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Zechariah 11:1-17                  May 7, 2017 PM 
Restoring God-Fearing Community          Zechariah 
ZC1707          
 

“A Flock Doomed to Slaughter”    
 

INTRODUCTION: When Xerxes’ “decree of destruction” went out from the palace in Susa, in 474 B.C., it soon 
made its way to the Holy Land … 

1. … to the Province Beyond the River: Palestine and Judea.  

2. And, no doubt, there was great distress in Jerusalem. 

a) Remember: Jerusalem was without walls and gates for protection.  

b) And was surrounded by Samaritans and Arabs, hostile to their religion and their restoration 
mission …  

c) …. in the days of Zerubbabel, Joshua and Haggai (c. 536 B.C.) and the rebuilding of the 
Temple, during the reign of Darius …  

Now when the adversaries of Judah and Benjamin heard that the returned exiles were 
building a temple to the Lord, the God of Israel, they approached Zerubbabel and the 
heads of fathers' houses and said to them, “Let us build with you, for we worship your 
God as you do, and we have been sacrificing to him ever since the days of Esarhaddon 
king of Assyria who brought us here.” But Zerubbabel, Jeshua, and the rest of the heads 
of fathers' houses in Israel said to them, “You have nothing to do with us in building a 
house to our God; but we alone will build to the Lord, the God of Israel, as King Cyrus 
the king of Persia has commanded us.” Then the people of the land discouraged the 
people of Judah and made them afraid to build and bribed counselors against them to 
frustrate their purpose, all the days of Cyrus king of Persia, even until the reign of Darius 
king of Persia. (Ezra 4:1-5) 

d) … in the time of Nehemiah and the rebuilding of the wall (445 B.C.) in the reign of 
Artaxerxes, Xerxes’ son and Esther’s step-son:  

(1) In the days of Artaxerxes, Bishlam and Mithredath and Tabeel and the rest of their 
associates wrote to Artaxerxes king of Persia. The letter was written in Aramaic 
and translated. Rehum the commander and Shimshai the scribe wrote a letter 
against Jerusalem to Artaxerxes the king as follows: (Ezra 4:7-8) 

(2) But when Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the Ammonite servant and Geshem 
the Arab heard of it, they jeered at us and despised us and said, “What is this thing 
that you are doing? Are you rebelling against the king?” Then I replied to them, 
“The God of heaven will make us prosper, and we his servants will arise and 
build, but you have no portion or right or claim in Jerusalem.” (Neh. 2:19-20) 

e) Opposition for almost 100 years! 

3. So, no doubt, when these Samaritans and Gentile majority heard the royal decree that they could …  

a) kill all the Jews, 



 

ZC1707 
 

2 

b) and take all their possessions, 

c) and inhabit their land, farms and cities, 

d) The Jews would have been very, very afraid.  

e) And in every province, wherever the king's command and his decree reached, there was great 
mourning among the Jews, with fasting and weeping and lamenting, and many of them lay in 
sackcloth and ashes. (Esther 4:3) 

f) … including the old prophet Zechariah. 

4. In the midst of this national anxiety, God gives Zechariah an oracle: 

a) literally: “a burden of the word of the Lord …” 

(1) The oracle of the word of the Lord is against the land of Hadrach 
and Damascus is its resting place. 
For the Lord has an eye on mankind 
and on all the tribes of Israel, (Zech. 9:1) 

(2) A “heavy message” Zechariah must “unload” (proclaim)  

b) Notice that 9:1-11:17 is one oracle, the first of two. 

c) And notice its subject matter …  

(1) The oracle of the word of the Lord is against the land of Hadrach 
and Damascus is its resting place. 
For the Lord has an eye on mankind 
and on all the tribes of Israel, (Zech. 9:1) 

(2) A message against Damascus (the place of the Governor of the Province Beyond 
the River) 

(3) A message with an eye on Israel and the hostile nation surrounding her. 

(4) The oracle of the word of the Lord is against the land of Hadrach 
and Damascus is its resting place. 
For the Lord has an eye on mankind 
and on all the tribes of Israel, (Zech. 9:1) 

5. This First Oracle concerns Israel and her enemies. It comes in 3-parts:  

a) The three points of Zechariah’s long sermon … 

b) First Point: Israel’s enemies will be destroyed (Ch. 9) 

c) Second Point: Israel will be restored (Ch. 10) 

d) Third Point: The leaders who persecuted Israel will be ruined (Ch. 11) 

6. It is in this third part of the First Oracle that Zechariah talks about: “The flock doomed to slaughter” 
(11:7) 

a) So I became the shepherd of the flock doomed to be slaughtered by the sheep traders. And I 
took two staffs, one I named Favor, the other I named Union. And I tended the sheep. (Zech. 
11:7) 
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b)  a perfect message from God in response to Xerxes’ Decree 

c) Two Decrees: one human and one Divine –  

(1) Xerxes: Kill all the Jews and plunder her spoils! 

