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Psalm 48                   May 7, 2017 AM 
None But Zion’s Children                  The Church 
PS1702           
 

“God’s Royal Palace” 
 

INTRODUCTION: There is not one of us here who does not have a “favorite city” … 

1. … a city which we love to visit. In fact, we usually count several cities among our favorites.  

2. The list always includes our home city; the place in which we were born. There is something familiar, 
restorative and memorable about that place. So much of ourselves and our lives are intertwined in that 
place.  

3. Then there are other cities we never seem to tire of visiting. For me there are Four such cities in which I 
never tire of spending time.  

a) Rome: “The Eternal City”: Old Roman Forum, Coliseum, Catacombs, Appian Way. A walk-
through birthplace of Western Christianity. (I have visited Rome 4 times in my life) 

b) Berlin: The Capital of Germany: The Deutsche History Museum, the Pergamum Museum, 
Berliner Dom, The Brandenburg Gate, Kaiser Wilhelm Platz. And the Best Food on Earth! 
(I’ve visited Berlin 5 times)  

c) London: Center of the British Empire: Buckingham Palace, Westminster Abbey, The 
Parliament, St. Paul’s Cathedral, Tower of London, River Thames and the Tower Bridge, the 
British Library and Museum, etc. It is like walking through a massive museum. (I’ve been to 
London 12 times.) 

d) Washington, D.C.: Our beloved national capital: The White House (tour), Capital Building 
(tour), The Smithsonian; Lincoln, Washington, and Jefferson Monuments; the monuments to 
all our wars on the Mall, dozens of major museums, and … best of all … The National 
Cathedral. 

4. When I go into our National Cathedral, and take the official tour, I find something new, and glorious, 
and deeply moving about this Episcopal Cathedral that looks out over a hill on all of D.C.  

5. If you notice: What makes these cities so special is not its restaurants, sports teams, shops or theaters. 
What we remember – what we go back to see over and over again – all its monuments to God, tributes 
to great men and women of history, and memorials to famous world events.  

• The Eiffel Tower (Paris) 

• Big Ben (London) 

• Statue of Liberty (New York) 

• The Alamo (San Antonio) 

* All you have to do is mention these famous structures, and everyone knows the city you’re 
referring.  

6. The same was true for the Jews and ancient Israel, and their great love for Zion: The City of God.  

a) They loved that city above all other places …  
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b) … because it was the place of …  

(1) The Temple: The House of God 

(2) The Palace of Solomon 

(3) The Fortress of David 

(4) The Wall of Nehemiah 

(5) … etc., etc., etc. … 

7. The Levites who wrote many of the Psalms – Asaph and the Sons of Korah – along with King David, 
wrote Six Songs to celebrate the glory, beauty and wonder of Zion.  

a) The Sons of Korah: Pss. 46, 48, 84, 87 

b) Asaph: Ps. 76 

c) David: Ps. 122 

8. They all celebrate “The City of God”: Ps. 46:4; Ps. 48:1, 8; Ps. 87:3 (four) 

• The Holy Habitation of the Most High (46:4) once 

• The Holy Mountain (48:1; 87:1) twice 

• Mount Zion (48:1, 11) twice 

• The City of the Great King (48:1) once 

• Zion (48:12; 76:2; 84:5, 7; 87:1, 5) five 

• The City of the Lord (48:8) once 

• Salem (76:2) once  

• God’s dwelling place (76:2; 84:1) twice  

• Jerusalem (ps. 122:2, 3, 6) three 

• The House of the Lord (Ps. 122:1, 9; 84:1) three 

9. James Boice: Psalms: Vol. 2; p. 402 

Psalm 46 is the first of the Songs of Zion. The others are Psalms 48, 76, 84, 87, and 122. Psalm 84 
begins, “How lovely is your dwelling place, O Lord Almighty!” Psalm 122 begins, “I rejoiced with 
those who said to me, ‘Let us go to the house of the Lord.’” All these psalms praise Jerusalem as the 
dwelling place of God. But if ever a psalm was truly a Song of Zion, it is the one we come to now. In 
it the words “city of our God” or their equivalent occur three times (in vv. 1, 2, 8), and the people are 
actually invited to walk around the city, count its towers, and meditate on the strength of its great 
ramparts.  

