to be gloomy in their presence.  

d) He went up to the entrance of the king's gate, for no one was allowed to enter the king's gate 
clothed in sackcloth. (Esther 4:2) 

3. Imagine how excruciatingly difficult it was to give King Xerxes the necessary information for governing 
well if you always had to relay to him only good/happy news, and always delete, avoid, or hid from him 
all the bad/sad news.  

4. Result? King Xerxes was terribly out of touch with his own people and the events of his times.  

5. Even when he’d just signed his wife’s death warrant – of the Queen he was crazy about!  

6. If Mordecai could have mourned and “protested” where the King could’ve seen him, and if the King 
would have asked his court officials, “Why is that man in sackcloth and lamenting?” and if the advisors 
had been free to say, “Because you just condemned him to death for no reason!”, then imagine the 
human lives – Jew and Persian – who would have been saved!  

7. There is a specific lesson here: We must remember that “evil” is not “out there” amongst only “those 
bad people.” Evil lurks within each of us, in our fallen, sinful and broken human nature. And we often, 
inadvertently, contribute to Evil by accepting only the good news we want to hear. For example, …  

a) You love for your daughter to get trophies and win student body elections. But you angrily 
reject when a teacher informs you that your daughter is disturbing the class and not doing her 
homework.  

b) We want to hear only approval and agreement over our candidates’ positions. And if anyone 
points out a flaw in them, a mistaken policy they endorse or a position that is wrong – we 
vilify (get angry with) that critic.  

c) We like “grace preachers” but not the “law preachers” – i.e., we like to hear about forgiveness 
but not holiness!  

d) And I could go on; you get the picture. 

8. Herein Lies the Danger: When we only want to hear what we want (like) to hear, we pressure others to 
“slant” the truth; we reinforce our culture of lies, and make life much more perilous for us all!  

9. Hear Jesus! “You shall know the Truth, and the Truth will set you free.” (John 8:31) 

10. The Truth saves lives; Deceit always, inevitably, leads to death!  

a) You are of your father the devil, and your will is to do your father's desires. He was a 
murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. 
When he lies, he speaks out of his own character, for he is a liar and the father of lies. (John 
8:44) 

b) Note: “He was a murderer from the beginning … and a liar …”  

c) And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely eat of every tree of the 
garden, but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that 
you eat of it you shall surely die.” (Genesis 2:16-17) 
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d) Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the Lord God had 
made. He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the 
garden’?” And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the 
garden, but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the 
garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’” But the serpent said to the woman, “You will 
not surely die. For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will 
be like God, knowing good and evil.” (Genesis 3:1-5) 

II. THE LIE ABOUT FALSE ENEMIES (Esther 4:4-8) 

When Esther's young women and her eunuchs came and told her, the queen was deeply distressed. She 
sent garments to clothe Mordecai, so that he might take off his sackcloth, but he would not accept them. 
Then Esther called for Hathach, one of the king's eunuchs, who had been appointed to attend her, and 
ordered him to go to Mordecai to learn what this was and why it was. Hathach went out to Mordecai in 
the open square of the city in front of the king's gate, and Mordecai told him all that had happened to 
him, and the exact sum of money that Haman had promised to pay into the king's treasuries for the 
destruction of the Jews. Mordecai also gave him a copy of the written decree issued in Susa for their 
destruction, that he might show it to Esther and explain it to her and command her to go to the king to 
beg his favor and plead with him on behalf of her people. (Esther 4:4-8) 

1. Lie #2: Haman’s wicked plot 

2. What a contrast between Mordecai and Haman! 

a) Haman: Lied and secretively manipulated Xerxes into issuing a tragic decree. Look at Esther 
3:8-9 again … 

(1) Then Haman said to King Ahasuerus, “There is a certain people scattered abroad 
and dispersed among the peoples in all the provinces of your kingdom. Their laws 
are different from those of every other people, and they do not keep the king's laws, 
so that it is not to the king's profit to tolerate them. If it please the king, let it be 
decreed that they be destroyed, and I will pay 10,000 talents of silver into the 
hands of those who have charge of the king's business, that they may put it into the 
king's treasuries.” (Esther 3:8-9) 

(2) “a certain people”; he refuses to name them because Xerxes knew the Jews were 
good citizens. 