(2) God: Save my people and punish her enemies! 

d) Only the Divine Decree will stand the test of time! 

e) God and heaven would overrule Xerxes on earth! 

7. This prophecy is a very difficult section of the Scripture to understand. But I maintain that, if set in the 
historical context of Esther’s story, Zechariah’s later years of ministry, and the Decree of Xerxes in 474 
B.C., the message makes sense.  

a) A Poetic Prelude about shepherds (11:1-3) 

b) A Parable about a Good Shepherd (11:4-14) 

c) A Prophecy: The Rise of the Foolish Shepherd (11:15-17) 

d) Zechariah 9:1-11:17 is an oracle about Israel and the Gentile Kings …  

8. As we turn to this “oracle” we need to remember this:  Governments often make laws, issue policies and 
execute executive orders, for reasons or expediency, that genuinely harm many people.  

9. In our own time President Donald Trump is wrestling with several such issues:  

a) The Repeal of “Obamacare.” Something popular with Tea-Party and Conservative 
Republicans, but which could hurt many single, unemployed or poor people who’d be left 
without healthcare coverage. It’s not an easy issue.  

b) Laws to Protect our Borders: Something necessary to guard against drugs, terrorists and 
undesirable aliens entering America, but at the same time a policy that could separate family 
members, endanger the lives of those deported and return many to slavery! It’s not an easy 
issue.  

c) Climate Control: Concerns by those who fear the damage such restrictions might do to our 
economy (and jobs), but also a concern for those suffering from drought, famine and poverty 
caused by climate change. It’s not an easy issue.  

d) Just what is the just law concerning these issues?  

10. Just laws take on a “new face” when we know real individuals associated with and affected by them! 

11. In the Story of Esther, King Xerxes was advised by his “prime minister” to take royal actions to eliminate 
a people group who were a threat to him, his people, and his empire.  But Xerxes did not see the face of 
those people in the beautiful face of his beloved wife! What would his royal decree have been like had he 
known all the information? 

12. For this reason, and perhaps many more, Xerxes and other rulers who harmed Jerusalem were “doomed 
to slaughter.” 

I. THE POETIC PRELUDE: THE DEPOSING OF THE SHEPHERDS (Zechariah 11:1-3) 

Open your doors, O Lebanon, 
that the fire may devour your cedars! 
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Wail, O cypress, for the cedar has fallen, 
for the glorious trees are ruined! 
Wail, oaks of Bashan, 
for the thick forest has been felled! 
The sound of the wail of the shepherds, 
for their glory is ruined! 
The sound of the roar of the lions, 
for the thicket of the Jordan is ruined! (Zech. 11:1-3) 

1. Zechariah uses a poem to introduce this third part of his first oracle: A poem about the cedars of 
Lebanon.  

2. Lebanon, Northwest of Israel and on the coast of the Mediterranean, was famous, in ancient times, for its 
towering cedar trees.  

a) Tyre and Sidon exported the lumber from these trees all over the middle east.  

b) Solomon used much of this cedar wood in both his temple project and the construction of his 
own palace (1 Kings 15)  

c) His own palace was called “The House of the Forest of Lebanon” (1 Kings 7) 

d) In prophetic language these cedars of Lebanon became synonymous with Pride. 

Enter into the rock 
and hide in the dust 
from before the terror of the Lord, 
and from the splendor of his majesty. 
The haughty looks of man shall be brought low, 
and the lofty pride of men shall be humbled, 
and the Lord alone will be exalted in that day. 
For the Lord of hosts has a day 
against all that is proud and lofty, 
against all that is lifted up—and it shall be brought low; 
against all the cedars of Lebanon, 
lofty and lifted up; 
and against all the oaks of Bashan; 
against all the lofty mountains, 
and against all the uplifted hills; 
against every high tower, 
and against every fortified wall; 
against all the ships of Tarshish, 
and against all the beautiful craft. 
And the haughtiness of man shall be humbled, 
and the lofty pride of men shall be brought low, 
and the Lord alone will be exalted in that day. 
And the idols shall utterly pass away. (Isaiah 2:10-18) 

e) Language borrowed by Zechariah, 300 years later!  
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3. Bashan was a fertile plain or tableland, NE of the Sea of Galilee, (today: The Golan Heights). High 
rainfall and fertile, flat fields made it a prosperous place for cattle raising.  

a) Trees were almost all felled to create pasture lands. 

b) The “oaks of Bashan” were cut down.  

c) Bashan became synonymous with Opulence 

d) “Hear this word, you cows of Bashan, 
who are on the mountain of Samaria, 
who oppress the poor, who crush the needy, 
who say to your husbands, ‘Bring, that we may drink!’ (Amos 4:1) 

e) “cows of Bashan”: over-fed, heavy-set, rich women of wealth! 