10. But none of the Songs of Zion makes as many references to the glorious layout, structure and monuments 
of the City of God as Psalm 48 does.  

11. We NT saints forget what a central role Jerusalem played in the spiritual life of OT Israel and each Jew!  

a) “Three times in the year you shall keep a feast to me. You shall keep the Feast of Unleavened 
Bread. As I commanded you, you shall eat unleavened bread for seven days at the appointed 
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time in the month of Abib, for in it you came out of Egypt. None shall appear before me 
empty-handed. You shall keep the Feast of Harvest, of the firstfruits of your labor, of what you 
sow in the field. You shall keep the Feast of Ingathering at the end of the year, when you 
gather in from the field the fruit of your labor. Three times in the year shall all your males 
appear before the Lord God. (Ex. 23:14-17) 

b) Three times in the year shall all your males appear before the Lord God, the God of Israel. 
(Ex. 34:23) 

c) “Three times a year all your males shall appear before the Lord your God at the place that he 
will choose: at the Feast of Unleavened Bread, at the Feast of Weeks, and at the Feast of 
Booths. They shall not appear before the Lord empty-handed. Every man shall give as he is 
able, according to the blessing of the Lord your God that he has given you. (Deut. 16:16-17) 

d) Then Moses wrote this law and gave it to the priests, the sons of Levi, who carried the ark of 
the covenant of the Lord, and to all the elders of Israel. And Moses commanded them, “At the 
end of every seven years, at the set time in the year of release, at the Feast of Booths, when all 
Israel comes to appear before the Lord your God at the place that he will choose, you shall 
read this law before all Israel in their hearing. Assemble the people, men, women, and little 
ones, and the sojourner within your towns, that they may hear and learn to fear the Lord your 
God, and be careful to do all the words of this law, and that their children, who have not 
known it, may hear and learn to fear the Lord your God, as long as you live in the land that 
you are going over the Jordan to possess.” (Deut. 31:9-13) 

12. Every year, three times each year, the Jewish male was to make a pilgrimage to Jerusalem. 

a) Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread – in March-April 

b) The Feast of Weeks (Pentecost) – In May-June 

c) The Feast of Booths (Tabernacles) – in Sept.-Oct. 

d) and especially every 7th year (Sabbatical Year) at the Feast of Booths/Tabernacles (Sept.-
Oct.) 

e) “… when all Israel comes to appear before the Lord your God …”  

f) i.e., when they made a pilgrimage to Jerusalem to go to the Temple during the high holy days.  

13. Imagine if you were a little boy or girl, living in a small town, like Nazareth, some 90-100 miles from 
Jerusalem …  

a) … and your “family vacation” was this Pilgrimage! 

b) in reality: devout families usually made only one pilgrimage to Jerusalem per year (the other 
two times the Father went alone to represent the family in the Temple)  

c) families traveling together: Parents, siblings, aunts and uncles, cousins, and even 
grandparents. 

d) a week-long journey, camping out along the way (down the Jordan River valley)  

e) then a right turn at Jericho, for the “ascent” up to the Mountain of Zion, atop which sat 

f) Jerusalem, with the “Golden Temple” shining at its highest point! 
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g) Imagine how this annual journey (and the City of God) shaped their lives!  

h) As they “went up” to Jerusalem they sang two sets of Psalms: 

(1) The Songs of Ascents: Pilgrim Songs (Pss. 120-134) 

(2) The Songs of Zion – about the City of God 

i) They all did this … most of them … 

j) including the boy, Jesus of Nazareth:  

Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. And when he 
was twelve years old, they went up according to custom. And when the feast was ended, as 
they were returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His parents did not know 
it, but supposing him to be in the group they went a day's journey, but then they began to 
search for him among their relatives and acquaintances, and when they did not find him, 
they returned to Jerusalem, searching for him. After three days they found him in the 
temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. And all 
who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his answers. And when his parents 
saw him, they were astonished. And his mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us 
so? Behold, your father and I have been searching for you in great distress.” And he said 
to them, “Why were you looking for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father's 
house?” (Luke 2:41-49) 