(3) “Their Laws are different from those of every other people”; i.e. their ceremonial 
and dietary laws, but they kept the civil laws of Persia faithfully! 

(4) “they do not keep the king’s laws”; False! There was not one instance of 
widespread rebellion by the Jews. 

(5) “it is not the king’s profit to tolerate them”; In fact, Jews were important and key 
people in the Royal Court and government administration. 

(6) “and I will pay 10,000 talents of silver into the hands of those who have charge of 
the king’s business, that they may put it into the king’s treasuries”; 10,000 talents 
of silver! A fantastic lie! 10,000 talents of silver = 333 tons of silver!  
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(i) valued at the price of silver today (@ $18.34/oz. as of April 13, 2017) = 
$195,431,040! 

(ii) or … about 2/3 of Xerxes Annual Revenue!  

(iii) Herodotus: Persian Wars; 3:85; p. 205 

The whole revenue which came in to Darius year by year will be 
found to be in Euboic money 14,560 talents, not to mention parts of 
a talent.  

(iv)  i.e., 10,000 talents of silver compared to the annual income of the 
Persian Empire of ≈15,000 talents of silver! 

(v) Haman’s plan? To take this money from the dead Jews! 

b) Mordecai: He presents Esther with the Truth …  

(1) and Mordecai told him all that had happened to him, and the exact sum of money 
that Haman had promised to pay into the king's treasuries for the destruction of 
the Jews. Mordecai also gave him a copy of the written decree issued in Susa for 
their destruction, that he might show it to Esther and explain it to her and 
command her to go to the king to beg his favor and plead with him on behalf of her 
people. (Esther 4:7-8) 

(2) “… all that had happened to him”; The reason why this all came about: 
Mordecai’s refusal to bow to or honor Haman.  

(3) the exact amount of the money: 10,000 talents of silver 

(4) a copy of the written decree issued in Susa; a copy of the public notice 

(5) show it to Esther, explain it to her, and command her to go to the King; the reality 
and severity of the true situation; something that could no longer be ignored.  

3. Notice this: Esther tries to cover up her Jewishness by silencing Mordecai!  

a) When Esther's young women and her eunuchs came and told her, the queen was deeply 
distressed. She sent garments to clothe Mordecai, so that he might take off his sackcloth, but 
he would not accept them. Then Esther called for Hathach, one of the king's eunuchs, who had 
been appointed to attend her, and ordered him to go to Mordecai to learn what this was and 
why it was. (Esther 4:4-5) 

b) Jon D. Levenson explains Esther’s actions (Esther: OTL; pp. 78-79) 

Given her ignorance of the cause of his public mourning, her extreme agitation would 
seem to be the result not of the genocidal decree against her people, but of her 
embarrassment at his grossly inappropriate appearance amid the opulence of the fortified 
compound of Susa. Perhaps she is also discomfited by the thought that Mordecai’s public 
demonstration of his Jewishness will eventually undermine her own persona as a Gentile 
queen.  

c) i.e., If Mordecai reveals his Judaism, then Esther’s secret of being a Jewess will be 
discovered!  
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4. Can we see this: Mordecai’s manipulation, Esther’s deception and the web of lies they’ve both spread to 
gain their position and power have now combined to endanger all of Israel – throughout the Persian 
Empire!  

5. Remember this! This Decree of a Holocaust was sent to all the Persian Provinces, throughout the 
Empire …  

a) Then the king's scribes were summoned on the thirteenth day of the first month, and an edict, 
according to all that Haman commanded, was written to the king's satraps and to the 
governors over all the provinces and to the officials of all the peoples, to every province in its 
own script and every people in its own language. It was written in the name of King 
Ahasuerus and sealed with the king's signet ring. (Esther 3:12) 

b) … including the Province Beyond the River (Judea) 

c) … where Zechariah lived and preached! 

d) Zechariah would have known about the decree! 

e) And he would preach a sermon about this Decree: “The Flock Doomed to Slaughter” (Zech. 
11) 