4. A judgment of God was coming upon them, but not the trees and pasturelands, but rather the Kings! 

a) Notice the verb “wail” …  

b) Wail, O cypress, for the cedar has fallen, 
for the glorious trees are ruined! 
Wail, oaks of Bashan, 
for the thick forest has been felled! 
The sound of the wail of the shepherds, 
for their glory is ruined! 
The sound of the roar of the lions, 
for the thicket of the Jordan is ruined! (Zech. 11:2-3) 

c) parallelism: the cypress … the oaks … the cedars … are Shepherds 

d) a wide-spread term used to refer to Kings (and not necessarily spiritual leaders).  

e) Forests, fields, thickets: All the facets of the empires of kings would be ruined (by God).  

5. David Baron: Zechariah; pp. 378, 379 

Most interpreters, indeed, both Jewish and Christian regard the language as figurative. Thus, the 
“cedars” are taken to mean the highest and noblest in the land, while the “cypresses,” or “firs,” 
represent the common people, who are commanded to “howl,” because since the “cedars” have 
fallen there is no hope of their being spared.  

But whether literal or figurative, the passage announces a judgment which would embrace, as 
already stated, the land and the people, and not stop short of the holy city, or sanctuary.  

6. The problem: Is it Israel’s leaders or Gentile kings who are to be judged? I see this as a prophecy of 
world nations who must be overcome for the victory of God’s people to take place! 

7. Joyce G. Baldwin: Zechariah: TOTC; pp. 178-179 

The unifying theme has been the coming triumph of the Lord, which will be shared by His people in 
exultant joy. The climax is the arrival of the king to set up his universal kingdom, but first there is 
opposition to be overcome, hence the darker side of the picture.  

8. End of the poem, beginning of the Parable …  

II. THE PARABLE: REJECTION OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD (Zech. 11:4-14) 
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Thus said the Lord my God: “Become shepherd of the flock doomed to slaughter. Those who buy them 
slaughter them and go unpunished, and those who sell them say, ‘Blessed be the Lord, I have become rich,’ 
and their own shepherds have no pity on them. For I will no longer have pity on the inhabitants of this land, 
declares the Lord. Behold, I will cause each of them to fall into the hand of his neighbor, and each into the 
hand of his king, and they shall crush the land, and I will deliver none from their hand.”  

So I became the shepherd of the flock doomed to be slaughtered by the sheep traders. And I took two staffs, 
one I named Favor, the other I named Union. And I tended the sheep. In one month I destroyed the three 
shepherds. But I became impatient with them, and they also detested me. So I said, “I will not be your 
shepherd. What is to die, let it die. What is to be destroyed, let it be destroyed. And let those who are left 
devour the flesh of one another.” And I took my staff Favor, and I broke it, annulling the covenant that I had 
made with all the peoples. So it was annulled on that day, and the sheep traders, who were watching me, 
knew that it was the word of the Lord. Then I said to them, “If it seems good to you, give me my wages; but if 
not, keep them.” And they weighed out as my wages thirty pieces of silver. Then the Lord said to me, “Throw 
it to the potter”—the lordly price at which I was priced by them. So I took the thirty pieces of silver and 
threw them into the house of the Lord, to the potter. Then I broke my second staff Union, annulling the 
brotherhood between Judah and Israel. (Zech. 11:4-14) 

1. Zechariah is told to dramatize the message (oracle) from God, in what scholars call “an enacted 
parable” 

a) not an uncommon practice of the prophets 

b) wore sackcloth and ashes, went around stripped and bound, laying on one side for weeks and 
then the other side, etc.  

c) Isaiah, Jeremiah, Hosea enacted parabolic messages. 

d) Here old Zechariah does what he was commanded …  

Thus said the Lord my God: “Become shepherd of the flock doomed to slaughter. Those 
who buy them slaughter them and go unpunished, and those who sell them say, ‘Blessed 
be the Lord, I have become rich,’ and their own shepherds have no pity on them. For I will 
no longer have pity on the inhabitants of this land, declares the Lord. Behold, I will cause 
each of them to fall into the hand of his neighbor, and each into the hand of his king, and 
they shall crush the land, and I will deliver none from their hand.” (Zech. 11:4-6) 

2. He is told to do two things: take up two shepherd staffs.  

a) First: Zechariah is acting like God with the first staff called Favor (or “grace,” “beauty,” 
“generosity”) 

(1) So I became the shepherd of the flock doomed to be slaughtered by the sheep 
traders. And I took two staffs, one I named Favor, the other I named Union. And I 
tended the sheep. In one month I destroyed the three shepherds. But I became 
impatient with them, and they also detested me. So I said, “I will not be your 
shepherd. What is to die, let it die. What is to be destroyed, let it be destroyed. And 
let those who are left devour the flesh of one another.” And I took my staff Favor, 
and I broke it, annulling the covenant that I had made with all the peoples. (Zech. 
11:7-10) 

(2) The Favor of God’s Covenant with all the nations.  
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(3) That God is pledged to bless the peoples of the earth with His common grace, His 
general favor and His creation blessings. 