14. Eugene Peterson: A Long Obedience in the Same Direction; pp. 14-15 

The Hebrews were a people whose salvation had been accomplished in the exodus, whose identity 
had been defined at Sinai and whose preservation had been assured in the forty years of wilderness 
wandering. As such a people they regularly climbed the road to Jerusalem to worship. They refreshed 
their memories of God’s saving ways at the Feast of Passover in the spring; they renewed their 
commitments as God’s covenanted people at the Feast of Pentecost in early summer; they responded 
as a blessed community to the best that God had for them at the Feast of Tabernacles in the autumn. 
Between feasts the people lived these realities in daily discipleship until the time came to go up to the 
mountain city again as pilgrims to renew the covenant. This picture of the Hebrews singing these 
fifteen psalms as they left their routines of discipleship and made their way from towns and villages, 
farms and cities, as pilgrims up to Jerusalem has become embedded in the Christian devotional 
imagination. It is our best background for understanding life as a faith-journey.  

15. I suggest to you that we NT saints are called “to appear before the Lord” every week: on the Sabbath 
Day, on Sunday …  

a) journeying to the City of God 

b) our local church! 

c) Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus, 
by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that is, through his flesh, 
and since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us draw near with a true heart in 
full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies 
washed with pure water. Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he 
who promised is faithful. And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good 
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works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, 
and all the more as you see the Day drawing near. (Heb. 10:19-25) 

16. And, as we come to church, to the City of God, we discover this beautiful truth –  

a) Your Local Church (Christ Covenant Church) is God’s Royal Palace!  

b) Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised 
in the city of our God! 
His holy mountain, beautiful in elevation, 
is the joy of all the earth, 
Mount Zion, in the far north, 
the city of the great King. 
Within her citadels God 
has made himself known as a fortress. (Ps. 48:1-3) 

For behold, the kings assembled; 
they came on together. 
As soon as they saw it, they were astounded; 
they were in panic; they took to flight. 
Trembling took hold of them there, 
anguish as of a woman in labor. 
By the east wind you shattered 
the ships of Tarshish. 
As we have heard, so have we seen 
in the city of the Lord of hosts,  
in the city of our God, 
which God will establish forever. Selah (Ps. 48:4-8) 

We have thought on your steadfast love, O God, 
in the midst of your temple. 
As your name, O God, 
so your praise reaches to the ends of the earth. 
Your right hand is filled with righteousness. 
Let Mount Zion be glad! 
Let the daughters of Judah rejoice 
because of your judgments! 
Walk about Zion, go around her, 
number her towers, 
consider well her ramparts, 
go through her citadels, 
that you may tell the next generation 
that this is God, 
our God forever and ever. 
He will guide us forever. (Ps. 48:9-14) 

c) Within her citadels God 
has made himself known as a fortress (Ps. 48:3) 
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d) Three stanzas and three reasons to glory in God and take pride in His Church …  

I. THE CHURCH IS THE JOY OF THE WHOLE EARTH          (Ps. 48:1-3) 

Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised 
in the city of our God! 
His holy mountain, beautiful in elevation, 
is the joy of all the earth, 
Mount Zion, in the far north, 
the city of the great King. 
Within her citadels God 
has made himself known as a fortress. (Ps. 48:1-3) 

1. I want you to notice the connection between Pss. 46, 47, and 48:  

a) They are all three by the Sons of Korah, indicating a date after David was King. (Late 
monarchy period) 

b) They share a common theme: God the Victor! 

(1) Psalm 46: God who protected Jerusalem and crushed the army of the besieging 
enemy.  