6. See how great a problem comes from lying lips! 

a) There are six things that the Lord hates, 
seven that are an abomination to him: 
haughty eyes, a lying tongue, 
and hands that shed innocent blood, 
a heart that devises wicked plans, 
feet that make haste to run to evil, 
a false witness who breathes out lies, 
and one who sows discord among brothers. (Prov. 6:16-19) 

b) all seven are present in this story! 

c) How great a forest is set ablaze by such a small fire! And the tongue is a fire, a world of 
unrighteousness. The tongue is set among our members, staining the whole body, setting on 
fire the entire course of life, and set on fire by hell. For every kind of beast and bird, of reptile 
and sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by mankind, but no human being can 
tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison. (James 3:5b-8) 

7. “Little lies” always grow into big problems! 

III. THE LIE ABOUT THE KING’S SAFETY (Esther 4:9-12) 

And Hathach went and told Esther what Mordecai had said. Then Esther spoke to Hathach and 
commanded him to go to Mordecai and say, “All the king's servants and the people of the king's 
provinces know that if any man or woman goes to the king inside the inner court without being called, 
there is but one law—to be put to death, except the one to whom the king holds out the golden scepter so 
that he may live. But as for me, I have not been called to come in to the king these thirty days.” And they 
told Mordecai what Esther had said. (Esther 4:9-12) 

1. Lie #3: Esther’s excuses! 
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2. Esther responds to Mordecai, in less than honest terms. She tells a partial truth, leaving out other 
pertinent information.  

3. J. G. McConville: Esther: DBS; pp. 171-172 

The story can be told thus with only fleeting reference to the deeper issues which are at stake. These 
are two. The first concerns the reaction of Esther herself to the news of Mordecai’s distress. From the 
start she attempts to close out the possibility that there is a serious issue to confront. Mordecai is in 
sackcloth and so she sends him clothes! Surely she knew better than that. Her action is what a 
prophet might have called “healing the wound of my people lightly” (Jer. 6:14). She wished not to 
know what would have been hurtful and threatening. All this is natural and in it Esther merely 
resembles most people most of the time. She, moreover, is subject to a king whose whim was law, and 
felt, no doubt, that responsible action of any sort was out of the question. It is to this feeling that she 
gives open expression in verse 11.  

4. Listen to Esther’s concerns:  

a) First: a person can’t just go to see the King without endangering their lives! 

“All the king's servants and the people of the king's provinces know that if any man or 
woman goes to the king inside the inner court without being called, there is but one law—
to be put to death, except the one to whom the king holds out the golden scepter so that he 
may live. (Esther 4:11a, b) 

b) Second: Esther had not been allowed to visit the King for a month …  

But as for me, I have not been called to come in to the king these thirty days.” (Esther 
4:11c) 

c) What’s behind all this? Esther is exaggerating … again!  

5. First: Herodotus tells us that no one could walk unannounced into the King’s presence except one of the 
seven noble families who’d supported the throne during a revolt. 

a) Herodotus: Persian Wars; 3:118; p. 212 

Now the law was that all those who had taken part in the rising against the Magnus might 
enter unannounced into the king’s presence, unless he happened to be having intercourse.  

b) But also, anyone could see the King if they first requested an audience with the King through 
the  

c) Chiliarch – the King’s appointed secretary and guardian of the Throne Room (Master At 
Arms)  

d) Esther could have easily gone to see the King! 

6. Second: Esther makes it sound like she was out of favor with Xerxes since he’d neglected her for 30 
days! But that was not true either …  

a) Xerxes had other queens and many (hundreds) concubines. It was not unusual for a wife of the 
Persian King to sleep with him or even dine with him infrequently.  

b) Anthony Tomasino: Zondervan Illustrated Bible Backgrounds; pp. 491-492  
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The queen’s contact with the king was physically limited by the fact that she had her own 
private chamber in the palace and did not regularly dine with the king. Furthermore, the 
king shared his bed infrequently. Nonetheless, the statement that the queen had not been 
in the king’s company for thirty days seems somewhat unusual. It may imply that Esther 
had fallen out of the king’s favor, which could explain her reluctance to appear before 
him unannounced.  

c) But … the opening paragraph of Chapter 5 will show this not to be so. Esther possessed great 
favor in Xerxes eyes! 

d) Ahasuerus was still “smitten” by Esther! 