(4) The Lord is gracious and merciful, 
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
The Lord is good to all, 
and his mercy is over all that he has made. (Ps. 145:8-9) 

(5) I can’t see this as God’s withdrawal of His covenant with Israel.  

b) In this act of withdrawing His favor from Persia, Xerxes and the Persian people God promises 
to destroy three shepherds. 

In one month I destroyed the three shepherds. But I became impatient with them, and they 
also detested me. So I said, “I will not be your shepherd. What is to die, let it die. What is 
to be destroyed, let it be destroyed. And let those who are left devour the flesh of one 
another.” And I took my staff Favor, and I broke it, annulling the covenant that I had 
made with all the peoples. (Zech. 11:8-10) 

(1) some of the most enigmatic words in the OT. 

(2) Over 40 different interpretations! 

(3) A Key: “destroyed” is really “deposed.” 

c) We can’t know for sure, but one explanation is this: the 3 OT officers of prophet, priest and 
King.  

(1) But that would be the offices of Israel 

(2) What if Persia were in view here (as I think)? 

(3) They too had Kings, Priests and Magi (seers; magicians) 

d) This may be (possibly) the meaning because they are set in juxtaposition to Jesus Christ – the 
perfect Prophet, Priest, King. 

e) But, I don’t see this as a judgment on Israel’s rulers but rather on Persia’s: A judgment on 
Xerxes, his son, Artaxerxes, and his grandson, Darius II. 

(1) But they weren’t judged in one month 

(2) Persia had 6 more kings after Xerxes 

(3) When in 323 Alexander the Great conquered Persia. 

f) Truth: We simply don’t know what verse 8-10 mean! Enigma. 

g) But we do know the allusion of verses 11-14! 

3. Here is Zechariah’s second act: The staff called Union 

a) So it was annulled on that day, and the sheep traders, who were watching me, knew that it 
was the word of the Lord. Then I said to them, “If it seems good to you, give me my wages; 
but if not, keep them.” And they weighed out as my wages thirty pieces of silver. Then the 
Lord said to me, “Throw it to the potter”—the lordly price at which I was priced by them. So I 
took the thirty pieces of silver and threw them into the house of the Lord, to the potter. Then I 
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broke my second staff Union, annulling the brotherhood between Judah and Israel. (Zech. 
11:11-14) 

b) Zechariah asks a bunch of sheep traders, in the streets of Jerusalem to pay him his wages as a 
shepherd 

c) They arrive at the amount of 30 pieces of silver. 

d) He is told by God to take the silver, throw the coins to the potter in the Temple, and then 
break the staff called Union. 

e) Symbolizing: a break with one another causing a loss of one’s kingdom. 

(1) like Judah and Israel 

(2) The 127 Satrapies of Persia (?) 

(3) Again: I can’t see this as Israel because the 12 tribes were not in Union in 474 
B.C. – or ever again.  

(4) Israel was gone; only Judea remained. 

f) But we know the Prophetic picture foretold! 

(1) Then one of the twelve, whose name was Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests 
and said, “What will you give me if I deliver him over to you?” And they paid him 
thirty pieces of silver. And from that moment he sought an opportunity to betray 
him. (Matt. 26:14-16) 

(2) The OT price of a common slave:  

If the ox gores a slave, male or female, the owner shall give to their master 
thirty shekels of silver, and the ox shall be stoned. (Ex. 21:32) 

(3) A prophecy fulfilled by Judas Iscariot …  

Then when Judas, his betrayer, saw that Jesus was condemned, he changed his 
mind and brought back the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and the 
elders, saying, “I have sinned by betraying innocent blood.” They said, “What 
is that to us? See to it yourself.” And throwing down the pieces of silver into 
the temple, he departed, and he went and hanged himself. (Matt. 27:3-5) 

g) Because the leaders of the world’s kingdom reject the Rule of the Good Shepherd, Jesus, they 
will ultimately be ruined.  