The nations rage, the kingdoms totter; 
he utters his voice, the earth melts. 
The Lord of hosts is with us; 
the God of Jacob is our fortress. Selah 
Come, behold the works of the Lord, 
how he has brought desolations on the earth. 
He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; 
he breaks the bow and shatters the spear; 
he burns the chariots with fire. (Ps. 46:6-9) 

(2) Psalm 47: One of 7 Enthronement Psalms in which God is referred to as a “King” 
(Pss. 47, 93, 95-99). In Ps. 47, a Victorious King returning from Battle … 

Clap your hands, all peoples! 
Shout to God with loud songs of joy!(voice of triumph) 
For the Lord, the Most High, is to be feared, 
a great king over all the earth. 
He subdued peoples under us, 
and nations under our feet. 
He chose our heritage for us, 
the pride of Jacob whom he loves. Selah 
God has gone up with a shout, 
the Lord with the sound of a trumpet. 
Sing praises to God, sing praises! 
Sing praises to our King, sing praises! 
For God is the King of all the earth; 
sing praises with a psalm! 
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God reigns over the nations; 
God sits on his holy throne. 
The princes of the peoples gather 
as the people of the God of Abraham. 
For the shields of the earth belong to God; 
he is highly exalted! (Ps. 47:1-9) 

(3) Psalm 48: The Citadel (Royal Palace/ Fortress) in which God dwells, striking fear 
into His enemies. 

For behold, the kings assembled; 
they came on together. 
As soon as they saw it, they were astounded; 
they were in panic; they took to flight. 
Trembling took hold of them there, 
anguish as of a woman in labor. 
By the east wind you shattered 
the ships of Tarshish. (Ps. 48:4-7) 

(4) Warren Wiersbe: Be Thankful: Vol. 1; pp. 176-177 

This is the third of the psalms celebrating Jehovah’s victory in delivering 
Jerusalem from the Assyrians (see 46 and 47). The emphasis is on the Lord and 
Mount Zion. The safety of Jerusalem was not in her location or her walls but in 
her God; for He was their fortress. It was in the defeat of Sennacherib’s army 
that God “made Himself known as a stronghold”  

2. But there is something new in this Second Song of Zion that was not as prevalent in Psalm 46: The glory 
of the PLACE … 

a) God living in Zion = The City of God 

b) God making His OT Church His Royal Palace. 

3. When I mentioned my four favorite cities, I didn’t mention this fact:  All four of them were/are famous 
because of the great Rulers who lived/ live in them –  

a) Rome: The City of all the Caesars:  

(1) The remains of Caesar’s villas in Capitoline Hill 

(2) Initials on fire-hydrants, manhole covers, curbs in the street –  

(3) SPQR: Senatus Populus Que Roma (The Senate and People of Rome!) 

b) London: The Royal Home of the Kings and Queens of England for over 1,000 years. On 
public works:  

(1) Royal Cyphers of past Kings and Queens 

(2) e.g., EIIR (Elizabeth II Regina) 

(3) Buckingham Palace 

c) Berlin: The Royal Home of the “Kaisers” (German for “Caesar”) 
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(1) The Royal House of Hohenzollern 

(2) The Kaiser Wilhelm Platz (place): center of Berlin 

(3) Now: The Berlin City Palace, on Museum Island, in Berlin 

d) Washington, D.C.: The White House; home to our presidents … 

(1) since 1800, and pres. John Adams (2nd President) 

(2) most beloved and famous building in America 

(3) our “Royal House” 

4. My point? The Royal City is always loved because of the Royal Family who lives there! 

5. Zion was the “joy of the whole earth” because God dwelt there. 

a) God the Father filled the Tabernacle and then Temple with His Presence = Shekinah Glory 

b) Jesus Christ, the Son of God: visited Jerusalem all through His life: dedicated, bar mitzvah, 
taught, suffered, died, rose and then ascended to heaven from Zion. 

c) The Holy Spirit inaugurated His world mission there on Pentecost Sunday, in the Temple 
Precincts!  

6. Jerusalem is the joy of the whole earth for three reasons: 

a) In OT times people travelled there to find God 

b) In NT the Church moves out from there to evangelize the world. 

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth. (Acts 
1:8) 

c) In the future, Jesus will return to Jerusalem, and usher in the New Heaven and New Earth – 
Zion will be its Capital! 

And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud 
took him out of their sight. And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, 
two men stood by them in white robes, and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand 
looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the 
same way as you saw him go into heaven.” (Acts 1:9-11) 

7. God now incarnates His Church, and moves through the world in Her …  

a)  In the Church men find God 

b) Through the Church Jesus reaches the world with the Gospel 

c) The Holy Spirit indwells the church as His Temple! 