7. Again the exaggerations about the protection, safety and whims of the King were lies.  

8. Esther was simply making excuses – a very subtle form of lying! 

IV. THE LIE ABOUT ESTHER’S PERSONAL SAFETY     (Esther 4:13-17) 

Then Mordecai told them to reply to Esther, “Do not think to yourself that in the king's palace you will 
escape any more than all the other Jews. For if you keep silent at this time, relief and deliverance will 
rise for the Jews from another place, but you and your father's house will perish. And who knows 
whether you have not come to the kingdom for such a time as this?” Then Esther told them to reply to 
Mordecai, “Go, gather all the Jews to be found in Susa, and hold a fast on my behalf, and do not eat or 
drink for three days, night or day. I and my young women will also fast as you do. Then I will go to the 
king, though it is against the law, and if I perish, I perish.” Mordecai then went away and did everything 
as Esther had ordered him. (Esther 4:13-17) 

1. Lie #4: Esther’s melodrama! 

2. Mordecai sees through Esther’s fear, reticence and excuses. And so he tells her four things …  

3. … Four Truths he should have faced earlier in life:  

a) First: The Palace offers no real safety for Jews. 

Then Mordecai told them to reply to Esther, “Do not think to yourself that in the king's 
palace you will escape any more than all the other Jews. (Esther 4:13) 

b) Second: God will deliver the Jews with or without Esther’s royal position or influence …  

For if you keep silent at this time, relief and deliverance will rise for the Jews from 
another place, (Esther 4:14a) 

c) Third: If Esther chooses her own safety (and Mordecai’s) over that of the Jew’s rescue, God 
will allow her to perish … “but you and your father’s house will perish.” (4:14b) 

d) Fourth: The Sovereign God had allowed Esther to become queen “for such a time as this” 
(Famous line): “And who knows whether you have not come to the kingdom for such a time as 
this?” (4:14c) 

4. Marvin Breneman: Esther: NAC; p. 337 

At this moment Esther’s life purpose was at stake. God had guided in her being chosen queen. In the 
biblical perspective election is for service, not just for one’s own benefit. Being liberator of her 
people was more important than being the queen of Persia.  
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5. Here, for the first time in the Story of Esther the Hand of Providence is acknowledged  

a) again in the use of the passive mood of the verbs 

b) “And who knows whether you have come to the kingdom for such a time as this?” 

c) David G. Firth: Esther: BST; p. 76 

The final clause of verse 14 takes the argument one step further. The question, ‘And who 
knows,’ leaves it open for Esther to consider. She has become queen at just the right time. 
His question thus asks Esther to ponder providence. Is it possible that she has been placed 
in this position just so she can serve God’s purposes? It is precisely because we cannot 
know such things in advance that the question is phrased as it is, but it is a question that 
many since Esther have also had to consider.  

6. This is a turning point in life of Queen Esther …  

a) The girl she was from Esther 1:1-4:14 is now gone.  

b) The woman she will become from Esther 4:15-10:3 will now emerge.  

7. The Providence of God and the pressures of her situation force Esther to become a woman of heroic 
faith. 

a) First: She calls all the Jews in Susa to fast (and pray) for her for 3 days and nights. 

Then Esther told them to reply to Mordecai, “Go, gather all the Jews to be found in Susa, 
and hold a fast on my behalf, and do not eat or drink for three days, night or day. (Esther 
4:15-16a) 

b) Second: She and her ladies in waiting will also fast (and pray): “I and my young women will 
also fast as you do” (4:16b) 

c) Third: She will then risk her life to save the Jews: “Then I will go to the king, though it is 
against the law, and if I perish, I perish!”  

d) Mordecai then went away and did everything as Esther had ordered him. (Esther 4:17) 

8. Frankly: Esther is a bit melodramatic. The chances of perishing at the hands of Xerxes are very slim –  

a) Vashti was exiled but not killed, 

b) Amestris was estranged from the king but not killed, 

c) Esther was much loved by the king and not likely to be killed! 