4. We cannot look at Zechariah’s shepherd without thinking of the Good Shepherd, Jesus Christ –  

a) I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. My sheep hear 
my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they will never 
perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is 
greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father's hand. (John 10:11, 27-
29) 

b) Jesus is the King of Kings and Lord of Lords, and a failure to submit to and support King 
Jesus will lead to a nation’s ruin! 
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c) Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! The one sitting on it is called Faithful 
and True, and in righteousness he judges and makes war. His eyes are like a flame of fire, and 
on his head are many diadems, and he has a name written that no one knows but himself. He 
is clothed in a robe dipped in blood, and the name by which he is called is The Word of God. 
And the armies of heaven, arrayed in fine linen, white and pure, were following him on white 
horses. From his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations, and he 
will rule them with a rod of iron. He will tread the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God 
the Almighty. On his robe and on his thigh he has a name written, King of kings and Lord of 
lords. Then I saw an angel standing in the sun, and with a loud voice he called to all the birds 
that fly directly overhead, “Come, gather for the great supper of God, to eat the flesh of kings, 
the flesh of captains, the flesh of mighty men, the flesh of horses and their riders, and the flesh 
of all men, both free and slave, both small and great.” And I saw the beast and the kings of 
the earth with their armies gathered to make war against him who was sitting on the horse 
and against his army. And the beast was captured, and with it the false prophet who in its 
presence had done the signs by which he deceived those who had received the mark of the 
beast and those who worshiped its image. These two were thrown alive into the lake of fire 
that burns with sulfur. And the rest were slain by the sword that came from the mouth of him 
who was sitting on the horse, and all the birds were gorged with their flesh. (Rev. 19:11-21) 

5. The impending downfall of Xerxes and the ultimate collapse of the Persian Empire were part of Christ’s 
judgment on the Nation.  

a) Because of Xerxes’ idolatry, immorality, unjust rule, and abuse of the Jews. 

b) He would be assassinated, in bed, in a mere 9 years!  

c) His extravagant building projects and failed military exploits would bankrupt his empire.  

d) His godless successors: Artaxerxes, Darius II, Artaxerxes II, Artaxerxes III, Arses and Darius 
III would lose their grip on the vast Empire over the next 150 years! 

e) Until, in 323 B.C., Alexander the Great, of Macedonia, would take his seat on Xerxes’ 
throne, in Susa and then move on to sack Xerxes’ Royal City of Persepolis! 

6. Alexander the Great is “a foolish shepherd” …  

III. THE PROPHECY: THE RISE OF A FOOLISH SHEPHERD (Zech. 11:15-17) 

Then the Lord said to me, “Take once more the equipment of a foolish shepherd. For behold, I am raising up 
in the land a shepherd who does not care for those being destroyed, or seek the young or heal the maimed or 
nourish the healthy, but devours the flesh of the fat ones, tearing off even their hoofs. 

“Woe to my worthless shepherd, 
who deserts the flock! 
May the sword strike his arm 
and his right eye! 
Let his arm be wholly withered, 
his right eye utterly blinded!” (Zech. 11:15-17) 

1. Remember: Zechariah 9-11 is one sermon; one oracle; one message delivered in 3 sections/parts. So …  

a) Back in the first part, Zechariah mentions Greece! 
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For I have bent Judah as my bow; 
I have made Ephraim its arrow. 
I will stir up your sons, O Zion, 
against your sons, O Greece, 
and wield you like a warrior's sword. (Zech. 9:13) 

b) a clear prophetic, amazing reference to Alexander the Great (of Macedonia), and the Rise of 
the Greek Empire. 

2. Greece is mentioned only four times in the OT 

a) Three times by Daniel, circa 539-538 B.C.:  

(1) The Fall of the Persian Empire to Alexander’s Greece … 

He said, “Behold, I will make known to you what shall be at the latter end of 
the indignation, for it refers to the appointed time of the end. As for the ram 
that you saw with the two horns, these are the kings of Media and Persia. And 
the goat is the king of Greece. And the great horn between his eyes is the first 
king. (Daniel 8:19-21) 

(2) The “great horn” = Alexander the Great 

b) The foretelling of the Rise of Alexander’s Greek Empire in 323 B.C. 

Again one having the appearance of a man touched me and strengthened me. And he said, 
“O man greatly loved, fear not, peace be with you; be strong and of good courage.” And 
as he spoke to me, I was strengthened and said, “Let my lord speak, for you have 
strengthened me.” Then he said, “Do you know why I have come to you? But now I will 
return to fight against the prince of Persia; and when I go out, behold, the prince of 
Greece will come. (Daniel 10:18-20) 

c) The Vision of Four successive Kings who would rule over Persia.  