Do you not know that you are God's temple and that God's Spirit dwells in you? If anyone 
destroys God's temple, God will destroy him. For God's temple is holy, and you are that 
temple. (1 Cor. 3:16-17) 

d) The Church remains the incarnation of God in the world 
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(1) I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in 
me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved 
me and gave himself for me. (Gal. 2:20) 

(2) For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I among them. (Matt. 
18:20) 

8. The Church of Jesus Christ gets a lot of negative press in our world. It has always been this way –  

a) Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against 
you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they 
persecuted the prophets who were before you. (Matt. 5:11-12) 

b) And when they could not find them, they dragged Jason and some of the brothers before the 
city authorities, shouting, “These men who have turned the world upside down have come 
here also, (Acts 17:6) 

c) Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that when they speak against you as 
evildoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation. (1 Peter 
2:12) 

d) For this is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one endures sorrows while suffering 
unjustly. For what credit is it if, when you sin and are beaten for it, you endure? But if when 
you do good and suffer for it you endure, this is a gracious thing in the sight of God. (1 Peter 
2:19-20) 

9. But the record of history speaks for itself: The Church of Jesus Christ has been responsible for …  

a) Laws protecting the sanctity of life, elevating the status of women and children, and the 
abolition of slavery, around the world.  

b) beginning and developing the world’s great universities. In our own country, the Ivy league 
schools were church affiliated.  

(1) Harvard (Congregational) 

(2) Yale (Congregational) 

(3) Pennsylvania (Anglican/Methodist) 

(4) Princeton (Pres/ Cong) 

(5) Columbia (Anglican) 

(6) Brown (Baptist) 

(7) Dartmouth (Congregational) 

(8) Cornell (non-sectarian) 

c) Hospitals; Insane asylums rather than prisons for the mentally ill; orphanages 

d) The Western World’s great libraries 

e) Mercy ministry to the poor (e.g., Salvation Army also the YMCA, Rescue Missions, etc.) 

10. The Truth: The Church has been, and will continue to be, the light of God in a dark age, the love of 
Christ in a brutal world, and the Life of the Spirit for a mankind dead in sin.  
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11. The next stanza of Psalm 48 tells us this very thing …  

 

II. THE CHURCH IS THE MANIFESTATION OF GOD FOR MANKIND (Ps. 48:4-5) 

For behold, the kings assembled; 
they came on together. 
As soon as they saw it, they were astounded; 
they were in panic; they took to flight. 
Trembling took hold of them there, 
anguish as of a woman in labor. 
By the east wind you shattered 
the ships of Tarshish. 
As we have heard, so have we seen 
in the city of the Lord of hosts,  
in the city of our God, 
which God will establish forever. Selah (Ps. 48:4-8) 

1. The Sons of Korah speak of the Assyrian army, flung into panic by the Angel of the Lord (Preincarnate 
Son of God) 

a) “Therefore thus says the Lord concerning the king of Assyria: He shall not come into this city 
or shoot an arrow there, or come before it with a shield or cast up a siege mound against it. 
By the way that he came, by the same he shall return, and he shall not come into this city, 
declares the Lord. For I will defend this city to save it, for my own sake and for the sake of my 
servant David.” And that night the angel of the Lord went out and struck down 185,000 in the 
camp of the Assyrians. And when people arose early in the morning, behold, these were all 
dead bodies. Then Sennacherib king of Assyria departed and went home and lived at Nineveh. 
(2 Kings 19:32-36) 

b) As we have heard, so have we seen 
in the city of the Lord of hosts,  
in the city of our God, 
which God will establish forever. Selah (Ps. 48:8) 

2. To rephrase Julius Caesar’s words: Veni, Vidi, Vici (I came, I saw, I conquered) this Assyrian army 
came, saw and fled in defeat and terror! 