9. Ironically: Christian Bible Teachers and Evangelical Preachers have a hard time telling the ugly truth 
about Mordecai and Esther – turning their lies, their deceptions and their manipulations into virtues! 
What mental gymnastics we have to go through to do this. But we don’t have to do this. If we allow the 
story to honestly unfold our “Pretty Girl” will become a heroine!  

10. Her tendency to spin the truth died hard, but she had taken the first step to spiritual freedom:  She yielded 
to God’s providence rather than rely on her own manipulative powers! She surrendered to God, and was 
saved – first, spiritually, and then, physically. Esther had become a “Believer.”  
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Conclusion: You and I live in a society so full of lies that we cannot imagine a world of pure truth. Such is, quite 
frankly, beyond our imagination.  

1. None of us are as honest as we think. 

2. All of us are surrounded by lies, manipulation and deceptions:  

a) People on your staff who withhold information from you, and tell you what you “need” to 
hear in order to be in control and make the decisions they know you’d oppose if they told you 
everything!  

b) Those who flatter us incessantly, but really aren’t our true friends.  

c) Gossip, slander, innuendo and insinuations that harm our reputation. 

d) Media “spin,” political machinations, academic license, and sports hype – all mis-caricatures 
of the truth. 

e) Sneaky affairs, false advertising, calling evil good and good evil. 

f) And the overwhelming pressure to not tell the truth! 

3. Paul’s question is stunning: “Have I become your enemy by telling you the truth?” (Galatians 4:16) 

4. The Answer? Yes!  People don’t want to hear the truth! 

a) They don’t want to face the truth that Jewish administrators should honor pagan officials even 
if they are Amalekites! 

b) They don’t want to face the reality that Jewish girls, even if stunningly beautiful, cannot 
become a Persian Queen! 

c) They don’t want to be told that merely because your ancestors were wiped out by an ancient 
Jewish King, you have no right to exterminate all Jews! 

d) They resist this truth: Even if you’ve lied to, seduced, manipulated and then married the King, 
you owe it to him to tell him the truth, even if he won’t love you anymore when he finds out 
how you used him! 

e) They react in anger when the Rabbi (Preacher) confronts them with sin that hurts themselves 
and others, and calls them to repentance and faith before God – even if it leads to eternal life! 

5. Telling the truth is always a matter of loyalty to a different Kingdom!  

So Pilate entered his headquarters again and called Jesus and said to him, “Are you the King of the 
Jews?” Jesus answered, “Do you say this of your own accord, or did others say it to you about me?” 
Pilate answered, “Am I a Jew? Your own nation and the chief priests have delivered you over to me. 
What have you done?” Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were of this 
world, my servants would have been fighting, that I might not be delivered over to the Jews. But my 
kingdom is not from the world.” Then Pilate said to him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You 
say that I am a king. For this purpose I was born and for this purpose I have come into the world—to 
bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth listens to my voice.” Pilate said to him, “What 
is truth?” After he had said this, he went back outside to the Jews and told them, “I find no guilt in 
him. (John 18:33-38) 

6. But, without the Truth we are all lost. Every one of us. And it is The Truth God desires for us all …  
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a) First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made 
for all people, for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and 
quiet life, godly and dignified in every way. This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God 
our Savior, who desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. (1 
Tim. 2:1-4) 

b) Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me. (John 14:6) 

c) So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my 
disciples, So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. (John 8:31, 36) 

7. How interesting! Notice how when one person – Mordecai – began to face the Truth, it became a 
spiritual movement that saved a Queen, her King, her people and His Empire! 

8. Speaking the Truth is the great necessity of Gospel Faith. 

Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into 
Christ, (Eph. 4:15) 

Therefore, having put away falsehood, let each one of you speak the truth with his neighbor, for we 
are members one of another. Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good 
for building up, as fits the occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear. (Eph. 4:25, 29) 

9. Restoring a community of Truthfulness in a post-truth culture!  