(1) “And as for me, in the first year of Darius the Mede, I stood up to confirm and 
strengthen him. “And now I will show you the truth. Behold, three more kings shall 
arise in Persia, and a fourth shall be far richer than all of them. And when he has 
become strong through his riches, he shall stir up all against the kingdom of 
Greece. Then a mighty king shall arise, who shall rule with great dominion and do 
as he wills. And as soon as he has arisen, his kingdom shall be broken and divided 
toward the four winds of heaven, but not to his posterity, nor according to the 
authority with which he ruled, for his kingdom shall be plucked up and go to 
others besides these. (Daniel 11:1-4) 

(2) Cyrus, then Cambyses (530-522 B.C.), then Smerdis = Gaumata, the pretender 
(522 B.C.), and the fourth was Xerxes, Ester’s husband (Ahasuerus). 

(3) Stephen R. Miller: Daniel: NAC; p. 291 

“Three more kings” would refer to those after Cyrus, who was then reigning 
(cf. 10:1). Xerxes I (486-465 B.C.) is clearly identified as the fourth king by the 
description of his great wealth and expedition against Greece. It is a matter of 
historical record that the three kings who ruled between Cyrus and Xerxes I 
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were Cambyses (530-522), Smerdis (pseudo-Smerdis or Gaumata; 522) and 
Darius I Hystaspes (522-486). Kings after Xerxes are not mentioned, 
apparently because the later Persian rulers were not germane to the writer’s 
purpose. The most likely reason for this is that the counterattack of Alexander, 
referred to in the next verse, was particularly encouraged by the massive 
military campaign launched against Greece by Xerxes I.  

d) Then, Zechariah’s prophecy …  

For I have bent Judah as my bow; 
I have made Ephraim its arrow. 
I will stir up your sons, O Zion, 
against your sons, O Greece, 
and wield you like a warrior's sword. (Zech. 9:13) 

Then the Lord said to me, “Take once more the equipment of a foolish shepherd. For 
behold, I am raising up in the land a shepherd who does not care for those being 
destroyed, or seek the young or heal the maimed or nourish the healthy, but devours the 
flesh of the fat ones, tearing off even their hoofs. 

“Woe to my worthless shepherd, 
who deserts the flock! 
May the sword strike his arm 
and his right eye! 
Let his arm be wholly withered, 
his right eye utterly blinded!” (Zech. 11:15-17) 

3. Alexander, indeed was “a shepherd (king) who does not care for those being destroyed.”  

a) For behold, I am raising up in the land a shepherd who does not care for those being 
destroyed, or seek the young or heal the maimed or nourish the healthy, but devours the flesh 
of the fat ones, tearing off even their hoofs. (Zech. 11:16) 

b) Alexander butchered those whom he conquered, especially the Persians 

c) He sought revenge against Persia because of the slaughter of the Greeks (Athenians) during 
Xerxes’ campaign in 481 B.C.!  

d) Alexander plundered the Persian capital cities of Babylon, Ecbatana, Susa and Persepolis.  

4. Here’s how A. T. Olmstead recounts Alexander’s arrival in Persia in 323 B.C. (History of the Persian 
Empire) 

a) Philip of Macedonia, Alexander’s father, had begun a crusade in 338 B.C.; to recapture 
Greek territories from Persia and break the power of Persian rule.  

b) Shortly thereafter, in July of 336, Philip was murdered – some thought not without the guilty 
knowledge of the disgraced Alexander or of his mother, the fiery Olympias. The young king 
himself blamed the assassination on the agents of Darius, who had boasted of the deed in 
intercepted letters. Whether the boast was true or not, some of the conspirators did seek 
refuge with the Persians. The twenty-year-old Alexander found himself in no position to carry 
on the crusade at once. Greece was threatening to rise in rebellion, and there was imminent 
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danger of attack from the barbarians to the north. Nor were matters going too well with the 
Macedonian troops in Asia. (p. 491) 

c) But in 334 Alexander re-engaged in this crusade.  

As his father’s successor, Alexander was now the leader of the great crusade. Including 
allies and Greek mercenaries, he had at his disposal some thirty-five thousand troops, but 
the core was the Macedonian phalanx, and the most important single element was the 
native cavalry. (p. 495) 

d) Over the next decade, by means of military victories, alliances with countries rebelling against 
Persia, and the internal intrigue and division in the Persian court, Alexander moved from 
victory to victory.  

e) Greece, then the Islands, then the Aegean Coastlands, Asia Minor, Syria and Palestine, Egypt, 
Babylon and finally Persia itself fell to the God-King: Alexander. 

(1) Alexander had been accepted as a legitimate Pharaoh. As such, he was the 
physical son of the god. The divine birth could be seen depicted on the walls of the 
temples for all to behold, and the Pharaoh himself was often called the “good 
god.”  Also, he was still a youth, but his conquests had been so extraordinary that 
divine assistance must be postulated. It was therefore easy for him to become fully 
aware of his own divine kingship. Thus king worship entered the Greek world. (p. 
512) 

(2) Thus, Alexander became an Anti-Christ 

(3) a false shepherd, a foolish shepherd, a fake Savior 

(4) Just as Zechariah prophesied.  

f) When he arrived in Susa and then in Persepolis, in Persia, Alexander enacted revenge! 