3. Principle: God’s dealings with His Church in the past inform our present and shape our future! 

4. Alexander Maclaren: Book of Psalms: Vol. 2; pp. 96-97 

The present ever seems commonplace. The sky is farthest from earth right overhead, but touches the 
ground on the horizon behind and before. Miracles were in the past; God will be manifestly in the 
far-off future, but the present is apt to seem empty of Him. But if we rightly mark His dealings with 
us, we shall learn that nothing in His past has so passed that it is not present. As the companion 
psalm says, “The God of Jacob is our refuge,” this exclaims, “As we have heard, so have be seen.”  

5. This is why the Church exists: to remind people that Christ is still in the world, reconciling the world to 
God!  
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a) All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of 
reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their 
trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. Therefore, we are 
ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of 
Christ, be reconciled to God. (2 Cor. 5:18-20) 

b) Jesus is in His Church, His “great cloud of witnesses” 

c) Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside 
every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is 
set before us, looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was 
set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the 
throne of God. (Heb. 12:1-2) 

6. When you come to Church on Sundays here’s what happens  

a) As we have heard, so have we seen 
in the city of the Lord of hosts,  
in the city of our God, 
which God will establish forever. Selah (Ps. 48:8) 

b) You hear the stories about Adam and Eve, Abraham and Sarah, Moses, David, King 
Hezekiah, Daniel, John the Baptist, Peter and Paul …  

c) …. and the stories of St. Augustine, Martin Luther and John Calvin, the Pilgrims, Jonathan 
Edwards, Florence Nightingale, and Martyn Lloyd-Jones …  

d) …. you sing the songs of Fanny Crosby, recite the Creeds of the Church Fathers, hear quotes 
from the writing of John Stott, J. I. Packer, Tim Keller …  

e) … you see the Lord’s Table; you hear the vows of baptism …  

f) … and you are reminded of the dying words of John Wesley: “… and the best thing of all is 
this: God is with us!” 

7. C. H. Spurgeon: Treasury of David; Vol. 1; p. 362 

a) Our father’s stories are reproduced before our very eyes. We heard the promise, and we have 
been the fulfilment. The records of Zion, wonderful as they are, are proved to be truthful, 
because present facts are in perfect harmony therewith. We find him dealing with us after the 
precedents of his loving-kindness, and the faithfulness of his promises. The true church can 
never be disestablished. That which kings establish can last for time only, that which God 
establishes endures to all eternity.  

b) Selah (Pause/ Reflect/ Remember this!) 

c) Spurgeon: “Here is a fit place to pause, viewing the past with admiration, and the future with 
confidence!” (p. 362) 

8. Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of God. Consider the outcome of their way of 
life, and imitate their faith. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. (Heb. 13:7-8) 

9. You may not like history, and you may find my frequent sermon quotes annoying (too “academic”), but 
they both remind you that God is with us – yesterday, today and forever!  
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10. Christ is manifested in the world, today, in local churches like Christ Covenant. Without your local 
church you would not know God, you wouldn’t believe in Christ, you wouldn’t have the Holy Spirit. 

As we have heard, so have we seen 
in the city of the Lord of hosts,  
in the city of our God, 
which God will establish forever. Selah (Ps. 48:8) 

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every 
weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 
looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him 
endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. (Heb. 
12:1-2) 

11. As has always been the case, so it is today …  

III. THE CHURCH IS THE PLACE IN WHICH GOD LIVES IN THE WORLD (Ps. 48:9-14) 

We have thought on your steadfast love, O God, 
in the midst of your temple. 
As your name, O God, 
so your praise reaches to the ends of the earth. 
Your right hand is filled with righteousness. 
Let Mount Zion be glad! 
Let the daughters of Judah rejoice 
because of your judgments! 
Walk about Zion, go around her, 
number her towers, 
consider well her ramparts, 
go through her citadels, 
that you may tell the next generation 
that this is God, 
our God forever and ever. 
He will guide us forever. (Ps. 48:9-14) 

1. Some Protestants may be uncomfortable with that statement: The Church is the Place in which God lives 
in the world.  

a) Of course we do not mean exclusively so. God fills His creation with the immensity of his 
omnipresence. He is everywhere. Just as God was both in the Temple and in the creation 
during the days of the Sons of Korah, so He is in His Church and throughout creation today.  

b) I am not teaching that God indwells a sacred building; though He is present when His Church-
people gather here. 