(1) He plundered the Palace in Susa (Esther’s one-time home) 

(2) From Babylon an easy road across the plain led almost due east to Susa. On the 
way through Sittacene Alexander met the son of Abuletes, satrap of Susa, and 
received a letter from Philoxenus, whom he had sent ahead direct, reporting that 
the inhabitants had surrendered the city with its treasure. Twenty days out from 
Babylon, Alexander arrived in person and found that the treasure in the palace of 
Darius I amounted to forty thousand talents of silver and nine thousand talents of 
gold in coined darics. This palace was then abandoned. (p. 518) 

g) But when he arrived in Persepolis, Xerxes beautiful and favorite city – the Spiritual Capital of 
Persia – Alexander turned vicious! 

Yet it was at Persepolis that Alexander formally ended the crusade. That Alexander should 
have confiscated the huge treasure of gold and silver, valued at one hundred and twenty 
thousand talents, might have been expected, for there was precedent. But that the entire 
settlement which had grown up at the foot of the terrace should have been handed over to 
the soldiers for plunder needs explanation. Their loot was enormous. Persepolis – 
subsequent reports declared – was the richest city under the sun; even the private houses 
were filled with all sorts of precious objects accumulated during the long years of its 
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existence. The men were all slain without mercy, the excuse being the crowds of horribly 
mutilated Greek captives the soldiers had freed; the women, of course, were enslaved, and 
the Macedonians fought one another over the plunder. Had Persepolis been taken by sack 
and not freely surrendered by its garrison commander, it could not have received worse 
treatment. To add to his evil reputation, Alexander even boasted in his letters how he had 
ordered the Persian captives to be massacred! 

The barbarities at Persepolis were followed by an act of sheer vandalism – the burning of 
the marvelous palaces on the platform. When Alexander made public his intention to 
destroy the mighty structures of Xerxes at Persepolis in vengeance for the latter’s 
destruction of Athens and the burning of the Greek temples, Parmenion urged the young 
crusader to spare them. It was not right, he insisted, for Alexander to destroy his own 
property. Alexander refused even to listen.  (Pp. 520-521) 

5. All this took place, just as Daniel had foretold some 200 years earlier!  

a) In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon, Daniel saw a dream and visions of his head as 
he lay in his bed. Then he wrote down the dream and told the sum of the matter. Daniel 
declared, “I saw in my vision by night, and behold, the four winds of heaven were stirring up 
the great sea. And four great beasts came up out of the sea, different from one another. (Dan. 
7:1-3) 

b) The Lion with Eagle’s wings: The royal symbol of Babylon 

The first was like a lion and had eagles' wings. Then as I looked its wings were plucked 
off, and it was lifted up from the ground and made to stand on two feet like a man, and the 
mind of a man was given to it. (Dan. 7:4) 

c) The Bear with three ribs in its teeth: Medo-Persia and its three major conquests (‘ribs”) – 
Babylon, Lydia, Egypt 

And behold, another beast, a second one, like a bear. It was raised up on one side. It had 
three ribs in its mouth between its teeth; and it was told, ‘Arise, devour much flesh.’ (Dan. 
7:5) 

d) The Leopard with four wings: Alexander’s Greece –  

(1) After this I looked, and behold, another, like a leopard, with four wings of a bird 
on its back. And the beast had four heads, and dominion was given to it. (Dan. 7:6) 

(2) Leopard: a swift beast of prey (how quickly Alexander conquered all of Greece, 
Asia Minor, Syria-Palestine, Egypt, North Africa, Babylon and Persia: 10 years.  

(3) four wings: His four generals among whom his empire was divided, when 
Alexander died, in 323, age 32. 

• Antipater (Greece and Macedonia) 

• Lysimachus (Thrace and Asia Minor) 

• Seleucus I Nicator (Syria and Babylon) 

• Ptolemy I Soter (Egypt and Palestine) 
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e) The Iron Beast: Rome; the Invincible Empire!  

(1) After this I saw in the night visions, and behold, a fourth beast, terrifying and 
dreadful and exceedingly strong. It had great iron teeth; it devoured and broke in 
pieces and stamped what was left with its feet. It was different from all the beasts 
that were before it, and it had ten horns. (Dan. 7:7) 

(2) different from all other empires 

(3) Ten Horns: The Ten Caesars! 

6. And Zechariah adds the details of Alexander the Great’s reign as “the God-king”  

a) James M. Boice: Minor Prophets: Vol. 2; p. 193 

The remarkable thing about the first section of this rehearsal of judgment against the 
gentile world powers is that it accurately foretells the conquest of the eastern 
Mediterranean coastlands by Greek armies under the command of Alexander the Great.  

b) Then the Lord said to me, “Take once more the equipment of a foolish shepherd. For behold, I 
am raising up in the land a shepherd who does not care for those being destroyed, or seek the 
young or heal the maimed or nourish the healthy, but devours the flesh of the fat ones, tearing 
off even their hoofs. (Zech. 11:15-16) 

c) James M. Boice: Minor Prophets: Vol. 2; p. 195 

The opening verses refer to the conquests of Alexander the Great. These latter verses 
could refer to any future Jewish victory – with the sole exception of verse 13, which is 
therefore the key to understanding them. That verse says, “I will rouse your sons, O Zion 
– against your sons, O Greece.” Since the only time in history that the Jews have been at 
war with Greeks was during the period of the Maccabean revolt, the passage must refer to 
those years.  

d) For I have bent Judah as my bow; 
I have made Ephraim its arrow. 
I will stir up your sons, O Zion, 
against your sons, O Greece, 
and wield you like a warrior's sword. (Zech. 9:13) 

7. Ironically: The “flock doomed to slaughter” was not Esther and her people, but Xerxes and his people. 
God would save his church but destroy His enemies!  

Conclusion: It is easy to live each day, lost in our own little worlds, wondering why governments, Presidents and 
Empires do such foolish, brutal and evil things …  

1. Until we read old Zechariah’s sermon and remember its wonderful message:  

a) The oracle of the word of the Lord is against the land of Hadrach 
and Damascus is its resting place. 
For the Lord has an eye on mankind 
and on all the tribes of Israel, 
Then I will encamp at my house as a guard, 
so that none shall march to and fro; 
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no oppressor shall again march over them, 
for now I see with my own eyes. (Zech. 9: 1 and 8) 

b) Key: “For the Lord has an eye on mankind and on all the tribes of Israel.” 

c) God is watching the nations of the earth. 

d) God is watching out for His Church in the world.  

2. Where is the Persian Empire? The Empire of Alexander? The “Invincible” Empire of Rome? Gone with 
the wind! 

3. Where are Xerxes, Alexander the Great, the mighty Caesars? All in hell; none any longer masquerading 
as a god!  

4. Where are old Zechariah, young Esther, Mordecai? In heaven; in glory! 

5. And what remains amidst the ruins of Babylon, Susa, Athens and Rome? The Church, The Kingdom of 
God, the people of Jesus Christ! 

6. God is watching us and watching over us. For some this is a frightening reality; for Believers, it is a great 
comfort! 

The Lord is in his holy temple; 
the Lord's throne is in heaven; 
his eyes see, his eyelids test the children of man. (Ps. 11:4) 

The Lord looks down from heaven on the children of man, 
to see if there are any who understand, 
who seek after God. (Ps. 14:2) 

who rules by his might forever, 
whose eyes keep watch on the nations— 
let not the rebellious exalt themselves. Selah (Ps. 66:7) 

The eyes of the Lord are toward the righteous 
and his ears toward their cry. (Ps. 34:15) 

For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to give strong support to those 
whose heart is blameless toward him. You have done foolishly in this, for from now on you will have 
wars.” (2 Chron. 16:9) 

I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will counsel you with my eye upon you. 
(Ps. 16:9) 

7. God sees. Hagar was right to pray: “You are a God who sees. Truly here I have seen Him who looks after 
me! (Gen. 16:13) 

8. And what God’s eyes see are the hearts of men – Zechariah and Esther, Mordecai and Haman, Xerxes 
and Alexander, you and me! 

9. … For the Lord sees not as man sees: man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the 
heart.” (1 Sam. 16:7) 
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10. God sees the heart of Donald Trump, God sees the hearts of those aliens crossing our borders, those 
seeking Obamacare, that crying mother with a starving child, and our hearts – when we really care about 
why we hold the positions we do, and what means the most to us in life.  

God sees … God cares … God will act! 

“For his eyes are on the ways of a man, 
and he sees all his steps. 
There is no gloom or deep darkness 
where evildoers may hide themselves. 
For God has no need to consider a man further, 
that he should go before God in judgment. 
He shatters the mighty without investigation 
and sets others in their place. 
Thus, knowing their works, 
he overturns them in the night, and they are crushed. 
He strikes them for their wickedness 
in a place for all to see, 
because they turned aside from following him 
and had no regard for any of his ways, 
so that they caused the cry of the poor to come to him, 
and he heard the cry of the afflicted— (Job 34:21-28) 