For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I among them. (Matt. 18:20) 

c) What I mean is this: In a uniquely personal manner God is with His people (church) in the 
world so that He can be seen, heard and known through them.  

2. This was Jesus Christ’s point in John 13, during the Last Supper: 
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a) When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now is the Son of Man glorified, and God is glorified in 
him. If God is glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself, and glorify him at once. 
Little children, yet a little while I am with you. You will seek me, and just as I said to the Jews, 
so now I also say to you, ‘Where I am going you cannot come.’ A new commandment I give to 
you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another. By 
this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” (John 
13:31-35) 

b) Paraphrased: “In a short time people will look for me but I will have ascended to glory in 
heaven. But when people see my people loving one another, as I have loved them, they will 
find me in the fellowship of the Church. They will know you follow Me because of your love 
for one another, and thus they will follow Me as well.”  

c) John Owen: “God is in an especial manner present in His Church.” 

3. The Sons of Korah exhort the people to walk around Zion (Jerusalem) and note her high walls, count her 
“towers,” number her gates and take note of her Palaces –  

a) John Calvin renders the Hebrew khail in the French word Palais (i.e., palace)  

b) The greatness of the City of God reflects the greatness of God Himself. 

c) Just as Rome pointed to the Caesars, London to the Kings and Queens of England, Berlin to 
the Great Kaisers, and Washington, D.C., to our beloved Presidents!  

d) The Church’s excellencies point to the splendor of Christ!  

4. John Calvin: Psalms 36-92; vol. V, Commentaries; p. 232 

a) Walk about Zion, go around her, 
number her towers, 
consider well her ramparts, 
go through her citadels, 
that you may tell the next generation 
that this is God, 
our God forever and ever. 
He will guide us forever. (Ps. 48:12-14) 

b) When the prophet spake of the palaces of Jerusalem, it was not that the godly should keep 
their eyes fixed upon them, but that by the aid of these outward things they should elevate 
their minds to the contemplation of the glory of God. God would have them to behold, as it 
were, the marks of his grace engraven wherever they turned themselves, or rather, to 
recognize him as present in these marks. From this we conclude that whatever dignity or 
excellence shines forth in the Church, we are not to consider it otherwise than as the means of 
presenting God to our view, that we may magnify and praise him in his gifts.  

5. The association between God and Zion, between Christ and the Church, is symbiotic: 

a) The glory of God is reflected in the City of God! 

b) The greatness of Zion reflects the greatness of her God! 
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c) So it is with Jesus and Christ Covenant Church: the very bricks, stones, stained glass and 
decor reflect the beauty of Christ. 

d) A beautiful house of worship for a Beautiful Savior who beautifies our sacred space!  

6. Joseph Exell: The Biblical Illustrator: Psalms II; p. 484 

The stones of the building were clothed in rich and mystic meaning. “Thy servants take pleasure in 
her stones.” A radiant history made worship eager, grateful and assured. “We have heard with our 
ear, O God; our fathers have told us what work Thou didst in their days, in the times of old.” The 
hoary pile was beautified with the association of the spiritual splendours of other days. They gloried 
in their heritage. Such was the sentiment of the olden days. There are now many Zions. Today 
religion has many homes, but because of the many abiding-places the strength of the general 
fellowship need not be impoverished. What is the significance of this building to the family which 
gathers within its walls? To an uncounted host the plain old pile is a dear and honoured home. The 
very stones are revered. They are the shrine of the sacred sentiment. Here our fathers met and 
prayed. Here they had such visions of the Master as made them bold to confront the world. But it is 
not only that these stones are the shrine of a sacred sentiment; they are to many of you the house of a 
sacred experience. It was here you first saw the face of your Lord. It was here you were born again. I 
do not wonder that you love the old Zion. Every other place is a strange and unsuggestive lodging: 
this house is your birthplace and your home. What are the towers of our faith? Here is the primary 
stronghold: Christ is the alone-exalted head of the Christian Church.  

7. To love Jesus Christ is to love His Church. To follow the history of the church is to know the story of 
Christ’s redeeming work in the world. To honor the Church is to show reverence to the things of God – 
especially to Jesus Christ, the Son of God incarnate!  

8. Timothy Dwight, grandson of Johnathan Edwards, and president of Princeton College, captured this 
affection for Jesus and his Church in the words of one of my favorite hymns: “I Love The Kingdom, 
Lord” 

I love thy kingdom, Lord, 
the house of thine abode, 
the church our blest Redeemer saved 
with his own precious blood. (St. 1) 

I love thy church, O God. 
Her walls before thee stand, 
dear as the apple of thine eye, 
and graven on thy hand. (St. 2) 

Beyond my highest joy 
I prize her heavenly ways: 
her sweet communion, solemn vows, 
her hymns of love and praise. (St. 4) 

Sure as thy truth shall last, 
to Zion shall be giv’n 
the brightest glories earth can yield, 
and brighter bliss of heav’n. (St. 6) 
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9. There is a glory in the local Church that exists nowhere else on the face of the earth – not in Rome, not in 
London, not in Berlin and not even in Washington D.C.. This glory belongs to one place – The City of 
God, the Church, the Royal Palace of King Jesus!  

10. Alexander Maclaren: Body of Psalms: Vol. 2; p. 99 

a) Walk about Zion, go around her, 
number her towers, 
consider well her ramparts, 
go through her citadels, 
that you may tell the next generation 
that this is God, 
our God forever and ever. 
He will guide us forever. (Ps. 48:12-14) 

b) The towers and bulwark or rampart remain unharmed, with not a stone smitten from its place. 
Within, the palaces stand without a trace of damage to their beauty. That which is of God will 
abide; and, after all musterings of the enemy, the uncaptured walls will rise in undiminished 
strength, and the fair palaces which they guard glitter in untarnished splendour. And this is to 
be told to the generation following, that they may learn what a God this God is, and how 
safely and well He will guide all generations.  

Conclusion: For me it is impossible to love Jesus Christ, to love God, without also loving His Church, His 
people … You! 

1. His greatness is Her greatness, His goodness is Her goodness, His glory is her glory … forever!  

a) Beloved, we are God's children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know 
that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is. And everyone 
who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure. (1 John 3:2-3) 

b) “… Christ in you, the hope of glory.” (Col.1:27) 

2. I love the Church. And I have loved the Church all the days of my life: Immaculate Conception Church 
(Columbus, Ohio), Central Church (Memphis), First Presbyterian Church and Eau Claire Presbyterian 
Church (Columbia, SC), Surfside PCA Church (Surfside, SC), Trinity PCA Church (Jackson, MS), Christ 
Covenant Church (Matthews, NC)  

3. I love the Church for what she has always been: The Royal Palace of God on earth.  

4. I love the Church for what she is now: The Body of Christ and Temple of the Spirit on earth. 

5. I love the Church for what she will be someday: The Heavenly City –  

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, 
and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from 
God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. (Rev. 21:1-2) 

And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. And the 
city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and its lamp is the 
Lamb. By its light will the nations walk, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it, (Rev. 
21:22-24) 
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No longer will there be anything accursed, but the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and 
his servants will worship him. They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. And 
night will be no more. They will need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and 
they will reign forever and ever. (Rev. 22:3-5) 

6. I love God, so I love Jesus. And because I love Christ, I love you! For you have shown God to me; you 
have brought Christ to me; you have been to me a Temple where the Spirit of God has touched my life – 
profoundly! 

7. “I love Thy Kingdom, Lord; the House of Thine abode, the Church our blest Redeemer saved with His 
own precious blood. I love Thy Church, O God, her walls before Thee stand; dear as they apply of Thine 
Eye, engravened on Thy Hand!  

Walk about Zion, go around her, 
number her towers, 
consider well her ramparts, 
go through her citadels, 
that you may tell the next generation 
that this is God, 
our God forever and ever. 
He will guide us forever. (Ps. 48:12-14) 

8. Such “solid joys and lasting treasure none by Zion’s children know!”  

 


